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Univerlal Hiftory, 


FROM THE 


Earlieft Accounts to the Prefent Time. 


CHAP. LXXXIII. 

Hijiory of the Ancient Germans., to their 
Irri^ption into the Roman Emp^e, Invajion^of 
Gaul, and Expuljion from thence^ the Franks, 

SECT. I. 

Origin of the Germans, Defcriptlon of Germany. 

T he farther northward we move fi%rn ancient Gaul, Germans^ 
the more we are in the dark about the nations if' origin* 

inhabited the vaft regions beyond the Rhine and 
the Danube, which were the limits between the Gauls and 
them. Nothing is more unceitairi than their origin, the 
countries they came fjom, and the territories they fettled 
thcmfelv *s in : ancient authors in general confound them 
under the names of Celtes, Scythians^ and Celtofcythians 5 i/ioflprd^ 
comprehending a great variety of nations, which it is no hably of 
eafy talk to diltinguilh with propriety. Yet we may ven- Celtic ex • 
!:t«re to affirm % that all thefe weye originally the fame na- 
Ition with the Celtes and Gauls, and both defeended from 
|he ancient Gomerians, or defeendents of Gomer, the eldeft 
^!bn of Japhet. Indeed the Germans were very much in- hut inters 
^^rmixed with the old Scythians and Sarmatians, on that 
ie which joined their territories, and particularly between ^cjth\an$, 

* Cluver Bochart. Phalee. Pezron. Antia. Cdt. ReKsr. dc« Gaul. 


Tte Hijtory of we jfffffiaiiK 

f! 

the two fcreat rivers I^hine and Danube: and thefe, no 
doubt, adopted a great many of tbpir cuftoms, as well 
as intermingled fome of their language with their own ; 
but in all other parts of Germany we (ind fuch an exaft 
conformity In their religion, laws, culfems, and language 
as leaves fcarce any room to doubt that they were de- 
feended from the hime ancient ftock with the Celtcs or 
Gauls, and came by gradual migrations from Alia. 

How this country came to be called Germany, and its 
Inhabitants Gernfans,*is not eafy to determine, nor hardly 
worth enquiring ; the moft prQl)ab]c conjcClurc is, that they 
w^erc fo cidlcd, cither from their aflinity to the CeUcs, or 
frema the Celtic words man^ a warlike man : but it is 
plain this was not their original name, being of a more 
modern date, and*feems to have had its rife on ^he other 
fide of the Rhine, when the Condrnfi, Eburones, Cierafi, 
and Panngni, eroded that rb'er, after the example of fome 
Wtonvere others of their countrymen, and fettled in Gaul. Thefe, 
^caiifd feems, were the firfl to whom the appellation of Germans 
was given, agd which therefore extended no farther than 
the Rhenifli fliore on the Gallic fide, b\it foon after pafied 
^over to the other, and became common to other people of 
th^ f^ime origina^ngffage and cuRoms, till at leng»h it be- 
came the genejJnname of the whole nation, and the coun- 
try was calledrfrom them Germania, or Germany. 

Memans., The name of Allemans, and Alemans flill retained by 
^$utonts. the French, comes from fignifylng a complete man : 

that of Teutones^ from which their prefent one of Teut- 
fehen, or Duftl^ is thought to be derived, is another by 
which they were difhinguiflied, and is of a much older date 
than that of Germans ; but the etymon is not eafily guefled 
at, unlefs we derive it from the Celtic Theut. Thefe, ac- 
cording to Mela, in ancient times inhabited the neighbour- 
ing coafts and iflands of the Eaft, or Baltic fea ; but grow-* 
ing too numerous for thofc narrow ftrritorics, the molldar- ; 
ing part went, witT^ their wives and families, to feek new i 
fettlemcnts in other countries •, but when and where can- ! 
not be afeertained. ^We fhall find them, in the fcquel of 
this hiftory, often joined with the Cimbri, Cimbrones, a^d 
others, making excurfions into Gaul, Italy, and Spain, till 
at length a number of them, who were left to guard the 
heavy baggage along the Rhine, being greatly haraffed on 
Atuatici in all fides, forced their way to Belgic Gaul, where they fettled, 
and became in time known by the name of Atuatici 




Whence 

named 

Germans* 




Keyzler. Atitiq. Septentr. paiT. 


c Strab. lib. iil. & v. 



the Hi/^oty of the Germans. 3 

We remarked, in the preceding chapter, that tie Rhine, i:he extent 
according to the Raman authors, divided the ancirat Gauls and limits 
from the Germans on the welt, and the Danube on the 
fouth ; the Hercynian forefl:, at that time fuppofed impe- 
netrable, confined them on the north, the German and 
northern ocean on the north-well, and Scythia and Sarma- 
tia on the caft, where they were as much intermixed with 
thofe nations as they were on the well with the Gauls, 
and where it is ftill more difficult to fij^ their boundaries, on 
account of their conilant flu£luation. The Cimbri, and 
their neighbours the Saxons, Inhabited the Cimbrica Cher- 
fonefu^ on the other fide the Elbe. 

On this* fide that river the Chauii were fituated, Upper ^he 
and Lower, divided from each other by the Vifurges, now Ckauci. 
the Wef(# ; their country contained what is now called 
Bremen and Lunenburgh, Friezland and Groningen ; the 
Upper had theCherufei, and tht Lower the Cham^livi on the 
fouth-eall, and the German ocean on the north-weft 

The Frifii, Upper and Lower, were divided from the Frijiu 
Lower Chauci by the river Amafia, now EniS ; from each 
other by an arm of the Rhine. Their country ftill retains 
the name of Friezland, and is divided into Eaft and Weftj* 
but the#latter is now difmembered' fro1S.Germany,» aftd 
compofes one of the Seven United Provings. 

From them were parted by the ifehi, now 'iTel, the coun^ BruSlerit 
try of the Bru6leri, fince caUed Brockmorland, and the Marji^ 
Marfi, fituatc about the river Luppia, or Lippe. , On the and Ufipii. 
other fide of that river were the Ufipii, wUfipetes ; but 
thefe were remarkable for often changing’^heir habitation, 

Jind are therefore found in other territories. 

The Tentlcri were next to them, who had been driven 
from their old habitation by the Cotti, and fettled on the 
Rhine, and in the country of the Menapii % and were af- 
terwards fubdued by D/ufus. Next to thefe the Juhones, Juhones» 
or inhabitants of Juliers, between the Mtefe and the Rhine : 
the Cotti, another ancient warlike pejple, who inhabited Cotti- 
pirt of Hefle and Thuringia, from the Hartzian moun- 
tains to the Rhine and Wefer ; among whom were com- 
piehended the Mattiaci, whofe capital was called from them 
Mattiacum, and by others Matticum, by fome taken to be 
Marpurgh, and by others Baden, on account of its hot wa- 
ters. 

Next to them were the Sedufii, bordering upon Swabia ; Sedu/ti. 
]^arifci, of ancient inhabitants of Northgow, whofe capital 
li, the city of Nurembergh j and the Marcomani, whofe ' 


Csefar. Comm. ^b. ii. cap. 29. 


< Dio. Calf, lib liv. 
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Hifiory cf the Germans. 

country ftrmerly reached from the Rhine to the head of the 
Darmbcf and to the Neckar : here w(!?re the famed Agri 
decumalcs, fo called, among other reafons, for their being 
tax«d a tenth part of their produce bv the Romatti. The 
Marconiani fettled in Bohemia and Moravia, under their 
general Maiohoduus, and feme of them in Gaul, whence 
they expelled the Hoii. 

On this fide the Rhine, between that river and the Mofa, 
or Maefe, w'er^ the Ubii, brought over by Agrippa. 
Tlviir metropolis was Colonia Agrippina, fo called from 
the emprefs of that name, founded it, and now Co- 
logne j and next to them the Tungri, which are fftppofed 
to be fte fame w’hom (iaefar calls Khuroncs and Condrufi, 
and vvhofe metropolis, then called Attuatica, is fince known 
by the name of 'tongres ^ Higher up, and orfthc other 
fide of the Mofelle, were the Treviri, whofc capital wa^ 
Augufta l^revirorimi, now Triers j next to them were the 
Tribocci, Nemetes, and Vangiones *, the former inhabited 
Alfatia, and their metropolis w^as called Argcntinic, and 
ArgentoratuiR, now Straiburgh. The. others lived in the 
cities of Worms, Spire, and Moguntla, now Memz. Thofe 
► three made the Germania Prima and thofe below them 
tlfb Germania ^tunefa, which reached as far as till Maefe 
and Lower lU^ie, and was feparated from Belgia by the 
Demer and Scheld, whicTh latter has always divided the fees 
of Liege and Cambray. 

The I^lediomatrici were fituatc along the Mo-fellc, about 
the city of Met» in Lorrain ; above them, on the Rhine, 
were feated tfie^Raurici, called alfu Rauraci and Rauriaci, 
another ancient German nation, who peopled that part of 
Helvetia, or Switzerland, about Bafil ; their capital was 
Rauracum, or Augufta Kauracorum 

Between the heads of the Rhine and Danube, were feat- 
ed the ancient kingdom of Vindelicia, whofe capital was 
called Augufta Vimlelicorum, now Augfburgh ^ and below 
it, along the banks •£ the fame river, thofe of Noricumand 
Pannonia, the forijier of which was divided into Noricum 
Ripenfe and Mediterraneum, comprehending great part of 
Auftria, Stiria, Carinthia, Tyrol, and Bavaria ; and t-he 
latter including the kingdom of Hungary, extending from 
Illyricum to the Danube and the mountains Cretii, in th^ 
neighbourhood of Vindebona, now Vienna, the metropolis 

Auff ria 

t De hac vide Caef. Comm. lib. vi. cap, 31, 34, Cellar. Geogr 
Antiq. lib. ii. cap. a. p. 33^, & feq. g Mafeov. lib. iii, cap. 5 

^ Cellar, ubk fupi & feg., i Mafcov» iii. cap. 5, 
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The If^ory of' the Gemmsl 

On the other fide of the Danube, which wasfnore pro- 
perly called Germany, and Germania Magna, liefules the 
Marcornans were the Hermunduri, whofe country extend- Herman- 
ed along the Hercynian mountains to the river Sala. 'jfhefe 
poflefled the countty now called Mifnia in Upper Saxony. 

On the other fide of thofe mountains was the kingdort of 
Boiohemum, now Bohemia, once one of the feats of the Bohemia^ 
Boii ; and beyond them, north of the Danube, was another 
feat of the Marcomani along the river ^Ibis, now Elbe ; 
from which they fpread themfelves into Bohemia. ^The 
Quadi were fituate next tef Bohemia : their territories ex- ^adu 
tended from the Danube to Moravia, and the northern part 
of Auftria; thefe are likewife corlprehended undei^the an- 
cient name of Suevi, part of whom forced their way into 
Spain, <Ad formed a kingdom there. The Baftarnae were Bafiarna* 
fituated eaftw^ard of the Qiiadi, and parted from them by 
the Granna, now Gran, a rivtr that falls into tlfe Danube, 
and by the ridge of the Carpathian mountains called Ba- 
ilarnica; Alpes : their country compofed, indeed, part of 
the European Sarmatia ; but they lived on t4is fide the Da- 
nube were concerned with the Marcornans, Quadi, Hcr- 
munduri, Suevi, and a number of other German nation^ 
in til# war againft M. AntoriinuS, aitd are accounted of 
German extiadl by Pliny h It was not ^Wl the reign of 
Probus that they v/erc tranfplaht ^d over rhe Danube thi- 
ther by that emperor, to rjpeople thofe countries which 
were become defolatc by war and pellilence* 

Between thofe tribes we have feen feaied along the other 
fide of the Danube, and the Hercynian fiRreft, were feveral 
ancient nations, of whom we know linle more than thetf 
names ; fuch as the Martiiigi, Burii, Boradcs, Lygii, or TAf Mar- 
Logiones, and fome others, who are placed by our geogra- 
phers along the foreli above mentioned, between the Da- 
nube and the Viftula^ 'I be laft we (hall mention on this 
fide the Hercynian foreft, were the /amous Rhsetii, now Rhatiu 
Orifons, who were fcated on the .Alps: their country, 
which was called Weftern Illyricupi, was divided into 
Rhtetia Prima or Propria, and Sccunda, extending towards 
4Bwabia, Bavaria, and Auflria. .This difliridl:, and that of 
'Noricum, and others, became a Roman province, and be- 
longed to the kingdom of theOftrogoths in Italy; but up- 
on the declenfion of it they fell under the dominion of the 
Frainks, about which time the tiame of Bavarians firft be- 
came celebrated in hiftory. 

k*Vid. Mafeov. ubi fup. lib. iii. cap. 8. Notit. Germ. lib. vi. cap. i, 
plin. lib. iv. cap. & a|. > Jul. CapHoh in Vit. Marc. cap. la. 
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The Hijiory of the Germans^ 

uevi. On thA other fide of the Hcrcynian foreft were the an- 
cient feav of the Suevi, an old tribe of (^ermanai who had 
fpread themfelves from the Viftula to the Elbe, and beyond, 
though in time, great part of them, either penetrated 
through that foreft, and fettled iri the more pleafant 
fouthern parts of Europe, fuch as Belgium, Gaul, and 
even Spain. 

powerful of thefe were the Longobardi, fo called, 
according to fomc, on account of their wearing long beards ; 
but, according tcf others, on account of their confifting of 
two* nations, viz. the Bardi ^and Lingonts ; thefe dwelt 
along the river Elbe; and bordered fouthward on the Ghauci, 
m«iticgied a little highel, and both thefe were reduced by 
Tiberius, as we have fhewn in a former volume. But the 
Longobardi, haviilg pafled the Danube, invaded>^and de- 
feated the Heruli, and afterwards crofted the Alps, and 
fettled in /taly, where they founded the kingdom of Lom- 
Burgundi. hardy The Burgundi are the next of note : Pliny affirms 
them likewife to be of German extrafl, and ranks them 
with the Vindili, Varini, Carini, Guttones, and Ingevones, 
which laft he makes a mixed people, partly Cimbric, partly 
Teutonic, and partly Chauci. It is in vain to inquire after 
th^rpriginal country, ^ut it is plain they were, life their 
ptber neighbou^, enticed to exchange it for a better ; and, 
having penetr^ed firft irfto Germany, where they aflifted 
Valentinian againft the Alemani ”, they afterwards crofted 
the Rhine, and fettled in Gaul, where they founded a king- 
dom in tHat province which ftill retains the name of Bur-^ 
Smnones, gundy. The Se^niones, likewife, left their old habitation, 
and fettled about the Lionnois in Gaul ; we find them feat- 
ed about the Elbe, in Tiberius^s time, and in conjunflion 
'^ith the Hermunduri and other Germans, bravely endea- 
vouring to obftruff his crofting that river ° ; though at what 
time they paffed from thence into Gaul, is not eafy to fix: 
but they fell upon^one of the moft^fruitful parts of that 
kingdom, and grew jp rich and confiderable, that they are 
thought to have been called Sennones on that account, it 
being an old Celtic word, which fignifies opulent and vener^ 
able. Thefe three were^thc moft celebrated nations on the 
other fide of the Hercynian foreft, to which we fliall only 
add the names of fome others, though fcarqely known by 
any thing elfe ; fuch arc the Avipnes, Rheudigni, Eudoles, 
and Swardonesj wbont we find placed between the Elbe 
and the Suevus, or Viader, on the north of the Longobardi ; 

» Giannon Hid. Neapol. p. 294. n Marcellin* Jib. ptfiii. 

» Veil, fatcrc. lib. ii. cap. ’ 



The Hifiory of the Germans. j 

tJi^ RugH, Lemnpvii, Henili, Gothones, or Gc4hini, tlic 
Sidui Carini, betvieen the laft mentioned riveiV and the 
Viltula : as for the Angli, Saxi, Goths, and Huns, they 
willbq fpoken of in fome of the following chapters. ]V(pan- 
while, we muft not omit the country of the -^ftii, an an- JEflW and 
cient tribe of the Suevi, who inhabited the coafts of the eaft their ambtr 
fea, fo remarkable for great plenty of amber. Thefe people, trade, 
Tacitus fays, worfhipped the mother of the gods, and Jheirreliu 
placed fuch confidence in her protection, that they fcarcely gion, 
knew the ufe of iron weapons, or any tiling but cudgels. 

He fays the iEftii were mote induftrious than the reft of 


the Germans in cultivating their corn and other fields, and 
dived into the leas and rivers for^ amber, which tl^ey ibid 
to ftrangers, rough and un wrought. In Nero's reign, by A great 
which tifte the Romans had entirely abandoned the thoughts of 

of conquering Germany, one of that emperor’s favourites 
perfuaded him to fend thithef a kind of embafiy to buy it ^ 
upon the fpot. The Roman knight, who was at the head 


of this expedition, leaving Carnuntum, a fortrefs on the 
bank of the Danube, arrived at the place, •nd met with a 


kind reception from the JEiiiiy from whom he bought and 
brought away, according to Solinus, thirteen thoufanrf 


pounds weight of that commodity, Vhith was defigned» by 
one of their kings, as a prefent to the emkeror. We find 
in Cafliodorus, a letter fent by Thcodorit, king of the 
Goths, to the ^iftii, M^hereyi he thanks them for a noble 
parcel they had fent to him of the fame precious drug p, and 
wherein he promifes them his friendfhip, which* it feems, 
they were endeavouring to obtain by this%^ uable prefent. 

Near the mouth of the Viftula, now Weychfel, near th^ Gepidee, 
Gepidae; and farther north, on the coafts of the eaft fea, their ex* 
between thefe and the i^^ftii, were the Chaiboni. It can- 
not be determined whether thefe two were of Get man, Scy- 
thic, or Gothic ex trj^6t : the Gepidae are indeed affirmed 
to be Germans by fomc ancient author ^ ; but we have had 
frequent occafion to obferve, that th^y frequently confound 
thofe nations, fo that we cannot depend upon their autho- 
rity. Of the Chaiboni we know but little, except what 
•we read of their invading Gaul ju the time of Dioclefian % 
and of their being totally routed by Conftantine the Great *• 

The Gepidae are famed in hiftory for having formed them- 
Wves into a kingdom, and extending their territories into 
Pannonia ; and taking the city of Sirmium, or Sirmifh, 


P Varia lib. v. epift. i. q VbJe Procop. de Bell. Vind. lib. i. 
cap, 1. & Mafeov. lib. x. cap. 6 . lib. xi. cap. ar. r Cl. Mamer^jn. 
tanegyr. i. cap. 4 & 5, « Nazar, ml. Panegyr, Vet. ix. cap. 18. 



^be ir^oiy bf the Germaiis* 

from fte kmperof Marcian ; as likcwife for their wars witfr 
the Goth^ Burgundians, and efpeciall^ the Romans, for 
their invafipn of Germany and Belgia, and for the terrible 
havopk they made, in conjun£lion with the Quadi, Van- 
dals, and other northern nations, of which St. Jerom gives 
ui a particular and dreadful account * (A). They main- 
tained themfelves in pofleflion of all Dacia, till the empe- 
^^ror Jultin’s reign, when, being deferted by that prince, 
and Cunemund, their laft king, being overthrown and 
kille^ by Alboin, king of the Longobards, there was a final 
period put to their kingdom. The Abarcs, who were allied 
v/ith Alboin, took pollelhon of Dacia, and the whole Ge- 
pidSean^riation was difperied " (B). 

Germany, in the reign of Auguflus, was divided into 
Germania Prima and Secunda, that is, Upper an<?’ Lower, 
defended by eight legions of Roman forces, which wt re, 
according fo cuflom, eniploybd in making roads, creeling 
fortifications, and other ufeful works, whenever they were 
not engaged in the field 

As for the country of Germany itfelf, vi^e have fnch a 
dreadful account tranfmitted of it, both by Csefar and 'Paci- 
4ts that one would think it almoll incredible that fuch a 
brave nation would®bave been contented to live in it,* when 
they wanted ne^<her flrength nor courage to have forced 
their way into others, more plcafant and fruitful (C). It 

9 muft 

t Epift. ad Ager. de Monogam, ep. 92. « Excerpt, ex Me- 

nand. w ;^uclfer. Belg. Rom, cap. 12, 17, & iS. ^ Mor, 

Germ. cap. 1. CsefaP. Comment. Iib. lii. cap. i. 



jerfuanyj 

Jince 

ttvidgii. 


tal clime 
fittd pro- 
;duce m 'lfre- 
‘^refented 
by the Ro» 

. mans. 


* (A) Thefe Barbarians broke 
like an inundation, not only 
into L'pper and Lower Ger- 
many, but Gaul, and even 
Spain, In the former they de- 
Uroyed, among othci^ cities, 
thofc of Strafburgh, "Spire, 
Worms, and Mentz ; ^ind in 
Belgia thofe of Rheims, Ami- 
ens, Tournay, Arras, and 7c^- 
rouane ; and carried the inha- 
bitants captive into Germany. 
They likewife ravaged, in a hor- 
rible manner, the provinces of 
Aquirania, Lugdunenfis, and 
Narbonnenfis, and carried off 
an immenfe plunder. The 
reft the reader may find in the 
letter above quoted. 


(B) Jt is fuppofed, that the 
poor remains of the Gepidaa 
took icfuge under the emperor 
Jufiinian, and he alTumed, upon 
that account, the title of Gepi- 
dicus. 

As for the unfortunate Cu- 
nemund, Alboin made a drink- 
ing-cup of his fkull, a cuftom 
derived from their barbarous* 
anceftors, of which we have had 
occafion to obfervein the hiftory 
of the Celtes and Scythians. 

(C) According to them, it 
was barren, uncultivated, and 
frightful all over ; and even its 
variety of foil and climate added 
to the horror of it from the 

dreadful forefts, ftinking and 

. 
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^he Hijiory of the Germans* ^ 

mviftbe owned, that the arrival of the Romans in dermany, 
as well as in Gaul, ^contributed much to the fertiliV/iug and 
enriching thofe countries, which, till then, had been wholly 
ncglctled by both nations, who thought this, and every 
Occupation but w’ar, beneath their fierce and warlike genius. 

We are told, in particular, that the emperor Probus was 
the firfl; who permitted vines to be brought into Gaul and 
Germany y. 

Among thofe many \vooc^s and foj;en:s,with which this 
country abounded was that called the Hcrcynian, and, by 
the Greeks, Orcinian Forell* the largcll and thickeft in 
Europe* rccKOiK'd by Julius C.efa^* to have extended fixty 
days jourmy Ivi length, and nine in breadth. Ndl only 
this, hut a' I the toreils, woods, and groves in Germany, 
even the ^rres, houghs, and leaves were ellccmcd facred ; 
and this is the reafo!i wliy the ancient Germans made it a 
principle of their religion not to cut them dowil? iinlefs it 
were fomc branches of the oak, andfomc other trees which 
they carried with them, on particular folemnlties ; but after 
this country was conquered by the Romans, fnany were cut 
down, partly for conveniency, and partly from a dlflike of 
thofe fuperflitious and bloody rites, which wxre ptrformeA 
in therff. »Some are flill remaining ; and^monglt others fhe 
Black Foreft : the Bacenian, whjch parted^he Suevi from 
the Cherufei, is by fome fuppofed to be that of Thuringia, 
and by others the Black ForeRlaft mentioned. The Caefian 
Forefl, or C'xTia Sylva, was alfo very famous : (ome fup- 
pofe it to have been a remnant of the Ilorcjj^nian, and part 
of it remains llill in the duchies of Clcves Snd Weftphalia. 

'JTey had a number of large rivers, of which we (hall only 
mention the moft confiderable. At the head of thefe may 
juflly be placed the Danube, now filer, by far the largeft 
in Europe. It has its rife i?i Swabia, and flowing through 
thxit province, Bavariji, Autlria, Hungary, Servia, Bulga- 
ria, Moldavia, Beflerabia, and part of 'Bartary, and receiving 
^bout fixty other rivers in its courfe, •falls into the Euxinc 
ror iilack Sea, by two canals. It w'as once the boundary be- 
tween Sarmatia and Germany, but became afterwards fub- 
to the Romans, under the e«^ieror Trajan. 

The Rhine, another famous river, which divided Gcr- Rhine* 
^anyfrom Gaul, and fpiingsfrom the Khietian Alps in the 
Weftern borders of Switzerland, and northern of the Gri- 
fons : as it rifes from two fprings, which unite their waters 

y Vopife. in Vit. Prob. cap. ig. 

nwhnlfi)me bogs, the inclc- of its fcas, lakes, and rivers, 
ot its winds, dainpnefs and harrennefs of its foil. 
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near Chut, now Coire ; fo it divided itfelf into two ftreams, 
one of vr’hich falls into the Maefe, and the other into the 
German Ocean : upon both accounts, perhaps, it is called, 
by Rhenus Bicornis, or Bicorniger. It has now no 

palTage into that ocean, but with the Maefe above mention- 
ed, below Briel, except that branch called the Yflel, which 
empties itfelf into the Zuyder Zee 

This mouth, anciently known to the Romans by the name 
of Flavum,, and ^ftill retaining that of V lie, or Flie, was 
guarded by a ftrong caftle. 

The Viftula, now Weichfd;!, was another corifiderable 


river, which divided Germany from the European Sajrmatia, 
whence the latter was called Germania Transhftulana, It 


had its rife in the Carpathian Mountains in Higher Silefia, 
and, crofting the Hercynian Foreft, emptied itfelf? by three 
ftrearas,- into the Baltic Sea, near Dantzick. The Drave, 
or Draw, vfprings from the Alps in the Tyrolefe, and, di- 
viding Upper and Lower Hungary from Sclavonia, falls in- 
to the Danube near Efl'eck. 


The Moraw«rifcs in the confines of Bohemia, divides Mo- 
ravia into two parts, and falls into the Danube not far from 
yienna. 

The Nab, in NftTtgoV, hath its fource near that^f the 
Main, and fall^ into the Danube a little above Ratifbon. 

The Neckar, in Suabia‘, rifesin the Black Foreft, not far 
from the Danube, but takes apdifferent courfe, and falls in- 
to the Rhine. 

Regen fprings in Nortgow, on the borders of Bohemia, 
and empties itfei^into the Danube at Ratifbon, thence called 
Jlegenfburgh. 

The Wefer, anciently Vifurgis, defeends from Franconia, 
and, palling by Aremen, falls into the German Ocean be- 
tween the mouth of the Elbe and Ems. The former, called 
by the Romans Albus, and by the Germans Elve, Elbe, and 
now Elb, is very larg^ and confiderable, and hath its fpring 
in the mountains call«dthe Giant Mountains, Montes He- 


roum, in Silefia, on ^he confines of Bohemia, and, palling 
through it and Upper and Lower Saxony, falls into the fea 
at Ritzbuttel, twenty leagyes below Hamburgh. 

The Ems, anciently Amifia, rifes in the bilhoprickof Pa- 
derborn, and, paffing by Embden, the metropolis of Eaft 
Frifeland, and through the bay of Dullert, falls into the fame 
ocean a little above the mouth of the Vifurgis, or Wefer. 

The Luppia, now Lippe, and Ifala, or Yfel, fall, the one 
into the Rhine, below Cologne, and divided the Brudleri and 


^ See Mafeov* German> & Lediard. ibid. Tub ind. 
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Marfi from the Ufipli ; and the other into the Fofla Dru- 
fiana. 

The Germans did not begin to build cities of any confi- 
deration till after the arrival and fettlement of the Ronyuis, 
but were divided into cantons and diftri<Sls, like the Gauls, 
and lived in villages. Even thofe famous large cities they 
now poflefs, were either mod cf them built by the Romans, 
or enlarged, beautified, and enfranchifed by them. Such was Cologne. 
the city of Cologne, formerly called Coloma Ubioruru, their 
metropolis. It is commodioufly fituaTed on the Rhine, and 
in the circle of the Lower Ptkine, and is now the metropo- 
lis of the archbilhoprick of that name, an imperial city, and 
a celebrated univerfity. To this ir/ay be added, • • 

Colonia Trajana, another ancient Roman colony, below 
the formtr, by fome thought to be the pr^fent Keyferfwaert. 

Colonia Ulpia, now Cleves, the capital of Cleveland In 
Lower Germany, fuppofed to have been builk by Julius 
Caefar, as v/cll at that of Bonne, anciently Bonna Julia, fi- 
tuate above Cologne, and on the fame river. This lafl is 
now the refulcnce of the electors of Cologne. 

Auglhurgh, i. e. Auguftus-burgh,ancientlycalle(l Augufla Augjhurgh* 
Vindelicorum, now the capital of Swabia. This is likewifjp 
an imperial city, very populous andcon»mcrcial, fitUritoron 
the Lech, not far from the Danube>and famed, among other 
things, for the Auguftan confeffTon, or conTelBon of Augf- 
burg, which is that of the Lutherans. 

Argentoratum, now Strailiargh in Alface, the ancient Sirajburgk^ 
capital of the Trebochi on the Rhine, js efteen^ed one of 
the mofl ancient cities in Germany, and tB^ow remarkable 
for its magnificent cathedral, and the fpire and curious 
clock j but above all for a well, inclofed in that church, 
which was originally dedicated to fuperflitious and heathen- 
ifli ufes. 

Triers, another ancient city of Ijowcr Germany, faid to 7 r/Vr/« 
have been built by Trebefus, the brother of Ninus, 1496 
years before Chrift, and made a Roijian colony in the time 
of Auguflus. It became aft .u wards ^he largeft city of Gal- 
lia Belgica, and wUvS, for fomc time, the feat of the Wef- 
4 ern empire, in the reign of Ct^ilUntius *. Here Valen- 
tinian triumphed, in a magnificent manner, over the Ale- 
mani Triers had been formerly the feat of the Gallic 
prefe£Is, or of the prsefeiSlura Galliarum, and obtained the 
right of coinage from the Romans 5 at prefent it is only the 

» Vide Cod. Theodof. & Epift. ad Pop. Alex. ap. Socrat. lib ii. 

Aufoji. in Laud. Mofel. v. 410. Vide MafCov. 

lib. vii. cap. 5. 
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metropolis of the ecclefiaftic electorate of that name, |hough 
its bifliopls were formerly ftyled primau:s of Gaul, on ac- 
count of its barring been once the feat of the prefects 

Rtatifbon, in the circle of Bavaria, faid to have been firft 
built by Tiberius, where the diet of the empire is held. 

Mentz, the refidence of one 6f the ecclcfiaftic eleCtors, 
in the lower circle of the Rhine, and fituate on the banks 
of it, was formerly enlarged and fortified by Drufus, with 
feveral others oi^ that river ; fuch as Bonne, Andernach, 
anck many others on the fame river, as well as upon the 
Maefe, Elbe, and Wefer. 

S C T. 11. 

Of the Religion^ "^Government,, LawSy and PoPtcy of the 
ancient Germans. 

^T^HE Gauls and Germans, being nearly allied to each 
^ other originally, received their religion, laws, and cuf- 
toms, from the fame hand, and both retained them, fome 
few particulars excepted, during a long feries of ages, with 
fnvjnciblc tenacioufnef^. With regard to their ancient re- 
ligiop, they entirely agreed in worlhipping the Supreme 
Deity, under the name <?f Efus, or Hefus, falfiy faid, by 
Roman authors, to have been Mars, or Mercury. They 
worlhipped him under the emblem of an oak, coiifecrated 
that tree more peculiarly to him, and had a great veneration 
not only for the Ji'^e itfclf, but for its leaves and fruit, ef- 
pecially the milleto, which they call, to this day, by the old 
hame of gulhyl^ or guihcyly that is, good heal, and aferibe ex- 
traordinary virtues to it, efpecially in epileptic difeafes 
Their method of gathering it was the fame which was ob- 
ferved by the Gauls. 'I hey held, like them, all other trees 
as facred, though not in the fame degree with the oak \ all 
woods, forefts, and cteferts, as w^ell as groves, lakes, rivers, 
and fountains, in hlgG veneration. The dyuids had the en- 
tire care and direClioft in all religious, and the greateft au- 
thority in civil matters ; only it may be here obferved, that 
though both nations held*fome fort of w^omen, whom they 
confidered as prophetefles, in great efteem, yet the Germans 
exceeded the Gauls in this kind of fuperftition, and (hewed 

Pagi Annal. ad 31 ^ 332 . ap. Mafeov. lib. vi- cap. 32. Vidfe 
. Hill. Nat. lib. XVI. cap. 44 . Vide Cluver. Germ. Keyzler* 
. Sept* DilVei't. de vifco, palT, Colebatch and Douglas on^ the 
llleto, hi. a!. 

and 
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dnd retained a much greater fondnefs and veneration for 
their pretended orgies (D). In other things they were, as 
far as can be colledled from Caefar and Tacitus, fubje6t to, 
and obliged to receive their dire(3:ions, like the Gauls, from 
that grand druid, v^ho had his refidence in EnglanS, or 
fome one of the Britifli ifles. If there was any cliflercnce 
between the Gauls and Germans in point of religion, it con- 
lifted only in this, that the latter, being more fierce and 
untra£i:able, were not only more tenacious of their fuper- 
ftitious rites, but likewife nforc cruel*and inhuman in rhem. 
They not only oflered the fcime expiatory human vi£fims, 
and ufed them in their auguries, but treated them much 
more cruelly than they, and madt^ them undergo feor- 
rid indignities and torments, before they difpatchcd them. 
Other victims they likewife offered o^ domcftic animals, 
and of thefe the horfe was reckoned the moil accept- 
able. The flefli was, it feems, to be boiled, Jlewed, or 
drefled in fome other way, in the heart of their groves ; die 
fat and the flefti were ferved to the votaries, by way of I’caft, 
and the blood was Iprinkled upon the altar, trees, and by- 
ftanders, by way of ablution ; but though they did the fame 
by that of human vicllms, it doth not appear that they c^t 
the fl#ih. We have formerly obfcfvedp likewife, frej^nGae- 
far, Tacitus, Diodorus Siculus, Strabo, Athemuus, and 
other ancient authors, that the •Germans had no temples, 
but performed their religious rites in groves ereded for that 
purpofe, or in woods, forefts, and defert places, 'rcmples 
were not introduced in Germany till long after* the Gauls 


(D) The Germans, warlike, 
fierce, and active as they were, 
and conftantly employed either 
in war or hunting, might pro- 
bably have committed the care 
of their fick and wownded to 
their women, who, having more 
time and leifure upon their 
hands, began to ftudy the vir- 
tues of herbs, plants, and other 
• medicinal fubftances. From 
this Ikill, which they geneially 
intermixed with that of aftro- 
logy, they might in time pre- 
tend to greater, and to be able 
to pry into futurity. The old 
women might likewife naturally 
give into dreams, vifions, and 


other fuperftitious obfervations, 
fuch .as were then pradtifed by 
almoftall other nations; as the 
flight ot birds, the running of 
rivers, and the colour of ilicir 
waters ; the entr^^lls of vi(5tims, 
and fuch kinds of fortilcges ; 
till they at length railed them- 
felves^o fuch credit and admi- 
ration, that, if Tacitus may be 
cr^pdited, they were revered as 
a kind of goddefTcs ; and, in 
particular, of the celebrated 
Velleda, of whom he fpeaks as 
of a jjerfon deified, and wor- 
ftiipped by tbe whole German 
nation (i). 


(i) Tacit. Hift. lib. iv. cap. dc Mor. Germ* cap. S. 
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had ere4E^:ed them; and it is plain, that after the former had 
introduced the worfliip of Jupiter, Mars^ &c. they ftill de- 
dicated oaks, groves, woods, and whole forefts to thefe 
deities, and performed their fuperftitious rites in them a 
conlTderable time before they could be brought to ere£l 
temples (E). 

We have already fpoken of tbofe inferior divinities intro- 
duced among the Gauls, fuch as Jove or Jupiter, Mars, 
Apollo, Mercury, Venus, Diana, &c. The fame were 
adopted by the Gfermafns, though fome of them under dif- 
fereftt names and attributes. Jcupitcr was worfhipped under 
the name of Thor, Tharam, or Taran, i. e. the Thutidctcr, 
Thkj name was given by ^hc Gauls to Mars alfo, on account 
of the clattering noife attending the operations of war. 
The Germans beftcfa’^ed it on their Odin, or Wodet., which 
was the hi me deity, as we fhall fee under the next article. 
The name^f Jupiter, we have formerly fhewn, was never 
adopted by the (jauls, nor does it appear to have been fo 
by the Germans : if thefe had any other names for him than 
thofe we have picntioned, they have been fince loll. 

Mars, called Odin, Othin, and Woden, has fometimes 
been confounded with Mercury by the Roman authors, and 
tbiiiis not furprifing,, as they were ignorant of their language, 
and could have little information from them concerning 
their religion or politics : for the Germans, as well as the 
Gauls, made it a conftant maxim not to communicate any 
particular of either to ftrangers*; and hence may be afligned 
the reafon* why fome of them have even more abfurdly 
imagined this (Xl^i to have been the fame with Hefus or 
Efus®, the Supreme Deity. The great veneration paid to 
the former, their calling upon him at the beginning of a 


« Lucan. Pharfai. lib. i. La£tant. lib. i. cap. 12. 


(E) This is evident, from 
what Tacitus relates of the god- 
defs Hertha, one of th«r an- 
cient deities, whofe icipl was 
preferved in a wood, or grove, 
Caftum Nemus, upon a covered 
cart, and had but one prieft to 
minifter to her, and the only 
one who dared come near her. 
He adds, that whenever the 
deity chofe to go out and air 
herfelf, or to take a view of 
mankind, that pried, who was 


her only» confidant, gave notice 
to the whole nation ; upon 
which, nothing was to be feen 
but feafting and jollity among 
them, wjiile Ihe was carried 
about in her covered car, drawn* 
by two heifers, and attended by 
her prieft. His chief buliuefs 
was to obferve when flie ap- 
peared fatiated with rambling, 
and to convey her into the fa- 
cred grove again (2). 


(z) AnnaL lib. v. cap. 9. 
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fight, and devoting all the plunder, and even lives of their ene- 
mies, might cafily lead thofe authois to miftake him for the 
latter. Mars, wheifhis worfhipcame to be adopted, was al- 
ways, as far as can be gathered from ancient monuments, re- 
prefented in armour/ though anciently under the type*of a 
naked fword \ whereas Hefus was only worfliipped under 
the reprefentation of an oak, or even the bare (lump of that 
tree. Mars was worfhippcd not only as the god of war, 
but as the patron and guardian of thofe who were flain, 
whofe fouls the furvivors bequeathed to hkn in thefe words, 
‘‘ Odin receive thee ; maycij thou be with Odin I If*you 
afk wlpt they fuppofed was to be their employment in that 
place of blifs which was called by them Valhalla, , and of 
which Odinus w'as the chief difpofer ; fome of their an- 
cient po^s tell you, that one of them was to caroufe with 
exquifite beer in human Ikulls, whilft Odinus alone was al- 
lowed to drink wine. They y^cro like wife to bg ferved by 
elegant virgins, whofe bufinefs it was to furnifh them with 
a conftant fupply of whatever could make them happy and 
merry ; and this notion of a Mohammed’s jjaradife was no 
fmall incitement to warlike adlions, fince every man’s feli- 
city was to rife in proportion to the number of enemies he 
had egnquered or killed ^ (F). Accprdiyg to this opin^pri*, 

we 

r Edda Mythol. 34, & feq. Carmen in Lodbrog, Reg. ex verf. 
Barthol. Vide Mafeov. & Lediard. Germ. lib. xiv. cap. 3. not. 1. 

(F) The famous king Lod- as tranflated out Edda by 
brog is introduced linging his Bartliollne? 
own requiem, in thefe words, 

Pugnavimus enlibus 
Hoc ridere me facit femper 
Quod Balderi (Odin) patris fcamna 
Parata feio in aula 
BIbirhus cerevifiam brevi 
Ex concavis crateribus craniorum 
Non gemit vir fortis contra mortem 
Magnifici in Odini donfibus 
Non venio defperabundis 
Verbis ad Odini inflam (3). 

We with fwords our valour prov’d. 

This my laughter always mov’d: 

When with Woden I fliall be. 

Seats (hall be prepar’d for me, 

(3) Eida Mythol, 30, & fcq. Carm, in Reg. Lodbrog, Aipra citat. 
Se ah Itroph. zj. 
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we need not wonder at their confecrating fo great a fliare, 
and fometimcs all the plunder of their enemies, making 
him hcir^of all their wealth, keeper ot all their treafure, 
and often vowing their own lives to him 5 fince they ex- 
pe6led to be fo amply rewarded in the next life, and with 
fuch a kind of happinefs as beft fulted with their genius s(G). 

How much of this kind of idolatry they may have had 
before their becoming acquainted with the Romans, is dif- 
ficult to prove i but after that time, eipecialiy when they 
were fubdued b]^ thefn, there h no doubt but they adopted 
many of their other deities, as w^cll as a great number of 
their ceremonies and fuperftitions^ However, it evidently 
ap^ea^s upon the wholejthat their ancient theology differed 
much from the mythology of the Romans and Greeks. The 
Germans, even •according to the teflimony f^f Roman 
writers, neither prefumed to confine their deities within 
temples, por to reprefent tlv^m under any forms ^ ; nor ad- 
mitted into that number any but fuch as they faw and re- 
ceived affiftance and benefit from, fuch as the Sun, Moon, 
and Vulcan /)r the god of fire. Their veneration for their 
deified heroes and heroines, and the encomiums they la- 
^vifiied on them in their poetical performances, extended no 
fafthgrthantotheif virtues and heroic exploits, their ftrength 
and courage, victories and conquefts ; whereas the Greeks 


X Vide inter ah Bartholin, de Contempt. Mort. in Dan. fib, iz. 
cap. i2« Tacit, ibid. cap. 9, tk 43, ^ Csef. Com, lib, vi. cap. 21. 

Thereiour ale in biimmers flows, 

Ani^he hollow Ikulls of foes 
For our pitchers wc fliall choofe. 

No brave man e’er flirinks at death, 

W hen I once refign my breath, 

No defpairing words fliall fliow. 

That reludamly I go 
To great Woden’s court below. 


(G) Their nvy tholog^fls have 
fplit this Odin into two ; the 
more ancient of the two fome 
fuppofe to have been M%rs, 
others the Sun, and the younger 
to have been one of their dei- 
fied heroes ; yet there is no 
doubt but that one. may find a 
great refemblance between the 
ancient Germans, Suevi, 

.|£C. and other 4ifiaQt na- 


tions : fuch, for inflan 
reckon the worflilp ol 
defs Hertha, already r 
which agreed with that whidi 
the Romans and others paid to 
the earth, under the nafme of 
Magna Deorum Mater ; or, as 
Tacitus fays of the latter (4), 
their worftiip of Fria or Friga 
under that denomination. 
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and Romans not only attributed to their deities all their own 
impcrfeiElions, but ftven fantaified their moft monftrous and 
unnatural vices*'. 

The Germans, as well as Gauls, were early taught^ by BtUtvtdi 
their druids^ as fundamental truths* an over-ruling provi- p^^idintM 
denceand the immortality of the foul. The misfortune was, 
that thefe two noble fprings of virt;tte and religion did not 
run long uncorrupted ; for as on the one hand a too eager 
defirc in the people of prying into futurity, and a fatal am- 
bition in their druids and difiners, of*heing thought more but given 
intimately acquainted with the ways of that providence, *in- toborriJ 
trod uc«d an infinite variety of auguries ^nd fuperftitions ; 
and fome of them were of the moft inhuman and diaholiCal 
kind ; fo, on the other, the belief of a future life and im- 
mortality^roved but too fatal an incentive to raftmefs, ambi- 
tion, and cruelty, efpecially after they imbibed thatpoifon- 
ous notion hinted a little higher, that the fureft wty to hap- 
pinefs was to die in the field of battle ; and that their feli- 
city in the next world was to rife according to the number 
of enemies they had deftroyed in this: an ©pinion which 
not only infpired them with barbarous courage and cruelty 
in their wars, but made them lefs felicitous to enquire 
whethgr the motives of them were juft o» unjuft. , • 

Next in authority to thefe pretended prophetefles were Tbe/r 
the druids, or rather prlefts. Caefar fays indeed that they prie/is. 
had no druids, as the Celtes;^but Tacitus, who was better 
acquainted with the Germans, fpeaks frequently of their 
priefts, whofe office and authority, accoi^ding to him, be- 
ing fimilar to that of the Gaulifli druid©^(hew them to 
have been the fame order of men, though they did not, 
perhaps, bear the fame name. For thefe priefts, he tells TAeir 
us®, were not only admitted to their public councils^ but office, dreft^ 
accompanied them in the wars, and bore great authority in 
both. And wx are told, that they were the only perfons 
who had poWer to iinpbfe filence in thpfc meetings, to re- 
prove or punifh offenders ; an authority.which exactly agrees 
with what Caefar fays of the Gaulifh druids, whofe office it 
was to try, condemn, and even to infliifj capital punifhment. 

, As for their ancient laws and government, we can only their law 
lay, that they difeover thofe evident marks by which men^ andge^ 
by degrees, were forced to form themfclvcs into focieties 'vemme/tt. 
for their general good and prefervation ; to have magiftrates 
to govern and protei^ them in times of peace, and generals 
to command and head them in wat. Every tribe had its 
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own form of government, independent of the reft, except^ 
perhaps, that they had fome laws in common, for the bet- 
ter union and prelcrvation of the whole body againft foreign 
tnetnies, or to keep up a kind of balance amongft them- 
felvcs, that one nation (hould not grow too powerful foi 
Httiional the reft : in other refpefts each canton held their national 
councils at lead once a year, in the fpring, and oftener il 
need required, and there deliberated about peace or war, 
the choice of ipagiljrates, and other annual officers, both 
ciyil and military ; the fending out of colonies or auxiliaries, 
and other points, according*^ to their prefent exigence 
Thcfc affemblies were fo exaftly obferved, that werare told 
t£e Kft comer was fure to lofe his life ; a pradice which 
they adopted from the cranes, who did fo by tbofe which 
came laft to rendezvous upon their taking theii *flight into 
other countries It is very probable alfo, that all other 
matters were here finally determined by the plurality of 
votes, rather than by any body of laws they can be fuppofed 
to have had in thofe early days. 

tinpt and In tbofe ftetes which were under a kingly government, 
^Jiiirre^ they applied to the prince only in matters of fmaller mo- 

mtnui, xnetitj but in thofe which concerned the whole nation, to 

the ^rand counci*: Neither did they allow any cKher re- 
venues to thofe monarchs but a part of the fines, and fuch 
free-will offerings as the*peoplc thought fit to make of cat- 
tle, and the fruits of the eai^h ; fo that they had little clfe 
to fupport their grandeur, except their hereditary eftates p. 
Their cxpence vi;as, indeed, inconfideraWe, becaufe all their 
fubjcdls, able^ bear arms, were obliged to follow them 
into the field, and their nobles thought it an honour to 
make part of their retinue; upon which account thefe bad 
the free ufe of the prince’s table, and were fometimes pre- 
^hree or- fented with a horfe or fome of hrs arms. The fubjeds were 
dtrs of divided into feveral ranks or claffes, foeb as nobles, free- 
fuhj46s. born, freedmen, ajpd bondfmen ; in each of which claffes 
thofe were ftill moft efteemed who had figrmlized ihem- 
ielves by their coyrage, conduft, or any worthy exploit. 
taws. Their other laws were rather preferved by tradition and 
cuftom, than kept upop record, fincc .wc have often cb- 
ferved they mad^ it a conftant maxim not to commit any 
thing to writing; but that they had fome fuch laws is ap- 
fmtnt from this, that they ftill retained many, even after 
;^feoftbe Romans had been introduced among them, 
^cy had likewife judges of their own, and their office was 

n Volf. At Idulolatr. Iib« iii. cap- 


Tacit. cs(p* IX* 




Iscld in fuch dlceni> that meh of the blgheft rank were 
promoted to it, as well as thofe of the gfeateft probity^ 
years, ahd diferetion ; even their princes fometimes took it 
upon them ; and every judge had a number of afiefiors^ 
with M^hom he might confult upon occafioh 
Thefe general affemblies were held in the open country ; Jlaia 
for the Germans defpifed cities and fortreffes, as monu- ^ 
ments df fervitude rather than as places of defence ' ; and 
were fome of the lateft of jhe Europeans ^hat either built norfor* 
any for themfelveS, or wOulS take refuge in them ; whgfi- trejps^ 
ever they gave battle they chofe to fight in the open field, 
and when worfled to retire into woods, marfhes, and inac- 
ceflible places, where they could get provifion for theft- cat- 
tle, and keep their purfuers at a diltance, rather than to 
flielter thtmfelves in towns and fortified places, where they 
might be caught as in a trap. It was a common faying 
among them, that even wild Hbeafts would lofe^all their 
ftrength and courage if confined*. We are told, that this 
cuftom fubfifted in Gaul till the eighth century, and much 
longer in Germany The whole nation being naturally of 
a warlike genius, and efleeming cowardice as the greatefi: t,ut aftn* 
reproach and difgrace that could be thrown upon them> 
fortified places were confidered by them ts fo many ihtmt- tempt fir 
ful places of refuge for the weak and pufillanimous ; and 
they confequently defpifed them, *as unworthy a brave peo- 
ple, who always feorned to t^kc advantage of their enemy, 
whether in weapons, entrenchments, difcipline^ and ftra- 
tagems. , 

No nation could take more care than tilPy did to Inut-c Youth, hove 
their youth to hardfliips, to infpirc them lyith a contempt 
of danger, and even of death, and to train them up to mar- 
tial deeds. This was their chief and furell road to wealth, 
honour, and preferment, and, as their priefts taught them, 
even to the greateft happinefs in a future life It was for Armitita* 
this that the ambitious negle^ed agric^jilture, and defpifed fifyraifed 
all mercantile and mechanic employments, how ncccffary 
and advantageous foever, and obliged ;11 who were able to 
bear arms to go into the field. Hence it was that they 
c^uld always ratfe, in a^very fhortatime, fuch powerful ^nd 
numerous armies either to repufife an enemy, or to afliil 
their friends and allies for whenever^ they were difen^ 
gaged from war, the ableft foldiers were fent into forej^ 
fervice, not fingly, or according to their own option, but in 
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cenGderal)le bodies* and under the command of fneb erf** 
ficisr^ as were appointed by the ftatc ; bn which means* the 
wlM||B hation not only fiiared m the honour :of their ex- 
pk>i|i^ but was likewife fumiflied with more e?perieili6ed 
generals. Another advantage was reaped from ifci namely, 
that, when any canton or (late became too popttipos* they 
drew out fuch numbers as could be fpared, to go and feck 
new habitations ; and thefe, by being trained to war, could 
the better fight tjieir way througj;i, and maintain themfelves 
in t^wrfe countries where they fixed their habitation 
ta- They had but little cavalryj' in proportion to their foot, 
I in which they placed the chief of their ftrengtb j but what 
they l^ad of the former was extremely well difeiplined, 
though their horfes were inferior to thofe of the Romans, 
in fize, fwiftnefs/and dexterity, as well as in thofe evolu- 
tions which were fo dexteroufly ufed by the latter y. As 
for faddle* and ftirrups, they* were quite neglected, by both 
Gauls and Germans, who were accuftomed to mount and 
difmount by their own agility; and could, whenever occa- 
fion required, ^ght as well on foot. as on horfcback. Like 
the Gauls and Britons, they fought in feparate cantons or 
bribes; that individuals might exert thefelves the more 
m’&nfcilly in defence •©£ their relations, neighboiiii>, and 
friends, and for the honour.of theii refpe6tive communities. 
We are told, indeed, thatTomeof them, efpecially the Cim - 
hri, formed their whole infaijtry into one fquare battalion, 
and placed their wives, children, and baggage, behind a 
fence made of their waggons: as foon as evcfy thing was 
ready for the a^ck, the fignal was given, and anfwered by 
a univerfal ihout, which was redoubled in a' mofi dreadful 
manner, till they came to clofe engagement. They prac- 
tifed no art or ftratagems in fighting, but placed their whole 
confidence in a joint and furious onfet on the enemy* and 
condnuing it with a defperate intrepidity, tUl they had 
cither won or loft tlje day ; by which means, if they once 
met with a fevere repulfe, or were put into dilbrder, they 
fisJWlom rallied agaim* but became ftupeGed and defperate, 
al^^%ither fought till they died, or elfc betook themfelves 
fe 0 ::||^ht*; for it was reckoned inglorious to yield themi^ 
jfekes prifoners. 

l^idpiOnsi ^Their weapons %erc much inferior tothofeof theRomans; 

tiin cavalry ufed fhidds and fpears in common with the 
foot, but the latter had, befides their darts, bows and flings, 
and fcldomhad recourfe to tbeirpikes and fwords. Helmets, 

* Tacit. Ann. lib* iv* cap. la. y Tacit. Germ.cap. 6. 
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armottr, 'and coats of m^l, were generally defpifed ; fom.c 

of them even afFe£fed to fight naked : fo that if any armour 

was worn among them, it was rather for diftindion than 

defence; upon which account, they adorned them wit|jthe 

horns aix! heads of fome wild beads. Hence thofe fright- AndmethiS 

ful figures which Plutarch obfervcd among the Cimbrian ofujing 

cavalry, fome of which arc dill to be feeii upon the feals 

and arms of thofe ancient times. Their fhields, which they 

diftinguifhed only by diflerent colours, or fome particular 

emblem, were reckoned foYacred, that they lamented jt as 

the greateft difgrace to lofe them in fight; bccaufe none 

durft appear cither at their religious ceremonies,, public 

affembHes^or even funerals, without them. Their arrnflS viffcre Excejivt 

efleemed their favourite furniture, and chiefeft ornament.; fondnefsfaa^^ 

they nev#r appeared in public without diem, and nothit^ 

was fo earnedly wifhed for by their youth, as the day in * 

which they became qualified \o bear them \ The fword 

was fo facred, that no oaths were reckoned more binding 

than thofe they took upon a naked blade'*; neilher did 

they appear in public, or aflift in any folemo -Without 

their fword, fbield, and fpear^. We are cveb'iOfU> that 

they wore them at their familiar vifits, banquets, and rcHj. 

gious«flances. When a German fat •lown, he had his 

fword by his fide, and a fervant behind, to hold his fhield, 

and fpear ; and when he rofe, he* took them up again ^ ; iD> 

a word, he looked upon hiq;jfclf as wedded to bis armj^ 

and when he had worn them from his youth to extreme old 

age, he commonly caufed them to be bqfnt or bifried with 

him, when he died. ^ 

They were likewife greatly inferior to Aft Grieeks and Si^ts ear^ 
Romans in carrying on fieges, being ftrangftrs to it^^fe riidon 
arts and inftriiments which were ufed by the latter, fuchas 
towers and ciicumvallations, battering-rams, mining, and * 
countermining ; placing their confidence in their miilile 
weapons, as darts and (tones, and their vigorous aflauUs 
atul fcalings ; or, when befieged, in a refolutc and intrepid 
refiflance. * Ifthefe failed, as they toj often did, cfpecially 
when they were engaged againfl the wcll-difciplincd Ro- 
mans, they fell immediately into,confufion, and became an 
tafy prey. 

The Germans in general, however, obferved a difei- Punifi- 
plinft with their foldiery; and cowardice ^nd negleft of menu. 
duty Wftiwlfevereiy punifh^ among them : they were not, 

» Ti'cir. uibl fiipra, cap. i j. b Am. Marcel. lib. xvii. cap. it, 
c Nk. B^flfc. Ap. Stob. Serin. 1^4. lib. xxL cap. to* 
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jndeed, fo exa^l in other cafes, but adapted their puniftr 
nients to the different purpofes of tl^e commonwealth } 
-'were fevere againff feme offences, and remifs towards 
IfcrArM/ ptbers } infomuch that ewn murder was not cftcepicd ca- 
(i^Ual. pjt^ amongft them *, but was punifljcd by a fine, of great 
or fma'l cattle, as was deemed a fufficient coropenfation to 
thjt family for their lofs. In difputes and accufations, when- 
the jcafe appeared doubtful or intricate, they had two 
expeditiQua ways of deciding the matter } the one by thetr 
prrtcnded divine auguries, and the other by fingle combat; 
foi'in either of thefe they efteemed Providence as the chief 
4 ireaor, and therefore fubmitted to its unerring judgment, 
“i^hej}, therefore, Varus endeavoured to intioduce the Ro- 
man laws among them, we arc told, that they refufed 
^mj alleging, that it was their way to decide all contror 
yerfies by the fword 

StUndt- were altogether ftrs^ngers to fdences, if we except 

lofe who lived by the fca-coafts, and had made fpme con- 
erable progrefs not only in navigation, and building of (hips, 
ut probably alfo in fome branches of aftronomy, as well 
P5;.©bfer4Kon*as by their intercourfe with other more polite 
nations ! the reft yrere all rude and ignorant, and it is even 
thill in •doubtdd whether they Ij^new the ufe of letters. Their gyeateft 
pbyfic conufted in the knowlege and application of 
certain plants and roots difeovered by obfervation and expe- 
' rience, in which thefe pretenders intermixed a deal of fu- 
perftiiious trafli ; fuch as the time of the moon for gather- 
ing and applying them, charms, and other occult (|uackeries, 
which ferved ^i^ly to excite the admiration of the vulgar. 
Mufit and Mufic and jp^ry were nouch cultivated ^mong them, 
^oei'y- ^though ope* ‘Would be apt to judge their tongue tpo harfti 
arid Hiharnmni'ous for the expreflion of either. But, befides 
shut foreign languages appear more fo to us than to the na^ 
tives, we may reafonably fuppofe, that bpth their mufic and 
poetry being adapted to the genius of the Germaii. nation 
and tongue, their harfhnefs inight be confidered rather as 
a majeftic beauty tHhn a defedli however that be, they 
had a fet of men whtofe bufiijefr it was to couch the heroic 
deeds of their warriors in lyric yerfe, and to fing them to 
the people, upon proper*«ccafions. And as martial deeds 
were the common topic of thefe poems, and one part of 
the inftrumetktai iriuGc, which accompanied it, tya® the 
clattering their fwords agwrift their Ihields, it is no wonder 
Julian the Apoftate, whofc cars were accuftomed more 

. Tacit. Gertpw.eajii' vf & *i- f V«l. Patfre. Mb. ii. 
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f entle and harmonious drains, gives fuch a dightful account 
oth of the Gcrm^ tongue, mufic, and poetry 
Their fports, games, and exercifes, were likewife of the Camts mtt 
mafculine kind, and fit to inure them to the operations of •xereifiH^ 
war. The youth performed them naked, and with incre- 
dible agility, fuch as running, ihooting, fwimming, and 
leaping. Some equeftrian exercifes were much in faftiion 
with them, as they were extraordinary horfemen. They 
were likewife fond of gaming to fuch a degree, that, when 
they had loft all they were Worth, th<?y would venture even 
their liberty upon one caft ^ore of the dice Mantifac- Tf'oitei, 
tures were not introduced very early among them, that of 
linen excepted, which was, perhaps, one of the firftj^i^ot 
the only one they cultivated, for a conGderable time, as it 
was the ^avourate drefs of their women, priefts, and men Dre/$, 
of quality^. Their original drefs, when they came firft to 
clothe themtelves, were the llyns of beafts. The Germans 
and Britons feem to have been feme of the laft who ex- 
changed them for cloatha made of fiax and wool: thefe 
they did not wear long and full, as the Sarmatians, but 
fhort and ftrait, in order to difplay every liml) of the body K 
As they became more acquainted with the Romans, tney 
not improved in their drefs, aixd the manner of w^v** 
ing, flowering, and embroidering tbofe itufFs of which they 
were made, but adopted a great mumber of manufaftures, 
in which they have fince excelled other nations. They did 
not ibon acquire the liberal ^rts, or even that of writing : UPr/Viqg. 
we are told, that Charles the Great caufed fomc of their 
old barbarous poems, which they till th^only fung from 
memory, and contained the a£lions of their ancient kings and 
heroes, to be committed to writing for their ufe, and to en- 
courage them to learn to read K The Saxons had fuch a 
contempt for letters, that they rcfufcd to learn to read the 
gofpels till they were put into verfc, and fet to fuch tunes 
as they could eafiiy Gng®. Even their laws were not, it 
feems, reduced to writing till about the 12th or 13th cen- 
tury ** : a circumftance which plainly*ihews that their runae, 
or letters, which were ufed by the ^^iUnks, and a^ear from 
/ome inferiptions to have been an aukward charafxer, partly 
Roman and partly Greek,’ are fiot of fo ancient a date as 
fome moderns have imagined, fince Venantius, who lived 

s Mifopog. p. 3 36, & fcq. fa Tacit, ubi fupra, cap. t4» * Plin. 
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in the lixth cemiiiyt ^ firft ^tbor who has made any 
mention of them. ^ ^ 

and Before we conclude this feflion, it will not be improper 
to fay fomethiag concerning the chara£ 3 ber and genius of the 
anctent Germans, which was pretty near the fame through- 
put that large country. They are generally deferibed to us 
by Greek and Roman authors as refembling one another, 
and differing from other nations in the largenefs of their 
(lature, ruddy complexkm> blue eyes, and yellow and bufliy 
hair, haughty ahd threatening looks, ftrong conflitutions, 
prdbf againft hunger, cold, aud all kinds of hardfliip 
I^ahur and Their native difpofition difplayed itfelf chiefly in their 
ma^i^l genius, and in their fingular fidelity. The former 
they carried to fuch cxcefs, as came little fliort of down- 
right ferocity ; buc as to the latter they not oi\[.y valued 
tbemfelvcs highly upon it, but were greatly efleemed for it 
by other nations; infomucH that Auguftus, ihd feveral of 
his fuccelfors, committed the guard of their perfons to them, 
and almoll all other nations either courted their friendfhip 
and alliance, or hired tbemfelvcs as auxiliaries : though it 
muft be confened, at the fame time, that their extreme love 
of liberty, and their hatred of tyranny and oppreflion, often 
Inirried .them to ircaphery and murder, efpecially^when 
they thought themfelves ill treated by thofe who hired them ; 
jfor in all fuch cafes they were cafily incenfed, and ex- 
tremely vindidive. In ot:her cafes, Tacitus fays, they were 
noble, magnanimous, and befteficent, without ambition to 
aggrandise their dominions, or invading thofe from whom 
they received i|0 Injury ; rather choofing to employ their 
ftrength and v^our defenfively, than offenfively ; to pre- 
ferve their own, than to ravage their neighbours 
,niir Their friend^ip and intercourfe was rather a compound 

^friindfiip Jioneft bluntncfs and hofpitality, than of wit, humour, 
gallantry. All ftrangers were fure to meet with a kind 
Halit]. reception from them, to the utmoft of their ability ; even 

■* thofe who were not in a capacity to entertain them, made 

It a point of duty to ^introduce them to thofe who could ; 
and nothing was looked upon as more fcandalous and deteft- 
abk than a want of hofpitality. They do not feem, indeed^ 
to have had a ^ile for grVnd and elegant entertainments ; 
they aiie£ied in every thing, in their houfes, furniture, and 
diet, rather plainnefs and fimplicity, than fmnptuoufnefs 
and luxury. |f they lea^^d of the Romans and Gaul§ 

? Tacit. Germ. f«p. 4, & 3®* Horat. epod. xvi. vcr. 7. Juv:! Sat. 
^iii. Aufoa^ Idyl* vti. Comment, lib. i. cap. 39. Apol. lib. viii. 
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the ufe of moneys it was rather becaufe they found it more Uarti ih$ 
convenient than thgr ancient way of bartering one com- uft^f m* 
modity for another ; and then they preferred thofe ancient 
coins which had been damped during the times of the co^m- 
monwealth, efpecially Tuch as were either milled or cut in 
the rims, becaufe they could not he fo cafily cheated in 
them as in fome others, which were frequently nothing 
but copper, or iron, plated over with filver. This laft me- 
tal they likewife preferred before gold, not becaufe it made 
a greater (hew, but becaufe* it was Riore* convenient for 
buying and felling : and as ihey became, in time, more 
dreadedsby, or more ufeful to the Romans, fo they learned 
how to draw enough from them to fupply their whrtc 
country, befides what flowed in from other nations. 

As thcMidefpifed fupetfluities in other Cafes, fo they did Marriagth 
alfo in the connubial way : every man was contented with 
one wife, except fome few of* their nobles, who^ allowed 
themfelves a, plurality, more for oftentation than pleafure, 
and both were fo faithful to each other, and chafte, true, 
and difinterefted in their conjugal afie£fion% that Tacitus 
prefers their manners, in this refpeft, to thofe of the Romans. 

The men fought not dowries from their wives, but beflowed 
gifts iqi*on them. Their youth, in tbofe^old climates, did 
not begin fo foon to feel the warmth of love as they do in 
hotter countries ; it was a commoh rule with them, not to 
marry young ; and thofe were moft eflecmed who conti- 
nued longell in celibacy; becaufe they looked upon it as an 
effcdlual means to make them grow tall apd ftrong * and to 
marry, or confummate before they were fi’Jfrtwenty years 
old, was accounted fhameful wantonnefs ^ (H), The women 7henvhe$ 
(hared with their hufbands not only the care of their fa- iffiaousdu* 
mily, and the education of their chiTdreit; but even the 
hardfliips of war. They attended them in the field, dreiTcd 
their wounds, encouraged them to fight manfully iagaipfl 
their enemies ; and fometimes have, by their 'CC^rage and 
bravery, recovered a vidfory, when it^was upbp" the^6in| 
of being fnatched from them. In a word,,jt,hcy confidcred 
fuch conftant attendance on them not* as It fervitude,,^ like 
tlje Roman dames, but as a duty aijd an honour : but what 
appears to have been (fill a harder fate ti|^n the ancient 
perman women was, that their great excluded all 

. Csefar. Comment, lib. vL cap, ai. 
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thofc from his valhalla, or paradifc, who did not, by fomc 
fUtrdfiip violent death, follow their deceafed husbands. Notwith- 
Handing their having been in fuch high repute for their 
wisdom, and fuppofed fpirit of prcjphccy, and their conti- 
j Qihnus, jjyjjjg faithful and lender helpmates to their hufbands, yet 
they funk in time fo low in their efleem, that according to 
the old Saxon law, he that hurt or killed a woman, was to 
pay but half the fine that he incurred for hurting or killing 
a man 

thiir fu-^ fcarcely any one circumftance in which the Ger- 

mrals* mans, though fo nearly allicfd in moft of their other cuf- 
toms to the Gauls, were yet more oppofite to thenr than in 
tlfemfuncrals. Thefe laft performed the obfequies with 
pomp and profufion : whereas the Germans did the laft 
offices to their ddad with the fame plainnefs an«>fimplicity 
which they obferved in all other things ; the only grandeur 
they afftt£led in them was, *co burn the bodies of their great 
men with fome peculiar kinds of wood ; but then the fu- 
neral pile was neither adorned with the cloaths and other 
furniture of the deceafed, nor perfumfcd with fragrant herbs 
fabtahU gums : each man’s armour was flung into it, and fome- 

tkimgxfiung^ times his riding-horfe •. The Danes, indeed, flung into 
wt%th0ju- the funeral-pile of a prince, gold, filver, and other p-ecious 
m$rmlpile. things ; while the chief mourners, who walked in a gloomy 
manner round the fire, exhorted the by-ftanders to make 
Jibcral offerings in honour of the deceafed ^ They after- 
wards depofited their afhes in urns, like the Gauls, Ro- 
mans, ind other^ nations. One thing we may remark, in 
general, that ^atever facrifices they offered for their dead, 
vrAatever prefents they made to them at their funerals, and 
whatever other fuperftitious rites they might perform on 
fuch occafions^ they were all the confcquences of an efta- 
belief^ that the foul was immort^ ” (t\ 

We 

T lib, i. cap. 45. » Vide Keyzlcr. de Mulier. 

p'^tvdjc. cap. %, c* Saxo-Gfam. lib. viii. Key^. Antiq. Septr 
p/ itj u P^d. Sic. Hilt. lib. v. Amm. Marcel, lib. xv. 
lib. vt, cap. Srrab. Md. & al. 

' ' " i-P' ' ^ 

(I) In genefat^^they feerft to crepiifcule of the gods, or be- 
ta^ had a twoMij^^l^otion of rocs ; by which they meant the 
$ate, tne to pre- confummation of all things by 
the other ^ cc^me a general conflagration (i). Sc 
%hat they called, in their that, according to them, there 
^e, J^gna rqckur, or the was to be a future life of blif 

' Eddie Mv^hoU 4.8. Eivind. Scaldafoilcr. Sc al. ao. Kcyzl 



Hijoty of the Geirmans. 

Wc (hall clofc this (eflion with obrervm& that the no- VitniUm^iA 
tion of future happijjefs obtained by martial exploits, efpc- ct^om 
cially by dying fword in hand, made them lament the fate Aw*# ' 
of thofe who lived to an old age, as diflionoofable here, and 
hopelefs hereafter ; upon which account tbCy had a barba- 
rous cuftom of fending them into the other world. This 
cuftom lafted for feveral ages after their receiving Chriftia- 
nity, efpecially among the Pruffians and Venedi; the for- anJeonti- 
mer of whom, it feems, difpatched by a fudden death, not nutdtiU 
only their children, the Tick* and fervants* but even their 
parents, and fometimes themfelves : and among the latter 
we havoiinftances of this horrid parricide pr^fed even in 
the beginning of the 14th century *. All that neefrte 
added is, that if thofe perfons thus fuppofed to have lived 
long enough, either defired to be put to 'death, or at Icaft 
feemed chearfully to fubmit to what they knew they could 


w See Cliriftoph. Hartknoch. Antiq. PrulT. diflVrt. xiii. x Ma- 
rcfcale Annah Herul. & Vandal lib. 5i. cap. S. Krantz. Vandal, 
lib. vii. Keyzlcr. ubi fupra, p. 147, & feq. 


and mifery, till the dcllrudtion 
of the world ; and another, 
which was to follow it prefently 
after, when a new fun, new 
heavens, and a new earth, were 
to be created, and in them a 
place of endlefs hnppincfs for 
the good, and anothef of endlefs 
mifery for the wicked. 

The old earth being deftroy- 
cd, they believed a new one is 
to ftart up out of the fea, which 
will produce all thin^ neceflary 
and delightful tp us inhabi- 
tants ; and that the males and 
females, which efcape the ge- 
neral deftru^tion, are quickly 
to replenifli it wit^ a more hope 
fill oiFspring ; that on the fouth 
fide of heaven there is a court 
»uch brighter than the fun it- 
felf, and which will be piwf 
againft the flames which are to 
deflroy the reft of the creation^ 
and there it is that the good 
will be preferved for that new 
and cndlef? life ; that the ge- 


nei:al deftruftion is to be pre- 
ceded by the raoft fevere fea* 
Tons, l)]loodjr wars, and enor- 
mous crimes, after which* two 
roouftrous wolves are to be let 
loofe, who fliiali devour fun, 
•moon, and ftars : that the rain- 
bow, by which fhe fouls of the 
good went |ip to heaven, will 
be broken do\^ : that fotne of 
the afie, or deifled heroes, (hall 
begin an unfuccefsful war,, and 
Odin himfelf be devoured by 
one of the wolves ; after which 
the univerfe is to be fet on fire : 
that there is another court, as 
difmal as the other is glorious, 
whorq,g^es open towards the 
north t the fences of it are en- 
twined with the hinder parrs of 
Henomoui ferpents, whole heads 
are* all turned towards the infide 
of it, and caft continual ftreams 
of deadly poifdn, which infetfli 
all the rivers round it, through 
which the wicked are forced to 
wade (z). 


(2) £dd$ Mythol. 30, U 4S. Eivind. Scaldafpileir* Sc aU apt Keyz. 
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The Hijlory of the, Girmanu 

not avoid, theit earit was comraohlf preceded by a faft, and 
their funeral by a fcaft j but if they endeavoured to fliun 
it, as it fometimes happened, both ceremonies were per- 
forpied with tthf deepeft mourning. 

We ittuft iitewife obferve, that in thefe funerals, as well 
as in all their other feafts, they were famed for drinking to 
excefs ; and it may be faid of them, above all the other 
defcendents of the ancient Celtes, that their hofpitality and 
banquets conlifted much more in the quantity of ftrong li- 
quors than in the elegance of eating. Beer^ and ftrong 
mead, were fuppofed to be the chief promoters of health, 
ftrength, fertyity, and bravery ; upon which account they 
m^d^no fcruple.to indulge themfelves to the utmoft, not 
only in their feafts, and efpecially before an engagement, 
but even at their tommon meals, 

SECT. III. 

The Hijlory of the Ancient Germans. 

■X^HAT induced thc^Romans to invade Germany, we 
have'fecm in the courfe of the Roman hiftory. The 
’ Oerinans were tbtn fo'far from being formed into onr^finglc 
community, that they were divided into a great number of 
fmall kingdoms and coinmon wealths* They might, indeed, 
regard thcnjfelVfes in gencraj as a nation defeended from 
the fame ftock, and therefore have fome laws in common to 
all, eJthbr for fupporting each other againft foreign inva- 
ders, or for thdSprefervation of a due balance amongft their 
great variety of commonwealths 5 but in other refpefts 
each had its particular form of government, laws, policy, 
and intereft. They were all bred up in an exceflive 
love of liberty, and hatred to all kinds of invafion ; and 
could not, but with jealoufy and refentmeut, behold the 
daily encroachments wtteb' the Romans codtinually made 
on all their wi^bout uniting 

themfelves and' affifting thofe 

who were to the ambition of 

thofe conquerd^:; and conqoefts 

#feteh"ended in fof the politic Ro- 

Owma footi took the advai^l^t^ theif into 

folinahy different rduftibiiciy aiad by fb^e^i#g jealoufiea 
fomc, bribin^^iitld corrupting others, and by ufing 
1 ® tllfeBf force ^od ah airainft the rcftT >Mv 



Tn?€ Hifiory of tht Germans* 

Before we come to the Roman invafion, it will be ncccf* 
fary to mention foqje tiaiifaflions relating to the ancient 
Germans, which are previous to that event ; the firil of 
which is thevGauiiOi irruption into their territories, under 
the conduft of Segovefus, whilft his brother Bellovefas made 
the like over the Alps. T hefc two valiant princes were ions 
to the filter of Ambigatus, a king of the Celtae, or Gauls, 
about the time of Tar<]uinius Prifeus. That monarch of 
the Gauls, finding his fubje£fs increafe too fall for the ex- 
tent of his territories, refoivtd to fcnc! ouf two large colo- 
nies to fettle fomewhere elfe,ajnderthe condufl of his 
nephews. Thcfe being direiSled, as the Gaulifh manner 
then was, by the flight of birds, the former pafled ovej^e 
Rhine, and fettled in the Hercynian foreft, whilft the other 
penetrateeb into Italy, as we have feen •in a former vo- 
lume. Whether the Germans had any concern in this lat- 
ter expedition, does not clearly*appear. if the regions ly- 
ing at the foot of the Apeimine hills were at that time inha- 
bited by Germans, or Semi-Germans, as Livy calls them* 
there is no queftion but they might be burned, by thofe 
GauUlh fwarms, to follow them in the exenruons, and ftiarc 
in the devaftations and pillages which they committed : 
but hitherto it is uncertain whether the rjft of the German 
nation were at all concerned in them, fince Tacitus gives 
them this peculiar chafafter, that*they rather ftudied how 
to preferve their ow% than howto invade the territories of 
others y ; and it is moft likely *that they did not begin to aft 
offenfively againft the Romans, at leaft till they were^larmed 
at the greatnefs of their power, and lh5 ^lily encroach- 
ments they made around them. Swarms of colonies they 
muft be fuppofed to have fent abroad, to prevent being 
cramped for room, as they multiplied fo fall ; but there was 
fo much land to fpafc towards the north parts of Europe, 
and fo little on the fouth parts, where they were aJfo 
fure to m^et with a ftrenuous oppofition, that they poured 
moft of them towards the other way, at leaft till the Gauls, 
in fome meafurc, obliged them to malce rcprifals. 

The firftof.tbrfc we m^tet with, and tvhich, in all appear- 
a^ice, is of than that of Segovefus into Ger- 

many, is thid; trf the Jfelg% <mc oPtbe ficrceft and moft war- 
like nations ^f GiSiSSiany, wha btv^ing pafTed the Rhine, and 
driven the >4Bauls dot of a icafiton of that country, feated 
themfelves fo firmly in: ity,vthat neither th^r neighbours, 
whom tbey continually anttoyed, norany^other nation, could 
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Iit|Iei>roiid of this fettlemettt, and that they a£led with i 
high hand over all their neighbours * ;riand they were, pro- 
babiy, called Belgse, upon that account* that word, in the 
old Teutonit;* fignifying fierce and quarrclfome. They af- 
terward!, peopled the coails of Britain, drove the natives in- 
to the inland parts, and wa^ed continual wars with the 
Germans. Prom this irruption of the Belgae into Gaul, 
which is the firil the German nation made upon them, at 
leafl that we read of, thefe two nations continued in a kind 
of alternate ftat^ of hoftility ahd friendfliip ; fometimes in- 
va*ding each other’s territoriet, at other times affifting each 
other againll the Romans : but it is time that wc (hould 
fpoah of thofe wars which the fcveral German nations waged 
againlt thefe lafl, and the defeats in confequence of which 
tbw were fubdued. * e 

. Cimhri hi* The firft who ventured to invade the Roman territories, 
ntgdtUalj* were thtj Cimbri and Tcutones : we have already fpoken of 
their ancient fcttlcment, the former in the Cimbrica Oher- 
fonefus, and the latter on the coafts and ifles of the Baltic ; 
but whether {or want of room, or, perhaps, invited by the 
beauty of a warmer clime, both thefe nations marched 
through Noricum and Illyricum, penetrated into Italy, de- 
bated' the Romans in# feveral pitched battles, and tK*;cw all 
Italy into the greateft confternation. In the firft of thefe 
a 3 ions they vanquiflicd the conful Papyrius Carbo; in an- 
other, they defeated M. Junius Silimus, another conful, 
who was foon after called to* a fevere account for his bad 
fuccefs^ in the third, L. CafTius ; and, in a fourth, the 
brave M. Aur^ijus Scaurus, whom they took prifoner, and 
put to death, by order of their king Bolos, for fpeaking too 
Difeated warmly in praife of the Romans : but after fcveral other fuc- 
Marius, cefles in Italy, they were totally defeated and deftroyedby 
the valour and policy of the conful Marius. How greatly 
the Romans efteemed this viftory may be proved by the 
triumph, and other fingular honours, which they decreed 
both to Marius and to Catulus, as well as by the monu- 
ments which thefe caufed to be erefted in memory of this 
tranfatlion. Thofe Cimbri, who efcaped the dreadful flaugh- 
ter, in all likelihood, returned into their own country ; £9r 
they are faid to have feftt a^ryrardt a fubmiflive cmbafTy 
to Auguftus • ; and are likewife mentioned, by authors of 
later date, as the moil warlike of all the northern Germans ^ 
down to Claudian’s time, who calls the north fea by their 
name: but it is likely the Saxons, their neighbours, join^ 

: Ciefar. Comment. Hb*. ii. cap. 4. Strabo, lib. vii. 

Tacit. Germ. cap. 37. Ptoiem. lib. ii. cap. ii, . 



The Hijtaiy of the Germans^ 

ing ^ith them in their cxcurfions, and growing, by de- 
grees, more powcr(|il, the Cimbrian name was fwallowcd 
up in theirs 

The next excurfion we find recorded of the Germans, is Ario^yf^ 
that which happened in Julius Caefar’s time, on occafM>n 
the jcaloufy, which it is juftly fuppofed that poiitic con- 
queror fomented between the -^dui and the Averni, the two ^ 
moft potent nations in Gaul ; the former of whom being in 
friendlhip with Rome, and the latter allied with the Sequa- ^ * 
ni, thefe laft thought fit to tall in th'b neighbouring Ger- 
mans to their afliftance. At firft, only fifteen thoufa’nd 
joined them ; but they grew fo enamoured of this delight- 
ful country, that, to keep their footing in it, they feaMbr 
freih fupplies from ovei the Rhine, infomuch that they 
amounted^ at laft, to one hundred and -twenty thoufand. 

The Sequani, by their afliftance, foon fubdued the -®dui; 
but their victory coft- them dear ; for they were forced by 
Arioviftus, the German king, to evacuate one third part of 
their kingdom, to afl'ord a fettlement for his troops. He 
foon after obliged them to cede another thq^, as a fcttle- 
ment for forty thoufand Harudes, who crofled over to him, 
and, at the fame time, by his addrefs, induced Julius Cse- Con^rmtd 
far, tl^n conful, to allow him the title ^nd honour pf h 

king ** : but it proved a fhort-lived kingdom, and Caefar, 
who only carefled him for his o\vti purpofes, foon found a 
fpecious pretence to depofe him. The great numbers of 
Germans which Arioviitus hacl brought into Gaul, and the 
fuccefs which attended their bra irery, raifed the* Roman 
jcaloufy, and alarmed not only the Sequanv but the great- 
eft part of the Gauls, who theieupon applied to the conful, 
complaining bitterly agriinft the German devaftations, and 
the danger they were in of being quickly fwallowed up by 
thefe invaders. Caefar turned all this to his own advantage, 
and defired an intervie\y with the German prince, who found 
means to excufe himfelf from it, and to get fix other na- 
tions, or cantons, to join him, befides bis own Suevi, and 
a frefh reinfortrement of thofe which were h aliening over to 
him ; upon which, Caefar made, what •expedition be could 
t4)wards him, to prevent their jui^£lion. 

A conference was at length agfecd upon, in which Caefar His iaur* 
ufed fome threats^ and plainly told him, that the Romans ww «,i>i 
would doubly refent his tyrannic ufe of their old friends the 
JEduit after they had {hewed him fo much regard, and be- 
llowed fuch honours upon him ; and therefore infiftcd^ that 
he Ihould reftore their hoftages, fend back part of his Ger- 

® See M^^cov, in fin, lib, I* S Dio, lib. xxxviH. 
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hlan tifoopsj and forbear all fqturc hoftilities. To this im- 
perious language Arioviftus, in vain, pleaded the right of 
conqueft, his being invited into Gaul, and his treaties with 
the Sequa^ii and even offered his fervices and fiiendfliip to 
Gsilar hjimfelf : the conference was broken up, and followed 
by a dreadful engagement, in which the Germans were de- 
feated with great daughter. A confiderableliumber, how- 
ever, cfcaped acrofs the Rhine with Arioviflus, who did 
not long outlive this difafler. In confequence of his death, 
the nations whieh fought undQ:r him difperled thcmfelves, 
tht ^arcomans into Boioh^um, under the conduct of 
M^rbb<3^uus ; the Iribochi, Nemetes, and Vangipnes, re- 
nuttl^d in Gaul, or went over the Rhine, and fubmitted, 
witji the Ubii, to the Romans; forwc find them flill fcat- 
cd atlong the banks of that river As for thofe^Suevi who 
were a^mbled on the fame fide, they retired, upon their 
receiving the news of his defeat; but a great number were 
cut od, in their flight, by the Ubii, who had been treated 
in a hoftile manner by them. And thus ended this fccond 
expedition ofj;he Germans into Gaul. 

The very next year the Belgje, alarmed at the fuccefs of 
the Romans, formed a grand alliance with the Celtes, Ger- 
rgans, and Gauls^in qrder to drive them farther from their 
neigl'ibourhood. CWfar, according to his cuflom,founa means 
to fow fuch divifion^ amongfl: them, that many of thofe al- 
lies fubmitted to him ; only the Nervii, Atrebates, and Ve- 
romandui, flood firm, and though ^defeated at length, yet 
yielded <liiiTr one of the dearell viftories he had ever obtain- 
ed : fo that thfc Whole Bclgic nation was forced to fubmit to 
the Roman yoke ^ Comius, a faithful dependent upon 
Caefar, was made king of the Atrebates, and foon gained a 
confiderable authority over all that country. The Atuati, 
about the fame time, hearing of thefe rapid conquefls, came 
in a body to the fuccour of the Atrebates, and entertained 
no fmall contempt of the Romans, when they found them 
Ib far inferior in flature : they were, hovvever, ‘foon unde- 
ceived, to their cofi:, when being vigoroufly b<^lieged in their 
capital, into yvhich ^hey had been forced to retire after the 
defeat of the Atrebates,^ and unable to obtain better terms 
than tofurrender at diferetiou, both their city, and all the 
prrifon, to the number of fifty-three thoufand, were fold 
by the conqueror. 

Csefar was, not ion^ afterwards^ forced into a war with 
two other Germant nations, the Tenaeri and Ufipetcs ; 
;hefe, having been driven out of their own territories by the 

• Xa<at. Geiiu* cap* Csf. Comment* lib. ii. pafT. 

Suevij 
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Suevi, tlie fierceft and moft warlike of all the northern Ger- 
mans, had palled into Gaul, and fettled themlelves in the 
neighbourhood of the Eburoncs and Condruh. Cad'ai was 
then at Rome, taking meafurcs for obtruding the cabals of 
Lucius Domitiiis againfl him ; but was obliged to hallcn 
into Gaul, to prevent their joining with that nation againd 
the Romans. Upon his arrival, they fent an cmbalTy to ac- 
quaint him with the rcafons of their coniinginto that coun- 
try, and to intreat that he vy<^uld allqw'' tjjcm fettlements 
there, promifing, on that condition, to ferve him upon ^dl 
occahons; otherwife declaring they would maintain their 
ground Ify force of arms. Cajfar not only refufed to grant *TenSlert 
them their requcll, but fell fuddenly and furioiilly upon Ufipe^ 
them, and made a terrible (laughter. Of thofe w^ho efcaped, 
the greattft part periflied in endeavourmg to crofs the 
Maeie s ; but their cavalry, who happened not to be in the 
battle, crolTed the Rhine, and Tied to the Sicambft, whofe 
territories lay betw^eeri thofe two rivers. This retreat, and 
the afliftance wdiich the Ubii about Cologne folicited againfl 
the Suevi, afforded him a pretence for building a bridge ^ bridge 
over the Rhine, to the great furprize of all the Germans, built ever 
but efpecially of the Sicambri, w^hofe country he ravaged,^-^^^ 
withciH mercy. 

This was the firft time, in all probability, that the Ro- 
mans fet foot on the German territories, which became af- 
terw^arcls the feene of much Uloodflied on both fides, both 
under that conqueror and his fucceffors, and which ended 
in the conqueil of this brave nation. TheTreviri were the T'beTre- 
firft who provoked that general to invade'* their country, 
who does not appear to have had any intention, upon his 
firft entering Germany, to carry on a war againlt them, but 
only to keep them in awe, by convincing them that he was 
not afraid to attack them in their own territories (I). How- 
ever that be, the Treviri, grown jealous of the Romans, had, 
by their credit, almoft ftirred up a general revolt in Gaul, 
which had groaned feme time under the Roman yoke. 

This obliged Caefar to fend Labienus ggainft them, whilft 
he went to the affiftance of Cicero, who was, in fome mea- 
befieged by the Nervii. have already given an * 

Comment, lib. iv. cap, i, & feq. 

(1) Csefar had two other the other, by timely affft- 
views, the one to (hew the Ger- ance he gave the Ubii againll 
mans, by the example of the the Suevi, to induce them to 
Sicambri, how dangerous it was fet a high value upon Roman 
to exafperatc the Romans ; and friendfliip, 
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The Htftory of the GermatfS. 

account of all thefe tranfadigns, in the hiilory of the PkT- 
mans, to which we refer the reader. 

For the fame reafon we (liall content onrfelves with a 
fupmary recapitulation of the principal efiorts which they 
made, in all lavourable coniumSiincs, for the recovery of 
their liberty, and the defperate wars which they renewed, 
and carried on, againft the Roman emperors, during feve- 
rvil centuries, till they had accomplilhed their end, and fub- 
dued their coiiguer^rs. 

^In the reign of Aiiguftiis, who had iflTued out fome edicfls 
againft the inhuman fuperfthions of the druids, which, in 
all likelihood, aftedfed both nations, the Germa^iis feized 
tITflf opportunity to pafs the Rhine, and ravaged thofc coun- 
tries which were fubjecl: to the empire. Agrippa was fent 
againft them, wbofc arrival fo intimidated therf:, that they 
quickly repafled that river ; but w^hilft be was gone into 
Spain, tliey repafted it, and^defeated a body of Roman borfe, 
and attervvards the Crallic proconful M. JLollius, from whom 
they carried off a ftandard: but he foon recovered his ho- 
nour, and di«..ve them back again with confiderable lofs. 
All this time the Gauls were meditating a general revolt ; 
upon which Drufus w^as fent to quell them, which he had no 
fooner done tliAi he pafled the Rhine, carried eve^'y thing 
before him, and penetrated almoft to the German Ocean. 

The dimgerous revolt* which happened among the Roman 
legions left in Pannonia, which was happily quelled 
partly by Drufus, and afterwards wholly by Germanicus, 
gave occafion fo; a frefh invafion, which the laft mentioned 
general carrid!5* on with great fuccefs, and much havoek and 
daughter of the Germans for fifty miles round ; and, if wc 
may believe Tacitus, without the lofs of one fingle Ptoman. 
This adion, which may be more properly called a maflacre 
than a conqueft, irritated fomc other German nations againft 
them; but thefe likewife had the misfortune to be defeated. 
The Ptoman general had foon after a fairer field offered to 
him, by the rupture between the two German chiefs, Ar- 
niinius and Segeft^s, the former a fworn enemy to the Ro- 
mans, the latter a firm friend. What advantage Germa- 
nicus took of this rupbt^rc, we need not repeat, but oiily 
obferve, that the Germans fufFered feveral defeats, and Ar- 
minius himfelf, after fome advantages gained over them, 
was totally routed. All that wc fhall add concerning this 
war is, thatithough it coll the Roman general very dear, 
yet he had received fuch reinforcements of men and arms 
from Gaul and other parts, that he hoped in one campaign 
to have reduced all Germany ; but his fuccefs raifed the 
jeaioufy of Tiberias, and occafioned his being recalled. 

Their 
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Tlieir other tnoft confiderable wars with the Romans were 
^aged againfl: the erriperors M. Aurelius, Alexander, Maxi- 
Min, Valerian, Aurelian, Probus, Conllantius, Julian, Va- 
l^ntinian, ami fome of his fucceflbrS; but thele, and ihe 
fequel of their hiltory, will be beft fcen in fome of the fub- 
f^quent chapters, where we {hall fpeak of them under the 
names of Alemans, Gepidae, Franks, Suevi, Heruli, and 
Burgundi. 

All rlicrefore that is necefnj^ry to addjn ^lis chapter, and 
that only by way of connc£lion and introdudfion to tjie 
modern liiflory of Germany ifi? that thefe frequent and fuc- 
cefsful ij^undations of thofe fierce and warlike northern na- 
tions happened about the time of the declenfion ot *tTie 
Weftern empire, when it had been not only much weakened Decny of 
by the divifion made by Conflantirte the Great, and after- 
wards by rheodofius, but moft parts of it torn by inteftine 
broils and wars, efpecially th(? provinces of Italy, Gaul, 
and Spain, divifions which proved a great encouragement itrjnfion. 
to thefe Barbarians to invade and ravage them almoft with- A. D. 47^- 

oht refiflance. In the firfl of thefe provinces<3doacer, king 

of the Heruli, made fo fuccefsful an expedition, that Au- 
guflulus, then on the throne, not being in a condition to 
make kead againft him, was forced tb yield the empire to 
him, a ccfTion which put an end to that dignity in the Weft, 

^S we have formerly hinted, and rfiall more fully unfold in 
a fubfequent chapter. , 

The Heruli reigned hot long in Italy before tbjy were 
driven oUt of it by the Oftrogoths, and thftfe were at length 
expelled by Juftinian j fo that the province became again 
a part of the Eaftern empire ; but it was already rendered fo 
weak in every part, and more efpecially in Italy during 
the exarchate of Ravenna, that the popes found means to 
obtain the temporal as well as fpiritual jurirdidlion over a 
confiderable portion of it ; while die Lombards feized upon 
another part, which they erected into a kingdom. Thefe 
laft gave the pontiffs fo much Uneafinefe, that pope Adri.ih 
I. who was then befieged in his capital^by Defiderius, king 
of the Lombards, was forced to apply to Charlemagne for 
alTiftance, who came accordinglj^-with a powerful armyj 
and having defeated Defiderius, caufed bimfelf to be 
crowned king of Lombardy. By this expedition he became 
mafter of a great part of Italy, as he was before of France 
and Germany. 

It was upon this occafion that the pope, as well W cx- 
prefs his gratitude to that fuccefsful monarch for his paft 
fervices, as to fecure the friendfhip of fo powerful a pro- 
teftor, and thereby his new-acquired tciliporalities, did, by 
D a th« 
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tTie confent of the Roman people, caufe him to be cfcctared 
emperor, and ere£lctl a new Weftern efnpire *, but with thia 
condition, however, that as that pontiff' was lord of the ter- 
ritories about Home, he fhouid Hill continue tQibave his re- 
fidence in that metropolis, while Charlemagne, whole do- 
minions were moftiy on this hde the Alps, as well as in 
gratitude and complail'ance to the popcj^, fhouid fix the head 
of his new empire in Germany, that he might be nearer 
the center of it. Thus did Germany become the feat of 
the WcHern empire, which, though but a iJiaciow of the 
ancient Roman, hath hithcito maintained itl'elf under a 
conllant feries of imperial nioiiarchs, as will be more fully 
reffirtd in the imodcrii hiHory. 

But before we deferibe the progrefs of thofe northern in- 
vaders, it will be* neccll'ary, according to our plifn, to pafs 
over to the Britilli illes, whole firH: inhabitants were un- 
doubtedly of ancient Ccltic-extracl. 


C H P. LXXXIV 

The Ancient State and llijlory of Britain^ to the 
Time of its being defer ted by the Romans^ and 
thcAnvafion of the Angles and Saxons. 

SECT. I. 

"Dcfirlption of Britain. "The firji hihahitants. The Cnf 
tomSy Religiony Government^ of the Ancient Bri- 
tons. The State of Britain under the Romans. 

Mritahit ^ ^ ifland which is now called Great Britain, and 

called in X comprehends the two kingdoms of England and 
wore an- Scotland, wdth the principality of Wales, was, in more 
cient times, ancient times, by way .of diftinrSlIon, ftyled Albion, the 
name of Britain being then common- to all the iflands that 
lie round it. Hence Agathctneius, fpeaking of the Britifli 
iflands, “ They are many in number (fays he) ; but the 
jnoft confiderable among them are Hibernia and Albion 
And Ptolemy, to the chapter wherein he deferibes the ifland 
ROW called Great Britain^ prefixes the following title^ ** Tht 

^ Agatheta* lib. xl, cap. 4. 
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fifuntlon of Albion, a BritKh iflandi.” But as this far ex- 
celled the other BritWi illands, the name of Albion, in pro- 
Cefs of time, was entirely laid afide, and that of Britain, by 
way of excellency, ufcdinirs room. By this name it \yas 
known in Pliny’s time, and even in Csefar’s. “ The ifland 
of Britain (fays Pliny), lb much celebrated by the Greek 
and Latin writers, was formerly called Albion, the name 
of Britain being then common to all theiflands round it 
And Caefar obferves, “ The ^thcr ang’ys of^ Britain, iboot- 
ing out to the wed, lies over-agaiuft Spaiii; on which fi^le 
is Hibernia, an illand thought*to be half as big as Britain, 
and aboiTt the fame dillance from Britain as Britain is from 
GauH.” Hence it is manifed, that the name of Britain, oHT:c 


common to all the illands in our ocean, was in Caefar’s time 
become peculiar to the illand which is liill known by that 
name. Whence it had the name of Albion is uncertain, 
fomc deriving it from the Greek word alphon^ wlflch, ac- 
cording to Fellus, fignifies white^ the chalky cliffs that in 
feveral places rife on our coafts being of that colour; while 
others pretend this name to have been bor»wed from a 
giant, the fon of Neptune, mentioned by feveral ancient 
writers. Some of our etymologifts have recourfe to the 
Hehreft tongue, and fome to the Phfenitian ; alben in tHfe 
former fignifying whhey and alp in^thc latter hi^h. The de- 
rivation from the Greek word alphoriy or from the Hebrew 
alben^ feems to be countenanced by the Britifli poets, who 
llyle Britain, Inis Wen, that is, the white ifland’^. 

The origin of the name Britain is no Igfs uncertain than 
that of Albion. Nennius, and fome other 'Britifli writers, 
derive it from Brutus, whom they likewife call Brito, the 
fifth in defeent from the celebrated A^^neas. Others bring 
it from the Britifli words pryd cahiy that is, a white forniy 
foftened by degrees into Britannia. The learned Camden 
derives it from the word brhhy which, in the ancient lan- 
guage of the illand, figniries paititedy and tanin^ importing 
in Greek a yegien or country^ fo that %he name Brithania 
changed, in procefs of time into Britannia, exprelfes what 
the Britons really were, that \Sypamted. Somner, difliking 
C?linden’s etymology, fuppofes thjt? the name Britain comes 
from hrydioy flgnifyiiig, in the Britifli tongue, rage^ in allufion 
to the violent motion of the fea that furrounds the illand. 
Of thefc four etymologies the flrfl; is founded on a fable } 
and againft the other three lies one common, and, in our 
opinion, unanfwerable objection, which is, that the name 
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Qt Britain tvas given tojthe ifland by foreigners, who coul 4 
not borrow it from the Bridfh tong\ie, with which they 
were, in all likelihood, unacquainted. That the ifland re- 
ceived the name of Britain from foreigners is evident, fince 
the natives never flyled themfelves Britons, nor their coun- 
try Britain, their true name being Cumri or Cumbri *, whence 
Cambria, the name of Wales to this day among the Welfli. 
Befides, the fecond etymology, deriving Britain from pryd 
Cain, appears too far fetched. As to Camden’s etymology, 
Somner obferves, that Caefar, in telling us the Britons 
painted their bodies with w>oad, fpeaks only of the inabi- 
tants pf Albion ; w^hereas, all the ifles in our ocean were 
czfHisd by one general name, Infula Britannicte, Britifl^ 
Iflands- Is it probable th^tt a name, common to all the 
iflands in our oc6an, fhould owe its origin to aiiuftom pe- 
culiar to one, though the mod confiderable amongfl: them } 
With re/pcdl to the rage and fury of the fea, whence Som- 
per derives the name of Britannia, it is not true that the 
fea rages more on the coaflof Great Britain than elfewhere. 
BotA/irfs The learned- Bochart, fpeaking of the colonies and lan- 
Qf^tnion the guage of the Phoenicians, offers a conjecture, which moft 
weji na- Qf 0^. modcrp writers have adopted as the mofl natural. 
tural. Phoenicians^ according to that writer”, calk'd this 

ifland, and fome others near it, Barat-Anac, that is, the 
land or country of tin or icady and more contraiSledJy Brata- 
pac ; which name, paffing ^from the Phoenicians to the 
Greeks, and from ihefe to the Romans, might have been 
foftened into that of Britannicae and Britannia. 

%efcription Britain lies^oppofite to France and Gerniany, in a tri-^ 
ofthecoun- angular form, having three propiontories firetching out 
three different w^ays; Belerium, the Land’s-end, towards 
the weft ; Cantium, the Kentifli or North Foreland, towards 
the eaft ; and Traviflum or Orcas, Cathnefs, towards the 
north. It is divided from Ireland, to the weft, by the Ver- 
givian or Irifh fea 5 wafhed on the north by the northern 
ocean ; on the eaft,, where it faces Germany, by the Ger- 
man ocean ; and pn the fouth, towards France, by the 
Britifh channel, called by the Romans Fretum Britanni- 
cuna. Some writers have conje£iured, that, where the 
channel is moft contracted, the ifland was anciently joined 
by an ifthrnus to the continent. It lies between the 50th 
and 59th degrees of north latitude, extending from north 
to fputh about 560 mile?. Its breadth is various ; and in 
pompafs its three fides are found to contain, allowing for 
jhe windings of the coaft, about eighteen hundred miles. 

II Boebart. lib* i. cap. 39, 

The 
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ferlility and pleafantnefs of Britain gave occafion to 
Ifaacius Tzttzcs to imagine, that tliefc were the Fouiinate 
Wands defcrlbed by ^he poets, where the face of nuiurc 
fmiled with a peipctual fpiing. It was, in iormcr times, 
the granary of the Weltcrn empire; for hcncc an immciife 
q<iantity of com was every year tranfported for the fupply 
of ilie armies on the frontiers of Germany. 

'^rhe fouthern parts ot Britain wen pcttpled, according to 
Caifar by the Gauls. Tacitus is ot th.e fame opinion i'; 
which is followed by moil olVhc ancient n9 well as modern 
writers. It is chiefly foundeej^on the hmilarlty obferved«by 
the Ron-^n writers between the two nations in their eufioms,. 
manners, language, religion, form of goverrinient, and v\^iy 
of fighting. Befides, as the Gauls fcnc colonics into It.dy, 
Spain, G^many, Thrace, and Alia, it i^biit rcafonable to 
conclude, that they did the fame with refpeeft to Britain, 
which lay fo near them, that they couitl difeern It fiom the 
continent, and was no lefs plentiful than the otRer coun- 
tries wTere they fettled. As for the more northern ijihahi- 
tants of Britain, Tacitus infers, from the make of their 
limbs, and other circumftanccs, that they came from (.Ger- 
many I’ ; and Csefar telling us that they were Aborigines, 
feems^to imply, that he difcoveied yo affinity in their lap-* 
guage, manners, and cufloms, with thofe pf Gaul,* and 
the fouthern parts of Britain. • 

The Piifls, wdio poflefled the eaflern parts of Britain, 
which lay north of the Tyne,*thc venerable Bede fays, came 
out of Scythia in long fliips, aiui landed firfl in the north 
of Ireland ; but not being fuffered to feple there by the 
Scots, who then poflefled that ifland, they were adviftd to 
plant themfelves in the north part of Britain ; which they 
did accordingly, with the aflillance of the Scots, who like- 
wife fupplied tlicm with wives to perpetuate their colony, 
on this condition, that, in all difputes concerning the fuc- 
ceffion to the crown, the Pi<Sls fliould prefer tire female to 
the male line of their former kings; “ which is obferved 
among them (fays Bede) to ibis day*^.’* By Scythia, Beile 
perhaps meant the northern parts eff Germany; for that 
Scantlinavia, now comprehending the kingdom , of Sweden, 
Denmark, and Norway, was, by the beft writers of the 
middle ages, flyled Scythia, is proved by the learned Ufhcr% 
and Stlilingflect % of whom the latter admits, as nut irn- 
probabh’jthe conjedlurc of IlecAor Boctius, deriving ihcPicls 
from the Agatliyrfl who from Sarmatia came into Cim- 

^ Caefar, lib. v. cap. i6. P Tacif. Vit, Agr. Bed Hirt:. 

lib. i cap. I. I L'(T. Antiq. Biit. cap. 15. 8 Stillingf. Orig, 
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brica Cherfoncfus, and from thence into Scotland.' As no 
Roman author mentions the Pi£l:s befo^i-e Ammianus Mar- 
cellinus, who lived about the end of the fourth century, 
fome writers are of opinion, that the Pidts were not a di- 
flinft people from the Britons, but fuch of that nation as, 
to avoid the tyranny of the Romans, had retired into the 
northern part of the ifland, were continuing to paint their 
bodies, they were by the Piomans called Picli, to didinguifh 
them from thofe, who, fubmitting to Ptome, had laid afide 
that cuftom, and* ado*pted the ‘Roman manners. Tocon- 
iirrfl this opinion, they allegQ> the authoiity of Camden, 
who, in his introdu£tion, endeavours to (lievv, t^iat the 
nanws of places formerly held by the Picls in the foutli 
and weft parts of Scotland, arc BritiHi ; and eoiifequently, 
that the language of the Britons and Picls was felie fame : 
but that thefe two nations fpoke different languages, is 
manifeft l^pyond difpute from bedc, who tells us, that, in 
his time, God was ferved in live fevcral languages in Bri- 
tain ; of the Angies, of the Britons, of the Scots, of the 
Pi£ls, and of Latins; which latter was commonly ufed 
in divine word up. Now this difference of language, which 
Rec]«5, who lived fo near a neighbour to the Picis, could 
iioi be ignorant of^ overturns all the arguments thjt are 
alleged to prove, that the Britons and Pidls were the fame 
people. Bcfides, it is certain, that the Pidls were for fe- 
veral ages a diftincl nation, diifering both from the Scots 
and Biitons, not only in their language, but in their laws 
and cuftoms. The contrary opinion is entirely built on the 
conformity of the hame Pidls with the Latin word Pidli ; 
which is but a weak foundation, fince fome writers, and 
among the reft Verftegan, derive the name of the Pi£ls 
from a w'ord in their own tongue hgnifying ^'arr 'ior. The 
Scots called them Pehiti, which name, in the opinion of 
fome antiquariCvS, anfwers that of Pi6is, from the Latin 
v/ord PieSli ; but others think altogether improbable, that 
the Scots, who were Lte fubdued by the Romans, and con- 
tinued but a (hort time under their dominion, ftiould give 
their neighbours a Rcftnan name. 


^he origin As for the origin of thp Scots, Bede affirms, that theyii 
rfthe Scots, came into this illand out <5f Ireland : “ In procefs of time 
(fays that writer*), Britain received a third nation, namely, 
the Scots, bcfides the Britons and Pi£ls, wffio, coming out 
of Ireland, under the condudl of Reuda, polfefled them- 
felves of thofe territories, which they ftill hold among the 
Pidls.*' From this Reuda, adds our hiftorian, they arg 


t Bed, lib. i. cap. I4 


f;alled j 



^he Utjiory of Britain* 

called, to this day, Dalreudini, the word dal^ in their 
language, fignifying^>6.'77V This, however, is a 

matter of great uncertainty. 

To return to the Britons : their manners, cufloms, reli- 
gion, and form of government, arc deferibed, not only by 
Cajfar in his Commentaries, but by others, and perhaps 
more fully, who wrote after the Homans were become ma- 
ilers of the ifland. The country was, according to Cxfar, 
well peopled and flocked with cattle. Their houfes were 
not unlike thofe of tlie (^aftls. They iif?d copper or iron 
pLues, weighed by a certain ftandard, inflcad of money.* If 
they rowed domeltic fowls, hens, or geefe, it was for their 
flivcrbon, being Itriftly forbidden by their religion tu ^at 
ibcm. Of all the Britons, tfiol'e who inhabited Cantiuni 
or Kent, mrert the mofl civilized, not didering much in 
their manners from the Gauls, ^i'he more inland people, 
in general, fowed no corn, thesr ufual food being#milk and 
game, with which their woods and plains were well fup- 
plicd. The ufe of cloaths was fcarce known in the ifland. 
The inhabitants of the fouthern coaft covered their naked- 
iicfs with fkitis of wild beads, carelefly thrown over tliem, 
not fo much to defend themfclves againft the cold, as to 
avoid^iving offence to llrangers, who ^me to trade.with 
them. AH the Britons ftained their bodies, with the juice 
of woad, of a fky-colour, and w^rc long hair; but fliaved 
the reft of their bodies, excepj: their upper-lip. One cufloni 
prevailed among them, which feemed dcteftabic to other 
nations ; which v^^8 for ten or twelve men, brothers or 
friends, to have wives in common". This cuftom conti- 
nued fome time after the Romans were mafters of the 
Bland; for Diodorus Siculus relates, that a Britifli lady, 
being upbraided with this ufage by Julia, wife to the em- 
peror Severus, replied to this effe^l:: “ Surely the Roman 
ladies ought not to reproach us on this account, fince w’C 
do publicly with the belt of men no more than w^hat they 
do privately with the w^orft of their fr^edmen and flavcs 
They abftained from all manner of fifli, though the fcas, 
that furrounded their ifland, and their rivers, were plenti- 
fully ftored with them. 

Their towns, or rather villages, were compofed of wretch- 
ed huts, placed at a fmall diftance from each other, an^ 
generally in the middle of a wood, the avenues to which 
were defended with flight ramparts of earth, or with the 
trees, that were cut down to clear the ground. Strabo tells 
us, that they exceeded the Gauls in ftature, but their bodies 
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w6rc notfo well-fet ; that he faw, at Rome, fome of their 
youth taller by half a foot than other men ; that they had 
many princes and difl:in6l governments; that their woods 
ferved them in (lead of cities ; for having cut down trees, 
aiurinclofed a large round fpot of ground, there they built 
huts for themfelves, and folds for their cattle Diodorus 
Siculus fpeaking of the manners and cuftoms of the ancient 
Britons, “ Their houfes, fays he, are matle of reeds or 
wood ; they lay up their corn in the car in granaries, tak- 
ing from thence ‘no ihore than*’ what they confume in one 
day ; they are fimple and honed in their dealings, and 
ftrangers to the craft and fubtlety of our countryme;i ; their 
mi»%*ier of living is remote from* the luxury of other na- 
tions; they arc fatisfied with* a very mean and frugal diet ; 
their illand abounds with men, who are fubje£i; to divers 
kings and princes.” Tacitus writes, that the Britons, in 
their mai^ners, rcfembled tRe Gauls, a rcfemblance which 
was owing either to the fame original, or the like climate ; 
that the Britons however, not yet enervated by a long peace, 
difplayed great;^ r intrepidity in war ; that they were for- 
merly governed by kings, but were, in Agricola’s time, 
divided by petty princes into parties and fadtions. He adds, 
Vbat nothing was pf greater advantage to the Romans a- 
gainft the mod powerful among them, than their not con- 
fulting one common infered, nor their joining to repel 
common dangers. Thus, while they fight feparately, fays 
Manners of that author, they are all alike fubdued^. Dio CafTius, as 
the more epitomised by Xipliilin, fpeaking of the more northern 
portkern Britons, fays, tba*t they tilled no ground, their food being 
Britons. game and fruit ; that they lived in their huts naked ; that 
they had wives in common; that the chief authority was 
veded in the people; that, in war, their arms were a fliield, 
and a (liort fpear, to the lower end of which was fadened 
a ball of brafs, in order to terrify the enemy with the noife, 
when they (liook it. “ They arc inured to hunger, cold, 
and all manner of hardftiips, continues the fjimq writer, and, 
when in the woods, can live upon the bark and roots of 
trees.” He adds, tlfat on all occafions, they had ready a 
certain kind of food, of which if they took but the quai^.- 
tity of a bean, they were fiot troubled with hunger or third 
for a confiderable time after*. Herodian and Solinus, de- 
fer! bing the more northern nations of Britain, fay, that 
they knew not the ufe of garments, but girt their waids 
and necks with iron, by way of ornament, that metal being 

x Strah lib. iv- y Tacit. Vit. A-gric. cap. a. * Dio, 

apud Xipbilin, lib. Ixiii. 



43 


The Hijlory of Britain, 

nplefs In requefl among them, than gold was among other 
nations; that they giade deep incifions in their bodies in 
the ftiape of flowers, trees, and animals, which, with the 
juice of woad, they painted of a Iky-colour, that never wore 
out ^ They are a warlike nation (adds Plcrodian) •and 
nioft greedy of flanghter. In war they ufe a narrow fliield, 
a lance, and a fword. They confider h re all-plates and 
helmets as an incumbrance 'V’ Pliny obferves, among their 
other cuftoms, that they wore rings on their middle fingers* 
at:d manured their land with mail; if reifiajk which mult 
be underftood of the more civilized Pritons ilvi elling dear 
the coafl; ; for the others, as we have obferved above, did 
not apply thcmfclves to agriculture. 

As to their manner of fighting, C*.rf.ir, who e xtols their Thlrman 
yaiour, iU|d the undaunted bravery wiih which they went 
to battle, tells us, that they made ufe of chari .'ls, driving 
furioufly among the enemies ranks, and difebarging their 
darts, by which means they often put the Romans in dis- 
order. When they engaged the horfe, they quitted their 
chariots to fight on foot, their charioteers the mean time 
retiring, and arranging thcrnfielves in fuch a manner, that 
their mailers, if ovei powered by numbers, miglu readily find 
therr^ and have an eafy retreat. ‘‘ IJy i^is manner of fight- 
ing, they had,’^ fays Cajfar, both the fpce<l of the boric, and 
the Itcadinefs of the foot, and were, by daily praclice, fo ex- 
pert, that they could ftop their hories on a fleep defeent, 
though in full career, turn flicm into a narrow compafs, 
run along the pole, fit upon the yoke, and from thence, 
with incredible quicknefs, return to their chariots/' 

Their trade was very inconfiderable, not\^ ithflanding the 7Aeir 
convenient fituation of their ilhmd for carrying on an exten- traJi- 
five commerce. Their vcflels vecre very iinall, their keels 
and ribs made of flight timber, interwoven with wicker, and 
covered with hides ; circumftances which flicw, that they 
undertook no long voyages ; for, in all likelihood, they 
never ventured to fea beyond the coalls of Gaul. Their 
chief traffick was with the Phoenician merchants, who, after 
the difeovery of the lllaiui, which hjfJ>pencd, according to 
#Samncs, before the Trojan war, yearly exported great quan- 
tities of tin, which they fold tcT the Greeks, and other di- 
ftant nations. 

The religion of the ancient Britons was much the fame 
with that of their neighbours the Gauls, d'hey worfhipped 
Jupiter under the name of Taramis, orTaran, fignifying 
|n the ancient Britifh language, as it docs ftill in the Welfli, 

» Herodian. lib- xi- & Solin. lib. vji, cap. S. ^ Hcrodian, lib. xi. 
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thunder, Maximus Tyrius writes, that they paid divine wor- 
iliip to the higheft oak they could find, c as the figure or re- 
prefentation of this god. Their other deities were Tutates, 
called by the Britons Duw Taith, the god of journle^^ and 
fuppofed to be the fame with IMercury ; Hefiis, called alfo 
Cumulus, according to Camden, the god of war^ or the 
Mar«i of the Romans ; Beleus or Belinus, that is, Apollo, 
who is alfo fiippofcd to have been called Belatucardus, this 
infeription, Dt o J^eh^lucardo, joeing found in fevcral mo- 
nuipcnts of antiquity. I'hcy worfhipped Diana under the 
name of Gamma, and paid a Very particular veneration to 
Andate, their goddefs of vi£iory, who had a tenipl6‘ at Ca- 
mardclumim, now Mahlcn, in Eflex : to her they are faid 
to have faciificed their priioners of war 
%ki druids. The care and difedfion of allrciigious matters w^as, by the 
Britons as w'ell as the Gauls, committed to the druids, 
whofe aurfiority was great, i^ot only in religious, but civil 
affairs. Their name was probably derived from the Britilh 
word derut or the Greek word drusy both fignifyingan oak^ 
not only becaufc they ePcCemcd nothing more facred than 
the millcto that grows on the oak, but likewife bccaufe their 
l^fual rcfidence was in groves of oaks ; nor did they perform 
any of their ceremtnie^ without fomc branches or leas es of 
that tree They Were he[d, both by the Britons and Gauls, 
in fuch veneration, that their power was almofl: abfolute. 
To them belonged the care of .private and public facrifices, 
the interpretation of religion, the bellowing rewards, or in- 
flifling punifiiments, the deciding controverfies, let the dif- 
ference be of what nature foever ; and whoever refiifed to 
obey their decree, whether lord or vafial, was excluded 
from the facrifices. Perfims thus excommunicated, were 
reckoned hi the tiumher of the wicked, and, as fuch, avoid- 
ed by all, not allowed to commence a fuit, or to difeharge 
any public oflice. 

The fuper-- 'I’hefe druids had a fuperinttnclent or pontiff, to whom 
intendent were all fubje£l.« Upon his deceafe, the moft worthy 

$Aedru£s i there happened to be feveral candi- 

dates of equal merit, the ele£lion was decided by a majo- 
rity of votes, and fometimeg, as Csefar relates, by thefword.® 
Once a year, the druids of Gaul had a general affembly in 
the midlt of the country, to whom perfons reforted from 
all quarters, who had any controverfies to decide, every 
one fubmitting chearfully to their decrees The difeipline 
of the druids was thought to have been firft inflituted in 
Britain, and from thence transferred to Gaul. The druids 

c Dio, lib. Ixiii. Vide Plin. lib. xyi, cap. 4^. Csef. 

lib. vi. Piixi. ubi fupra. 
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were exempted from all military duties, taxes, and impoflsf 
and received fuch^encouragement> that many embraced 
that order. The youth, cfpecially the nobility, were edu- 
cated by them. Thofe who embraced the fame profelFion, 
were firft obliged to learn by heart a great number of verfes, 
which often employed them for the fpacc of twenty years ; 
as the druids never commitred any thing to wTiting. 

One of the chief tenets they taught, was the immortality T/^t:r 
of the foul, and its tranfmigration from one body to an- 
other; which do<Trinc the]^ eltcemccf as proper to iiiipire 
them with courage and a c«ntemj)t of death. Thcy*in- 
flru£led»their youth in feveral other traditions concerning 
the liars, and their motions, the extent of the world, 4110 
nature of things, and the power of the immortal gods. 

There vco»e women as well as men drifids; for a female 
druid of Tungria, now the blfhopiick of Liege, foretold to 
Dioclelian, as we read in Vopifeiis, when a piivaie foldier, 
that he fhould one day he emperor. I'lie fert and religion 
of the druids fpread as far as Italy; for Aiigullus publiihed 
an edi61, forbidding the Piomans to celeftfatc their myl- 
teries. Befides the druids, there were, among the Britons 
and Gauls, priefts of an inferior rank, called bards, whofe 
provifkce it w'as to celebrate the exploits ^f their heroics in* 
verfes, which they fung to the harp. The bards were dill 
found in Britain, after the P^omans^had entirely abandoned it. 

The fame form of government prevailed in Britain as in T/ie c>ifii 
Gaul; that is, the whole country was divided into feveral 
fmall dates, with a head over each, dignified hf authors 
with the name of king. Of thefe heads or kings, CxTar 
mentions four in the fmall cor^afs of Kent. Whether 
thefe dates were hereditary, or ^6Iive, we find no where 
recorded. In great and imminent dangers, one of thofe 
heads or kings was, in a general alFembly, and by univcrfal 
confent, chofen commander in chief of all their forces. 

Th us, when Caefar invaded the illaiul, the cliiel command 
of all the Britifh forces was conferrecl upon Cadibelaiius j 
and when the Britons revolted in the time of Claudius, Ca- 
radlacus, king of the Silures, was ch*bfen general. As in 
ftther cafes, the feveral dates^ itUo which Britain was di- 
vided, bad no dependence upon* each other, they had, no 
doubt, quarrels and conteds among themfelves. But of 
their affairs before CaefaPs invafion we have no account, 
but fuch as would be deemed fabulous ; and therefore at 
that period, and no higher^ ought the Englidi hidorian to 
begin his hidory. 

That part of Britain whl<;h comprehends the prefent D^cn (f 
kingdom of England, and the principality of Wales, was tht country 

in 
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ih ancient times divided into feventeen petty ftates»'^ lierecff 
the inhabitants were diftiiiguiflied by the following names) 
the Danmonii, the Durdtriges, the Belgoe, the Attrebatiii 
the.Regni, the Cantii, the Dobuni, the Cattieuchlani, the 
Trinobantes, the Iceni, the Coritani, the Cornavii, the 
Rilnres, the Dimetce, the Ordovices, the Brigantes, the 
Ottadini. That part of Biitain which extends a great way 
to the Well, and is bounded on the north by the Severn 
fea, on the foiith by^thc Britifh ocean, and on the welt by 

— , 8t. George’s cliannel, was anciently inhabited by thole 

Britons who are called by Bolinus Duninonii, by Pto- 
lemy Domnonii, and, in the more corredt copies, Dan- 
Infiini. In the trad, or peninfula, now comprehending 
the counties of Cornwall and Devon, the following places 
are mentioned by Ptolemy^, the eftuary Vexalki, formed 
by the confluence of the two rivers Pedredus and Ivellusj 
DOW the Parret and the 111;' the promontory of Hercules, 
about half-way between that eftuary and another promon- 
tory called by Ptolemy Boleriuin, and by Diodorus Sicu- 
lus s Belerium.r T he promontory Bclerium, which is by 
Ptolemy called alfo Antivefltcum, is the molt wellern point 
of Britain, now known by the name of the liand’s-End. 
^Not.far from ihk (hoots out to the foiuh the prom-^ntory 
Da nmonium, or Ocrinum, now the Lizard. On the foiuh 
coall the following places aie taken notice of by our geo- 
grapherj Voliba, now Falmouth ; the mouth of the "J a- 
mara, now^ the Tamar or TamCr, on which Hands the 
town oB Plymouth ; the mouth of the ifea, now the Ex. 
The inland places mentioned by Ptolemy, are, Ifea Dan- 
'Hionioruni, Exeter ; Tamye, Taviftock; Uxeila, according 
to Camden, LeRwithicl. 

Durotriges, Next to the Danmonii, eallward, were the Durotriges, 

. inhabiting that trad, which is now called Dorfetfhire. In 
this country Ptolemy takes notice of one place only, which 
he calEDuniiim, and Antoninus, in his Itinerary, Durno- 
varia. All critics agree, that, inftead of Dunium, wc 
ought to read in Ptolemy Durnium ; and that this was the 
ancient name of DoVcheflcr, the chief town of the county 
of Dorfet. To the north.and call of the country of the Dij>- 
rotriges, were fituated the Belgse, who poflefled Somerfet- 
(hire, Wiltfhire, and Hamplhire. In this country Ptolemy 
and Antoninus mention on the coaft Magnus Portus, Portf- 
mouth ; and Trifantonis Portus, Southampton, fo called 
from the river Trifaiito, now Hampton, on which it 
Hands. Either Portus Trifantonis, or another place very 

f Ptol lib. ii. cap. 6 Dlod. Sic. lib. v* cap. »»• 
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near it, is called by Antoninus, Claufentum. In the inland 
country flood Vent%BeIgarum, Winchefler, a place of 
fame in ancient times, as we read both in Ptolemy and An- 
toninas ; Aqiiviccalidse, or, as Antoninus flyles it, A(^u.e- 
folis, fo called from its hot waters, now Bath ; Ifcalis or 
Ifchalis, IlchcRer. On the Bclgre bordered the Attrebatii, Aitrelatir, 
the inhabitants of Berkihire. The Atircbatii, as well as the 
Bclgee, came originally from Bclgic (iaul, according to 
Oaifar and fettling in Britain, retaiiieil their ancient names. 

'The chief city of the A^ttrcbatii was Calcua, as Ptolemy 
calls it, or Caleva, as it is cabled by Antoninus, now Wal- 
lingforcK Antoninus mentions another place, Spinse, which, 
according to Camden, (till retains its ancient name, being 
called Spene ; but is now only a village near Newbury, 
which roiifc out of its ruins. * 

On the country of the Attrebatli bordered that of the 
Rcgni, comprehending Surry,*Suircx, and part of the fea- 
coall of Hamplliire. In this country Ptolemy mentions 
but one city, namely, Noviomagus, which is alfo taken no- 
tice of by Marinus Tyriiis, as appears from Ptolemy k 
Some antiquaries fuppofe this to be the prefent town of 
Guilford ; but Noviomagus was only ten miles diftant from 
Lond#n, as we read in Antonius«6 Ifciiicrary; wlijerdis 
Guilford is thirty. Camden afTcrts, that, in his time, were 
ftill to be fecn the ruins of a cify, anfwering exa<Slly the 
diftance fet down in the Itiijerary. Befides Noviomagus, 
Antoninus mentions feveral other places in the country of 
the Regni, namely, Othona, which was^ accordiifg to the 
Notitia, the llation of the Roman foldiers called Fortenfes. 

Camden takes Othona to have Hood where Hadings is now 
built ; Portus Adurni, at prefent the fmall village of Eder- 
ington ; and Ptegnum, now Piingwood, that is, the wood or 
foreft of the Piegni, into which they fled for protedtion. 

In the country of the Rcgni, namely at Ockham in Surry, 
where the Wey falls into the Thames, at a |)lace to this 
day called Coway-ilakes, from the IJakcs with which the 
Britons had fenced the bank, Caefar pafTed the Thames, 
and entered the territories of Caflivelan. That commander 
•rofled the Thames eighty miles from the fea ; anti this is 
the only place, at that diftance, where the river is fordable. 

To the eaft of the Belgae and Attrebatii, lay the country 
:Of the Cantii, called by Ptolemy and Caefar^, Canlium ; by Cantii. 
JBede, Cantia now Kent. The places in Cantium, men- 
,tioned by the ancients, are, Durovernum, Durobrivis, Du- 

^ ^ Caef. Comm. lib. V. cap. ti. t Ptol. lib. i. cap. 1 5. •'Prof, 
iibi fiipra. Caef. Com. lib» v« cap. I4« ^ Bsdi liilt, lib. i. cnp. xG, 

^ Lib. iii, cap« 3. 
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foicnum, Portus Rutupiae, Portus Dubris, Regulbium or 
Regulvium, and Portus Lemanis, no\f^ Canterbury, Ro- 
chefter, Lenham, Dover, Reculver, and Lime. Ptolemy 
reckons Londinium, London, among the cities of the Can- 
tii ; hut he was certainly miftaken in this particular. 
When the Roman government was eRabliflied in Britain, 
the fea-coaft of Kent, which they termed Litus Saxonicuin, 
or the Saxon Shore, had, from the time of Dioclciian, a par- 
ticular governor, called by Marcellinus, count of the fea- 
coaft, and by the Notitia, count of the Saxon fliore, whofe 
province was to prevent the B>arbarians, efpecially the Sax- 
ons, who began to infeft Britain, from plundering tke coun- 
try? In imitation of the Romans, our anceftors appointed 
a governor or portreve over this coaft, commonly called the 
warden of the cifiqiie ports, from his prcfidin^’ over five 
ports. Caefar landed, when he invaded Britain, in the 
country rf the Cantii, and,* as is commonly believed, at 
Deal, on the twenty-fixth of Auguft, in the afternoon, 
fifty-four years before the birth of Chrilt'". Cantium is 
feparated from ihe continent by a narrow fea, called by So- 
linus, Fretum Gallicum ; by Tacitus and Ammianus Mar- 
cellinus, Fretum Oceani, and Occanus Fretalis. We have 
nftw ilsfcribed tba4 part of Britain which is bounded fey the 
ocean, the Severn fea, and the river Thames. 

. On the north fide of the Thames, near its head, are 
placed by Ptolemy the Dobu^ni, the ancient inhabitants of 
Gloucefterfhire and Oxfordfliire. In their country that 
•writer ihentions but one city, namely Corinium, called by 
Antoninus, as far as we can conje^lure from the diftances 
fet down in his Itinerary, Durocornovium, which Hood in 
or near the place where the prefent town of Cirencefter 
flands. Two other places arc taken notice of by Antoninus, 
called Altone or Avone, and Clevum or Glevum, built 
by the Romans, to curb the Silures, now Alvington and 
Gloucefter. To the eaft of the Dobuni lay the country of 
the Cattieuchlani, C^lyeuchlani, Cattidudani, Cathicludani, 
as they are flyled in different copies of Ptolemy’s works. 
Dio calls them Cattuellani, and alfo CalTii. In their coun- 
try, which comprehend&d Buckinghamfhire, Bedfordlhire, 
and Hertfordffiire, the following places are named by An- 
toninus ; La£lodorum, Bedford ; Magiovinium, Afliwell ; 
Durocobrivis or Durocobrivse, Hertford ; Pontes, placed In 
the Itinerary twenty-two miles from London ; and Veru- 
lamium, mentioned not only by Antoninus, but by Ptolemy, 
and all the Roman writers, who fpeak of Britain. Camden 


« Vide Halley Philofoph, Tranlana. N®. 193. 
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fuppofes Vc£ulamium to have been the town of Caffivelan, 
which was taken by^Caefar In Nero’s time it was a mu- 
hicipium, as w'e read in Tacitus ® ; but being afterward* 
dcllroyed in the Saxon war, the town of St. Alban’s t;ofc 
from its ruins, which are ftill called Verulam. In the 
country of the Cattieuchlani, Ptolemy mentions only Veru- 
lamiuni, which he calls Urolamium, and Salenx, of which 
no traces are remaining. Before the arrival of Csefar, the 
Catticuchlani hud reduced gtlhtpartof the country belong- 
ing to the Dobuni, and were conftantly at war Mdth tl^ir 
neighbours. • 

Next to the Cattieuchlani were the Trinobantes, as Cas- 
far calls them, or Trinonnantes, as they are llyled by Ta- 
citus and Ptolemy. They inhabited the prefent counties of 
Middle fcx*and Enex. To them belonged* the city of Lon*- 
don, called by Tacitus, Ptolemy, and Antoninus, Londi- 
Ilium ; by Ammianus, LuiidinCim } by Stephanu9| Lindo- 
nion; and by Bede, Lundonia, and civitas Lundonia p. 
7 here feenis to have been no fuch place as London in Cae- 
far’s time 5 and yet it was a city of great ♦rade in Nero’s, 
as appears from I'acitus. It muft, therefore, have been 
founded between the times of thefe two emperors, and, in, 
all prciability, about the time of ClaiRliu*. tiTaciuis cails ft 
a place famous for trade, and the concourfe of merchants, 
though not diftinguiflied with the fitle of colony. Whether 
in procefs of time it atttainec^ this honour, may be quef* 

^ tioned ; for though Ammianus Marcellinus ftyles it Au- 
gufla, yet we cannot from thence conclq^de, that it was a 
, Roman colony, fince many antiquaries are of opinion, that 
the emperors allowed fome towns, that were not colonies, 
to aflume that title Perhaps it took the name of Au- 
gulta from Conftantine the Great, who is faid to have fur- 
rounded it with a wall. Ptolemy, as we have already ob- 
served, and alfo Ravennas, place London in Cantium, on 
>the fouth fide of the Thames. The other towns of the'Tri- 
Ipobantes were, Durolitum, Caefaromagus, Cononium, Ca* 
^alodunum, and Colonia, now Leiton, Burghdead, Can- 
ponden, Maldon, and Colchefter. Camalodunum, called 
my Ptolemy, Camudolanum, was the firil Roman colony in 
piSain, granted by the emperor *Claudius to the veterans, 
driving out the natives, fettled there; but they were 
^terwards themfelves, ia a general infurre<^ion, either ex- 
pelled, or put to the fword, the theatre, the temple of Clau- 

^ n Caef. Cotiun. lib, v. cap. 11, * Tacit, lib. iv. cap. 

Y Bed. lib. ii. cap. 4, 7, 3. n Vide Cell. Gcog* Antjq. totn.li. 
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<Jius, and i\\t fevcral villas in the neighbourhood, belonginp 
to the Roman commanders, being totally demolillied by 
the incenfed britons, who beheld the colony as the feat of 
flavery ^ 

The country bordering on that of the Trinobantes, com- 
prehending the counties of Suffolk, Norfolk, Cambridge, 
and Huntingdon, was inhabited by the Iceni, called by Pto- 
lemy Simeni, and by others "^geni. Camden is of opinion, 
that the Iceni were, the pe^e whom Caefar calls Ceno- 
fnagni*. To them belonged the following places, men- 
tioned both by Ptolemy and Antoninus, Villa Fauftini, 
Cambretemium, Sitomagus, Venta Icenornm, " Garieiiis 
Citium, Iciani, Brannodium, and Durobrivse, now St- Ed- 
fnundfhury, Bretcnham, Thetford, Cafllc, Yarmouth, Ich- 
borougb, Brancafter, Dornford. Jn the RomaA times, the 
commander of the horfc under the count of the Saxon 
Hiore vVhs ftationed at Odium Garienis, called alfo Oppi- 
dum Garianorum *, and the Dalmatian horfe, as appears 
from the Notitia, at Brannodunum. To thefewe may add 
Cambt^ritam, ftientioned by Antoninus though not by Pto- 
lemy, and in the Itinerary placed on the Cam, where ihc 
. prefect town of Cambridge dands ; which Camden fuppofes 
to llairc been buWt out of the ruins of Camboritum/' 

On the Icenr bordered the Coritani, whofe country com- 
prehended Northamptonfhire, Lcicederfliire, Rutlandfliirc, 
Lincolndiirc, Nottmghamfhire, and Derbyfhirc. Their 
diief places were, Lindum, Lincoln ; Tripontium, Tow- 
eeder; Bennaveanaor Beneventa, thought to be Northamp- 
ton 5 Ratje, or, as Ptolemy calls it, Rage, according to 
Camden, Leicederj Verometum, Burrowhill; Margidu- 
num, Margedoverton ; Pontes, Panton ; Crococolanum, 
and Agelocum, or, as Camden will have it, Adelocum, 
Idleton. Lindum, called by Bede, Lindocolina ervitas, 
wafr, according to Ptolemy, the metropolis of the Coritai-l. 
Jn this Gountay, between the fprings of the Nen and the 
Avon, are dill vifibKe the ruins of aneient fortifications, and 
military fences, ere^ed, as Camden believes, by Odorius 

f overnor of Britain, after he had fortified the banks of the 
everny the Avon, and* the Nen, in order to prevent the" ir- 
ruptions of thofc who inhabited W ales, and the. north parts 
of Britain. When the banks of the two latter rivers, the 
%hev fanning eaftw;|rd, and the other wedward, were well 
defended, the only paffage from the north into the hither 
part of Britain was between the fprings of thofe two rivers j 
. ^nd this pafs was fortified vidth ftrong works, the ruins ot 

• Tacit. Vit, AgricoL iS. • Carad. Brit. p. 434- 

which 
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are ilill to be fecn at Gildfborotigb ahd liailtrcf. 
©ftorius, fays TacitfisS after having difarmed fuch as were 
fcfpcfted* bj fortifying the b^nks of the Aiitona and Sa- 
brina, fcftraitied them from breaking into the proviifte ; 
where, i'nftead df Antona, mentioned by no other wntcr> 

Camdeh reads Aufonaj or Avona, which name was com- 
mon to the Nen and Avon 

'I'o the weft of the Corita^ii were fituated the Cornavii, CorKavih 
who, according to PtolemyiS defeription •f their cduntry, 
feem to have poflefled Warwickfliire, Worceilcrfhire, Sftf- 
V fordfliire, Shropfliire, and Che*fhire* Their chief towns were 
Branonidm, or, as Ptolemy calls it, Branogenium^ Wor- 
y ceftcr; Pr^ficlitim on tlie Aufona or Avona, Warwick, 
where the iprefe£l or commander of the»Dalmatiau horfc 
was polled, by the appointment of the governor of Britain, 
as we read in the Notitia ; Peryiocriicium, Penkridge; Vi- 
jHoconium or Uricomium, the metropolis of the fcornavii* 

^ probably built by the Romans, when they fortified the 
‘ oanks of the Severn) which is here fordable^ and no where 
lower. It is now a toall village, called Wrockccftcr. Out 
tof its ruins rofc the prefenc townof Shrewfbury. DeVa, or 
Deuna, on the river D^va, from wjicnce the town bos^ 
roweef its name, now Chefter. It was anciently a Roman 
tolony, and the ftacion of the t\;wentieth legion, furnamed 
' Vidtrix. Condatc, Cortglctoh; and Rutunium, nowRoUton. 

Tbe principality of Wales,* formerly comprehending the 
whole country beyond the Severni was, in the*Roman 
times, inhabited by the Silures, this Dentetse, and the Or- 
devices. To th^fe belonged ndt only the twelve counties 
Wales, but likewife the two othcri lying beyond the Sc-- 
• ^ern ; namely, Hcrefordlbire and Monmofithdiire, now 

i cekoned amo^ the Englilh counties. The Silures and 
)cmetae inhabited that diftrift which is now known by the 
name of South W^lcs, and comprifes the following couii- 
ties, Radnorfhirc, Breckrtockfhire, GlarrtOrganihire, with 
(Herefordftiire and Monmputhfhire. With refpedl: to the 
Origin of the people, Tacitus is of opinion, that they came 
jpriginally from Spain, on account of their ruddy com* 
itfexion, their Curled hair, and tlieir fituation over-againft 
|hat country. They were a warlike people, of great intre- 
jiidity and refoludon, utterly averfe to fervitude, and great 
Ricklers for liberty. In Herefordihirc Rood Bletiuin, now 
Ihe Old Town on the Munow ; and about three dhort miles 
weft of the prefent city of Hereford, near the village of 
Kcnchefter, Ariconium, mentioned by Antoninus. In this 


t Tacit lib. xii. cap. jr. “Vide Camd. Brit. p. 404* 
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cotittiy I to feen the veftiges of feveral RotHah campst- 
In BVeokiiockfliire, towards the north, •where it la divided 
from Radnorftire by the Wye, fome place Buliaeani Siiu- 
TUrft 9 but others think it Hood in Giamorganfliire. Breck- 
nock, the chief town of the county, was inhabited in the' 
Roman tinics, as appears from feveral coins founds there, 
from a brick difcovered, with this infcription, leg. ii. AUG<r. 
and from a fquare camp near this place, called by the na- 
tives Gacr, thatds', jhrtificatioy^, 

in Monmouth flii re, about ^ihree miles from Chepflowy 
■which ftands near the conflux of the Wye and the Severn, 
is placed by all our antiquaries Venta Silurum, called to 
this day Caer-Went, that is, the city Venta j but now only 
fome ruins of it sye to be feen. On the north-weft border 
©f the county ftood Gobanniiim, mentioned by Antoninus, 
at the junction of the ifea, yow Wylk or Ufk, and the Go- 
venni, whence it took the name of Gobannrum, which, 
with a fmall alteration, it retains to this day, being called 
Aber-Gavenni;^ that is, the confluence of the Gavenni or 
Gobannium. About twelve miles from Gobannium, An- 
toninus places Burrium, where the Birdhin or Birthin falls 
•ipto the Ufk. This place is now known to the Welfli by 
the name of Brynibiga, and to the Englifh by that of Ufk. 
Dn the other fide the Ufk, twelve miles from Burrium, 
ftood Ifca Silurum, where the fecond legion was ftationed 
whence it is ftyled by Antoninus, Legio Secunda,, apd by 
j^lje Briions, to this day, Caer-Lbeion, or Caer-Wyfk, that 
&, the city of the legion, or of the river Ufk. The Legio 
Secunda, called alfo mitannica Secunda, was raifed by Au- 
guftus, and removed from Germany into Britain by Clau- 
dius, under ijte condu^l: of Vefpafian, to whom, upon his 
afpiring to the empire, it fecured the Britifh legions. It 
was placed in garrifon at Ifca by Julius Frontinus againft 
the Silures ; and long after that, in the reign of Valeriti- 
nian, tranflated from thence hy count Theodofius, the fa- 
ther of' Theodofi us Ihe Great, to Rutupise, as wc read in 
the Notitia and in Marcellinus At IfcaSilnrum, many 
ittOnuments of antiquity, have been difcovered, as the reader 
will find in Camden *. The molt fouthern county, formerly 
belonging to the Silures, is Glamorganfhire, where, at a 
fnaall diftance from the Rcmney, which divides it on the 
eaft iwm Monmoutbfhirc, is Caer-Phily caftle, in the opi- 
nion of Camden, the m oft nobk and ancient piece of archi- 
tefture remaining in Britain. That this caftle was built 

Ammian. Marcel. lib. xxvii. cap. iS, x Vide Camd. Brit. 
p-7iS. 71.S. 
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by tbe Romans feems extremely probable, thoueh we have 
•!° o* ’a «onclude it Roman but the ftatelinefs of 

Its ftruaure, no Roman infcriptions, ftatues, coins, or other 
monuments of antiquity, having ever been difcovered there. 
Camden thinks it was the Bollamm SUurum, of which we 
have fpoken above. 

comprehending Vrmu. 

Caer-Mardhinfhire, Pembrokelhlrc, and Cardiganftirc, was 
hkewife inhabited, according to PJiny, by the Silpres j but 
Ptolemy, to whom Britain was belter known, placed an- 
other nation here, called by him Demetae and Dii}iet».*In 
the couatry of the Demeta: Ptolemy takes notfce only of 
^o places, Loyentium or Lueutium, at the mouth of the 
luerobiSj^iow the Towy, and Maridunum, or, as Antoninus 
-tails It, Muridunum, now Caer-Mardhitf, 

The country now diftinguilhcd by the -name of North 
Wales, and comprehending Mbntgomeryfliire, Merieneth- ® 

Ihire, Caernarvonftire, Dcnbighfliire, and Plintlhire, was 
inhabited .by the Ordovices, a brave and powerful a^ioa, 
who defended themfelves firfl; againft the R^miiis an^'irfter- 
wards againft the Englifli, when the other Britbus Were 
tubdued ; for by the Romans they were nost ^ucedtiilthe 
time «f Domitian, nor by the Englifli <411 the ^n of Henfy 
In their country, namely, in Montgonw^ftire, '^Tiere 
the village of Meivod is fituated at’prefem, ftood formerly, 
•according to the conjeaures.of the beft antiquaries, the 
•city of Mediolanum, celebrated both by Ptolemy and An- 
toninus. Belides Mediolanum, Antoninus mentions feveral 
other places m the country of the Ordovie’es, fuch as Segon- 
tium, on the river Sejant, whence/'^ithoiK all doubt, it 
took Its name; Conovium, now Conway, imd Varis, of 
.which the ruins were -to be feen in Camden^^ime, near-tfhe 
Village of Bodwar. In this country are the vcftigceof fe- 
•yeral qncient forts raifed by the Romans, tbaweand'feep 
in lubjeaion the natives. Oppofite Caernarvonflwre lies the 
lihind of Mona, now Anglefey, the. ancient feat of the - 
•druids, firfl attempted by Paulinas Suetonius, and after- 
ards reduced by Agricola. It was called in the Britiih 
Unpe Mon, and, when conquered by the EnglUh. Aiv 
glcfey, that is, the Engliili Ifland, 

The Brigantes, whom Stephanus calls Brig*, a .numer- 
ous and powerful people, and much commended by the an- ^ 
cient writers, poflefled Yorkfliireand the,bi<hoprick ofDur- 
ham towards the eaft and the German ocean, and to the 
welt Lancaflnre, Weftmorland, and Cumberland. In York- 
ttire, and m the Weft-riding, on the Dan, now the Don, 

Rood the city of Danum, mentioned by Antoninus, and in 
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th® Notitt® <!all®d the (tacion of the Crifpinian horfh. I'feii* 
jjids -ftffee it Caer-Dann j but it is notjt knowh by the name 
ofDoac^fier. ^ Olicana, meBtioiied by Ptolemy, is, from 
its htuation with refpeft to Eboracum or York, thought by 
Cam^n to have been the fpot where Ilk !y-on-the- Wharf 
iww ftands. It was rebuilt in the reign of Severus by Vi» 
rius P.upas, legate and proprtetor of Britain, as appears 
from an ancient infcription dug up there t. Thti fecond 
pohprt of the Lingones was quartered here. Near the con- 
^^e of the Cfldcr'and the Are Hands the fmall village of 
Caatjefwd, formerly, according to Camden, Lageolium, 
®r,^ A^nmusftyles it, Lagetium. Colcaria, according 
to.fome Tadcafter, according to others Aherford, is men- 
honed by Antoninus, but not by Ptolemy. Ifurium Bri- 
gantum IS placed by both on the Ure; and Ity Camden 
thoagbt to have been lituated where the prefent village of 
Aldtoroogh Hands, at a fmaH diHance froln Boroughbridge. 
tbp«ac«m®r Eburacum, now York,on the Oufe. was the 
^ ^ f the Brigantcs. It owed, no doubt, its origin 

4^,ff^dpisr te the Romans, for it was both a Roman co, 
and a mMicipmm, as appears from feveral ancient in- 
fixth legion, called Viarix, fent out of 
f*«rpa<^inf^BiHtain» ;wa8 quartered here in the time of 
the AntomnUaand hkcwife the ninth in Galba’s reign. In 
fhi* city the ^perors Pad a palace, in which Septimius 
Bcverus and Conflantius Chlqrus died. In the Eafl^riding, 
alwut feven miles from York, flood Derventio, now Auldby, 
£mTliT ° Derwent, formerly Derventio. At 

thr the Humber, where 

Jbe fmaH town of W^ton (lands, flood, in the Roman 
ji^mes, Delgontia } and on the promontpry, called by Pto- 

eity of Prmtorium, 

^atteafliire mentioned by Antoninus. 

^ ’ 1 ? I I'^teaHer, the chief town of the 
county, to which it gives name. Ip Weflmorland, two fhort 

vll k ® r Veterse, now a village 

^led Burgh. Notiar from hence flood Aballaba on tie 
Itunaj the ftation of the Mauri Aureliani. It retains its 

bycontraaion Apdby At 
Whallop ca% appear vaft ruins of an ancient town where 

Jwnan cpips and prns have been frequency dug up. Hem 
flood, according tp Cam^n, GaUagL, mLtiine^ by Pt^ 

Gale in Comment, ad 
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iemy, and called by Antoninust GaUatum ; which conjee- 
ture agrees with diftances in the Itinerary. From this 
place an old caideway runs almoft in a ftrait line for about 
twenty miles, to Cacr-Varran, near the Piifis wall. Upon 
this caufeway, nowcommoaly called the Maiden-way, Cam- 
den thinks that the Nations and manhons, mentioned by 
Antoninus in his ninth Iter, were fettled. At Brougham, 
according to Camden, the ancient Brocovum and Brevonia- 
€um of Antoninus, called in the Notitia, Brocaniacum, 
where a cohort of the Defenfores was ^i^artered, felrcral 
coins and other monuments af antiquity have been foiJhd. 

In Cun^bcrland the fea-coaft was fortified by the Romaoe Cumber^ 
in fuch places as were convenient for landing. • 

Many remains of antiquity are ftiil vifible at Morefby, Rimains tf 
perhaps, ms the prefent name feems to inftply, the Morbium 
of the ancients, where, according to the Notitia, theEqui- 
tes Catafradla were quartered.* At the head of Wize, a 
fmall river wiiich falls into the Waver, are the ruins of an 
ancient town, called by the neighbouring inhabitants Qlld 
Carlifle, perhaps the Caftra Exploratoruua, placed fonvi^ 
where hereabout by Antoninus; far it is on a hi|k 

hill, and therefore, as it commands a fwj*C^|^ofpe 61 : rpujid 
the country, was very convenient foi> diffoiiiinng an etjenrry! 

From feveral inferiptions it appears that the Ala, named 
Augufta, and Augufta Gordiana,*waBquartcred here in the 
time of the emperor Gordian. A little higher jets out a 
fmall promontory, below which is a large arm of the fea, at 
prefent the boundary of England and Scodand, and formerly 
of the Roman province and the country*of the Pidls. On 
this promontory ftood Blatobulgium, now Bulnefs, front 
which, as the moft remote limit of the province of Britain^ 

Antoninus begins his Itinerary. At Blatobulgium arc fre- 
quently found Roman coins and inferiptions. A mile be- 
yond it, at low water, arc to be fecn the foundations of; the 
famous wall called the Piflts Wall, built by the Romans to 
reflrain the Barbarians from breaking into the province. 

Though a vail arm of the fea comes up here about eight 
miles, called by Ptolemy Itunsc -dEftdarium, now Solway** 
frith, yet at low water the Scots^aad Pifts found means to 
ford it. ■ * , . 

Upon Ae fame frith ftands DrumlHirg eaftlc, formerly ItungtAS:/* 
a Roman ftation, and thought by Gale to be the ancient 
Blatobulgium. This frith is called by Ptolenayf Itunse JEIf* 
luariutn, from the river Ittma, now ^en, which hem falls 
into the bay. It is now called Solway-frith, from thetow|i 
of Solway in Scotland Handing upon it. A% the prefent 
Burgh-upon-Sands wti another Roman Hatidn* At a fmell 
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diftance from tl« coftflucnce of the Eimot and the Loder 
ilan<}s Penretb,* according to Gale, tl^^e VorCda of Anto-^ 
ninus. The city of Carlillc, having the Eden to the north, 
the^Petcrvil to the eaft, and the Cande to the Wcfl, was 
by the Romans called Luguvallum, Luguhallum, and Lu- 
guhalia* The word vallum was no doubt derived from that 
f^amous vdllum of the Romans, which ran cJofe to' the city. 
The 'word lugus or lucus, fignified among the Celtx, who 
f|)6ke the fame language as the Britons, a tovjer ; for what 
Antoninus calls Lugo-Augufti, Pomponius Mela ftyles 
Turris Augufti ; fo that Lug«vallum flgnifies a tower on th£ 
This city was a place of great confequence in the 
Roman times, as appears from feveral monuments of an- 
tiquity found in that neighbourhood, and from the frequent 
mention made of'itby the ancient writers. 

Next to the Brigantes, Ptolemy places the Ottaclini, Ot- 
tadeni, os Ottalini, according to the various readings of the 
feveral copies. Camden reads Ottatinos, becaufe they dwelt 
ultra Tinam, beyond the Tyne. Their country extended 
j&om the wall at lead to the Tweed, and was afterwards part 
if the province Valentia ; for fo count Theodofius named 
iti after he had, Recovered it by driving out the Barbarians. 

is now called t^otthumbcrland, as lying north of thejium** 
her. 1st In this country, near Caer-Vorran, part of the wall 
was ftill ftanding in Camden’s time, fifteen feet in height, 
and nine in breadth. Bede writes that it was only twelve 
feet high ; and his account is, generally fpeaking, exa£l: ; 
for wheVe there has not been any extraordinary fortification, 
■what was ftill ftariding in Camden’s time came near to that 
height, and. no part exceeded it. The breadth which Bede 
allows of eight feet, is pretty exa6l ; for every where it ftill 
exceeds feven. In this country have been difcovered many 
monuments of antiquity, of which the reader will find an acr 
count in Camden *. Beyond the wall, and at the mouth of 
the Tina or Tyne, ftood Segedunum, now Seton, where rer 
fided, according to the Notitia, the tribune of tlie fixth cohort 
pf the Lergi. At a fmall diftance from Segedunum, Antoni- 
pus places Corftorpitum, or, as Camden reads it, Morftorpi- 
tum, according to him Morpeth. On the north fide of thu: 
Alaunus, now the Ain, and not far from that river, ftood 
anciently BrniMniutn, from which Antoninus begins his 
firft journey in Rntain. Some take Bremenium to be Rq^ 
cheftcr, near the head of the Rhead, others to be Bramp- 
ton. Gabrofentum, according to fome Newcaftle, wa« 
fuartered the fecond cohort of the Thracians. The coun? 
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try of theOtfcadlni reached to Edinburgh-frith j but the only 
places taken notice of by the ancients betwfl^)en Bremenium 
and that frith, called by the Roman writers Bodotrix jiEftu- 
arium, are Tsei or Tavi Oftium, the mouth of the Tweedy 
and Caftra Alata, thought by all our antiquaries to be Edin- 
burgh. On the weft coaft, between Solway a^id Dumbriton 
friths, are placed by Ptolemy the Selgovae, and the towns 
Trimontium and Oxellum, fubje£l: to them. 

To the north of the Selgovx were the Damnii, in whofe 
country, extending to Dumbriton-fril!h, Anciently Glotae 
^ftuarium, ftood the following towns deferibed by Pfo- 
lemy ; Golania, Coria, Alauna, and Viftoria. The Horefti, 
mentioned by Tacitus, are placed by Camden between the 
Selgovx and the Ottadini. Agricola entered their country, 
as we reaebin Tacitus, and having received hoftages, com» 
nianded his admiral to fail round Britain. Hence Camden 
infers, that their country bordened on SoJway-frith^and that 
the Roman fleet was then riding there. In this voyage were 
difeovered the Orcades, unknown to the world till that 
time. That narrow neck of land, by wbich Glotae and 
Bodotrise jEftuarla, that is, Dumbriton and Edinburgh 
friths, arms of different Teas, are kept from joining, was 
fortifigd by Agricola with garrifons and f aftles ; by wjiich 
means all Britain, on this fide, being poflelTed by the Ro» 
mans, the Barbarians were removed, as it were, into another 
illand. 

Thofe who dwelt beyond tlie two friths, are by Dio Caf- 
fius comprehended under the two denominations of iVIaeatae 
and Caledonii. The fouth part of Britannia Barbara, as 
the Romans ftylcd it, waspoflefted by the former, and the 
north part by the latter. From the Glalcdonii, Calid6nes, 
Deucalcdonii, or Dicalidones, as they are ftyled by dif^ 
ferent authors, the nortKpart of Britain was called Caledo- 
nia. No mention is made of the Pids either by Tacitus or 
Iftolcmys but under that denomination the Caledonians 
were comprehended in Conftantinc’s time ; do not 
tion (fays Eumcnius in his panegyric upon that prince) tho 
woods and marfhes of the CaledonianS and other Pids^** 
And Ammianus Marcellinus writing of the time of Valen- 
tinian and Valens : ‘‘ The Pids (fays he), under which de- 
nomination are comprehended the and the 

Veduridnes, the Attacotti likewife, ^jwaflikc nation, and 
|:he Scotti, roaming about, committed great.dev^ftationsV’ 
flence it is manifeft, that in the reigns of thofc two piinces, 

a Eumen. Panfgyr. Confl. cap. ^ Ammiaii, Marced« lib. 
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the Attacottl, and the Scotti or Scots* were two different 
nations from the Caledonii and the PySts. Thus far of the 
inhabitants of Britain* of their towns and territories, while 
th^ Romans were maflers of the illand, in the defeription 
of which we have followed Ptolemy, Antoninus, and our 
beft modern antiquaries : but after all, we cannot pretend 
cxji£lly toafeertain the bounds of fo many different nations, 
fubje£t to fuch a number of kings who were continually- 
making encroachmentvS upon each other. 

^We cannot difmifs this fulbjedi: without deferibing the 
wallst or ramparts raifed by*the Roman emperors in this 
ifland, to fecure the countries belonging to Roiwe againft 
t\fs incurfionsof the northern Barbarians. That three walls 
were eredled for that purpofe by three different emperors, 
is manifeft from liiftory. Of thefe the firft and*hithermofl 
^Jrian^j was, without all doubt, the work of Adrian; for Spartian 
tells us in exprefs terms, thit he was the firft who by a wall 
orrsHUpart eighty miles in length, feparated the Romans 
and Barbarians ^ This wall is, by our beft antiquaries, 
placed betwceipSolway-frith and 1 in mouth ; and, indeed, 
confidcring its extent, it can be placed no where elfe. This 
^wall or rampart was made fays Spartian, in modum muralis 
fpiskf or th€t is, after the manner of a mural hcd^e^ 
with large ftakes fixed deep in the ground, and faftened "to- 
gether. Upon it flood Pons jElia, perhaps Pont Eland in 
Northumberland, Claffis A^lja, Cohors Alalia, and Ala Sa- 
biniana, which took their names from A)lius Adrianus and 
bis wife Sabina, Jn the reign of Antoninus Pius, the fuc^ 
ceflbr of Adrian, the Brigantes revolted ; but Lollius Urbi- 
cus, then governor of Britain, having overcome them, and 
driven back the Barbarians, built another wall of turf or 
earth, fays Capitolinus, in l-he life of Antoninus Pius 
Anm'inui'^s no ancient writer mentions the place where this fe- 
WalU cond wall was built, it is impbffible to determine it with 
any certainty. Some learned antiquaries pla^ it between 
the friths bf and Clyde : but Camden and Brietius, 
Upon the authority ^of a very ancient chorographical table, 
are of opinion, tj^at it began at the mouth of the Taus or 
Tweed, and was barried*fouthward to the head of the 
in Efkdale, fo aa % fecure the caft coaft, and inclofe part 
of the country of ^iteOttadini. 

That a third built by the emperor Severus rs 

ctident ftom SpartiatliVho, in the life of that'prince, tells 
nSi Aat he fecitred Britain with a wall carried on crofs the 

« 9|«Ttian.lU' Adrian, cap. ii, Capitol, in Antonin Plo. 
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ifland from fea to fea *. The hithermoft wall was, as we 
have obferved alreacjjr, built by Adrian, not%wkh ftone, but 
turf or earth, and defended by a rampart, and fharp (lakes 
driven deep into the ground. However, it is certain, that 
afterwards a ftonc wall was built in the fame place ; f>ut 
when, or by what emperor, we cannot detennine. The re- 
mains of this wall were dill to be feen in Camdeifs time (K). 
On the north fide of the wall was a ditch twelve yards 
broad. In fome places it is fix yards deep, hewn out of the 
folid rock : the wall itfelf wa*s about eight* feet thick, and 
in very few places built uposi that of Adrian. Calntfcn 
imagines.this to be the wall that was built by the Romans 
about the middle of the fifth century, upon their abanddh- 
ing the ifland : but one legion only was then fentover^ and 
that was fton after recalled ; and could ‘one legion, in a 
very (hort time, and in great hade to return, build, even 
with the alTiltance of the Britons, a done wall eight feet in 
breadth, twelve in height, and eighty miles in length ? 
This appears incredible, and, therefore, we are inclined to 
think, that this lad wall was built upon thai of Severus be- 
tween Bodotria and Glota, where, in Buchanan^ time, were 
difeovered the remains of a done Nvall ^ 

Bu^of all the noble works in Bwtaiu, Stonehenge ib 
Wiltlhire is judly edeemed by all antiquaries the moft an- 
cient, as well as the mod curious, ’both for the dupendous 
fize and the elegant difpofition of the dones that form that 
fabric, of which we promifed in a former chapter to give 
our readers fuch;^ account as might help them to form an 
idea of the excellent tade of ihofe druids, who were the 
proje£lors and condu£lors of it; and might ferve to diew 
the nature and defign of all other works of this kind that 
are extant ir} any parts of Europe (L), wdierc they bore, 
any authority. 

The 

e Spart. in Tit. Sever, pap., iS. * Buchan. Rw. ScotJ. lib. ir, 
fubregea;. 

(K) That learned antiquary where t^ie riilns ojPf great caftle 
taaced it with great care, and*, Weft 0 bd fedtt* Afterwards 
;^ccDrdingtotbeacc0UDthegires pail^g rivers Jrthing and 
118 of it, it began at Blambul-' J«ihtewd Nortbumf 

gium, or Bulnefs, on the Irifli ^ through thofe 

fea, kept along the fide of Sol- nttunsalpu^tbe river South- 
way *frith by Burgh -upon -Sands Tync,wa“Cftpduucd by a bridge 
to Lugovallum, now Carlifle, over North-Tyiie, and ended 
W'here it paffed the Ituna or Et at the German t^ean. 
den. Thence it was carried on (L) Though there are maajj 
pfpfs the little river of Cambeck, of^thefe to be found in Ger- 
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name of Stonehenge being of Saxon extract, and 
iJgnifying baiieiy a heap of hanging oi^gallows ftones, is fo 
con^mptihle a denomination for fo noble a work, as plainly 
impliM it ws reared long before their coming into Enelandi 
Had they been ihe bmlders of it, or capable of judging of 
u work, or had any traces of its 

buUdm, and their defign in it, remained in their time, they 
would d^bdefs have called it by a much more honourable 
name. The ancient Britons fpoke of it only by long and 
inamemorial tradition, as of a work far above human power ; 
and called it in their language choir ghaur^ which fome in- 
terpret the £hoir or dance of giants^ on account of« general 
riotion that ran through all thofe countries. Where fuch 
ti|aps of valt ftones were fet up, that they were the works 
of giants or daenfons ; and yet, if it was in realty a ftruc- 
turts-mifcd by the druids for religious purpofes, one would 
tniagine^t muft have bad another name among the Britons 
who profefled that religion, and doubtlefs went thither at 
ftated times to worlhip. Be that as it may, antiquaries 
f this work is previous to the 

^ftdefcem.of the Romans ; though with refpedt to its ufe, 
^they are divided in opinion.’ The greater part, however, 
behave It to hay^ be«n a temple ; while others imagine it 
was a fepulthi^ monument. ^ 

ntfiriM. This fabric is. frtuatedbn Salifbury plain, about two miles 

not upon the 

lumroit of a bjll, bat very near it ; the approach being by 
a very Vafy afeent. It is a double circl/cS- great upright 
ftones, exhibiting a very awful and auguft appearance : the 
circumference of It exceeds that of the outCde of St. Paul’s 
cupolas the height of the outward cornice is eighteen feet 

lorTh^’ **^“‘y-fonr at a medium ; 

for thefe are .not all of equal height : the height of the 

inner-circle, or rather ellipfis, bears a juft proportion to the 
curve of the circumference, which is above one hundred 

S P''efont fome 

louf/.r ^ ®^P'ng, or by long time being funk 

tiohtS Proportion above-men. 

tioncd. The jieWenef* of their lights and, ftjades, as wdl 

y'* r ' ''^3, 

«a^, france, l#raba|«i rhe Rpma„ _ 

End m Cornwall vo the utmoft mcrous in Ireland ' 
IwwBoatoiy in Scotland, where 
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as ttie variety arifing from their circular form, add to tfie 
elegance of the pro%e£^ ; fo that it is not Vithout reafon 
that our great Jones blamed Mr. Camden for calling it fo 
contemptuoufly as he doth in his Britannia, infana fub- 
ftruftio.” 

The whole is inclofed within a circular ditch, at the dlf- 
tance of thirty-five yards from the external circle. The whole 
work is about one hundred and eight feet in diameter ; the 
outward circle confifted of fijfty Itonest of^which one half 
were upright, and the other, impofts, laid over the tops of the 
former, to which they were nxed by mortices and tenons; 
the leffer ‘circle ftanding about eight feet within the other, 
confifted of forty lefler ftoncs ftanding upright, without any 
impofts. Seventeen uprights of the great circle are ftil! 
ftanding, ifhd ten of the other; fome are removed fi^ni 
their places ; and fome are fallen. Within both circldfe is 
an adytum, or cell, compofed of upright ft onil, Sndo'^fer 
every three of thefe an impoft. The whole height of the 
outward circle, including the thicknefs of the impoft, a- 
mounts to ten cubits and a half ; and the Icffigth of the im- 
poft. over the grand entrance, to eleven feet ten inches ; from 
which dimenfions the reader may conceive an idea of the 
prodigious bulk of thofe ftoncs, efpecially ^hen heconfiders 
that befides what appears above t^e furface of the earth, 
there muft be a confiderable mafs under ground to give a 
proper ftability to each. He will al{b refleQ with wonder 
upon the mechanical power which muft have been e^certed, 
not only in moving thofe huge mafles fixtecn miles from 
Marlborough Downs, from whence they appear to have 
been taken; but alfo in raifing and fixing fuch immenfe 
impofts upon the tops of the uprights. The ftone at the 
upper end of the cell, which is fallen and broke, has been 
found to weigh above forty tons, and would require one 
hundred and forty oxen to draw it : they feem to have been 
firft fet up, and then coarfeiy chizzeled ; but are quite def- 
titue of ornament, fculpture, or infeription of any kind. 
Upon the whole, Stonehenge cxhibit| one of the rhoft 
ftriking feenes of ancient ruins now extant* It ftands in 
tWfe middle of an extenfive plain, jhterfpcrfed with a great 
number of circular mounts called barrows, of different di- 
menfions. The largeft is inclo&d with a diteh, a hundred 
cubits in diameter ; thefe arc fet thicker and clofcr in one 
place, and thinner at another, ^pon digging fome of them 
up, there have been found human bones, urns, fome kinds 
of beads, and other pieces of glafs, cryftal, jet, amber, and 
many female trinkets, cf difterent colours and metals ; % 
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aifo (words, hatchets, and other weapons s, which plainly 
ibcw them fco4iave been biirying*pla#ts ; but whether of 
the ancient Britons, Romans, Saxons, or Danes, is not eaty 
to determine ; though that they belonged ro the firfl leems 
hioft probable (M). Thefe barrows, however, are fo thick 
about the neighbourhood of Stonehenge, that from fome 
heights a perfon can count one hundred and twenty-eight 
Among them one may obferve, in fome places, two of more, 
fometinies to the number of^ fix or feven,, inclofed in the 
fame circle or ciiten, of which one is larger than the reft, 
and feems to be the tomb of fome bead of a family, and 
theieft that of the family itfelf. The moll remfirkable of 
aH h that called the tomb of king Carvifius, who, at the 
bead of the Iceni, fought againft Julius Caefar. It ftands 
on the other fide'of Wilton, anciently Carvitiurtf, fo named 
as 1$ fdppofed from that monarch. It is fituated on an emi- 
nence, anefcof a confiderable height ; has four tall ftately 
trees planted on the top, and affords an extenfive profpeift 
^hai called Salifbury audits neighbourhood. The other, called Bufli- 
£u/hbar- barrow, is beaputifully planted by the fhepherds, and com- 
irgw, mands the profpe6l: of Stonehenge, of the curfus, or an- 
cient races, and of all the barrows around that plain, be- 
fide,s a moft elegant mid fpacious landfcape. ' 

Stonehenge But thefe barrows evidently appear to have been burying-^ 
probably places, and to. bear a kind of relation to the fabric itfelf, 
afepuUhral as ^ were, the cepter and kebla of them. Will 

tnonument. Qm- fuppofition of the latter being likewife 

a fepulcbral monument ? Will it not appear abfurd to fup-* 
pofe fuch a noble fabric to have been ftibfervient to the 
fame ends with thofe hillocks which are feen around it ? 

g Stonehenge Rdlored, p. lo, 43, & feq, h Ibid,, p. 45. 

plate xxxi- Se ieq. 


(jVl) The Via Icenia, or Ik- 
cning-ifreet, a road made by 
the Romans, which reached 
from Norfolk into Dorfetlhire, 
inffmges upon one oftbofe bar- 
rows, and crofles fome p|rt of 
it ; from which it is reatbiftble 
to cOtH.‘lude, that thefe barrows 
were older thaii that road ( i ). 

Befides thofe human and oth^ 
bones, and nwtenals, whi*' 
Jhave been dug out of thefe bar- 


rows, there was a broad fword 
taken out of one, and lent to 
Oxford ; in another Was found 
a lyeapon of the fame metal like 
a pole-ax, which weighed twen- 
ty pounds : out of a third lyas 
dug a brafs inftriwnent, called 
celt, fuppofed to have belonged 
to fome druid, and to have beeri 
ufed for cutting the mifleto oif 
the oaks. 


(i) Stukelcy’s Stonehenge, p, 3, k fcq. 
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and will it not be more reafonable to fuppofe it to have been 
a temple, than a monument ? We fliouM ^ave made no 
dirticulty of admitting it to be fuch a temple, had we not 
fo many convincing arguments, that neither Celte$, j^oc 
Gauls and Britons, had any fuch buildings till long after 
the coming of the Romans. However, to f}iew that our Some c9n^ 
conje6lure is not really fo inconfiUcnt as it may appear 
the firft fight, we (hall obferve, firll, that there is a mani- 
fell difference between a mopument a^d a^burying-place \ 
and that the latter is defigned only to inclofe the remaigs, 
and the other to preferve the memory of the deceafed. Thefe 
might be^ppropriated for the fepulture of great perfon^es ; 
and this to burn their bodiesi to be afterwards depofit^ In 
urns, and conveyed to their proper burying-place :* the 
ftonc fabric might be the fepulchre of kings, or of the chief 
druid, and confequently deferve greater magnificence i or, 
laftly, it might be the center kehla, in other wards, the 
point of view, or rather of diftance, to all the reft, ere£led 
at the change of the whole nation, defigned not only as a 
magnificent monument, or rather an open afid majeftic edi- 
fice for the performance of funeral rites to the whole peo- 
ple, and more efpccially to thofe of a fuperior rank and. 
merit,*but likewife to afeertain the proptirty of each 4>ai^. 
row to its refpeflive family, by the^number of cubits or fur- 
longs they ftood eaft or weft from it ; for that they had a 
clear notion of the points of the compafs, and of geometry, 
is evident from the very planting, ftrudlure, fituatiqn, and 
fymmetry of the fabric. , 

The three walls which we have already deferibed, were Briiann’tm 
in different times the boundaries of the Roman empire, di- Supenor 
vicling Britannia Roraana from Britannia Barbara ; which 
laft appellation they gave to that part of Britain not fubjc£l 
to Rome. Britannia Romana was divided into Britannia 
Superior, and Britannia Inferior, or Upper and Lower Bri- 
tain : the former reached from the Channel at lead as far as 
Chefter, comprehending both England and Wales, as they 
are now ftylea ; for on one hand we in Dio Caftitts, 
that the legio fecunda Augufta was quartered in Upper Bri- 
tain ; and on the other, in Ptolejny, that it had its ftation 
at ifea Silurum, now Caer-Lheon, #bQUt four miles from 
the Severn in Monmouthfhire. Dio Ciailius alfo tells us, 
that the legio vigefima, called likewife Valeriana and Vic- 
irix, was quartered in Uppei^ritain ; ind both Ptolemy 
and Antoninus determine the place, Deva, no’ftv Chefter, on 
the Deva, now the Dee. The legio fexta Vkirix is placed 
by Dio Caflius in Lower Britain ; and by Antoninus, as 
well as by Ptokmy, at Eboiacum., or York, which flood in 
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Lo^^r BHtaIn* Under this divifion was comprifed onfy 
tl^at pait of Blfitain which was fubje£li,to the Romans, the 
othet undone, northern part being diftinguiflied by the name 
of Barbara : this divifion owed, without all doubt, 

ita origin to the emperor Severus, who having fettled the 
aSaira of Britain, divided it, as we read in Hcrodian, into 
two^.prefe£lures. Before that prince’s reign, no mention is 
made of any divifion of Britain ; and Ptolemy, who divides 
Germany^ Pannonia, and Moefia, into Upper and Lower, 
laj|:es no notice of any fuch divifion in his defcriptlon of 
Britain I a convincing proof* that when he wrote, that is, 
reign of Marcus Antoninus, this divifion was not yet 
irffcroduced* If Severus was, as he feems to have been, the 
a^ithbr of this divifion, Britannia Inferior extended to the 
ifthmus bctween*Glota and Bodotria, where he Inrilt a wall, 
parting Britannia llomana from Britannia Barbara, 

Britain di^ Britatinia Romana, compfehending the Upper and Lower 
^t^dinto Britain, was firft divided, probably by Conftantine the 
four governments ; Britannia Prima^ Britannia 
Secunda, Flavi« Caefarienfis, and Maxima Caefarienfis. Bri- 
tannia Prima lay between the Channel on one fide, and the 
Thames and the Severn on the other 5 Britannia Secunda 
feached from thetSevnjrn to the Irifii Tea 5 Flavia Caeftrienfis 
was inclofed by ihe 1 hames, the Severn, and the Humber; 
and Maxima Caefarienfis extended from the Humber to A- 
drian’s Wall. To thefe was^adcied afterwards the province 
of Valentia, probably fo called by the emperor V'alentinian 
from ifis brother Valcns ; for, in the reign of Valentinian, 
this country, extending from Adrian’s Wall to the friths of 
Bodotria and Glota, was recovered by Theodofius, father 
of the emperor of that name. This divifion we have taken 
from the Breviary which Sextus Rufus wrote, and dedicated 
to the emperor Valentinian. Some imperfecR copies of this 
work omit Flavia Csefarknfis ; and one of thefe Camden 
has followed. 

^befe provinces bad its particular magiftrate, 
fcttne a confular, ptjiers only a praefes or prefident. They 
nferJment were all, accord ing*to the Notitia, fubje£fc to the vicarius of 
ia Britain. Britain, as he was to the prsefedlus prxtorio of Gaul, one 
of the four praefe^i^prjctorio inftituted by Gonftantine- 
7Mr </vi/ "^be vicar of Britain had feveral officers under him, for the 
better and more expeditious adminiftration of civil affairs ; 
namely, his piinikps or Ikut^nant; a cornicularius, who 
publiffied the fentences and decrees of the vicar and other 
magiH^tes, and was fo called from cornu^ a horn, with 
the founding 6f which he commanded filence in the court ; 
two ia^merarii or accountants,, whofe province it was to 
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lake an account of the pubHc revenues j a commchtarlehlis 
or gaoler, fo called /rom the contmentaria kalendars of 
the prifoners, which he kept, and delivered to the judges ; 
officers called ab atlis, that is, public notaries, who wrote 
teftaments, contradls, and other inftrumcnts j fecretariea 
called de cura, and de cura epiftolarum, whofe office it was 
to wr ite and fend letters and difpatches fro^ the governors 
of the provinces to the empefor, or to each other. Befides 
a great number of petty officers, informers, jjurfuivantSj and 
apparitors, the vicar had under him the governors of the 
five above mentioned provinces, who were three prefidents, 
and two confulars ; for by piefidents were governed Britan- 
nia Prima, Biitannia Secunda, and FJavia Csefarienfis ; and 
the other two, Maxima Csefarienfis and Valentia, by con-<^ 
fulars ; as inppeats from the Notitia, ancf this difpofitioii 
was agreeable to the cuftom of the Romans, who, on the 
decline of the empire, committed to confulars the^care of 
thofe provinces only, that, lying next to the enemy, were 
inoft expofed to their attempts. The vicar had the power 
of reverfing the judgments and decrees of tfte other gover* 
nors ; and with the fame power was the prsefedlus prastorio 
of Gaul veiled, over the judgments and decrees of the vicir.^ 

The eafigns of the vicar’s office werc*a l»ok of mandates 
in a green cover, and five caftles placed on the. triangular 
form of the ifland, with the names of the five above men- 
tioned provinces which they r€;prefented h 

By the vicar, and the governors of the five provinc£8 Un- 
der him, was the civil government adminiftered- As to the 
military, it was executed by the three chief officers under 
the magifter militum of the weft ; the comes Britanniarum, 
the comes litoris Saxonici, and the dux Britanniarum. No Cttmes Bri* 
mention is made in the Notitia of the troops under the tanniarum* 
command of the count of Britain, nor of the places under 
his jurifdi£lion ; but as the othejr two commanded on the 
coafts, and in the northern parts of Britain, We conclude 
from thence, that the inland and feuth. part of the illand * 
was fubjc£l to his command. The conges litoris Saxonici, Corns li- 
or count of the Saxon ftiore, whofe province it was to cover ^ofts 
th% eaftern coaft lying oppofite jSermany, and prevent 
the Saxon pirates from ravaging the country, had eight 
pi^pofiti under his command, and one tribune $ the praj- 
pofitus or commander of the numcrus or cohort of the For- 
tenfes, quartered at Othona, thought to he ffaftings ; the 
praepofitus of the Tungricani at Dubris or Dover the prre- 
pofitus of the Turnacenfes at Lemanis or Xaoxc i the prse- 

t Vide Pancirol, iu Nolii. Imoerii. 
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toCim of tht Branodunenfcs, who were Dalmatian horfc, 
at Branodanuifi or Brancafter in Norfclk; the pr^pofitu® 
of the Stablefian horfe at Gariannonum or Caftor, near 
Yarmouth ; the prsepofitus of the fecond legion, called Au- 
gufta, quartered at Rutupiae or Richborough ; the prsepo- 
fitus of the Abulci.at Anderida or Newenden ; and the 
prsepofitus of the cxploratores, whofe office it was to dif- 
cover the Rate and motions of the enemy, atPortus Adurm, 
or Ederington„in SufTex. Xhe tribune commanded under 
the prsepofitus of the legion. 

IftcrFri- The dnx Britanniarum under him fourteen prsepo- 

$Bnnmrum, ^ti ; namely, the prsepofitus of the fixth legion^quartered 
at York or Eboractim ; the prsepofitus of the Dalmatian 
horfe at Prsefidium,, or Patrington in Holdernefic ; the prx- 
pofitus'of the efrifpian horfe at Danum or Doiltafter ; the 
priepofitus of the Catafradarian horfe at Morhium, perhaps 
Moreib^, in Cumberland \ the prsepofitus of the Barcarii 
Tigritenfes at Arbeia or Jerby, in the fame county, the 
prsepofitus of the Nervii Didenfes at Didis or Diganwy, in 
Caernarvonffiile ; the prsepofitus of the Vigiles or fcouts at 
Goncangii or Kendal, in Weftmorland ; the prsepofitus of 
the Exploratores at Lavatres or Bowes, in Vorkffiire ; the 
'prsepofitus ©f thfc Mrcdi at Veterse or Burgh-npo‘h- Stan- 
more, in Wcftmorlandj the prsepofitus of the Defenfores at 
Broconiocum or Bougham, in the fame county ; the prsepo- 
fitus of the Solenfes at Magona, thought by Camden to be 
Macj^lcncth, in Montgomeryihire ; the prsepofitus of the Pa- 
cenfes at Magi or Old Radnor ; the prsepofitus of the Lon- 
gonicariiat Longonicus or Langchefter, in the biffioprick of 
Durham 5 and iaftly, the prsepofitus of the Derrentionenfes, 
id called from Derventio, where they were quartered, a 
town upon the Derwent, feven miles from York, thought 
to be AuWby. All thefe prsepofiti arc named in the Noti- 
tia, with the places where they were quartered r 
J ffuartf Befides, thefe forces, a ftrong guard or watch was kept on 
MwM vthc Notitia exprefles it, along the line of 

the wall, ** per valli.” Here was poRed the tribune 

of the fourth cohort of the Largi, at a place called Segodu- 
now the fea-coafi: of Northumberld'nd. 

The. tribune of the cohort of the Comonii had his Ration at 
Pons A£lii or Portland, in Northumberland : this bridge 
WM probahjyiiiade of the emperor -^lins Adrian us- 

The tribune of the ala of the Aftores was quartered at Cori- 
dercum or Cbefter-upon-thc-Streety in the biffioprick of 
Durham. Next to him was Rationed the tribune of the 
firil^hort of the Frixagi at Vindobala, as we read in the 
Notitia^ OF Vihdomora> as it is ftykd in the Itinerary^ the 
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former ndme Importing, in the Britifti langu^e, finis muri* 
ind the latter finis vlHi ; and hence the place is now called 
the Wall’s-ehd, in Northumberland, the river Tyne ferv- 
5ng, perhaps, inftead of a rampart, from this place to the 
fea. The prefed: of the ala Saviniana waspofted at Hun* 
num, which Camden conjedures to be Sevenfhale, in the 
fame county; The prefed of the fecond ala of the Adores 
lay at Cilurnutti, which fome take for Cillerford, and fome 
for Sciliceder-on-the-Wall, iikewife ki N«rthumbcrland* 
The tribune of the fird cohort^of the Batavi was dationtfj 
at Procolitia, according to fome Colcheder upon the Tyne* 
The tribune of the fird cohort of the Tungri was quarteted 
at Borcovicus or Berwick, in Northumberland. The tri- 
bune of the fourth cohort of the Gauls .it Vindolana, or 
WinchedeS-on-the-Wall. The tribune of the fird cohort of 
the Adores at ^fica, thought Jobe Netherly on jhe Efk, 
in Cumberland. The tribune of the fecond cohort of the 
DaJmatae at Magni, a place without all doubt near the wall, 
and not Radnor, called by the fame name^^ The tribune 
of the fird cohort ^Elia at Amboglanna, according to fome 
Willoford, in Cumberland, according to Gamderi Amblc- 
fide, in Wedmorland. ‘The prsefed of the ala Petriana zU 
Perithfin Cumberland. The prsefed of *the Mauri Aure* 
liani at Aballaba, or Appleby, in Wedmorland. The tris» 
bune of the fecond cohort of the Largi at Congavata, ot 
Piofe-cadle, near Carlifle, in Cumberland* The tribune of 
the cohort of the Hifpani at Atelodunum, no^Hexhsmi in 
Northumberlaiiidk The tribune of the fecdild cohort of 
Thracians at Gabrofentum, Gatelhead, clofe. to Newcadle* 
The tribune of the fird cohort, called JEVtz Claflica, at Tun- 
nocellem, or Tinmouth : thiscohortj Camden thinks, was 
employed in naval affairs, being induced to adopt this opi- 
nion by the furname of Claffica given it in the Notitia. 

That the Romans kept fome vefTeJs on the Tyne, to 
hinder the Caledonians from niafeing defeents on their ter- 
ritories, is riot improbable $ for that fkey maintained a 
fleet in the ports of this ifland, ts manifoft from a law dill 
extant in the PandeAs, wherein menrioif is ^ade by Javo- 
leiTus of Seius Satiirhinus, archig&befnus, dr admiral, 
of the Britifh fleet The tribune of the firlt cdhort of the 
Morini was dationed at Glannobanta, thought by Camdea 
to have dood on the W^entfbeek, in Cumberland. The tri- 
bune of the third cohort of the Nef^vii at Alionc, now 
Whltley-caftlc, in Wdlmorfand. The cuiieus of the Ar- 
maturse is placed by the Notitia at Brcmentttracum} a da- 
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tio»\ nitar the wall, and not in the neighbourhood of Predota, 
in £anMfliire,riixty miles diftant from„the wall, as Camden 
maintains: The prsfetV of tlie firft ala He«ufe had his 
ft^fion at Olenacum, or Ellenborough, in CundrerJind, where 
many monuments of antiquity have been difeovered. The 
tribune of the fixth cohort of the Nervii is laft mentioned in 
the Notiria, and placed at VeroCdium, thought to be Were- 
wich upon the Eden, near Carlifle. All thefe forces were 
appointed to defend the limit, that is, to fccure the wall, 
npder the command of the dux Britanniarum. Thefe 
three officers, namely, the esmes Britanniarum, the comes 
litoris Saxonici, and the dux Britanniarum, were equal in 
pfa'isrer, but fubordinate to the vicar. 'J'hc forces maintained 
in Britain, under the two latter officers, amounted, accord- 
ing to Pancirolui, to nineteen thoufand two hixidred foot, 
and feventeen hundred horfe. Of the troops under the 
comes Eritanniarum, we find no account in the Notitia ; 
Pancirolus thinks, becaufe the greater part of the illand was 
then in the power of the Barbarians : but this reafon might 
have ferved againfl; enumerating the forces unSer the tvro 
other commanders ; for, at the very time the Notitia was 
^ compiled, the Britons were, by frequent embaffies, folicit- 
hing the emperor, and his officers in Gaul, for afl'v'lance ; 
which they could not have wanted, had the fourth part of 
Ihc troops, fet.down in' the Notitia, been quartered towards 
the wall. In the times before the Notitia, no mention is 
made of the comes Britanniarum, but only of the dux, and 
the'^CBmes tradius maritimi, called comes litoris Saxonici, 
when the Saxon pirates began to infeft the coafts. The 
firft vicar of Britain we find mentioned in hiftory, and pro- 
bably the firft who, With that title, governed here, is Peca- 
tianus, t<|.whom we find an edidl diredlcd in 319, enaa- 
ingi, that one decuiio.ffiottM not be bound to pay the taxes 
that were due from another*. The authority of the count 
of the Saxon fliore Was thought to have been confined within 
Britain, till it was, by the feamed Selden, extended to the 
oppofite coafts of Ckabria, Batavia, Belgica, and Armo- 
rica “ 5 for .t|j be finds the name of litus Saxonicuna 
given by •^VHtersH thofe times, no dhubt, from tkeit 
j j , mfcfted W the Saxon pirates. 

j. count of Britain had for bis enfigns a book of man- 

maa tffi- date*, wnd the iliand reprefentod in a triangular form • the 
urt hire, count of the Saxon ftjorc a pu^ book, with nine caftles, 
teprefenting the nine places where the praepofiti and tribune 
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^Dn3er his command were quartered : and the dux llkewifc 
ti purple book, withthe fourteen places whl^re the prasfeds 
under him were ftatipned. Of thefe munitions or forts, 
fourteen have over them the names we have mention<id j 
but the firfi has only the word fexta;,fignifying, we fuppofe, 
the ftation of the Cxth legion, which was quartered at 
York; whence that city is ftyled by Antoninus, in his 
Itinerary, Eboracum legio fexta j and, in a coin of Sevcriis, 

COL. EBORACUM LEGIO VI. IX. Jf the power and ju- 

rifdi£lion of the count of the Saxon fliore nad extended,to 
the oppofite coafls of Gaul arftl Germany, as Selden main- 
tains, mcnition would have been made in the Notitia of the 
fnices under his command in thofe places; but as the Nb- 
titia is quite filent upon that head, and, in the cilfigns of 
that ollice^, we find only the names of nine Britiih towns or 
garrifons, we conclude from thence, that his authority was 
confined to this ifland. Ills tloops were quartered in fe- 
veral towns 6r ftations along the coafl from Kent to the 
mofl: northern part of Norfolk. The more northern coafls, 
and that facin^Ireland, with the inland c^ntrica in thofe 
parts, were under the juril'diclion of the dux Britanniarum ; 
for Danura, now Doncafter, feems to have b^en the mofl;, 
fouthtrn ftation of his troops. Thelt ftations, defigndd al 
hrft for camps, called in Latin caftra, grew, by degrees, 
into cities; and this is tbe origin of almofl: all our great 
cities and towns, built either ,in the fame places where the 
Jloman camps were fituated, or at a fmall diftance from 
them. This obfervation holds efpeclajly in thofe^places 
whofe names end in chejlcr or cejier^ derived from the 
Latin word cajira ; for, to this day, ftatio;ns or forts 
near the Pifls wall, the remains of vidiicn are to be feen in 
feveral places, are, by the common people^ called chefters 

To maintain a communication between one ftation and ThiRman 
another, and for the conveniei^c of the armies when they 
marched, or of the governofi when they vifited the pro- 
vinces, (he troops, in peaceable times* were employed in 
making roads or 'caufeVays, called vji militares, confu* 
lares, prKtorisc, and ftratae, publicaCp ^8 no fewer than a 
lAincIred and fourteen manfions^ through fifteen different 
roads are mentioned in the Itinerary, fl^nd in the Notitia 
forty-fix garrifons, to wit, nine on the fea-cOaft, under the 
command of the comes litoris Saxonici, fourteen more in- 
land, and twenty-thtcc per liheam valli, or along the wall, 
under the jurifdi£lionof the dux Britanniafiam* many high- 
ways muft have been made for palling, acfrordiug to the 

A Vide Burton. Comment, in Antonin. Xciner. 
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Komaa cuftom, from one place, however diftantj to an-* 
other. Our hj^^orians, indeed, mention only four of note j 
but, in a province fo abounding with itations, camps, for-r 
trefles, and cities, there muft, without all doubt, have been 
a ^eat many more. Had the Notitia given us an account 
tf the forces and places^ under the command of the dujc 
Britanniarum, as well as of the other two great officers, we 
fhould have come to the knowlege of more cities and places 
6f confequcnce in this ifland ; for Bede tells us out of Gil- 
das, who flouriffied'^about thfe time the Notitia was com- 
pdfed, that, in thofe days, there were twenty-eight ftately 
cities, befides innumerable caftles, fortified wi^h ftrong 
walls, towers, and gates 

The four ways, or, as we call them, ftreets, mentioned by 
pur hHlofians, are, Watling-flreet, fo called, asijis conjec- 
tured, cither from Vitellianus a Roman, perhaps employed 
jn making it, or from a Saxon word fignifying a beggar^ it 
being much frequented by beggars : this way is thought 
by fpjhe tp have reached from Dover to Cardigan in Wales ;; 
by others to ha^e extended from Dover to tl^ coaft oppofite 
Anj[Icfty, paffing through London, Dunflable, Towcefter, 
^Betfton, and croffing the Severn near the Wrekin in 
'Shropffiirc. Thq.FoJs-way, fo called perhaps, becapfe, in 
fomp places, it was never perfe£l:ed, but left like a ditch. 
This way is thought to have reached from Totnes to 
Lincoln, and from Lincoln to Caithnefs, the mofl nor*, 
them point in Scotland. Ikenild-ftreet, fo called, per- 
hapiri-^rrom Iceni : it led from Southampton to York, and 
from thence to Tinmouth. Ermine, or Erminage-ftreet, 
reaching from St. David's to Southampton p. Befides thefe, 
we fi^d tvt^o othefs mentioned in hiftory, namely, Julia 
Strata, in Monpiouthihire, made, as Camden conjectures, 
by Julius Prontinus, who futxlued the Silures *, and Strata 
Marcella, mentioned by Giraldus Cambrenfio, as lying at a 
fmall diftance from Julia Stmts. The former is thought tp 
have been the workt)if Ulpwts Marcellus, the propraetor of 
pritain in the reign of Commodus* 

The forces pmpldyed in the defence of Britain were all 
foreigners, as the have obfei ved, the Romap^ 

not thinking it fafeteitiFdft the natives, whp, perhaps, would 
have defended theif country with more vigour and refolu- 
tioT^ the Barbarians j but might,- when mafters of 

all the piacqi* have turned their arms againft their 

Infers, and mken off thp yoke. To prevent any fuph de-? 


• Ob. i. f'. I Vjfie ^ton. Cumnnent, in Itiner* 

AntoniA. 
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fign, t!ie Ramans tranfplanled into mher countries the nu- 
enerous levies raifed^hcre. It appears from^he Notitia, and 
feveral ancient inferiptionsi that bodies of Britilh troops 
were difperfed almofl over the whole empire : for wc find 
the following corps mentioned, namely, Ala Britanhica 
milliaria, Ala quarta Britonum in i®gypto, Cohors prima 
/Elia Britonum, Cohors tertia Britonum, Cohors feptima 
Britonum, Cohors vicefima fexta Britonum in Armorica, 
Britanniciani fub magiftro peditum, Invifti juniores Bri- 
tanniciani, ex cubitores juftiorea Britan fticiani, Britones 
eum magiftro equitum Gallia/um, Invi^i juniores Britdbes 
intra H^paniam, Britones feniores in Illyrioou Thefe dif- 
ferent corps were fupplied, from time to time, out of this 
ifland. No wonder, therefore, that Britain, exhauftedand 
deprived §f its youth by fuch numerous levies, became, 
opon the withdrawing of the foreign troops quartered there^ 
;a prey to the northern Barbarians, 


S E C T. II. 

^he Hljlory of Britain^ from the frft cofiing of Julius 
Cesfar to its Dejertm by Romans. 

I T A IN was but little known to the Romans till the C^far^s 
^ time of j ulius Caefir, who, having carried his viftorious 
arms to the oppofite coaft of*Gaul, feparated from Britain 
by a narrow channel, formed the defign of bring?,^^^ itJhf » 
Britons, as he had already done the moIl»warlike nations of 
Gaul, under the dominion of Rome. Whatever was the 
real motive that urged him to this undertaking, whether 
his unbounded ambition, and thirft of glory, which appears 
moft likely, or the hopes of enriching himfelf with the 
Britiih pearls, as we read in Suetonius S the pretence be 
alleged was, that, in all the wars of Gaul, the Britons had 
aififted, with con fiderab^e.fupf lies, the enemies of the re- 
public. Upon this either real or pretended provocation, he 
attempted to pafs over into Britain, and, by the conqueit of 
this illand, increafe the reputation^wbi^ be had already ac- 
quired in Gaul. As the lummeswasaif^dy for fpent, and 
winter came on very early in thefe northern climates, he 
was fenfible, that the time of the year woold not allow Um 
to finilh the war. However, be thought it would be no 
fmall advantage to view the ifland, to learn the tem|^||^ 
cuftoms, and manners, of the inhabitants, and to get feme 
fcuowlege of their ports and havens, then v^ted by bom 
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bul iKierch^tS) lvte>were acquainted with the coafl; ]yli>g 
oppofitc GauU ^ut feemed utter ftrang^rs to the reft of the 
country,: for, being called together by LJaefar from all parts, 
they epuM not inform him of what extent the ifland was •, by 
whst nationa, and how powerful, it was peopled ; how they 
pnderftood^ the art of war; by what cuftoms they were go- 
verned'; or what ports were capable of receiving a fleet of 
great (hips. 

Jit fen^ jj 5 order, therefore, to difeover what he could not leara 
ro/mfenus merchant^, difpatched C. Volufenus with a galley, 

Jorinul'- epfinnanding him to return a%foon aspoflible w'ith what in- 
iigena, telHgetlcc he could obtain. In the mean timeCa^iar^arched 
all hi§ forces into the country of the Morini, now the pro- 
vince, of Picardy, whence was the fhorteft paflage into 
Britain, ordering the fame time all the vcflels^hat lay in 
the neighbouring ports, and the fleet, which he had built 
the year before for his expedition againft the Morini, to at^ 
Tkf Bri’ tend hirn. The Britons, alarmed at thefe preparations, 
^ambaffa.” amhafladprs to Caefar, pftering to fubmit to 

£hri to Rome, and deliver hoftages for their fidelity. ' Caefar re- 

Cttjar* ceived them with great kindnefs ; and, having encouraged 

them with £at^ procaifcs to perfift in their refolution, feiit 
^em back to their country, ordering Comius, >jthorn, 
for his extraordinary wifdom, virtue, and fidelity, he bad 
made king of the Atrebates, to attend them into Britain, 
with inftru£lions to vifit as many ftates as he could, to per- 
fuade them to accept of an aFliance with Rome, and to ac- 
^'tni:at:^hem with his defign of landing in a Ihort time in 
their country. ® 

Co>/t7r In the mean time Volufenus, having made what difeo- 

veries he could from his ftiip, returned five days after to 
Cwfar, and acquainted him with what he had obferved. 
Hereupon Caefar, having embarked two legions on board 
eighty tranfports; aqd appointed eighteen more, which 
were wind-bound at a pott about eight miles off, to convey 
over the cavalry, weighed Anchor about the third watch, 
commanding the cavalry to embark at the port, where the 
yeffeJs lay ready tou’eceivc them, and follow him ; which 
orders were too ilowly ^ccutcd, Casfar himfelf arrived 
a few hours on the coaft; but finding the hills and 

clifts hangmg over thp fca covered with armed men, who 
from thence mig^ht, with their darts, cafily prevent his land- 
^y till three in the afternoon, waiting for fome 
ordjSr to difeover ar^pther place, where 
land his troops with lefs danger. Upon their 
the fleet, he fummoned the chief officers to a council 
^ 7 having acquainted them with the intelligence 
received from Volufenus, and given fuch orders as 
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he thought proper for the occafion, he fet fail, and arriving 
at a plain and open l^ore about eight miles father, came to 
an anchor. 

The Britons, apprifed of Cjefar’s defign, fent their ca- *The Prt- 
valry and chariots before, tlje relief the army hallening *af- 
ter, in order to oppofe his landing. The principal difliculty 
proceeded from the largenefs of Ae (hips, which required mans;* * 
a confiderahle depth of water; fo that the Ptoman foldiers 
were obliged, incumbered as they M’ere with heavy armour, 
to leap into the fen, and at tlffe fame tiftie Ih-uggle with the 
waves, and encounter the enejny, who, having their harfds 
difengage^d, as they either Hood on dry land, or waded but 
a little way into the water, could fecurely call their dar^, 
and drive hack an enemy thus hampered. This difadvan- 
tage fo diljjouraged the Homans, that thty did not appear 
fo alert, nor fo eager to engage the enemy, as in their for^ 
mer ccmfli£ls on dry land ; which backwardnefs bging per- 
ceived by the general, he ordered his long fiiips or gallies 
to advance with their broad Tides towards the fhore, in or- 
der to forc*e the Britons, with their flings, arrows, and en- 
gines, to retire from the beach. The Britons, furprifed at 
the make cf the gallies, a fort of flipping they had never 
fcen,^nd overwhelmed with ftiowers,6f ^darts and arr^ow** 
difeharged from thefe vellels, began to give ground; but the 
Romans Hill betraying great relu€t^nceto thro*w themfelves 
into the water, the Handard-bearfer of the tenth legion, hav- 
ing firH invoked the gods, cried out aloud, ** Fellow-fol- 
diers, unlefs you will forfake your colours, and 
Roman eagle to fall into the hands of the eliemy, follow me; 
for I am refolved to difeharge my duty to’ the common- 
wealth, and my general,’’ 8o faying, he leaped into the pj 

Tea, and advanced with the eagle towards the enemy. Here- 
upon the foldiers in the fame fhip, encouraging each other Ante Chr- 
not to fuffer fo great a difgrace as the lofs of their enfign, S4» 
followed his' example. Thofc in the othef fhips, fired vt^ith „ 
emulation, caH themfelves boMly into the fea, and, pre fling 
forward, began the fight, which proved very fharp on both greai 
fides, and, for fomc time, unfavouraWe to the Romans ; difficulty* 
fipr not being able either to keep jtheiryanksi get footing, 
or follow their particular Han^rds, they were put into 
great confufion by the Britons, who, being Acquainted with 
the Hiallows, when they faw them com frig' in ,fmall num- 
bers from their fhips, fpurred their hloflks into the water, 
and attacked them incumbered and ' bnprepafed. Caefiir 
caufed fcveral boats to be manned, and fent them to the af- 
fiHance of thofe whom he faw moft diftreffed. The Ro- 
mans, having at length gained firm footing, charged li?e 
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enemy fo vigoroufly, that they put them to flight j but could 
not purfuc th^ for want of horfc, the cavalry not being 
yet arrived ^ 

ThfiBri- Upon this defeat, the Britons immediately fent ambafTa- 
t»nf/ue dots to fuc for peace, and with them Comius, whom they 
forfiiM, had committed to prifon. Cxfar, having upbraided them 
with breach of faith, in^anaking war upon him after they 
had fent ambafladors into Gaul, defiring peace, promifed to 
pardon them", on condition they delivered a certain number 
of hoftages. Rart <if thefe they brought immediately, pro- 
m^fing to return in a few d^ys with the reft, who lived at 
fomc diftance. Peace being thus concluded four days after 
Osefar's landing in Britain, the Britifti princes, having dif- 
banded their troops, and fent them back into their feveral 
countries, fubmi^ted themfelves and their ftatejg to Caefar. 
In the mean time the eighteen tranfports, with the Roman 
cavalry, being overtaken by a violent ftorm, were driven 
C^af^s back to the ports of GauL By the fame ftorm, Caefar’s 

great- which lay in the road, was greatly damaged, feveral 

t>cing dal^ed to pieces, and others, by the lofs of their 
anchors, cables, and rigging, rendered altogether ufelefs^ 
What added to the misfortune, the fame night the tide rofe 
•fo high, that the gajlies, which had been drawn afliore, 
were filled with water. Thefe difafters produced a general 
confternaiion in the iUNman camp. 

The Britifh chiefs, whd were aflembled to perform their 
agreement with Caefar, perceiving his want of horfe, {hips, 

. ovifions, and judging of the number of his men from 

the fmallnefs of his camp, which was narrower than ufual, 
becaufe the legions had left their heavy baggage behind 
them, refolv«d to take arms again, in order to protradt the 
war till winter, perfuading themfelves that, if they could 
cut off the few Romans that were come over, or prevent 
their return, they would thereby deter others from invading 
Britain for the future. The plan being laid, and the refo- 
lution taken, they began to fteal out of the camp by degrees, 
i privately to colk£l their difbanded troops. Caefar knew 
nothing of their dafign j but ncverthelefs fufpedting an al- 
teration from their 3e{ay in delivering the hoftages after 
tlf(B Ipfsof his (hipping^ refolved to prepare againft all events. 
Accordingly be caufed all the provifions that could be found 
in the neighbouring country to be brought into his camp, 
and gave orders tbi|€ the foips, which had been the leaft da>^ 
m^ged by lhc ftorm, ihould be refitted with the materials 
of ^ofe that had been da{hed to pieces. He fent likewife to 
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Gaul for wliat things were farther nccelTary, which werefo 
well applied by the foldiers, who on this occafion laboured 
with uncommon diffgence, that, only tweme (hips being 
loft, the reft were foon in a condition to put to fea once 
more. 

In the mean time, the feventh legion being fent out to 
forage, while part of the foldiers were employed in reaping 
the corn, and the reft in gathering, and conveying it to the 
camp, the Britons, who had lain all night concealed in the 
neighbouring woods, fell uptin them tineape<ftedly ; and, and fait 
having killed many, drove the |eft into a fmall compafs, ahd /A# 
furroundqd them with their horfeand chariots in fuckman- 
ner, that not a fingle man would have efcaped, had not tlje *^<S*^^* 
advanced guards informed Csefar that they obferved a greater 
duft than ^fual rifing from that quarter.. He, fufpeding 
the Britons had recommenced hoftilitics, flew to the affift- 
ance of the legion, with the two cohorts that w'ere upon 
guard, ordering two others to fupply their place, and all the 
reft to take to their arms, and follow him with all expedi- 
tion. Updn his arrival, the Britons gave pver the attack, 
and the Romans refumed their courage : however, Caefar, 
not thinking it advifenble to engage the enerhy, ftood fome 
time ^ith his troops drawn up in ordfr of battle, and then* 
retreated to his camp. After this atftion, the heavy ra*ins, 
which continued feveral days fuccoffivcly) kept the Romans 
in their camp, and hindered tb^ Britons froria attempting 
any thing againft them. 

The latter, however, were not idle in the mean 
Having difpatehcd melTengers into all parts of the ifland, to 
inform their countrymen how fmall an army the Romans 
l:ad, how great a booty they might acquire, and what a fa- 
vourable opportunity offered of freeing thcmfelvcs for ever, 
by forcing the Roman camp, they drew together a great 
body of horfc and foot, and boldly advanced to the Roman 
intrenchments. Upon their approach, Csefar drew up his TkeyaU 
legions in order of battle before the camp, and gave the 
Britons fo warm a rec^tion, that they immediately turned 
their backs, and fledf Csefar purfued them with great 
(laughter, burnt feveral towns and villages in the neighbour- ed tutik ^ 
hood, and then returned to his. camp. The Britons, difpi- g^tat 
rited at the lofs they had fuftained, fent the fame day am- Mughttr^ 
baffadors to implore peace; wbich Csefar granted, upon 
their promifing to fend him over into Gaul double the num- 
ber of hoftages he had required before. His want of horfc, 
and the fear of expoiing his fleet to another (form, if he 
remained till the equinox, made him haften his departure. 

The fame night therefore, the wind proving favourable, he 
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trelghed anchor, and arrivdH fafe in Gaul, whence he 5m» 
mediately wroj^^tothe fenate, acquaiij^ting them with his 
exploits in Britain ; for which a fupplication, or general 
thankfgiving, was decreed for twenty days'J 

Irhe Britons were not much awed by Caefar’s arms ; for 
of all the ftates, into which the ifland was then divided, 
tvi^o only fent him hoftages. Provoked at this negle£l or 
contempt, he refolved to make another defeent the follow- 
ing fpring, with a far more powerful fleet and army. With 
this view, befor'e he left Gaul to return to Italy, where he 
generally fpent part of the winter, he ordered his lieutenants 
to refit the old Chips, and build a great number of feranfports^ 
His orders were executed with fuch diligence, that, upon 
his return, he found fix hundred (hips, and twenty-eight 
gallies, ready to hunch. Having therefore comifiended the 
application and diligence of his foldiers, and the fupervifors, 
he commanded them to repair, with the fleet, to Pontus 
Itius, while he marched, with four legions, and eight hun- 
dred horfe, into the country of Treves, to prevent a revolt 
in that quarter* Having taken proper precautions for this 
purpofe, he haftened back to the Portus Itius, now called 
Witfand, betwixt Calais and Boulogne. Here, leaving La- 
biepus, with thre^. legions, and two thoufand horfe, to pro- 
vide corn, and to fend him intelligence from time to time 
of what might happen on the continent, he embarked, with 
five legions, and two thoufand horfe, and, weighing an- 
chor about fun-fet, jirrived, with his w^hole fleet, the next 
"ifSyiJy noon, on the Britifh coafl, v/here he landed, with- 
■ out oppofition, in the fame place, which be bad found fo 
convenient the year before. The Britons had aflembled in 
great multitudes to oppofe bis landing, as he afterwards un- 
derftood from the prifoners ; but, being terrified at the 
fight o£.fo numerous a fleet, amounting, with the veflels 
wdiich feveral perfons had provided for their own ufe, to 
upwardsof eight hundred, they had abandoned the Chore, and 
retired to the hills. Ctefar, receiving intelligence of their 
mbtions, left ten cohorts, Und thre^ hundred horfe, to fe- 
cure the fleet, and,*:^ith the refl:, itiarched in queft of the 
enemy, whom befoUnd pofted on the other fide of a river, 
about twelve mil^s fr^ the platfli where he had landed (N), 
Their defign was'td^^ppStdfe hispaflagc ; but, notwithftand- 

C«rC Cottihient. Itb, iv. 


(N) This river id Chppofed to river, to the north qf the town^ 
be the Stour, the Thames being Horfely is of opinion, that the 
too dillant; fo that the battle ftrong place, to which the Bri- 
yras fought on the banks of that tons retreated after their defeat, 

^ f, ’(S; 



The Hijhy Britain. y jr 

Jng the advantage of the ground, they were obliged, by the andtitfeatt 
Roman cavalry, to ^uit their pod, and retire to a wood, the Briton*. 
all the avenues of which were blocked up with huge trees 
cut down for that purpofe. Out of this place, which feem- 
ed to have been fortified in fome former war, they ne*ver 
ventured, but in fmall parties; but, notwithdanding their 
utmofl; efforts to prevent the Romans from entering it, the 
foldiers of the feventh legion, having cafl: themfelves into a 
tefludo, and thrown up a mount againft their works, oblig- 
ed them to abandon their afylum, anS fa^e themfelves by 
flight. But, the day being fai fpent, Caefar, who was qmte 
unacqua’iited with the country, thought it more prudent to 
return, and fortify his camp, than to purfue the fugitives V 

Early next morning, Caefar difpatched both his horfe and 
foot, in p#rfuit of the enemy ; but, 'when he was already 
come in light of their rear, he was acquainted by fome horfe- 
men from Q^Atrius, that, by a dreadful ftorrn, vjnich had Th Ro. 
happened the night before, mod of his fliips were dadied to 
pieces, or driven afliore. Upon this intelligence, he rc- 
turned to ‘the fca-fide, where he was an ejie witnefs of the 
misfortune, which had happened. Forty fh?ps were en- 
tirely loft, and the reft fo damaged, that they could not be 
refitt%Ll without great labour. Howsver^ having, without* 
lofs of time, fet all the carpenters in the fleet and army to 
work, and fent over to Gaul for'oihers, ordering at the 
fame time Labienus to build a^s many fiiips as he could with 
the legions that were there, to prevent the like misfortune 
for the future, he refolved upon a very difficult unJciVkk^ 
ing ; which was, to draw all his fhips athore, and inclofe 
them within the fortifications of his camp. This ftupendous 
w'ork being completed in ten days, the foldiers labouring 
the whole time night and day without intermiffion, and 
the camp being ftrongly fortified, Crefar, leaving a ftrong 
guard to defend it, marched with the reft of his forces to 
the place) whence he had returned from purfuing the 
enemy. 

Uponhlsarrlval, be found their numbers greatly increafed, 
under the conduit of Caflibelan, king^f the Trinobantes, 
whofe territories lay about eighty tndes from the fea. This 
prince had formerly commenced hdftilities on his neighbours ; 
but, upon the arrival of the Romans, they had unanimoufly 

Cscf. Comment, lib* 

muft have been Durovemum, miles from the place where G*- 
now Cautcibury, diftant twelve far landed ( i ) • 

(i) Horfely, p. 14, 
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tortimittcd the "s/fhole management of the war to him, al 
the moft propfir perfon to head them 9t fuch an important 
Ci^elan conjunftuire. While the Romans were on their march^ 
falls upon were attached by the Britifh horfe and chariots, whom 

^aust^^ui rcpulfed with great ilaughter, and drove into the woods ) 

utipuijed. purfuing them too eagerly, they loft fome of their 
own men. Not long after, the Britons made a fudden fally 
out of the woods, and fell upon the advanced guard, while 
the Romans wer'-e enployed hi fbrtifymg their camp. Cscfar 
immediately detached two cohorts to their afliftance ; but 
the enemy, while the Romans ftood amazed at their me- 
t^[od of fighting, boldly bioke through the tw6 cohorts, 
and returned again, without the lofs of a man. Quintus 
Laberius Durus,^a tribune, was flain in this action : but, 
fome frefti cohorts coming to the relief of the Romans, the 
Britons were, in the end, defeated. Next day, they kept 
on the Kills, at a confiderable diftance from the Roman 
^hBritons camp,, till about noon ; when three legions being detached 
Caefar, with all the cavalry, under the command of C. 
man Trebbnius, to forage, they attacked the foragers with great 
gions\but fury, but meeting with a vigorous refiftance, they fled ; 
arsdtfeat^ i^nd being purfued by the Roman cavalry fo clofe that they 
^ had* not time to r?llly, to make a ftaiid, or to defceni’from 

chariots, according to their ufual cuftom, great num- 
bers were cut iri pieces. Upon this overthrow, the auxi- 
liary troops, abandoning Ca^ibelan, returned to their re- 
JfiaA i. v e countries ; nor did the Britons ever after engage 
Caefar with their •united forces 
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After this viftory, Caefar marched towards the Thames, 
with a defign to crofs that rivcf, and enter the territories of 
^aftibelan j but, when he came to the only place where the 
fiver could be forded, he faw the enemy’s mrccs drawn up 
in a confidcr-able body on the oppofite bank, which was 
fortified with fharp ftakes. They had likewife driven many 
flakes of the fame kind in the bed of the river. Notwith- 


ftanding thefe obftru€lion$, Csefar ordered the civalry td 
ride in, and the legions to follow ; and thefe orders were 
executed with fuch rcfolution and intrepidity, that, though 
the foot were up to the chin in water, the ertemy, not a^c 
to fi^ftam their affault, abandoned the bank, and fled (OJf. 

Caffibclahj 

* Carf Comment, /ih, v. 


» 

(O) The Hakes are juft above of them was lately pulled ou< 
WiJton in Surry ; and the mea. of the Thames, but with great 
dow facing them is called Co- dlffculty. They are of oaR, 
way. They are even now to and, though they have been fo 
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Caflibelan, defpairing of fuccefs by a battle, difbanded tbe 
greateft part of his ferces, retaining only aibut four thou- 
fand chariots, to obferve the motions of the Romans. With 
thefe he kept at fome diftance in the woods, or in fwch 
places as were fcarce accefliblc to the enemy, carrying off 
the corn and cattle from thofe countries through which 
they w^ere to march. As he was w^ell acquainted with 
roads and bye-paths, if the Roman cavalry ventured a little 
too far to ravage the country,* he detached part of his cha- 
riots to attack them ; which they could not engage witht^ut 
great difadvantage. This corfduft prevented the Romans 
from maMng excurfions, and obliged Cxfar to give orders 
that his cavalry (hould not advance farther to burn and 
plunder the country, than the legions were able to fol- 
low them. 

In the mean time, the Trinobantes fent ambalTadors to The Tnrte^ 
C2efar, promifing to fubmit, and, at the fame lime, in- hantes fub* 
treating him to proteft Mandubratius againft the opprefTion 
of CafTibelan, and appoint him their king and governor. ' * 

Mandub|;atius, by Eutropius and Bede catied Androgeus, 
was the fon of Imanuentius king of the Trinobantes ; but, 
upon the d^th of his father, who w^as flain by CalTibelan^ 
be hafi fled {b Csefar, who had grantdl htm his prote£lion. 

Ctefar readily‘complied with the r^queft of the Trinoban- 
tes, at the fame time injoining them to fend him forty hof- 
tages, and corn for his army> demands with which they 
immediately complied. The example of the Tiinobaa^^ 
whofe fubmiflion fccured them from bei,ng plundered by 
the Roman foldiers, was foon followed by other Rates ; 
particularly, the Cenornagni, Segontiaci, Anaclitcs, Bibro- 
ci, and Cofli (P), who fubraitted to Caefar. He had re- 
ceived 


as Brazil, and as black as Jet. 
At Shepperton, they have fe- 
veral knife- handles made of 
them (i). 

(P) Lipfius, inftead of Ceno- 
tnagtii, reads Iceni, Cangi (2), 
tffe names of two nations men- 
tioned elfewhere by Caefar. The 
Iceni inhabited ■ Suffolk, Nor- 
folk, Cambridgcfliirc,and Hun- 
tingdonfliire ; and the Cangi, 
the country lying on the Iritli 
lea. Camden, infle^d of th€ 

CO Tindal, in Not. ad’E.apin* 


Cangi, reads Regni, who were 
the inhabitants of Suflex and 
Surry, confequenilyfnore likely 
to follow the example of tbo 
Trinobantes, who inhabited 
Hertfordfhire, ElTcx, and Mid- 
dlejpV, than the Cangi, who 
lived at a great diffance. The 
Segontiaci are placed by foine 
in Berkfliire, by others in 
ffampfliire (5). The Anaclites 
and Bibroci are placed bv moll 
of our antiquaries in Berkfliire; 

Liof. in Tacit, lib. Wii. 
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cei?ciJ intelligence, that the town of Caflibelan, fuppolbd 
to be Verulamyam, now St. Alban’s, \^ell fecure'd by woods 
and marlhes, whither the country-people had retired with 
tbeh* cattk, was not far from his camp. Thither, therefore, 
heVliarched with his legions; and, though he found the 
place ftrongly fortified both by nature and art, he ordered 
it to be ftormed at two different pMces. The afiault was 
given with fuch refolution, that the Britons fled from one 
of the avenues of the wood ; for this town was only a thick 
wood, furrounded ^vith a di^ch, and fortified with a ram- 
part ; and many of them wo^e overtaken as they attempted 
to make their efcape, and cut in pieces. Here Ci\srar found 
great plenty of cattle 

To repair, in fornc degree, this lofs, and divert Csefar 
from purfuing his coiujuelts, Cafiibelan, by big deputies, 
perfuaded four petty princes of Kent, Cingetorix, Carvilius, 
Taximagulus, and Segonax, whom Caefar flylcs kings, to 
raMe forces, and attack the camp, where the fhips were laid 
up ; but the Piomans, having made a fally, repulfcd them 
with great flau^ter, took Cingetorix prifoner, and return- 
ed, without lofs, to their trenches Upon intelligence of 
this defeat, Caffibelan, confidering the many l.dfes he had 
*^ufl^ined, how Ips country was laid walle, a:'i3 abcyx all, 
that feveral Hates had already fubmitted to the conqueror, 
refolvcd to follow theh* example. He accordingly au- 
thorized ambafladors to treat of a furrender, who were in- 
troduced by Comius of Attr^atum or Arras, As the fura- 
■Wer^as already far advanced, Csefar, who was determined 
to winter in Gaul, accepted their propofals : fo that a treaty 
Was foon concluded upon the following conditions ; that 
the Britons fhould pay an annual tribute to the people of 
Rome ; that Caffibelan fhould leave Mandubratius in the 
quiet polleflion of his dominions, and not moleft the Tri- 
nobanres ; and that he fiiould deliver a certain number of 
hoftages. Thefe Cafar no fooner received, than he march- 
ed to the fca-fide, where he caufed his fleet, which he 
found refitted, to be launched. As he had a great number 
of captives, and fiftne of his fhips had been loft in the 
llorm, he refolved to tr^iifport his army at two voyagefi ; 
but moft of thofe veflels? which were lent back to Gaul 
after they had landed the foldiers that were firft embarked, 
being driven back by contrary winds, Caefar, after having 

'f Caef, Comment, lib. v. cap, 21. 

the former about Henley, and habited fome parts of Hertford* 
the latter al>out Bray. The fiiire, perhaps the hundred of 
QibSi arc fuppofed to have in* Cailhow. 
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Jong expe£ted them in vain, left the winter fhould prevent 
his voyage, the equinox being near at crouded his 

foldiers clofer than he defigned, and, putting to fea about 
the fecond watch of the night, reached the continent, with 
his whole fleet, by break of day *. 

After the departure of Julius Cflefar, the Romans were 
diverted, for the fpace of twenty years, by their domeftic 
broils, from attempting any thing againft Britain. During 
this interval the tribute was not paid, nor perhaps demanded ; 
fo that the Britons continued no lefs fT-ee from the Roman 
yoke than they had been before the arrival of Caefar. 

But Augtiftus having i^t length terminated the civil wars, Au^uJIas. 
and firmly cftablifhed himfelf in the pofTeffion of the erft- State of 
pire, refoived to force the Britons to perform the agree- 
merit thcyjiad made with his uncle Juliuj. With this view 
he advanced as far as Gaul, but was, by a revolt in Paij- 
iionia, prevented from putting his deflgn in e'^ecution. 

About feven years after he entered Gaul with the fame re- 
folution ; but the unfettled ftate of that province induced 
him to liftfin to the propofals of the ambaffikdors fent by the 
Britonn^fue for peace ; wliicli was granted, no doubt, 
upon their^omifing to confirm their agrcv,ment with his 
j(fcdc^eiToi-^uIius t but they neglc6lrd, Jt feems, to per- 
form their pnpmife ; for the year enfuing Auguftus refumed 
the refclution of paffing over into Britain ; but was again 
prevented by the revolt of the Cantabrians in Spain. How- 
ever, feme of the Britifli princes took care to cultivate his 
friendfhip with prefents, which were depofited in the Capico'i 

Cuiiobeliiie, who is faid to have fucceeded Tenuantius, CuwbeUne 
the fucceflbr of Caflibelau, maintained a correfpondence ^*^tntains 
with Rome, and even caufed coins to be ftamped after the 
manner of the Romans, fome of which are ftill preferved. 

Among the reft, one with the word tasc on the reverfe, fig- 
nifying, according to our antiquaries, tribute % whence they 
conclude, that this money \vas defigned for the payment of 
the tribute ; for though brafs and iron rings of a certain 
weight ferved, as Csefar informs us, for their current coin, 
yet the Romans exacted the tribute in gdld or filver ; and of 
tljp latter metal the coin we are bece (peaking of is com- 
pofed (U). Thus Britain, by degrees, became well known 

to 

* Caef. Comment, lib. v. cap. *3— *5. y Strabo, lib- iv. 

(U) On this medal is repre- ford ohferves, that the Gauls 
fented Apollo playing on the and Britons worlhipped Apoflo 
lyre, the name of Cunobeline under the name of Belus or Be- 
being engraved round it. Al- linus ; and thence he derive# 

VoL. XVII, G the 
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to the Romans,. even in the time of Augullus. Tliat prince, 
however, fati^med with the fmall tribute that 'was yeaily 
fent to him from Britain, forbore any farther attempts upon 
the ifland, either thinking the friendfhip or enmity of the 
Britons of no confcquence to the Romans, as Strabo infi- 
nuates*, or being, out of a (bite maxim, rcfolved to fet 
bounds to the empire, led it fliould grow too great and un- 
wieldy *. 

Tiberius, wbo fiicceeded AnguHus, being more inclined 
toi contradt than enlarge the bounds of the empire, followed 
the example of Augudus, ahd never ciucriainetl the lead 
thought of conquering Britain; but, fatisfied whh the rc- 
Ipedl the Britifh princes fliewed him in fending back feme 
of Germanicus’s foldiers who had been fliipwrecked cn 
their coad anil with their paying the ufual tudoms for 
fuch commodities as they brought into Gaul, fuflered them 
to enjof' their liberties, and live according to their ov\ n 
laws. Thefe cudoms the Roman officers collecled in a pre- 
carious manner, fearing to provoke the Britons,; as Strabo 
afferts. Caligula, the luccefTor of Tiberius, hav\>nor 
the xA.lps with a defign to plunder Gaul, receive;! under his 
^rotediion Adminius, called by our writers G^idcrius, t^ 
loif of Cunobelirfb, divho had been banifhed his father. 
Hereupon he wrote boj^Jling letters to Romd, ordering the 
Ineffengers to drive their chariots into the forum, and to the 
very curia, driiflly enjoining them not to deliver their let- 
but in the temple of Mars, and in a full fenate, as if 
the whole iflandJiad fiibmitted to his dominion. Soon afterj 
no doubt at the indigation of Adminius-, he marched with 
his forces to the fea-fide ; but being informed that the Bri- 
tons were ready to receive him, his courage cooled, and 
indead of purfuing his defign, he ordered his foldiers to fill 
their helmets with cockle-fhells, which he called the fpoils 
of the conquered ocean. Having by fuch marks of folly 


z Strabo lib. ii. 
Tacit. Ann.il. lib. ii. 


a Tacit, in Vita Agric. Julian, in Csef. 


tlie name of CLinobeline. On 
the reverfe is engraveS* the 
figure of a woman, with the 
words I'afcia and Novane. 
Vb/evrt fignifics, in the BririOi 
tongue, according to Powel, a 
tribute -penny ^ probably from the 
Latin word taxatio^ the letter 


X not being ufed by the Bri- 
tons. By the woman is, ii/all 
likelihood, reprefented Britain ; 
and as for the word Novane, 
Alford conjectures it to be the 
name of fome town, perhaps 
the metropolis of the Novantes 
or Trinobantes (i). 


(i) Alford. Anna], adar.n. i* Camden. Numifni. not 7. 


and 
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^nd madnefs cxpofed liimfelf to the derij^on both of the 
Gauls and Britons, 4ie wrote to the fenate, defiring them to 
decree him a triumph ; but they being averfe to comply 
with his demand, he refolved to caufe them all to be mafia- 
creel, but was murdered himfelf, before he could put his bar- 
barous deflgn in execution®. 

'rhe Britons may be faid to have continued hitherto free 
from the Roman yoke: but in the reign of Claudius, the ClmZus, 
fuccefibr of Caligula, great part of thj? ifli^nd waS brought 
under fubje<Rion to Rome, and the reft, by degrees, uiifler 
the fucceeding emperors. DroJCafiTius gives us a diftintf 
account c^f the invafion l5^" Claudius, the occafion of which ducedhim 
he thus relates: Cunobeline being dead, his two Tons, 'fo- to make 
godumnus and Caraftacus reigned. In their reign, Bericus 
being driven out of the ifiand for attempting to raife a fedi- ntons, 
rion, fled, with thofe of his party, to Claudius, and being 
highly iiicenfed againft his countrymen, perfuadefl the em- 
peror to invade Britain. On the other hand, the Britons, 
refentirig the emperor’s receiving the fugitives, ana his re- 
f’ liitig to, deliver them up when demanded* forbad all com- 
merce wi^ the Romans. A war being therefore refolved Yr. of FI. 
on, CIaud\s ordered Plautius, then pr?etor in Gaul, tj> A*n** 
trani]^ort thqUegions under his comm!ind*into Britain. The ^ 
foldiers, unwnling to make war, as |;hey faid, out of the com- 
pafs of the world, refufed to follow their general, or obey his /eNt into 
commands; but being at length reclaimed to a fen fe of ihtit'' Britain 
duty, they embarked chearfully, and put to fea from tlireq an 
ports, in order to land in three diflerent pjaces. They were 
driven back by contrary winds, a circumftance which great 'y 
diftieartencd them ; but refuming their courage upon the opi>ofition 
appearance of a meteor fhooting from the eaft, they put to 
fea again, and landed in Britain without oppofition, the in- 
habitants, who had been informed of the mutiny in the Ro- 
man army, and did not expedl fo fudden an alteration, hav- 
ing negletled to aflemble and take meafures for oppofing 
the invafion. Hearing, therefore, they were landed, they 
kept in fmall bodies behind their marflies, and in their 
woods, in order to fpin out the time tiU winter, when they 
ifnagined Plautius, after the exanjple of Julius Caefar, would 
return to GaUl- 

But the Roman general having, with great difficulty, firft and de- 
found out Caradlacus, and afterwards Togodumnus, de- 
feated them both, and reduced part of the Dobuni, who 
were then fubjeft to the Cattieuchlani ; then leaving a gar- 
irifon to keep them in awe, he inarched to a river where 

^ Suet, in Calig. Dio, Ub. lix. 
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the Britons lay^arelefsly encamped, imagining the Romans^ 
couki not pafsqt without a bridge ; b^t the German fol- 
diers, accudomed to tlem the drongelt currents in their ar- 
mour^ having pailed the river, and fallen upon the horfes 
that drew the chariots, in which the chief llrength of the 
Brkons confided, Vefpafian, and his brother Sabinus, font 
over with a body of troops to fupport them, eafiJy defeated 
the enemy, their chariots being rendered unierviceable. 
The Britons, hqwe^er, not yft difpirited, engaged the Ro- 
mans next day fo vigoroully, that the vidory, for a confi- 
derable time, inclined to gekher fide ; hut at length the 
Romans, encouraged by the exarsple of Calus Sidlus Geta, 
charged the Britons fo brilWy, that they were routed after 
a moil obftinate refinance. The condudd of Geta in tbia^ 
adlion was fo remarkable, that triumphal honouf& were de- 
creed him, though he had never been conful ‘h This battle 
is fuppofed to have been fought on the banks of the Severn, 
From hence the Britons retired to the mouth of the Thames, 
and being acquainted with the Hats and lhallows,. drew the 
Romans, who followed them, into great danger^, hnf.., ’•he 
Germans having crofTcd the river by fwimmiiyj,, and the 
^thers on abridge fomewhat higher, the Britats were fur- 
jomidcd on all fkks,’^and great numbers put /o the fword. 
Many of the Romans, p^rfuing the fugitives with too much 
eagernefs, fell into the marfhes and were loli In one of 
thefe battles Togodumnus wtas killed, whofe death was fo 
Jfar from difeouraging the Britons, that they betrayed greater 
cagernefs than ev^r to oppofe the Romans, and revenge his 
lofs. Plautiits, not thinking it prudent .to penetrate far- 
mer into the country, put garrisons into th-e places he had 
taken, and wrote to the emperor, acquaiiUing him with the 
progrefs he had already made,^ 

Claudius,, who afpired at the honour of a triumph, no 
fooner leceivcd this letter than he left Rome, and embark- 
ing at Oflia, failed to Marfeilles, whence he purfued his 
journey by land co’ Geflbriacum, now Bolognc, where he 
again embarked, ajid landing fafe in Britainy joined hi^ 
lieutenant Plautiusy who lay encamped on the banks^of the 
Thames. Upon his arrival the whole army palTed the river, 
and falling upon the Britons defeated them entirely. After 
this vi(Slory he advanced to Gamalodunum, the royal feat 
of Cunobeline, which he took, and, without any confider- 
able oppofition, reduced fome of the neighbouring Hates,. 
For thefe exploits he was feveral times by his foldiers faluted 
imperator, contrary to the received cuftom of the Romans^ 


Dio,, lib. lx. p 679, 680. 
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^AilcTi allowed no general to aflume that tule more ttan 
once in the fame war®. Part of Britair^hcing thus fub- 
dued, Cla^^dius difarmed the inhabitants, and appointed 
Plautius to govern them, ordering him, at the fame time, 
to fubdue thofe who remained yet unconquered. To fach 
as had fubmitced he remitted the confifcation of their eftatcs, 
which gained their afFedlions to fuch a degree, that they 
erected a temple, and paid him divine honours. Theem- tte returns 
peror, after having remained in Britain only fixtecii days, 
let out from thence on his i^turn to •Rome, having fent 
thither his two fons-in-Iaw, l^ompeius and Silanus, befflre ’ivuk a tri- 
him will^ the news of his vi£iorics. Upon his arrival he umph^and 
was honoured with a triumph and the furname of Britay- 
nlcus, which w^as given both to him and his fon : the officers 
who had rgtended him in this expedition were diflinguiffied 
with triumphal ornaments : annu-il fports v/ere decreed by 
the feaate, and two triumphal arches, one to be creeled at 
Rome, and the other at Geffioriacum, wdicnce he had pafled 
over into Britain. On the top of the imperial paJace was 
fixed a naval crown, implying the conque^ of the Britilh 
'bceaij. 

Plautius:^ governor of Britain^ purfaed his conquefls, 
after^he ent>eror’s departure, with lych^fuccefs, that upo» 
his return toVlome, he was honoured with an ovation,*and 
received without the, gates by the emperor himfelf, who, 
at his folemn entry, gave him the right-hand. In this war 
Vefpafian, afterwards empeicJr, and his fon Titus, diftin- 
guidied themfelves in a very eminent manner. The former 
fought thirty battles with the Britons, fubdued two power- 
ful nations, and reduced about twenty towns, with the illc 
of Wight; for which exploits he received the triumphal 
ornaments, two facerdotal dignities, and the confulfhip 
As for Titus, he no lefs fignalized his piety than his cou- 
rage and valc^ur; for feeing his father in a battle furrounded 
on all Tides* and in imminent danger of his life, he broke 
through the enemy’s ranks, and having refeued him, puit 
the Britons to flight, and purfued them with great fla-ugh- 
ter s. Some years after, in the niritUof Claudius's reign, Yr. 

5* Oftorius Scapula, being fent into Britain, fuddenly at- 

tacked the Britons, who had broken into the Roman con- 

quefts ; and having put great numbers to the fword, and p. Ofioriui 

difperfed the reft, to reftrain them from making inroads Scapula^ 

for the future into the territories of the Romans, or their 

allies, he built feveral forts on the Seyern, the Avon, and 

« Dio, lib. lx. p. 6So, Suet, in Claud, cap. ii. 
in Vcfp. cap. 4. g Dio, lib. lx. p. e79. 
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the Ncn, reduced that part qf the ifland which lies fouth 
of thefe rivers a Hpman province, a«d, for a farther fe^ 
curity, made Camalodiinum. a military colony. *This pro- 
gress the Iceni could not endure, and therefore, being joined 
by the neighbouring nations, they raifed a confiderable 
army, and encamped in an advantageous poft, in order to 
prevent the Romans from penetrating farther into the iiland. 
However, Oftorius, after a moft obflinate conflidi:, put 
them to flight, and^ purfued ^them with great flaughter. 
Afj^er tills victory, he led his army into the country of the 
Cr*ngi, probably the prefent ‘•counties of Shropfhire and 
Chelliire ; but being informed, as*"he approached «the Irifh 
, fef., that the Brigantes were in arms, he marched with all 
fpeed againfl them ; and having caufed the chief authors of 
the diRnrbance td be put to death, and pardoned- the reft, 
foon reftored that country to its former tranquility. 

In the*-fcquel he made war upon the Silures, the inhabi- 
tants of South Wales, beaded by Caiadlacus, a commander 
of great reputation, whom neverthelcib he defc/ated in a 
pitched battle. Cara€lacus, upon his defeat, fled for 
tedlion to Carlifinandua, queen of the Brigaiw^s, who, 
dreading the Komilh arms, delivered him i^^ bonds to 
Hie ^conqu^ror, hf whom he was fent to Rojm, wit*Ii his 
wife, daughter, and brothers, and received by the empe- 
i^or in triumph. Claudius, moved with the fpeech which 
the captive prince made whep brought before his tribunal, 
and admiring the conftancy with which he bore his misfor- 
tunes, granted to him, to his wife, to his daughter and bro- 
thers, their lives a’nd liberty. The Silures, notwithftand- 
nig the lofs of their general, purfued the war with great vi- 
gour, and gained very confiderable advantages over the Ro- 
mans j which fo affedled Oftorius# that he died with grief, 
lie was fucceeded by A. Didius, who reftrained the Silures 
frorn making frequent and wide incurfions into the Roman 
territories, by confining them within more narrow bounds ; 
but was not able to reftore Cartifmandua, queen of the Bri- 
gantes, and an ally of Rome, to her kingdom. He de- 
feated the Brigantes*in a pitched battle ; but afterwards, as 
he was advanced in years, he contented himfelf with a6Iing 
only defenfively, and reflraining the enemy by his lieute- 
nants. Veranius, who fucceeded him in the reign of Nero, 
died in lefs than a year after his arrival in Britain, without 
performing any thing worthy of notice. 

After him, Suetonius Paiilinus governed Britain, who 
reduced the ifland of Anglefey, and defeated the Britons 
with great flaughter, who, under the condudl of queen 
Boadicea, had taken arms, and put incredible numbers of 

the 
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t'ne ’Homans and their allies to the fN^ord. Suetonius Pau^ Suemiut 
liiius was fucceededj^n the government of Sjjitalnby Pctro- fautinm 
nius Tuipilianiis, arid he by 'rrebellius Maximus. During reduces 
their government nothing remarkable happened ; for, as 
they wore both men of an indolent temper, they took c*are 
not to provoke the Britons by any aifls of hoftillry. In tlie 
mean time Nero dying, the Roman army in Britain was 
commanded, during the Ihort reigns of Galba and Otho, 
by tribunes, among whom Coclius bore the chief authority, 
v/ho, by carefully avoiding to*give the Britohs any jiid caufe 
of complaint, kept all things ^uietin the ifland V^itellius, 
upon his^acceflioii to the^ empire, appointed Vedlius Boia^ 
nus governor of Britain, who ruled v/ith gteat gentlenefs, 
without either provoking the Britons, or being provoked by 
them. Ti* the reign of Vefpafian, who* fuceeeded Vitel- 
lius, Petilius Cerealis was fent into Britain, to take upon 
him the command of the array, Petilius, upon hi^ arrival, 
attacked the Brigantes, th^ mod numerous and powerful of 
all tlie Britifh nations : having defeated them in fe\ 'ral en- 
C,ounters^ he reduced great part of their country, and con- 
"^tinucn lu ’•avage the reft Fie was fucceeded by Julius 
Frontinus, ijwho not only maintained the conceits made 
by predctelTor, but fought himfejf >j’ith ^|||||at fucceft^ 
againd the warlike nation of the bilures, whom he entirely 
reduced. * 

Julius Frontinus being recalled, the celebrated Cneius Yr. of FI. 
Julius Agricola was font to command in his room. He ar- 2416. 
rived in Britain about the .middle of fummer, when the A. D. 78. 
Roman foldlers fuppofed the iervice of ilid feafon to be cou- 
eluded. The Ordovices, of Norlli Wales, had, long 
before his arrival, cut in pieces a body of boric Ilationed go'vernor 
upon ihcir confines, and by this CJcploit rofllld the whole of Britain. 
province to arms. The Roman troops v/ere divided, and 
lay difperfed -over the province ; and the foldiers had alTurcd 
themfelves of rell for the remaining part of the year. 

Notwithflanding thefe difeouragements, and the feraon- Hrs ex- 
Rranccs of fome yvho judged it better only to guard the ploits in 
places that were threatened. Agricola* refolvcd to march 
a^ainft the enemy without delay.^ Having therefore 
lecled the flower of the legions, ^nd a fmali body of auxi- paign, 
haries, be advanced againll the Ordovices : but as the ene- 
my kept themfelves upon the ridges of the mountains, and 
dared not defeend into even ground, Agricola marched in 
perfon at the head of his army, and led them to the en- 
epunter upon the afgent. 'Fhe foldiers, animated by the 
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example of their general, attacked the enemy with great 
refolution, put^ehem to flight, and rrjjade fuch a dreadful 
havock, that almoft the whole nation was cut off. In order 
to maintain the fame he acquired by this a£lipn, and to 
llrike the enemy at once with univerfal terror, he refolved 
to reduce the ifland of Anglefey, which had been formerly 
conquered by Paulinus, but loft again by the general revolt 
of Britain. As this plan was fuddenly concerted, and con- 
fequently (hips were wanting, he detached a chofen body 
of auxiliaries^ fhch Us knew tISe fords, and were dexterous 
at fwimming. Thefe, uninaumbered with baggage, made 
a defeent and attack fo fudden, tivt the enemy w^re ftruck 
with confternation, as they believed no enterprize dillicult 
and infurraountable to men who began the vi^ar with fuch 
refolution. 'Ihus they implored peace, and inimediatcly 
furrendered the ifland to Agricola. 

As he^as well acquainted with the temper of the people 
in his province, and had alfo learned from the condu£l: of 
others, how little arms avail to fettle a province, if victory 
is followed by grievances and oppreflions, he refolved to cut 
pft all caufes of complaint. Beginning thereforc/"*^iT:i/ ilirn.. 
felf, and about him, he regulated his owjjf^ houfliold, 
f-Iis^domeljPl dicj nQt tranfa^l anything coj(xernii>g the 
public. Irt preferring the foldiers, he was iiwuced by no 
perfonal intereft or partiUlity, nor by the recommendations 
of centurions, but by his ow’^n opinion and knowlege. He 
would know all that pafled ; but did not punifh all that 
was amifs. He readily pardoned fmall faults ; but fuch as 
were enormous, He punifhed with proportionable feverity. 
In conferring offices and employments, he chofe men of ta- 
lents and integrity. T. hough the tribute had been aug- 
mented, yet he lightened it by a juft and equal diftributioii 
of all public burdens, and totally aboliflied whatever ex- 
adions had been devifed for the benefit of individuals, and 
were therefore borne with more difeontent than the tribute 
itfelf ; for the publicans ufed, under colour of fecuring the 
taxes, to feize all the corn of the inhabitants, lock up 
^heir, barns, and oblige them to purchafe their own grain at 
a high price, and afterwards fell it back again to them at ^ 
low rate : befides, the urthappy people were injoined to 
lake long journies, and carry grain acrofs the feveral coun- 
tries to places extremely diftant; infomuch that feveral 
communities, inftead^ of fupplying the winter-quarters, 
which lay adjoining, were obliged to furnifh fuch as were 
fen^te, unlefs they redeemed themfelvcs from that pp- 
premon with confiderable fums. All thefe grievances were 
entirely fupprefled by Agricola in his firft year ^ by which 

means 
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means the Britons began to be reconciled to the Roman go- RieoneiUs 
vernment, and to liv^ in a flute of peace an?^ Security K to tht 

111 the beginning of the fecond fummer he aficmbled his 
arniy, and penetrated farther into the country. He himfelf vr 
always chofe the ground for encamping; the friths and *2/17. * 
woods he always firfl examined ; and in the mean time A D. 79. 

allowed the enemy not a moment’s quiet, but was ever — 

haralllng them with fudden incurfions. Then having fuf- 
fjciently alarmed and terrified, he ufed to fpare them, „ 

in order to tempt and allure tfiem wiih the fwcers of peace. 'tn Brtfain, 
By this con(lu6l feveral comniunities, wdiiclx till that dav Several 
liad inaint^aincd themfelvt;^ in a Rate of independency, laid 
down their arms, gave hoflages, and fiiffered fortrefles to 
creded m their territories, riiis is the account which Ta- Veftafa^ 
citub gives#us of what Agricola performffd in the fecond 
fummer’s expedition ; but as he fpeaks in general, without 
naming any particular place, it is no eafy mattei rp deter- 
mine through what part of Britain Agricola matched, and 
bow far into the country. 

Agricola’, having thus fpent the fumme% employed the AgricoJa 
‘wiiuei lu .meafures extremely advantageous and falutary: 
to the end jj-hat the people, wild and dilpcrfed over the 
counttiy, and^pfily excited to war, might, a talle of ^ 

fures, be reconciled to inadivity and repofe, he firfl pri- rujioms, 
vatcly exhorted, and then publicly affifkd them, to build 
temples, houfes, and places of public refort, reprimanding 
fueh as were dilatory, and commending ihofe who were 
afTiduous and forward in fuch purfuits tic took care to 
have the fons of their chiefs inltrudcd m the liberal fei- 
enccs; and fuch was his fuccefs, that thofe who had 
lately feorned to learn the Roman language, were now be- 
come fond of its elegancies : thence they began to alTume 
the Roman apparel. Thus, by degrees, they proceeded to 
the charms and allurements of vice and efierninacy, to^ag- 
nificent galleries, fumptuous bagnios, and elegant enter- 
tainments. In the beginning of the fummer, A^ricola Yr. of PL 
again took the field, and, in purfuit of his conquefls, difeo- * 4 **- 
vered new nations, proceeding north w^ards as far as the 
m<)uth of the Taus or Tay : whence fiich terror feized the extend 
enemy, that they durfl not attaclf him, though his troops his con- 
^vere haraffed by terrible tempefts ; fo that he had time to quefis to 
fecure the places he had conquered by creeling forts. It 't'ausor 
v.'as obferved of Agricola by men of experience, that no 
commander ever chofe his pofts with more (kill, with re- 
gard to fituation and convenience; and that no place of 

Tacit, in Vit. Agric. cap. 10—20. 
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ftrengtb, foundtsd by him, was ever taken by florm, or 
abandoned as.ffot defenfible. From<.thefe forcrefl'es fre- 
quent excurfions were made; and, as they were fupplied 
with provihons for a year, the Romans palfed the winter in 
them without the Icaft apprehenfion, every fingle fort de- 
fending itfelf *, fo thiit the enemy, in aJJ their attempts, 
were baffled, and reduced to defpair, not being able, as 
formerly, to repair, by their fucccfs in the wdntcr, the 
iofles they had fuflained in the fummer 
Yr. of FL jrhe fourih tummer after * Agricola’s arrival in Britain 
14.19. was employed in fettling an«l fecurlng the places which he 
had already conquered; including* all the countries on this 
Heetnfdcjs Glota and Bodotria, now the Clyde and Foith, into 

thefjLth which rivers the tide, from the oppofite feas, flows fo far 
fummer m up the country, Knit their heads are parted only Iry a narrow 
fecu.ifig neck of land, not above twenty miles over. 

^alreaT^^ In tb^ following year, the firfl of Domitian’s reign, and 
to^guereJ, Britifli war, be palled the frith himielf in 

the firft ftiip that landed, fubdued, in many fuccefsful en- 
counters, tribear till that time unknown, and placed forces 
in that part of Britain which fronts Ireland ; not/fiTi't* he ap- 
prehended any danger from the inhabitantsof th^ ifland, hut 
Tjec^ufc he*alread^r entertained thoughts of reipcing is; for, 
as.it lies between Britain and Spain, and is capifele of an eafy 
communication with the*^ coaft of Gaul, Agricola confidered, 
that it would prove of infinite ufe in bringing together ihofe 
powerful members of the empire. A petty king of the 
country, expelled by domeftic difFenfion, was already re- 
ceived into proteilion by Agricola, and, under the appear- 
ance of friendfhip, referved for a proper occafion k For 
thefe conqucfls, Domitiaii afTumed the title of imperator the 
fourth time. 

Yr. of FI. Next year, Agricola continued his conquefts in Britain, 
or rartrer Caledonia. As it was apprehended, that the na- 
tions beyond Bodotria, or the frith of Edinburgh, would 
Jigricola's arms, and that all the ways and pafTages were hefet 

farther with the enemy’s forces, his firft ftep was to coaft, and ex- 
tatjqueflsin amine, by means of his fleet, the large communities beyond 
Britain, frith, probably Ihofe of the counties of Fife, Angus, 

Mernes, and Aberdeen, ’Ovhich lie beyond Edinburgh frith. 
In this expedition the fleet conftantly attended the army. 
The Britons, upon fight of the fleet, were feized with con- 
fternation and difmay. The feveral nations, inhabiting Ca- 
ledonia, had immediate recourfe to arms, and boldly attack- 
ing the Roman forts, caufed great terror and alarm among 

k Tacit, Vit, Agric. cap zz. ^ Idem^ibid. cap. 14. 

the 
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the folcUers ; mfomuch that there were fome who advlfcd 
Agricola to return to^his fide of Hodotria, i^ing it was lefs 
lhameful to retreat of their own accord^ than to be repulfed, 
and driven by force. As Agricola was informed, that the 
enemy defigned to attack him in different bodies, he cli- 
vided his army into three parts, and thus marched, to pre- 
vent their furrounding him ; for they furpaffed him in num- 
bers, and in the knowlege of the country. In confequence 
of this difpofftion, the Caledonians chatn^ed their meafures, damans at^' 
and, in one body, fell upon tfie ninth Jegidn. As the at- tack the 
tack was in the night, they liew the guards, entered tfie 
trenches, «nd were alreMy purfuing the daughter in the 
camp, when Agricola, having learnt from his fpieswhat rout« pulftd. 
the enemy had taken, and following their track, commanded 
the lightefttof his foot and cavalry to charge them, while yet 
engaged, in the rear, and the whole army to give a loud 
ihoLit. By this motion the Caledonians w'ere difmayed, 
and the Romans infpired with frefli courage ; fo that they 
fell upon the enemy with great refolution, and drove them 
to jibe gates of the camp, where a bloody •onflidl enfued. 

At latt tru Caledonians were routed ; and, had not the 
bogs and wi;ods covered their flight, the war w^ould have 
been %nded by this vidory. This battfe was probably 
fought in the county of Fife ; for Agricohfs army was at 
that time, as is evident from 'Facitus, on the north fide of 
Bodotria, or the frith of Edinburgh ; and the remains of a 
Roman camp are ffill to be feen in that country, at a place 
called I.ochore 

The Roman fokiiers, elated with this fuccefs, and think- The Roman 
ing nothing could now prove infurmountahle to their brave- JolJiers de- 
rv, demanded to be led into the heart of Caledonia, and to 
the iltmoll limits of Britain, which they hoped to difeover 
by a conftant courfe of fuccefs. On the other hand, the Caledonia- 
Caledonians, aferibing the vicTiory gained by the Romans, 
not to their fuperior courage, but to the Ikill and addrels 
of their general, loll nothing of their fplrit and refolution ; 
but armed their youth, removed thejr wives and children 
into places of fecurity, and, in gcneral^flcmblies of their 
federal communities, engaged in ta league, which they 
ratified by folemn fficrifices. Thbs they mutually retired 
for the winter, with minds on both fides equally irritated, 
and determined upon war and revenge 

During the fame fummer, a cohort of Ufipians, levied 
by the Romans in Germany, and tranfported to Britain, 
having llain the centurion, embarked in three veflels, with 

Tacit, ibid* cap. *4. 

a de- 


Gordon Itin. Ssptentr. p. 36. 



9 ^ 


The Htjlory of Britain. 

a dcfign to return to their own country, forcing the pilots 
to conduct thcm^: but one of ihefe making his efcape, or 
bringing them*back, as we read in Dio CafTiust to Britain, 
they fu'pedbed, and therefore killed, the other two, and 
abandoned themfelves to the mercy of the winds and waves; 
terrain which, after having long tofl'ed them about the fea, carried 
^ifco*vered them quite round Britain; infomuch that, departing, ac- 
AM cording to Dio, from the ea/iern, they returned to the wef- 
tern coail, where the Roman army was then encamped *♦ (L). 

In the follou^ing ‘year, Ddmitiaii being conful the tenth 
tirhe,with Appiu^, or, as olliG^scall lum,Oppius Sabinus, the 
brave Agricoia purfued hisconqu^its in Calcdonig with ex- 
tfiaordinary fuccefs. Having fent forward his navy, he put 
himfclf at the head of his army lightly equipped, and to it 
added fome of tike bravefl: Britons, whofe fideli^jy bad been 
fufhciently proved by long experience in peace. Thus he 
arrived '^t the Gnimpian Hills, upon which the enemy were 
Vr. of FI. already encamped ; for the Caledonians, undaunted by the 
a432. iffue of the late battle, and boldly waiting to take revenge, 
A. D. S4. had, by embalTies and confederacies, ailembled’ the forces 

— of all their coniniiinities, to the number of thirtv^-tteuiaiui, 

^ke CaU‘ under the command of Galgacus, the moft difytiguifhed of 
their leaders. ^TUofe who defire to be entertainefl with 
a fpecimen of Roman eloquence, may perufeAbe harangues 
thirty ihou- which 'Facitus bas compbfed for each general, in deferibing 
fandm^n, t^is event. That the Britons as well as the Romans were 
harangued before the a^flion*, ivS not to be doubted, no more 
than that Galgacus infilled upon thofe topics which were 
moll likely to intibreft his audience. 

Htma^es Agricola had fcarcc ended his fpeech, when the foldiers, 
tranfported with joy, flew^ to arms. That general, per- 
ceiving them fullicieiuly animated and inflamed, drew them 
up in order of battle, placing the auxiliary foot, to the num- 

Dio, iib. Ixvi. p. 754. 
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(L) Tacitus relates, that 
having failed quite^ round the 
jlland, they were driven on the 
coafts of Germany, wherC j;heir 
veflels being loft, they were 
leized a« pirates by the Suevians 
and Frifians ; and, being fold 
for {laves, fome of them, by 
change of mafters, were brought 
over to the Roman fide of the 
Rhine, where they became fa- 
mous by relating fuch an extra- 


ordinary adventure, and bydif- 
coverlng that Britain was an 
illand. Their provifions had 
foot! failed them ; fo that tfrey 
were obliged to make frequent 
defeents, and engage with fe- 
veral of the Britifh nations, in 
w'hich confiifls they often prov- 
ed victorious, and were fomc- 
times defeated. They were at 
length reduced to fuch diftrefs, 
as to feed upon one another. 
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ber of eight thoufand men in the centre, and three tlioit- 
fancl auxiliary horfc i»i the wings, fie would not lulFer the 
legions to advance ; but commanded them to Hand in or- 
der clofc to the entrenchments. 'Fh^ Caledonians wtre 
ranged in fuch manner, that the ftont occupied the plain, 
and the reft rofe fucccfiively upon the brows of the hills, 
one rank clofe above the other. Their chariots of war and 
cavalry filled the interjacent ground. ^'\gficola, appre- 
benfive, as the enfmy far furpafied hinj in pumber, that he 
fliould be attacked at the fame time in the front and on each 
flank, opened and extended ftis line. The onfet was be- 
gun at a riillance, by a\lifchargc of miHiles, which the 
Britons fuftained without flinching, and returned with eflctf; 
till Agricola encouraged three Batavian coliorts, and two 
of the Tui'^rians, to clofe with the enemy, and bring them 
to an engagement hand to hand. Tlie clofe hght proved very 
grievous to the Caledonians, who had no armour l^it fmali 
round targets and long cutting fwords blunted at the point, 
the very fajnc kind of weapons which are Hill ufed by the 
TBp-h landers of Scotland. The Batavians^redoubkd their 
blows, wo Hided the enemy with the iron bofles of tl^ir 
bucklers, mangled their faces, and heating uowm all wdio, 
oppof^d them in the plain, advanced 1o the rillng-groufid : 
the other cohorts, encouraged by ^hclr example, attacked 
the enemy with equal ardour, and made a dreadful havock. 

In the mean time, their cavalry betook themfelves to flight, 
and their chariots of war, mixing with the foot, and en- 
tangled wdth the unevennefs of ihe place,, oecafioned a ge- 
neral diforder and confufion in the plain. 

The Britons, who were pofted upon the ridges of the 
hills, and had hitherto no fliare in the encounter, now be- 
gan to defeend flowly, hoping to furround the Romans wha 
were engaged and eager in purfuing the advantage they had 
gained : but Agricola, w’ho bad forefeen this very defign, 
detached four fquadrons of borfe agaiiift them, which he 
had referved near him for the fudden exigencies of the 
field. Thefe, falling upon the cnemy^with great vigour 
and intrepidity, obliged them to retire, and put them in 
grtiat diforder : then turning agair^ft the Caledonians their 
own devices, they wheeled about, and attacked the enemy 
in the rear. In confequence of this charge, the Caledoni- 77^^ Cah^ 
ans began to retire in great confufion. Some of them fled dQniansat$ 
in large bodies-, others, quite unarmed, ruihiiig into dan- 
ger, offered themfelves through defpair to inliant death. » 

On all fides lay fcattered arms, carcafes, and mangled 
limbs i and the ground was dyed with* blood. Some bands 
of the vanquillicd ftili fought with incredible refolution and 

bravery 
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bravery 5 and, wlien they gained the woods, they rallied, 
and furrounde»:i their piirfucrs, M'^ho, 'A^ithout knowing the 
country, had ventured too far: whence the conquerors mull 
have fuffered fome terrible dillaller, had not Agricola, who 
was conftantly flying from one quarter to another, ordered 
the light-armed cohorts to in veil the enemy on all Tides, 
hnd fome of the cavalry to difmount, and enter the narrow 
pafies, while the rell of the horfe advanced into the more 
open and pafiaj^le parts of the wood. |n fine, the Caledo- 
nians were totally routed, and fled for flielter to their woods 
and deferts, after they had foil ten thoufiind men killed on 
the field of battle : whereas the ^bfs of the RomSns did not 
exceed three hundred and forty, including Aulus Atticus, 
commander of a cohort, who by his youthful ardour, was 
hurried into the rnidft of the enemy p (M). 

The following night proved a night of great joy to the 
conquerors, both from vitlory and fpoil : but the Caledo- 
nians, both men and women, crying and howling, wan- 
dered in dcfpair : fome dragged away their wounded ; others 
were heard catling for their loil friends \ all abaij^ciK'"d^ 
th^ir houfes, and fome in rage even fet fire to them : at 
length they totally difappeared. Next day, when from the 
fpiv’S, who had «beeti difpatched into all quarters, ' it was 
learnt, that no certain ^traces could be difeovered whither 
the enemy had fled, and that they had no-where rallied in 
bodies, Agricola, confiderifig that the fummer was already 
far fpent, and confequently that he could not purfue the 
operations of th^ war, led his army into the country of the 
Horefiians, fuppofed to be the Afire of Angus. Having 
received hoAages, he ordered the admiral of the fleet to fail 
round Britain, furnifiiing him with proper forces for that 
expedition, which he happily accomplifiied ; and thence 
proved Britain to be an illand. On this occafion were dif- 
eovered and fuhdued the ifles of Orkney, and Thule, now 
called Iceland, or, as others infift, Shetland. In the mean 
time. Agricola Ifimfelf led on the foot and horfe with a 
flow pace, that the minds of thefe new-conquered nations 
might be awed and difmayed by prolonging his march 
through their country.* ^He then put his army into winfer- 
quarters. Soon after the fleet having failed round the 
ifland, returned to the port whence it had departed (N). 

Thus 

Tacit, in Vit. Agricol. cap. 35—38. 

(M) Antiquaries ,are not (N) That port Is called by 
agreed about the place where Tacitus, Trutulenfis, which is 
this battle was fought. entirely unknown. Some, in- 

flead 
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ThuSj after many flrugglcs and contcRs^^ Britain was at 
length entirely reduaed ; but the Romans did not long con- 
tinue mailers, at lealt of Caledonia, what Agricola gained 
being foon after loft by Domitian. The poet Juvenal fpciks 
of a Britifh king, named Arviragus, who w^as at war with 
the Romans in Domitian’s reign ‘i *, and all the Scots hifto- 
rinns relate, that, upon the dcpaiture of Agricola, the Ca- 
ledonians poftefted themfclves of the caftles and forts raifed 
by him in their country. R.omJV^ lyftoriaiis fcatce 

take any notice of the Britifli affairs till the reign of t«ie 
emperor Adrian, who came i5ver into Britain, where he 
built a w^ril eighty miles ^n length, in order to feparate the 
Romans from the Barbarians ^ 

Agricola immediately acquainted Domitian by letters 
with thefi^'cefs that had attended his arm^in Britain. The 
account mms plain and modeft, without oftentation, or pomp. 
The emperor received it with joy in his countenance, but 
anguifh in his heart, being convinced, that his late mock- 
triumph o.ver the Germans was held in public drrilion ; 
whereas now a true and glorious vi^lory^ gained by the 
llaughter of fo many thoufands of the enemy, was every 
where founded by the voice of fame, and received with uni- 
verfaf^applaufe. He could not endurd, ih^t the name of a 
private man ftiould be exalted above that of the prince : Ic 
the emperor alone, he thought, properly appertained the 
glory and renown of being a gr^at general. 1 ortured with 
thefe anxious thoughts, and indulging his humour of being 
(hut up in fccret, a certain indication that; he was meditat- 
ing fome bloody defign, he at laft judged it the beft courfe 
to finuther his rancour till the reputation of thefe conquefts, 
and the afFedlion of the army to Agricola, were fomewhat 
abated. To him, therefore, he caufed to be decreed by 
the fenate the triumphal ornaments, a ftatue crowned with 
laurel, and every honour inftead of a real triumph, heigh- 
tening thefe ceremonies with many expreftions of efteem 
and refpedl : but, in the mean time, be refolved to recall 
him ; and that this ftep might not be aferibed to jealoufy 
or envy, he caufed a report to be fpread abroad, that to 
A^ricola was deftined the province \?f Syria, a government 
then vacant by the death of Atilius Rufus, a man of con- 


s Juven. Satir. iv. ver. 38. 

(lead of Trutulenfis, read Rhu- 
tupeiifis, fuppofed to be Sand- 
wich haven : but from Tacitus 
it is innnifeft, that the fleet at 
that time attended A^iicola in 


^ Spai't. in Vit. Hadriani. 
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fular dignity. Agricola furrendered to his filccenbr, pro- 
bably SalluftiuaKSecundus, the province now fettled in pcr- 
fcQ peace ancf tranquility. To avoid an popular didinclion^ 
by having a concourfc of people to meet him, he entered 
Rome by night, and went, as he was direclecl, to the pa- 
lace wliere he was received by the emperor with a flight 
embrace, without a word faid, and then p.ifled undiltin- 
guifhed amongft the crowd of courtiers. From this time 
forward, to leflen the reputation he had acquired of a mi- 
litary man, and a jfallant cordmander, a name ever diilafte- 
fu*l to thofe who live thtnjfelves in idlencfs, he rengned 
himfclf entirely to inactivity and^'*cpofe. 

. After the departure of Agricola, we have but fiiort and 
unconnected accounts of the tranfaCtions in this ifland, 
till the reign of, the emperor Adrian. Wc dp not even 
know who was Agricola’s fucceflbr in the government of 
Bfitaiiiy AVe only read in Suetonius % that Salluitius Lii- 
cullus was legate of Britain in the reign of Domltlan ; and 
that he was put to death by that prince, for fuflering bis 
name to be giv^p to a fort of fpears which he had invented. 
In the reignsof Nerva, who fucceeded Domiti.in, and'Fia*^ 
jan, who I'ucceded Nerva, fomc commotions happened in 
the^ illand ; but all know of them is, that they, were 
foon appeafed, and thvit the country was rellored to its 
former tranquility, by the Roman troops quartered there ; 
which, according to Jofephus, amounted to four legions ^ 

In the r(;ign of Adrian, the fuccelTor of Trajan, the Ca- 
ledonians, having dcmoliflied fome of the forts built by 
Agricola bccweefi the above mentioned friths, made an ir- 
ruption into the Roman province. In the firft year of A- 
drian’s reign, Julius Severus, a commander of great re-^ 
nown, was difpatched againfl them ; but he being fuddenly 
recalled, and employed againft the Jews, then in rebellion, 
Frifeus Licinius was fent over in his room, and followed 
. foon after by the emperor in perfon *, whofe arrival flruck 
the Caledonians with fuch terror, that abandoning the 
countries they had feized, they retired to the nqore northern 
parts of the ifland.# Adrian, not thinking it worth his while 
to make war upon thep, in order to keep them quiet ^e- 
liiiquiflied all the countt7 between the Tyne and the two 
friths ; but at the fame time to reftrain them from making 
incurfions into the Roman province, he caufed a wall to be 
built, extending from the Eden, in Cumberland, to the Tyne, 
in Northumberland, eighty miles in length Having thus 


• Suet, in Dontit. 
tian. in Hadrian, cap. 5. 


t Jofeph. apud Camden, in Roman. Spar- 
Idem ibid. p. 6, 
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fettled affairs In Britain, and reformed many abufcs, he 
returned to Rome, '^here he was honoured" the title of 
Reftorer of Britain. 

To Adrian fucceeded Antoninus Pius, in whofe resign 
the Brigantes revolted ; and the Caledonians having, in fe- 
veral places, dcmolifhed Adrianas rampart, began again to 
ravage the Roman territories. Againft them was feat Lol- 
lies Urbicus, who obliged the Brigantes to fubniit once 
more to the Roman yoke. Having driven back the nor- 
thern Barbarians, he confined* them witTiin narrower bouyds 
th<iii before, by a new wall, ^extending from the Forth to 
the Clyde,, as appears be^vjiid all doubt from certain infcrlp- 
tions upon ftones found in this wall, part of which Hill re- 
mains in the neighbourhood of Dunbritton ; which Hones 
arc prefenicd in the college of Glafgow. For thei'e atchieve- 
ments, Antoninus received the furname of Britannicus, 
though he had never feen Britain bimfelf. 

In the reign of Marcus Aurelius, the fucceflbr of Anto- 
ninus Pius, new commotions were railed in Britain ; which 
oidigerl the emperor lo fend thither Cal^^irnius Agricola, 
"who, it feems, appeafed them ; for Fronto, the famous ora- 
tor, as quoted by Eumenius, in a panegyric on the emperor 
Marcus Aurelius, fays, among other* thijigs, that though,* 
refiding in his palace at Rome, he had committed the ma* 
nagement of the war to one of his generals, yet, like a pi- 
lot fitting at the Hern, and guiding the helm, he deferved 
the honour of the whole expedition 

Marcus Aurelius fucceeded Commodus, in whofe reign 
the Caledonians, having pail'ed the wall which parted them 
from the Romans, and cut in pieces the Roman general, 
and moH of his army, committed dreadful devaHations, 
without reHraint, till Uipius Marcellus was fent againH 
them, who drove back the Caledonians with great (laughter, 
and reHored the illand to its former tranquility. The repu- 
tation he gained in this expedition was fo great, that the 
emperor, thinking his own glory eclipfed by that of his ge- 
neral, refolvcd to put him to death ; but, in the end, only 
removed him from his government : fdr the great advan- 
t»ges gained by Uipius in Britain, Commodus aflumed the 
title of imperator the fixth time * That brave commander 
had no fooner left Britain, than the army began to mutiny, 
complaining chiefly of Perennis, the emperor’s favourite, 
who, governing with abfolute authority, fent only perfons 
of the equeHrian order to command the Britifli army, whom 

w Eumen. Panegyr. x. * Dio, lib, UR p. 8ti. Camd, 
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the foldicrs ther^re refiifed to obey. The mutiny was car- 
ried fo far, thr.t the army fent deputies to Rome, fifteen 
hundred, fays Dio Cafiius, of their own body, to complain 
of Perennis. Thefe the emperor received without the city ; 
and being informed by them that Perennis afpired to the 
empire, and had, with that view, caflnered the braveft offi- 
cers, and placed his own creatures in their room, he dcli- 
rered the traitor to the fury of the prxtorian bands, which 
he then commapdetb and rnyff have no lefs enraged than 
hcihad done the Britifh army ; for he was, after a thoufirnd 
outrages, torn in pieces by them, with his wife, his fifler, 
and his two fons y. In the meafi time Helvius»Pcrtiuax, 
afterwards emperor, was fent into Britain, to bring back 
the mutinous army to a fenfe of their duty. Upon his ar- 
rival the foldiery*, not able to bear the tyrannid*.tl govern- 
ment of Commodus, offered him the fovercignty ; but he, 
by reje6\ing their oflcr with indignation, and proceeding 
with too much feverity againll the mutineers, provoked 
them to fuch a degree, that one of the legions ppenly re- 
volting, much Wood was flied, and Pertinax himfelf left for^^ 
dead among the Haiti. Plowevcr, in fpite of all obflacles, 
he brought the army at lafl to fubmit, and reftorecl tran- 
quility to the province ; but as bis feverity bad excited the 
ill-will and hatred of the foldiery, he was fome time after 
recalled, at his own requeft, Clodius Albinus being ap- 
pointed governor of Britain, in his room ®. Albinus hav- 
ing, in a fpeech to the foldiery, upon a falfe report of the 
emperor’s death, jleclared for the power of the fenate againll 
that of the emperor, was commanded by Commodus to re- 
fign the government of Britain to Junius Severus : but 
Commodus being foon after murdered, Pertinax, his fuc- 
cefTor, ordered Albinus again into Britain, where he conti- 
nued during the fhort reigns of Pertinax and Didius Julia- 
nas. As he had, by his generofity, gained the affeftions 
of the Britifh army, he was, upon the death of Julianus, 
proclaimed emperor. To maintain his title againfl Severus, 

, who had received the fame honour from the army in Pan- 
nonia, he paffed efrer into Gaul with his Britifh troops ; 
but being encountered by his rival in the neighbourhood •of 
Lyonsy his army was defeated, and himfelf flain. 

Severus, now mafter of the whole Roman empire, di- 
vided Britain into two governments, not thinking it per- 
haps advifeabic to trufl one man with fo great a command. 
The hither, or fouthern part of the ifland, was given to He- 

y Bio, lib. Ixxii. p. 821. Lamp, in Commod. p. 4$. ^ Capitol, 

in Peitinace, cap. 3. 

raclitus. 
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racHluS, and the northern to Vinus Lupu?^ which laft wa$ 
fo harafled by the continual inroads of the, Caledonians, 
that he was at length obliged to purchafe a peace with mo- 
ney ; which they maintained till the fifteenth year of 
verus’s reign, when breaking again into the Roman pro- 
vince, they committed moft dreadful devaftations* Virius 
I^upus, not thinking himfelf in a condition to withftand 
them, retired as they advanced, and in the mean time ac- 
quainted the emperor with the (late of c^fi'airs, and the dan- 
gers that threatened the province. Sevcru3,*upon receiviug 
this intelligence, refolved to p«t an end to the daily incur- 
fions of th^ enemy, by tL^ entire conquefi: of the North, 
and fet out for Britain, at the head of a numerous army, 
accompanied by his two fons Caracalla and Geta. The Ca- 
ledonians 10 fooner heard of his arrival,* than they fent 
ambafladors, offering to conclude a peace upon honourable 
terms. Thefe the emperor detained, till he was read)»to take 
the field, and then difmifl'ed, without granting their requeit. 

As foon as the feafon was fit for adfion, he marched into 
their country, which he ravaged with firt? and fword, to 
the moft diftant and northern coafts of the ifland Though 
no battle was fought in this expedition, yet partly by the 
erieraji’s continual ambufeades, partly by fjie hardfhip^ ond 
toils the foldiers underwent in cutting down woods, build- 
ing bridges, and draining marfhes, ‘fifty thoufand are faid 
to have perifhed. The Caledonians, however, were obliged 
to purchafe a peace, by yielding to the Romans part of their 
country, and delivering up their arms. Having concluded 
a peace with the Caledonians, he returned to York, leav- 
ing to his fon Caracalla the command of the army, and 
the talk of finilhing the wall he had begun ; for this expe- 
dition Severus was honoured by the fenate with the title of 
Britannicus Maximus, and his two fons with that of Bri- 
tannicus The emperor being taken ill at York, the 
Caledonians were no fooner informed of his indifpofition, 
than they univerfally took up arms ; a revolt which provoked 
Severus to fuch a degree, that he ordered his fon Caracalla 
to enter their country with the whole ai^y, and put all he 
in^t to the fword, without diftindion of fex or age : but 
the emperor dying before his ordeh could be put in execu- 
tion, his two fons, having concluded a (hameful peace with 
the Caledonians, returned to Rome 

In the reigns of the twelve fucceeding emperors, Macri- 
Jius, Heliogabalus, Alexander, Maximinus, Pupienus, Gor- 
dian, Philip, Decius, Gallus, Valerian, Gallienus, and 

Spart. in Sever, GolXz, p. 88. b Dio, lib* Ixxviii. p. 88*. 
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Claudius, we arc left almoft in the dark as to the affairs of 
Britain ; for all^we know, while th^fe pniiccs ruled, is, 
that Britain dill continued to be a Roman province ; that 
m the reign of Gordian 111. it was governed by Nonnius* 
Philippus (O) ; that under Valerian and Gallienus, the Ro- 
man troops quartered in the North, to reftrain the Caledo- 
nians, were commanded by Defidtenus- /iLlianus (P) ; that 
Britain, revolting from Gallienus, declared for Podhumus, 
who had ufurped the fovereignty in Gaul; that of the thirty 
ufurpers, or, as they are dylecl, tyrants, bcfides Podhumus, 
the follcrwing were aeknoM'leged in Britain ; Loliianus,. 
Viclorianua, and Tctricus, of wi’x>m the la 11 b/;ing over- 
come by the emperor Aurelian, Britain fubmitted to the 
conq'ueror, who fent hither Conftantius, the father of Con- 
dantine the Great, to edablifii his authority in,Mie ifiand 
Aurelian was fucceeded by Tacitus, and he, after a diort 
reign of, about fix months, by Probus, in whofe time Bo- 
nofus, defeended of a Spanilli family, but born in Britain, 
ufurped the fovereignty, and w,as acknovrlcged here, as vi'cll 
as in Gaul and,Spain ; but being, after ievcral battles, re- 
duced by Probus to great difficulties, he cliofe rather to 
ftrangle hinifelf, than fall into the hands of the conque- 
fot C Q^)* Prolyts was, according to Vopifeus t|;'.e firlt 

« Eumen. Panegyr. ix. Sd x. Trebel. Poll^ in 30 Tyraa. ^ Vo- 
pife. in Prob. cap. 18. 


' (O) This we learn, notwith- 
ilanding the filen^e of the Ro- 
man hidorians, from an ancient 
inferiptioH found at a place, by 
the Rorrrans called Cadra Ex- 
ploratoruin, and by us Old Car- 
lifle. it is a votive infeription 
for the health of the emperor, 
©f life wife,, and the whole im- 
perial family, erc<ded by the 
Roman horfe cpiartercd in Bri- 
tain, under the command of 
^milius CrifpinuSj^a native of 
Tuidrum in Africa.. 5n two 
ether inferiptions found atTan- 
cheiler in the county of Dur- 
ham, mention is made of Mae- 
ciiius Fufeus, and Cneius Lu- 
cilianus, both proprsEtors of 
Britain irt the reign of the fame 
emperor Gordian 111. 

(i) Zo£ UE fe p. 365. 


(P) This aj>pears from the 
following infeription found in 
Northumberland t 

PRO SALVTE 

DE9-IDIENI /ELIANI PRJE . . . 

ET SVA S. 
rOSVIT VOT. 

» . AO. SOLVIT LIBE- 
W3 TVSCO ET BAS- 
SO COSS* 

( CC) Zolimus (i) and Zo- 
naras ( 2 ) tell us, that a gover- 
nor, fent hither by Piobus,raf- 
fumed the imperial purple 
but was foon after killed by Vic- 
torinus, upon whofe recom^ 
riiendation he had been prefer- 
red to the government of this 
iUand. 


(x) Zonar. p. 256. 
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tbitt allowed the Britons, Spaniards, aiii Gauls, to plant 
vines. The fame emperor having, in an fngageinent on 
the banks of the Rhine with the Burgundians and Vandals, 
taken their king Igillus prifoner, with many others of 
nations, tranfplaiited them into Britain 

In the beginning of Dioclefian'^s reign, Carauhus, a na- 
tive of Gaul, pafling over into Britain, afTumed the title of 
emperor, and was acknowlcged by all the troops quartered 
here.; nay, by a treaty coiiclyded bctw^^cn ^him and Maxi- 
mian, whom Dioclefian had taken for his partner in the em- 
pire, Britain was given up to*Caraufius, who governed k 
with the title of emperorVor the fpaccof fix or feven years; 
but was afterwards killed by Aliedfus ; as was Alletkus, who 
had caufed himfelf to be proclaimed emperor in Britain, in 
a pitched i>attle with Afclepiodotus, one*of Conftantius's 
oflicers. Upon his death, Britain was reunited to the em- 
pire, after it had been held about feven years by Csraufius^ 
and three by Alledlus- The two emperor‘d DiocleHau and 
Maximian, having refigned the empire to Galerius and Con- 
ilantius, the latter, to whofe fhare the wRitern provinces 
fell, foon after his acceiFion to the empire, pafled over into 
Britain, to make war on the Caledonians and Pi£fs, wbona 
lie o^rcame ; but, not long aftcr^ died «t York 
he had the fatisfa6tion to fee his fon Conkantine before he 
expired, and to appoint him his fucccflbr ; fo that Conftan- 
tiiie began his reign in Britain, and, fome time after, re- 
turned to this iflaiid, probably to reftrain the incur lions of 
the Caledonians, He altered thedivifion o/ Britain, which, 
by Sever us, had been formed, into two provinces only ; but 
was by him divided into three, Britannia Prima, Britannia 
Sccunda, and Maxima Casfarienfis, which laft was after- 
wards fubdivlded into two parts, namely. Maxima Csefa- 
rienfis, and Flavia Cxfarienfis, The removal of the impe- 
lial feat from Rome to Conftantinople, which happened in 
the reign of Conflantinc, gave the northern nations an op- 
portunity of making frequent irruptions into the Roman 
province, the emperor having carried with him, firft into 
Gaul, an#afterwards into the Baft, not only moft of the 
Rftmau troops quartered in Britain^ 'but likewife the flower 
of the Britifh ypufh ; on which account he is cenfured by 
Zobmus, for negledling the bdundary of the empire on this 
fide s, 

Conkantine divided the empire amoi^ his three fons, 
Conlfantine, Coiillans, and Conftantius, of whom the lat- 

e Zof. lib. 1. p. 865. f Hier. Cbron, Aur. Vift. p. 526. 

Eutrop. p. 587. 8 Zof. lib. ii. 
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ter, being in a Itiort time poiTefled of the whole, fent into 
*rh famous Britain the farnovis notary and inforrder Paulus, furnamed 
Catena, to bring from thence the tribunes, and other of- 
pirnamed who had joined Magncntius. , Conftantius, about the 

Catena^ in latter end of his reign, committed the government of the 
iiru0trt* weftern provinces to Julian, afterwards called the Apoftate, 
who being informed, while he was in his winter-quarters at 
Paris, that the Pidirs and Scots, about this time firfl: diftin,- 
guilhed in hift/)ry by that nf.me (R), had broken into the 
Roman province, and committed horrid ravages, difpatched 
his lieutenant Lupicinus, w*ith fome troops, againll them. 
Lupicifius, embarking at Bologne in the depth^of winter, 
reached London in a few days ; but he had fcarce landed 
his troops, w’hen he was recalled the northern nations 
having perhaps appeafed Julian by their fubmiiVion. Dur- 
ing the fhort reigns of Julian and Jovian, we find nothing 
Xo- in hilldry concerning the affairs of Britain : but, under V a- 
^ncesr'a- I. the Pidfs, Scots, Attacots, Saxons, and other 

tvajied by northern nations, invaded the Roman province-at the fame 
ike Scots tiiife 5 apd having killed Nedlaridus, count of the maritime 
and Pi^s- tradi, and Fullofnudes, who is diftinguifhed with the title 
of dux or duke, ravaged the country to a great extent, and 
reduced the inhabitants to a moft deplorable condition. 

Intelligence of this invafion being brought to Valentinian, 
while he was on his journey from Amiens to Treves, he 
immediately difpatched int& Britain Severus, his comes do- 
mefticorum ; but fqon after recalled him, and fent Jovinus 
in his roonr, who having acquainted the emperor with the 
miferable condition to which the ifland was reduced, and 
*fheodojius {^i]l greater evils with which it was threatened, ITeo- 
fentinto father to the emperor of that name, was chofen for 

province, and trufted with the folc diredlion of fo trou- 
blefome a war. Theodofius, upon his arrival in Britain, 
divided his forces into different parties, which advancing 
Ht haau againfl the enemy, who were roving up and down the coun- 
^Barba* try, put great numbers of them to dcath^ recovered the 

Aminis|n. lib. XX. p. 154. 

(R) Amuiianuf Marcefliuus, Greek philofopher, who wrote 
yfho wrote towards the latter an age before Ammianus. The 
end of the fourth century, is the paffage is as follows ; “ Neither 
firft hi dorian that mentions the %ritain, a province fertile in 
Scots; but St. Jerptn, ip his tyrants, nor me Scotdfh nations, 
epidle aeainft Ctefiphon the Pe- nor the barbarous nations round 
lagian, has given us a much about to the very ocean, did 
more ancient paiiage, which he ever acknowlege Mo^es and the 
tranilated of Porphyry the prophet's,’’ 

booty 
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booty and prlfoners they had taken, and obliged them to 
abandon the province The Barbarians being thus repulfed, 
Theodofius entered Lundonium, or London, in a kind of 
triumph, and reftored that, as well as feveral other cities, 
which had greatly fuffered by the late invaHons, to their for- 
mer fplendor. As the Barbarians had retired beyond the 
friths of Glota and Bodolria, he ereiTed feveral xaftles on 
the ifthmus between the two Teas, in order to reftrain them 
from making frefh incurfions into the ^lovince. By thefe 
means, all the country betwee*n Adrian s wAIl and the two 
friths, which had been for forn^ time held by the Pi£ls, was 
recovered.. This tradl Tbeodofius formed into a fifth pro- andmaUs 
vince, to which the emperor gave the name of Valentia, a fifth pro* 
probably from that of his brother Valens. Theodofius, be- **'*»^^* 
fore he lef^thc illaiid, crufhed, in its beginning, the revolt 
of V^alcntine, or Valentiiiian, who, being bariiflicd into 
Britain, had prevailed upon feme of the inhabitants to pro- 
claim him emperor ; but Theodofius, having feized the 
ufiirper, delivered him up to the civil magiftrates h 

Britain being refiored to its former tranquility, Theodo- 
fius rctuji\ed to the emperor, by whom he was very graci- 
oufly received. In the joint reign of tlie fuccceding princes, 
Vale%tinian li. and Cratian, Maxiniuti, wjio commanded in^Maximus 
Britain, hearing that Gratian had made Theodofius the 
Younger his colleague in the empiVe, and highly aifronted 
at the preference given to a perfon, in his opinion, fo much 
beneath him in merit, refolved to affume the imperial pur- 
ple, and equal his rival. Accordingly, having gained over 
lo his party the Roman legions quartered In Britain, he car- 
ried them, wdth the flower of the Britifli youth, into Gaul. 

As thefe never returned to their native country, l>cing either 
cut off with their leader, or fettling elfewhcre, the nation, 
thus bereft of its ftrength, became afterwards an eafy prey 
to the Pi6Is and Scots. In the icign of Theodofius, the 
Scots and Picl$ were kept in awe by Chryfantius, the fon 
of Marciap bifiiop of Conftantinople, who being appointed 
governor of Britain, acquitted himfelf in that capacity with 
great reputation * » 

^ Theodofius was fucceeded by big two fons Arcadius and 
Honorius, the former having the? governmtnt of the Eaft, 
and the latter that of the Weft. As Honorius was very 
young, the famous Stilicho, who had been appointed by 
Theodofius regent of the weftern empire during the mino- 
rity of his fon, is fuppofed to have fent over a legion into 
Britain, to defend it againft the Scots, the Pi6f8, and the 

1 Aimuian, lib. x^tviii. p. s6S. ^ Socrat. lib. vii. 
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Saxons Be this as it may, it is certain that he fecured 
Britain againft ffie incurfions of its ^ncient enemies; aa 
Claudian, in enumerating the great feats of Stilicho before 
his firft confulftiip, tells us, that he fuccoured Britain, at- 
taclted by the neighbouring nations, meaning the Scots ; 
that he fecured it from the efforts of the Pi6ts ; and that 
he defended the Britifh coafts againft the defeents of the 
Saxons He adds elfewhere, that the Saxons being 
overcome, the Tea was in a ftatc of tranquility; and that 
the Pi£ls having loft their ftrength, Britain was delivered 
from her fears. About this time, a proper officer was ap- 
pointed to guard the coaft agai ift the attempj-s of the 
Saxons, who bore the title of comes limitis Saxonici ; but, 
not long after, the empire being over-run by the Alans, the 
Vandals, and the rSuevians, moft of the Ptoman tr^^ops quar- 
tered in Britain were recalled, and the ifland left almoft de- 
fencelef^and open to the attacks of the Scots and Pi<Sts. In 
this fituation the natives, expedfting no affjftance from Ho- 
norius, refolved to appoint an emperor of their own ; and 
accordingly invqftcd with that dignity one Mark, whom, 
though an officer of great credit among them, in a few days 
they affaffinated, and nominated Gratian, a native of Brir 
'xain^ to fucceed him Gratian, after a fbort reign of four 
months, met with the fame fate ; and his fucceffor was 
Conftantine, a commotf foldier, who was chofen merely 
for the fake of his name, in honour of Conftantine the 
Great. The new prince conipelled the Scots and Pitfls to 
quit the Roman province, and retire beyond the two friths ; 
which fuccefs inffiring him with a great opinion of his own 
merit and good fortune, he formed a defignof making him- 
felf mnfter of the whole empire. With this view, he paffed 
over into Gaul, taking with him the few Roman forces that 
bad been left there, and fuch of the Britons as were able to 
bear arms. We have mentioned the fuccefs that attended 
him at fir ft in Gaul and Spain, and his unfortunate end, in 
a former volume. 

The unhappy Britons, thus left to themfelves after the 
^departure of the Bomans, and the flower of their youth, 
were more haraffed thaoc ever by the Scots, the Pi£Is, and 
other northern Nations, Who, meeting with little or no op- 
pofition, invaded their country, and ravaging it with fire 
and fwordjdbon reduced them to a miferable condition. In 
this ftate they continued from the year 407, when the 
ufurper Conftantine pafled over into Gaul, 10410, when, 

I UfT. Eccicf. Britann. Antiq. p 595. Claudian, de Laud, 

Stil. p, 140. SoZ. lib. ix. cap. 11. ptSi^. 
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nfter having often implored in vain the emperor’s affiftance, 
they withdrew their ^bedience to Rome , and, being re- 
folved to defend tbemfelves with their own ftrength, refufed 
any longer to obey the laws of the empire. The emperor 
Honorius Teemed to approve their conduct ; for by his let- 
ters he permitted, and even advifed thenx to provide for 
their own fafety. This implied renunciation was made, ac- 
cording to Bede a little after the taking of Rome by Ala- 
lic, in the year of the city 1158. The Britons, now again 
a free people, appear to hav5 at firfl fouglit with fuccefs 
againft their ancient and irreconcilable enemies the 8c8ts 
and Pi£ls,i as, accordingi to Zofimus, they delivered their 
cities from the infults of a tyrannical foe : but, being at 
length overpowered, they implored the emperor’s protec- 
tion, prbmiling an entire and perpetual ol'j^^dicnce to Rome, 
provided they weie delivered from the defpotifm and op- 
prellion of their mercilefs enemies. 

Honorius, touched with compaffion, fent a legion to 
their relief ; which, landing unexpectedly in Britain, flew 
great nurnbers of the Scots and Pi( 51 :s. .Having obliged 
them to retire beyond the friths of Edinburgh and Dun- 
britton, they advifed the natives to build a w all on the ifth- 
mus from fea to fea, and then returned ^to the continent, 
where their aflfxftance was required to repulfe the Barbari- 
ans, making inroads from all <juarters into the empire. 
The Britons, witliout lofs of time, applied themfelves to the 
building of the wall ; but, as it was only conftruiSted of turf, 
the Barbarians made breaches in feveral places, and, pour- 
ing in upon the territories of the BritoAs like a torrent, 
committed more dreadful ravages than ever, deftroying 
everything with fire and fword 

The unhappy Britons, after many miferies and calamities, 
fent deputies again to the emperor; who, appearing before 
him with their garments rent, and dull on their heads, pre- 
vailed upon him to fend frefh forces to their relief. Thefe, 
hallening into Britain, fell upon the Barbarians, not in the 
lead apprifed of their arrival, and made a dreadful havock 
of them, while they were wandering about the ifland iu 
of booty ^ The Scots and fiefs being thus driven 
beyond the friths juft mentioned, the Romans, who had no 
ambitious view in aflifting the diftrefl'ed Britons, but aided 
them merely out of compaffion and good-nature, told them 
plainly, that they were to expeeSf no fartlier affiftance from 
the emperor ; that the troops he had now fent were ordered 

® Zof. lib. vi. p. 817. PBecl.Hift.cap.il. q Gild. Excid, 
Britan, cap. 12, 13. p. 117. * Idem. ibid. cap. 14, p. ii8. 
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back to tbc continent, to oppofc the Barbarians, who ex- 
tended their ravages to all parts of tl^e empire ; and that 
they were therefore obliged to take their laft farewel of 
Britain, and entirely abandon the ifland. After this decla- 
ration, Gallic of Kavenna, commander of the Roman troops, 
exhorted the Britons to defend themfelves for the future, 
by fighting manfully for their country, their wives, their 
children, and, what ought to be dearer than life itfelf, their 
liberty, againfl an enemy no Wronger than themfelves, 
provided they ' 5 i^oufd but lay afide their fears, and exert 
their ancient fortitude and courage. 

Not fatisfied with encouraging ithem, that theyc might be 
the better able to withftand the attacks of the enemy, he 
advifed them to build a wall, not of turf, but of flone, offer- 
ing them the aflillaiice of his foldiers, under Iks own di- 
*TkeBriions region in the work. Accordingly, the Britons, jointly 
wi// Romans, began to ere6l the new wall, and carried 

c if IV . with fuch expedition, that, though eight feet in 

breadth, and twelve in height, it was foon finifhed. This 
wall, according /o Bede ', flood in the line of that which 
was built by Severus. They likewife raifed towers at con- 
venient diftances on the eaft coaft againfl the Saxons, and 
othjer Barbarians^ who, coming from Germany, ma<^e fre- 
quent defeents on that fide. I'he Roman commander, hav- 
ing thus fecured the nation, took pains to inflrudl the na- 
tives in the art of war; then, leaving among them patterns 
of the weapons he Had taught them to make, he, with his 
^ke Ro- Romans, took his laff farewel of Britain ; and, telling the 
liritons that they mull expe£l their return no more, he 
farewtl croffed over to the continent^ (S). The Britons fought, as 
ttf Britain, we have feen, for many years againfl: the Romans, in de- 
fence of their liberty ; and it was not without much blood- 
fhed that they fubmitted to the yoke : but being at length 

• Bed.Hift. cap. X2. p. 156. t Gild. cap. 24. p. i 18. Bed. 
cap. 12. p. 156. 

(S) As to the year, in which reign (i). Bede, in hishiflory, 
Britain was thus finally aban- ^eaks of the departure of the 
doned, there is a great difiigree- Romans as happening in 
ment among chronologers,?ome (2); but in- his Chronicle, he 
placing the retreat of the Ro- feems to fuppofe it to have 
mans in 426, fome in 435, or happened even before the year 
457. According to Altbrd, Gal- 423, and hence Alford places it 
lio returned to Gaul in 422, the in 422, 
t wenty -eighth year of Honori us’s 

(1) Alford. Annah ad hunc Ann, 
n, 13. p. 141 * 5 - 


(2) Bed. Hift. lib. i. cap. 
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pleafed wlili their fcrvitude, and become, ^as it were, one 
nation with their conquerors, who had continued among 
them for the fpace of four hundred years and upwards, they 
were no lefs unwilling to part with them, than they \jad 
been at firft to receive them ; becaufe, indeed, they now 
depended upon them for protccHiion from their lavage 
enemies. 

SECT. ITT. 

J'be Hijlorv of Britain^ froiv its being abandoned by 
Romans to the Invafons of the Angles and Saxons, 

Scots and Pi(fls no fooner heard of the departure TbeStoft 
of thf Romans, than, landing in fvVarms from their and Fi3s 
leathern veflels on the lands of the Britons, they com- 
mitted greater ravages than ever, dcflroying all they found \glrJoriit, 
with fire and fword. Thefe two nations, difiering fome- 
what in manners, but equally greedy of fpoil and booty, 
feeing the cowardly Britons fly like fheep4)eforc them, re- 
folved to attack the W'all, which had been lately repaired. 

At their approach, the Britons, inflead ot preparing for a 
vigoft)us defence, ftood trembling oft tlic battlements,. tillT 
the enemy, more bold and adive, brought fomc of them to 
the ground with long iron hooks, and driving the reft, with 
Ihowers of darts and arrows, fr.om their ftations, made them- 
fclves mafters of the wall. The Britons betook themfelves to 
flight, which, however, could not fave them; for the Scots 
and Pi£ls, purfuing them clofe, made a dreadful havock of the 
fugitives, and took poireffion of the frontier towns, which 
they found deferted by the inhabitants. As the enemy met 
with no oppofition, they traverfed the whole country, and 
ravaged it without controul. This general havock and de- 
valuation occafioned a dreadful famine ; from whence new 
mifehiefs arofe, and a kind of civil war among the Britons 

themfelves, being compelled, fortheirfupportjtoplundereach 

other, and take from their friends the little the common ene- 
my had left. The whole country beihg thus ruined, the 
femine became general, and raged lofuch a degree, that the 
Britons who remained, were obliged to fly to the woods, 
and there live upon what they could procure by bunting 
In this deplorable condition they continued fome years. 

The Britons had already kings of their own ; for Gildas, in 
his ufual melancholy ftrain, condemns his countrymen for 
failing to the throne fuch men only as were remarkable for 

•<Jild, cap. 15, i6. p, I iS. 


their 



The Hiftory of Britain* 

tlieir cruelty Perhaps they judged them heft qualified to 
redrefs the diforAers, and put a flop tp the robberies, that 
prevailed all 6ver the ifland. The fame author adds, that 
thofe who had placed them on the throne, were foon after 
jnftrumental in their afiaffination ; not becaufe they had 
found them guilty of any crime, but that they might choofe 
woi fe men in their room. If any of their princes proved 
more mild and humane than the relt, he was abhorred by 
all as a coward, and pcrfecuted as a public enemy The 
unhappy I3riton*o, thus at variance among themfelves, and 
at ^[he fame time prefied wif,h famine, and purfued by a 
mercilefs enemy, had recourfe ocice more to tlvi Romans 
i^nsiuriti for afiiftance, writing to Aetius, who was then conful the 
mournjul t|,ird time, and governed the Weftern empire almoil with 
abfolute power. « To move him to compaflionr, they di- 
redled the letter thus : The groans of the Britons to the 
conful Aetius.” And in the letter : “ The Barbarians (faid 
they), drive us to the fea, and the fea forces us back to the 
Barbarians ; between which we have only the alternative of 
two deaths, eith[‘r to be fwallowed up by the waves, or to 
be cruelly maflacred by the enemy.” What anfwer they 
received is uncertain : all we know is, that they could not 
prevail upon Aetius, jvho was then in Gaul, to lend-fthem 
the’^lcaft afiiftance, the emperor Valentinian III. being at 
that time under apprehe^ifion of a war with Attila y, who 
had not yet made any incurfion into the Weftern empire. 
Thrirmi- 'The Britons, now defpairing of obtaining any relief from 
jerabUcon Romans, and, on the other hand, reduced to theutmoft 
extremity by famine, which daily encreafed, knew not 
what meafurcs to take to extricate themfelves from their 
unfortunate fituation. Great numbers of them fled over to 
Armorica, w'here thofe Britons, who attended Maximus 
into Gaul, are fuppofed to have fettled : others fubmitted to 
the Scots and Picls, purchafing a miferable fuftenance with 
perpetual llavcry. Some, however, more refolute, had rc- 
courfe to their arms, and fallying out in parties from their 
woods and caves, fell upon the enemy w hile they were fcat- 
tcred about the country, deftroyed great numbers of them| 
and obliged the reft to retire 

dr\*v4 And now the Britons, Slaving fome refpite, began again 
their cultivate their lands; which, after having for fome time 
tnernies, fallow, produced all forts of provifions in fuch plenty, 

as never before had been known. This abundance intro- 
duced luxury, wantonnefs, and all manner of vices incident 
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Gild, cap 19. p. 119. 
* Bed. Chron. p. IJ4. 
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to human nature. The clergy, who fhouki have reclaimed 
the laity with their ^xample, were the foremoil to yield to 
vice and difTipation, being, for the moil part, addicted to 
drunkennefs, envy, and contention, and incapable of difcri- 
minating between good and evil ^ In the mean time, the 
Britons were again alarmed with a repoit, that the Scots 
and Pitfls were returning with a greater force than ever, 
determined utterly to extirpate the natives, and fettle theni- 
felves in their room from one end of the iilaiid to the 
other. This report occafioAed a generaf conllernation, 
w^hich, however, was not fufticient to reclaim them from 
their \vic|ted courfes : they were vifited whh a dreadful 
plague, which, raging with uncommon fury, fwept away 
moil of thofe, whom the fword and famine had fparcd ; in- 
fomuch tl-^t the living were fcarce fufiiuent to bury the 
dead. But this calamity likewife proving ineire£lual, the 
contagion no fooner ceafed than the enemy, returning 
with incredible fury, and putting all to file and fword, foon 
reduced the miferable Britons to the utmoll exticmity of 
diflrefs. Vortigern was then the chief, if yot the only king 
of Britain, a proud, covetous, and debauched tyrant, en- 
tirely regardJefs of the public welfare, and as incapable of 
pron)pting it in the field, as in the ctjbingt. However,^l)e-' 
ing rouzed by the clamours of the people, and finding it was 
abfolutely necelTary for his own pitfervaaon to repulfc the 
enemy, he fummoned a council, to deliberate with the 
chiefs of the nation concerning the proper means to deliver 
the country from the calamities it then groaned under, and 
prevent the like misfortunes for the futui^e. In this coun- 
cil, they all agreed on the mofl pernicious expedient that 
could be imagined, and what, in the end, proved the utter 
dellrucSlion of the nation : they invited the Saxons into the 
illand, a people at that time notorious for their piracies and 
cruelty, and dreaded, even by the Britons, as death it- 
felf ^ ( r). The expedient being approved, ambafladors 
were fpeedily difpatched into Germany, to acquaint the 
Saxons with the requeft of the Britons, and offer them ad- 
vantageous terms, provided they woulcbcome over to their 
affi fiance. , 

The Saxons were highly pleafed with the propofal, the 
more as they were foretold by their foothfayers, that they 

* Gild. cap. 19. p. jrg, h Bed. Hill. cap. 16. p. 157. 

(T) The firfl Saxon troops though, by fome, this event is 
are faid, by mod hillorians, to placed a few years fooner ; by 
have landed in the year 44^, others^ a few years later. 
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fliouM plunder tjie country, to which they were called, for 
the fpacc of an hundred and fifty year^, and quietly pofi'efs 
it twice that time Having therefore fitted out two great 
fhips, called in their language chiulcs, they put to fea, un- 
der the command of Hengilt and Horfa, the fons of Witi- 
gifil, great-grandfon to the celebrated Woden, from whom 
all the royal families of the Saxons pretended to derive their 
Yr-cOf FI- pedigree. Upon their arrival at Ebbesflect, in the ille of 
*798. Thanet, they were received, both by the prince and people, 
A. D. 450. greatell demoiiftratibns of joy. The ifle itfelf was 

ZT alfotted them for their habitation, and a league was imme- 

rltalof diately concluded with them, by^irtue of which the Saxons 

tk$ SaxonJ. were to defend the Britons againft all foreign enemies 5 and 
the Britons, 011 the other hand, were to allow the Saxons, 
befides their place of abode, pay and maintenarUie. Hifto- 
rians have acquainted us with the number of thefe Saxon 
auxiliaries ; but they could not be above fifteen hundred, aS 
they all came over in three fliips *, and we cannot well fup- 
pofe any of thofe fliips to have carried above five hundred 
men. 

Before we proc(;cd farther in this hiflory, tt will be nc- 
cclTary to give fome account of the origin, manners, govern- 
' m^nt, and rcligi(}n of the people, who, being called in by 
^he feats of the Brhons to their anillance, made themfelves mailers of 
the iaxons, the illand, and hold it to this day- The Saxons w^ere, ac- 
jn^les,aaJ cording to the moll probable opinion, a colony of the Cini- 
^utes. brians, that is, of the inhab'itants of the Cimbrian Cherfo- 
nefus, now Jutland; who, finding their country overltock- 
cd with people, Vent out, much about the fame time, three 
numerous bands to feek for new fettlcments. To one of 
thefe bands was afterwards given the name of Suevians, to 
another that of Franks, and to the third the appellation of 
Saxons. The Suevians took their route towards Italy, the 
Franks advanced to Belgic Gaul, and the Saxons polTeflcd 
themfelves of the whole country between the Rhine and 
the Elbe. By degrees, extending their conquefts along the 
CoaR of the German ocean, when the Britons fent to im- 
plore their affiftance, they were mafters not only of the pre- 
fent Wellphalia, Saxony, Eaft and Well Frifeland, ljut 
likcwife of Holland anti Zealand. The firll place they 
fettled in, upon their leaving the Cherfonefus, was the 
duchy of Holltein ; wdiich is thence called the ancient feat 
of the Saxons. Between this country and the Cherfonefus, 
or Jutland, dwelt a people, known even in Tacitus’s time, 
by the name of Angles’*. According to this account, which 

c GuJ, cap. 23. p. 119, 120. ^ Tacit de Gernii Mor. cap. 40. 

p. 316. 
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we liave taken from Bede % the Anp^lcs iiihjbifed that fmall 
province in the kingdom of Denmark, and d^uchy of Slef- 
wick, which is called at this day Angel, and of which the 
city of Flenfburg is the metropolis. Liiulebergius, in his 
cpiftles, ftyles this country Little England \ and EthelwerS, 
who wrote about the year 950, fpeaking of the ancient habita- 
tion of the Angles: “ Old Anglia (fays he) lies between the 
Saxons and Giots. The metropolis of this country is, by the 
Saxons, called Slefwick,but, by the Danes, Haithby. Britain 
took the name of thofe by whom it was con?]uercd, and is 
therefore now called Anglia.” •The fame wTiter adds, that 
Hengift and Horfa came from the country of the Angles 
into Britain ^ When the Saxons came firft out of the Cher- 
fonefus, going in queft of new fettlements, the Angles join- 
ed them, a*d, in procefs of time, became* one united na- 
tion. Hence they are, by moft authors, comprifed under 
the general name of Saxons, though fome didinguilU them 
by the compound name of Anglo-Saxons e. 

Some time after the Saxons, Franks, and Suevians, had 
left the Cherfonefus, the Goths, having driven out the re- 
maining Cimbrians, made themfelves mailers of that penin- 
fala, which was from that period called Gotiiland, or Jut- Gothland* 
land, from its new inhabitants the Gothjj, or Jutes (l^). Jutland, 
Great numbers of thefe Giot^ or Jutae, mixing with the 
Saxons and Angles, came over with’ them into Britain, to 
fliare their conquefts. As the Saxons were, by their pira- 
cies on the coalls of Gaul and liritain, better known at the 
time of their fettling in this illand, the conquefl of Britain 
is, by the ancient writers, aferibed to them*, and not to the 
Angles, or Jutes ; nay, Britain was for fome time, from 
them, called Saxony : but, in the end, the name of Anglia, 
from the Angles, prevailed. The Jutes were lefs known, 
at lead under that name, than the other two nations or 
tribes. Bede, however, tells us, that the province of Kent, 


f Ethelwerd. Chron. lib. t. e Vide 


c Bed. lib. i. cap. 15* 

Alford, ad Ann, 449. 

(U) Thefe, in the old print- 
ed* copies of Bede, are dyled 
Vitas ; but the learned Ulher 
alTures us, that all the maiiu- 
feript copies of that author, 
which he confulted, read Jutae, 
aod not Vitse f I ). Fabius E- 


thelwerd, whom we have men- 
tioned* above, a writer of the 
Saxon blood royal, and the 
fourth in defeent from king 
Adulph, or Ethelwolf, calls the 
country Giota, and the people 
Giotae, 


(i) UlT, de Brit. Ecclef. Primord. p, 591, 
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the ific of Wiglet, and the country lying oppofitc to it, noW* 
Hampftiire, yere peopled by the Jut^s (W). 

The Saxons were, as is agreed on all hands, and appears 
ftpm their conijuells^' one of the moil warlike nations inha- 
biting Germany. They were not known to the Romans, 
by the name of Saxons, till the fourth century, Ammianus 
Marcellirius, and the poet Claudian, being the firft Roman 
writers, who make mention of them. The former, fpeak-^ 
big of them, fays,^“ They were formidable above all other 
epemies:’* and Zo'iimus* declares, The Saxons are inured 
to th^^toils of war, and, far their courage and llrcngth, 
reckoned the moil warlike of i?Il the Germau nations 
As they were a barbarous and uncivilized people, they 
treated their enemies with great cruelty, efpecially the 
prifoners. they 'took in war, facrificing thQ’oi to their 
gods. As to their government, the countries fubjecl to 
them were, according to Verilegan, divided into twelve 
provinces, each governed by a chief or head, accountable to 
the whole aflcmbly of the nation. By this alTembly, a ge- 
neral was chofdn in time of war, who commanded with 
almoil afovercign power ; but his authority ceafed as fooa 
as the war terminated. ITeir religion was the fame with 
that of the othei; northern nations. 'J’heir chief gods, the 
Sun, the Moon, the celebrated Woden, his fon Thor, his 
wife Frigga, or Fi Jea, Tuillo, Theutates, Hefus, and Tha- 
ramis h 

Woden was the god of w^ar-, Thorprefided over the air, 
and was thought to have (forms, winds, fhoweis, and fair 
weather at bis dllpofal ; Frigga was the goddefs of pleafure. 


^ Zof. apud Camd. 

(W) As to the name of 
SiJxons, it has occahoned a 
great difagreement among au- 
thors. Becanus and Camden 
fiipjK)re them to have been firft 
called Sacafons, that is, the fons 
or defeendants of* the Sacae, 
to whom, according t» thefe 
writers, they owe their ofigin. 
Ifidore derives their name from 
the Latin word faxum, ajlotie^ 
becaufe they were a ftrong and 
hardy nation : but they were fo 
called many ages before the Ro- 


t Tacit, de Mor. German. 

mans had aiiyknowlege of them, 
or they of the Romans. The 
opinion of Lipfius, which Ver- 
ftegan has followed, feems to us 
the moftprobable, which is, that 
the name of Saxons was given 
them by their neighbours, from 
their wearing a ihort fw<jfd, 
called in their tongue faex ; 
and hence the arms of Saxony, 
as Pontanus obferves, are to 
this day two daggers placed a- 
crbfs (i). 


(i) Pontan, Orig. Franck, Hb.ii. cap. 


The 
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The twd fii-ft days of the week were confi^rated to the Sun 
and Moon; the third, according to fome, to yuiilo, or Tu*. 
ifco, according to others to Thyfa, or Dyfa> the goddefs of 
jufticc and wife to Thor the four A to Woden ; the fi/th 
to Thor; the fixth to Frigga, or Fraea ; and the feventh, as 
AT’erftegan fuggefts, to Crodo, named alfo Saeter; but the 
latter narile, as Shcringham obferves, is not to be found in 
any writer before Verftegan The Saxons had, beOdes 
thefe, fcveral other deities, to whom they paid great venera- 
tion, namely, the goddefs Konre, to whom* they facrih^ed 
in the month of April, which was thence by them ftyled 
Eojiur moeiath^ or the' nfonih of EoJire\ and thence the 
Word Eajier, which the Saxons retained even after their 
converfion to the Ghriftian religion Nocca was the fame 
among th»Saxons, as Neptune among the*Romans. Mara 
was a frightful fpe£lre, that terrified and opprefl'ed people in 
their flecp ; whence the word night-mare is derived "» iTaiifana* 
mentioned by Tacitus®, was worfliipped by the Saxrvns as the 
god of lots. The Elvae, or Elfs, named alfo Fairies, were 
honoured ty them with a kind of facrifice called Alf-bloti*. 
The Dyfae were inferior goddefles, meflen^ers of the great 
Woden, whofc province it was to convey the fouls of fuch 
as diuri in battle to his abode, called •VaUiall, that 
hall of /laughter^ where they were to drink with him, and 
their other gods, cerevifia, a kind *of malt liquor, in the 
ikulls of their flaughtered energies. On the contrary, thofe 
who died a natural death, were, b/ the fame Dyfae, con- 
veyed to Hela, the goddefs of hell, where they were tor- 
mented with hunger, thirft, and all kind of evils. The 
Angles ’worlhipped, as we find in Tacitus, the goddefs 
Merthus, that is, the Earth, as the mother of all things •*. 
With regard to the worfhip the Saxons paid to their gods, 
and the facrificcs they offered to them, we refer our readers 
to Wormiu^, Verftegan, Ifaacius Pontanus, and other Ger- 
man and Danifh writers, it being neceflary we fhould re- 
fume the thread of our biftory. 

Upan the arrival of the Saxons in Britain, under their 
leaders Hengift and Horfa, and being ^ut in pofteffion of 
tie ifle of Thanet, king Vortigern did not fuffer them to 
continue long without employm&t ; but led them againil 
the Scots and Pifls, who had made an irruption, and were 
advanced as far as StanfordTn the province now called 

^ Wormius, Monument. Dan. lib. i. cap. 4. l Shering. cap. 
*4* P- 318. *n Bed. de Ratio. Temp. can. 13. " Shering. 

cap. 14. p. gp, gg». » Tscit. Amial.Tib. 1. r Worm. 

Mon. Dan. iib. K cap. 5* « Tacit, dc Mor. Germ, 
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^hiyde^ Liticolnfliire. Ttiere a battle enfued, in which the Scof^ 
feat the and Pidts wcP2 entirely routed, and forced to favc thenir. 
Scots and felves by a prccipitat^'fligbt, leaving the Saxons in poflef- 
ficm of the fpoil and booty they had taken ^ Vortigcrn, 
highly pleafed with the eondud of the two Saxon brothers^ 
rewarded them with ample polTeflions in Lincolnftiire % 
We are told, that Hcngilt dtlired here only as much land 
as an ox-hide could encompafs *, and that, upon Vortigern's 
granting him it, he cut the bide into fmall thongs, and in- 
clefed with them a fpacc large enough to hold a cable,, 
which to this day is from thence^ called Thong-cafler, that 
is, the cajlle of thongsK Be this as it may, Hcrigift, capti- 
vated by the fruitfulnefs and wealth of the bland, and, at 
. the fame time, obferving the inhabitants were enervated 
with luxury, and addi6led to effeminacy and idl^nefs, began 
to entertain hopes of procuring a fettlemerit in Britain. He, 
therefore, fent home to his countrymen an account of the 
fruitfulnefs of Britain, and the diffipation of the inhabitants, 
inviting them to (hare with him in his fuccefs. 

’ Yr. of FI. The Saxons eagerly accepted the invitation ; and, arriv- 
agoo. ing in feventeen large fhips, made up, with thofe they 
A!D. 451. found in the ifland, conliderable army. With this fup- 
~ plj‘t:ame over, K Nennius is to be credited, Row'ena, the 
daughter of Hcngift, .with whofe charms the king was fo 
Saxons ftruck, that he divorced his wife, and married her, after 
arrive in having obtained the confent of her father, by inveffing 
Britain, ^vith the fovereignty of Kent “ : but no mention is 

made of Row'ena in the Saxpn Annals, which rather feem 
to intimate, that the Saxons made themfelves mafters of 
Kent by force of arms; for we are told, that Hcngill de- 
feated the Britons in two pitched battles, and obliged them 
to abandon Kent, and retreat to London. But this event 
did not happen till the arrival of the third body of Saxon 
troops; for Hengift, exaggerating to the king the dangers 
that threatened him, not only from the Scots and Pi<fls, 
but from his difeontented fubje6ls, obtained leave to fend 
a frefh reinforcement of Saxons ; who, coming over 
OBaand ill forty fhips, under the coiiduft of Oda and Ebuia, the 
Ebufafettlt ion and nephew, or, ^s,,others will hftve it, the brother und 
tn Nori/i' ► ^phew of Hcngift, arrived at the Orcades. Thefe having 
nmhirland* j-aVaged the northern, coaft, the countries of the Scots and 
PiSs, they made themfelves mafters of feveral places be- 
yond the friths, and, in the end, obtained leave of the king 
to fettle in Northumberland, under the fpecious pretence of 

t Gild. p. 110. Bed. p. 157, « Matt. Weftm. ad ann. 450. 

t Vide Camden, in Coriun, » Nenn. cap. 5. 
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tlie northern parts, as Hengift protefled the 
fomhern. Hengift, ■•encroaching ftill on the.]cing’s favour, 
fent by degrees for more men and fl^ips, till the countries 
from whence they came were almoli left without inha- 
bitants. 

Their numbers at this time being greatly increafed, they The Sar 
began to quarrel with the natives, demanding larger allow- <,m begi^ 
nncesot corn and other provifions, threatening, if their de- ior^uarrel 
manda v/ere not complied with, to difSoIve^thc league and 
lay wade the whole country. The Britons deGred them*to ' 

return home, as their numbers exceeded what they were tV/M# 
able to m^ntain. Ihis anfwer, however juft and reafon- *whole 
able, provoked the Saxons to fuch a degree, that having 
fecietly concluded a peace with the Scots and Fids, they 
turned thefr arms againft thofe whom tfiey pretended to 
defend, and traverGng, without oppoGtion, the whole iftand, 
deftroyed all they found with Gre and fword from thCeaftern 
to the weftern fea. The public as well as private buildings 
were levelled with the ground, the cities pillaged and burnt, 
the priefts Gain at the altars, the biftiops cfruelly maflacred 
without the leaft refped to their dignity, and the people 
without diftindion of fex, age, or condition, flaughtered 
in fu?h multitudes, that the living w%re*fcarce fufficifent 
to bury the dead. Some of the unhappy Britops, who rhi deploy 
efcaped the general carnage, took refuge amongft inacccGl- able condi- 
ble rocks and mountains ; but great numbers either perifhed 
v/ith hunger, or were forced, by the extremity of famine, 
to abandon their afylum, and, delivering themfelves up to 
their mercilefs enemies, preferve their lives at the expence 
of their liberty. Some crofting the fea, took ftielter among 
foreign nations, fettling either in Holland, where the ruins 
of Brittenburg, an old caftle built, as is fuppofed, by them 
on this occaGon, are ftill to be feen, or among their coun- 
trymen in Armorica ; but thofe w'ho remained at home fuf- 
fered inexpreflible calamities, living among the woods, rocks, 
and mountains, in perpetual apprehenftons, and deprived 
of neceftaries ^ 

Nennius tells us, that Vortigern was* fo far from being 
reclaimed by thefe calamities, tha^ bn the contrary, adding 
to his other crimes that of inceft, he married his own 
daughter, and had by her a fon named Fauftus, who led a 
folitary and religious life near the river Rennis in Glamor- 
ganlhire. The fame writer adds, that the Britons, provoked 
at the king’s wicked nefs, and the partiality he (hewed to the 
Saxons, depofed him, and placed upon the throne his fon 

^ Gild. p. lao. Bed, p. 157. 
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Voitimer. Thl^ valiant youth undertook the defence 
his diftrcffcd Country 5 and, falling ujten the Saxoiis ^tb» 
fuch troops as he could aflemble, drove them into the ifle 
ofThaiSet, and there clofcly befieged them, till, being re- 
inforced with frelh fupplies from Saxony, they opened them- 
fielves a way through the Britifli foices. Vonimer, not yet 
difheartened, engaged with them in four battles j the firft 
on the banks of the Derwent in Kent^ where he obtained 
a fignal victory, aftd cut impieces great numbers of the 
eiftmy > the fccond at a place called in the Saxon tongue 
Episford, and in the Britifh’ Satl^engabail, now Aylesford, 
in Kent. In this battle fell Horfa, and like wif^^ Catigern,. 
the brother of Vortigern. Some writers afli.rn> that the 
Britons won th^ day*; others give it in favour of the 
Saxons ; and Ethel we rd feems to aferibe to thisVidory the 
founding of the kingdom of Kentr. Horfa is fuppofed to 
have been buried at a place called from him to this day 
Horded ; and Gatigern to have been interred near Ayles- 
ford, where a monument is to be feen fomewhat like Stone- 
henge, called by the country people Kith’s Coty-houfe, that 
Js,;.Cattgern’s Houfe*. The place where the third battle 
was fought is not mentioned ; but we are told that Vortimer 
engaged* the Saxtons a fourth time at a place called * Lapis- 
Titttli, which Camden* and Ufher take to be Stonar in the 
ific of Th^net ; but Somner and StillingScet *, inftead of 
Lapis Tituli, read Lapis Pcfpuli, that is, Folkftone, )vhere, 
according to them, the battle was fought. In t|»is adion 
the Saxons were routed with great daughter, and forced 
hack to their (hips, in which they embarked, being no lon- 
ger able to oppofe the valour of Vortimer, and abandoning 
the ifland, returned home, where they continued till the 
death of Vbrtimcr, that is, for the fpace of five years, with- 
out making any other attempt upon Britain. Such is the 
account given by Nennius, and the hiftorians who have co- 

f ied him ; but of thefe battles no mention is made either 
y Gildas or Bede. The former only acquaints us, that the 
Saxons retired ; ajid perhaps he meant no more than that^ 
after having laid wafte the ifland, they withdrew to the 
fcmtorics which had \>ccn granted them by Vortigern, 'In 
l^nt and Northumberland. And indeed h feems to us al- 
:hcr incredible, that, had’ the Brifons Mined fo many 
al viilorlcs, Gildas would have pafTed them all over in 
ruence. Our biftorkns tell as, that Vortimer died about 
time, after a reign, 4>f fix years; and add, that upon 

* Huntin.lib. ii. Matt. Wfgm. ad ann. 455. r EthcK lib. i 
adann.445* ^ Vide CatodcA^ in Cantia a^illing. 

Crig. firiit* p.32a, 
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ills death-bed, he requeued his fervants bury him near 
th« place where thqiSaxons ufcd to land, b^ing perfuaded 
that the fecret virtue of his bones would deter them from 
making any attempts there for the future ; but th^y, i^eg- 
leding his commands, buried him at Lincoln, or, as others 
alTert at London. Some fay he was poifoned by his mo- 
ther-in-law, Rowena, others aver that he died a natural 
death Be this as it may, Hengift was no fooner informed 
of his death, than he return^cd with ^ numerous body of 
Saxons to Britain, and landing in defpxte dlF all oppofitipn, 
engaged in feveral battles with the Britons, under the con- 
duft of Vtortigern, who, ^ upon the death of his fon Voiti- 
mer, was reflored to the throne. 

In one of theic battles, fought at a place called Crecan- ^ pj 

ford, the ftriions were defeated with the iofs of four thou- ^805. 

fand men a difafter which obliged them to abandon Kent, A. D. 457, 

and retire to London From this viffory mod* authors 

date the beginning of the kingdom of Kent under Ilengift, 
who rook jiis fon Efk for his colleague; butVortigern ftill 
continuing the war againft the Saxons,* Hengift had re- Saxon 
courfe to treachery, and pretending a great indihadon to kingdom io 
conclude a peace, and renew the former amity b 4 ! tween 
him ^nd the Britifli king, fent ambaftadors to r^ueft an 
interview. To this propofal Vortigern readily coiifeftted j 
and it was agreed that they fliould meet at an entdftainment 
without arms ; but the treacherous Saxon having fecrctly 
ordered thofe who attended him to conceal their diggers 
under their garments, when they met, purfuant to their <fhreehun. 
agreement, and the Britons not fufpeding any treachery, dredoftht 
began to be heated with liquor, the Saxons, darting up at Bntr/hno* 
a fignal given, and drawing their daggers, difpatched each kthtytrta* 
his next man, to the numberof three hundred, who were the 
flower of the Britilh nobility. Vortigern alone was foared 5 '^Vortigtrn 
hut being taken prifoncr, and put in fetters, he was forced, made pri^ 
for his janfom, to furrender to the Saxons thofe provinces finer. 
that were afterwards called ElTex, Sufl'ex, and Middlcfcx. 

Of this tranfa6tion, recorded by Nennius and William of 
Malmefbury*, no mention is made eitbef* by Gildas or Bede. 
Vortigern, being. fet at liberty, retired, as we are informed, 
to a great wildcrnefs near the fall of the Wye in Radnor- 
Biire, where he w'as, fome time after, killed by lightning, 
and the city of Kaer Gourtigern, which he had built for 
his refuge, was by the fame means deftioycd 

Sigebert. ad ann. 437. « Hunting, lib. iL ^ Nenn. 

cap. 46. e A^aliacf. dc Reg. lib. ieapi ^ Vide Camd. 

ia Radnor. 
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of FU » Upon the retreat of Vortigern> Aurelius Ambrofius, or 
^%o^ as Gildas calls him, Ambrofius Aureli^nus^ took upon him 
A. p. 458^ command of the Britifh forces. He was a wife and 

' 'T , ■ modeft jnaq accordingto Gildas, and perhaps the only Ro- 

^^rdLs remained in the ifland, having, in the calamitous 

^ fuccttds times of Britain, loft his parents, who had worn the purple* 
He adds, that the offspring of Aurelius continued ftill in 
^ the ifland in his time, but had greatly degenerated from the 
good qualities of their anceftors s. Bede fays, that his pa- 
rents had bornd the royal name and etifjgns, but had been 
The great difagreement we find among the writers 
aftei^ Gildas and Bede, convinccTs us, that we oannpt de- 
pend upon any thing they have related. All we can colledt 
from the beft authors is, that the Briton^ under the con- 
duct of Ambrofii/rs, refumed their courage, and filling upon 
Jie defeats the Saxons when moft of their forces were returned home, 
the Saxens routed .tiiem with great flaughter. It w^as in this battle per- 
Yith great Horfa was flain 5 for of the other battles mentioned 

daughter, notice is taken either by Gildas or Bede. From 

this timei the war \vas carried on, fays Bede, fometimes tar 
vourableto the Britons and fometimes to the Saxons, till 
lattel made themfelyes mailers of the whole ifland, 
Tl^fc'^thohave ^wri^ten feveral ages after Bede, give- us a 
inore particular account of the tranfadions of thofc obfeure 
times *, but we will not "take upon us to vouch the truth of 
what they relate. According to them Ambrofius, after the 
above mentioned victory, convened the nobility at York, 
and havirig ordered the churches to be rebuilt or repaired 
throughout tfae kmgdom, which had been deftroyed by the 
Saxons, he marched from York to London, from London 
to Winchefter, and from thence to Salifbury (X), endea- 
vouring every-where to reftpre the declining ftate of the 
church and kingdom* 


$ Gild. C4p. 2 Sr 

(X) Geoffery of Monmouth 
tdlfi us, that on this occaiion 
Ambrofius creeled fhe famous 
monument known by the^name 
of Stonehenge, in honouf* of 
.the Britilh nobles trcachcroully 
.|bin there, as he fuppofes, by 
.Hengift. It is furpriling that 
of our hiftorians ihould 
have followed him : yet Mat- 
||j4w pf Weftminfler copies 
the chief part of his narrative; 


*> Pcd. pap. 15. p. 157# 

and Walter of Coventry fets \t 
down as a matter not to be quef- 
tioned, adding two circum- 
ftances to render it more prft- 
bable, namely, that Ambrofius 
was crowned, and not long 
after interred there. Polydore 
Virgil fuppofes It to be the 
monument of Ambrofius ; and 
John of Tinmouth callsit Mons 
Ambrofii. 
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In the mean time Pafeentius, Vortigerr^’s third foti, being 
ambitious of afpiring to the crown, raifed a rebellion in the 
North ; bu-t was routed and put to flight by A^mbi-ofi us, who 
neverthelefs ceded him Bualth in Brccknockftiire, andKaer^ 
Cuortigern in Radnorfhirc. After this tranfa^lion the Bri- 
tons enjoyed fomc refpite ; but were, in the eighth year of 
Ambrofius’s reign % rcpulfed,in a pitched battle, by Hengilf, yr, of FI, 
and his fon JLlk, who took a great booty*'. No mention is a8i^. 
made of any other battle till^four years after, when other A.D. 465. 
tSaxons coming over, under the condinSf df Ella and Jiis 
three fons, Cymen, Wleiicing, and Cifla, the Britons%N rotitsd 
tacked them as they werd landing at a place called Cyipen- i,j, 
iliore, or Cymen’s Shore. The Saxons, fliys Huntington, andhisfem. 
who were tail, vigorous, gave the Britons a warm 

reccption#and having put them to flight, *as they advanced 
til detached parties, purfued them to the forefl: of Andre- 
defleige, fuppofed to be the weald of Kent, and tly; woody 
parts of Suflex After this viclory the Saxoni> ppflefled 
dicmfelve^ of all the fea-coaft of Suflex, and continued to 
extend their dominions till the ninth yeaj after th^ arrival ’ 
of Ella, when all the kings and princes of Britain’ having 
united their forces, engaged Ella and his fons at, a place 
callefl Mcrcredclburne/ The vidory remained doubtful,’ 
and both armies retired with great lofs, Ella being greatly 
weakened by the lofs he hadVuftained, fent for frefh fup- 
plies out of his own country. ^ 

In the mean time Hengift, having built and garrifoned 
fcveral forts in Kent, marched with great expedition towards 
the North ; and having joined the Scots and Pidfs, took and 
fortified fcvcral towns; but Ambrofius, colle£firig his forces, Amhrojiut 
marched in quefl: of the enemy, and coming up with them, 
obtained a complete vidlory Theenfuing year, 467, died 
Hengift king of Kent, and was fucceeded by his fon Elk, theSaxons. 
called alfo Oife and Ofric, who reigned twenty-four years 
without attempting to enlarge his dominions". 

In the mean while Ella, having received frefli fupplies th Saxons 
from Germany, laid liege to Andrcdcheller, fuppofed by 
Camden to be Newenden in Kent ; by Sumner, to be Peven- ^ • 

fcy, or Ilallings. On the other bajid, the Britons, having 
railed a great aimy, advanced to the relief of the place, and 
with frequent attacks harafled the Saxons to fuch a degree, 
that they were compelled to abandon the liege. The Britons 
retired to the woods, not chufing to venture a battle; but 
the Saxons were no fooner returned to the fiege than the 

i Alford ad hunc Ann . . k<Etbelwerd, lib. i. 1 Hunting, 

lib. ji, O' Hunting, lib. ii* add Ann. 487. oEthelw. ad 

hunc Arm. Malm db. de Keg. lib. i. cap. i, 
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Britons^&flymgi^poii them again, forced them to reJinquifti 
the enterprize. Thu{» the Saxons ]o(l^r><^at numbers of their 
stien, and ina^e but a fmall progrefs in the fiege : but Ella 
ilaving at lad divided his army into two bodies, one of 
wbi6h profecuted the fiege while the other obferved the 
enemy's motions, the citi&ens* cxhaufted with hunger an4 
fatigue, could no longer withftand the efforts of the bc- 
wMdt they fiegcfs. The town was confequently taken, and, by the 
jaki ana mercllefs conquerors, levelled with the ground, after they 
?^ad put to the fivord all the inhabitants, without diftintfion 
^htfuoad ^ aither fcx or age. Such k the account Henry of Hunr 
Sax^n ' tington gives us of this fiege. In*ihe year 491, thirty-four 
hngdmin years ^er the beginning of the kingdom of Kent, began 
Britain^ the fecond kingdom in the illand, called th^ kingdom of the 
South Saxons, which comprifed at firft only ScclTcx ; but 
was extended by Ella before his death, to all the provinces 
lying fouth of the Humber®. 

Yc of FI. Advice being tranfmitted to Germany of the great fuccefs 
2839. Aat attended the Saxons in Britain, new adventurers flocked 
A. P. 491. daily to (hare their good fortune. Among the reft 
^ came Cardie, the tenth in defeent from Woden, with his 
Saxons, CeUfic, and as many men as he could tranfport in five 

l.anding^ aplace, which, from their leader^ was 
pns arrive called CerdicVShorc, now, according to Brompton, Yarr 
mnder Ctr- mouth, in Slorfolk, they were vigoroufly attacked by the 
and Tritons, whom, after a Ihort engagement, they put to flight* 
’ * feeveral other battles were fought, but fortune, ever fmiling 

upon the Saxons, the natives were forced to retire, and 
leave them in poflefiion of the fea-coafts. About fix year^ 
after this event, Porta, another Saxon, with his two fons 
Bleda and Magla, arrived at Portfmouth, fo called, as fome 
imagine, from him 5 and having defeated with great car- 
nage, the Britons, who attempted to opppfe his landing, 
poflefled himfelf of the neighbouring country p ; but the 
progrefs made by Ccrdic ftill more alarihed the Britons ; 
and therefore, feven years after the arrival of Porta, and 
fixty aftet the firft coming of the Saxons, Nazaleod, whom 
Jicnry of Huntington ftyles the greatefl of the Britifh kings, 
a^hmoled ^he whe^e ftrangth of Britain to impede his coiir 
quefts. On the other hhnd Cerdic, apprifed of the dan*- 
that threatened him, had recourfe to Eik, king of Kent^ 
to Ella king of the South Saxons, and to Pprta and his fons, 
who fent him confiderahle fupplies. [With thefe he adr 
Vattced againft the Britons, himlelf leadipg the right wing^ 
his fon Cepric condu^ng the left* 

• Bad* lib* u* cap. I Huatiog. hh* & 49«» 
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A$ the two armies. approached each orhe^, Naaaleod, per- 
ceiving the enemy’s ight wing to be much tjjie Wronger of 
the two, charged it with the flower of hi| army, and ob- 
liged Cerdic, after an obftinate refiftancei to efcape J.>y 
flight; but, as he was purfiiing the fugitives with more heat 
than caution, Cenric, falling upon his rear, renewed the 
battle with fuch vigour, that the Britilh army was utterly hritijh 
defeated, and Na?aleod himfelf flain, with five thoufand of H 
his men. Who this Nazaleocj was, is ijiuch controverted : 
fome think it may be the Britifli name of Ambrofiiis, wijo, hy C#rX« 
as Gildae informs us, fought, «hout this time, feveral bat- 
tles with the Saxons ; otlfers aflert it was the name of his 
brother Uther Pendragon ; but the ftory of Uther Pendra- 
gon is nowdeenied fabulous by all the Britifli antiquaries. 
A^atthew si Weftminlter fpeaks of Nazaleod, whom he 
calls Nathanliotb, not as a king, but only the general of 
Uther Pendragon, by whom he was fent againfl: the^axons, 
who flew him, and fifteen thoufand of his men . but the 
Saxon anrials of Etbelwerd, Florence of Worceftcr, and 
Henry of Huntington, agree in diftingufftiing him with 
the title of king. Uflier conjecStures Uther and Naza«» 
leod to be one and the fame perfon, the furnamc Uthtr^ fig* 
nifyiifjg iu the Britifli tongue terrible, hiiving been given 
him on account of his great atchievements **. But as this 
is the darkeft period of the whole Britifli hiftory, our beft an- 
tiquaries can allege nothing bqf mere conjectures to fupport 
it. It is even uncertain who fucceeded Nazaleod. The 
Welfli annals leave an interregnum of about fix years, and Arthur 
place the beginning of Arthur’s reign in 514, or 515. The A'*"'* 
learned Ufher fuppofes him to have been the fon of Naza- 
leod, called alfo Uther. Some have doubted whether there 
ever w'as fuch a perfon ; but the geneiality of our hiftorians 
not only agree, that there was a prince of that name, but 
that he made a powerful refiftance againd the Saxons. 

Some aver, that he was king of all Britain ; while others 
confine hifr kingdom to Cornwall (Y). 

Nennius, 

q Vide UiT. in Primord. g. 4^6, 467, 

(Y) The following account bury, reft the renowned king 
was hung up in the inonaftery Artbj|r,^he flower of the Bri* 
pf Glalbnbury, and was to be |:ifli.kmgs»> and Guenbumara bis 
feen there till the dilTolutipn of queen, who, departing this life, 
the faid mouaftery ; “ In this were honourably Interred near 
ifland, which is called the illand the old church, between two 
of Avalonia, nay, in this bu- done pyramids, where they lay 
rying-placeof faintsat-Qlafton- many years, till the time of 
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Ncrvurtw, wholived about three hur^red years after him, 
tells us, that he defeated the Saxons iw* twelve different bat- 
tles. The firft if thefe was fought near the mouth of a 
<^taih river, called Glein, or Gleni, placed by fome in De- 
Vonfhire, by others in Lincolnfhire : the fecond, third, 
fodrth, and fifth, near the river Duglas, in the country of 
Linvis, or Linnis. This river fome fuppofe to be the Dug, 
ct Due, in Lincolnfhire ; others the Dugles, near Wigan 
in Lancafbire. ^ The fixth b.^tile was fought on the banks 
ofea river called Baffas, fuppofed hy fome to run by the 
town of Boflon in Lincolnfliire ; the feventh in the wood 
of Chelidon, Called in the BriLiftiManguage Cattorit Celldon. 


Henry de Soili, who was abbot 
of the place aftei^ the burning 
of the faid church. This ab- 
hc^ being importuned by many 
petfons, ordered fome to dig 
between the pyramids for the 
bodies of the abo^e mentioned 
king and queen. . Having dug 
very deep, they at length dif- 
covered a' great wooden coffin 
clofc fhut, which t 4 iey*opened, 
and found in it the king’s body, 
with a leaden crors,.on which 
was the following inferiprion i 
“ Here lies buried the renowned 
king Arthur in the ifland Ava- 
Jonia.’* Then thej' opened the 


queen’s grav', ’and found her 
lying with her haiit difheveled, 
as if fhe had been but juft bu- 
ried ; which, however, fell to 
afhes as foon as touched. The 
abbot and convent, with great 
joy, toojk thence their remains, 
and placed them in the greater 
church, in a tomb which w'as 
cut in a rock, and divided into 
two parts, the king’s boliy be- 
ing by itfelf at the head of t)ie 
tomb, and the queen’s in the 
eaftern part of it. On the tomb 
were engraved their feveral epi- 
taphs ; 


“ Hie jacet Arthurus, flos regum, gloria regni, 

Quern mores, probitas, commendant laiide perenni. 

Here Arthur lies, the flowV of kings, and glory of his land, 
Whofc virtuous deeds, and probity, a lafting praile command* 

Arthur! jncct hlc conjnx tumulata fecunda, 

Quas meiuit coelos virtutum prole fecunda. 

• ** King Arthur’s fecond confort does b^iehth this marble lie, 
Whofe fruitful virtues merited place in heav’n moft high.” 
Wc are told, that, in*the king’s the church of Glaftonbury, till 
body were plainly (beif the the diffolution of that mona^?- 
marks of fen wounds, one of tery, and there feen and care- 
whicb Only feemed mortal. What fully viewed by Leland (i ). His 
Qiraldus ^Gamfbrenlis4l^r^8 of tomb was difeovered in the reign 
bis ftatu^, and the dlmenfions of Henry II. about the year 
of his body, is unqueftionably 1 189, that is, fix hundred years 
fabulous i The leaden croi^ after his death'. 7 
was preferved in the treafury of 


(1} Lclandi apad Uifi p* lac* in AlTert. Arturii. 

Matthew 
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Matthew of Weftminfter gives us a very aircumftantlal ac- 
count of this battle^but is, in our opiiiionj^ fo fabulous, 
that it does not deferve a place in hiftory ^ The eighth 
battle occurred near the caftle of Suinilion ; the ninth n^ar 
the city of Lergis or Leogis, called in the Britifh tongue 
Kaerleon ; the tenth in the neighbourhood of the river Ri- 
brot or Arderic \ the eleventh on the hill Brenion, fuppofed 
to be fome where in Somerfetfliirc ; and the twelfth on thc^ 
hill of Baden. Gale thinks tl^Tc battle. % were fought in the 
fpace of forty years, under Vortigern, Ambrofius, ^id 
others, though tliey have bcen*all aferibed to Arthur. 

Cerdic, •having fuftain(?d great lofles in the many battles fftrw fup* 
that vver^ fought with the Britons, fent over to Germany plies of 
for new fuppti^%45 which arriving in three fhips, under the 
command %f Stiif and Witgar, his two ncf)hews, landed at 
Cerdiolhore, where they were attacked by the Britons, andlVit^ 
whom they put to flight. In this year, 514, died Eflc, the gai\ 

Ion of Hengifl, and fecond king of Kent, and was lucceeded 
by his fon, Otta, who reigned twenty*two years ; but we 
find no exploit worthy of notice afcrib^tc^him. The fame 
period is dirtinguidied by the death of Ella, the firft king of 
the South Saxons, who reigned twenty-four yeafs, and left 
his cft)wn to his fon Cifla, the fuppdfed, founder of Chi ^ 
chefter. About this time Cerdic, after he had been twenty- 
four year^ in the ifland, and made {limfelf mafter of a very 
large territory, took upon hinofelf the title of king, ^and 
founded the third kingdom in the nation, called the king- th third 
dom of the Weft Saxons, comprehending Deyonfhire, 
Dorfetfhire, Somerfetftiire, Wiltftiire, Hampfliire, and 
Berkfture, to which was afterwards added Cornwall, taxons. 
ill fubduing thefe countries, Cerdic, though reinforced 
with continual fupplies from Germany, pafl'cd twenty- 
four years ; a circumftancc which iliews that the Britons 
did not tamely give up their territories. The fame year 
that Cerdic aflumed the regal title, he gave battle to the 
Britons at a place called > Cerdic’s-ford, fuppofed to be 

Charford, in Hampfliire. , . • r 

The Saxon Annals inform us, that Aoin this time for- Cerdie 
ward, the royal offspring, meaning the offspring of Cer- 
die, reigned over the ^VeftSaxotlS5 an exprefiion which 
probably implies, that Cerdic won the day, and, by this 
victory, fecured the crown to his pofterity. No mentionis 
made of Cerdic till feven years after this battle, when we 

find hinuagain engaged -with the Britons at a place called 

Cerdic’s-««, or CerdicVlcague, fuppofed to be Chctdley, 


t Weftm. ad ann. 524. 
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in B^ckix^haniflvre • ; but whether the Saxons conquered, 
or the Britons^ we are left in ignoranrip. All we can learn 
fr^m the Annals is, that, after this battle, Cerdic reduced 
th^ ifle of Wight ; a convincing proof, that the battle had 
been favourable to him. He is faid to have ceded the ifle 
of Wight to Stuf and Witgar, his two nephews, who maf- 
facred an incredible number of the inhabitants, at a place 
called from the latter Witgaraburgh, and now, by contrac- 
tion Carilbroke. TJenry of Huntington gives us very par- 
ticular acccunti of thefe battles ; but as we are convinced 
he did not copy them from«.any authentic or credible wri- 
ters, we forbear entering with hiih into particulajrs. 

Gildas, a writer of unqueftionable authority, who lived 
in thofe times, tells us, that a great battlf-* '--i-aS fought on 
Badon-hill, fuppofed to be Banfdown, near Batk, in which 
the Saxons were entirely routed by the Britons *. This 
battle are informed by Nennius » and after him moft of 
owr hiftorians, to be the laft of the twelve fought by king 
Arthur. In this, combat the Saxons received fuch a re- 
pulfe, that, for «mij years, they avoided molelUng the Bri- 
tons. *thc Britons ftill enjoyed the peace and tranquility 
which fo %nal a viiflory produced, when Gildas wrote his 
act;pun^ dt :he d^rud^ion of Britain, forty-four years after 
the battle was fought "• Notwithftanding the peace which 
prevailed, the Saxons, who were continually flocking over, 
and making new encroachments, founded, according to the 
Saxon Annals, in the year 527, a fourth kingdom, called 
the kingdom of the Eaft Saxons, comprifing ElTex, Middle- 
fex, and part of Hcrtfordlhire. This kingdom was be- 
gun by Erchenwin, defeended from Saxnat. To Erchen- 
win fucceeded, according to Henry of Huntington, his fon 
Sleda, whom William of Malmefbury records as the firft 
of the Eaft Saxon kings, and the tenth from Woden. 
About fifteen years after founding of the Eaft-Saxon king- 
dom, about the year 542, the great king Arthur is fuppofed 
to have died, and to, have been fucceeded by his kinfman 
Conftamine \ but the moft ancient Britiih chronicles leave 
an interregnuih of •near eleven years, without fo much as 
mentioning Conftantina. 

In the year 547, Ida, fhe tenth bydefeent from Woden, 
founded the ' fifth kingdjom in this ifland, called the king- 
(iam^%f North urnberismd, as it comprifed that part of the 
Britilh provinces that lies north of the Humber. Otta 
and Ebufa had, at the' interceflion of Hengift, ^n allow- 

» Sax. Annal. ad Ann. 517. , t Gild. cap. 26. p. ito- 

"** Vide Uir.p. 477, 
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td by Vortigern to fettle in thofe parts, ender pretence of 
making war on the Scots and Pidls, and fccwring the nor- 
them provinces againft their incurfions. Thefe, having 
driven out the ancient inhabitants, feized on thofe coun- 
tries for themfelves, and held them as inferior governors 
and vafTals to the kings of Kent For the fpace of a hun- 
dred years, the princes of Northumberland continued fub- 
je6i: to the kings of Kent ; but in the courfe of this year 
547, the principality was changed into* a kingdom, Ida, a 
perfon no lefs famous for his virtues than his birth, alltun- 
ing the title of king of J^orAumberland» This province 
proved a jjBwerful kingdom ; for it comprehemled all York- 
fhire, Cftnc^ihire, Durham, Cumberland, Weftmorland, 
and North umfc^Jand , with part of Scotland, as far as 
Edinburg!? Frith. Ida was not, according to Matthew of 
Weftminfter, fon to any of thofe princes who governed 
Northumberland before it became a kingdom, ah ad- 
venturer lately arrived from Germany, and railed to the 
throne on account of his extraordinary merit. He reigned 
near twelve years with great applaufe, built a town, 
which he called Bebanburgh, now Bamborougb, in Nor- 
thumberland, from his wife Bcbba Upon his death 
the kingdom of the Northumbrians was divided into two, 
and as one was fituated fouth of tjie Tyne, it was called 
Deira ; and the other, extending from that river to Edin- 


burgh Frith, Bernicia, • 

In the year 561, Ethelbert commenced his reign in Kent. 
Being young and ambitious when he afeended the throne, 
he was the firft who excited civil wars and difturbanccs 
amongft the Saxons themfelves, claiming, as king of the 
moft ancient Saxon kingdom, an authority over the reft. 
This claim he attempted to fupport by force of arms ; but 
being twice defeated, he, who at firft was formidable, foon 
grew into contempt. Ceaulin, king of the Weft Saxons, 
and his fon Cutha, having purfued him into his own domi- 
nions, flew, at Wibbandun, Oflac and Cnebba, two of his 
chief commanders. By means of thefe civil contefts among 
the Saxons, but chiefly by the late victory gained on Badon- 
Wll, the Britons lived, at leaft {of the fpace of forty-four 
years, unmolefted by their common enemy : but the peace 
they enjoyed, proved more deftruftive to them than any 
War; for in this interval they abandoned themfelves to all 
manner of vice and debauchery to fuch a degree, that, the 
principles of truth and juftice being totally fubverted, fcarce 
any traces of them remained either In the clergy or laity, 
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in the people or <«heir princes ; fo that they became odious 

to all the ne^hboiiring nations : butdiow far injuftice, ir- 

reHgion, and immorality, prevailed among all ranks of 

men, will appear from the words of Gildas, the Britifli 

hiftorian. 

In the epiftle, which he wrote while livii-ig in Armorica, 
gdnep of he fays, “ Britain has kings, but they are tyrants; judges, 
but they are fuch as prey'upon the innocent ; the kings 
have wives, but abj^ndon thcrpfelvcs to harlots *, they fwcar 
frequently, but* perjure themfclvrs 5 they wage war, but it 
’ is an unjud and civil war ; they punidi thieves, yet have the 
greatefl near them, even at then' own tables ;* they ht in 
the feat of judgment, but fcldom obferve lhr-'*;»tilc3 of 
equity ; they proudly overlook the modeit n^./dniannlcfs, but 
countenance the audacious, though guilty of abominable 
crimes ; they /ill their prifons, but with men whom they 
^fConflan- have committed rather out of malice than for crimes/^ He 
tint I then proceeds to each king in particular, beginning with 
Conftantine then reigning in Cornwall and Devonihire, 
whom he calls ^ The tyrannical w'help of an impure Da- 
nionian lionefs,’* and charges with the murder of two inno- 
cent youths of the blood royal, whom he a/Tadinatcd in 
their rriother’s ar^is at the very altar, and under the cbpe of 
the holy abbot. He likewife inveighs again ft this prince, 
as one polluted with many adulteries, and other crimes. 
tutdof Au* place, he reproaches Aurelius Conanus wdth 

rtiius Co- adulteries, parricide, and greater cruelties than the former 
nanus, was guilty of. He adds, that this prince, hating the peace 
of his country, had, for the fake of booty and prey, foment- 
ed civil wars. Where Aurelius Coiianus reigned, is not 
fpecified ; but his fituation was not, it feems, very fortu- 
nate. Gildas hopes, that, being now'- left alone, like a tree 
withering in the niidlt of a barren foreft, he may call to 
mind tlie pride and arrogance of his 'father and elder bro- 
thers, who all came to untimely deaths. In the third place, 
foritfore, he applies himfelf to V'ortipore, whom he ftyles the wicked 
foil of a good father, and the tyrant of Demctia, or South 
Wales. He upbr&ids him, though advanced in years, with 
adulteries, falftiood, imd cruelty. In his latter days, 
repudiated his wife, ancf committed inceft with his daugh- 
ter. In the next place, our author comes to Cuneglafus, 
fuppofed by fome antiquaries to have reigned in North 
Wales; he is reproved for railing civil wars, for divorcing 
his wife, and marrying her coufin, who had vowed perpe- 
tual chaftity ; he was a great enemy to the clergy, haughty, 
proud, and infolent. Gildas concludes with a fevere re- 
proof to Maglocunus, the greateft, and likewife the mofl: 

wicked 
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wicked, of all the Britifti princes. He iiad depofed, of 
flain, many other kinf^s or tyrants, and is called hy our au- 
thor the Ifland Dragon, lie was tall in ilature, a great 
warrior, extravagant, arfd profuie. While be was 
young, he defeated his uncle in battle, and drove him from 
the throne : then, touched with remorfe, he adopted a mo- 
nadic lii'e, which he foon forfook, as he did foon after- 
wards his wife, giving the wife of his brother's Ton prefer- 
ence, who found means to ^flalRnate Jkt own hulbaiid, 
and Maglociinus’s former wife, i’his is tfie fubflancejaf 
Gildas’s reproof to the Britifh kings ; from which all we 
c.m colle^is, that there were, at this time, at leaft five 
king«-fn--,^ain, all guilty of enormous crimes ; but by what 
means they carnJko the crown, what adlions they performed 
during theft' reigns, who fucceeded each df them in their 
refpefitive territories, we are not told by any authentic 
writer. • 

From the kings our author makes a tranfition to the cler- andoUfle 
gy, whom, he iharply reproves as paftors in name, hut in ilergj, 
reality wolves, intent, on all occafions, no*- A) feed the flock, 
hut to pamper themfelvcs ; not called to the minifiry, but 
feizing it as a trade ; teaching the pecple, not by found 
doftrfne but by evil example ; defpifefs •£ truth, fabrica- 
tors of lies ; viewing the poor with an eye of contempt, 
whilft they fawned upon the rich, however wicked ; great 
promoters of other people’s aims, but very fparing of their 
own; feldom officiating at the altar, and fcarce ever with 
undefiled hearts ; flightly touching the prevailing vices of 
the age, but greatly exaggerating tbeir own injuries, as 
clone to Chrifl: himfelf; aiming at preferments in the church, 
more than Fleaven ; ignorant of the doiSlrines contained in 
the holy Scriptures, but artful, cunning, and pra6lifcd in 
worldly matters ; bearing their beads high, but having their 
thoughts and affcclions abje£l and low. He likewdfc taxes 
them with being gluttons, drunkards, and, above all, guilty 
of the enormous fin of fimony; and then addrefl’cs the laity 
thus : “ What can ye expedl, unhappy people, from thefe 
beafts, all belly ? Will they reclaim yoi!, who weary them- 
<iilves in cornmitting iniquity? SkaM you fee wfith their 
eyes, which are open only to gsni ? Leave them rather, 
left ye fall both blindfold into perdition.” Our author, at 
the end of Kis hiftory, gives a farther accoupt of the fad 
ftate of affairs, and general corruption of iftanners, in thofe 
times ; and complains, that the cities and towns lay in a 
ftate of ruin and defolation. Such was the fituation of the 
government and religion among the Britons during the 

peace. 
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poici, which produced by the viaory oa Badon-hill* 
and c^tuiue^ till the time Gildas wrptc, a fpace of about 
forty^four y«ais. 

_,Not long after this period began the kingdom of the 

• tri' ‘he provinces we now call Norfolk. 

, bufflolk, Cambridgcfliire, and the ifie of Ely; and was 
founded by UlFa, the eighth fucceflbrfrom Woden, though 

1, him feveral petty princes, who 
had fettled m Nor/olk and Sullblk ; but IJfta; more pow- 
er|ul than them, .Irove them all out, and reigned alone 
'In.'- ^ the fucceeding kings were 

ft u* ^’’5 S.ixon.s, tvho had been,, ever Cnee 

the battle on Badon-hill, either inaiflive, or engadt.H v’.civil 
^rs and quarrels among them felves, begoy-^^am to harafs 
the Britons, and, in a few years, drove them out of all the 
countries they held in that part of the illand, which is now 
known .by t he name of England : for Cutliwulf, the brother 
of Ceaulin king of the Welt Saxons, having defeated the 
Britons at Bedanford, now Bedford, taken from them four 
towns, namelyr Liganburgh, now Loughborough in Lei- 
cefterdiire, or, as others allcrt, Leighton in Bedfonllhiie j 
Lglelburg, now Aylelbury in Buckinghanilhire ; with Ben- 
iiiBgton and Ignplham, now Benfon and Evelham ki Ox* 
foi^fliire. Cuthwulfdicd the fame year he obtained this 
‘he fpace of fix years after, we hear of no 
^tion; but after that tinje Ceaulin renewed the war. 
Waving, with his fan Cuthwin, engaged the Britons at a 
place 111 Glouceftcrfliire called Dcorham, he flew three of 
their kings, Comail, Condidan, and Farinmaile ; and took 
three of their chief cities, Glewanccfter or Gloucefter, Ci- 
renceiler, and Bathancelfer, now called Bath. Who thefe 
kings were, we are not informed ; but fome conjeaure the 
Wt,™ he ‘he fecoml Aurelius Conanus, 

both mentioned by Gildas. We read of no other battle be- 

Wrol n Britons, though, in all likelihood, 

feveral Ikirmifhes happened, till feven years after the battle 
fif „ “'hen Ceaulin, and his fon Gutha, oppofed 

Ae Britons at a place called Frethan-leag. In this battle 
flam, and the Saxons were obligetT to retire ; Imt 
frelh fuccours leafonabfy arriving, they returned to the 
charge, routed the Britons, and took feveral towns ^ 

y®"’’ ^'^5). according to Henry of 
Huntington, a^ Matthew ofWeftminfter, was founded 
By Crida, the fcventh kingdom in this illand, called the 


T Hunting lib. ii, Malmf. lib. i. 
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Jcingdom of Mercia (Z). This, tbough«the laft ereAed nt 
was one of the largdl of the hnglifh Saxon Jcingdoms. h /‘■vroth 
comprehended the feventeen counties of Gloucefterlhire 
Herefordihire, Worcedtfrfhire, Warwickfliire, Leicefter- 
(hire, Rutlandfliirc, Northamptonfhire, Lincolnfiiire, Hun- 
tingdonfliirc, Bedfordfliire, Buckinghamfhire, Oxfordfhire^ 
.Sr.t!lbrdfliire, Sliropfliir^ Nottinghamfhire, Derbyftiire’ 
Chc-fliire, and part of Her'tfordfliire. 'I'he Britons were now’ 
confined within very narrow ^mits. Ifovre,ver, before they 
abandoned all their pofl'elTions on this Cde’the mountaWis, 
they once more engaged the Saxons at a place called VVo- 
den’ s Be^ h, near the ditch in Wiltlhire, which, by the 
neigWwClijgr^ple, is called Wanfdike, and, in the Saxon 
tongue, WoSBlAlic, or the dyke of Woden, and running 
through rift middle of the country, divided it from call to 
weft. J his battle Was a perfect carnage; but who were 
the generals on either fide, we can no where lean.. • Henry 
of Huntington only fays, that the Britons having drawn up 
their army.after the Roman difeipline, the Saxons charged 
them with their ufual boldnefs. A fliarp ingagement en- Tht Bri. 
filed, adds that writer, in which (#bd jrave the viflory to obtain 
the Britons ; for the Saxons were routed, and almoll their 
whol^ariTiy cut ofF^ In this battle the Tittons Were afTifted 
by the Angles, jealous of the overg/own power of Ceaulin Taxonsl 
I^ing of the Welt Saxons, whofe military genius, and great * 
exploits, had (truck terror into the Angles, as well as the 
Britons. After the lofs of this battle, he was driven out of 
his dominions, and forced to take refugee in fome other 
kingdom ; but whether in this ifland, or elfewhere, is not 
recorded in hiftory* 

From this victory the Britons reaped but little advantage 5 
for, being daily more confined, and harafled on one fide by 
the Scots and Bids, and on the other by the Saxons, they but an, in 
were, in the end, obliged to abandon their ancient feats, the end, 
and take {belter among the craggy and mountainous places obliged to 
in the weft of the ifland, whither iheir cruel enemies could 
iiot eafily purfue them. There they long continued a war- other parts^ 


* Hunting, ubi Aiprat 


( 7 J) Whence it took that 
name is uncertain ; fome de- 
riving it from the river Meffe ; 
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( 2 ) Ca’rad. in Cornaviis. 
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like nation, defending their liberty, and, though fepa^aten 
from the Saxons by a deep ditch, the^ork of Uffa king of 
the Mercians, making frequent inroads into the Saxon, or, 
as we may now ftyle them, the Engh’fh territories, which 
they ravaged with lire and fword^ "i he Britons, upon their 
retiring into Cambria, or Wales, divided that country, as 
we read in the fame author, into fix regions, Guynedb, 
Powys,. Dehenbarth, Reynuc, Efyluc or Sylluc, and Mor- 
ganiic or Morgan. ^ Each of tbefe regions or diftiic!fs was 
governed by own king till the year 843, when lloderic 
the Great became folc nic^iarch of Cambria or Wales, 
which, at l^is death, he divided among his thijee foiis, as 
we (hall relate in a more ample manner in a pr^.:f.'''.pjace. 
Some of the Britons were driven into (^i;si';vall ; others, 
according to the* learned antiquary, whom wc hrve quoted, 
fettled in the moll fouthern parts of Scotland, and in the 
neighbQurhood of Cariifle, and continued there till the year 
871, when they were driven out by the Scors and Englilli, 
and forced to take flielter an)ongii: their countrymen in 
that part of Cambria or Wales which, by the Latin writers, 
is flyled Venedotia, a^by us North W’ales. The Britons 
at firll pofieffed all tW countries beyond the Dee and the 
Severn, which tx^.o ravers, in ancient times, dividcd»Gam- 
bria, or Wales, from England, the towns, which Hand on 
the eaftern banks of thefe two rivers, having been moll of 
theih built to rellrain the Cambrians, or Welfli, from mak- 
ing incurfions into England. But the Englilh, having 
paffed the Severn, gradually feized on the country lying be- 
tween that River and the Wye ; hence all Herefordlhire, 
and that trzdi which was anciently called the Danifh 
Wood, with Gloucefterfliire, and fuch parts of Worcefter- 
fhire and Shropfliire as lye beyond the Severn, are Hill in- 
habited by the Englilh ; in former times, even fome parts 
of Elintfliire and Denbighfiiire were fubjefl to the kings of 
Mercia ; for UlFa, the moll powerful king of that country, 
ordered a deep ditch to be dug, with a high wall to be con- 
ftrufted, as a barrier between his dominions and the terri- 
tone's of the Cambrians, from the mouth of the Dee, a little 
above Flint callle, ovsr fteep mountains, through deep v^l- 
lies^iens, and rivers, to the mouth of the Wye (A). 


(A) This ditch, called by the 
Wellh to tbis,Day, Claudh UlFa, 
or the Ditch of Uffa,isflill to be 
feen in fcvcral parts; and all 
the towns, fituated on the eafl 
£de of it, h»re names ending t# 


fon or ham ; evident proofs that 
they were inhabitedby Saxons ; 
and the inhabitants of them 
are by the Wcllh Hill called 
Goyr y Mers, that is, the men 
of Mercia* 
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t!Jfldad tdls us, tTiat fome of the Britans, committing 
tlienifelves to the meift'y of the waves, fought for ftielter be- 
yond the fea ; and it is the general opinion, that they fled 
to their countrymen in AAnorica. That fome Britons h«d 
fettled in Armorica^ now Bretagne, before this time, is in- 
difputable ; though there is a great difagreenient amongfl 
authors as to the precife time of their firft eflablifhment 
in that country. They are faid to have made a fecond fet- 
tlement there in the reigrt of Conftantias Qhlorus, the fa- 
ther of Conftantine the Great, during the ufurpation ^f 
Maximus, and when the faxohs made themfelves niafters: 
of the iflan^. No ancient hifloriaii makes any mention of 
t h ei 1 n that country, either in the reign of Con- 

jlantiiis or on^sAimus ; an omifJion which gives us room 
to quellion^he truth of what the moderns *l'iave written on 
that head. All we know for certain is, that the Britons 
were fettled in that part of Gaul which, from thefn, was 
called Brittany, before the Saxons and Angles made them- 
fclves maftsrs of the whole country now called England. 

The Britons, who fettled in Armorica, Slaving, by de- 
grees, got the better of the natives, treated them much in 
the fame manner as their countrymen, whom they had 
left bctiind in the ifland, were treated by Phe Saxons *, f(5r» 
nOt to allege other teftimonies* Regalis bifhop of Vannes, 
fpeaking of the unhappy condition of the Armoricans, 
“ We live (fays he), in captivity»under the Britons, and bear 
a mod: grievous and heavy yoke/' The Armoricans, thus 
overpowered by the Britons, were blended with them under 
the common appellation of Britons, their country being 
called Britannia Armorica, and Britannia Cifmarina, in 
the fame manner as the Gauls, in other parts of Gaul, were 
indifcriminately called by the common npme of Franks, and 
their country called Francia. The Armorican Britons de- 
fended themfelves with great bravery againft the Franks, 
firft under petty kings, and afterwards under counts and 
dukes, as we lhall relate in a more proper pUce. But to 
return to our diftreflfed Britons at home : thofe who had 
taken refuge among the mountains beyond the Severn at- 
tempted, from time to time, to repoVer the countries they 
had loft ; but tjieir efforts proved Ineffeftual, as did the en- 
deavours of the Anglo-Saxons to extend their conquefts be- 
yond the mountains. Such of the Britons as fubmitted to, 
and lived among, the Saxons, were treated by them as 
Haves, and employed in the moft fervile ftations. 

Thus, omitting fuch accounts as are generally deemed 
fabulous, we have related the moft remarkable events that 
happened in Britain, from the arrival of the Saxons to the 
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retreat of the Britons into Cambria, or Wales. The vener^bfe 
Bede Cakes n(\ notice of what was trandfadled here, from the 
battle of Badon-hill to the converfion of the Saxons in the 
tinpe of pope Gregory the Great ; ft circumftance which does 
not a little incline us to doubt the veracity of what we read in 
the writers who fucceeded him. Tliefe had not better records 
or memoirs than that venerable author, but lefs difeern- 
ment, and more credulity; which, perhaps, may have 
prompted then] to. relate, an^l even believe, fuch things, as 
-did not appear to that judicious author fo well attefted as 
to merit a place in his hiltofy. Thefe, however, we have 
been forced to follow, for want of better guides, when 
abandoned by Gildas and Bede; but as we do,np"*.^'l4^ en- 
tire credit to what they relate, we are hMrrfSm exacting it 
of our readers.* The unfortunate Britons he^ng, in the 
manner we have related, driven into Cambria, the Saxons, 
Angles^' and Jutes, remained mailers of the whole country 
now called England, where they had already founded feven 
kingdoms, known by the name of the heptarchy. Thefe 
we fhall leave f6r the prefent, and pioceed to the hiftory of 
other more ancient nations. 
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C H A • P- LXXXV. 

The Ancient "State of the fever al Northern 
tions^ to their Incurfiotis into the Roman Em- 
pire ; their fever al Expeditions^ and mutual 
Expulfons^ till the Settling of the Htinns in 
Hungary ; of the Vatidals^ Vifigoths^ and 
Sueves^ in Spain ; of the Vandals in Africa-^ 
the Franks in Gaul ; the OJirogoths in Italy. 

S C T. 1. 

Of the Hunns, till their Settling in Hungary* 

n:hiancU r'jjrMiE Hunns, a fierce and favage nation, inhabited 
J, that part of Afiatic Sarmatia which bordered on the 
iht Hunns* Maeotis and the Tanais, the ancient boundary be- 

tlwcen Europe and Afia ^ Their country lay north of 

^ A nanaiaBw Marcel, lib, xxxi. p, 435, 441, Agatb^iih* v. p. 154 - 
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Mount Caucafus, which, extending from 4 he Euxine to the 
Cafpian fea, parts Afiatic Sarmatia from Cplchis, Iberia, 
and Albania, lying on the iflihmus between the two above 
mentioned feas In this mountain, or rather ridge of moyn- 
tains, were two narrow pafles leading out of Afiatic Sar- 
matia into Iberia, one of which was ^ciently called Porta 
Caucafia, but, in Procopius’s time, Tzur, and the other 
Porta Cafpia *, this lad, however, we muft diltinguifli 
from the famous Portae Cafgiic, or thiis narrow paffes in 
Mount Cafpius, which, at a great diftance to the foutlv of 
Mount Caucafus, divided^ Mefiia from Parthia. The two 
pafles in IVkmnt Caucafus gave admittance to the ncighbour- 
iii^ jiiir mli^i I I the territories of the Romans and Parthians; 
whence itH^^iilnifcft, that, according to Procopius, the 
ancient lefts of the flunns lay north of Mount Caucafus, 
and at a fmall diilance from it. In thofe feats called the 
pLilyfian region, dwelt the Hunns, divided into feveral 
tribes, but all comprifed under the general name of Ugri, 
changed afterwards into that of Hunni or Unni. In the 
authors, who wrote after the year of the Chriftian sera 376, tribes of 
when the Hunns firft broke into Europe, mention is made Hunns. 
of the Uturgurian, Cuturgurian, Onugurian, Vultinssurian, 
BuriS^nnian, Sabirian, or Gabrian, and Nephthalit» or 
Ephthalite, Hunns Piocopius acquaints us, that one of 
their kings had two fons, Uturgur, and Cuturgur, who, 
upon their father’s death, divided his territories among 
them ; and that fuch of the Hunns as were fubjeft to U- 
tiirgiir, were called Uturgurian Hunns 5^ and thofe,^ who 
fell to the lot of Cuturgur, Cuturgurian. No notice is 
taken by hifloriaiis of the other denominations* On the 
fouth fide of the Palus Mteotis, where it difeharges itfclf 
into the Euxine fea by a narrow channel, called Bofporus 
Cimmerius, dwelt the Uturgurian Hunns; and north of 
them, towards the Tanais, the Cuturgurian. 

The Ephthalite or Nephthalite Hunns, inhabited .9 rich ne Epk- 
country, bordering to the North on Perfia, and at a great 
didance from the Sarmatian or Scythian Hunns, with whom Hefhthantt 
they had no intercourfe, northeleall affinity either in their 
jperfons or manners. They were a pow’erful nation, and 
often ferved again (I the Romans in the Perfian armies; 
but, in the reign of the emperor Zeno, being provoked by 
Perozes, king of Perfia, who laid claim to part of their 
country, they defeated him in two pitched battles, over-raii 
all Perfia, and held it in fubjeaion for the fpace of two 

c Aqatb. lib. ix. p. 1 54. Procop. ibid. Pauh Warneftid. Mifcel. 
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yean, obliging Cabadc^, the fon and fucceflbr of Perozes, 
to pay them an annual tribute. Thofe Hunns, called by 
the writers oi thofe times the White Hunns, did not wan- 
de]r, like the others, from place to place ; but contented 
with their own country, which fupplied them with all ne- 
ceflaries, lived under a regular government, fubjeft to one 
prince, and feldom made inroads, unlefs provoked, either 
into the Perfian or Roman territories. They lived accord- 
ing to their, own Jiaws, and^dealt uprightly with one an- 
other^. as well as with the neighbouring people. Each of 
their great men ufed to choofe twenty or more companions, 
to enjoy with him his wealth, and partake of aH his diver- 
but, upon his deceafe, they were all buri^**? him 
in the fame grave. This cuftom favours oife^fe^fTbarity ; but 
in every other reipe^l the Nephthalite were a Hmore civi- 
lized nation than the Scythian Hunns, who, making inroads 
into the empire, filled moft of the provinces of Europe 
with blood «nd daughter. 

mnttan or latter Were, according to Ammianus Marcellinus, 

Scyiht4tn ^ ftvagc pcbplcj' exceeding in cruelty the moft barbarous 
iiunns, nations. They begin to pra£life their cruelty, fays Jor- 
nandes^ upon their children the firft day they come into 
Urns and world, cutting and mangling the cheeks of their Aiales, 

manngrs. prevent the growth of hair, which they confidered con- 

trary to the fentiments of other nations, as unbecoming 
and unmanly. They had, perhaps, in this pradlice another 
viewj which Jornandes ftems to infinuate elfewhere, name- 
ly, to ftrike terror into the enemy with their countenances 
thus diftorted **. They had no other food but roots and 
raw meat, and no houfes, or even huts ; but lived conftantly 
expofed to the air in the woods and on the mountains, 
where, from their infancy, they were inured to hunger, 
third, and all manner of hardfhips : they had fuch an 
averfion to houfes, which they called the fepulchres of the 
living, that when they went mto other countries, they 
could hardly be prevailed upon to crofs a threfhold, not 
thinking therrifelves fafe when (hut up and covered. They 
were accuftomed tfven to eat and fleep on horfeback, fcarce 
ever difmountingj a euftom which in all likelihood 
duced Zofimus to aver, that the Hunns could not walk ^ 
They covered their nakednefs with goat fkins, or the 
fkins of a fort of mice fewed together. Day and night 
were indifferent to this favage people, as to buying, fell- 
ing, eating, and drinking. They had no lavy, nor any 
kind of religion; but complied with their inclinations, 

^ Jorn. Rer. Goth. 94. p. 643. lib. iv. p. 747* 

without 
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svithout the leaft reftraint, or diflin£li0n between good 
and evil ^ In wai^ they began the battle with great 
fury, and a hideous noife ; but if they met with a vigorous 
oppofition, their fury abated after the firft onfet ; a»d, 
when once put in diforder, they never rallied, but fled in 
the uimoft confufion. They were quite unacquainted with 
the art of befieging towns ; and it is obferved, that they 
never attacked the enemy’s camp. They were a faithicfs 
nation, and thought themfeUes no loiger^ bound by the 
moft folemn treaties than they found their advantage* in 
obferving them. Hence ^^e often find them, upon the lead 
profpe6l obtaining more advantageous conditions, mak- 
ing^^ft^oi^ns into the Roman empire, in defiance of the 
moft folcnuih*»Khs and engagements. Several bodies of 
Iliiiins, after their coming into Europe, ferved in the Ro- 
man armies againft the Goths, and other barbarous nations ; 
they were even fuch mercenaries as to be willhig, for 
hire, to fight againft each other, being blind to every other 
confideratipn than lucre Of this difpofition the empe- 
ror Juftinian was apprifed ; and, by promffing a large fum 
to the Uturgurian Hunns, prevailed upon them to fall up- 
on the Cuturgurians, and drive them quite out of the em- 
pire ft 

I'he form of government that j^revalled amongft them ’fhirform 
was not, according to Ammianus Marcellinus, properly 
fpeaking, monarchical 5 for that author, treating of the 
Scythian Hunns, tell us, that they had never learnt to fub- 
mit to the authority of a king ; but that they were headed 
and conducted by fome of their chiefs. As to the origin 
of the Hunns, Procopius feems to infinuate, that they were 
defeended from the Albanians; and that they removed from 
Albania, lying on the Cafpian fea, into Afiatic Sarmatia, 
where they fettled. 

As for the name of H>anns, fome authors imagine them Their 
to have been thus nominated from one of their leaders 9 rigtn. 
named Hunnor; but of this Hunnor no mention is made 
by any ancient writer. They are frequently ftyled Ugri by 
Procopius, and other writers ; and the' word ugrcy in the 
^'lavonic language, fignifies aquatic^ that is, living in or 
mar the water ; a name well adapted to a nation living in 
wet or marlhy places^ and fuch were the ancient feats of 
the Hunns bordering on the Falus Mapotis and the Tanais ^ 

t Amm. lib. xx^i. p. 435— 437— 615— 6>8. Ififlor. car. ii. p. 197, 

K Aiiiraian. ibid. p. 439, 440. Prifc. de Legal, p 65. *» Procop. ^ 

Bell. Goth. lib. iv. 18, 19. Agath. lib- v. p. 155. * Vide 

Ludewig. in Vit, Juftinian. & Theodors, p. 5Z9. not* 704* 
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Ptolemy, in his ^armatia Europaea, mentions a people, 
whom hp calls Chuni, dwelling in his pme on the banks of 
the Bpryfthenis. Thefe the Huniis fubdued, and fettled m 
their country ; whence, from thejr name Chuni, feme de- 
rive that of Hunni : but, to dwell no longer on conje£lures, 
we lhall now give a fuccindl account of the feverai migra- 
tions and expeditions of the Hiinns, from their firfl: com- 
ing int^ Europe to their fettling in Fannonia, called after- 
wards from them Hungary, following therein Ammianus 
Marc^JIinus, artd other crcdfble writers, who lived in or 
ne^r thofe times. 

Yr. of FI. The Hunns, as we have already obferved, d\^elt on the 
eaft lide of the Pains Maeotis, now the fea of'j'7''^:;^he, 
quite unacquainted with the people and ct^p^SjfTes lying on 
cff^ey ppfs the oppofite fide,, till a hind purfued by fome liiiinters, or, 
the Palus as we ntul in other authors, an ox (lung by a gad-fly, hav- 
Maotui ing paired the marfli, fome Hunns followed their guide to 
the oppofite fide, where they difeovered a country more 
agreeable than their own. Hereupon, returning to their 
own country, thfy acquainted their countrymcn’with what 
they had difeovered ; and at the fame time informed them, 
that what they had. till then looked upon as a deep fea, was 
only a marfl), an^ might be pafled without the leafl:*- dan- 
ger Encouraged with this account, and defiring to fet- 
tle in a more fertile fbil, they pafled the marfli ; and cn- 
fubdue tering the country of the Ahns, who dw'elt on the banks 
the Alans, Qf {bg Tanais, and were tb*ence called Tanaites, they laid 
it wafte far and near, made a dreadful havock of the inha- 
bitants, and obliged fuch of them as were left alive, and 
able to bear arms, to enlifl: under their flandard. "1 bus 
^heyfall reinforced, they fell upon the Goths, by Ammianus called 
upon the Greuthongi, and by Jornandes Oltrogoths *, and fpread 
OJirogothsi cvcry-w^htie fuch terror among them, that Ermcnric their 
king, though a warlike prince, and conqueror of many na- 
tions, laid violent hands on himfelf, to zypid feeing the ca- 
lamities that threatened his people k Jornandes acquaints 
us, that Ermcnric, whom he calls Ermanaric, having pu- 
nilhed with death a w^oman named Saniolk, of the nation 
of the Roxolani, for tjie murder of her hufband, her t^^^o 
brothers, Sf^rus and Ammius, confpiring againft him, gavh 
him a dangerous wound in the fide ; which, with the con- 
cern he was under in feeing his country over-run by the 
Hunns, occafioned his death, in the hundred and tenth 
year of his age. He was fucceeded by Vithimir, who, hav- 

^ Jomand. ibid. cap. p. 6^, 645 , i Ammian. lib. xxxi« 
P-439»44P* 
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in’g bncd a body of Huntis, made for foii^p time a vigorous 
rcfidance ; but wasj^iii the end; after many lofles, ffain in 
battle. He left behind him a fon named Vftheric or Vi- 
tlcric, whom, as he wa^under age, he committed to the 
care of Alatheus and Saphrax j but thefe, though men*of 
known valour and cxperie^icc in war, forefeeing all their, 
ciTorts would piovc unfuccefsful again It the numerous and 
formidable forces of the enemy, thought it advifeable to and drive 
abandon the country they then held, and retire, with all out 
their people, to the plain's between the tor)*(lheiies and the 
D.inube ; widca country is ikovv known i)y the name of 
Podolia. 

king or chief of the Thervingi or Vifigoths, 
being of what had happened to the Ollrogoths, 

refolved t%be upon his guard, and prcpurird for a vigorous 
defence bn the banks of the Danaflus, now the Nieper, 
wliieh parted the Greuiliongi from the d’hervingi ^but the Difeai the 
Hunns falling upon him before he had the lead notice of ^i/igothf, 
their approach, he was pwt to flight, after having loft great 
mimhers dl his men, and obliged to take fiielter among the 
neighbouring mountains As the enemy, overloaded with their coun^ 
booty, purfued him but flowly, he built a waU with incre- 
dibict expedition for his own defence, extending from,the 
Gcrafus, or the Pruth, to the Danube, irt the country now 
known by the name of Moldavia All the Gothic nations 
being alarmed at this fudden^and unexpe^fed irruption of 
the Hunns, fuch of them as h*ad the good fortune to efcape 
the dreadful havock w'hich thofe Barbarians made of their 
people, refolved to abandon their country to an enemy 
whom tiicy were no longer able to oppofe, and to fltelter 
rhemfelves wnthin the Roman dominions, feparated by the 
Danube from the countries over-run by the Hunnsi Ac- 
cordingly they retired from their ancient feats, and, ap- 
p poaching the banks of the Danube, difpatched ambafladors 
to the emperor Valens, 'begging, in a mod fubmiflive man- 
ner, to be admitted into Thrace. 

The Romans were ftruck with terror and amazement, in 
hearing that fuch multitudes of Barbadians ’(vere hovering 
iibout the banks of the Danube, dry^en out of their country 
oy greater Barbarians than theinfclves. Valens, however, The Goths 
complied with their requeft, allowing thpm to pafs the Da- 
nube, and enter Thrace in fuch numbers, that Ammianus 
compares them to the fparks which at that very time ifiued 
out of Mount /Etna, and to the fands of the Libyan Oi^^re. 

Thofe were, for the moft part, Thervingi or Vifigoths, the 


« Amraian. p. 44c, 441. 
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^bje£ts of king fAthanaric. As for the Greuthongi, or 
Oftrogoths, tl)cy being likewife drivenrout of their country 
by the Hunns, flocked in fwarms to the banks of the Da- 
nuj)e ; and, encouraged by the reception their countrymen 
had met with from Valens, begged to be admitted within 
the Roman dominions ; but the emperor not thinking it 
^idvifeabie to comply with their requefl:, after they had con- 
tinued fome time on the banks of the Danube, they palled 
it in defpite of his< prohibition. Athanaric, king of the 
Thgrvingi, not*thinking it flafe to take refuge in the terri- 
tories of the Romans, on actJount of his having aflifted the 
ufurper Procopius^ retired, with*'part of his people, to a 
place defended by inaccefiible rocks, named ^i„:8t*-tda, 
having driven from thence the Sarmatians*ii?f3r the Taifali, 
whofe country fay weft -of the Gcrafus, or tlife,Pruth ”, 
Thus the Hunns, in the year 376, not only fettled in Eu- 
rope, beat made themfelves mailers of that vaft country 
which extends from the TanaLs to the Danube, and was, 
before their arrival, polTeflcd by the Alans, the Goths, *and 
feyeral other barbarous nations, whom they either drove 
out, or forced ito fubmit to their vicSlorious arms. 

We firtd no farther mention made in hiftory of the Hunns 
wh© fettled in Europe, till the year 38S, when great hum- 
bers of them are faid to have lifted under the Roman 
banner of Thcodofius I,” who was then emperor, enpourag- 
ing them, with large fums, tto ftrvc in his army, as well 
on account of their warlike difpofition, as to divert them 
from raifing diftufbances on the frontiers of the empire ^ 
The Nephthalitfe Hunns, who had continued in Afia, and 
were neighbours 'to the Perfians, as we have already ob- 
ferved, breaking into the Roman territories, over-ran Me- 
fop'otamia in 383, and even laid fiege to Edefla ; but were 
repulfed by the Roman garrifon, and obliged by a body of 
troops, confining chiefly of Goths, Tent to the relief oi the 
place, to abandon the ent€rprize,'and reijre?. The Eu- 
ropean Hunns firft pafled the Danube in 391, and being 
joined by the Goths and other Barbarians, committed dread- 
ful havock in Moffia and Thrace : but Sttiicho- marching 
againft them, totally defeated their army, and purfuing^ 
vigofoufly, furrounded them in a narrow valley, where they^ 
muft have perifhesfcwith hunger or furrendered at difere- 
tion, bad not Urcodoftus chofen to tonclude a peace with 
them, following therein, fays the poet Claudian, the per- 
nicious counfei of the traitor Rufinus^. 

fl Ammiftfl. ihjd. Jorn. cap. 25 p* 646. ® Ambrof, cp. xvii, 

p. 114, p Soemt. lib. V. cap. 1 1. p. 270. fur 15 Noverab. p. 34a. 
s Claud. deLaud. Stil. lib. t. p. 125, 126. 
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About four years after this event, m«395, the Hunns 
making unexpcdedljf an inroad into the eaft^n provinces, 
penetrated as far as Antioch, deftroying all the country 
witli iire and fword, and committing every-where unhea^d- 
Oi cruellies ^ St. Jeroni, Ipeaking of this irruption of the 
ilunns, fays : “ All the £all trembled when the difmal 
news was brought that fwarms of Hunns, coming from the 
far-diftant Mieotis, .and dv/eliinc; between the frozen Ta- 
nais and the country of the^ favage Mafhuretes, fcattered 
thcmfelvcs over it, and filled all places wiih blood ^lul 
daughter. While the Pioman trmies (continues that writer) 
were emp’jcyed in civil wars (that is againft the nfurper 
the cruel enemy roved, without control, where 
they pleareci,'*p^venting, by their fpeed, the report of their 
coming 'Chey had no regard either to religion or dignity ; 
no age they fpared, nor were they foftened by the tears of 
the crying infant ; but put thofe to death who hai fcarcc 
begun to live, and who, not apprifed of their danger, 
fmiled, when in the enemy's hands, at thofe very weapons 
that were immediately to dedroy them.” He adds, that the 
general terror and conflernation fpread as far as Paleftine, 
upon a report that they propofed to advance to Jerufalem, 
and plunder the holy city 

The Hunns having over-run, and plundered fcvcral pro- 
vinces, voluntarily returned home, loaded with fpoils> and 
carrying with them an incredilile number of captives. 

After this irruption they feem to have continued quiet for 
nine years, that is, till the year 404, when pafling the 
Danube in great multitudes, they entered Thrace, and 
having traverfed that province, penetrated into tad Illyri- 
cum, committing every-where dreadful ravages, and de- 
droying with fire and fword what they could not carry off'. 

In the following year, 405, we iind great numbers of 
Hunns ferving in Stilicho's army, which marched againd 
Radagaifus, who had invaded Italy. Thefc Hunns were led 
by Uldin, one of their phiefs or kings; and to him was 
chiefly owing the fignal viftory gained by Stilicho in He- 
truria *, for having with his Hunns furrtjunded one of the 
ihree bodies into which Rhadagaifu» had divided his army, 
ne cut them all in pieces, to thentimber of a hundred thou- 
fand men Uldin was well known to the Romans before 
this time, from the vigorous oppofition he had made in the 
year 400, againd the famous Gainasj commander of the 
Gothj^ the Roman fervice# 

T SoK. lib. yiii. cap. i. p. 753. • Hier Epitaph. Fabiol. 
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^ No pjmcc had hitherto dcferved better of the empire than 
Uldin ; Imt ^wo years after the hg»al victory obtained 
chiefly by his means over Radagaifus, he became, on what 
prcfvocalion we know not, an irreconcileable enemy to the 
{lomans; and pafling the Danube, entered Thrace at the 
head of numerous army, confifting of Hunns and Squiri, 
or Scyri, ii northern nation, fubjcd, in all likelihood, to 
the Hunns. As this irruption happened during the mino- 
rity of 1 heodofiusji. Anthe^nius, who had taken upon 
hinj the administration, exerted his abilities to appeafe Ul- 
din ; but he confiding too mMch in his own ftrcngth, and 
infilling upon conditions that could not be honourably 
granted, Anihemius ordered a body of Roman^^ to 
march againft him, at whofe approach feverU>€ihis officers, 
offisnded at his hJiughty and imperious behavioiii^ laid hold 
of that opportunity to abandon him, and join the Romans. 
This defcdlion alarmed Uldin, who retired with great pre- 
cipitation, and repaired the Danube, after having loft, on 
his hafty march, many of his men. As for the Squiri, the 
emperor’s tioopsi^comiirg up with them before they reached 
the Danube, they were to a man either killed or taken pri- 
foners: the latter were fold, and difperfed all over Afia, 
to prevent their e«cr returning to their own country By 
this overthrow, and one they had received in 381, from 
Tbeodofius the Great, grandfather to the reigning emperor, 
Theodofius the younger, thaj: nation, once very numerous, 
was almoft utterly extirpated*. 

From this period the Hunns feem. to have continued quiet 
till the year 423, when the emperor Honorius dying, and 
John, his chief fecretary, afi'uming the purple, they were 
prevailed upon by the celebrated Aetius, who had joined 
the ufurper, to efpoufe his caufe. As Aetius had been for- 
merly given to them, on what occafion we know not,* as a 
hoftage, and was become acquainted with their chiefs, the 
tifurper fent him, as the moft proper perfon, with large 
fums, to engage them in his caufe. Accordingly, a few 
months after his departure, he returned the head of fixty 
thoufand Hunns. •Upon his entering Italy he was met by 
Afpar, one of the gonerals of Tbeodofius, who, upon th^ 
death of his unde Honoribs, had caufed himfelf to be pro- 
claimed ^itemperor of thc'Weft. A bloody battle enfued, 
iX^ithout any cqnfiderab^ advantage on either fide ; but in 
the mean time Aetius, being informed of the death of the 
ufurper, who had been* taken and beheaded in B^jivenna 
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tfifee days before the battle, fubmitted to Theodofius, and 
pertoded the Hunne, not without diilributii^g confiderable They r/* 
fums among them, to return home ^ , turn hymt. 

However, Thrace wa# this year pillaged and laid v/jftc 
by fome of that nation whom Theodorec flyles Scythian 
Nomades. Their chief was Rougas or Roilas, who threat- Kovgat 
ened to over-run the whole empire, and lay liege to Con- ravages 
ftantinople itfelf®; but Theodofius, not in the leaft dif- 
mayed at the menaces of the ^rbarian, fommitted the evenr, 
according to his cuftom, fays Socrates, to Ihovidcnce, ^nd 
foon obtained what he depred^ for Rougas was killed with He is hiJUd 
lightniiij^ra plague broke out in his army, and fwept off ^vith hght* 
v^^Jnart of his men, and fire from heaven confumed 
moll of tbofe^Thom the plague bad fpared- This compJi- 
cation of filsfortunes llruck the Barbarians* with fuch terror, ^ 
that they retired voluntarily, dreading, not the arms of the 
Piomans, but the power of heaven, w'hich had evidently 
cfpoufed the caufe of Iheodofius. 

Six yeafs after this irruption, that is, in 423, we find the 
Huiins in poffelTion of Pannonia ; for i^tius, being that 
year difgraced by Valeniinian III. or rather by his mother 
Placidia, who governed during the minority of her fon, is 
faid Po have retired to the court of Rons, king of theHunns, 
ill Pannonia As the Hunns were in a great meafurc in- 
debted to Actius for the lands they held in Pannonia, Roas, 
their king, not only received that able commander with the 
greateft demon ( Ira tioTus of kindnefs and friendfiiip upon his 
being difgraced at the court of Placidia, but fent him back 
at the head of a powerful army of Hunns; which lo terri- 
fied Placidia, that Ihe rellorcd Aetius to all his employ- 
ments, and railed him to the rank of patrician 

In the year 435, a Itrorig body of Hunns, marching They join 
through Germany into Gaul, joined Aetius againlt the 
Burgundians, who, having been allowed to lettle in that 
part which bordered on the Rhine, had revolted from the dtansi 
Romans, and ravaged Belgic Gaul. Aetius, after gaining 
a complete vidlory over them, obliged Gondicarius their king 
to fue for peace ; which he granted, but fieither Gondicarius 
^or his people long enjoyed it; ft>r, in the beginning of 
the following year, he was cutofr, with twenty thoufandof Yr, ®f 
his men, by the Hunns, at th^ inftigation of Actius, pro- ^ 
voketi, as fome authors alTertS at their revolting again; 

' c/ •whom 
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wliile btticrs charge Aetius, oti this occafion, with breach 
of faiths and the blackeft treachery. Sberates telJs us, .-that 
the unhappy Burgundians, harafl'ed with the continual in- 
cur/ions of the Hunns, and bein^no longer in a condition 
to make head againll fo powerful an enemy, had rccourfe 
to Heaven ; and, repairing to a city in Gaul, there declar- 
ed their defire of embracing rhe Chrillian religion. The 
bifhop of the place in joined them a feven days fnft, during 
which time he pifli^jided them in the myflcries of our holy 
religion ; and, having admiuiftered to them the faorament 
ofbaptifm, he font them h6me /ull of courage and confi- 
dence. In this condition they marched againft th^ Hunns; 
and, finding them deditutc of a leader, 
dying the night before, gorged with imniodc^ffc sating and 
them, cut ten thoufand^in pieces, 
and obliged the rcll to fave themfelves by a precipitate 
Bu^un* flight, ^rom this period the Burgundians, adds Socrates, 
diarrs. Continued ftcdfalt in the Chrifliaii religion‘s. 

TA? Huftrts Notwithflatiding this overthrow, the Hunns, either this 
chiigithe year, or the following, marched with a confiderable body 
Goths to to the affiftance of the Romans againfl the Goths, who had 
been allowed to fettle in Aquitain, but not fitisficd witli 
H^honne, t^^'^oiintrics allofted them, had made themfelves inSllers 
* of feveral neighbouring .cities belonging to the Romans, and 
even laid fiege to Narbonne. The Romans called the Hunns 
to their alTdlance ; who, being led by count Litorius, fell 
upon the Goths while they were bufied in the fiege, pul 
them to flight, and entered the city, each horl'tman carry- 
ing with him two bufliels of corn ; which proved a very 
feafonable fupply, the inhabitants being reduced to the ut- 
moft extremity*. Idatius aferibes the raifing of the fiege 
to Aetius^, probably becaufe JL^itorius aded by his orders, 
he being commander in chief of all the armies of the 
Wedern empire. The Hunns, who thus fignalized them- 
felves againft the Goths, had, the preceding year, been 
employed by rhe Romans againft the rebellious Armorici, 
whom they reduced. From Armorica they marched a- 
gainft the Goths of Aquitain ; but, on their way, they 
plundered the province*of Auvergne, though belonging tc^ 
the Romans, whdm they ferved as auxiliaries. Litorius, 
after having gained great advantages over the GotK^ laid 
fiege to Touloufe, their capital but was, afterwards ^feat- 
cd in a pitched battle by Theddoric their king, and taken 
prifoner. About this time two chiefs of the Hunns, Bafic 

i Socrat. lib. vii. cap, 30, p. 37T, 371. e Profp.Chron. Val. 
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ai^ Curfic, having numerous bodies of Jieir nation under 
theii^ommand, canTi^ to Rome, and entered into the fer- 
vice of Valentinian III. empecor of the Weft s. 

Rougas, king of the lUinns, of whom wc have already 
fpoken* had been fucceeded, in 425, by Rouas or Koas, 
who concluded a peace with 'I hecdohus II. of which one 
of the conditions was, that the emperor fliould pay him 
a yearly penfion of three hundred and fifty pounds weight 
of gold. But Rouas refolving, a few ^ears after the con- 
clufion of this peace, to fubduc the Boifehi^ and other na- 
tions dwelling on the banks the Danube, whom Theo- 
clofius hadiitken under hi? prote^fion, difpatched one Elias 
to of Conflantinople, threatening to wage war up- 

on Theodoi^ife^^if he afforded them the leaft affiftance* 
Hereuponi^lintha and Dionyfius, two gcwerals of no fmall 
renown, were appointed to treat with the king of the 
Blunns, and divert him, if poftible, from the refolytion he 
had tnken. In the mean time Rouas died, and was fuc- 
cceded by his two nephews Bleda and Attila. News of 
the death of Rouas reaching Conftantinopk before the de- 
parture of the ambaffadors, they were ordered to treat with 
the two princes his fucceflbrs, and impowered to conclDde 
a lafliing peace; which they did accordingly, upon dif- 
honourable terms. Attila and Bleda being, in virtue of 
this treaty, at liberty to purfue tKeir conquefls, reduced 
fevcral northern countries ; infomuch that their authority 
was acknowleged by all the barbarous nations* from the 
Danube to the moft diftant coafts of the Euxine fea^. 
Among the reft: he fubdued the Acatziri, who dwelt on 
the north coafl of that fca, and were divided into fevcral 
nations, each having a diftinbf king. But the moft ancient 
among thofc princes had, it feenis, fome pre-eminence a- 
bove the reft; for Prifeus, who lived in thofe times, tells 
us, that the jealoufy which Couridaebus, the eldeft of the 
kings, conceived of the reft, gave Attila an opportunity of 
fubduing them all. Theodofius II. in order to unite them, 
and induce them to renounce the friendftiip of Attila, and 
enter into an alliance with the empire, 4 ent rich prefents 
^ each of them ; but the perfon, whom the emperor em- 
ployed on this occafion, not appl)Ping in the firft inftance 
to Couridachus, that prince, thinking himfelf, highly in- 
jured, acquainted Attila with what had pafted, inviting him 
at the fame time to come and jrevenge the affront. Attila 
availed himfelf of the opportunity ; and, haying imme- 
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cap. 35. p, 66 1. 

diately 


ThuidoJtMt 

H. payj a 
yearly pen 
/ion to iht 
Hunni. 


Bleda and 
Attila fue* 
ceed Rouas, 


77 /^ fuh" 
due fnany 
northern 
nations. 

Among the 
reft the 
AcatzirL 



144 


^hi Hifiory ef th Hums,. 


jfUtla 
points his 
pti iillac 
king ouer 
all the na^ 
iions bar- 
ifering on 
the Euxine 
fia> 

Re/obves on 
a new 
•war njoith 
the Rq» 
tnans^ 


Aitila and 
Mteda 
break into 
the Eafiern 
empire 


diately fent a powerful army againft the Acatzui, foon 
dbced ?(fce othgr princes, but fufFeretl Couridachus to^(E»njoy 
hts dominions undillurbed. ®ome time after, Attila invited 
htttb to bis court ; but Couridacbus, alleging he could not 
bear the prefence of fo great a god, prudently declined com- 
plying with his invitation, 'fhe Hunn, pleafcd with this 
apology, never offered him the leaft violeiice; but gave the 
countries belonging to the other Acatzirian princes to his 
eldefl: fon, named •Elbe, appointing him king over all the 
nations bordering on the Euxine fea. The young prince, 
in going to take pofiefiion 6f his new kingdom, had the 
misfortune to break his right arm by a fall from..his horfe ^ 

Attila having, with the alliftance of his brcj5^3tf-4i\.-da, 
brought under fubjedfion all the northc -r/ began, 
as his ambition Irnew no bounds, and his arms had been 
hitherto attended with wonderful fuccefs, to entertain 
thought* of reducing, not only the Goths fettled in Thrace, 
but the Romans themfelves, and making himfelf mafler of 
the whole empire. With this view, having drawn to- 
gether a very niAnerous and formidable army, without any 
regard to the treaty already mentioned, he patfed the Da- 
nube, and, entering Thrace, put all to the fword, without 
diftindlion of fexyaage, or condition. 

He and his brother Blcda took feveral towns and caflles, 
which the Romans had built on the banks of the Danube, 
to awe the Barbarians, and rjcftrain them from entering the 
empire K Among other towns, they made themfelves 
maiUrs of Viminacium, a place of great importance on the 
Danube in Upper MoeGa. The Romans, alarmed at this 
fudden inundation of the Hunns, advifed the emperor to 
comply with their requeff, and deliver up to them the 
bifliop of Margum, who,. they alleged, had plundered their 
treafure. The bilhop no fooncr underftood his danger, than 
he repaired to the enemy’s camp> and found means to put 
them in poGefTion of the city. Attila, elated with this fuc- 
cefs, difpatched a mell'enger to TheodoGus, requiring him 
to deliver up forthwith all the Hunns who had taken re- 
fuge in the Romaft territories, to pay him the arrears of 
his yearly penGon, whith had been ftopt ever Gnce he too|c 
up arms, and ^ fend proper perfons to fettle what fum^ 
(hould be paid him for the future. He added, that there 
was no time to lofe, Gnce he , could no longer reltrain or 
moderate tbe ardour of hiS troops, thirfting after blood and 
fpoil. TheodoGus, though not a little terriGed at thefc me- 
'naces, chofe rather to try the chance of war, than abamlcn 
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ihVe whom he had taken under his protaElion. He thcre- 
fonS^nly promifed t» fend proper perfons tcv Attife, with 
full powers to conclude a Jafting peaces Attila, not fatif- 
fied with this anfwer, pnirfued his ravages with gretgter 
cruelty than before, reducing feveral cities and Itrong- 
hoids, namely, Retiarium, Singidunum, Naiflus, and Sir- 
mium, formerly the capital of lllyricum 

The emperor was to fuch a degree terrified at the pro* 
grefs the two brothers made ip Moefia, •Thrace, and lllyri- 
cum, that, not thinking himfelf fafe at Confl:antinople,*he 
withdrew into Alia, and ^ontHiued there till the return of 
the troops he had fent againft (ienferic, king of the Van- 
dal^- 4.0^ ’’’horn he was forced to grant an advantageous 
peace". As to-^he iffue of this war, we are left in the dark. 
All we can learn is, that a peace was coticluded between 
Attila and Theodofius *, but upon wdiat terms’, we are by 
no author informed. • 

During this peace, Attila, unable any longer to bear a 
partner in, the kii^gdom, caufed his brother Bleda to be 
afiaflinated ; and, upon his death, obligee^ the whole na- 
tion of the Hunns to acknowlege him for their fovereign. 
He was obeyed by feveral other nations : jornandes places 
amort^ the reft the Goths, meaning, doubtlefs, thofc who 
chofe to remain in their ancient fe^ttlements, the Gepidaei 
the Suevians, the Alans, the Heruli, the Sarmatians, the 
Semandrians, the Squiri, the Sattagares, the Rugians^ and 
the Acatzirians He was foie mafter of all Scythia and 
Germany. Prifeus obferves, that no prince ever fubdued 
fuch numerous countries in fo (hort a time. His authority 
was acknowleged by all the ftates and princes from the 
Rhine to the moft northern boundaries of the Perfian em- 
pire, which he had once fome thoughts of invading, and 
might, according to Prifeus, have eafily reduced, and, 
with that addition of ftre^th, made himfelf mafter of the 
whole Roman empire**. The Romans declined giving him 
the title of king, and only ftyled him general of their armies, 
difguifing the annual tribute they paid him with the fpe-^ 
cious name of falary ; fo great was their^anity, when their 
^wer was at the loweft ebb { Thej^ treated in the fame 
wanner the kings of the Goths and Burgundians, who, as 
they were lefs powerful, thought tbemfelves honoured with 
the title of general ; but Attila reje£fcd it with contempt, 
faying, that the emperors had Saves for their generals ; 

* Prife. p. 54. m Theoph. p. 8S. Marccll. Cbron. ” Profp. 
Chron. Tb«oph. p. By, Marcel!. Chron, Cbron. Alex. p. 730. 
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his genei»als were upon a level with the emperor# 
themfelr^s. ^hen be entered Gaul ie 451, he wasa^epd- 
cd by a throng of kings and princes, who Rood treunbling 
before him, without daring to utter a word ; but always 
ready, at the leaft (ign, to execute his commands with the 
utmoR attention and fubmiflion. They referred all their 
differences to Attila, looked upon his decifions as oiacles, 
and in every thing fubmitted to him as to the king of kings. 
Among thefe kingSt were twQ, to whom Attila paid a parti- 
cuj^r regard, Valamir or Balamir, king of the ORrogoths, 
who had remained among the Hunns, a man of a frank 
and open temper, and an enemy to all art and diRimulation ; 
and Arderic, king of the Gepida:, a prince of great pws.'^tra- 
tion, inviolably attached to Attila ^ ^ 

U\i per- As to the perfon of Attila, Jornandes has lefts us the fol- 
qua- lowing portrait of him : he was black, low in itature, had a 
broad bread:, a large bead, a flat nofe, and fmall eyes. He 
had a paflion for war; but depended more upon his coun- 
£el than his fword, employing not only force and menaces, 
but frequently ccraft, and fometimes low artifices, and 
even falfhood, to obtain his end. He was conftantly form- 
ing new projedls, and vail defigns, afpiring at nothing Icfs 
than the monarchy of the univerfe. He was fo elates! with 
his great power and fuccefs, as not to hearken to reafon, 
fits pride^ bdweycr clear and evident The pride and haugheinefs of 
hi& mind appeared in all his^flions and motions, in his gait, 
haughty cycs, and looks ; inibmuch that no one could l^hold him, 
carnage* concluding that he was fent into the world to dif- 

turb its repofe. His prefence, joined to the reputation be 
had acquired, ilruck all who beheld him with fuch awe and 
terror, that very few ventured to approach him, or fpeak 
to him : however, wc are told, that an ambaifador fent to 
him by Valentinian III. appeared quite unconcerned before 
a man who made the world tremble. As the ambailador 
had juRice on his fide, he was not intimidated by his wild 
and menacing looks ; but, in fpite of the rage to which he 
abandoned himfelf, anfwered all his complaints without be- 
traying the leaR R:ar, leaving him at his de'parture calm, 
and capable of reafon^ though he had foundhim quite ou|- 
^he fup- r^geotts and untra£lable ^ In his time was found a fworc/^,\ 
pefedpmerd thought to be the fword of Mars, and on that account held 
ef Mare great veneration by the ancim kings of Scythia. It had 
fomc ages, and was faid to have been found in 
the following manner: a cowherd, obferving one of his 
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ccl^ wounded in the foot, followed the bloody traces to the 
piaci^ where ihe had eeceived the wound. There he difco- 
vered the edge of a fwotd appearing above ground, which 
the cow had trod upon. •The fword he immediately d^g 
up, and carried it to the king, who, knowing it to be the 
famous fword of the god of war, received it with inexpref* 
fible joy, as an omen that he was to extend his conqueds 
to the mod didant limits of the world. Prifeus, from whom 
jornahdes copied this account, fays, that nothing gained 
Attila fo mlich refpe£f and veneration, among the fupcrfti- 
tious vulgar, as the difeov^ery ftf this fword in his time ^ 

U'he fame author adds, that he was fo blinded with pride 
and^'Jir.bition, as to forget he was a man, and to fuffer di- 
vine honours t» Dc paid to him. 

He was, •however, poiTeiTed of fome gbdtl qualities; fof, Hisg^od 
to thofe who referred their conlroverfies to him, he admi- fuaUtUu 
niftered juftice according to the ftri£i:eft rules of •equity; 
tie treated his fubjedfs with great iliildnefs, fuffering them 
quietly to enjoy their eftates, and levying only filch fums 
as they could eafily pay. In his dominions no poor were 
feen oppreffed with tributes and taxes ^ He was ever ready 
to forgive thofe who fubmitted to him, and was never knowit 
to hafe abandoned thofe whom he had lonce taken under 
his protedion ^ He was fo far from placing his grandeur ^nefisf 
in pomp and parade, which ferve only to dazzle the eyes to pome 
of thd fenfelefs multitude, that„on the contrary, he affeaed andjhimon 
an air of fimplicity, and contempt for pageantry, and all 
kind of outward magnificence. His drefs was neat, but 
plain. He could not be reconciled to any gold, precious 
ftoncs, or the leaft ornament on his fword, or the trappings 
of his horfe, though in great requeit among the princes who 
attended him, and thofe of his court. Prifeus, who ac* 
bompanied Maximinus, fent by the emperor Thcodofius, in 
449, to the court of Attila, with the charaftcr^ of atnbaf- 
liidor, tells us, that they found him fitting in his tent on a 
Wooden chair. The fame writer followed him feveral days 
journey beyond the Danube, till he reached one of his moft 
magnificent palaces, which was built cnth-cly of wood, and 
ftood in a large village, and in a country where no wood of 
0 ones were to be found. Attila, fooli after his arrival, invited 
Maximinus and Prifeus to a grand entertainment, at which 
the guefts were all ferved in filver and gold ; but bcfofc the 
king was fet a dith of plain meat, of wnlch he cat but tcry 
fparingly, and on a trencher. He drank very little, and out 

* Prife. p. 54.. 69. 75. n Salvian. Maffil. deGubera. Ub. v. 
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of a woodijncup, ^whlle the guefts were regaled with g^at 
variety of liqUors in cups of gold, enViched with pr^/Kous 
ftones^ During the banquet, fomething happened, which 
mfde all the company laugh; but Attila, as Prifeus ob- 
ferved, maintained his ufual gravity amidft their mirth, 
without the lead fmile, or change of countenance. 
wi'vts. He had, according to the cullom of his nation, many 
wives, by whom he had almoft an innumerable ifTue. His 
favourite wife wasVTrccha or Recha, who refuled in his 
ca|Sital, and by whom he ha^ his elded fon Ellac, with two 
Others. Prifeus, who earned bee fome prefents, found her 
fitting on a bed, while her female attendants Tat working 
His chll. on the ground *. Among his children are mentioned'El- 
lac, his elded foji *, Dengizic, who perifheefin the war he 
waged againd the Romans; and Heniac, or flernas, the 
younged of them all y. Attila had an extraordinary edeeni 
and afledfion for Ellac, whom he chTiinguiflied above all his 
brothers, made him in his life-time king of the Acatzirians, 
and apj>ointed him his fuccedor after his death; but he 
did not long furvivc bis father, being killed in a battle foon 
after his accefTion to the crown. Next to Ellac, Hernas 
was the father’s favourite, the foothfayers having foretold, 
that he was to ou!live all his brothers, and fupport the fplcn- 
dor anjJ glory of his family. The fird part of this fuppofed 
prcdiSEIon proved true: as to the other, Hernas w.as fo 
far from maintaining the ♦glory of his family, that, de- 
clining to engage in the war which his brother Dengizic 
tindextook againd the empire, he contented himfelf with 
fom6 lands given him by the emperor Marcian in Little 
Scythia. 

But to refume our hidory r Attila being, by the death of 
hh brother Bleda, become foie m after of fo many nations, 
all ready to follow his banners, and execute bis commands, 
HtdeJ)>ifei looked upon the Roman emperors with fuch contempt, that 
4utdinjults he is faid to have fent, out of mere wantoniiefs, two Goths, 
the Raman ;||rith the charaiRer of ambafladors, one to Theodofius, and 
9 mperori. . other to Vale^tinian, with this haughty and infulting 
iheflage : ** Attila, mj mafter and your’s, commands you to 
jet ready a palace for his reception What anfwer the^r 
Jetnrned we are not informed: however, we do not find^'v 
Ihat Attilti broke the peace he had concluded with Theodo- 
till the year 447. It is true, he often threatened him 
With liodilities, but only with a view to obtain from him 
ihoney, corn, provifions, and whatever elfe he Rood in need 
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ofl^he Romans, who trembled at the veny name of Attlla, 
comyying, like fo nvny flaves, with all his c^emands, that 
hejuight have no pretence for attacking them. The am- 
bafladors he fent to Conlliintinople returned always loaded 
with prelents; for which reafon, when he thought any of 
his fiibje£is w^orthy of an extraordinary reward, he ufed to 
fend them, under fome fpecious pretence, with the charac- 
ter of ambafladors to Theodofius Attila continued thus 
fub jelling the majefty of the eippire, andinfulting the weak- 
nefs of Theodofius, till the year 447. when, no longer ja- 
tisfied with the annual penfioA paid him by the emperor, 
and the rich^refents yearly fent him, he declared waragainft 
thei^mpire, and over-ran feveral provinces; hoftilities which 
obliged Tlieodc!*fius to conclude a peace with him on terms 
highly opprobrious to the Roman name. * 

Soon after the conclufion of the peace, Attila fent one 
Edc::on to Conflantinople, with the charaifler of arfnballa- 
dor, attended by his chief fecretary Oreftes (B). As Ede- 
con feemed to be gre^vtly pleafed' with the fplendor and 
magnificence of the court, and defirous to continue among 
the Romans, the eunuch Chryfaphus, the emperor’s chief 
chamberlain, thinking him capable of committing, without 
remote, the blacked crimes, propofed t^ him the affaffi- 
nation of his prince ; which he undertook, tempted by the 
promifes of the eunuch. To this wicked attempt the em- 
peror not only confented, but, ip order to its being |hc more 

« Prife. p. 36, 57. 

(B) Oreftes was by birth a Oreftes,^ leaving the Hunns, 
Roman, that is, he was born a lerved in the Roman armies 
fubjeft of the empire. As he with great reputation, and wm 
lived in Pannonia, probably his raifed to the rank of a patri- 
native country, when that pro- cian, and appointed bytheem^ 
vince was yielded to the Hunns peror Nepos general of the 
in 430, he lifted himfelf among troops in Gaul; when, turning 
the troops of Attila, who, dif- his arms againft the prince who 
covering him to be a man of had entrufted him with them, 
parts, made him his fecretary. he drove from the throne. 
His father, named Tatula, had and cai^fed his fon Auguflulus, 
^Kewife fome conliderable em- in whom ended the Weftern 
ployment at the court of Attila. Empire, to be proclaimed em- 
Orefles married the daughter of peror in his room, ^ Oreftes waa 
count Romulus, fent by Valcn- at length taken prifonef in Pa- 
tinlan HI. on ai; embafly to At- via, and brought to Odoaccr, 
tila in 44g, and had by her a who ordered him to be put to 
fon called Romulus Auguftulus. death at Placentia ( i ) . 

(i) Evagr. lib. viL' cap. i. p. 33 3» Procop. p. 30*. 
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effcftualjy cxcci^tc 4 » difp^tched a folcmn cmbalTy to it-r 
tila, ftrialy enjoining thofc who attended the ambafla^prs, 
erpccially the'lr interpreter Vigilius, a bold and cntcrp/if- 
ing man, to be afliiding to Edepoii. Maximinus, who, ir^ 
4^2, had perfuaded th^ Pcrfians \o conclude a peace with 
the Romans, was at the head of this embaffy •, but as he 
was a man of an unbkmilhcd charaftcr, the emperor did 
not think fit tatruft him with the fecret. 
tiiepiot if Tj^e ambafladors no fooner arrived at the court of Attila, 
difeovirtd. jhan Edecon, either apprehenfive of the dangers attending 
fu^h a^defperate enterprize. or deceiving the whole time 
the traitors with more refined 'treachery, difrovered the 
whole to his prince ; who immediately caufed Vigilius to 
■ \)e feis^d, and fent back his fecretary Ore.fles to Conlfan- 
tinople, with the purfe in which the money had been 
brought, that was to have been paid to Edecon after the 
aflaffinjtion,- charging hjm to a(k Thcodofius and Chryfa- 
phus, whether they were acquainted with it ; to reproach 
the emMror in the fevereft tern^s with fuch a horrid piece 
of treachery ; apd tp ipfift upon bis inftantly delivering up 
lo him Chl’yftphqs, the author apd prmeflor of the plot •* ; 
hut the emperor, unwilling to facrihee the eunuch his 
chief favbnritc, iiiftead of complying with Attila's demand, 
difpatched the pat^rkian Anatolius and Nomus to the king of 
the Hunns, charging them to do all that lay in their power 
to appeafe hint, Anatolius, at that time comes domeGf 
ticorum,* that is, captain of the guards, had negociated a 
peace with Attila the year before : as for Nomus, he was 
one of Chryfaphus's particular friends, and generous to fuch 
a degree, that no one doubted that, with his rich prefents, 
JHiih he would foften Attila. It happened accordingly ; for At- 
'^€on!btra- tlk not only promifed to live in peace and amity wifh Thco- 
Wu' rclinquifhcd his claim to the coui^trics on the 

Roman fide the Danube, pardoi^ed Chryfaphus, fet Vigilius 
at liberty, liberated many Roman captives without ranfom, 
and difmiflbd the ambafladors loaded with prefents ^ 

In the following year 450, TbeodoCqs IL died, and was 
fuccceded by Marcian ; an event whiph Attila no fooner ua- 
derftood than he difgatched ambafladors to the new em- 
peror, demanding the ^nfion paid him by the dcceafe^ 
prince. Marcian, not thinking himfclf bound by the fhame^' 
ful trei^, which his prpdeccflbr had concluded with the 
Barbarians, difmilfcd the ambalTadors with this anfwer, 
that Theodofiqs was no more ; and, as for himfelf, he 
Jiad gold for his friends, andftcelfor his enemies. Attila^ 

Prjfc, p, 39 -:j54 S. « Prife. p. 7 S- 7 ** 
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p^volccd at this anfwcr, began to aflemble bis troopsi 
in\rder to invade t^e empire. Hereupon Marcian, who 
hadround the affairs of the empire in a nibft deplorable 
condition, in order to gain time, fentarolenin embaffy to 
Attila, at the head of which was Apollonius, a genera! of 
no fmall renown ^ : but the king of the Hunns, underftand- 
ing he had not brought with him the ufual penfion, would 
not give him an audience. He neverthelefs commanded 
him, on pain of death, to convey to him the prefents, which 
the emperor had fent him. • To this menage Apollonius 
anfwered, that the king ne^ed not demand, with fticr 
uaces, thills which he m!ght have when he pleafed, either 
as prefents, if he was determined to live in amity with*th^ 

Romans, or a^ fpoils, if, forgetful of the laws of nations, 
he thougl^ proper to ufe violence with an ambaffadorp 
Attila, choofing rather to lofe the prefepts than declare 
himfelf a friend to the Romans, or offer the fealt violence 
to an ambalfador, ordered him to /quit his dominions % 

However, not thinking it on the one hand advifcablc, at 
that jundbre, to engage in a war with Marcian, and, on 
the other, impatient of peace, he refolved to turn his arms Mila 
againft the Wellern Empire, then governed by Vatentinian 
III. % weak and peaceable prince. Roua. uncle to Attila, 
had concluded a peace with Valentinian a little before'his lentiniaa 
death, that is, about the year 433,* as wc have already re- llL 
lated. Attila, who fucceeded him, bad no fooner taken 
pofTeffion of the crown, than He was, with repeated letters Yr, of FI. 
and melfages, preffed by Julia Grata Honoria, Valcntinian’s 
own filter, to commence hoftilitics, and invade the Weftern 
Empire Honoria had been honoured with the title pf Au^ Hetsinfli* 
gufta, to divert her fronj marrying, there being at that gaudby 
time, no man in the whole empire, whofe rank anfwercd Honoria^ 
her high ftation ; and it was thought proper that Ihe fliould 
continue in a ftate of celibacy, thougn Honoria had 00 in- 
clination to lead a (ingle life ; but was compelled to it, and 
clofely watched by Valcntiiaian’s orders, or rather by 
her mother Placidia's ^ The young princefs therefore, no 
longer able to bear this reftraint, difpatched privately one 
of her eunuchs to Attila, prelling him to enter Italy at the 
head of a powerful army, and marsy ncr ; nay, Oie fent him^j 
either at this time or afterwards, a ring, as a pledge p/ her 
fidelity «. She was then about fixteen or fevent?c».. An 
tila, who had juft began to reign, not being willing to en- 
gage in this enterprize, Honoria fuffered herfelf to be dc- Herme%^ 

a TheoJoret. cp. 73. p. 94.*. * Prife. p*7», 73 * , ^ Jotn* 

Reg. cap. 44. p. 673. Gang. Ryzant.Fam. p. 67, 7 J* 8 Prife. p.4o. 
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one cf lier own domeftics, named Eugemis- 
t^racidia no fo^ner perceived her with ahild, than fhe c^fed 
to be confinqjjl in a private houfe, and foon after lent 
ISiei* to Theodofius at Conflantinop; 1 e Honoria cotiiinuecl 
fereiing Attila to make war upon her* brother ; but he, it 
leehis, not giving ear to her folicitations, prayers, and en- 
treaties, lived in peace with Valentinian till the year 451, 
•when he entered Gaul at the head of a formidable army, 
d^aring, that his^defign to make war upon the Vifi- 
1^^ ; that he*was determined to live in friendfhip with 
lISlfBomanls ; and that be bnly^^wanted to traverfe Gaul, 
pafs the Loire at Orleans, in order to fall upon hisene- 
the Goths in Guyenne and Languedoc^^ Being tk’re- 
fore looked upon as a friend by the credulous and unwary 
Romans, feveraheities opened their gates to hi^i ; but his 
men behaving, in the cities that had received them, more 
like enemies than friends, the other towns refufed them 
admittance. Hereupon Attila, dropping the mafk, befieged, 
tdokbyllorm, and plundered, many places in G.aul, The 
dtics that ftiffered moft on this occafion were, Tongres, 
Treves, StVifbourg, Spires, Worms, Mentz, Andernach, 
and moft of the towns in that neighbourhood ^ Attila, 
advancing intpth 4 country, and dividing his numerous'hrmy 
into feveral bodies, took, pillaged, and laid in allies, many 
other cities, and among the reft Arras ^ Befan9on, Toul, 
and Langres. The Barbariajis attacked the town of Laon ; 
but were repulfed with great llaugliter At Mentz they 
arrived the night preceding the folemnization of Eafter. 
Having forced the gates, and entered the city fword in 
hand, they made a dreadful havock of the inhabitants, maf- 
facred the priefts at the altars, and fet fire to the place, which 
foon reduced all the private and public buildings to afhes, 
fparing only the chapel of St. Stephen, if Gregory of Tours 
is to be credited, where fome reiiques of that faint were 
lodged ^ 

Attila appeared at length before Orleans, which he im- 
mediately invefted, the inhabitants refuling to admit him 
into the city. Innhc mean time Aetius, arriving from 
Italy at Arles, took cas^e to encourage, by frequent meften- 
gers, the inhabitants and*garrifon of Orleans to make a vi- 
gorous defence, afluring^ them, that, in a Ihort time, he 
would march to their alUftance. He had brought with him 
but a fmall number of troops, not doubting but the Vifi- 
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gdtes would join the 'Romans in oppofing the furious at- 
tacK^ which threatened both nations alike ; bpt finding the 
Vifigoths refolved to wait for the enemy in their country, he 
ufed all kinds of argumonts, to perfuade them to chaijgc 
that refolution, fending to them for that purpofe Avitus, 
who was raifed to the imperial dignity a few years after. 

The epitomizer of Idatius, fuppofed to have lived in the 
time of Charlemagne, tells us* that, on this occafion, the 
holy bifliop of Orleans, St. ^gnan, wts likewife fent by 
Aetius to 'rhcodoric king of the Vifigoihs* Be that a*s it AetlusU 
may, Theodoric yielded a| length to the reafons alleged by jomed ty 
the deputicL^of Aetius promifing to join the Aomans with 
all iis forces ag^j^infl the common enemy. This change of 
meafures in the king was highly acceptable both to the no- Itht^na^ 
bility and '^is people, who received the net\'s with loud ac- uon$, 
clainations of joy, occafioned by the eager defire they had 
to try their ftrength with the Hunns p. In the me*n time 
Aetius aflembled troops in Gauf, which were reinforced by 
the powerful fuccours brought him by Theodoric, who 
commanded them m perfon, attended by his cldeft and 
fccond fons, Thorifmund and Theodoric. Befides the Vi- 
figoths, the following nations are mentioned among the 
troop* that conipofcd the army of AetiuSji the Franks, un- 
der the condu£l of their king Me/ouee, the Sarmatians, 
Burgundians, Saxons, Armoncans, the Lifians, dwelling 
on the banks of the Lis in Flanders ^ the Reverins, or Ri- 
puarians, inhabiting the banks of the Rhine towards Co- 
logne, the Ibrions, by Valefius called Brions and Breons, 
and placed by him in Vindelicia, now Suabia and Bavaria, 
and feveral other nations of Celtic Gaul and Germany, 
whom the Romans had formerly commanded as their fub- 
je6ls, but who they were now glad to reckon among their 
auxiliaries and allies ^ Thus Aetius afiembled an army not 
much inferior in number to that of Attila. 

While Aietius was thus bufied in affembling his troops, Auilataka 
Attila puriued the fiege of Orleans with great vigour, bat- Orltami 
tering the walls night and day with an incredible number of 
warlike engines, till at length he becatne mailer of the 
jjhice. Valefius is of opinion, that the holy bilhop Agnan 
Ordered the gates to be opened, left the city mould be taken 
by alTault, and plundered And Gregory of Tours feems 
to infinuate, that it was not taken by ftorm ; for he fays, 
that the enemy entered the place, when the walls were 
fliaken with the battering-rams, and ready to fall, no 
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bretNCli being tbeij^made, according to that writer. On ^ie 
Other handy the word irruptio, ufed |)y Apollinaris Swo- 
niuSy and fi^ifying a violent breaking or rujhing tnl im- 
ports, that the town was taken ^by ftorm K Be this as it 
m^y, the Hunns had fcarcely entered, when Aetius and 
Theodoricy arriving with all their forces, fell unexpe^iledly 
iipon them, cut great numbers of them in pieces, and 
obliged them to retire with precipitation out of the town. 
Many of them threw thcmfelvcs into the Loire, and periihed, 
Attila, being obliged to abandon Orleans, retired, with his 
arihy, towards the Rhine ;^and having pafled Troies he 
halted in the plains of Chalons, choofing that place as mod 
advantageous for his Hunns, who were all cavalry ; being 
well apprifed, that Aetius, who clofely puAued him, would 
come up with him before he could repafs the RJiine. 

The Roman general, being informed by his fcouts, that 
Attila was waiting for him in thofeextenfivc plains, refolved, 
notwithftanding the enemy’s advantageous fituation, to ad- 
vance, and rifk the iffue of a battle. As he arrived late at 
night in the plains were Attila was encamped, the Gepidae, 
who ferved unuer Attila, and the Franks, who followed 
Aetius, meeting in the dark, engaged with fuch fury, that, 
on both fides, above fifteen thoufand men were left^dead 
upon the fpot»/' We are told, that Attila, defirous of 
knowing beforehand the isffue of the approaching battle, 
canfulted his arufpices, who, after having narrowly ex- 
amined the entrails of the lleafls offered in facrifice, and, 
according to their cufiom, feraped their bones, returned 
the following ani^er; That the event would not prove 
favourable to him ; but on the enemy’s fide, their chief 
man would fall in the engagement This anfwer greatly 
encouraged Attila, who did not in the leaft doubt, but by 
the chief man was meant Aetius, whofe death he was glad 
to purchafe at any rate, fince he confidered that great com- 
mander as the only perfon in the whole empire capable of 
defeating his vafl defigns. He therefore refolded to give 
battle ; but not to engage till the day was far fpent, that 
night coming on, plight prevent the Romans^from purfuing 
the victory w. He pl|ced himfelf in the centre, with the 
flower of his army around him, as if his chief care had bees>^ 
to preferve himfelf, and not to conquer. In the wings 
were polled the Oftrogoths, the Gepidae, and the other na- 
tions, under his banner. On the other hand^ Aetius polled 
the Romans, whom he himfelf commanded, in the left- 
wing; the Vifigoths, under the command of Thcodoric, 

I Sid. lib. viii. ep. ii. p. *46, o jom. cap. 41. p. 671. 

^ Idem ibid. cap. 37. p. 665. 
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ai^ bis fon Thorifmund, in the right ; and the Alans, with 
th^king Sangiban^ and probably the Franks, and other 
auxifiaries, with their refpedive leaders, in the centre* 

Thus were thofe fpacious^ plains covered with infinite num- 
bers of combatants, the flower of innumerable nations, 
ready, fays Jornandes, to deftroy each other, without any 
private pique or quarrel, but merely in compliance with the 
ambition of one man, which, in them, fupplied the room 
of the moft mortal hatred, and irreconc,ileabIe enmity. 

Between the two armies was an emint?iice of an ^afy 
afeent, which both parties drove to gain ; butAetiusand 
Thorifnuinj), having pofleiVed themfelvesof it firft, repulfed 
with dilTiculty the Hunns, who attempted to diflodgethem. 

This advantage' gained by the Romans in the very begin- 
ning of tbf engagement, excited their courage, and greatly 
damped the ardour of the enemy. The battle began about Yr, of FI* 
four in the afternoon, and is, by all writers, reckcyied one 2799. 
of the mod bloody and obdinate combats mentioned inhif- ^-45*- 
tory. A fmall brook, that eroded the plain, fweJled, fays Z, 
Jornandes; to a torrent, by the great quaniity of blood that 
was died. Aetius preded the Hunns on his fide; and ^ 
Thorifmund incedantly haraded them from the eminence 
he h:*d feized. The Goths, leaving Alans behind, * 
charged the enemy. Theodoric, notwithdanding his great theodme 
?ge, flew from rank to rank, encouraging his men ; but fell- king ofth§ 
ing from his horfe, was trampled to death. The Goths, 
though no longer animated by*the prefence of their king, 
preded the Hpnns fo vigoroufly, that Attila, no longer able 
to withdand them, at length retired, with thofe who fur- 
rounded him, to his camp, which he barricaded with all 
the carts and waggons of his army. It being night before 
the battle ended, Thorifmund, coming down from his 
eminence to rejoin his people, found himfelf entangled 
among the carts and waggons of the enemy, who fell upon 
him with great fury. On this occafion he received a wound 
on the head, and was thrown from his horfe ; but other 
Goths flying to his adidancc, be was refeued from the 
impending danger, and brought back to his camp. As for 
Aetius, he continued the engagement till night coming on, 

P.he enemy withdrew to their canip, when He likewife re- 
tired, not daring to purfue them, being ignorant whether 
tne Goths were conquerors, or conquered. The next 
morning difeovered a dreadful fight, the plains being al- 
moft covered with the bodies of the llain. But Attila, who He decUm 
they expeiSled would renew the engagement at break of day, afecMd 
kept clofe in his camp, and was rcfolved, as the Romans 
Svere afterwards informed, to burn himfelf alive, if they 
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had forced it, rather than fuffer liimfelf to be taken nfl- 
foner. He c^ufed a great noife to bf made in his 
and tb€ trumpets every where to found, as if he were upon 
the^ point of fallying out, and falling upon the Romans*, 
but, however, remained in his intrenchments : hence the 
Romans concluded, that he was conquered, and that his 
k)fs was great. However, not thinking it advifeable to at- 
tack him in his camp, as he had but a fmall quantity of 
provifions, they refrlvcd to k^‘ep him clofely blocked up \ 
the meaii'time the Goths, mi Ifing their king, fought 
him on all fides, and at lalt found him among the dead. 
His body was carried, in the fight of the Hunns:, with the 
greatell folemnity, and all polfible marks of honour, from 
the field of battle to the camp, where the laft-obfequies were 
paid him, in the midlt of which his fon Thorifmund was 
proclaimed king. Such is the account the ancients give us 
of this famous aftion, in which three hundred thoufand 


TkenMsn- men were llain, according to Idatius, on both Tides, and 
^ tvvo hundred and fifty-two thoufand, according to the Am- 

fterdam edition «f Jotnandes in 1655, including thofe who 
fell the night before the buttle in the Ikirmifh between the 
Franks and the Gepidse. Both armies fuffered extremely; 
and the Romans«claimed the vidory for no other rVafon 
than becaufe Attila remained in his camp the next day, and 
withdrew afterwards to* his own country, without daring to 
venture a fccond €ngageme!\t y. 

Thorifmuiid, greatly affeded by the death of his father, 
refolved to revenge it on the Hunns, and, at the bead of his 


Aetiui per-- Goths, attacked them in their camp ; but having firfl: con- 
Aetius, whofe known wifdom, and long experience, 
ntZuto weight to his counfels, that general advifed him 

rf/ur/t to return home without delay, and take pofleffion of his fa- 
kome ivith thei’s dominions, left his brothers, feizing on the deceafed 
ku Goths \ king’s treafures, fliould raife difturbances in his abfence, 
and give rife to p civil war. This advice Aetius gave with a 
political view, fearing, that, if the Hunns were utterly ex- 
tirpated, the Goths, no longer awed by fo formidable a 
power, might prove as troublefome an enemy to the em- 
pire as thofe Barbarians. However, Thorifmund, not fuf- 
pe£ling in the lead the zbal and fincerity of Aetius, readil/ 
embraced his advice, and returned to his own country 
and (ike- Thorifmund had no fooner retired than Aetius, by the 
Me- fame artifice, perfuaded Merouee, king of the Franks, 
fMe nvith brother afpired to the crown, to withdraw his tioops, 


' * Jorn, cap. 4-1 • p. 670. 67*. y Profp. Chron, Buch. Belg. 

p, $1 5. * Jorn. Rcr, Goth. cap. 41. p. 67 1. Du Chefne, tom. 1. 
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nntl return home. Thus he obtained thfe fpoils that were 
left ifi the field of baftle. 

When Attila was firfl told, that the Vifigoths were re- 
tired, he imagined it wai^only a feint, in- order to furpwfc 
him, and therefore kept for fome time clofe in his camp ; 
but being aftewards convinced of the truth, he refumed his 
courage, fays Jornandes, and began to hope for victory. 
However, he made no attempt, but retired quietly to the 
Rhine, with a fmall number«of troops,* acejording to Gre- 
gory of Tours; and his army molt certainly have b»en 
greatly weakened, fince h^ die! not offer to attak Aetius, 
even after t?1e departure of the Goths and Franks. Such 
wa!F the iffue of Attila's expedition into Gaul, fo much 
dwelt upon by the writers of thofe times. The ravages he 
committed* were, doubtlefs, very great; but pollerity has 
not a little exaggerated them, charging Attila and his 
Hunns with all the devaftations that were atterwarfts com- 
mitted by the Franks, the Alemans, and other barbarous 
nations *. . It was a long time before the towns he had 
ruined were rebuilt or inhabited ; and fo gi^at was thecon- 
fternation of the people, that Lupus, the famous hifliop of 
Troies, returning to his fee, after he had attended Attila to 
the banks of the Rhine, found the city^quite abandoned, 
though Attila, out of regard to him, had fpared it ; which 
obliged him to retire tt) a .mountain named Latifeo, about 
fifteen leagues from Troies ; where he endeavoured to per- 
fuade his fubjeds, who had taken refuge there, to return 
tb their ancient 'labitations : but, not being able to remove 
their fears, after he had continued two years among them, 
be left them, and retired to Mafeon K Aetius purfued At- 
tild as far as the Rhine ; but never offered to attack him, 
thinking it, as moll authors conjedure, impolitic to weaken 
him too much, left he fhould no longer be in a condi- 
tion to av/e the Franks and Goths, and divert them from 
raifing difturbances in the Ompire. 

Attila, rather enraged than difheartened at the disappoint- 
ment he had met with, and the lofs be had fuftained in 
Gaul, refolved to make an irruption in!o Italy, where he 
Jioped to find more booty, and lefs oI)pofition, there being 
no Goths, Franks, Alans, or Burgundians there to oppofe 
him. In confequence of this refolution, having reinforced 
his army with powerful fupplies fent him from Scythia, he 
left Pannonia, and finding the paffes of the Alps un- 
guarded, he entered Italy in the beginning of the following 

» Vide Nic. Separ. Res Mognnt. lib. i. cap. 7. p, 17, Surius^ 
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refcue himfclf and his people from the yoke they fo flianie-* 
fully groaned under. ** ' 

His example was followed by feveral other nations that 
haftened to join him. Ellac, leaving for the prefent his 
brothers, marched againfl him at the head of all his forces. 
A battle enfued on the banks of the Netad in Pannonia, in 
which the Hunns were utterly routed, and thirty thoufand 
of them killed on the fpot, with their king Ellac, who is 
faid on that occafi^n to hav,e performed wonders, and to 
haa/e behaved like a true fon of the great Attila The 
Hunns were fo dillicartenecf by ^this defeat, and the general 
revolt of the nations they had conquered, that, feeing prefled 
by the Gepidx, they retired to the country* ’which they, had 
taken from the Goths in 376, towards the Euxine fea, and 
the mouths of* the Danube; and the GepidA: remained 
matters of all ancieiu Dacia, lying north of that river, 
which ^he Plunns had pofl'etted ever fiiice their firft irrup- 
tion into Europe. The Gepidae folicited the friendfhip of 
the Romans, and requetted a fmall annual pcnfion to fup^ 
port them ; which was readily granted, and continued to 
be paid even in the time of the emperor Juttinian. Seve- 
ral other nations, thus delivered from the yoke of the 
Hunns, begged »nd obtained leave of Marcian, or hh fuc- 
cedbr Leo, to fettle in the: Roman territories. Among thelc 
mention is made of the Squiri, Satagaira:, and Alans, who, 
under the condubl of Cantkix, their king, or leader, fettled 
in Letter Scythia and Lower Mcefia. I'o the Rugians, Sar- 
matians, and Cemandrians, lands were granted in Illyri- 
cum, near a place called the Cattle of Mars. To the Ottro- 
goths Marcian granted all Pannonia, from Sirmium, now 
Sirmifh in Sclavonia, to Vindobona, at prefent Vienna in 
Auftria. Even Ernac, Aitila’s youngeft fon, and with him 
feveral Hunns, fubmitted to the Romans, who granted them 
lands on the mott dittant borders of LeflTer Scythia, in Da- 
cia, nnd amongft the Sarmatians in Illyricum k The other 
fpns of Attila, uniting their forces, attempted to drive the 
Goths out of Pannonia, and recover that province ; but 
Valemir, king oPthe Goths, meeting the enemy with only 
a handful of men, put them to flight, and purfued with 
fuch ardour, that a great carnage enfued, and few of iheiii. 
cfcaped. About eight years after, while the Goths were 
engaged in a war with the Satagae, Dinzio, one of Attila's 
fons, having affemblcd a body dF forces, entered the terri- 
tories of the Goths, and laid fiege to Bafiana, thought to 


Jorn. cap. 35. p. 68^, 687* 
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be the prefent city of Pofega, the metrqpolis of a country, 
bearing the fame name, and lying between the Save and 
the Draw This irruption the Goths no TiSoner learned, 
than leaving the Satagx*, they marched againfl the Kunns, 
and drove them out wit!i fuch 11a aghter, that they n£f\fer 
after attempted to moled their borders. 

The M Linns, thus weakened by ‘mteftine wars, and the 
great loflV.s they had fuilamtd in the two irruptions juit 
mentioned, continued (juiet tjli the ycar^466, when, palting 
the Danube in the depth of Vinter on the-iice, they made 
an incurljon into Dacia, uiniej; the command of one Hor- 
midac, and commitred dreadful ravages in that province: and hy tht 
but Anthcmi(?sL who was afterwards emperor, marching Romans* 
agiftnd them \^l]i anoiber general, gained feveral advan- 
tages ove^ them, and at lad defeated t]v:nn in a pitched 
battle, during which the other general went over to the ene- 
my ; but his men not following him, Anthemius, ^without 
betraying the lead fear or fui prize, continued the engage- 
ment, and cventu day gained a complete vidlory. However, 
be fudered the Hunns to retire unmolelled^ upon their put- 
ting to death the general who had joined them h The Hunns 
were no fooncr returned to their own country, than the 
children of Attila fent deputies to Leo,^then emperor of 
the Ead, to propofe a peace, and beg he would appoint a 
market to be held on the Danube, to'which the Hunns might 
freely refort, and trade with the Romans. To this propo- 
fal Leo would by no means confent ; which refufal Den- 
gizic, one of the fons of Attila, refented to fuch a degree, 
that he was difpofed to continue the war : but his brother 
Hernac, who had been allowed by the emperor Marcian to 
fettle in Lefler Scythia, and was then engaged in other wars, 
declared he would by no means be concerned in this enter- 
prize 

Dengizic, however, perfifking in his firfl: refolutlon, drew Yr. of FI. 
together a confiderable army, and encamped on the banks *814- 
of the Danube. Arnagaflus, who at that time guarded the 
banks of that river on the fide of Thrace, fent immediately enttr 
an officer to the Hunns, to enquire upo» what provocation 
they had taken up arms. Dengizic .^nfwered, that he had 
^entered the field with a defign toinake war upon Leo, un- 
lefs he granted him and his men lands and money. To 
this demand Arnagaftus replied, by the emperor’s orders, 

' that Leo would readily grant both to fuch as were willing 
to pay him fubmiffion, and ferve him in his wars : but 

k Baud. p. 106. 1 Sid. p. no. & car. ii. p. 29S. 
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Dengizic, not fjftisfied with this anfwer, began hoftllitles, 
and continiu;d tr.f- wnr, of which wet learn no particulars, 
till he was killed by Arnagalliis, ftyled, on that occafion, 
g<;neral of 'Thrace. His liead was lent to Conftantinoplc, 
and carried through the chief ftrccts of the city on the 
point of a fpear. 

TheHuuns, dlfpirlted by the lofTcs they had fudalned in 
this war, and the death of their leaders, continued ouict for 
near fixty years, wrthout mol£;iting either the Homans or their 
neighbours; for we find no mention made of them fiorn 
this time to the year 526, ‘the ^firll of the emperor Julli- 
nian’s reign, when two of their kings, Styra:t>and (clones, 
inlligated by Cahades, king of Perfia, the/; at warwiij] ihe 
Romans, penetrated the empire at the liead t)f two power- 
ful armies ; bifc Roarex, the widow of Ralat h^ king of the 
Sabirite }]unns,*a woman of a warlike genius and manly 
tempef, efpoudng the caufc of the Reiman; againit thePer- 
fians, led to the aHillanrc ct the cmpcior an army of one 
hundred thoufand men ; and meeting the two kings, ga\e 
them battle, pfit moil of their men to the lu'oui, took Sty- 
rax himfelf prifoner, and fciit him in t bains to Conliaji- 
tinople 

•The fame vetMT Gordas, king of the Ilunns, wdifi were 
fettled near the Bofporus Ciinmcrius, came in perfon to 
Conflantinople, to court the friendihip of JuiUnian, and 
concluded an alliance witH that prince. During his (lay at 
Conllantinople, he defired to be inilriicted in the mylleries 
of the Chriilian religion ; and, wdth great folcmnity, re- 
ceived the facrament of baptifm in the prefcncc of the em- 
peror, v'ho was hisfponfor. Upon his departure Jiiflinian 
loaded him with rich prefents, committing to him the (fe- 
fcnce of the borders of the empire on that fide, particularjy 
of the city of Bofporus. Gordas, returning home, ordered 
the idols to be broken, and tlieir tempi esdemolillicd, tli rough- 
out his dominions ; Heps which enraged the fupcrltiti^m: 
populace to fuch a degree, that, revolting ugaind their 
prince, they fei/ed him, put him to death, and raifed his bro- 
ther, named Mujaris, to the throne. Mugaris was no Tooncr 
proclaimed king thfin he marched, with all his forces, 
againll the city of Bolporns, and having furprifed it, pl^t 
all the Romans he found there to the fword. The empc 4 i 
ror, being acquainted with what had happened, and greacl| 

J rieved for the death of his friend and ally, difpatched 
ohn, who had been conful, at dbe head of a numerous 
army of Scythians, to lecover the place, and take ven- 

n Theoplj. p. 249. AjiClor. Mifcel. lib, xvi, p, 461. 
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fiance of the rebels 5 but at his approaiiJi they abandoned 
the city, and fled wyh precipitation 

In the thirteenth of the emperor Juftinian’s rei^n, the Yr. of FI, 
riunns, pafllng the Daru;be in great multitudes, laid watte 2SS7. 
Thrace, Greece, Illyricum, aiui all rhe provinces from the 539- 

Ionian fea to the very I'uburbs of Conitaritinopic *, and hav- ‘7 ^ 

ing crofled the Helleipont, they extended their ravages to 
Atia, where they committed unheard-of cruelties, and re- thj 
turned home loaded with an jmmenfe J')Ooty, In this ir- 
ruption they took thirty-two calllesin Illyritum, dellro^td 
Cafl'andiia, and carried wn‘th them,, a hundred and twenty 
thouland captives ^ Bein*g thus become again formidable Sorps lanJs 
to ^the empiT^ Jnflinian, in order to keep them quiet, ^lio^iveJ 
•allowed them fume lands in I'hrace, and agreed to pay them 
an annual^penfion, upon their promifing* to ferve, when 
wanted, in the Roman armies. Tliefe were the Curuigu- 
riiin Hunns. As for the Uturgurians, who had joined 
them in this irruption, they retired, with their booty, to 
their own country bordering on the Euxiiic fea ; but Glid- 
ing that too narrow for them, they drove (iut the Goths, by 
Procopius called Dctraxitie, who had fettled in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Palus Mteotis, and pollefled themfelves of 
tbcirfcountry. As they were at a grcat.,diitance from,the 
empire they turned their arms agaiiiR their neighbours the 
Sarmatians, endeavouring to enlarge their bounds on that 
(klc, wiihout giving any farther moleftation to the Romans. 

Rut the Cuturgurians, notwitliftanding the penfion paid 
them annually by the emperor, made feveral inroads into 
the neighbouring provinces. The emperor wrote to the Jnfiinian 
Uturgurians, complaining to them of their countrymen, 
and offering to pay them the penfion which he allowed the ^ 

Cuturgurians, provided they put a flop to the ravages of the ^gainfithe 
latter, and engaged to make war upon them whenever they Cuturgu- 
broke into the empire. The Uturgurians, encouraged with 
this offer, paffing the Tanais, beyond which many of them 
dwelt, haflened, by long marches, into the Roman terri- 
tories, and falling unexpe£ledly upon the Cuturgurians, 
while bufied in plundering the province* lying on the Da- 
nube, defeated them with great flau^ ter, obliged them to 
quit their booty, and drove them eiftirelyout of the empire *1. 

Neverthelefs, in a few years after this event, the Cutur- Yr. of FI. 
gurian Hunns, taking advantage of the frofl, pafftd the ^9^^- 
Danube, and, after having laid wafte great part of Myfia ^ 55** 

and Thrace, divided their numerous forces into two bodies, ~ 

• Theoph. p. 269. Mifcell. ibid. p. 4O7. P Procop. Bell. Perf. 
cap, 4. q Procop. Bell. Goth, lib, iv. cap 4. Joan. Antioch, 

apud Aleman, p. $z, Agath. lib. v. p. 155, 
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one of them taking their route tovrards Greece, and the other 
marching for the Thracian Cherfonefij’s. The latter, under 
the condud of one of their chiefs, named Zamerga, having 
paflTecl the long wall, came, withpwt meeting with the leal? 
oppofition, within a hundred and fifty furlongs of Conflan- 
tinople, and laid wafte the whole adjacent country ; but 
Bclifarius, though weakened with old age to fuch a degree 
that he was fcarce able to hold a Ihkld, marching out with 
a handful of men,, fell upon them unawares, put them to 
flight, and del^vered both the emperor and city from the 
dangers that threatened theru ; but that brave epmmander 
being difgraced upon his return to Corjftantino|)le, the Bar- 
barians, who were haftenrng back to th^'r own country, 
no fooner heard that he was no more to be employed agninli 
them, than they returned before the royal city, < ommitting 
drtadful ravages in all the countries through which they 
pafied.* In this emergency Germanus, a youth of great 
expedation, putting himfelf at the head of the imperial 
troops, fell upon them by furprize, put great numbers to 
the Iword, and ipbliged the relt to fave themfclves by a pre- 
cipitate flight. The vldory would have proved complete, 
had not young Germanus, by expofing his perfon more 
than a prudent gineral would have done, received dan- 
gerous wound, which prevented him from purfuing the 
fugitives. Soon after* that party, which had taken their 
route towards Greece, finding the ftreights of TbermopyUn 
guarded by the natives, returned to Thrace, ^lul there 
joined Zanterga, who being thus reinforced, threatened to 
renew his ravages, and put to death all the prifoners he had 
taken, ujilefs a fufficient fum was fent for their ranfom. 
Juftintan, not earing to provoke the Barbarians, and at the 
fame time pitying the condition of the unhappy captives,, 
fent a confidcrable fum to Zamerga, who no fooner received 
it than he fet the prifoners at liberty, and returned beyond 
the Danube, 

In the mean time the emperor privately difpatched am- 
^ bafFadors to Sandiliebus, king of the Uturgurian Hunns, to 
whom he paid ati annual penfion, aetjuainting him with 
the late incurfions ot the Cuturgurians, to whom, he faid, 
ire had paid the fum that was due to him, but was refolvetl 
not to do fo for the future, unlcfs he fliewed himfelf, by a i 
fpeedy revenge, worthy of his friendfhip. Upon this nief-|' 
fege Sandilichus broke into their territories, at the head of 
powerful army, and falling upon Zamerga as he was return- 
ing from Tbmcc, cut great numbers of his men in pieces, 
and obliged them to quit the rich booty with which bis 
army was loaded. This attack gave rife to a bloody war 

between 
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lietween the two nations, which lafled m%ny years, accord- 
ing to Agathius % fncm whom we have borrowed this ac- 
count, and ended at lalt in the ruin of both ; “for, being 
greatly weakened by theu civil wars, they became a p^ey, 
fays thac writer, to other nations, infomuch, t!)at they lolt 
their very name, and were blended with the nations they 
ferved ; but the utter deftrudfion of that people, continues 
our hiftorian, happened afterwards,’^ as fhall be related by 
us, according to the order of* time. With thefe words he 
clofes the fifth book of bis hiftory, the lalt of thofc ^lat 
have reached us ; fo thiif, fetr a farther account of the 
affairs of Hunns, we mult have recourfe to more 
inojern writers^ Among thefe, Venantius Fortunatus tells Yr. of F!, 
us, that in 560 a great body of Hunns, probably driven 1908. 
out of tht>Sr own country by the neighbouring nations, 5 ^®- 

took their route through Germany, with a delign to pafs 
the Rhine^ as Attila had formerly done, and fcttle in 
Gaul. In that country then reigned the four Tons of Clo- 
tliarius, namely Cherebert at Paris, Chilperic at Soiffons, 

Guntram at Orleans, and Sigebert at Metitz. The latter 
was no foojier informed of the motions of the Hunns than, 
palling the Rhine at the head of a powerful army, he rc- 
folvecf to meet them in Thuringia, whiclt then belonged to 
him, and there give them battle- , Accordingly the two 
armies met, and engaged on the banks of the Elbe with 
incredible fury. The vi<flory was long doubtful; but in 
itlic end Sigebert, who was a warlike prince, gained a com- Franks* 
plcte vidfory over the Barbarians, many thoufands of whom 
he killed, and obliged the reft to return through bye-ways 
into Panno^iil^ 

No farther mention is made of the Hunns by any credi- Hunns 
hie hiftoriaii, till the reign of Charles the Great, in whofe 
time they were mafters of Dacia, now Tranfylvania and 
Walachia; of Upper Mcefia, now Servia ; and of the two and both 
Paiinonias, namely, the Upper, containing the prefent pro- Fannonias* 
vinces of Carniola, Carinthia, and the greater part of Auf- 
tria ; and the Lower, comprifing Bofnia, Sclavonia, and 
that part of Hungary which lies beyond tfie Danube. In the 
year 776, while Charles was in Saxony, two princes of the 
xiunns, Cagahus and Jugunus, fent ambafladors to him, de- 
hring his friendftjip and alliance. Charles received them 
^with extraordinary marks of honour, and readily complied 
with their requeft. However they entered, not long after, 
into an alliance with Tallilo, duke of Bavaria, who, re- 
volting from Charles, raifed great dillurbances,in Germany. 

* As^th. Ijb. v.p. 255. * Venantiufi Fgrtunat. lib. vii. 
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ThU injury Charfes wifely diflembled, till he had utterly re- 
duced Bavaria, vihcn a mifundcribnSing arifing between 
him and them, about the borders of their refpe6live terri- 
tories, he refolved to lay hold of ^bat opportunity to be re- 
venged on them for their fending fuccours in a ciandeftine 
manner to Taffilo. Accordingly he ordered levies to be 
made throughout his dominions, and having alTembled a 
numerous army, he divided it into two bodies, one of which 
he committed to the care of* count ThcoJoric, and Magni- 
fritl his chamberlain, with orders to penetrate into Dacia, 
while he, with the other, entertd Pannonia by the way of 
Bavaria. The two armies laid wallc the tr/’-ltories of the 
Hunns far and near, burnt their villages, Mnd took federal 
of their ftrong^holds, to which they had fled, not being 
able to keep the field againfl fo powerful an enemy. Thus 
he continued ravaging the country with fire and fwoul, for 
the fpace of eight years, till that warlike nation was en- 
tirely fubdued, and almoft entirely extirpated. In one of 
tbefe expeditions, Plenry, duke of Forum Julii, ^now Friuli, 
took the royal palace of the Hunns, called Rhing, in which 
he found an immenfe booty, great part of which was, by 
Charles’s orders, fent to Rome, as a prefent to §t. Pe- 
ter *. 'Phe entirS reduction of the Hunns happened, ac- 
cording to the bcfl chronologers, in the year of the Chrif- 
tian xia, 794. 

Some authors afiert, thal by this long war, the whole 
race of the ancient Hunns was cut ofFj and that the coun- 
try was afterwards peopled by the neighbouring nations, to 
whom the prefent Hungarians owe their origin. 


SECT. II. 

7 he An. lent State and Hiflory of the Goths ^ till the Vifi- 
goihs fettled in Spain^ and the OJirogoths in Italy. 

Scaniina TP ^ ^ Goths dhme originally, according to Jornandes ", 
from Scandinavia, a country juftlyfty led by him OfTv 
country Gf cina Gentium, and Vagina Nationum, on account of the 
the Goths* incredible multitudes of people who, ifTuing from thence 
in fwarms, over-ran, and Rocked with inhabitants, otherj 
countries, as well diftant as in their vicinity. Scandinavia,' 
cbmprifing the prefent Sweden, Norway, Lapland, and 
Pinmark, was, by the ancients, thought to have been an 

t Aimonius, lib, iv. cap. 86. « Jorn. Rer. Get, p. 83. 
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;flancl but is now well known to be a pexiinfula. Tt is bv 
iMiny called Scandintvia, or, as Voflius, and after him 
Gronovius, denominates it, Scandinovia; it is named hy 
Xenophon Lampfaceiius, lialtia ; by 'l im'^iis, Hafilea ; and 
bv Tythcas, fometimes iMlilea, and at others Abalus. 

'The writers of the midtllc arjes Ifylc it Scanza, Scanzia, 

Seantia, and Scandla 5 which names, as well as I hat of 
Scandinavia, Tome derive from the Gemian or (h^thic 
ward fc'ntizcNt fignifyiilg cajtlc^‘^ for lh% lit It inh.ihitarits, 
they fay, lurhetl the high and Itccp rocks, vf'ith which tjie 
country abounds, into calUcs;*and hence came the word 
Sen ndi navi a-%^|^at is, a country filled ’ivitb cajilcs *. Others 
will^ leave the i^^jmes Scandinavia, Scanzia, &c. to be de- 
rived from tlie w^ord jeekunteny impoiting the fca~coaJl or 
ft}ore for the Greek word bultiay it {tgnifies a break- 

lug hi of the jea. What we call the Baltic was known to 
'f acitus by the name of the Siievian Sea; and to hkela and 
Pliny by that of the Codan Gulf. The bay into w'hich the 
Vidula, now the Wefl’el, empties itfelf, is called by Ptolemy 
the Venedic bay, doubtlefs from the neighbouring Venedi, 
the ancient inhabitants of Livonia, Lithuania, and part of 
Poland. In former times the Viflula was the boundary 
on thft euR between Germany and Sarnistfia. 

In Scandinavia I’acitus places tw^p different n^ttlons. the t^ations 
Suiones, and the Sittoncs, of whom the former inhabited 
the prefent Sweden, and the Is^tler Norway ; for they w^ere 
feparated hy mount Sevo, nowScagen; wTich mountain^ attd Pto- 
or rather ridge of mountains, feparates Norway from Ismj, 
Sweden. The Suiones were divided, according to Pto- 
lemy, into the following tribes, the Chedini, Phavoni, 

Phiracfi, Daucioiies, Ililleviones, Scritofinin or Scritobani, 
mentioned alfo by Procopius X and the Gutse. ]iut thefe 
were riiher Ciotbic nations, or bad fettled in the country 
after the Goths were mailers of it, it being certain, that, 
long before Tacitus’s time, Scandinavia was inhabited by 
the Goths, though not yet known to the Romans by that 
name. Indeed, the learned Grotius, and after him She- 
ringham, and moll of the northern writers, maintain with 
arguments which have not yet be#n confuted, that the 
Cimbrians, Getes, and Goths, ’^'^cre one and the fame na- 
tion ; that Scandinavia was firll peopled by them ; and that 
from thence they detached colonics into the illands in the 
Baltic, the Cherfonefus, and the adjacent places, yet defti- 
tutc ot inhabitants. The illands were called by them with 

Plin. lib. iv. cap. 13. * Grot, in Prsefat. ad Script. Goth, p* 

13, & feq. y Praetor, in Orbe Gotp.hb. i. cap. 4. p- 34* * Pro- 

cop. Rer. Goth, lib, xi. cap. 1 5. 
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Sca»dina- onc common nartie Wetallaheedh, fignifying, in the Go«- 
^mjirj} thic language^ land fu} rounded on all ^^des with water \ but 
h the Romans, after t hey became acquainted with the Goths 
^and like-* ^tijjer the name of Cimbrians, called them the Cimbrian 
nAtifethe iflands 5 which appellaticui they gave likewife to the Cher- 
ijtands in fonefus, now Jutland The time when the Goths firfl 
the Uaitic, fettled in Scamlinavia, and the period at which they firft 
peopled with their colonies the iilands, the Cheribnefus, 
and the neighbouring places, .are equMly uncertain. Their 
firlt fettlement is faid to have been condu£ied by King 
Eric, contemporary with Safuch, grandfather of Abraham. 
The Danes ingenuoufly confefs, that their cq;j»?.ry was firft 
peopled by the Goths of Scandinavia ; tha/ to them they 
owe their origin j and that Dan, the fon of Hiimelus, king 
of the Goths, fr6m whom their country was called Dania, 
and they Dani, w^as the founder of their kingdom The 
peopling of the iflands in the Baltic fca, of the Cherfonefus, 
and the adjacent places on the continent, is called, by the 
northern writers, the firft migration of the Gothji or Getes. 

The fecond migration is related by Jorhandes, and fup- 
pofed to -have happened feveral ages after, when the above* 

^ Mentioned countries being overftocked with people, Berig, 
Thy /end a at that time king of the Goths, failed wdrh a fleet in*queft 
coionif into of new fettlements ; an(J, landing in the country of the Ul- 
Cirmanji nierugians, now Pomerania, drove out the ancient inhabit- 
ants, and divided their landsamong his followers. He fell 
next upon the Vandals, whofe country bordered on that 
of the Ulmerugians, overcame them, but inftead of forcing 
them from their ancient feats, he only obliged' them to 
fhare their pofleffions with the new colonifts®. 

The Goths who had fettled in Pomerania, and the adja- 
cent parts of Germany, being greatly increafed, the country 
could no longer maintain them j accordingly, they migrated 
in great numbers, under Filimer, furnamed the Great, their 
and into prince after their leaving Scandinavia; and, taking 

Scythta^ their route eaftward, entered Scythia, advanced to the Cim- 
Thract^ rncrian Bofporus, and, driving out the Cimmerians, fettled 
neighbourhood of the Maeotic lake. Thence, in pro- 
cefs of time, they fentf numerous colonies into Thrace, Da- , 
cia, and Moefia, and laftly, into the countries bordering on 
the Euxine fea, forcing every-whcrc the ancient inhabitants 
to abandon their native feats. Such the account given by 
Jornandes and Ablavius, a celebrated writer among the 
Goths, who flouriftied long before him. In the neighbour- 

■ Vide Grot. Proleg. in Hift. Goth. & Sheringh. dc Ang. Gent. 
Orig. cap. 7. p. 143. b Vide Sheringh, ibid. p. 145, 14^* 

« Jorn. Rcr. Get. lib, iv. 
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liood of the Mseotic lake, they had Filinlh- for their king, a 
warlike prince ; in 'Jihrace, Mocfia, and Dacja, Xamolxis, 
a threat philofopher ; and in the countries on the Euxinc 
fea, princes of the illuftrious families of the Balthi andjthe 
A mail, the Vifigoths being fubjcdl to the former, and the 
Ollrogoths to the latter. In all thefe countries they were 
one and the fame people, though fubjecl to different princes, 
and known by different names. Thus, in Cimmeria, Sar- 
matia, Scythia, they were caUed Cimmerians, Sarmatians, 

Scythians ; in Thrace, Dacia, Mcefia, Thracians, Daci'^ns, 
and Moefians ; and in the ^leiglibourhcod of the ifter and 
the PontuSj-^ytrians and Fontics. 

for the appellations of Weffrogoths, foftened by the OJIro^oth 
Latins into that of Vifigoths and Offrogolhs, they were 
diffinguiflifd by thefe names before they left Scandinavia, 
being called Weffrogoths and Oftrogoths, or AVeffern and 
Ealtern Goths, from their fuuadon to the eaft ami vveff, 
the former inhabiting that part of Scandinavia which 
borders on. Denmark, and the latter the more eaftern parts 
near the Baltic What Jornandes writos of the various 
migrations and fettlements of the Goths, is entirely agree- 
able to what we read in the ancient Greek and Latin authors » 
conct^ning the different colonies and fettlements of*the 
Getes «. 1 hat the Goths and Getc^ were one and the fame T/ieCoth 
people, is fuppofed by ail the writers who fiourifhed in or 
near the times in which both empires were over-run by tht 

them. Thefe authors, doubtlefs well acquainted with their 
origin, call them fometimes Goths, fometimes Getes, and 
fometimes Scythians; and feveral authors tell us, in exprefs 
terms, that the Getes and Goths were one and the fame 
nation ; and that they had been long known to the ilomans, 
and likewife to the Greeks, by the former name, but not by 
the latter, till their Incurfions into the empire. 

The Goths, being in procefs of time greatly increafed in T'ke tnigra* 
Scythia, refolved to feck new fettlements; and accordingly, 
taking their route eaftward, and travelling through feveral 
countries, they returned at length into Germany. Ibeir 
leader, in this migration, was the celebrated Woden, called 
^Ifo Voden, Oden, Othen, Godan, affd Guodan. Of this 
Woden many flrange and wondertul things are related in 
the Sueo-Gothic chronicles. He was king of the Afgar- 
dians, whoiJi the northern writers affure us are the fame 
people with the Afpurgians, mentioned by Strabo and Pto- 
lemy. They were called Afpurgians from the city of Af- 

^ Grot, in Proleg. &c. ^ Sheiingh. cap. S, p. 156, 157. 
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purgia, placed bjr*- Strabo near Bofporus Cimmerius^j and 
in the fame p^ace ftood, according to crhc northern writers, 
the city of Afgardia : and indeed it is highly probable that 
the/e were two different names for the fame city, the wotd 
in the Gothic language, being fynoriymous with pur^ 
gosy in the Greek, namely, a fortrefs or cajlle. Afpurgia 
was the metropolis of a province which Strabo calls Aha ; 
and Woden, and his followers, are llylcd by the ancient 
Gothic writers^ Af»!, Afiani,«.and Afiotie. The kings of 
Afpurgia were mafters of all that part of Scythia that lay 
weft of mount Tmaus, and vfas b,v the Latins called Scythia 
iutra Imaiim, or Scythia within mount Imaus,y»!n this large 
tract of land Ptolemy places three differg^t nations, jhe 
Aufones, the Syebi, and the lotae ; but they arc all blended 
by Strabo under^the common name of AfpurgiaAs. 

Woden king tjtis Afpurgia or Afgardia, Woden was king, who, 
efAfgar- committing the government of the kingdom to his two 
brothers, Ve and Velir, emigrated with incredible multi- 
tudes of his people, in quelt of new fcttlements,.forefecing 
by his magic, fay fome ancient chronicles, in which art he 
excelled all men, that he and his pofterity fhoiild reign for 
Hereducei many ages in the northern parts of the world. He firfl en^ 
Roxalama, tered Riifland *, and having, wdrh great fuccefs and ekpedi- 
tion, obliged the inhabitants to fubmit, he appointed his 
fon Bo to reign over them. Riifland, called by the Latins 
Roxalania and Ruffia, extended from the mouth of the Vif- 
tula to the Palus Mieotis, the banks of the Tanais, and the 
Kiphsean mountains, and comprifed Pruflia, Livonia, and 
great part of Mufeovy. From Riifland he went by fca into 
S.'xonyy the north parts of Germany : ' landing in Saxony, he re- 
duced tliat country, and divided it amongfl his children, 

. appointing Vegdegg king of Eaft Saxony, Begdegg of Weft- 
phalia, and Sigg of Franconia. Johannes Martinus, Wit- 
tekindus, Cranzins, and all the Saxon writers, agree, that, 
time out of mind, a tradition has univerfally obtained a- 
mong the Saxons, that their anceftors came firfl by fea into 
ihofe countries. From Saxony, Woden pafled into Reido- 
undJuU gothland, now J&tland, which be likewife fubdued, and 
land. gave to his fon SkioW, from whom defeended the kings of 

Denmark, thence callecf Skiolldungar, that is, the pojicrity 
of Skiold. Leaving Jutland, after he had fettled his foil) 
there, he advanced into Suirhiod, riow Swedeb, where he| 
in was kindly received by Gylfus or Gylvo, king of the coun- ' 
Sweden, try : being allowed to fettle there with his followers^, 

^ Stfab. lib. xi. 
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he hmh the city of Sigtunurn, where hh reigned till his 
death, and became f(f famous, that his namg reached all 
countries ; and he was, by the northern nations, ranked 
among the gods, and worSnpned with tlivine honours, tie 
is fuppofed to have brought vvirh him nut of Ada the Piunic 
c har.u.Hcrs, and to have taught the northern nations the art 
of poetry; whence be is ilyled the father of the fcaldi or 
fcaldrl, who were their poets, and dcfciibcd in verfe the 
exploits of the great men of tiheir naticti, a^s the bards re-‘ 
heal fed thofe of the Gauls and Britons (D). • 

'That the Cioths, under , the Vonducl; of Woden, came 
from Scythr^isqto the north parts of Germany, is a received 
oj'l^ion anu)ng\he northern writers, and confirmed by an 
immemorial tradition, by all the ancient chronicles of thofe 
countries, '%nd by a great many monamchrs and inferip- 
lions in Pvunic chara£tcrr>, feme of which are Hill to be feeii 
in Sweden, Denmark, and the neighbouring iflandsl That 
there were fuch migrations, can hardly be queflioned, fince 
we fiiid the. fame names common to the inhabitants of Scan- 
dia and Afiatic Scythia, and likewifc the i>me language, as 
Grotius, and after hiin Sheringham, have fliewns. The an- 


t Sheringh. ubi fupra, cap, 19s, 


(D) They were called Scaldi 
or Scaldri, according to Locce- 
nuu' (1), from the found Jlvtt, 
often heard in their verfes and 
pfiems. The dlale£t in which 
they wrote was called Alamid, 
liiat is, the Aliatic dialecd, be- 
caufc brought by Woden out ot 
Afia. As for the Runic letters, 
the Goths ufed them in all 
tlieir fpells and inchantments, to 
which they w’ere greatly ad- 
dicted ; whence, after embra- 
cing the Chrifban religion, from 
a blind and indifereet zeal, 
they deftroyed feveral ancient 
monuments, and burnt a great 
number ol books, becaufc writ- 
ten with thofe characters. At 
length, in the year looi, the 
Runic characters were quite laid 
alide in Sw'eden, and the Roman 


letters taken in their room, the 
Swedes being perfuaded to take 
this Hep by the pope, and by 
Sigfrid, a Britilh bilhop. In 
Spain they were forbidden in 
1136, by Alphonfo ISng of 
Cailile and Naval re, and con- 
demned by the council ot To- 
ledo in 1115 (2). Th^y were 
called Runic letters, according 
to fomc, from the Gothic word 
fy» or nvi, ligni lying a f nr ro~M ; 
according to others, trom ry 7 ie^ 
fignifying elpccially that 

ot magic. One Fimbul, Fim- 
bultyr,=«ir Fimbul thular, is fup- 
po/bd to have invented . thofe 
characters. Wulphilas, the firft 
birtiop of the Goths, invented 
oiher characters, which he made 
ulc of in tranflating the Scrip- 
ture into the Gothic tongue. 


(i) Locen. Antiq. Sueogoth. cap. 15. 
cap. a8. 


(2) Wormius Lit. Run. 
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cient language of<the Goths is fpokcn at the prefent time hy 
the Tartars of Precop ; whence, upon, the whole, we may 
conclude, that the Scandian Goths and the Afiatic Scythi- 
ans had one and the fame original. As to Woden, there 
\va*s, doubtlefs, a famous hero of this name, w^ho became 
univerfally revered by the northern nations *, but we will 
not take upon us to vouch the^extraordin«ary things that 
are related of him in the Sueogothic and Sacogothic chro- 
nicles. Some writers fuppofe the migration of the Scy- 
thi;\n Goths int*o the northern parts of Germany, under the 
cond4t6t of Woden, liappent^d about'twenty-four years be- 
fore the birth of Chrift ; for at that time, fa^they, Pom- 
pey laid wafte Syria, and great part of Ali^; and it is^not 
improbable, that the Scythians, flying from him, wxnt in 
fearch of new f<es:tlements : but SkioJd, who wat.- by his fa- 
ther Woden appointed king of Reidogothland, or Jutland, 
lived, aovording to the Danifli chronology, about a thoufand 
years before Pompey ; fo that, by this account, Woden 
muft have been more ancient than Homer (E). 

The defcendeiits of the Scythians, or Afiatic Goths, who, 
under the condm^i of Woden, fettled in the northern parts 
of Germany, were firll known to the Romans by the name 
of Gimbrians, derived, according to the opinion w^hich feems 
to us the beft grounded, from the Gothic word kimher^ flg- 
nifying vallattt* The Cimbrians Vere anciently in pof- 
feflion of the iflands. in thg Baltic fea, the Cherfonefus, 
and the neighbouring countries, and by degrees extended 
their conquefls along the German ocean to both the mouths 
of the Rhine. The inland countries in that tradf were 
Iikewife inhabited by them ; but in the different countries 
where they dwelt, they were diftinguifhed by different 
names, fome of them being called Saxons, others Suevi- 
ans, fome Angles, Sicambrians, and Jutes ; hut by the Ro- 
mans, they were all blended under the common name of 


(E) On the other hand, how 
can this be reconciled with the 
genealogies of our Sa#:on kings, 
the founders of the hepj,archy, 
who all derived their pedigree 
from Woden ? Hen gift, the fir ft 
that came into Britain, did not 
arrive in this ifland till the year 
449 Chriftian sera ; and 

nCverthelefs he is faid to have 
been the abnepos, or great- 
grandchild of Woden, as Cer- 
dic, the founder of the king- 


dom of the Weft-Saxons, the 
tenth by defeent from him. To 
reconcile t^fe feeming contra- 
dictions, fome authors are of 
opinion, and their opinion does 
nor at all feem to us improba- 
ble, that feveral perrons,or great 
men, bore the name of Woden, 
and what was done by all, was 
afcrlbed to one, in the fame 
mannner as it happened among 
the Greeks, with refpeCt to 
Hercules. 

CimbrianSjj 
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Cimbrians, till the Saxons, placed by* Ptolemy in the 
northern part of Ch^rfonefus, became known to tlicm by 
their conquefts ; and then the name of Cimbnans was quite 
exploded, and that of Simons ufed by the Latin writers in 
lieu of it, which they gave likewife to the nations the Sax- 
ons had fubclued, calling Saxony that part of Germany 
which lies betw^een the Rhine and the Elbe. Thus far re- 
fpetSling the^ migrations of the Goths out of Scandinavia 
into the neighbouring iflandj and coivinent, thence into 
Germany, from Germany into Alia, and ^rom /iha Ijack 
again into Germany (F). » 

With re^^^rd to the manners of the Goths, they were fa- 
mous for then^iofpitality and kindnefs to flrangers, even 
be/ore they embraced the Chriftian religion ; indeed, from 
their bein^ eminently good, they were called by the neigh- 
bouring nations Goths, that name being, according to Gro- 
tius, and moft other writers, derived from the German 
word goUriy fignifying goocl^. They encouraged, fays Dio, 
the ftudy of philofophy, above all other barbarous or fo- 
reign nations, and often chofe their kings from among their 
philofophers. Polygamy was not only allowed, but coun- 
tenanced among them, every one being valued and re- 
I’pcdhed, according to the number of l^is wives h Iky fo 
many wives they had an incredible number of children, of 
whom they kept but one at home, fending out the reft, 
when come to man’s eftate, in quell of new fettlemcnts ^ ; 
and hence arofe thofe fwarms of people that over-ran fo 
many countries. With them adultery was a capital crime, 
and invariably punilhed with death. This fe verity, and 
likewife polygamy, prevailed among them, when they were 
known to the Greeks and Romans only by the name of 
Getes, as appears from the poet Menander, who was him- 
felf a Gete and from Horace ^ who beftows great enco- 

^ Grot, in Proleg. ad Procop. * Adam. Bremens. in Suegoth. 
^ Walfingham. in Hypodig. Neuftr. ^ Mcnand. apud. Stiab. 

lib, vii. Horat. lib. iii. od. 24. 

(F) Thefe migrations the the greatcy cold, and barrennefs 
northern writers endeavour to of the ^foil. To confute this 
•fupport againft Verflegan and opinion, which derives the ori- 
Cluverius, who are of opinion gin of the Goths from Gei- 
that Denmark, Norway, and many, the above mentioned 
Sweden, were not inhabited, writers, efpecially Grotius, who 
till Germany fo abounded with furpafles all the reft, prove Scy- 
people, that they were obliged thia to have been peopled bc- 
to remove into thofe countries fore any other of the northern 
which they had not chofen to countries had inhabitants, 
fettle in at firft, on account of 
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ihJirms on the viiiiic and chalUty of their women. As for 
their laws, they do not fall much fh(jrt of thofe of the an- 
cient Romans, as wiii appear when we come to fpeak of the 
•Alaric code, and the laws of the Vifigoths in Spain, and the 
ORrogoths in Italy. 

Their govt-rnment was monarchical 5 for, as we have oh- 
feived fjom Jt'rnandes, in the neighbourhood of the Palus 
Maeotls, they iuui Filimer for king j in Dacia, Mucha, and 
Thrace, Xamolxc'^j and, in that part of Scythia, whieli 
bordered on rtie Enxine fea, princes fprung from the il* 
luitrious families of the A^nali and the iialthi. To thefe 
princes were fubjecl; both the** Vifigoths Odrogotlis. 
The former inhabited the country lying LjrfT^’cen the Bo- 
ryfthcnes and the Tanais, and were afterwards alloweh by 
the Roman emperors to fettle in Pannonia, d'hii;\cc, and 11- 
lyricum, Ihc latter dwelt between the Danube and the 
Boryfttc^nes and, in tlie reign of llonorlus, after having 
over-run Italy, fettled in GauL Upon the death of Her- 
manaric, the Vihgoths were driven out of their natirc 
country by the fluiins, and were admiilctl, by the emperor 
Valens, into the Ptoman dominions, i'heodoiius allowed 
them lands in Thrace; whence, in the reign of Honorius, 
they made inroat^s into Italy, under the cojuludl of {.he ce- 
lebrated Aliuic, w,ho took and pliuHlered Piome. 7 \larie 
wa^ fucceeded by Atuulohus, who founded the kingdom of 
the Vifigoths in Gaul; aiul Ataulphus by the following 
princes of the family of the Balthi, namely, Slgcrie, or Ri« 

' geric, Wallia, Theodoric, Thorifmund,Tbeodoric 11 . Theo- 
doric III. Euric, Alaric, Gefaleich, Amalaric, Theudi^., 
Thcudifclus, Athanagild, Linva, Leunigiid, Ermcnigild, 
llicared, Linva II. Witteric, Gundemar, Sifebatus, Recca- 
red, Suinthila, Rechimir, Sifenaud, Chintila, Tulga, Chin- 
. dafuinthus, Reccefuimhus, Wamba, Ernigius, Egica, Wi- 
tiza, and Roderic. Moil of thele princes were not only 
mailers of Narbonne and Aquitain, but likewife of Spain, 
which they held till they were driven out of both, and their 
nation almoft entirely extirpated, by the Arabs. 

The Vifigoths, <being driven out of their own country by 
the Hunns, the Oflcpgoths continued, after their departure, 
in the fame fitu.ation, bu^ fubjeft to the Hunns, who nevedi 
thclefs allowed them to be governed by their own kings, of 
the houfe of the Amali. Thefe were Winlthar, Hunni- 
mund, Thorifmuiul, Wandalar, nephew to Hermanaric 
by his brother, and the three fons of Wandalar, Walamir, 
Thcodomir, and Widemir, who were all fubje<^ to Attila ; 
but, upon that prince’s death, they were allowed, by the 

Romans^ 



^he Hijlory of the Goths. 

Komans, to fettle in Paniionia and Mctifia. Thcodomlr 
was fucceeded by his fon Theodoric, who, havinpr over- 
come Odoacer, made himfclf mafter of Italy" and was ac- 
hnowlegcd king of that country. Ilis fucccfibrs in that 
kingdom were, Athalaric, Theodotus, Vitiges, Ildebald, 
f niric, Totila, and Teia, the lad kings of the Oftrogoths 
in Italy As to the religion of the Goths, it feems to 
have been the fame with that of the ancient inhabitants of 
Scandinavia and Saxony, whijjh we bavt^mentioned already, 
and liiall fpeak more at large in the hillory c^f the Nortl)^ern 
kingdoms. Apollinaris Sidonius deferibes them fliod with 
high fhoes of hair, reaching up to their ancles ; their 

‘.rices, thighs, ‘^nd legs, without any covering ; their gar- 
ments of various colours, fcarce reaching to the knee ; their 
lleeves onky covering the tops of their ai>ms ; their green 
caflbeks with a red border; their belts hang over their 
inoulders ; their cars covered with twifted locks; their 
arms confifting of bearded lances, and niilhle hatchets 
As to the ancient hillory of the Goths, Jornandes, fup- 
poling them to be one and the Hime people, with the Scythi- 
ans, Getes, Sarmatians, and Sauromatse, aferibes to tiicm 
all the exploits that are faid by the Greek and i.atin wri- 
ters have been performed by thofe nafjons, cfpccially by 
the Scythians : but of that warlike nation, and their migra- 
tions into Europe, under the names' of Cimmeiians, Celtcs, 
and Gauls, we have fpoken clfewhcre ; and therefore (lirdl 
confine ourfelvcs here to the hiftory of the Goths, from the 
time they became generally known by that appellation. 
The firll Roman writer, that mentions the Goths, is Spar- 
tlan, who, in the life of Caracalla, tells us, that he over- 
came in fome encounters the Getes, who, fays he, were 
the fame people with the Goths p. The fame author writes 
elfewherc, that Maximin, afterwards emperor, upon the 
death of Caracalla, quitted the fervice, and retiring into 
Thrace, maintained a friendly correfpondence with the 
Goths. His father, named Micea, or Micca, was by na- 
tion a Goth, and his mother Ababa, or Abala, an Alan 
Hence Vorburgus concludes the Goths to nave been mafter 
of the countries bordering on Thracf^ before Maximin was 
horn, that is, before the year 177^- Caracalla was the firft 
Roman emperor who quarrelled with the Goths ; and the 
advantages he gained over them were, it feems, very in- 
confiderable ; for, according to Spartian, he overcame 
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them only in a# few fjcirmlflies. The Romans began 
very early to dread the power of thaL.war]ike nation \ for, 
even in the'rfcign of Alexander, which began in 222, con- 
fiderabie fmns were annually fent them from Rome to keep 
them quiet, and prevent them from difturbing the peace of 
the empire. 

The Goths, notwithlfanding the large fums fent them 
annually by the Roman emperors, hearing of the death of 
the emperor Maxipiin, who^wasof Gothic extraction, and 
had been aii'afiinaLcd by his own foldiers, rcfolved to rc- 
Yr. oF FI. venge it ; accordingly, entering Moefia, they totally laid 
wafte that province, and totally ‘deftroyed thecity of Iftria, 
A.D. 25 8. Qjj. on the mofl foutbern mouth ii^lthc Danube 

^hey ra- who, with Maximus, had fucceeded Maximhius, 

^ageMce- refolved to nwch againft them; but was, ii^, the mean 
/a. time, murdered, with his colleague, by the mutinous fol- 

diery : *fo that the Gotb$, loaded with booty, retired beyond 
the Danube unmolcfled. Not long after, they made them- 
felves maftervS of d'hrace ; but were driven from theiicc be- 
yond the Danube by the emperor Gordian ^ ' He dying, 
and Philip, who fucceeded him, refufing to pay them their 
annual penfion, they palled the Danube, and, entering 
Thrace, committed <lrcadful ravages in that proviiv:c, as 
well as in Moefia. Philip difpatched againfl them the fena- 
tor Decius, who was* afterwards emperor ; but he, not 
thinking it advifcable to engage them, returned to Rome, 
after having difchaiged, with difgrace, the troops that had 
.fuifered them to pafs the Danube. Tbefe went over in a 
body to the enemy, commanded at that time by their king 
Yr. of FI. Oftrogotha, the grandfon of Amalus, who received them 
a 593 - kindly; and, being thus reinforced, laid liege to Marciano- 
A. D. Z45. poiis, the capital of Moefia : but not, being able to reduce 
Oftropotha abandoned the undertaking* in confideration of a large 

ravages inhabitants, who were glad thus to 

Thrace and compound with him, and avoid the calamities attending 
Mcefus. long fieges. Oltrogotha was fcarce returned to his own 
country, when Pallida, king of the Gepidae, elated with the 
fuccefs that had aftended his arms againft the Burgundians, 
whom he had alm^ft deftroyed, fent him the following 
haughty mefiage ; thaf the Gepidse being ftreighteneef 
for want of room, he mull either allow them lands, or pre-* 
pare for war. Oftrogotha anfwered, that he fhould be 
forry to engage in a war witjjji the Gepidae bis kinfmen; but 
was determined to part with no lands. Both nations took 

t Gord# 
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At field, and a Woody battle enfued, in* which the Gepi- 
dse we« defeated vfith great flaughter 5 but Oftrogotha, 
contenting himfelf with the viftory, fuffered the Gepidse 
to retire, and remain in tiieir own country unmolefted \ 
Oftrogotha was fucceeded by Cniva, who, forcing into 
Moefia, was defeated, with the lofs of thirty thoufand men, 
by Decius, the eldcft fon of the emperor of that name, 
whom at length he overcame, and, having put his whole 
army to the fword, obliged tite young priijge to fave him- 
felf by flight into the neighbouring provinces. Having iTow 
no enemy to oppofc, he»ma 3 e himfelf mafter of Phi- 
iippolis on tWiiebrus, put the inhabitants, to the number 
of »nc hundred thoufand to death, ravaged Thrace, 
and laid wafte great part of Macedon. Iij confequence of 
thefe ravages, the emperor Decius, fetting out from Rome, 
haftened into Pannoniaj where, putting himfelf at the head 
of his army, he overcame the Goths in feveral engagements, 
and drove them out of the Roman dominions : but they 
returned with a numerous army, headed by their king Cni- 
va; which obliged Decius to take the fiefd a fecond time, 
when at firft good fortune attended him ; for he reduced 
them^to fuch ftraits, that they offered to fet at liberty all 
the prifoners they had taken, and reliifquifh their booty, 
provided he would fuffer them to •retire unmolefted : but 
the emperor, who had fent Trebonianus Gallus, with a 
ftrong detachment, to cut off their retreat, thinking he 
had it now in his power to rid the empire of fo troublefome 
an enemy, inftead of hearkening to their propofals, marched 
‘'vith all his forces againft them. The Goths, knowing 
their all was at flake, repeived him with great intrepidity, 
and, fighting like men in defpair, gained a complete vic- 
tory. In the battle fell firft Decius, the emperor’s eldeft 
fon, and then the emperor himfelf ; upon whofe death the 
Goths made a dreadful havock of the difpirited army r. 
Decius being killed, Gallus was by the foldiery proclaimed 
emperor in his room ; but he, inftead of revenging the 
death of the late emperor, and the defea|; of the army, con-* 
eluded a peace with the Goths, fuffbring them to retire un- 
•molefted with all their booty, and tfie prifoners they had 
taken at Philippopolis, and elfewhere. He even engaged 
to pay them annually a confiderable fum, provided they con- 
tinued quiet in their own country *• Three years after this 
pacification they entered the Roman territories in a hoftile 

" R^r. Goth, p* 433^43$ - ^ Ammian, lib. xxxi. p. 

440. X ZoC, lib. i. p. 644. ^ 7 Zonar. p* a3J- ® Joru. 

cap. 1^, p, 6 j2, 2 of. lib. i, p. 644, Zonar. p. 23a. * 


177 

He aver* 
comes tkg 
Grph/a, 

Cnhsa, 
firft defeat* 
id hy the 
Roman Sf 
fains eat 
advan 
tafes over 
them,, 


Defeats 
and kith 
ike emperor 
Decius, 
and his fon* 



-^ 7 ® Hifiory of the Gafh* 

jnaniJer, probably becaufc their penfion waa not pafd^ } 
but iEmilian<us, who commanded (be troops ia. Fan-* 
aonia, attacked, and put them to flight, driving them en- 
tirely out of theempire, though his foldiers, at firft, be- 
tray^ great unwillingntfs to engage fo formidable an ene- 
my, In 25b, the Goths, with the Carpi, the Barani, and the 
Burgundians, made a new inroad into the empire, laying waitc 
ail Illyrkum: but the following year Aurelran, afterwards 
emperor, being feA't tofacccCd Ulpius Criiiitus in the com- 
maiid of the troops in Thrace and Illyricuniy drove them 
out of thofc provinces, took r. great number prifoners, 
and purfuing them beyond the Danube, wafte their 
country, and returned to Thrace loaded wifn booty l 
^le Goths After this cl^ck they continued quiet till the year 262, 
^ ivafe the ninth of the emperor Gailienus, when, entering uncx- 
pefledly ii^to Thrace, they made themfelves mailers of 
* that province, and from thence over- ran all Macedon, and 
laid fiege to TheflTalonica ; but being unable to reduce it, 
they attempted to enter Achaia, when Macrianus, who had 
aflbmed the title of Augullus, arriving in Greece on his 
march into Italy, fell upon them by furprize, and obliged 
them to fave themfelves by flight into their own country K 
^hey fit- At* the fame tide, another party of the Goths, Saving 
crofEid the Hellefpoiit^ under the condu£l of one Kafpa, 
committed dreadful ravages in Afia, plundered feveral ci- 
ties, and even the famous nemple of Diana at Ephefus 
On their return, they laid in afhes the poor remains of an- 
cient Troy V and, having repafled the Hellefpont, made an 
attempt upon Aquialum in Thrace j but having fruitlefsly 
remained fome days before that place, they abandoned the 
enterprize, and, after having ravaged Thrace, returned 
borne, carrying with them an immenfe booty. In the 
courfe of the following year, they made a new irruption in- 
to Alia ; but were foon driven out by the Roman troops 
^hty mahe qaartcred in that country. Two years after they became 
thimftl^es of all Dacia beyond the Danube, extending from 

mafters of (Jarpatian mountains, which had been re- 

duced by Trajan to a Roman province, and joined to Moo 
fla by a bridge, thelnoft magwifrccnl and wonderful of alJ^ 
that emperor^s works 

Encouraged by this fuccefs, the fbllowhig year, having 
built an incredible number of vefTels, they embarked in the 
Euxme Sea, and, landing at Heracle* in Pontus, over-raii 
Afia Minor, Lydia, and Bithynia, made themfelves mafters 
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of Nicomedia, plundered the Greek cities’in thofe countries, 
and laid wafte the pfovinces of Phrygia and Troas. In 13 i- 
tliynia they met with fomc oppofition ; as we are told, that 
a battle was fought there*; and, from the events that Suc- 
ceeded, it appears, that the Goths gained the vi£lory : for, 
on the one hand, the Romans, diflatisfied with the condud 
of Gallienus, were for fctting up another emperor; and, 
on the other, the Goths, purfuing their ravages, advanced 
as far as Galatia and Capi^tidocia, lafin^walte in<Jifcri- 
minately the countries through which they palled. • 

In the mean time the.brafe Odenatus, lamenting the 
niiferable cov^itioii to which Aha was reduced by the Goths, 
haitened to the‘relief of that province : but the Goths, un- butretin 
willing to engage fo renowned a commander, re-embarked 
at Heracld^, and by the Euxine fca returned home, with an ^Q^natis. 
irnmenfe booty, and an incredible number of captives 
Many of them, however, were drowned, in confequence 
of having been attacked on their return by the Roman fleet. 

Next year, they again embarked, and landing at the mouth 
of the Danube, laid waile great part of Wloefia ; but were 
defeated by the troops and generals who guarded Byzan- 
tium. However, they advanced as far as Iliyricum ; S'bfy 
but fieing there informed, that the Hefuli had received a 
dreadful repulfc in Greece, theyJjegan to retire, when 
Marcian and Claudius, whom Gallienus had fent againft ^ 
them, purfuing them clofe, •put great numbers to the 
fword ^ Claudius was for cutting off their retreat, as 
might have been eafily done, and putting them all to death ; 
but Marcian thought it more advifeable to fuflfer them to 
retire. 


To be revenged on Claudius, they no fooner heard that 
he was raifed to the empire than, ftimulating all the nor- 
thern nations againft him, they aflembled on the banks of 
the Tyras, now the Niefter, and there built, fays Zofimus, 
two thoufand veflels. Having employed the whole year 268, 
in making the neceflary preparations, they embarked, to 
the number of three hundred and twepty thoufand fight- 
ing men, and landing in Lefler Scythia, laid fiege at 
•the fame time to the city of Tcyni ?n that province, and 
to MarcianopolivS in Moefia ; but being, in feveral attacks, 
i^epulfed at both places, they re-embarked on the Euxine 
fea, and entered the ftreights of the Bofphorus, where, 
by the rapidity of the current, and the great number of 
their fhips running foul of each other, they fufFered a 
great lofs both of men and vefTels, Moreover, they met 
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With a vigorous oppofition from the inhabitants of Byzan- 
tium », Making therefore what haft^ they could out of the 
ftreights, they attacked the city of Cyzicns on the Propon- 
tisb*, but not being able to reduce it, they abandoned the 
cnterprizc. Then entering the j^igsean fca, they refitted 
their (battered vcfiels at Mount Athos in Macedon, and af- 
terwards laid fiegc to Cafiandria and Thefl'alonica, two ci- 
ties in the fame province : but when they were upon the 
poi^ of making *themfelveS mafters of both, news was 
br6ught them, that Claudius approached at the head of a 
powerful army That princey upon the firfl intelligence 
of their irruption into the empire, had diihf^tchcd his bro- 
ther Quintillus agalnft them ; but, under nim, commined 
the chief command of the army to Aiirelian, afterwards 
emperor, whom he had on that occafion appointed generv-il 
of all the troops in Thrace, Illyricnm, and the other fron- 
tier prdvinces ; but when he was informed of the number 
of the enemy’s forces, he refolved to head the anriy in 
perfon. 

He could notj however, fetout fo foon as he intended, it 
being difficult, as the empire had been entirely exhauiled 
by his predccefibr Gallicnus, to make the nccefi'ary prepa- 
rations for an exfjcditicn of fuch importance. The Goths, 
therefore, abandoning*the fiege of Thefialonica, upon the 
firfl report of his approach, advanced into the country ou 
the banks of the river A^rius, plundered Pelagonia, and 
committed great ravages in the neighbourhood of Doberus 
in Paeonia, where they were vigoroufly attacked by the Dal- 
matian horfe, who fignalized thernfclves on this occafion, 
and killed near three thoufand of the enemy. The reft 
took their route to Upper Moefia, and were met by Clau- 
dius in the neighbourhood of NailTus, whom they imme- 
diately engaged *. The vi£lory continued long doubtful, 
and the Romans at firfl gave ground ; but returning through 
certain narrow^ pafics to the charge, they fell unexpectedly 
upon the Goths, who, after along and obilinate refiftance, 
neirartr^ were in the end jut to flight, and entirely routed. Such 
it utterly them as had the good luck to make their efcape, returned 
^iaudms Macedon, dbverjng their rear with their waggons ;*> 

but they found no fence againfl the famine that raged 
amongfl them, and daily carried off great numbers of men 
and horfes. The Roman cavalry, attacking them in front, 
cut off many thoufands, and, by guarding the pafles of Ma- 
cedon, obliged them to entrench themfelves on Alount 

z Claud* Vit. p. 105. Zof. lib. i. p 654. Ammian. 
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Kjemus, where they pafTed the winter in •the greatefl hard- 
fliips imaginable. 

As to their fleet, one part of it, feparating From the reft, 
ravaged ThefTaly and Aqjiaia, and took a great many pri- 
foners in the open country, not being able to reduce one 
hnglecity; fo fays Zofimus. However, Zonaras tells us, 
that they made thcmfelves mailers of Athens ; and that, 
having piled together in one heap all the books they found 
there, with a defign to fet fijfe to thern^ tliey would have 
deprived the world of that invaluable treafLft*e, had not pne 
among them, more difcerning«than the reft, told his com- 
panions, that while the (!jr£eks amufed thcmfelves with 
thofe books, they negltdled the art of war, and were cafily 
overcome The fame author adds, that Cleodemus, a 
native of ^Athens, having aflembled fo^ne tioops and 
veffels, attacked them by fea, put great numbers to the 
fword, and obliged the rell to favc thcmfelves by flight into 
other countries. From Athens they failed to the iflands of 
Crete, Rhodes, and Cyprus ; bur no-wbere performed any 
exploit woith mentioning. Having loft great numbers of 
their men by the plague, they returned . therefore to win- 
ter ill Macedon, where the contagious diftemper completed 
their»ruin h Thofe who had taken refuge on Mount Hae- 
mus were, before the end of winter, reduced by the plague 
and famine to a very fmall number; fo that Claudius might 
have faved himfelf the trouble of attacking them. 

However, that prince, bent upon their utter deftrudion, 
marched againft them early in the fpring, and, having 
furrounded them on all Tides, put feveral thoufands to 
the fword in dift'erent fkirmiflies. Ncverthelefs the in- 
fantry having one day attacked them without the cavalry, 
which was employed elfewhere, the Romans, after having 
behaved fome time with great gallantry, turned their backs, 
and fled. On this occafion, the lofs on the fide of the Ro- 
mans was very confiderable, and muft have been much 
greater, had not the cavalry come feafonably to their relief'”. 
The Romans, not in the leaft difheartened by this lofs, con- 
tinued harafhng theCoths without intefmiflion, and ftrait- 
ening them daily more and more. As the plague, at the 
fame time, made a dreadful havo(?k among them, they were 
at length obliged to fubmit, and beg quarter ; which was 
granted them. Some of them were incorporated among 
the Roman troops; to others lands were given to cultivate j 
and a fmall number of them found means to make their cf- 

* Zonar. p. 239. ^ Amniian. lib. xxxi. p. 445* Zof. 
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cape. As the arn-iy was compofed of various northern na^ 
tions, and followed by a great number women, fervants, 
and children/ all the provinces of the empire were filled 
with captives, among whom were feveral kings, and wo- 
men of diflin£lion. The emperor ordered fome of their 
waggons to be burnt, and gave the reft, with a great num- 
hcr of Haves, to the public On account of this victory, 
Claudius took the fuinamc of Gothicus, in the fecond year 
of his reign, but fexon after di,ed at Sirmium of the plague, 
whi^h had corftributed fo much to his vi£tory over the 
Goths. ♦ 

He M^as fucccedcd by his brother Quintillus ; during 
whofe fhort reign the Goths, who had made their efcape 
They plu»> from Mpunt Haemus, plundered the city of Anquialum^ in 
Thrace, and made an attempt upon Nicopolisi in Lower 
BfAnquia- driven out of that province by the Ro- 

man troops. That fame year the Goths, notwithftanding 
Yr. of FI. the lofl'es they bad fuftained, again entered the empire and 
a6iS, Pannonia, and laid wafte that province ; which irruption 
' ' Aurelian, who h?d been juft raifed to the empire, no fooner 
^Aake new learned, than he loft Rome, and putting himfelf at the head 
inroads into of the army, marched againft them. As the enemy did 
the empire) not retire at his approach, a battle enfued, which continued 
hut are jiij night, when the two armies parted, without the leaft 
by^Aare^^ advantage being gained on either fide. However, the Goths, 
iiaa* being willing to renew jhe combat, repafled the Da- 

nube in the dead of the night, and fent ambafladors next 
morning to fue for peace ® ; which was granted them, the 
Alemans being at that time in arms, and ready to invade 
Italy : but this peace was not of Jong duration ; for, two 
years after, Aurelian, on his march into the Eaft againft 
the celebrated Zenobia, found them ravaging Thrace, and 
drove them out of that province ; he even pafted the Da- 
nube, and having engaged Cannabaud, a Gothic prince, 
flew him, and five thoufand of bis men. It was, perhaps, 
on this occafion, that the emperor took a chariot drawn by 
four ftags, which he afterwards made ufe of in his trium- 
phal entry into Rofcic ; for he is faid to have taken it from 
a Gothic prince. Among the prifoners were ten wo-,^ 
men, who had fought iA the habit of men, and a great 
many more were found among the dead. The empe- 
ror, in a letter to Gallonius Avitus^ governor of Thrace, 
iricnttons fome Gothic women of diftindlion, whom he 
^laftTcnt to Peri nth us, to be kepphere, and entertained 

f Sync^l p. Zonar. p. »35j. • Zof. lib. i. p. 654, 655. 
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4 maimer fuitable to their rank ^ Among thefe was a 
woman of the bloodtroyal, named Huntla, whom the em- 
peror gave in marriage to Bonofus, one of his generals, who, 
in the reign of Probus, uftirpcd the fovereignty, as we have 
related elfe where, • 

Two years after, the Goths made a fettlement in Dacia, Yr. of Fh 
beyond the Danube, which was abandoned by Aurelian, *622. 
who well knew that he could not maintain it, without an 
immenfe charge, in the midflqf fo manyjbarbarous nations'^. If, 

They afterwards entered, in feparate and nifmerous bodies, inDaci^, 
Pontus, Cappadocia, Galatia, *and Cilicia, pretending to 
have been invited by Aurelian, who died fomc months be- 
fore, to ferve as auxiliaries againlt the Perfians; but Taci- 
tus, who had fuccceded that prince, not thinking it advife- 
able to trirft them, endeavoured, by fair lAcans, and even 
by offering them confiderable fums, to induce them to re- 
turn home. His offers w'ere accepted by fomc ; bi^t others 
refufing to retire upon any terms, the emperor, and his bro- 
ther Florianus, fell upon them, put great numbers to the 
fword, and* drove the refl entirely out of th*; empire'. 

In 278, the fecond of the reign of Probus, they entered 
Thrace, and advanced as far as illyricum, laying wafle the 
counwy with fire and fword; but they nc^fooner Ivcard that 
the emperor was marching againft them, and had already 
reached Rhxtia, than they withdrew, leaving their booty 
behind them. From Rhaetia th^ emperor purfued his march 
into Illyricum, and thence into 'i brace, where he was met 
by deputies from the Gothic nations, fuing for peace, and probus,' 
fubmitting to his power. No farther mention is made of 
the Goths till the year 289, the fifth of Dioclcfian's reign, A. D. 189# 

who is faid to have gained a complete vi£l:oryover the Sar- 

matians, or Goths. Eumenes informs us, that the whole 

nation of the Sarmatians was cut off, and the province of . 

Dacia, beyond the Danube, which they bad feized, reunited 

to the empire*. For this victory Dioclcfian aflumed the 

fu rname of Sarmaticus, as appears from fcveral ancient coins 

and inferiptions. 

From the fifth of Dioclcfiau^s reign \o the fifteenth of 
,Conllantine*s, the Goths gave no diflurbance to the empire, 
being engaged in wars with the iiteighbouring nations; but Th^ ouer^ 
all we know of thefe wars is, that they not only overcame 
the Burgundians, but likewife the Vandals, with their king 
yifumar, a prince of great renown, defeended from the Af- ya»dali ; 
dingi, the molt illuftrious family of that nation. The Van- 


^ Bonof Vit. p, >47, <1 Aur. Vit. p, ^ Zonnr. p. *40. 

Jrb. i. p. 66*. Prob. Vit. p. a»8. » Norif. de Pioclcf. cap. 4. 
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The Hi/lory of the Goths, 

dais were, it feen?6, entirely driven put ; for we arc told» 
that they begged and obtained Pann^nia of the emperor 
Conftantine *.* The Goths were no fooncr difengaged from 
other wars, than they broke into the empire s but were over- 
come by Conftantine in feveral battles fought at Campana 
in Pannonia, and atMarga and Bdnonia, in Upper Moefia”. 
Zofimus mentions a city befieged by Raufimodes, king of 
the Sarmatians, and relieved by Conftantine ; who, having 
defeated the enemy, put the^m to flight, purfued the fu- 
gitives crofs tke Danube, and forced them to a fccond 
patfie, in which great numbers were (lain, and, among the 
reft, the king himfelf. Such as dlcaped the general flaugh- 
ter, fubmitted to Conftantine, who returned from this ex- 
pedition with an incredible number of captives. Notwfth- 
ftanding this defeat, the Goths next year madej-i frefh in- 
curfion into the empire, while the emperor was bufied in 
conftrudfing a port at Theflalonica ; and, over-running 
Thrace and Moefia, ravaged both provinces, and tooLa great 


many prifoners Conftantine marched againft the Goths 
with incredible expedition, and, falling upon them, gave 
them a total overthrow. He purfued the enemy with great 
{laughter into the dominions of Licinius ; a circumftance 
^ which that prince highly refenting, a war was kindled be- 
tween him and C?)nftantine, of which we have given the 
particulars elfewhere. * 

The Goths, thus overcome, fued for peace, which was 
granted them, upon their fetting at liberty all the prifoners 
TA<y ojjifl they had taken. *Cqnftantine, it feems, even entered into 
* alliance with them j for they affifted him againft Lici- 

^anius ' with ^ body of forty tboufand men, who were diftin- 
^ guifhed by the name of foederati, or allies Thefe are, 
doubtlefs, the Goths who, as we read in an anonymous 
writer publifhed by Valefius, fought at the battle of Chal- 
" cedop, under the condufk of one of their princes named 

^hiymaU Aljquaca. Nojwithftanding the peace and alliance they 
niw m- pi^de with Conftantine, they began, about eight years after, 
Vhtlsmbht’ make new inroads into the empire. Zofimus informs 
^ ^ ’us, that the Taifalis, a Gothic nation, having broken into 

the Roman territories with five hundred horfe, Conftantine, ^ 
who was then in M^fia^ fuflPered them to lay wafte the’ 
country to the very gates of his camp ; and, inftead of put- 
ting his troops in battle-array to oppofe them, he betook 
himfelf to a precipitate flight, after having loft great part of 
his army Zofimus is the only author who relates this 


* Jorn, per. Vandal. lib, i. » Zof. lib, ii. p. 68 q. Optat, 

cap. z3. V Ammian. p. 474. » Jorn. Rcr. Goth. 
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^ent, which" is altogether incredible. Socrates tells uSt 
that the Goths and ^armatians over-ran fome provinces ; 
but were overcome and driven out by Conftantine 

The fame year, a war t^reaking out between the Gojhs Yr. of FL 
and Sarmatians, the latter had recourfe to Conftantine, who, 
gladoftheopportunitywliichofferedto humble that ferocious 
nation, fell upon them while they were employed in plun- 
dering the territories of the Sarmatians, and gained a me- adreadfal 
morable victory over them on |he twentijthof April. Near ovenktvw* 
a hundred thoiifand of the enemy were either put to ihe 
fword, or perilhed after the b;»ttle with hunger and cold ; 
ii defeat which obliged Araric their king to fue for peace, 
and deliver hoftages to the emperor, among whom was his 
own fon*. 

This victory is afcrlbed by fome to Coilftantine Caefar ; 
and the emperor Julian tells us, that one of Conftantine’s 
fons awed the Goths with his viftories : but Eutropius « 
and Eufebius ^ tell us, in exprefs terms, that the Goths were 
overcome by Conftantine in a great battle ; and Eufebius 
writes, that Conliantine, difdaining to pay tribute to the 
Barbarians, as other emperors had done, marched againft 
them, while they were engaged in a war with the Sarma- 
tians^and, having fubdued the whole natisn, obliged, partly 
by dint of arms, partly by treaties, ,tbe innumerable tribes, 
into which they were divided, to obey his commands. So- 
zomen and Socrates fay, that, the victory he gained over 
them was fo evidently miraculous, that, the Goths acknow- 
leging the power of the God adored by Conftantine, great 
numbers of them embraced the Chriftian religion, which 
had been firft preached among them about the year 270 *. 

Joriiandes takes no notice of the vi£tory gained over the 
Goths by Conftantine, but only tells us, that they fupplied 
his army with a body of forty thoufand men, which was 
kept always complete ^ 

The Goths not only continued quiet, but ferved the Ro- Tk^fervi 
mans with great fidelity, during the remaining part of Con- in the Ro* 
ftantine’s reign, and in the reigns of Conftans, Julian, Jo- manarmj. 
vian, and Valentinian I. « but, in the ffrft of Valcns, they 
^made inroads into Thrace, and laid wafte that province ^ 

The emperor, who was fcarccly feated on his throne, in- 
ftead of employing his troops agarnft them, fent a confi- 
derable fum j which they no fooner received than they 

* SoerSt. lib. i. cap. 11. p. 4S. ■ Anonym. Ammian. p. 37^. 

Mul. Orat. i, p. i6. c Eutrop. p. 538. ^ Pnfeb. Vit. Conftant, 
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foihote «11 hoftilides, and returned home. The following 
year, 365, while the emperor was intBithynia, news was 
brought him, diat the Goths were ready to break again into 
Thrace. In confcquence of this, advice Valens difpatched 
a body of troops to reinforce thofe under the command of 
count Julian, who were polled on the banks of the Da- 
nube } a pfecaution which prevented their crolfirig that 
river. In the mean time Procopius having revolted, and 
pfvrfer a^umed the title of emperqr, the Goths, efpoufmg his 
ftgiopiiUf caufe, fent a b6(ly of three thoufand men to his afliflance ; 

but Procopius being defeates?., taken, and put to death, be- 
fore their arrival, they continued in the territories of the’ 
empire, committing great ravages in Thrace and Mocfia. 
Vaiens fent a ftrong detachment again ft them, who having 
cut off their retretlt, they were obliged to laydown fheir arms, 
and yield themfelves prifoners K Hermanaric was then 
king of the Goths, of thofe at leaft who by Ammianus are 
ftyled Greutongi, and by Jornandes Oftrogoths j but that 
body of troops had been fent to the alliftance of Procopius 
by Athanaric, whom Ammianus calls fometimes^one of the 
moft powerful men among the Goths*', and fometimes the 
judge of the Thervingian Goths, that is, according to Jor- 
mndes, of the Vifigoths^. He was a man of great cotftage, 
and yet his courage, fays Themiftius was inferior to his 
, penetration, eloquence, and addrefs. He no fooner received 
intelligence of the captivity gf his men, than he difpatched 
ambafladors to Vaiens, requefting they might be fet at li- 
berty, as they had been fent by a friend and ally of the Ro- 
mans to the afiiftancc of a Roman emperor. At the fame 
time the letters were produced which he had received from 
Procopius. On the other hand, Vaiens fent Vidlor, gene- 
ral of the horfe, to complain of Athanaric, for affifting a 
rebel againft his lawful foverelgn. The Goths anfwered, 
that they had looked upon Procopius as the kinfman of 
Conftantine ; and that it was not their bufinefs to examine 
whether he was or was not a lawful prince : therefore, if 
- they were deceived, the emperor ought to excufe them. 

But Vaiens coul# not be prevailed upon to fet the captive 
Goths at liberty, being refolved, as he was then engaged , 
jp no other wars, upon humbling that powerful nation. 
With this view great preparations were made throughout 
the empire; which occafioned a great confternation among 
the people, who, as they had a high opinion of the va- 
loup^ the Goths, dreaded the iffue of this war. ^At the 

t Zof. lib. iv. p. 740. Ammian. lib. xxxi. p. 440. i Jorn. 
lUr. Gotb. cap. zy p. 643. ® Theraift. p 136. " ZoC p. 74 ** 
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fame time, in the difmantliiifj of Clialce<l<Jn, certain verfes 
were found engraved a ilonc, which doubled their fears 
for they feemed ancient, and foretold a dreadfdl inuiid;uU»u 
of Barbarians into Thrace^®. The emperor himfelf feems 
to have been under no fmall apprehenfion of this war 5 tor 
Theodorct tells us, that before lie fet out on fo <langerous 
an expedition, in order to render heaven propitious to his 
undertaking, he received the facrament of baptifm p. Ihc 
Goths, on the other hand, fusing the emperor bent upon 
war, began to draw together their forces, with a defign to 
anticipate him in the firft attack*. Valens no fooner under- 
hood their defign, than he* ordered his troops to take the 
held, thougli in the depth of winter, and foon after came 
in perfon to head them. Upon his arrival he fent hrong 
detachments to guard the banks of the Danube, and cn- 
camped, with the reft of the army, in the neighbourhood 
of Marcianopolis, the metropolis of Lower Moefia Am- 
mianus^ and Zofimus^ tells us, that early in the fpring be v* 
left Marcianopolis*, and, having paffed the Danube on a " 

bridge of boats, ravaged the enemy’s county far and near, A.D. 

without meeting with the leall oppofition, the Goths hav- — 

ing retired at his approach to the neighbouring mountains, 

In th# beginning of .the autumn he led Jiack his army, to 
the Roman dominions, and pafled the winter at Marciano- ifyTit 
polls, wlience, as foon as the feafon was fit for a61ion, he wa//. 
marched to the banks of th<f Danube, with a defign to crofs 
that river, and purfue the ravages be had begun the year 
before ; but the Danube continuing greatly fwelled the 
whole lummer, he was obliged to remain encamped in the 
fame place till the latter end of autumn, when he returned 
to Marcianopolis, and there took up his winter quarters. 

In the follow'ing year the emperor marched into Leficr 
Scythia, and having paiTed the Danube at Noviodununi, 
advanced far into the enemy’s country, deflroying alJ with 
fire and /w^ord. The Goths, not daring to keep the field, 
lay concealed in the woods and morafl'es, whence they fre- 
quently fallied out upon the Romans. Againfl: them the 
emperor employed not the foldiers, but the fervants of the 
,army, and thofe who attended the baggage, promifing them 
3 certain fum for each head they fhould bring. Animated 
by this encouragement, they rcfolutcly entered the woods 
2 ud marlhcs, and, hunting the Goths like wild beads, put 
great numbers of them to the fword in their very afylums ; 
lo that they were ftruck with conllernation, and fent am- 

® Eunap. Excerpt, p. 18, 19. P Theodor. lib. iv. cap. ir. p. 
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baflacfdrs to fae fbr peace. Such is the account given b) 
Zofimus: but Ammianus writes thatrj Valens, having at- 
tacked and overcome in feveral encounters the Greuthongi, 
a warlike nation of the Goths, .dwelling at a confiderable 
diftance from the Danube, at length defeated Athanaric, 
who, at the head of a numerous army, had ventured to 
give him battle. 

After this vi£Vory Valens returned to Marclanopolls, with 
a defign to winter <here, jamk renew the war early in the 
fpring ; but in ‘the mean time the Goths earneflly filing, by 
repeated embaflies, for pcaco, hc^was at lall prevailed upon, 
by the fenate of Conftantinoplc, to hearken to their propo- 
fals *. What induced the fenate to become mediators in 
behalf of a nation by them fo much dreaded, and now 
reduced to the titmoft diltrefs, we cannot Icarrfr Valens, 
after having returned a favourable anfwer to the ambafl’a- 
dors, approached the Danube, and appointed Victor and 
Arintheus to treat with the Goths. After fome conferences 
a peace was concluded, which redounded greatly to the ho- 
nour of the Romons ; for, in virtue of this treaty, the Goths 
were not for the future to pafs the Danube, or fet foot on 
the Roman territories, on any account whatfoever, excepting 
that of trade, whiuh was now confined to two cities the 
Danube. They were i^ot to expert or claim the penfions 
which had been paid them annually by other emperors; 
but Valens confented to pontinue Athanaric’s penfion. 
This peace was ratified and figned by Valens and Atha- 
naric, who met for that purpofe in boats in the middle of 
the Danube, the latter abfolutely refufing to pafs that river, 
his father having obliged him, as he pretended, folemnly 
to fwear never to tread on Roman ground Valens hav- 
ing thus concluded a peace with the Goths, ordered the 
forts on the Danube to be repaired, and fome new cafiles 
to be built ; then leaving fome flrong garrifons in them, as 
if he diftrulted the Barbarians, he returned to Marciano- 
polis, and from thence to Conftantinoplc 

Hcrmanaric, king of the Goths, was defeended from the 
noble family of th€ Amali, and had fignalized himfelf in 
feveral wars, infomuch that he was compared to Alexan-., 
der the Great. Jornandes names the many northern na- 
tions he fubdued ; but he might as well have fpared hina- 
felf that trouble, moft of them being utterly unknown 
Among the reft he mentions the Heruli, dwelling near the 
Ralus Maeotis ; the Venedi on the German ocean ; and the 

t Thcmift* Orat, x. p. 133. “ Ammian. p. 341, 34a. w Zof. 
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on the borders of the prefcnt PruiJia and Poland. 

Ablavius, as quotetf by Jornandes, afiures ns, that Her- 
manaric was obeyed by all the nations of Scythia and Ger- 
many. However, not thinking himfelf in a condition *to 
withftand the Hun ns, who, puffing the Palus Mxotis in 
376, over-ran his country, he chofe rather to lay violent 
hands on himfelf, than to behold the calamities that threat- 
ened his people y. He was fuccccded by Vithimir, who, 
attempting to make head agailift the Hifnns^ fell in battle. 

His fon Vitheric, driven out by the Hunns, retired, with 
his people, to the prefent Sodoliu, lying between the Nie- 
per a3id the Danube. Athanaric, king or chief of the Ther- 
vingi or Vifigoths, alarmed at this fudden irruption of the 
Hunns, encamped, with all the forces he could colle<£l:, on 
the banks (ft the Danaftus or Niefter, in order to difpiite 
with the enemy the paffiage of that river, which parted the 
country of the Thervingi from that of the Greutitongi or 
Oltrogoths; but the Hunns falling upon him unexpe6ledly, ff,eGo*f<s 
obliged hirp to abandon his country, and take refuge in the ^invenoui 
prefent Moldavia ; where he fortified himftjlf with a wall hihe 
from the Pruth to the Danube. Bunnu 

A general confternation being now fpread among the , 

Goth^ fuch of them as had the good to efcape the 
dreadful havock which the Hunns made of their natioiii 
either fubmitted to them, or fled for refuge to the Roman 
dominions. Two hundred thoufand of them were admitted Admitted 
by Valens into Thrace, upon their promifmg to live peace- 
^bly there, and to ferve, when wanted, in the Roman ar- 
mies ; but beiqg juftly provoked at the cruel treatment they 
met with from the Roman officers, who were to fupply them 
'vith provifions, they had fcarce entered Thrace when they 
began to mutiny, and plunder the country. This violence 
gave rife to a long and bloody war between them and the Ro- 
nians. At length they fubmitted to Theodofius I. and were Yr. of FI, 
allowed by him to fettle in Thrace and Mccfia; which two 2730. 
provinces were almoft quite depopulated by the frequent in- A. D. 3Sa. 
curfions of the neighbouringBarbarians,and the late deftruc- 
live war ^ The emperor exempted them from all the tri- 
^utes and taxes that were paid by jhe other fubje£ls of the 
empire. Great numbers of them entered into the Roman ftus,they 
fervice, but formed a feparate body, and were commanded r^evve 
by officers of their own nation 5 a diftimSbion which proved 
the fource of many evils ; but as they were well acquainted 
^iththe avarice, injuftice, and cruelty of the Roman offi- 
cers, they refufed to | ut themfelves into their power, and 

Ammiaii' lib. xxx’» p 4 ?o. * Thenaift Orat. xvi. p. *59* 
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infifed upon their continuing united, in order to fecurc 
themfclyes agnind fuch infults as the^ had reafon to appre- 
hend, when difperi'ed among the Roman troops. What 
chiefly induced the Goths to layfdown their arms and fub- 
mit to Ihcodofius, was that prince’s generous behaviour to 
4 tha»ane Athanaric ; who being, by a faclion at home, driven out 
Sths re- o£ the country, which he had polieflecl, in fpite of the 
Hunns, beyond the Danube, came to Conftantinople, not- 
*%eddia^ai dath he had made never to tiead on Ro- 

CMflanit’ F[r®und. The emperor went out to meet the prince, received 
him with great marks of frihiuifbip, and attejidcd him into 
the city, which he entered on the nth of January 381 
but died on the 25th of the fame month. The emp/ ror 
gave orders for his funeral after the Roman manner, with 
fuch pomp and foleninity, that the Goths, wlito had at- 
tended him in his fliglit» out of gratitude to the emperor, 
who ha!l thus honoured the memory of their deceafed prince, 
took upon them to guard the banks of tlie Danube, and pre- 
vented the Romans from being attacked on tha,t fide; and 
the Goths, who had for feverai years, maintained a war with 
the lionians in the very heart of the empire, were fo captivated 
with the generolity and good-n.ituie of Theoclofius, that they 
reuauiicod all fartflier thoughts of war, and fubmitted to the 
Jiaws of the empire. Soon after the fubmiffion of the Goths, 
31 foldicr of that nation having committed fomc iliforder at 
Conftantinople,the populace fell upon him, and having mur- 
dered him, threw his body into the fca. The emperor fear- 
ing the Goths might, upon this provocation, have recourfe 
to unns and renew the war, refented his c||?ath to fuch a 
degree, that he deprived the people of the bread which, by 
hisordeis, was daily dillributed among them. The em- 
peror, however, was appeafed after a few hours, and the 
order he had given was revoked 

The Gothfi, who were allowed by Theodofius to fettle 
ill Thrace, w^ere, for the moft part, Thervingians or Vifi- 
goths. As for the Greuthongians, or Ollrogoths, they 
continued in their^ancient feats, but fubjedf to the Hunns, 
who, as we have already mentioned, fufFered them to be 
fhOfiro- governed by their own kjngs. However, great numbers of'' 
gQthehremk them, not able to brook that fubjedion, broke into the em- 
int§ the pire under tlie command of Odotheus, whom Claudian ho- 
nours with the title of king^ Their deCgn was to fettle, 
as their countrymen the Vifigoths had done, in fome of the 
Roman provinces ; but Theodofius, fearing the empire 

» Zof. p. 7^9. Ammian. p. 214. Socrat. p. 267. Thcmift. Orat. xv. 
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fnight be thus over-run by the Barbarians, marcheil againft 
them in perfon, withliis fon Arcadius, gave th^ien a total de- 
feat, and returned, with an incredible number of captives, to 
Conftantinopic, which hc'enteredin triumph on the i2tUof 
Odtober of the year 386 **. This, according to Zohmua, is aH 
the part Theodofius had in that vidbory ; but all other au- 
thors are of opinion that the emperor commanded his troops 
in perfon ; and Claudian tells us, that ht engaged Odo- 
theus himfelf, who was killed in the baAle V The greater 
part of this numerous army being cither cut in pieces, taken 
prifoners, or drowned in tie t/anube, the emperor ordered 
Majoranus, w^ho commanded under him, to i^rofs that ri- 
ver^ and lay wafte the enemy's country ; which he did ac- 
cordingly, without meeting, with the le^ft oppofition ^ 
Tbeodolius'ordered all the prifoners to be fet at liberty, and 
even made their leaders rich prefcnts,in order to induce them 
to enter into his fervice, according to Zolimus anefemploy 
them againft Maximus. 

The GoUis continued quiet from this time to the firfl 
year of Arcadius and Honorius, where the^ were inftigated 
by the famous Rufinus to invade the empire. Rufinus go- 
verned with an abfolute fway in the Ealt under Arcadius j 
and Stilicho, with the fame arbitrary fvfay, ruled in the 
Weft under Honorius*, but as the latter pretended to have 
been appointed by Theodofius guardian to both his children, 
he was preparing to march into the Eaft, to difpofTefs his 
rival of the authority he had ufurped. Rufinus, therefore, 
to divert this ftorm, refolved to fet all in a flame, and in- 
volve the whole empire in the utmofl: confufion. With this 
view, he privately llimulated the Hunns, viho advanced as 
far as Antioch, deftroying all with (ire and fword. At the 
fame time, he encouraged the celebrated Alaric to put 
himfelf at the head of his countrymen the Vifigoths, and 
break into Greece. Alaric was defeended from the family 
of the Balthi, the moll illuftrious of the Gothic nation, 
after that of the Amali. He palled the Danube in 37$, with 
his countrymen driven out of their o\^n country by the 
Hunns, and ferved with great reputation in the war between 
•the Romans and Goths, which lafted from that time to the 
year 382, when they all fubmitted to Theodofius, and were 
allowed to fettle in Thrace, upon condition of their ferving 
in the Roman armies. According to this agreement, they 
' attended Theodofius in his expedition againft the ufurper 
Eugenius ; on which occafion Alaric commanded a body of 
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his countrymen, * As Theodofius had preferred him to nO 
higher raxik,^ he was dilTatisfied, and fcven threatened to re* 
volt. , Jlufinus finding him thus difpofed, encouraged him 
by^his emiffaries,, and even by privately conveying to him 
confiderable Turns, to aifemble as many Barbarians as he 
could, and with them lay wafte the Roman provinces, af^ 
faring him, that he might penetrate as far as Greece, with- 
out the leaft oppofition **. 

Alaric, thus aniVnated, alTdmblcd a numerous army, con- 
fifling chiefly of his countrymen, among whom ferved a 
body of Hunns, who that vdinte^r had paffed the Danube on 
the ice; and, entering Panngnia, he laid wafte that province, 
and afterwards ravaged Macedon and Theflaly. ^^?Ihen 
he drew near the famous ftreights of I’hermopylae, Geron- 
tiufl, one of Rufinus’s creatures, who guarded fnem, with- 
drew, purfuant to the orders he had received from his pa- 
tron, and opened a free pafiage for the Barbarians into 
Greece, where they raged with incredible fury, rifling the 
temples, pillaging the cities, arid committing fpch ravages 
and devaftations, as were fevercly felt by the unhappy in- 
habitants for many years after, Antioch us, at that time pro- 
conful of Achaia, and another of Rulinus's creatures, never 
offering to oppofd them. Thus was the whole country be- 
tween Dalmatia, the Adriatic gulf, and the Euxine fea, laid 
wafte, and the city of Conftantinople itfelf, in a manner, 
befieged, parties of the Barbarians advancing, with great 
boldnefs, to the very gates of that metropolis. Rufinus, at- 
tired after the Gothic manner, went out, as he faid, to 
treat with them, and was received by the Barbarians with 
extraordinary marks of efteem ; which confirmed the fufpi- 
cion moft people entertained of his treachery. 

News of thefe ravages were no fooner brought to Stilicho, 
than he refolved to march to the relief of Greece \ in which 
undertaking he embarked the more readily, as he hoped it 
would afford him an opportunity of ruining his rival Rufi- 
nus, and getting the whole power of both empires into his 
own hands. Leaving therefore Gaul, where he then was, 
he fet forward wfth all the Weftern troops, and thofe like- 
wife of the Eaft, that had been left in the Weft after th®' 
defeat of Eugenius. He*paffed, with incredible expedition, 
the Julian Alps, crofTed Dalmatia, and, entering TheflTaly, 
was but at a fmall diftance from the enertiy’s army, when 
an officer arrived in the camp, with a peremptory order 
from Arcadius to fend him forthwith the Oriental troops, 


h Claud, in Ruf. lib. ii. p. ai, Jornan. Rer, Gotfe cap. 19. 
Socrat, lib. vii. cap. xo. p. 346. Zof. p* 7S3, 



The Wflory of the Goths. 

dtid return with the reft into the Weft, his order Rufinus 
had procured, concluding, that, if the Barbarians were 
overcome alnd rcprefted, the ftorm would fall upon bis own 
head. However, Stilichcv not daring to difobey it, f^nt 
back the troops belonging to the Eafteni empire, under the 
conduct of one Gainas, by birth a Goth, and his intimate 
friend, and returned with the remainder to Italy, leaving 
the Goths to purfue their ravages without conftraint ^ (G). 
Thus the Goths continued in* Greece, ind^the other Ro- 
man provinces, all the year 395, deftroying all with fire 
and fword, and fending in{o tileir owm country an incre- 
dible number of captives, with the whole wealth of the ra- 
vag^d provinces. 

As Arcadius, to whom thefe provinces belonged, feemed 
entirely to fiegle£l them, Stilicho, pitying the condition to 
which they were reduced, fet out again with the Weftern 
troops to relieve them. He embarked on the Adriatic fea, 
and, landing in Peloponnefiis, cut off great numbers of the 
Barbarians , in fcveral encounters, and obliged the reft to 
take refuge on a mountain in Arcadia, named Pholoe, at a 
fmall diftance from Pifa. But, after he had ineJofed them 
on all fides, and even turned the courfe of a river that fup- 
plied ^hem with water, he fuffered them, by his mifeon- 
du<ft, fays Zofimus, to efcape, and .withdraw out of Pelo- 
ponnefus unmolefted, and to ravage Epirus in their retreat*^. 
He then returned to Italy, p«rmitting his foldiers to de- 
ftroy and carry off whatever had efcaped the avarice and 
fury of the Goths. The poet Claudian tells us, that Siili- 
cho would have put Alaric and all his men to the fword. 


* Zof. p* 7S1. Claud* in Ruf. lib. ii* p. 14. Sof. lib, viii. p. 754. 
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(G) St. Jerom, who wrote at 
that very time, tells us, that 
the Athenians, and all the other 
Greeks, fdbmitted to the Bar- 
barians. Claudian names the 
Athenians among ihofe who 
^vvere carried into cMptivity; and 
Eunapius aferibes to the ra- 
vages committed by Alaric the 
entire fuppreilion of the cere- 
monies, religion, and facrifices 
of Ceres and Proferpine, which 
had continued at Athens till that 


time(i). During thefe ravages 
feveral phllofophers, over-zeal- 
ous for the worfhip of their 
gods, were either put to the 
fword by the Goths, or died of 
grief in fc2ing their myderies 
defpifed, their gods trod under 
four* and their altars erafed* 
Among the former were Prote- 
rus, Hilarius, and prifeus. a 
celebrated magician, who had 
been one of the emperor Ju- 
liail’a chief favourites* 


(i) Eunap. cap. 5. p. 741 7 y 
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liadiaftt Arcadius taken them under his protefiHon, and or- 
dered Stilicho to withdraw his troops* out of Greece, a pro- 
vince belonging to the Eaftern empire b Arcadius had, 
dgubtlefs, been induced to conclude a peace with the Bar- 
barians by the eunuch Eutropius, who had fuccceded Ru- 
iinus, not only in his power and employments, but in his 
cruelty, avarice, and other deteltahle qualities. He was no 
Jefs jealous of Slilicho’s great power than his predccclTor 
had been ; and therefore, to rob him of the glory of deli- 
ve%ing the emjjirc, and triumphing over the Barbarians, he 
perfuaded the emperor to Conclude a peace with them, and 
order Stilicho, to whom he mult otherwife have been 
highly indebted, to leave the Barbarians, and return .jA-ith 
Jilariefte- his forces into the Weft, v^laric was appointed, by virtue 
^/erredby of this treaty, commander of the troops in EiM lllyricum, 
AnadiuSf ^jiich comprifed Greece and the other provinces he had 
laid wiifle. Claudian complains, and indeed wit'n mucli 
reafoii, that the Barbarian, who, in defiance of the molt 
facred ties, had turned his arms againlt the empire, fliould 
be preferred and enriched, and the perfon, to whom the 
empire owed its lafety, dripped of all his honours and re- 
duced to poverty; for Stilicho, though he immediately re- 
tired with his troops out of Greece, purfuant to the orders 
undStiruko of Arcadius, yet that*prince declared him a public enemy 
dtdarnia fenateof Conflantinople, and the lands he had in the 

feized and confi<fcated It was, doubtlcfs, after 
Alaric had been raifed to this dignity, and not during the 
war, that, coming to Athens with a fmall attendance, he wa^ 
leccivedby the inhabitants, as we find in Zofimus", wuth all 
poilible marks of honour. 

About thiec years after this pacification, new diflurb- 
ances were raifed in the Eaft by two Goths, fubjedds of the 
empire, and in the Roman fervice, called Gainas and Tri- 
bigild, of whom w^e have given a full account in a formci 
volume^ 


'JiJane During thefe dilturbances, raifed by the Goths in the Eaft, 
Meaks into Wefterii provinces were alarmed with a fwdden irruption 
of the farhe Barbarians, under the condu6t of Alaric. Ar- 
cadius, as v/c have belore related, entered into a treaty witt 
him, and appointed him commander in chief of all the Ro- 
man forces quartered in Eaft lllyricum. The Goths, who 
w'cre fubjccl to the empire, created him, according to Jor- 
jrandcs about the fame time, their chief and general, with 
the title of king of the Vifigorbs. He was, in this year 400, 
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'W'tcn he firfl; entered Italy, genera! of the Illyrian troops » 
•whence feme have tfioiight he made that irruption bv order 
of Arcadius, and as his general ; for there never wjs a cor. 
dial underflanding berwcifn Arcadius and his brother lionu- 
riiis ; but it is not probable, that Arcadius fhould clioofe to 
make war upon his hr(jtber, wdiile inoft of bis fotccs were 
employed againPi Tribigiid and Galna-^, What Jornandes 
fays feems to us more probable, namely, that the Goths, de- 
fpifing both Arcadius and Hbnorius, afnl 4 ifcontenrcd be- 
caufe they had not fent them the ufnal prcfcnis, rel'olve'd to 
make war on the empire, order to enrich themfelves with 
the fpoils of fo many wanalthy provinces; and witii this view 
it ^j'as that they chofe /Uaric for their dnc'f, and even gave 
him the title of king. However that may^be, it is certain, 
that, in th® year 400, the Goths, under the condud of Ala- 
lic, made an incurfion into Italy, and committed dreadful 
ravages, laying the country wallc Hr and near, and carrying 
off' with them an incredible number of captives. Two years 
after, Alaric entered Italy again, and ravaged, without con- 
troul, the provinces oi Veuetia and Llghria, there being 
then no army to oppofe him. 'Fhe emperor Honor! us, 
who rtfuled at Milan, not thinking himfelf fafe in that city, ' 
retired to Kavenna ; which, from that ^ime, became *the 
ufual place of his refidence. • 

In the mean while Stilicho, having allembled a body of 
forces, marched againfl the ewemy, whom he found en- 
camped at Pollentia, on the Tanaro, in Piedmont. There 
the two armies engaged ; but, as to the ifluc of the battle, 
there is a great difagreement among authors. The wife uf 
Alaric, with his children and daughtcrs-iii-l.iw, fell into 
the hands of the Romans; a circundlancc wln'ch he no 
fooner learnt, than he fent deputies to Stilicho to fue for 
peace; which was readily granted him, and the captives font 
back, upon condition of his marching forthwith out of 
Italy. Purfuant to this agreement, he repafTed the Po ; 
but, having plundered the country in his retreat, Stilicho 
detached a ftrong body of Barbarians agajnft him, by whom 
he was defeated, and obliged to take refuge among the 
^mountains, where they kept him blocked up till, mod: of his 
men forfaklng him, and joining the Romans, he privately 
withdrew in the night, and returned through by-ways into 
Thrace P. Three years after, Radagaifus invaded Itaiy wdth 
an army of two hundred thoufand Goths* and other Barba- 
rians dwelling beyond the Danube and the Rhine, who were 
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tlieft all blended under the common pame of Gofhs 5 httt 
thi* numerous army was defeated and cut in pieces, aild 
Radagaifus himfelf taken prifoner, by Stilicho, affifted hy 
a body of Hunns and Goths, wlio ferved the Romans as 
auxiliaries, undet* the command of UIdin and Sarus 

This ftbrm was fcarce blown over, when another was 
raifed by Stilicho, W'ho, in order to kindle a war between 
Arcadius and Hoigorius, perfuaded the latter, that not only 
Weft Illyricum, but the whole province, belonged to the 
Wefteril empire ; he even^ prevailed fo far upon the weak 
prince as to induce him to appoint Alaric general of all the 
Roman troops in Weft Illyricum, in order to recover, with 
them and his own Goths, that part of the province vidiich 
be pretend'd in be unjuftly with-held from hinj^by his bro- 
ther Arcadii . Stilicho, in thus fetting the two brothers at 
variance, had nothing lefs in view than his own elevation 
to the empire ; for, while the Goths invaded the Eattern 
empire, his countrymen the Vandals, and their allies, were 
to make an irrujption into the Weftern provinces, and there 
fecond his defign At the fame time that he acquainted 
Alaric with his promotion, he ordered a Confiderablc fum to 
be tranfmitted ttj^him, to defray the charges of the war; 
wliich he no fooner received than, leaving Pannonia and 
Dalmatia, where lands had been granted to him and his 
Goths, he entered Epirus, then belonging to the Eaftern 
empire, and there waited^for orders from Stilicho to com- 
mence hoftilities. But while that general was upon the 
point of fetting out from Ravenna to join him with the Ro- 
man forces, he was ftopped by letters from Arcadius, ac- 
quainting him with the revolt of Conftantiile in Britain, 
and, by a falfe report, with the death of Alaric. Alaric, 
after having long continued inai^ilive in Epirus, left that 
country, and, diredling his march towards Italy, arrived 
at Aimona, now Lanbach, between Upper Pannonia and 
Jlarie ad- Noricum. Hc continued his route, and pafling the river 
vances inio Aquila, and the ftreights of the mountains that bound Pan- 
^H^ricum^ nonia on that fid/!, where an handful of men might have 
ftopped his whole army, he entered Noricum *. From 
thence he difpatched atmeftenger to Arcadius, demanding 
a fum of money for the time he bad loft in Epirus, and the 
trouble of marching his troops into Noricum. Upon this 
demand, the fen^te being aflemblcd (forHonorlus was then 
at Rome), Stilicho pleaded fo warmly in his favour, that it 
was agreed four thoufand pounds weight of gold fliould be 

q Zaf. p. 805. ^ Idem, lib, v. p. 802. Sof. p. 79a, 793. Phot, 
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fCTt him ; but, the emperor deferring horn time to time 
the payment of this frim, Alaric entered Italy, and, march! 
mg ftrait to Rome, laid fiege to that metrCpolis. In a 
fhort time, he reduced it to fuch ftraits, that the un- 
happy inhabitants, affliaJdboth with the plague and -fa- 
mine, were obliged to redeem thenifclves with an immenfe 
^m; which Alaiic no fooner leeeived, than he raifed the 
uege, and retired with his army into Hetruria. 

But foon after this retreat, Jie returned to Rome, the em- 
peror having failed to execute the articles of the treaty be- 
tween Alaric and the Romaiij, which he himfelf had ra- 
tified. On this occafion,*thc Romans, after a few days 
fiege, opened their gates to Alaric, who entered the city 
attended by a fmall guard, obliged the Romans to renounce 
their allegiance to Honorius, and acknowlege Attalus 
then prefed of Rome, for emperor. Honorius having, in 
the mean time, declaicd, that he was reaHy to conmly with 
the terms propofed by the Coths, Alaiic depofed lUtaJus, 
and leaving Rom. % approached Ravenna, wncre the em- 
peror theu’was. in order to put the Lift h^md to the treaty 
of accommodation ; the emperor again refufing t:; Cv>mply 
with the terms propofed to him, ^Alaric departed in great 
rage^rom the neighbourhood of Ravenj^a, and marcl^ing* 
back to Rome, took and plundered that wealthy metropolis^ 
From Rome Alaric advanced into 'Campania, and having 
ravaged that and the neighbouring provinces of Lucania, 
Sarnnium, Apulia, and Calabria, he approached the freights 
of Sicily, with a defign to pafs over into that ifland, and 
thence into Africa; but he' was feized in the neighbour- 
hood of Rhegium with a fit of illnefs, of which he died in 
a few days. 

The Goths chofe Ataulphus king in his room ; for to 
Alaric, as we have obferved above, the Goths had given 
the title of king of the Vifigoths. Ataulphus, leaving Italy 
after he had quite drained it of its wealth, marched into 
Gaul, and there reduced the cities of Narbonne and Thou- 
loufe He afterwards married with great folemnity Pla- 
cidia, the fifter of Honorius, who had been taken, with 
many other captives, at Rome, and treated, both by Alaric 
and him, with all the rcfpe(ff ckie to her rank and fcx. 
After this marriage, Ataulphus feemed very defirous of 
concluding a peace with Honorius, and turning his arms 
againfi the Alans, Vandals, Suevians, Burgundians, Franks, 
and other barbarous nations, that had broken into Gaul ; 
f t Orof. Pb. ii. cap 19. p. 164. Socr. lib, vii, cap. jo, p. 347. phi- 
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but nil the meafurts that were taken by him, and his wife 
Placidia, to bring about an accommocU^ion, being defeated 
by Conffantiuk and his party, who bore a great fway at 
court, the war was renewed, and Ataulpluis eventually 
oblfged to retire with the Goths into Spain, where he was 
foon after airafilnated. Before his death, he intreated his 
brother to fend back Placidia to the Piomana, aad live ia 
friendfhip with them ; but the Goths, inllead of his bro- 
ther, chofe for their king Sigerec, or Sergeric, brother to 
Sarys, whom Ataulphus had put to death. Sigeric was 
no fooner proclaimed king, of the Vifigoihs than, to re- 
venge the death of his brother, fie caufed the fix children 
Ataulphus had by a former wife to be inhumanly put to 
death He feemed inclined to live in peace and anilty 
with the Roman*5, and defnous of being employed by them 
sn driving out the Vandals, Alans, and Suevians, who had 
entered />p'ain in 409, and in the fpace of two years re- 
duced almolf the whole country ; but he was aflaflinated 
by his own people the feventh day after his ele£lion, per- 
haps on account,of his cruelty to the children 6f his pre- 
decelTor Ataulphus. 

In his room was chofen Vallia, after he had caufed all 
thojTe to be llain|\vho flood in competition with him for 
the crown. As the chief provinces of Spain were already 
pofTefTed by the Vandals, Alans, and Suevians, he refolved 
to pafs over into Africa, and attempt the redu(flion of that 
country, which ftill continued fubje6l to the Piomans; but 
his fleet being fhipwrecked, and a great number of Goths 
• on board of it drowned, he not only conclutled a peace, 
but entered into an alliance, with the Romans, upon the 
following conditions; that Placidia, w^hom the emperor 
had prornifed to Conilantius, fhould be fent back ; that the 
Goths fliould make war upon the Barbarians, who had fet- 
tled in Spain, reftoring the Romans to the places and terri- 
tories they fliould recover out of their hands ; that, on the 
other hand, the Romans fhould rew^ard the Goths wdth 
lands within the empire, and fend them forthwith fix hun- 
dred thoufand meKfurcs of corn. Purfuant to this agree- 
ment, the prornifed corn was immediately fent to the Goths,^ 
who were then in the ulVnoft diftrefs ; and they no fooner 
received it, than Vallia fent back Placidia to her brother, 
^nd began to make the neceflary preparations for the in- 
tended war with the Barbarians in Spain 

Jorn. p. 6^5. Phot. p. i 83 . Orof. p. 294. Soz. lib. ix. cap. 9* 
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An alliance being thus concluded betvi^een the Romans Wsfutetjf* 
and the Goths in Ca^^ilonia, Vallia, without lofs of time, fulijiar 
fell hrll on the Vandals called Silingians, who* had fettled 'whhtht 
in Baitica, or Andalufia \ and having, in fcveral fuccefsful 
encounters, cut off great numbers of them, obliged the reft 
to abandon their country, and take refuge among the Alans 
in Celtiberia, nov/ the kingdom of Arragon. Againd thefe 
be marched next, and made fuch a dreadful havock amongff 
that nation, that, their king Aia being killed, the few who 
remained, infteiid of choofjiig a fiiccefforj fled for pyro- 
Icciian to Gonderic king of thf V^andals, who had fettled 
in Galicia*. 'Fo reward tliefc eminent ferviccs of Vallia Yr. of FI* 
and his Goths, Honorius bellowed on them AquitanlaSc- 2765. 
cnifda, comprifing the prefcntarchbiilioprick of Bourdeaiix, A.D. 
and fome •eighbourliig cities ; to which v^as added, foon 
after, Novempopulania, or Aquitania Tertia, including the 
provinces of Auch and Gafeony Vallia, on tbys other jetilein 
hand, yielded to the Romans, not only the country he had Ajuitaift, 
taken from the Vandals and Alans, but likewife Catalonia, 
which the* Goths had poffeffed ever fincje their entering 
>>paln, under the condudl of Ataulphus their fecond king. 

Vallia fixed his refidcnce at rhouloufe, which became, and 
coiiti«Lied to be, for the fpace of eigb^^-eight years, .the 
metropolis of the kingdom of the Vifigoths. Vallia died 
foon after he had brought his Goths back into Gaul, in the 
year 418, accordnig to the Chronicle of Idatius *, having 
reigned only three years ^ lie left behind him one daugh- 
ter, married to Suevian, by whom fhc had the famous lli- 
cimer, who has been frequently mentioned in a former 
volume. 

Vallia was fuccccdcd by Theodoric, who, breaking the ^heodonc 
alliance which his predccefi'or had concluded with the Ko- makes 
mans, made hlmfelf mailer of fcveral places in Gaul be- 
longing to them, and even laid liege to Arles; but at the pcace\stitk 
approach of Aetius, he abandoned the enterprize, and re- t^he Ro- 
turned to Thouloufc He made peace foon after with the mans* 
Romans ; for Sidonius tells us, that after the fiege-of Arles, 
which the Goths had attempted in vain* to reduce, feveral 
fkiuls were delivered up to them as hoftages, and among 
the reft one Theodorus, who waJ nearly related to Avitus, 
clterwards emperor. He adds, that Avitus went to vifit 
his kinfman at the court of Theodoric ; on which occafiori 
he rcjecled the great offers with which Theodoric endea- 
voured to engage him in his fervice'. After this tranfac- 

’iTdat. Chron. Sid. car. ii. p. 300. S Valef. lib. iii. p. 1/5. 
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tion, the Goths cfontinued quiet in the countries that had 
been allotted them in Gaul, for the fpnce of ten years, that 
is, to the year 436, when the Romans being engaged in a 
war with the Burgundians, Thepdoric availed himfelf of 
th^t opportunity to enlarge his dominions. Having, there- 
fore, gained pofleffion of feveral cities, he at length laid 
fiege to Narbonne ; but the Romans having, in the mean 
time, concluded a peace with the Burgundians, count Li- 
toris haftened to the relief of the place, at the head of a body 
of auxiliary H6nns, and falling upon the Goths put them 
to flight, and entered the city, each horfeman carrying with 
him two bulhels of corn ; which proved a feafonable relief to 
the inhabitants, who were reduced, by the long fiege, to the 
iitmoft extremity ‘ 

The Romani purfued the war againfl: the Goths with 
equal vigour and fuccefs. In 438, a battle was fought, in 
which Aetius, who commanded tlie Roman forces, cut 
eight thoufand of them in pieces^ In the following year, 
Liforius, who commanded the auxiliary Hunns, gained 
great advantage^ over them, and even laid fiegfe to 'Fhou- 
loufe, their capital. Theodoric, who was m the place, fent 
feveral bifhops to Litorius, hoping, by their mediation, to 
prevail upon the Roman general to accept the advantageous 
terms which he offered ; but Litorius, who thought the 
Goths were reduced to the laft extremity, openly declaring 
that he would hearken to np propofals, Theodoric marched 
out at the head of his men, and offered him battle 5 which 
he not declining, both armies engaged with the uimoft fury. 
Vi^lory continued a long time doubtful, the lofs being 
equal on both fides ; but Litorius having at length advanced 
too far at the head of the Hunns, in whofe valour he chiefly 
confided, the Goths, making a defperate effort, cut molt 
of them in pieces, put the reft to flight, and having fur- 
reunded Litorius, who had received a dangerous v'ound, 
took him alive, and carried him, with his hands tied behind 
him, into the city, which he hoped to enter that very day 
in triumph. Theodoric expofed him for fome time to the 
infults and outrages of the populace and children, and then 
ordered him to be thrown into the public prifon, wherej^,, 
after he bad undergone hiexprcniblc hardftips, he was, by 
the king’s mandate, put to death ®. After this vi£lory, the 
Goths might have extended their conquefts to the Rhone ; 
and this jefolution they had taken, according to Sidonius, 

* Profp. Chron, Valcf, Rcr. Franc, lib- hi. p. ij®* ® Greg, 
Tpr. Hilt. Franc, lib. ii. ^ap. 47. p, Salvian. Gub. lib, vii. p. *64. 
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Actius, who at that time had neither mcTi nor money, be- 
ing unable to oppofcbthem. However, Theodoric, at the 
requeftof Avitus, then prefeft of Gaul, reiidfly hearkened 
to the propofals that were made to him, and concluded a 
peace with the Romans on the fame terms he had ofle^ed 
them before the battle. 

In the year 453, Theodoric engaging in an alliance with 
the Romans, aflifted them powerfully againft the Hunns 
who had entered Gaul, and heading his*own troops in per* 
fon, diflinguifhed himfelf in the famous baftle of Chaio/is ; 
but falling unluckily from hisjiorfe, he was, according to 
fome authors, trod to dentil by his own people, who did not 
know him. If we credit others, he was killed by a Goth, 
naftied Andagus, who ferved under Attlla, and was de- 
feended fr%m the royal family of the Ama>i. Me was fuc- 
ceeded by his fon 1 horifmund, v^ho had fought under his 
father, and had been wounded in the fame bittyi. The 
young prince was inclined to revenge the death of his fa- 
ther on the Hunns, and to attack Attila in his camp ; but 
Aetius, feAring the Hunns, whom he conjjdered as a check 
upon the Goths and Franks, might be thus entirely cut off, 
artfully advifed him to return home, left his brothers fhould 
raife#difturbance3 during his abfence, %nd, feizing on,thc^ 
royal treafures, give rife to a civil war. Thorifmund fol- 
lowed his advice, and returning with his troops to Thou- 
loufe, was there received as king with the greateft demon- 
ftrations of joy ^ Being foon after apprifed of the deceit- 
ful advice given him by Aetius, he broke the alliance he 
had made with the Romans, and laid fiege to Ailes; but 
was prevailed upon by Ferreolus, prefect of Gaul, to drop 
that enterprizc, and retire 

In the coLirfe of the fame year Thorifmund had a fa- 
vourable opportunity of revenging, on the Hunns, the death 
of his father ; for Attila having again invaded Gaul, with 
a defign to make war upon the Alans, neighbours of the 
Vifigoths, and, by reducing them, get footing in Gau!, 
Thorifmund joined the Alans with all his forces, en- 
gaged Attila, and having gained a complete victory, ob- 
liged him to .return with fhame and difgrace into his owm 
country. Gregory of Tours tells us, that he overcame and 
fubdued the Alemans and the Alans It appears froni 
Sidonius, that his dominions extended to the Rhone * ; that 
writer ftyles him the haughty and untrattablc king of Go- 

f Jorn. Rer. Goth. cap. 41. p. 671. 8 indor. Chron. p. 7’ 
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tliia ; for m his v^holc condu< 5 t he betrayed great pride and 
arrogance> was incapable of living or fudering 

others to live*, in peace, aiid feen^ed to delight in nothing 
but wars and daughter. On the other hand, his brothers 
Thfeodoric, Frederic, Turic or rather Euric, Rotemcr, and 
Himnaiit, were inclined to a date of tranquility; and this 
difFcrence of difpofition occaiioned daily quarrels between 
them and the king. At length his brothers, Theodoric and 
Frederic, finding t^cy could J^y no other means divert him 
from engaging in new wars, refulved to difpatch him. Be- 
ing therefore one day let b^pod on account of fome flight 
indifpofliion, while his vein was'ltill open, one of Ins ofn- 
cers, named Afcaleru, having firfl: removed privately his 
arms, cried aloud, that aflaliins were coming in to murlier 
the king, and at the fame time tbrew^ himfelf liipon him 
with feveral others, 'rhorifmund, mifling his weapons, 
with the only arm he had free laid hold of a footflool, and 
with it difpatched fome of the confpiiators ; but w^as in the 
end overpowered and (lain 

'fheo<tonc Thorifmund was fucceeded by his brother Theodoric, a 
V il, prince, according to Sidonius *, whom he honoured with 
his intimacy, of uncommon parts, and great accomplifli- 
ments, but in po^t of religion a mere hypocrite. iThe 
fame writer calls him elfewhere a martial prince, who even 
furpafled his illuftrious parent, the glory of the Gothic na- 
^frtenfi to tioii, and the fupport of the Fioman empire, now unable to 
tkeKcmans, maintain itfelf without the atfiftance of the Barbarians, 
whom the Romans had fo often overcome. Fie was a man 
of fome learning, and well verfed in the Latin poets. In 
the beginning of his reign he not only concluded a peace, 
but entered into an alliance with the Romans, fending his 
brother Frederic, with a chofen body of troops Into Spain, 
ro make war upon the Bagaudse, who had expelled the R.o- 
mans, and feized on great part of Hifpania Tarraconenfis. 
Frederic recovered feveral places out of their hands, which 
he reftored to the Romans Flowever, in the year 455, 
the emperor Maximus, apprehending that Theodoric de- 
figned to break wkh the empire, fent Avitus, who was 
greatly efteemed and refpeiSled by the Goths, to the court ^ 
of Thouloufe, to divert «bis defign. Avitus was received 
,by the king with the greateft marks of friendflilp and efteem, 
and the peace between the two nations confirmed : but in 
the mean time Maximus dying, Theodoric prefled Avitus 
to a (Fume the fovcicignty, promifing to aflifl: him to the ut- 
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niofl of Ills power. Avitus, encouraged w’lth this promifc, Caufis ' 
fud'ercd hinifclf to bt^ proclaimetl emperor by the Goths at *vutisub$ 
Thouloufe, on the tenth of July; and was, the eighth p^ocUimtd 
of Auguit, acknowicged and proclaimed again at Arles by 
the Roman foldiery, and "all the perfons of dlflindRon *iii 
Gaul. 'I'heodoric repaired immetliately to Arles, to con- 
gratulate the new prince on his accefRon to the empire, and 
v/as received by him as an ally to whom he was chiefly in- 
debted for the dignity he enjoj^ed 

In the following year the Suevians, talcing advantage^ of rbeSue^ 
the confuRon which the alTjlljnatlon of Valentinian III. vians piU 
and Maximus had producdll in the empire, over-ran and tagetke 
pillaged the province of Carthagena, with a defign to drive 
thc*lVomans quite out of Spain. Avitus dirparched count ggna. 
Fronto to ddequiarlus, their king, rcmind?ng hiim of the 
treaties concluded between him and the Romans: d heo- 
doric likewife interpoi'ed his good olRces, conjiiryig Ile- 
quiarius, who had married his liller, not to diruirb tlie pub- 
lic tranquility ; and at the fame time acquainting him with 
the cngageTnents which be had entered intp with Avitus 
What anfwcr Requiarius returned to the amhafTadors our 
hidorian does not inform us ; but he had no fooner difmifled 
themttban, aflcmbling his forces, he entered the province 
of Tarraco, which then belonged to the Romans, and there 
committed unheard-of ravages, without any regard to the 
faith of treaties, or the didates^of jufticc. 'riieodoric fent 
him a fecoiid embafly, to which he anfwered, with great 
haughtiiiefs, that he did not underRand why the king of 
the Goths fhould concern himfeif with his affairs ; that if 
he was difpleafed wdth his condud, he would foon give him 
an account of it at Thouloufe. Thcodoric, piqued at this 
anfwer, began to prepare for war; but in the mean time 
Requiarius, entering again the province of Tarraco, laid it 
waRe far and near, carrying with him into Galicia a great 
number of captives. . ^ 

Theodoric, having concluded a peace with all his neigh- Makes war 
hours, left his own dominions, and wdth the confent and upon the 
appiobation of Avitus, entered Spain a> the head of a nu- 
merous army, confiRing of Goths and Burgundi.ins ; the 
latter, whom he had called to his affiRance, being coni- 
maufled by their king Hilperic or Chiipcric. Requiarius 
laiet him about twelve miles from Afiorga on the ITbicus, 
now the Orbegua ; a battle enfued, in which the Suevians 
were completely defeated, and their king, who was dan- 
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f^rshiir g^foufly wounded, obliged to fly for flielter to tbe moft dif 
i'^Hgpru tant corner Galicia p. This battl^, was fought on the 
J^u and of Oftcfljcn Thcodoric, purfuing the fugitives, en- 
tered" Braga on a Sunday, the twenty-eighth of the fame 
nUdhth, and gave it up to be plundered by his foldiers, who 
abftained from flaughtcr, and fpared the facred virgins, but 
committed all other outrages *». Requiarius had retired to a 
place called Portucal, thought to be the prefent city of Borto, 
on the Dauno ; a^d from l;hence attempted to make his 
cfcape by fea ;'but being driven back by a ftorm, he was 
taken and delivered up to "^heotloric, who kept him under 
clofe confinement till DecembeF, and then ordered him to 
^ffwers be put to death. The Suevians, difheartened by the capti- 
Jevtral king, and deftitute of a leader, were mofl* of 

^rlmthe^ them either tak*jn prifoners, or put to the fwoi^ 5 though 
Suewaaj; Theodoric had ftrictly enjoined his men to fpare all who 
laid do^n their arms, and fubmitted. Thus was tbe power 
, of the Suevians reduced by the Goths to the Joweft ebb. 

The king of the Vifigoths, appropriating to himfelf the 
countries he ha^ taken from the Suevians, ap'poinl:ed A- 
quiulphus to govern them. Aquiulphiis, or, as others call 
him, Acliulphus, was not a Goth, but born in the country 
^'of ^the Warni, wj[io are thought to have pafTed about this 
time from Lower Saxony into Frifia and Holland. He, 
therefore, without any regard to the mofl facred ties, aban- 
doned the Goths, and retiring into Galicia, endeavoured to 
perfuade the Suevians to acknowlege him for their king ; 
but a powerful army being fent againfl him by 1 heodoric, 
he was defeated in battle, taken, and beheaded. The Sue- 
vians, who had retired to Galicia, were no fooner certified 
of their king’s death, than they chofe one of their own na- 
tion, named Maldra, in his room. 

Yr. of FI. d’heoHoric, having almoft: entirely reduced the Suevians 
1805. in Galicia, palTed from thence into Lufitania, and there, 
A. D. 457 * ^afttr having laid in afhes feveral cities and villages, btfieged 
inters lu~ took Merida the metropolis of that province ; but was, 
Jttania,and 38 we are told deterred from plundering ijt by fome pro- 
redaets fe- digies that happened. He continued at Merida till Eafter, 
feral pia which this year, 457, fell on the thirty-firll of March; 
em there, ^ben, receiving fome dkagreeable tidings from Gaul, he ^ 
returned in great hafte to Touloufe, However, he left in 
Spain a body of troops, compofed of different nations, with 
orders to reduce the Suevians in Galicia, who had not yet 
fubmitted to the Goths. Thefe forces, on their march he” 
ing admitted as friends into the city of Aftorga, pofiefied 
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by the Rbmans, fell unexpeftedly upon the inhabitants, 
put great numbers •of them to the fword, Jfet fire to the 
city after they had plundered it; and, having ravaged the 
neighbouring country, pMrfued their march, carrying viith 
them an immenfe booty, and a great many captives, iimong 
'whom vVere feveral ecclefiaftics, and two bifliops. We are 
told, that they had exprefs orders from Theodoric to a£l in 
this manner. I'he city of Palentia met with the fame fate ; 
but the caftle of Coviac, abdbt thirty rfile^ from Aftorga, 
making a vigorous refiftance, the Goths, after feveraJ*un- 
fucccfsful attempts, in which •they loft great numbers of 
their men, abandoned the enterprize, and returned to Gaul \ 
Jl''heodonc, though thus engaged in the war with the Sue- 
vians, brcj^e at the fame time, upon wha^ provocation we 
know not, with the Romans, and, taking unexped^edly the 
field, made himfelf mafter of feveral cities in Gaul belong- 
ing to them : but Majorianus, who was then aft: Arles, 
marching againft him with what troops he could aifemble, 
defeated him in a pitched battle, and obliged him to fue 
for peace; which was readily granted hi ih, upon his pro- 
mifing to aftift the Romans againft the Suevians and Van- 
dals * : but Majorianus dying foon after, Theodoric thought^ 
liimftlf no longer obliged to maintain iPhe peace tHat'had 
been concluded with him ; and therefore reduced feveral 
places in Gaul belonging to the Romans, among the reft 
Narbonne, which was betrayed to him by one Agrippina- 
From Narbonne he marched to Arles, which he invefted, 
but was obliged to raife the fiege by >Fgidius, a native of 
Gaul, whom Severus, the fucccflbr of Majorianus, had ap- 
pointed commander in chief of the Roman forces in that 
country Next year iEgidius gained a fignal vi£lory over 
the Goths in the neighbourhood of Orleans. In this battle 
great numbers of the Goths were (lain, and, among the reft, 
Frederic, the king’s brother, who commanded in chief. 
The Goths being overcome and difperfed, iF.giHius laid 
fiege to Chinon in 'Fouraine ; but the vigorous refiftance 
he met with obliged him to drop the ^enterprize, and re- 
tire ^ The Goths met with better fuccefs in Spain than in 
Gaul ; for Idatius fpeaks of therrj at this time as mafters of 
the whole country, except part of Galicia, whicli was ftill 
pofTefled by the Suevians; and the provinces of Pairaco 
and Carthagena, which belonged to the Romans, and were 
governed by a duke ; for in 465 a Roman, named Vincen- 
tius, refided at Tarraco with that title. The provinces fub- 
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p. 4x» X Greg. Tui. cap. z», p. 388. 



/s JefmUi 
by 

rianus* 


He tabes 
Narbonne ; 


but is de^ 
feared hy 


Th Goihi 
m^Brspf 
the greater 
part of 
Spain. 



Jfii49dorie 

[*wmrdired. 


Yr. of FI. 
2814. 

A.D. 466. 
Euric* 




9*le Hyiory of the Goths. 

|eS to the Goths were governed by the generals Sunieric 
and Nepotianus, the former a Goth, ^and the latter a native 
of Languedoc, which was fubjedl to the Goths. 

Jn the year 464 died -/Egidiu^, and upon his death the 
Goths, fays Idatlus, made themfelves mailers of the far 
greater part of Gaul: but he is in this rcfpedl certain!) 
i^inillaken j for Berri, Sens, and Auvergne, ftill belonged to 
the Romans in 472. Syagrius the fon of iEgidius was 
mafler of Soiflbn^, and its ♦territory r ; Childeric king of 
the Burgundians reduced the city of Paris, after a fiege of 
many years ^ Ihe Frankc were maflers of the countries 
borderingon the Pihinc; the Saxons, of Nantes and Bayeuxj 
and the Britons, who had been expelled by the Angles, 
fe fled of Vennes and Trequicr^ Next year Theodoric, 
more anxious of making acquifitions in Gaul thin in Spain, 
came to an agreement with Remifnnund king of the Sue- 
vians ; but before he couhl put his ambitious defjgns in ex- 
ecution, he was taken off by the fame crime that had raifed 
him to the throne, being affaflinated by his brother Pmric, 
after he had reigned thirteen years Jornandes, ever fa- 
vourable to the Goths, only writes, that the joy Euric be- 
trayed on this occarion, induced fomc to imagine, that he 
had been acccHhi^” to the death of his brother 

As foon as Euric, cal]cd alfo Eoric, Evarix, and Euthoiic, 
had afeended the throne, he difpatched ambaffadors to Leo 
emperor of the Kail, to PiCjuifraund king of the Sucvi ins, 
and to Genferic king of the Vandals. Immediately after 
Remifmund heard the ambafiadors, he fent others to Euric, 
to the emperor, and to the k.ing of the Vandals ; but what 
was the fubjebl of fo many embafTics, ourhiilorian has not 
thought fit to explain. All wc know is, that the ambafla- 
dors fent by P'uric to the king of the Vandals, hearing that 
the Romans were making uncommon preparations to at- 
tack that people, returned in great hafte to Touloufe *, and 
that Remifmund, upon the departure of Euric’s ambaflli- 
dofs, recalled, 'and incorporated into one Body, the troops 
he had fent out in fmall parties to ravage the country. 
Thefe people wer^, perhaps, negotiating an alliance among 
themfelves againfl the common enemy the Romans. Be that,, 
.as it may, Euric, in the eburfeof this year, committed great 
ravages in Lufitania; and, having reduced the cities of Pani- 
pelona and Sar^igofa, made himfelf mafler of Upper Spain. 
In the following year Remifmund, having entered Lufita- 
nia, took Coimbra, made himfelf mafler of feveral other 
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placeSi and ravaged the country, committing every where 
horrid cruelties. "^The natives thus IiaraiFed;^ had recourfc 
to the Vifigoths. They fent a folemn embafi'y, at the head 
of which was one Opilio, to implore the proteefion of Jiu- 
rlc, who readily interpofed his good ofiices ; but, it feems, 

‘ to no effect; for Remifinund, upon the departure of the 
ambafladors fent to him by Eunc, plundered the city of 
Coimbra, dcllroyed feveral houfes, with part of the walls, 
and carried fuch inhabitants, *as had nbt the good fortune 
to make their efcape, into captivity ‘k Euric having made 
hiinfelf mafter of Pampelcyia :?nd Cajfar-AugiiRa, or Sara- 
gofa, as we have before related, Tarraco with its territory 
w^s the only place held now in Spain by the Piomans. 

city Euric bcGged in 468, the fecond of the emperor 
Anthemiifs's reign, and having, after a lung hege, reduced 
it, levelled it with the ground. Thus were the Romans 
driven quite out of Spain, and a period put to thcA empire 
there, after they had been at lealt feveii hundred years maf- 
ters of that country. Ail thofe provinces, except Galicia, 
and part of Lufitania, which were fubjcct to the Sueviaiis, 
acknowleged Euric for their king, who, rcliding at Touloufe, 
governed them by his lieutenants. ^ 

Effric, not fatisfied with the conquell% he had made in 
Spain, refolved to extend his dominions Jikewife in Gaul. 
With this view he began to colIciR his forces, and make 
other military preparations ; which the emperor Anthe- 
mius no fooner learnt, than he wrote to Riothain king of 
the Britons, who had fettled on the Loire, pre/fing him to 
join the Romans againfl the common enemy •, for the Bri- 
tons were greatly attached to the Roman intcrclt. Riotham 
readily complied with the emperor's requcfl, and, having 
afTembled a body of twelve thoufand men, marched at the 
head of them to Bourges, and from thence to Bourgdeols on 
the Indre, in the province of Berri ; but being there met 
by Euric, he was defeated by the Goths with great lofs, 
and obliged to abandon that province, and take refuge 
among the Burgundians, the friends and allies of the Ro- 
mans ®. The war between the Romahs and Goths con- 
• tini&d all this and the followirig year: but the authors, 
'^'ho fpeak of that war, without defeending to particulars, 
only tell us, that the Goths gained great advantages over 
the Romans, and in the end made themfelves mailers of 
the prpvinces of Berri and Gevaudan \ the inhabitants, who 
were greatly opprefled by the Roman officers, clpccially by 
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Scfonatus, governor of Gaul, preferring to lit6^ under the 
Goths rathec than the Romans or,*i8 Salvianus expreffcs 
it, choofing rather to be free under the appearance: of fia- 
very, than be treated like flaveSf under the appearance of 
liberty 

In 473 a peace was concluded; but Anthemius being 
alTaffinatcd by Ricimer, and Olybrius proclaimed emperor 
in his room, Euric, taking advantage of the weak and dif- 
tradfed ftate of the empire/ renewed the war, hoping to 
drive the Romans quite out of Gaul, as he had expelled 
them before out of Spaiif. A uvergne was the only pro- 
vince they ftill held in Aquitania Prima, lying between the 
ocean, the Rhone, and the Loire ; and into this province 
Euric entered, ^at the head of a powerful army, in the be- 
ginning of the year 474, but met with a vigorous refiftance 
from the inhabitants, who, without the affillance of any 
regular®troops, gained fome cotifidcrable advantages over 
Befitges enemy. In the end belaid liege to Clermont, and con- 

CUrmottt tinued before that place, without being able to reduce it, 
hvaift. till the rigour of the fcafon obliged him to retire. As he 
feemed refolvecl to renew the liege early in the fpring, Ne- 
pos, who had fucceeded Olybrius in the empire, thinking 
he'could better fdtiire by treaty than by arms, what fie liili 
poffelTedlii Gaul, difpiitched the quaeftor, Licinianus, with 
the charadler of amballador, to Euric, in order to enter 
into a negociation with that prince. Euric received him in 
a very obliging manner, and feveral conferences were held, 
at which fome bifliops of Provence were allowed to aliifl' ; 
fuch as Leontius bilhop of Arles, Fauflus of Riez, Grecus 
of Marfeilles, and Bahlius of Aix. To JJaliliiis, Sidonius, 
then bifliop of Clermont, wrote a letter, recommending to 
him the interell of the catholic religion, and begging he 
would take care, that by the treaty the catholics Ihould be 
allowed to ordain bifhops for the vacant churches in the 
countries lubjeef to the Goths. For the Goths held the 
doctrine of Arius, and Euric, a profefled enemy to the ca- 
tholics, would not allow them to appoint new bifhops in 
the room of thofe'who died ; hence it arofe that nine epif- 
copal fees were at that thne vacant ^ A report being fpl-eady^j 
which proved afterwards true, that a treaty w^as upon the 
point of being concluded between the Romans and Goths, 

. in virtue of which Auvergne was to be delivered up to the 
Goths, Sidonius, who was bifliop of Clermont in that pro- 
vince, and a zealous defender of the orthodox faith, wrote 
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tl letter to Grecus, bifliop of Marfeillcs, conjuring him not 
to agree to fo fliamcfi?! an article; and aflhring him, th.it the 
inhabitants were ready to undergo the greatcfl hardlhips 
rather chan fubmit to the«Goths, who, mindful of ihe#\i. 
gorous refiftance tlicy had often met with from them, would 
treat them more like criminals than (laves. He concludes 
by earneRly begging, that if the country was to be yielded 
to the Goths, the inhabitants might be allowed to retire, 
and fonie place allotted to them v/ithin tftc l^nitsof the em- 
pire. However, the treaty was concluded, and A!jverf>^nc 
delivered up to Kuric, tho^gli he would not confent to the 
ordaining of catholic bifliops for the vacant churches within 
his ^lo minions ^ 

Five years after, the few places in Gai^ that were fllH 
held by the Romans, having fubmitteil to Odoaccr, w’ho, 
after having put to death Orefles, and depofed his fon Au- 
guftulus, the In ft emperor of the Wed, iind ahui:hed the 
title of king of Italy, that prince yielded then^ fo the Goths, 
whofe donvnions, by this addition, extended from rise 
Loire to the Alps k However, tlic cities c»f Aih\s and M.ir- 
feilles held out, it feems, fome time againli the Goths. 
Euric, having thus made himfelf mailer of the hcR p.u’t of 
(jaul, cornprifirig the w^hole tracl betwc?n the iihone find 
the Ivoire, and of all Spain, except»a imali corner ol (Trdi* 
cia, and part of Lufitania poficilcd by the Siievi uip, was 
(till defirous of making new c^nqueRs, and reducing the 
remaining part both of Spain and Gaul, w'hcn ilc. ih nut an 
end to his great dciigns. He died at Arles in tlic nineteenth 
year of his reign He had made his way to tlic tin one by 
the aflhfTination of his brother, and governed his fnhicChj 
with a rod of iron. He paded great part of his life in the 
Reid, vi^as conRantly engaged in difputes with his neigh L'ourr, 
and never pleafed, but wdien he had an opportunity of 
Raining his hands with the blood of his enemies. He was 
a prince of great peneration, formidable in war, and at- 
tended with fuccefs in moR of his undertakings whence he 
Was dreaded by all nations. 

Lurie was the firft who gave written laws to the Goths; 
•for tliey had been governed, tilj his reign, by cuRoms 
only °{Hl. The perfoii Euric chiefly employed in coinpil- 

ing 

Jorn.Rer. Goth. cap. 45. p. 67$. ^ Procop. Bell. Goth. lib. 

ii. cap. It. p. 14,1. m Xfid. Chron. Jorn. Rer, Goth, cap. 47. p. 

680. Labb. Chron. n Sid. lib. vii. cp. 5. 183. & lib- viii. ep. 3. 

P- *15. ® Ifidor. Chron. 

(H) The laws he publilhed laws ; which appellation has 
were called the Theodorician occalioned great cUfputes among 
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5 ng Tii» laws was Leo, bis prime minifter, and one of tbe 
moil learned men, and bell civilians, that period p. Euric 
jTtarried one Kagnahild or Ragnachild, the daughter of a 
kipg, for whofe ufe in bathing filvodius caufed a filver vef- 
fel to be made, on vs^hich were engraved fome verfes com- 
pofed by Sidonius^. By her he had a fon named AlarieV 
who fucceeded him, and a daughter, who was married to 
a Barbarian prince named Sigifmer. From the defcriptioii 
which Sidonius, vho fa w that prince, gives of him, Vale- 
{iu!a concludes him to have beenby biith a Frank, and that 
Euric gave him his daught*er iij marriage, hoping by that 
match to gain the friemlihip of the Franks, which began to 
be very powerful in Gaul; but by that people the fop he 
had by her was killed in battle, and a period put to the 
kingdom of the Vifigothfi in Gaul, who being driven from 
thence, fixed their royal feat at 'Toledo in Spain. As iri 
EurieVreign they firmly elTabliPaed their dominion in the 
latter of thefe countries, we fliall, in compliance with our 
plan, leave them for the prefent, and, referving for the 
modern hiftory un account of their affairs from the rime they 
fettled in Spain^ to the lofsof that country when the Arabs 
became mafleis of it, return to the Ollrogoths, who, as 
we have already 6bfervecl, upon the departure of their couiv 
trymen thp Vifigotbs, •admitted by Valens in 376 into the 
empire, continued in their ancient fituatron, but fubjeft to 
the Hunns, who nevertheUfs allowed them to be governed 
by their own kings, of the illuftrious family of the Arnali. 

Tlie Oflrogoths, upon the death of Ermenric, or Her- 
manaric, their king, cbofe Vithimer, by fome called Wi- 
nithar, in his room. The new king gained at firfl fome 
fmall advantages over the Hunns, hut was in the end de- 
feated and killed by Balamir, or Balamber, king of the 
tlunns^ His fon Vitheric withdrew, attended by great 
numbers of his fubjeiSls, into the plains between the Bo- 
ryflhenes and the Danube, the prefent Podolia. Of him 
no farther mention is raa<lc in hiftory. He was fucceeded 
byliunimund, the fori of Ermenric, who fuhmitted to the 
Hunns, and is fa*id to haVe made war againft, and gained 
a fignal viftory over the^ Suevians. His fon Thorirfmund^ 


p Sid. lib. iii.ep. 13. p. 9 Sid. lib. iv, ep. S.p. 97, 9s* 

^ J©rn. Her, Goth. p. 6 ^ 1 ^, & feq. . 
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smthora. Thefe laws were, by his fon and fucccflbr, refiored 1 

Euric, obtruded upon the peo- the Roman laws to their for- j 

pie of Gaul and Spain, who mer fplendor, cauilng them to j 

had been long accuftomed to be obferved throughout his do- j 

the Ro^au taws > but Alaric, miaiont* ! 
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l-eigned next, who defeated with great llaughter the Ge- 
pid'JC ; but was foon lifter killed, in the fiowet of his age* 
by a fall from his horfc. 1'he Goths fo greatly lamented 
the lofs of this prince, ths^t, for the fpace of forty year«, 
they chofe no new king in his room. After fo long an in« 
terregnum AVamlalar, fon to the brother of Ermcnric, was 
raifed to the throne *, but of him no farther mention is made 
in hillory. He v/?,s fucceeded by his three fons Valemir, 
Thcodomir, and Vidimir, whft reigned *joii^tly, and ac- 
companied Attila in molt of his expeditions. Upon thfet 
piince’s death fcveral nations, by him formerly fubdued, 
revolting from his children, begged and obtained leave from 
Marcinn, then emperor, to fettle in the Roman territories, 
whic^ v/as almod quite depopulated by the :^equent incur- 
fions of tbe^Hunns and other Rarbariaiis. Among thefe 
mention is made of theSquiri, Satagairae, and Alans, who 
fettled in Jicfl'er Scythia and Lower Moefia. lo the Ru- 
gians, Sarmatians, anti Cemandiians, lands were granted Yr. of. FI* 
in Illyricum, near a place called the Caltle of Mars. To 
the Olhogotns Marcian granted all Pamrefnia, from Sir- • ^S^• 
miuin, now Sirmilh, in Mclavonia, to 'Vindobona, now 
Vienna in Aullria^ The Goths, as well as the other bar- aflo^ed to 
bariaiij^ acknowleged the authority of thJ Conltantinopb- 
liun emperors, and were fubjects of the empire *, but at the Pannonia, 
fame time governed by their own princes, to whom the 
emperor agreed to pay an annual penfion, upon their pro- 
niifing to guard the frontiers of the empire, and ferve, when 
wanted, in the Roman armies. Pannonia being granted to 
the Ollrogoths, the three brothers divided that country 
among them, Valemir fettling in the eallern part of it, 
Theodomir in the weltcrn, and Vidimir between the other 
two. They were fcarce eftablilhed in their new territories 
when the Tons of Attila, purfuing them even into Pannonia, 
fell upon Valemir in the neighbourhood of Sirmium ; but 
that prince, with a handful of men, deft^^ted them with q hey gain 
great llaughter, and obliged them to take refuge in that kvo 
part of Scythia which bordered on the Danube, About 
eight years after, the Goths being engaged in a war with ^ * 

Saragse, Dintzio, one of Attila'js fons, availing himfelf 
of that opportunity, entered Pannonia at the head of a con- 
fiderablc army^ and having ravaged the country, laid liege 
to BalTiana, thought to be the prefent city of Pofega, which 
gives name to a county in Hungary between the Save and 
the Draw; but the Goths leaving the Satagae, marched 
H’iih all their forces againft the Hunns, who readily cn- 

* Phot. Hb, i. cap, 241. p. 1041, Thcoph, p. 112. 
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gaged them ; but received fuch a repulfe, that they ever 
after flood in awe of the Goths, and never offered to mo- 
Icft them. In the year 455, the emperor Leo refufing, mi- 
defr various pretences, to pay the Oftrop:oths their ufua! 
penhon, they entered lllyricum,and there committed dread-^ 
fill ravages*, but Anthemius, fon-in-law to the emperor 
Marcian, having affembled the troops quartered in that 
province, obliged^ them to retire with coiifiderablc lofs ^ 
^>oon after Leo fent deputies to Valemir to upbraid him 
With his late condu^l, and renew the ancient treaties. 'Idic 
treaties were accordingly renewed, and peace re-eftabllfiied, 
upon the emperor's promiflng to pay the Goths their ar- 
rears, and for the future three hundred pounds weight of 
gold annually. <• On the otlier hand Valemir /pnf to Con- 
fhntinople, by way of hoflage, the famous Theodoric, 
afterwards king of Italy, then only eight yeais old. Leo 
received him with the grcatefl marks of tileem and affec- 
tion, maintained him for tlie fpace of ten years at hi? court, 
rn a manner fuitablc to his rank, and took care, to have hiin 
inflr tided by the befl mailers in every branch of polite 
literature w. 

In the temli y^ar of Leo’s reign, n war breaking, out be- 
tween the Goths in Pannonia and the Squiri, whom the 
emperor Marcian bad^permitted to fettle in Leffer Scythia 
and Lower Mcefia, both nations had recourfe to Leo, whofe 
fubjeds they were, imploVing his aflirtance. Afpar, Leo’s 
chief favourite, was for aiding neither, but fuffering them 
to deflroy each other: however, the emperor wrote to the 
governor of Illyricum, injoining him to march with all the 
troops under his command to the nff fiance of the Squiri, 
who nevcrthclefs were utterly defeated, and moft of them 
put to the fword, either in the battle or the purfuit. 
The Goths loft on this occafion Valimir their king, who, 
falling from his horfe as he was riding full fpeed through 
the ranks to aniiTiatc his men, was furrounded, and, with 
many wounds, difpatchcd by the enemy*. Such of the 
Squiri as efcapcil the general carnage, had recourfe to tlic 
Sarmatians, the Rugians, and the Gepidx, who, readily 
joining them, renewed the war, and, entering the terntoriL‘'?i 
of the Goths, laid them wafte to a great extent. The Goths, 
In this emergency, putting themfelves under the command 
of the two remaining brothers, Theodomir and Videmir, 
took the held; and engaging the enemy on the banks of the 
I>anube, cut ten thoufand of them in pieces, obliging 

Sid. Car. Vu p. 296. Prife. p. 74. y Jorn. feer. Goih. cap. 

A* P* ^93» ^94- Theoph. p. 612. x pripc. p, 44. Jorji. cap. 50. 

|». 63. p. 601, 693. 
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t*be reft to retire with great precipitation beyond that river, Theoctomir 

which Thcodomir palled foon after on the ice,. and having 

Jaid waftc the enemy’s country, returned loaded with booty 

into Pannonia. In this wv Theodoinir not only dtfcate;d 

die Sarmatians, Rugians, and Gepidke, but gnincJ a lignal Alemam^ 

^(^'lory over the Suevians and Alemans, who had joined 

thofe nations. Upon his return, he received uith great joy 

his fon Thcodoric, whom Leo had font back loaded with 


rich prefents, aftei having kept Rim athisebur^ as a lioftage, 
for the fpace of ten years. He was fcarce returned, wh^n 
news arrived, that P>abai, king t>l the Sarmatians, having 
defeated a Roman general named Camundus, had made 
himi^lf mailer of Singidunum, in Upper iVieciia. In con- TheoJonc 
feqiicncc of tins intelligence, 'Fheodoric, having aft’cinbled, overcomes 
without his father's knowlcgc, a fmall body of troops, 
pafl'cd the Danube, and, entering the Sarmatian temrorics, \feSarma* 
I'ell upon Pabai, put him and moit of his men to the^fword, tians^ 
and, on his return home, retook Singidunum; but did not 
reftorc it to .the lloman^i. 

During the fiiort .adgn of Glyccrius, the^Gotlis in Pan- 
nonia, without the lca!l provocation, fays Jornandcs, and 
only becaufc they were incapable of living in peace, re- 
folved to make war on the empire. AgseAible to this reft)- 
lution, the two brothers, I'heotiomir and V'idemir, met, 
when it was agreed that the latter fliould iaivade Italy, 
where Glyceiius then adlcd as esnperor, and that Theodo*- 
rnir ftiould attack the eaftern empire, governed at that 
time by Leo 1. Videmir immediately fet out on his march; 
but had fcarcc entered Italy when he died, leaving the 
command of his troops to his fon, who bore the lame 
name, Jornandcs adds, that the young prince being pre- 
vailed upon by the rich prefents which Clycerius fent Idin 
to retire out of Italy, marched into Gaul : joining the Vifi- Fa^toftht 
goths, fettled there, he aflifted them in the conqueft of Oftrogoths, 
tiiat country, and in the reduction of Spain, becoming one 
people with them L As for Thcodomir, he entered Illy- 
ncum ; and having made himfdf mafter of Naiftus, divided 
Ids army into fevcral fmall bodies, uncler the command of 
^is fon Theodoric, and other generals, who reduced, with- 
out any confiderable oppofition, the cities of UJpiana, Hc- 
radea, and Larilfa. Having aft^i v/ards reunited their forces, 
tmd left a ftrong garrifon in Naiflus, they laid fege to Ihef- 
falonica ; but Clarianus, governor of the place, prevailed 
upon rheodomir, by means of rich prefents, to abandon the 
<^nterprizc, and retire. 


y Jorn^nd. Rcr. poth. cap. 56, p. 694* 695, & Reg, cap, 47. p- 654, 
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Soon after this event, a peace was concluded between 
tbe Romans and the Goths. Whilft this treaty was nego- 
tiating Th2odomir died, and was fuccceded by his fon 
Theodoric, called Amalus, defeended from the Amali, the 
m*bft illuflrious family among '^the Goths. The emperor 
Zeno, overjoyed at tbe news of the young prince’s accef#"" 
fion to the crown, immediately invited him to court, re- 
ceived him with the greated marks of frienddiip and efteem, 
raifed him to the«rankof a patrician, and even adopted him 
fofhisfon. Theodoric was fcarce returned to Pannonia, 
when news were brought him, that Baflifcus, revolting 
from Zeno, bad been proclaimed and acknowleged emperor 
hy the fenate of Conftantinople. '^J'he ufurper w^as chiefly 
fupported by a Goth in the Roman fcrvice, named likd'wife 
Theodoric, who had been raifed to the flrft 'Spoils in the 
army, and the command of his countrymen, who, following 
the example of their leader, had all declared for Bafilifcus. 
However, king Theodoric, efpoiifing the caufe of Zeno, 
marched againfl them; but as his troops w^re far inferior 
in number to thofe of tbe enemy, Zeno aflured him, that 
he fliouid be joined at the flreights of Mount Hicmus by the 
general of Thrace, with ten thoufand foot and two thou- 
fa;Kl horfe; and tfiat, afterpafiing the mountains, bc^nioulcl 
find twenty thoufand ^horfe on the banks of the Hebrus 
ready to join him : but at neither place diil be find any 
troops ; and the guides, w{io had been fent him by the Ro- 
mans, leaving the known roads and beaten w'ays, led him 
through deferts, where his men fufPered greatly for want 
of provifions, and over fteep mountains, till they brought 
his army, quite exhaufled with fuch long and fatiguing 
m-irches, in fight of the enemy, who were encamped in a 
tnoft advantageous J)oft. But though they might with great 
eafe have cut the king and his whole army in pieces, yet 
Theodoric their leader fent only fome perfons to upbraid 
the king with making war on his countrymen in favour of 
tbe Romans, who had thus betrayed him with fair promifes, 
and only endeavoured to fet Goths againft Goths, that they 
might have the cruel fatisfa£lion of feeing them deflroy 
each other. Thefe remonflrances occafioned a mutiny hh 
the king’s army, who, fi^riding himfelf reduced to the alter- 
native of being abandoned hy his own men, or coming to an 
agreement with Theodoric, cbofe the latter. 

I'he two generals conferred together, having a river be- 
twixt them, and agreed to a pacification. They both dif- 
patched ambafladors to Conftantinople, Theodoric to de** 
xnand the arrears which were due to him and his army, 
the king to ac<juaiht the emperor with the treaty he 
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iTad made, and at the fame time to let hin\ know, that, im- enters 
lefs provihon.s were^fent to the army, it was not in his 
power to reftrain his men from plundering Thnice "What * 
anfwer Zeno returned to the former, we are not informed j aCoik^ln 
to the latter, however, he made a long apology for not fejid- theTSLimm 
jng, as he had piomifed, the Roman troops to join him. 

But the author of Zeno’s life, though not a little hirified in 
favour of that prince, cannot help owning that lie way* 
upon this occafion, greatly tp blame "i1ie cinpcior ex- 
erted all his efforts to perfuude the king to Ivcak the treaty 
he had lately concluded with Theodojic, fending to Aim 
for that purpofe two folcntn embaflies, and promifing not 
only to reward him wdth large fums, and gre.it revenues, if 
he Should defeat the rebels, hut to give him in marriage 
Juliana, th# daughter of Olybrius, and givtnd-daughter of 
Valcntinian III. Rut the king could not, by any offers^ 
be prevailed upon to make the Icaft breach in the treaty 
with I'heodoric ; fo that the emperor was fain to conclude 
a peace with him upon the following diflionourahlc terms: 
that 'rheodoric fliouUl have the command of the emperor’s 
guards; that he fliould retain all the honours conferred 
upon him by the ufurper BafiJifcus; that his ellate, which 
had Iren confifeated, fhould he reflorcd Jo him ; ami laflly,- 
that he fhould be appointed commander in chief of the 
Roman cavalry, which pofl was then held by king I’hLO- 
doric, but, in virtue of this treaty, ukeii from him, and bc- 
dowed on the other 

In the mean time king Theodoric, who was flill with his He hrtdh 
army among the mountains of Ihrace, not receiving from 
the Romans cither money or piovifions to fupport them, 
marched down into the province of Rhodope on the /Lgxan q^hraceand 
fea, and laid wafle the moll fertile places of "^i’liracc, de- iviuctiion. 
flroying with fire and fword what lie could not carry off. 

The emperor fent fcvcral generals to oppofe him ; but 
though he lofl a great many men in Ikirniifbes, yet the lofs 
on the fide of the Romans mull have been more con- 
fiderable, fince, in the end, all the emperor’s geneials de- 
clined the command of the army inThiTrf:e. From Thrace 
, Theodoric marched into Macedon, and having pillaged the 
open country, made himfelf mailer of Stopi on the river 
Axius. From thence he advanced towards the neighbour- 
hood of Thelfalonica ; a motion which thre w the inhabit- 
ants into fuch conllcrnation, that, thinking themfclvcs 
abandoned by the emperor, they pulled down and deftroyed 
all his ftatues, and were ready to fall upon their governor, 

33—9^. a Idem,p. 33,34- Idem, p. 7 S, 79 - 95 - 
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named John 5 but contented themfelves with taking from 
him the keys^of the city, and delivering them to the bifiiop. 

Iheodoric, without making the lealt attempt on Thelfa- 
lonica, ltd his army from thenc^ to Hcraclea, where he 
was met by amballhdors from Zeno, with propohiLs for an 
accommodation ; which he being willing to accept, fent*' 
others to Cordhintinople, and, in the mcrUi time, ordered 
his men to forbear all farther hollilities. The perfon em- 
ployed by Zeno to** treat witlf Theodor ic was the patrician 
Adaimnncus, who had been governor of Conllantinople, and 
was, on this occafion, honoured with the tonfular orna- 
ments, but not with the confulfljip. During the nego- 
tiations, Theodofic found means to make himfelf maftcj of 
Duras on the Adriatic fca, that he might have fome place 
of ftrength to retire to, in cafe the nogotiations^fhould not 
have the defiied efre(T. The conferences were in confe- 
quence broken off, Adamancus declaring, that he could 
not treat with the Goths, till he had reflored the city of 
Duras to the empire. J heodoric could not, by any means, 
be prevailed upon to part with that important place during 
the winter j but promifed to abandon it early in thefpring, 
yo march aginfl the other "i'beodoric, w'ho had raifed new 
dill^irbances in tlii* empire ; and, that the emperor Slight 
not (jUtllion the finceiiry of his intentions, lo deliver up to 
him his mother and fillers as holtages. He likcw'ifc ofl'ered 
to march into Italy, and rclVarc Nepos, who was nearly re- 
lated to the emprefs V^erina, Zeno’s mother-in-law*, and 
bad been lately driven from the throne by Glycerins. To 
thefc propofals Adamancus anfwcred, that he had no power 
to grant him any terms till Duras w'as reltored^; hut that 
he would write to the emperor, and acquaint him with his 
anfwer. 

The Homans, in the mean time, became more unreafon- 
able, in confequcnce of fome advantages they gained at 
that very crifis over the Goths. Thcodoric had marched 
before with a ftrong detachment to furprife Duras, whl'c 
the main body, with the baggage, followed by ilow 
marches, under th*e command of his brother Theudimund. 
Sabinianus, general of lllyricum, immediately ordered all « 
the troops quartered in that province to aflemble at Lych- 
Ijidus in Macedon ; and marching from thence with incre- 
dible expedition, overtook the Goths, as they were defeend- 
ing from the mountains of Candavia, between Lychnidus 
and Duras. Theudimund, and his mother, who followed 
the army, had juft time to pafs a torrent, and caufe the 
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bridge to be broken down : by which means they faved thcm- 
felves, but ftopped liie march of the army ; fo th.it the Ho- Yr of 1>1 
mans, falling upon them, cut moil of them to pieces, took aSzy. * 
five thoufand prifoners, tyvo thouiand waggons, and an iin- 479 * 
menfe booty. Zeno, elated with this viacry, and'not '777 ^ — 
.doubling but he fhould either take Theodcric himfclf pri- 
foner, or oblige him to fubmit,wTote to Sabinianus, and to army.utirn 
Oento, a Ooth of great reputation in the Pioman fervice, to 
purfue the war, and net futr^^r Thcodofic to retire, but to 
keep him fliut up on all fulcs, ordering at the fame<ime 
Adamancus to break ofl’tlje conferences, and return to Con- 
ftantinople. Put of this w\ar all we can learn is, that the 
loljowing year, Theodoric ravaged Greece ; and that Sahi- 
nianus put a itop to his ravages, more bv addrefs than by 
dintofarfts'k 

No farther mention is made of Theodoric till the year TTieodorie 
482, when, Sabinianus being dead, he ravaged wntkout con- ^^o'ws 
troul both Macedons and Thcfialy, and even took and 
plundcred^Larifla, the metropolis of the latter province “ ; 
infomuch that the emperor, to appeafe hwn, was at length ce don and ' 
obliged to yield him part of Lower Ivloefia and Low'^r Da- 
cia, to give him the comimand of the troops of the houfhold^ 
and ^amc him conful for the enfuing yt%r. In confequcncc ^theetpL 
of this accommodation, 'rheodoriC) dilbanding his troops, ror^ 
let out for Conltantinople with a fmall retinue, and, being 
received by the emperor with the greateli: marks of kind- 
nefs and clcecm, dil'charged the follow'ing year the ofiicc of 
conful b During his confulfliip, Leontius, a native of 
Chair is in Syria, and comniaiuler of the troops in that 
])rov}nce, revolting, found his power fulhcient to be pro- 
claimed emperen. Againfl him Zeno diipuitched 11 1 us, cap- 
tain of his guards ; but he, inllead of oppofing Leontius, 
joined him, and, being united, defeated and took prifoncr 
Longinus, the emperor's brother, wdio, at the head of a 
confiderable army, had ventured to engage them in the 
neighbourhood of Antioch ; which city, after his defeat, 
fubmitted to the ufurper. Zeno, upon the new^s of the 
defeat and captivity of his brother, difpcltched one John, an 
officer of great valour, and experience in war, into Syria, 
and prevailed upon theodoric to join him wdth a numerous 
army of Goths, 'rhefe tw'o commanders, meeting Leon- Ue defeatt 
tins and Ulus in the neighbourhood of Seleucia, totally de- the njurptr 
fcated, and compelled them to fly for refuge to the ftrong 
cafllc of Papyra in Cilicia s. 

** Marcell. Chron. « Idem, ad ann. ij. 32 , f Tlieoph, 

p. azx. Jorn. RcK Goth, cap. 57, p. 636, g E*ragr. lib. iii. 
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As the rebels ivere no lonp;er in a condition to give the 
]caft aipprehenfion or uneafincfs, Theodoric, leaving part 
of his forces vith the other conimancier to profeciite the 
war, returned with the reft to Conftantinople ; but, finding 
thae Zeno began to miftriift him,* and even to fetk by in- 
trigues his dcilru<Ll:ion, he withdrew from court, and retired ^ 
into Thrace, the emperor having, fome time before, ap- 
pointed him general of the troops quartered in that coun- 
try. Soon after hi§ leaving Conftantinople, he fell upon 
the Bulgarians, fwho, under the conLlu<51: of their king or 
leader named Libcrtem, had entered Thrace, and gained 
a complete vi(flory over them, Libcrtem himfclf being dan- 
j^eroully wounded, and moft of his men put to the fword 
The following year Theodoric fpent in raifing forces, atid 
in 487 , made amirruption into J brace at the fcead of a 
powerful army. Upon what provocation he thus turned 
his arm?!^ againft the empire, we remain ignorant; but, 
douhtlcTs, the fame motives that, fome time before, bad in- 
duced him to withdraw from court, prompted him now to 
tlOl as an enemy. ^ Having ravaged Thrace, he approached 
Conftantinople, and encamped in the neighbourhood of 
Melantiades, a city placed by Sanfon about fifteen miles 
fveft, of Conftantinople, with a defign, as was believe*^ of 
laying fiege to that imperial city. But, while the inhabit- 
ants were under the utmofl confternation, Thcculoric, de- 
camping fudclenly, marched back to Novae in Mccfia, whence 
he had come K Some writers aferibe Iris fuddeu retreat to 
the regard he had for that metropolis; others to a private 
treary between him and Zeno, wdio, putting him in mind 
of the kindnefs he had ever Ihewn him, and of tlie many 
honours he had heaped upon him, and reprefenting to him 
at the fame time the danger to which he expofed himfclf in 
making war on the empire, perfuaded him to conclude a 
peace with the Romans, and turn his arms againft Odoa- 
cer, who, having put Oreftes to death, and depofed hisfon 
Auguiiulus, bad taken upon himfclf the title of king of 
Italy 1 hcodoric received with joy the propofal made him 
by the emperor of driving Odoaccr out of Italy, and return- 
ed to Novae, in order to make the neceftary preparations for 
that expedition. * 

In the following year, Theodoric having aflembled * an 
infinite number of people, carrying with them their wives, 
children, and all their eifeiSls, let out from Novre, diredt- 

h Ennod. p. 29*, 296. i Procop. Bell Goth. lib. ii. cap. 6, 

p. 461. Marcell. Theopb. p. T13. •= Jorn. p. 697. Evagr. 

fib. ii. cap. 27. p. 356, J Ennod. Vit. Theodor, p. 29?, 299* 

& icq. 
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|ng Ills march towards Italy. His mother, and filler named yi*. ft. 
i\mafrides, attended him in this expedition. Many Ro- 
mans of great dillindlion flocked to him frdm all parts, to A.D. 

ferve as volunteers in this war ; among the rcil Arte- — 

midorus, who was ncarfy related to, and in great favour 
with the emperor, but joyfully abandoned his country,’' 
and the grandeur he lived in at Conflaiitinoplc, to fhare 
with llieodoric in his good or bad fortune, who afterwards 
created him a patrician, and»made liim»governor ofRoinc*”. 

On tlie other hand, a great many Goth.s'ileellncd fcillow- 
iiig Thcodoric into Italy, ^ and, fettling on tlie fca-coall in 
Thrace, formed a fcpaiatc nation, which Jived in amity 
with the Romans, and is highly commended by Jbccojiius*’. 

ITom Novte in Mcefia Theodoric marched flr?dl to the 
Adriatic •Tea ; but, for want of fiiips w'as obhgrd to go 
round, and traverfe the feveial nations inhabiting iheeoalt. 

This march he performed in the depth of winter/ a violent 
plague and famine raging the whole time in his army, and 
carrying off great numbers of his people, lie found the lig*defeaU 
Gepidtc e'ncarnpcd on the banks of a cer tain river, with a theGepU^ 
defign to oppofe his paiTage ; but Theodoric, palling it at 
the head of a choice botiy of men, charged them fo briiklv, 
thaifthty immediately betook thcmfel^es to a precipitate 
flight. At another place he was .met by tlie Sarmatians, 

V/hom he likewife defeated, and put to flight. 

Thus, after a long and fatigjuing march, he entered Italy 5 He ensm^ 
and, advancing to the river Sonrius, now Zonzo, in the 
neighbourhood'” of Aqulleia, halted there, in order to afford 
his men reft, being informed, that Odoacer was in full 
march to meet him with a very numerous army, confiding 
of various nations, commanded by their rclpef live kings or 
chiefs*^. Soon after this intelligence, Ocloaccr appeared, 
and was met by Theodoric with bis men in battle-array. 

An engagement enfued, in w^hich Odoacer was, after a 
faint rcfiftance, put to flight, and great numbers of liismen pu/iOdoM-^ 
cut in pieces. theodoric purfued the fugitives, and, on 
fhe 28th of Augufl 489, entered their camp, though de- 
fended by a river, and a great many wdrks p. Odoacer re- 
tired to the plains of Verona, and encamped at a fmall di- 
ftance from the city : but Theodoric, cloiely purfuing him, 
forced hirn to a fecond engagement, when he met with a 
more vigorous oppontion than in the former; for great 
numbers were killed on both fldes : at length, however, 

Odoacer was again put to flight, and obliged to fliut him- 

Ji Frorop. iEdif. cap, 7. p, 63 
^ Xhcoph. p. 361. 
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fcif up In Ravenna ; fo that Theodoric, having now no ene- 
my in the field to oppofe him, made* hindclf maficr of 
feveral important places, and, among the rcil, of Milan 
and Pavia ‘i. At the fame time Tpfa, commander in chief 
of OdoaeePs forces, came over to Theodorie, with moft of 
the troops under his comm. md, and was immediately by 
him diipatched, with one of his own ofliccrs, in purfuit of 
Odoacer, to Kavenna. Odoacer had left that city, and was 
advanced as far ns ‘Paenza, ill which place he was clofciy 
beheji^eii by Pufa ; but that treacherous commander, declar- 
ing for his former mailer, jcplned.him again with ail his 
troops, delivering up at the fame time feveral odicers, 
who had been apt^ciiued by Theodorie to command undj^r 
him, and were, by OdoacePs orders, fenl in irons, to Ra- 
venna ^ About the fame time Frideric, the fon of Fava 
king of the Rugians, who bad joined Tiicodoric w ith a 
confidcrable body of his countrymen, went over to Odoa- 
cer ; who, being thus reinforced, left Facnfa, and advanced 
as far as Milan ; which city he is fuppofed to have taken, 
fince he is faid to kave recovered all Liguria *. 

Theodorie, in the mean time, finding himfelf abandoned 
both by Tufa and Frideric, kept himftlf flmt up in Pavia, 
a *pla«e in tbofe days^bf great llrcngth, while Odoacer, with- 
out controul, ravaged the country, and befieged him at ball 
in Pavia, wheie the Goths, who had brought along with 
them their families, and ali their efiedls, were greatly 
ilraitcned for want of room. Theodorie, feaPmg he fliould, 
after all his efforts, be overpowered with numbers, had re- 
coin fe to Alaric, king of the Vifigotlis, who had fettled in 


Gaul. As the ViHgoths and Oftiogoths were originally the 
fame nation, and the V^ifigoths had received among them, 
about fixfeen years before, a great nund^er of Ollrogoths, 
under the condiuSl of tlicir king Videmir, coufin-german to 
Thcodoiic, they readily granted him the dcfired fiipplies ; 
which be no fooner received than, leaving Pavia, he march- 
m/r ed towards the river Addua, where the enemy lay encamped, 
engaged them the third time, and obtained a complete vic- 
' , ^ tciy. Odoacer agarh took refuge in Ravenna, but left nu- 


merous garrifons in all the Itrong places *. In this battle, 
which was fought on the eleventh of Augufl, Odoacer loft 
feveral officers of diftin6tion, and among the reft Pierius, 
his comes domefticorum, or captain of the guards. Thco- 
doric, after the battle, marched in purfuit of Odoacer, and. 


q Ammian. Anonyhi. p. 479. r Caffiodor. lib. ii. ep. j6. 

p. 38. » Ennod. de Lurent. p. 465. t Ammian. Anonym* 

p. 470. Caifiodcr. p. Procop* Beil. Goth. p. 309. 
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approadiing Ravenna, encamped at a place called Plnaia 
about three miles fif)m the city. * 

On the other hand Odoaccr, with rnr.ny new works, for- 
tified hiinrelfiii the tov/r\, and, with freqiitnt I'aliics, ^^fpe- 
cially ill the night, greatly harafild the Goths. The fic-e 
lallcd three year?, daring which time great numbers were 
killed on both hdes in the ficqueiit fallies and attacks. Au- 
thors fpeak in paiticular of a fally, in whicli Odoacer coni- 
m, mJed in pcrfoii, and, at t?ic head oPthe Heriili, entered 
the camp of 'rhecdoric at Pinaia, and maefe a dieadfuH ha- 
vock of liis men ; but he was, ^.fier a long and fharn difpute, 
obliged to retire. The Goths purfued him to the very gucr 
of^ the city, putting many of his men to the fvronl, and 
among odiers Libila, or Levila, wlm cm^imindcd the He- 
ruli under the king, and had eniintmtly diuinguiihed him- 
on that occafion Theodoric, leaving part of Ins army 
before Piavenna, marched with the refi; agaiuit t>.e Itrong- 
holds, in wliich Odoacer had left garrifons, and was every 
where received witli great marks of joy, ewvrt rit Cedma 
in Komagna, where he met with feme tppoiiilf'o. d'bn.s 
he made himfelf mafler of Italy, not at once, l et hy de- 
gree^. No one place in Italy now remained io Chlo icej^ 
except Ravenna, in wdiich he had bceiPilir.t up tlnee years 
with his foreign and fome Roman troops, and thefe were re- 
duced to great (traits by the enemy without, and the famine 
within wheat being fold at* fix pieces of goUl a biilhel. 
On the other hand, the Goths were quite exhauiled wirh 
the fatigues of a three years fiege ; fo that both panics be- 
ing willing to put an end to the war, Odoacer fent John, 
hilhop of Ravenna, to Theodoric, with propofals for an ac- 
commodation. The agreement was concluded on t!)c 
twenty-feventh of February, Odoacer delivering up bis fon, 
named Thelan, to Theodoric as an hoflagc, who in confi-- 
qucnce entered Ravenna in triumph on the fifth of March *. 
Theodoric did not long adhere to the agreement he had 
niade ; for, having a few days after invited Odoacer to a 
banquet, unmindful of his oath, or the laws of liofpitality, 
he difpatched him with his own hand, cither in the palace, 
or in a grove of laurels adjoining to the palace 

Theodoric had fent, fome months before, Faidtus Niger, 
a leading man in the fenate of Rome, to obtain of the em- 
peror Zeno the enfigns of royalty j but Odoacer having fiib-* 
tnitted before the return of the ambafikdor, Fhcodoric, 
without waiting for the emperor’s permiflion, caufed him- 

^ Jorn, cap. 57. p. 697. Onnph. p- i7* Ennod, Pan. Theodor, 
p. 306, w Procop, p, 309. * Onuph. P. 57* Anonym. 
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fclf to be proclaimed by his Goths king of Italy ; bowCvCfj 
he difpatchccl Feftus, or Fauftus> his magifter pfiiciorumj 
and Irenseus, Wbth diftinguithed with the title of IlluftriouSi 
to Conftantinople, to excufc the liberty he had taken ®. 
The hmbafladors were received in very obliging manner by 
Anaftatius, the fuceeflbi* of Zeno, who readily ratified the 
peace w'hich his prcdcceflbr had made with Theodoric, ap- 
proved of what he had done, and fent him the enfigns of 
royally Hence ifc is maniftil, that Thcodorlc himfelf 
qwnevi he held the kingdom of Italy of the emperors of the 
jiafi:, by whom he fufl'ered even the Roman confuls to be 
named. 
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Thcodorlc, now maftcr of all Italy, began to make tlic 
neceffary preparations for reducing the ifland of Sicily, whiefh 
refufed to acknow^ege him ; but the inirabitants *iv'erc per- 
fuaded by Camodore to fubmit to their new lord, without 
coming iQ) extremities. After this fubmilTion Theodoric/ 
(licathing his fword, endeavoured, in the firil place, to ef- 
tabliih himfijif in lus new kingdom, by alliances with the 
neighbouring prinpes. With this view he font Feftus to 
Conftantino}de, to confirm the peace he had made with 
Anafiafias, at the fame time giving his hand in mariiagc to 
itndejh da, the daughter of Clodoneus, king of the FraViks> 
and bcftowiijg his own t>vo daughters, whom he had by a 
concubine, on Alaric, king of the Vifigoths in Gaul, and 
iSigifmund, the fon of Gunfiobald, king of the Burgun- 
dians. Having thus fccured his new kingdom, he made it 
his chief ftiidy to govern it with falutary laws, chiefly fol- 
lowing the advice of Cafliodore, a man of great learning 
and integrity, whom he had created a patrician, and raifed 
to the dignities of count, of conful, and even to that of prar- 
fedus prxtorio. He firft quartered all his Goths in the 
caftles and ftrong-holds, with their officers who were to 
command them in time of war, and govern them in time of 
peace. The Roman laws he retained, and commanded them 
to be inviolably ohferved, and to have the fame force which 
they had had under the emperors of the Weft 

I'heodoric not oii4y retained the fame laws, but the fame 
form of government, the fame diftribution of provinces, the 
lame magiftrates and dignities. As the emperors bad, be- 
fore his time, tianiiated the imperial feat from Rome to 
Ravenna, to be near at hand, and ready to put a flop to the 
irruptions of the Barbarians, who, on that fide, made in- 
foacls into Italy, he likewife chofe that city for the ufual 


* Concil. toiTj. Sv. p. iiSi. a Procop. lib. ii. cap. p. 40ii 
^ CaiTiodor. lib. hi. cap: 43. & lib. i, cap* »7* 
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place of hrs rcfideiicc, governing from thence the provinces 
by tlie fame magiftrfttes who had prefided ovcyr them in the 
times of the emperors, fuch as confulares, corredloresj and 
pryefides. Befules, according to the cuftom of the 
he appointed for each city inferior judges, diliinguilhed 
'•with the title of counts, who were to adminilter juitice, and 
decide all controverfies and difputes : and herein the polity 
of the Goths far excelled, as Grotius obferves, that of the 
Homans y for, in the Roman times, a whoje province was 
governed by a confularis, a corre£l:or, or a pricfcs, wh(5 re- 
fided in the chief city, and to vt’hom recourfe was to be had 
at a great expeiice from tl^e mofl remufe parts ; hut Thco- 
do|ic, befides the confularis, the correclor, or the prjefes, 
appointed^ not only in the principal cities, put in each fniall 
town and village, inferior mngillrates of known integrity, 
who were to adminilter juft ice, and five tbofc who had 
law-fuits the trouble and expence of recurring to t^iC gover- 
nor of the whole piovince no appeals to diitant tribunals 
being allowed, butni matters of thegrcatcll importance, or 
in cafes of manifeft injufticc ‘h Thus ItJlly, from the do- 
minion of the Romans, fell under that of the Goths, almoft 
without perceiving the change. 

SECT. III. 

The ancient State of the Vandahy till they fettled in Spain 
and Af ica* 

Vandals were originally a Gothic nation ; for Pro- T'he&rigim 
copius, who could not he a ftranger lo their tlcfcent, p/ ttie 
being well acquainted with Gclomir their king, and the 
other Vandals, who were brought prifoners to Coiiftanrino- 
ple in the reign of Juftinian, tells u?, in exprefs terms, 
that -the Goths and Vandals were the fame people, ilii- 
tinguilhed in names, but agreeing in their urlgiji and man- 
ners Pie adds, that they fpoke the Gothic language, as 
^id likewife the Gepidae, Lombards, ^Burgundians, and 
• Alans. They were called Vandals, from the Gothic word Their 
'i^andeleny which fignifies to wander y becaufe they often name^ 
changed therr (ituations, wandering from one country to 
another They are fuppofed to have come originally out 
<^f i>candinavia with the other Goths, under the command 
king Eric, of whom have Ipoken in the foregoing 

.. ® in Proleg, Hilt. (Jcih. Cafliodor. lib. vi. cap 7\ ** 

® 1 rocop, %'and. lib. i. cap. a, ^ Vide Matih, 
rrtaeor. ijQ Oibe Gon-. 
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fedioni and to have fettled in the countries now known bv 
the names of Meckleriburgh and Bftindenburg. Several 
ages after, another colony of the Goths, leaving Scandina.. 
via,undcr the condu<Sl: of king Be^g, fettled in Pomerania, 
after having driven out the Rugians, by Jornandes called 
Ulmerugians, At the fame time Bcrig fubdued the Van-^ 
dais inhabiting thofe countries; but, iriftead of driving them 
from their ancient habitations, he only obliged them, as 
they were a GpthTc nation, \o fhare their territories with 
the ‘new-comers In the reign of Auguflus, part of the 
Vandals, ftraitened in thcir'bwnfCountry for want of room, 
fettled on the banks of the Rhine ; but were driven from 
thence by Tiberius and Drufus, and obliged to return hojpe. 

As their cou„ntry was overftocked with people, great 
numbers of them foon left it again, and takingSheir route 
eaflward, entered the country lying between the Bofporus 
Cimrnei^us and the Tanais, inhabited at that time by the 
Sclavi, whom they drove out, and feizing on their coun- 
try, took the name of the ancient inhabitants, calling them- 
feives Sclavi. Some of thefe, fevcral ages after, in tlic 
reign of Mauritius, which began in 586, fettled in Dalma- 
tia and lllyricum, which from thein were called Sclavo- 
nia’’^ Others feftlcd themfelves in the eaiLcrn parts of 
Dacia beyond the Danube, which province compiebended 
the prelcnt countries of 'iVanlylvania, Moldavia, M^allachia, 
and the eaflcrn parts of Upper Hungary. From thofe who 
remained in Germany|^ the prefent Poles and Bohemians 
are faid by moft writers to derive their origin : but the Van- 
dals, who, under Godegefilus their king entered Gaul, and 
afterwards fettled in Spain and Africa, came, according to 
Procopius ^ from Dacia, and the neighbourhood of "the 
Palus Mtcotis. As the Vandals were a Gothic nation, the 
fame cuiloms, manners, religion, and form of government 
prevailed among them as among the Goths. 

Wketr They had, without doubt, their own kings long before 

they were known to the Romans ; but Godegefilusj under 
whofe command they entered Gaul in 406, is the firft of 
their princes, whom we find mentioned in hiflory. He 
was fuceecded by Gundefpc, who, in 409, from Gaul pafled" 
into Spain, and fettled in Galicia. Genferic reigned next, 
who abandoning Spain in 428, pafied^with his Vandals into 
Africa, which the Vandals held under the following kings, 
Hunneric, Gundaraund, Thrafamund, Genferic II. and 
Geiimcr, till the year 533, when an end was put to their 

g Jorn. Rer. Goth. cap. 4. ^ h Vide Olaum Rudbeck. Atlant. 
par. i. cap. 14. & Joan Marian* libi v, cap i, * Procop. UeH. 
Vand. lib. i. cap. 3, . 
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and Africa rcUhitcd to tlie eniptr^w 
the Vandals^ fays, th^t they were* 
Jr barbarous nations both in power 
and coni^C 5 but neverth|Iefs made themfelves mafters^of 
the bed a^d moffc ferdie provinces of the empire K They 
embraced the Chriftian religion at the fame time that the 
Goths were converted *, but held, like the other Gothic na- 
tions, the tenets of Arias, and were irreconcileablc enemies 
to the cathoJic church. Salviih, howevet, extols their con- 
tinence and chaftlty. • 

'They firlt began to be Irguble^otnc to the Piomans in the 
reign of M. Aurdius and Lucius Verus, about the year 166^ 
when entering into an alliance with other barbarous nations, 
nantely, the Marcomans, the Narifehians, j^ie Hermiindu- 
rians, Qua<flans, Suevians, Sarniatians, Vidovaiians, Roxo- 
Janians, Badarnians, Coftobochians, AlanvS, and lazygians, 
they made an irruption into the empire, took and phTneiered 
feveral cities, and having put to flight the Roman armies 
font againd them, every-where committed unparalleled ra- 
vages. Of*this war, which is compared by the ancients to 
the Punic and Cimbriun wars, wc have fpoken in our Ro- 
man hi dory. » 

On* this occafion the Marcomans anti Vandals mrftle 
themfelves maflers of Pannonia, after having defeated and 
killed Furius Vidorinus, the prefedus prxtorio, who, with 
a numerous army, attempted t® put a flop to their incur- 
fions h They continued in Pannonia till the year 170, 
w'hen they were driven out by M. Aurelius, who purfued 
them to the Danube, and cut off great numbers as they 
were paflTing that river. They entered afterwards into an 
alliance with the Romans ; for one of the articles of the 
peace concluded in 180, between the emperor Commodus 
and the Alemans was, that they fhould not make v/ar upon 
the Vandals In the year 215, a war was kindled between 
them and the MarcOmans; for Caracalla u fed to glory in 
his having fet at variance thefe two nations, which till then 
had lived in peace and amity with each other. 

In the fecond year of Aurelian’s reign,* while the empe- 
ror was engaged in a war with feveral German nations, who 
had entered Italy, the Vandals, having pafled the Danube 
under the command of two of their kings, and feveral other 
princes,, laid W'afte the neighbouring provinces. In confe- 
Suence of this irruption, Aurelian, having gained a com- 
plete vi(Rory over the Germans, led his army againft the 

^ Salvian. lib. li. vii. p. 161, & feq. ^ M. Aur. Vit.p. 29. 3 *« 
*“ Dio, 11 b. Ixxii. p. -817. 
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VamtJaU, Vho, upon the news of his approach, retired wkJi 
great precipyation. The emperor, however, purfued and 
overtook them before they reached the Danube, cut great 
numbers of them in pieces, and obliged the reft to fuc 
for peace ; which he readily granted, upon their deliver- 
kig to him, as hoftages, the fons of their two kings, 
fj^cral other perfons of great diftindlion. He incorporated 
two thoufand of their belt men amongft bis own troops, and 
ordered the reft to be fuppUed wdth provifions at the public 
expence, till they reached the Danube 

P *his They continued quiet dtK-ing fhe remainder of Aurclian’s 

I they reign but they no fooner received the news of his death 
Gaul] entering into an alliance with the Lygians, Franks, 

and Burgundiaqs, they advanced as far as the R.hine ; '^and 
having without oppofition crolled that river, erfiercd Gaul, 
and made iliemfelves mailers of almoft the whole country, 
which they held for the fpace of two years, when Probus, 
who had fucceeded Tacitus, marching againft them, de- 
feated them in fevcral battles. Moft of the Lygians were 
cut oft', and the^r king Senmo taken prifoner; but he was 
foon after fet at liberty,, in virtue of a treaty, by which the 
^Lygians, after having reftored the booty, and difmified the 
pri»foiiers they hah taken, folcmnly promlfed not onlyho livs 
in amity with the Romans, but to guard the confines of the 
empire againft the other Barbarians who fhould attempt tc 
invade it The Vandals, and Burgundians retired at the 
approach of the Roman army, and having crofted the Rhine 
before Probus could overtake them, encamped on the banks 
Yr. of FT. of that river. However, being provoked by the infults and 
raillery of the Roman foldiers encamped on the oppofitc 
bank, they attempted to repafs the river, with a defign to 
%ut receive them battle ; but the Romans, faliing upon the firft 
great df that Ian (Jed, fiew a confiderable number, took many pri- 
^feat from foners, and drove the reft, who 'were haftening to the af- 
ftrobus, fiftance of their companions, back ihto the river, where 
- moft of them periftied. The emperor was preparing to pafs 

the Rhine, in order to purfue the ftiattcred remains of their 
army j but, upoft their fuingt.for peace, and promifing 
back all the prifoners and booty they had taken, h<5 
agreed to let then> retire unmolefted. This promife they 
did not perform with di^ fidelity ; a breach of faith which 
fo provoked the emperor^ that crofling the Rhine, he fell 
upon them as they were retiring, put many of them to the 
fword, and took a great number of prifoners, among whom 
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^n-B Igillus, their king, ^^ith other pcrfons of great diftinc- 
tionr Thefe were «fterwards fent by Probus into Britain, 
and are fuppofed to have fettled in the nci^bourhood of 
Cambridge, where, acceding to Bucherius, they gave i^^me 
to the village of Vandelfourg p. 

Probus finding, on his return from Perfia, the province Some tf 
of Thrace almolt depopulated, allowed a great number of them aU 
Ballarnx, a Scythian nation, to fettle there. He likewife r# 
granted lands in the fame prftvince to the Gepidve, the 
thungians, and the Vandals. The Baftarnas contirtued 
faithful to the empire, atjd bymdegrees brought themfelves 
to live after the Roman manner; but tjie other nations re- 
volting, while the emperor’s troops were employed againfl 
Sa^urninus and Proculus, the former of w^iom had afiumed 
the pui*pl^ in Egypt, and the latter in Gaul, over-ran the 
whole empire, committing every-wherc dreadful ravages, 
to the great dilhonour of the Roman name : buP Probiis, 
having overcome the two ufurpers, marched all his forces 
agaiiilt the Barbarians; and in feveral battles, the particu- 
lars of wHich are unkno'rn to us, mad^ fuch a dreadful 
havock amongft them, that few of thofe who had entered 
the Roman dominions had the good fortune to efcape thg 
geriAal carnage ♦. * • • 

No farther mention is made of the Vandals till the eighth 
of Dioclefian’s reign, when we find them engaged in a 
War with the Goths. The Taifalae alfifted the Goths, and 


the Gepidse joined the Vandals ; but as the Romans were 
concerned in this war, authors only tell us, in general terms, 
that it was carried on with great vigour; and that the Bar- 
barians were fo weakened by it, that, for a confiderable 
time, they fufllered the Romans to live in peace. As for 
the Vandals, they feem to have continued in a ftate of tran- 
t]uility till the twelfth of Honorius’s reign, w^hen, infti- Yr. of Fh 
gated by Stilicho, who^op6d, by their means, to raife his ^ 
fon Eucherius to the empire, (|hey broke into Gaul with 
the Alans and Suevians. The Vandals, in attempting to 
crofs the Rhine, were attacked by the franks, who cut into GetuU 
twenty thoufand of them in pieces, witR their king Godi- 
gifclesj^and would have put them all to the fword, had not 
the Alans and Suevians come Teafonably to their relief. 

Thefe joining the Vandals, obliged the Franks to retire, 
and croBing without oppofition the Rhine, entered Gaul*^. 

They firll ravaged Germania Prima, took by ftorm and 
razed the city of Mentz, the metropolis of that province. 
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! Fr0^ Germania Prima they pafTed into Gallia Bcigica, aitd 

frdm thence^into Aquitain, the moft« fertile and opulent 
province of all Gaul. Having advanced to the Pyrenean 
mc^wntains, which they did not at firft venture to pal's, they 
over-ran all the neighbouring provinces, committing every- 
where unparalled ravages. The Vandals, Alans, and Sue-' 
vians were foon joined by the Burgundians, and other bar- 
barous nations, excited partly by Stilicho, partly by a de- 
fire of booty, and ^opes of eViriching themfelves with the 
fpoils of fo many wealthy provinces ®. 

[^trfiantine In the mean time Con {hmtinc;. being proclaimed emperor 
by the Britilli legions, from Britain palled over into Gau), 
\,^€intofue taking with him all the Roman forces quartered in the 
^rpiace> the ^flower of the Britiih youth, who were 

joined, foon after his landing at Bologne, by Vlie^Roman 
troops quartered in Gaul: with thefe he defeated the Van- 
dals amf other Barbarians, in feveral battles; and at length 
reduced them to fuch diftrefs, that they were forced to fue 
for peace ; which he granted, without obliging them to 
quit Gaul, probably becaufe he hoped to maintain himfelf, 
by their means, in the power he had ufurped. Soon after 
^.Geronicus, to whom Conftans, the fon of Conflantine, liad 
committed the government of Spain, revolting upon' fome 
difguft, and fetting up ©ne Maximus for emperor, the Van- 
dals, Alans, and Suevians, flew to arms, probably at the 
inlligation of the ufurper, a>nd made themfelves mafters of 
feveral cities in Gaul. The natives, expeOling no relief 
either from Honorias or Conflantine, refolved to defend 
themfelves ; and accordingly uniting their forces, they 
fell upon the Barb^irians, and defeated them in feveral 
ficirmilhcs. The Barbarians, meeting with greater oppofi- 
tion than they expected, and at the fame time being made 
acquainted with the diftraOted ftate of Spain, which was 
reprefented to them as wealthy and fruitful, refolved to try 
whether they could make a fettlement in that country. 
With this defign they directed' their march towards the Py- 
renees, which they palTed without oppofition, the guards 
who had been plak;ed there, either abandoning tiujir polls 
at the approach of fuch multitudes, or joining them, in*' 
order to avoid the punifllment due to the ravages they had 
committed in thofe provinces before their arrival *. 

Thus the Vandals, Suevians, and Alans firft entered 
Spain in 409, according to fome on the 28th of September, 
according to others on the 13th of 0 (Slober". They foon 
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iTiailc themfelves maflers of feveral cities and ftrong-liulds, Yr. of F 
defeated the troops vfhicb Conftantine had detached under *757 ^ 
the command of bis fonConflans, to fnpprefs the rebellion 4 ®j 
of Gcronicus ; and before.the end of the year 410, obii^d — — 
Conftans himfelf to abandon the country, and retire to his 
^ther at Arles As for Geroncins, he entered into a kind 
of alliance with them againfl: their common enemy Con- 
ftantine And now the Barbarians, having no enemy to 
oppofe them, over-ran the whole country y. ^ 

They allowed fuch of the natives as clcfired to abandon 
the country, to retire unmclcil^'d ; and, for a fmall fum, 
they conducted them to fuch places of fafety as they thought 
proj’)erto choofe. Idatiuy, who was about this time bifliop 
of a city in Spain, deferibes at large the cafemities AifTcred 
on this t)cc* fion by that unhappy people. He fays, that the T'he unm 
country was ravaged on one fide bv the Biibarians, and on hapfy con 
the other by a dreadful plague, which fwept ofFgreatuum- dihon of 
bers ® ; that befides thcTe two evils, fo great a famine raged, 
that many, were reduced to the neceiTity of feeding upon 
human flefij ; that parents, prelTed by lAmger, devoured 
their own children j and that the wild-beaRs, accuflomed to 
live ly^on the dead bodies of thofe who were killed by th<i. 
Barbarians or died of the plague, being* deprived of fhat 
food, fell upon the living, and macte a dreadful havock of 
the country people in the fields and villages. To thefe ca- 
lamities was added, fays our author, the cruelty of the fol- 
(bers and officers, who being employed by Conftantine to 
levy the taxes, feized and carried off the effisdts and wealth 
of the inhabitants, who had conveyed them into towns as 
places of fdfety. Such was the deplorable condition to 
which the provinces of Spain were reduced by the Vandals, 
Suevians, and Alans, upon their firft entering that coun- an/sug. 
try; and in this Rate they continued from the year 406 to *vianudd^ 
411^' when lieaven, fays Idatius, infpiring the Barbarians vide ihr 
with thoughts of peace, they began to prefer agriculture to p^’ovinci^ 
war. Having therefore divided by lot the provinces of 
Spain, they applied themfclvcs to works of agriculture. 

In that divifion Galicia was given to the Vandals and 
Suevians, the former having Gonderic, who had fuccceded 
Cjodigifcles, for their king, and the latter Ermcric ; Lu- 
limnia, and the province of Cartliagena, fell to the Alans ; 

Bsetica to the Vandals called Silingians, who arc fuppofed 
to have given to their portion the name of Vandalufia, 
changed afterwards into that of AndaJufia*. The natives ' 
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who had cfcaped the general flaughter, and taken refuge in 
the fortified places, fubmitted to the B2rrbarians, who touch- 
ing the holyioook of the gofpt ls, fwore that they would treat 
them for the future as their friends and allies ; which oath 
they obferved fo rellgioufly, that' many Romans chofe to 
live in poverty under the Barbarians, rather than to returuo 
into the dominions of the empire. However, the, inha- 
bitants of Galicia maintained their liberty, and formed a 
feparate ftate in a corner of that province, where they were 
oftetn attacked 'by Ermeric king of the Suevians, who at 
length fufFered them to li^4e in peace, being feized with a 
diftemper of which Jhe languifiied the feven lad years of the 
fourteen he reigned Pope Leo obferves, that the ca- 
tholic church fufFered greatly by this irruption of the Bar- 
barians, who wo^uld not fufFer the civil and edclofiaftical 
laws ena£led againft heretics, efpecially the Prifcillianifts, 
to be put in execution. On the other hand, the bifhops 
not meeting and holding councils, as ufual, the followers 
of Prifcillian, who till that time had been obliged to keep 
themfelvcs concejiled, began publicly to own their tenets, 
and gained over a great many profelytes 

In the year 416 Vallia, king of the Goths in Gaul, hav- 
ihg concluded a peuce with the Romans, undertook to Urive 
the Barbarians out of Spain ; an enterprize which gave rife 
to a war of which we know but very few particulars. In 
422 the emperor Honorius, informed of the low condition 
to which the Vandals had been reduced by the Goths under 
the condudb of Vallia, refolved to attempt the recovery of 
the provinces retained by them in Spain. With this view 
be ordered Caflinus, general of the foot, and captain of 
the guards, to march againjl them, at the head of a confi- 
derable army. Caftinus defeated them in feveral encoun- 
ters, and reduced them to fuch difficulties, that they began 
to think of abandoning the country which they had feiwd \ 
but the Roman general having, in the mean time, unfeafon- 
ably rilked an engagement, twenty thoul’and of his troops 
were cut in pieces ; and he was obliged, with the poor re- 
mains of his fliattemsd army, to take refuge in the city of 
Tarraco After this vi( 9 :ory the Vandals made themfelvcs 
mailers of Seville. Havhig firmly eftahliffied their domi- 
minion in Andalufia, they ravaged the neighbouring pror 
vinces, almoft deftroyed the city of Carthagena, and paffing 
over into the Balearic iflands, committed horrid ravages, 
carrying back with them into Spain an immenfe booty, an 4 
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an incredible number of captives. Not loflg after tbk ex- 
pedition the Vandalj and Suevians quarrelling, Gonderic,. 
king of the Vandals, gained great advantages erver Ermeric, 
king of the Suevians, whom he obliged to fly for refuge to 
the mountains of BiCcay, and there kept him and his pecrplc 
blocked up : but in the mean time Atterius, count of Spain, 
*and the vicar Maurocelus, failing une»tpe6ledly upon Gon- 
deric, cut great numbers of his men in pieces, and obliged 
the refl: to abandon Bifcay and Galicia, i^nd retire into An- 
dalufia. Gonderic, on his return to Seville, took the chi^rch 
from the catholics, and gave it to the Arians; in confe- 
qucnce of which facrileg^, being Immediately poflefled, 
fays Idatius, and tormented with an evit fpirit, he periChed 
in a miferable manner*. 

Gon^eri: left feverai Tons ; but was neve^thelefs fucceed- 
edby his brother, called by the ancients Gaiferic, Geiferic, 
and Gizeric, but now commonly known by the jiame of 
Genferic. Procopius maintains, that he was the natural 
fon of Godigifcles, killed by the Franks in 406 ; and Si- 
donius fays he was the fon of a king, but that his mother 
was a Have ^ He renounced the Catholic faith, which he 
firft profeflTed, to embrace the doiffrine of Arius, maintained 
by the Vandals his countrymen Hf was remarkably 
brave and courageous, fkiiled in the art of war, being, from 
his infancy, inured to the bardfhip's and toils attending a 
military life Before his acceilion to the crown, he was 
well knowm to the Romans by fhe many advantages he had 
gained over them in Spain ; the vi<Sl:ory over Caftinus in 
422, was no lets owing to his bravery than to the rafli con- 
du^l of the Roman general ; and chiefly by his means the 
Suevians in Spain were reduced to the loweR ebb of for- 
tune. Upon his arrival in Africa, he caufed the wife of 
the deceafed king to be drowned in the river Amfachus, and 
foon^ after put all her children to deaths to prevent the dif- 
jfurtances they might have raifed by their pretenfions to the 
crown Genferic had fcarce taken pofleiTion of the throne, 
wl\pn he was invited over into Africa by count Bonifacius, 
who commanded th-e Roman troops in that province. Bom- 
facius had ferved the empire with the utmod fidelity, and, 
on that account, had been raifed* by the emprefs Placidia 
TO the highed honours, and 'fent with an unlimited power 
into Africa ; which province he had defended with great 
bravery againft the repeated attempts of the ufurper John. 
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HU. rife caufe^ great jealoufy in his rival Aeiius, who 
foufid means to perfuade Placidia, thahBonifacius had pre- 
fcrved Africa for himfelf, and only waited an opportunity 
of pulling off the mafk, and eltablifhing an independent 
fo^^reignty. Placidia, giving erkire credit to the infinua- 
tions of Aetius, whom flie <iid. notin the leaft miftrtift,. 
declared Bonifacius a public enemy, and difpatched a flrong 
body of troops againii: him. Bonifacius, finding the em- 
prefs determined npon his r«ln, and himfelf not in a con- 
ditu^n to contelid with the whole flrength of the empirt, 
had recourfe to Gcnferic k^jig of the Vandals, wdio, at this 
time, peaceably poflefled the province of y\ndalLiria. 

The treaty being* agreed to, Gcnfcric made the neceflary 
preparations for fo important an expedition. The Bafoa- 
rians had no v^fl'els, neither did they know' hdw' flo make 
ufe of them ; but thofe who employed them took care to 
lupply them with every thing they wanted. When the ne- 
cefTary veflels were prepared, and the Vandals upon the 
point of embarking, Genferic was informed, that Hermi- 
garius, a celebrated commander of the iSueviahs, w^as ra- 
vnging the neighbouring provinces. Genferic, putting 
himfelf at the head of a chofen body of troops, went in 
tfuejl of the enemp ; and, engaging them in Lufitania,* gave 
them a total overthrow^ Hermigarius their leader attempt- 
ed to make his efcape ; but was drowmed in crofling the 
river Guadiana near Merid^ Idalius confiders his death 
as a punifhment inlli^led upon him for fpeaking contemptu- 
oufly of St. Eulalia, and pillaging the city of Merida, 
where the body of that faint w'as kept and revered. 

From this expedition Genferic reiurned to the place where 
the vefTels were kept in readinefs for his embarkation. 
There he had ordered, before his departure, all the Van- 
dals to afTemble, with their wives, children, and e0e61s. 
^ Having, upon his return, commanded them to go onboard, 

FI. he put to fea in the month of May in the year 428 ; and^ 
»776- abandoning Spain, crofled the Streights of Gibraltar, and 
in Africa b The Romans again took pofTefiion of 
provinces whi^h the Vandals had abandoned, and pof- 
' J»ls aban- fefTed them till they were driven out by the Suevians, as 
\don Spain, the Suevians w'ere in their turn by the Goths. Genferic 
J w pretended, that his army amounted to eighty thoufand 

' flrong; but in that number he muft have comprifed the 

old men, the children, and even the (laves ®. In the mean 
time Placidia, having difeovered the true caufe of the re- 
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toU of Bonifacius, wrote an obliging lette^ afluring bim 
of her favour and prote£lion for the: futVrg, exhorting 
him to return to his duty, and exert his ufuaf zeal for the 
welfare of the empire, by driving out the Barbarians, whom 
the malice of his enemies fiad obliged bim to call in, for^iis 
«wn fafety and prefervation. This taflv Boliifacius readily 
undertook, offering them confiderable fums, provided they 
quitted Africa, and returned to Spain. 

But the Vandals, already fnafters o(^ the greater part 
of Africa, hrft returned him a coritemptuou*s anfwer ; und 
then, falling uncxpedf-edl); upo*% him, cut mod of his men 
in pieces, and obliged Bonifacius himfe^f to take refuge in 
Hip po ; which place they invefted in the month of May 
430, about three months before the dc''»tji of St. Auflin 
biihop iff tflat city. The f'r'gc hifred about ioiirteen months, 
at the expiration of which the Vandals were forced, by a 
famine that began to rage in their camp, to rclintRiifli the 
enterprize, and retire Soon after their retreat, Bonifa- 
cius having received two reinforcements, one from Piomc, 
and the other from Conliantinople, uiid(ikr the condudl of 
the celebrated Afpnr, a refolution was taken by the Roman 
generals to offer the eiiciii'y battle. The Vandals readil^j 
accej?ting the challenge, a bloody engaj^ement enfuedj in 
which the Romans were totally deftiated by the Barbarians, 
who made an incredible number of captives, and obliged 
the reft to take flicker among* the rocks and mountains. 
Among the prifoners w^as JM.ircian, then affedfor to Afpar, 
and afterwards emperor. Afpar, who commanded the 
eaftern troops, efcaped with difficulty out of Africa, and 
returned to Confhantinoplc. Bonifacius repaired with all 
fpeed to Italy, being called thither by theernprefs Placiclia. 
Upon their departure, the Barbarians over-ran all Africa, 
committing every where moll- dreadful ravages. Thefe 
{truck the inhabitants of Hippo with fucb terror, that they 
abandoned their city, which was firfl plundered, and then 
fet on fire by the victorious enemy ; fo that Cirtha and Car- 
thage were the only two ftrong places in Africa ftill pof- 
fefl'ed by the Romans • 

About the fame time Genferic made feveral attempts 
upon »S icily ; but was conftantlf repulfed by Caffiodorc, 
great-grandfather to the celebrated fcnaior of the fanib 
name p. At length a peace was concluded betw^een Valen- 
tinian and Genferic whofe moderation i$ greatly ex- 
tolled by Procopius *■ : but other writers aferibe his making 
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peace ^with the tlomans, not to his moderation, but to the 
apprehenfioii under of being ay:acked by the united 

forces of both impires. Be that as it may, the Romans 
cedeA^to hi?l^ part of Numidia, the province Proconfularis, 
and^ liieyi^ife ByzaeCne. Prolpe*; writes, that, for thefe 
provinces, Generic was to pay a yearly tribute to the em-.^ 
^lor of the ESft. He delivered to the Romans his fon” 
Hunncric by way of hoftage ; but fo great was the confi- 
dence they placed i/i Genferic*, that, fome time after, they 
fent,.him back feis fon •, of which generofity they had foon 
occafion to repent for four years after, the Romans being 
engaged in a war with the GotWin Gaul, Genferic feizing 
: that opportunity, furprifed the city of Carthage on the 

' twenty-third of 0<fl;ober ; by the taking of which place, the 

Vandals remainAl mafters of the ProconfuIarisjfe.oL Byza- 
cene, Gsetulia, and part of Numidia *. However, Valen- 
tinian maintained, as long as he lived, the^ther provinces 
of Africa, though reduced to a mofl deplorable condition. 
Thefe were the two Mauritanias, called CsefarienGs and 
Sitifenfis, with Tripolitana, Tingitana, and that part of 
Numidia in whicb Cirtha flood. Thus Carthage fell under 
the power of the Vandals, after it bad belonged to the Ro- 
maics for the fpacciof five hundred and eighty-five yeai s ^ 
When intelligence of the taking of Carthage by the Van- 
dals was brought to Rome, Valentinian, apprehenfive that 
they would foon make fome attempt upon Italy itfelf, order- 
ed the walls, 'towers, and ga‘tes of all the cities on the coaft 
to be repaired* The governor of Rome was ftriiflly enjoin- 
ed to put that city in a (late of defence againft any fudden 
attack, and empowered to oblige all the inhabitants, with- 
out diftinclion, to afBfl in the work. Levies were made, 
and guards placed 6n the walls, and at the gates. In the 
year 440 the Roman people received intelligence of Genfe- 
ric’s having failed from Carthage with a powerful fleet; but 
were dill unacquainted with his defign. In confequence of 
this information, Valentinian publifhed a law, granting to 
^all ranks of people the liberty of taking a^ms, to defend 
themfelves againft the common enemy. By the fame law 
he grants whatever they fiiall take from the Vandals, and 
exhorts th^p^to a£l on tfeis occafion with the courage of 
trJi|>i^.tnai^‘ And with that, moderation and juftice that 
men. of. honour. He adds, that an army, deftined 
by .Xhcodofius for the defence of Italy, was in full march ; 
Aetius would foon arrive from Gauli at the h^ad of 

•i^ron* Alex. p. 730. Vi6 l* v. p. 5, ^ Profp, 
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another army. Several bodies of troops were placed, at 
proper diftances, airing the coaft, under the condu£t of Si- 
gifvult, a Goih ; and the people ordered to be in readinefs 
to take arms upon the firft alarm. Notwiibftanding all fferm* 
thefe precautions^ Genferlc, in the month of June, made a 
^efeent upon Sltily : meeting with little rehftance, he ra- 
Imaged the open country, and even bcGeged Palermo ; but 
not being able to reduce the place, returned to Africa 
with an immenfe bootyJi 

Genferlc being now become formidable td both empires, 
Theodofius refolved to afiifl Val<yitinian, his coufin and fon- 
in law, againft fo powerful an enemy. Accordingly, befit- 
ted out a fleet confiding of eleven hundred large fhips ; and, 
embarking the flower of Iiis army under th^ conduftof Ar- 
covind*;, %\nrilus, and Germanus, he ordered them toland^ 
in Africa, that they might join the Weflern forces, and 
drive Genferic out of the countries he had nfurped : but 
Genfericpretending,in the mean time, to be defirous of con- 
cluding a peace with both empires, the Homan generals 
waited on the coaft of Sicily the refuit ofitbe negotiations, 
till the feafon proper for a<Stion was elapfed. In the follow'- 
ing year, the Hunns breaking into Thrace and Illyricum, 
TheoSofius was obliged to recall his fofees, and Valenti- 
nian to conclude a peace with Geijferic, which he could f^alenttnUu^, 
not obtain, but by furrendering all the countries in Africa yields tv H 
which he had feized Sonrys years after Eudoxia, the i 

, widow of Valentinian III. being forced, by the ufurper 
Maximus, who had murdered her hufband, to marry him, J 

in order to revenge this affront, dlfpatched a faithful mef- ' 

fenger to Genferic, conjuring him to revenge the death of 
his friend and ally Valentinian, and refeue her out of the 
arms of a tyrant, who had embrued his h inds in the blood 
of her huftjand < As the emprefs affured him, that he 
would meet with little refiftance in Italy, and at the fame 
timepromifed to allift him to the utmoft of her power, he 
embraced, with, great joy, fo favourable an opportunity of 
enriching himfeif with the fpoilsof fuch a wealthy country; Yr. of Fl> 
and, putting to fea without delay, fteefed his courfe im- 
•mediately to Rome, which he took and plundered, as we 
have related at large in a fotoer Volume, ^^ongft other 
perfons of great diftin^ion, Genferic carried with him over takts''u^^ 
into Africa the emprefs Eudoxia, her two daughters Pla* fhndpr$} 
cidia and Eudocia, and Gaudentius the fon. Aetius* 

Marcisn, who fucceeded Maximus, dij^tebed am^lbidors 

** Cbron. Alejt. p. 710.,: Profp. Cbron. f! lib. if. 
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to Gel^ric, ea^neftiy entreating him to fuiTer the emprefs,- 
two ^rincefles her daughters, ♦o return to Home ; 
bet Ijfe lending a deaf ear to his entreaties, kept them till 
462, when he fent backEudoxia, with herfecond 
dailghter Placidia, to Leo, the fiiGceflbr of Marcian ; but 
, detained Eudocia, and married her to Huntieric, his eldelb> 
Ion, who had by her Hildcric, afterwards king of the Van- 
dals in Africa 

^ Gcnferic, upon his return Afdxa, fubdued the coun- 
ties that were 'itlll in tlie hands of the Romans. Avitus, 
who had fucceeded Valcntinian ].IL difpatchcd ambafl'adors 
to him, reminding Jiim of the treaty be had concluded with 
the empire, and threatening, if he did not obferve the ar- 
ticles of that coi^vcntion, to make war upon hini, not oiily 
^ith his own forces, but with thofe like wife of* hi^> allies, 
meaning the Vifigoths, that were ready to embark, and pafs 
over intd/ Africa. Accordingly, he fent a numerous fleet to 
Sicily, under the condiidk of Ricimer, with orders to keep 
themfclvcs in readinefs for fea upon the firfl notice ^ : but 
Genferic, without the leaft regard to the emperor’s remon- 
ftrances or threats, failed from Carthage with a fleet of flxty 
fhips, havingon board a great number of land-forces, and 
{haped his courfe ^towards Corfica, it being yet a Iccret, 
whether he defigned tocmake a defeent upon Italy or Gaul, 
Rut Ricimer no iboner her»rd he had put to fca, than he too 
wdghed anc^r ; and furprifing him near Corfica, defeated 
him entirely *. 

Howevet, he returned foon after with a more numerous 
fleet 5 and making a defeent on the coaft of Italy, carried 
Ai.caafl of unmoleftcd an immenfe booty, and a great number of 
captives. Marcian, emperor of the Eafl, pitying the con- 
dition to which Eudoxia and her two daughters were re- 
duced, difpatched ambaffadors to him, earneftly entreating 
him to fend back the three princefTes, and to forbear ra- 
vaging the lands of the empire, purfuant to the treaties he 
bad concluded with the emperor of the Weft. Genferic 
heard the ambaflTadors, but difmifled them without any an- 
fwer. Upon thei^ return Marcian, imagining that an Arian 
might fpeak with more liberty to a prince of that perfua- 
fiemj wrote s»: jet ter. to hirn with his own hand, and charged 
Bleda, a biftop of that deliver it. Bleda, finding 

he could obtain nothing by prayers and entrearies, boldly 
4^stred,thdt he ought not to fuflerhimfelf to be fo blinded 
:lif hitherto attended him, as not to re- 



^ ^ « Pl^qco|>, Valid, iih. ii. cap. 9, p.^ *55. Theoph. p. 
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fle£l on the danger to which he expofed iJmfclf, by pro** 
voking fuch a warlikq^prince as Marcian. Crenferic lifterjcd 
with "patience *, but reiuied to comply with either of the 
emperor’s requells 

Avitus, emperor of the Weft, who had fucceeded Valen- 
^nian IIL being depofed after a fhort reign, Majorianug 
was chofen in his room. In the beginning of that prince’s 
reign, the Vandals made a defeent on the coaft of Campa- 
nia ; but the Romans a|tacTvIifg them whS le they were plun- ^ 

clering the country, put great numbcis to th^fword, ameng 
whom was the brother-in-(^w oi Genferic, and obliged the 
reil to abandon their booty, and take refpge on board their 
fleet Majorianus, not fatisficd with this trifling advan- Majorla^,^^ 
tag^, refolved to pafs over into Africa, a nt^ attempt the le- 
covery <lf Riofe wealthy provinces. With this view he af- 
femblcd a fleet, confifting of three hundred veflels, hired a 
great number of troops of the Barbarians, who •lived in , . 0*1 

amity with the empire, and made other necelTary prepara- 
tions for fo arduous an undertaking; the Gauls, though 
greatly exKaufted by heavy Impofts, contnibuting with joy 
towards the expence of the expedition. Four years were 
employed in making the necelTary preparations for driving 
the V^indals out of Africa. At length, *in the year 4 f>o, Yr. of Fb’ 
Majorianus leaving Arles, where he*tben refided, began his t 8 o 8 . 
march towards Spain, which he entered in the month of A. D. 

May, w'ith a defign to crofs ovejr from thence into Africa =. 

The Romans did not in the leaft doubt of fuccefs, having 
A^ajorianus for their leader; and the Vandals, dreading the 
iilue of a war under the conduct of fo renowned a com- 
mander, did every thing in their power to avoid it. Gen- 
feric fent ambalTadors with propofals for concluding a peace 
with the empire, which he promifed to obferve with the ut- 
moft fidelity ; but thefe being rejeded by the emperor, he 
ravaged all Mauritania, and even poifoned the waters, be- 
ifjg informed, that Majorianus deligned to land there, and 
thence march to Carthage. 

In the mean time, the Roman fleet being afiembled in His fieei 
the bay of Alicant, and Majorianus rcldy to embark, a furprif^- 
fquadron of Genferic’s beft (hips fuddcnly appeared, and 
falling upon the Roman veflels* at anchor, funk a great 
number of them, difabled others, and returned with fome 
in trii^mph to Africa. This misfortune, which, we arc 
told, was owing to the treachery of fome officers on board 
the Roman fleet, difconcerted all the emperor’s meafurcs, 

a Evagr. lib. ii. cap. j, p. 49?. ^ Sid. Car. V. p# 23 I/ 3^4* 

* Marc. Idat. Chjon. Frif'c, p 42 . 

and* 



ijijlory of ihe^MJds\ 

•lid iMt a ftofc td the enterprise. However; Majorlatiul 
p6rfii^y|^ in his refolution of inva^^ing* Africa, ordered the 
repaired, and in the' mean time returned to 
Arlc 4 kiw-Fafs the winter. Genferic, finding the late mifi 
fortune had not diverted Majorianus from his former refo- 
Itition, and dreading the arms and v^our of fo great a gor 
tieral, oifbffid new propofals, which he at length accepted**. 
Thus a peace was concluded between Majorianus and Gen- 
feric ; but the articles of the treaty have not been tranf- 
mkted to us. ^'Whatever they were, Genferic did not long 
obferve them ; for he wasciio fqpner informed of the death 
of Majorianus, w|;iich happened the following year 461, 
than he fent a powerful fleet to pillage the coalls of Sicily 
and and ^ven made himfelf maiter of Sardinia * 

. The inhabitants of Italy, being informed tlAtt Genferic 
was making great preparations to renew his ravages on 
their coafts, had recourfe to Leo, emperor of the Ealt, Se* 
verus, whom Ricimer had raifed to the empire of the Weft, 
being entirely unqualified for that high Itation, and alto- 
gether incapabloiof protedling them againft fo powerful an 
enemy as Genferic. Thcy-earncftly entreated Leo either 
to fupply them with fhips of war, or to mediate for them 
kind of accommodation with the king of th^Van- 
djds. Leo declined fending them any fupplies, which, he 
laid, would be an open breach of the treaties fubfifting be- 
tween Genferic and the CJnperors of the Eaft 5 but fent 
titnb^fiadors into Africa, with propofals for a peace with 
the Weftern empire, earneftly prefting Genferic at the fame 
time to deliver Eudoxia, and her daughter Placidia. Gen- 
fcfk anfwercd, that he would hearken to no terms till the 
efiefls of Valcntinian were reftored, which be claimed as 
the portion of Eudocia, that prince’s eldeft daughter, whom 
his fon Hunneri had married. However, be Tent back to 
IjCo the two princeflTcs, declaring, that he Was willing to 
Ike in peace with ihc emperor of the Eaft 5 but under the 
above mentioned pretences he never failed, for fome years, 
to make defeents early in the fpring on the coafts of Sicily 
and Italy, pillagifig tne country ; hut always avoiding to 
engage Romans, and retiring as foon as their forces ap-a^ 
peared^. Qlyhrius haviag foon after married Placidia, 
Oenfdrk took from thence a new pretence to rava^ Italy 
Wili; more cruelty than over, declaring, that be wot^ wage 
dttiiiW.erfial war with the Weftern empire, unlcfs Olybrius, 
^ his (bn, Was railed to the imperial dignity, 

. 4 Idat p. |9, 40 Sid. lib. i. cp. ii. p. z 8 . Cufp.jp. sjt- ® Pro- 
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The inhabitants of Italy had rccourfc once wore to the em« 
pcTor Leo, who difj^atched the patrician Tatian to Gen- 
feric, injoining him to conclude a peace wieff that prince 
upon any terms ; but Genferic would liften to^g^e. In 
the mean time the emperoV Severus dying, the Romans Tent 
deputies to Conftantinople, entreating Leo to fend Anthe- 
mius into Italy, whom they defigned to choofe emperor. 
Anthemius was a native of Conftantinople, defeended of an 
ancient and illuftrious f|imily*had manned the daughter of 
the late emperor Marcian, and was at thaf time count of 
the Eaft. Leo immediately coipplied with the requeft of 
the Romans ; fo that Anthemius, arriving in Italy, was 
with one voice chofen emperor, notwitfiltunding the great 
intCreft made by Genferic in favour of ^lybrius, Gen- 
feric, liiglWy provoked againft Leo for contributing to the 
promotion of Anthemius, fent a powerful fleet, which ra- anilih^ 
vaged Pcloponnefus and the Greek iflands ; froni«whencc •wift 
they carried off a great number of captives Leo was no ponnefm^ 
fooner informed of thefe devaftations than he difpatched ^ 

Philarchus'to acquaint Genferic, that, if he did not forbear . 

fuch a6ts of hoftility, he ftiould be obliged to declare war , ' 

againft him, and repel force with force. But Genferic, 
defpilSng his menaces, anfwered, that, if Aeo thought proper 
to make war upon him, he fhould nm find him unprepared ; 
and foon after, to bid him, in a manner, defiance, he fcnt 
his fleet to ravage the coafts of.Greecc and the other mari- 
time provinces of the Eaftern empire. A report was fpread 
in Conftantinople, that his fleet had appeared before the 
city of Alexandria, which greatly alarmed the emperor and 
the whole court. But we are told, that the famous ancho- 
ret Daniel Styiita, to whom the emperor had recourfe, re- 
moved their fears, by affuring them, that the defign of the 
Barbarians would prove abortive ; and that they would 
foon return to Africa, without being able to make them- 
felves m afters of Alexandria, or any other place. It hap- 
pened as he had foretold ; for the Barbarians, after feveral 
unfuccefsful attempts on Alexandria, and fome other places, 
returned home, without either captives dt booty 

Leo refoiving, at all events, to revenge the affront offered Yr. 
by Genferic to the eafteni empir^, made great preparations 
for carrying the war into Africa. Procopius writes, that ' 1 ^ 
on this occafion he expended a hundred and thirty thoufand 
pounds weight of gold. Candidas, as quoted by greea f^ 

delates, that the prefedls contributed focty-feven thou&nd ptorsmam 

Citron. Alex.p 4^78. Procop. Bcll.Vand. lib. Leap. 6. p. 191. 
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towards defiaying the charged df thfa 
feventeen thouj^and of gold, and fe- 
:nd of filver, out of lus privy purfe 5 the 
_ from the falc of confifcated eftates, was em* 
guying up provifions, jfurchafing fhips, and hiring 
^ ps ; and Anthemius, emi^eror of the Weft, aftifted 
;0 to the. uimpft ^f his power feoth with men and money *. 
this enterprize were employed the choiccft troops of 
tbth empires j foitnot only Antbej|piius fcnt very conlider- 
'ahie fupplies both of men and {hips^, but likewife Marcel- 
linhs, who had ellabiilhcd^a new fovereignty in Dalmatia : 
that prince commanded in perfon, not only, his own troops, 
but thofe likewife thac were feiU by Anthemius emperor of 
the Weft. . • . 

Tjhciame of^hefe warlike preparations ftruck^tk,* whole 
WOldfctiys Coniiantiric Maiiafies/, with terror and amaze- 
rnent : nothing, continues he, feerned capable of refilling fo 
numerous pn army, and fo powerful a llect, except gold, 
which no power can oppofe : but as the linie appointed by 
Providence for i^uniiinng the Vandals was net u’t arrived, 
heaven fulFercd Leo to commit the whole management of 
all this war .to Bafilircus, brother to his wife V erina. liafilifcns 
•hpd giiined great c^dvanlages over the Barbarians in Tlirace, 
had commanded as general of that province ; fo 
refpecl: to his military capacity, he feemed fuf- 
, . .fi^cnuy qdajtned forj.fo ^ command, the more as he 

wilder hrm John, a perlon of extraordinary courage and 
fl^rience : but,,q4i the other hand, Bafilifcus was adituatod 
'^ tsyp very dangi^ous paflions, namely, avarice and ambi- 
j^on- The latter urged him eventoafpire tqthe fovereignty, 
which he hoped to attaiil by means of Afpar, whogovern- 
under Leo with ajmoft ablblute power 5.. but aSf be pro- 
{effed the dodlrine of Arius, he was'himfel^, pn ^epunt 
.of his religion, excluded from the imperial dignity. He had 
.lately. quarreled with Leo, and therefore fearing left that 
linncc, if he fubdued the Vandals, (lipuld'„by this vicflory 
be enabled to reduce his power, he de- 

ferved, for his arrogance, j be is' fup|)^Jfe4 have entered 
j|n to a private trj^ty with Balijifeus, pt'oniilang to rfife him,j 
to *hfi Tp^r^4 Genferic, for Mrioni he 

might pave Tome regard, ^3 he poffciiled - the fame 

tc^i with biriifelf *1. . . 


73 .$uid. iiiS. k Sid. Car, ii. w. 540. ^ Conft. ManaflT. 

ip.tii#cviar: p. J” Procop. liV. i. p- 193. Tlieopb. 

Thcoph. p. I oo^ Theodor. P' | 5 i* 

‘ 



the H'^ry of the ViMah: 

-The Iflatid of SiciJy ^as appointed the^ place of general 
rendezvous®. Fror^ tlWnce Marcellinus Va^ to fail for 
Sardinia, which the Vandals had lately feized*, Her^clius 
of EjdclTa, a' brave and experienced officer^ was dcfli^ed 
for Libya;; and Bafilifeus*, with the greateft part of the 
fleet, and the flower of the troops, to fleer his courfe to 
Carthage. Purfuant to this plan Marcellinus landed in Sat- Sardinia 
dinia, and reduced thatdfland ; while Heraclius, with the 
troops quartered in Egyj|t, in Thebais, arfd C^rcnaica, land- 
ing fuddenly in the province of Tripolitana, reduced 'Ixl* fromtke 
polis, and the other cities jn tlvit country. From thence f^andai^ 
he began his march by land, with a defi^n to join Bafilifcus 
at Carthage p. That commander, failing from Sicily, ar- 
rival with his fleet at cape Mercury, only fourteen leagues 
from C^itftage, foon after Genferic had received the dif- 
agreeable ndws of the lofs of Sardinia and Libya. The ar- 
rival of fo formidable a fleet, and the lofles he had^already 
fuflained, (truck him, though a man of great intrepidity, 
with fuch terror, that, believing himfelf irretrievably loft, 
he isfaid t6 have had fome thoughts of evacuating Africa, 
and retiring to fome other country ; and indeed, if Bafilif- 
cus had. marched directly to Carthage, during the panic 
whiclt had feized the Barbarians, be mTght, in all likeli- 
hood, have made himfelf mafler of that city, and put an 
end to the war, by an entire reduction of the country. 

Some authors wrire, that he hail already gained confider* 
able advantages over the fleet of Genferic Jornandes fays, 
he attacked Carthage feveral times by fea ; but either for 
want of Ikill, or becaufe he was willing to favour Genferic, 
his attacks were not fo vigorous as the Barbarians expected \ 
Genferic, recovering from his confternation, fent deputies 
to the Roman admiral, requefling a truce for five days, to 
fettle thcvConditions on which he was to fubmit to Leo*. 
Genferic folicited this truce, hoping a favourable wind 
might fpring up during that time for engaging the Ronaan 
fleet ; for his men were all onboard the fhips of war, which 
were to tow other light and empty vefleis. 

The wind proving as favourable as. Jhe Vandals could Tht Ro* 
•wifh, before the truce was expired, they weighed anchor, 
and drawing near to the Roman ffeet, fet fire to the empty 
(hips, which, being driven among the reft, threw their whole 
navy into the utmoft confufion. While the Romans were* 
in the utmoft diforder, and employed either in keeping off 
the fiire*fhips, or extinguifhing the flames on boafd their 

o Phot. cap. p. 1041. p Procop. p. 191. Candid. 
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iSie Vta®*, falling upon th»5m, overwHelmed tlrtnt 
m darts, took fcrcilal of their (hips, funk 
others, and difperfcd the whole “fleet. Several Ilonians* 
difl;jngtti(hed themfelves on this oGcttflon in a moil eminent 
manner ; but above all John, who finding himferf furround- 
ed by the enemy, attacked one fliip after another, and killed 
a gfeat number of men j but not being able to prevent their 
boarding him,, when he found he wa/t overpowered, he threw 
himfelf, armed as he was, on a plafik, into the fca. Gen- 
fonj the fon of Genferic, admiring his courage and gallant 
behaviour, begged he wo*iW not abandon himfelf to de- 
Ipair, offering hirn at the fame time life and liberty j but 
the brave commander anfwering, John (hall never fall 
into the hands of facK dogs,” quitted his plank and Was- 
drowned. Heraclius, who was in full march fro^-ii Lybia 
10 Carthage, upon the news of the ill fucccfs of BafilifcuSy 
though advifeable to retreat into the territories of the 
empire^ Marcelfinus returned to Sicily, where he was 
aflaflinated by an officer who commanded under him, not 
without- the privity, as was fuppofed, of Anthemius, to 
whom his power gave great umbrage K Bafilifiaus returned 
to Sicily with the few (hips that had efcaped, and front 
tbtmce to Confkan^inople, where, upon his arrival, hJi took 
refuge in the church of St. Soj^ia*, but though his trea- 
chery was publicly known, his litc was fpared, and himfelf 
allowed to retire to Heraclca in Thrace, the emprefs Ve- 
fina, hi« fitter, having employed the great intercfl flie had 
with the erAperor in his behalf 5 but Afpar, who had pro- 
mi fed him the fove reign ty as the reward of his treachery, 
was fo far from being able to perform his promife,. that he 
could not fave bis own life, being, by Leon's orders, put to 
death foon after. Such was the ifiuc of this unhappy expe- 
dition, which is faid to have drained both empires of their 
health, and to have coft them the lives of above fifty thou- 
sand men 


. Gcnferk, finding the Romans quite difpirited by the 
{ofTes they had fuftained, icfolved not to let flip fo favour- 
Ctnfirie opportunely of extending his conquefts. Accord- 

redstcis without lofs of time, he pat to fea, and landing 

San Jjardinia, recovered that illancl. Thence he failed to Sicily, 
which he like wife reduced^ as he did, the three following 
^years all the iflancls, between Italy and Africa, thcRomans 
not being in a condition to reftrain his conquetts, and 
#embU)|g at the very name of Genferic From thefe 
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Jilands he yearly fent A^ts to ravage the c<»fts of Italy, of 
Peloponncfus, and tie ®reek ifiands, equally ckipifing both 
emperors, and bidding defiance to their power. 

At length he concludec^ a peace with Odoaccr, king# of 
Italy, to whom he ceded the ifland of viicily, but upon con- 
dition he fliould pay him a yearly tribute, as a.fecurity for 
which he kept the ftrong caftle of Lilybx'um. In the pre- 
ceding year he had coiieluded a peace with the emperor 
Zeno, the fuccelTor of peo, who, renouncmg all claim to 
the provinces of Africa, yielded them for ever to Genicric 
and hih defeendents. The ^erfor:^ employed by Zeno on this 
occafion was Severus, a fenator of an* unblemifbed cha- 
racier, and greatly efLcemeJ on at count of his dihntcreft- 
edifefs, candour, and i;-tci;rity. lie was rtceived by Gen- 
feric poffibie marks of honour and efteem ; that 

prince, who v/cs advanced in years, being d^rous to ter- 
minate the \v:tr hy a Infling peace, that^is fon rfunneric 
might quietly enjoy the kingdom he had founded. After 
the conclufion of the peace Genferic, admiring the frugal 
life and moclefly of the Roman, fent him a tonfiderable fum 
of money, and very rich prefents : which he refufed, fay- 
ing, that the only prcfeiit worthy the accejitance of a Roman 
ainbafiador would be the delivery of his countrymen \’^ho 
w’cre held in captivity. Genferic wai^fo plcafed with this an^ 
fwer, that he immediately fent for Severus, and told him, 
that all the Roman captives who^ had fallen to his fhare, and 
to the fhare of his children, were free, and at his difpofal. 
He gave him, at the fame time, liberty to ranfom fuch as 
had been divided among the foldiers and oflicers of his army. 
Severus, having obtained without ranfom the liberty of alL 
the Roman captives belonging to the king and the royal 
family, publicly fold by audion all his plate and furniture, 
and, with the money accruing from the fale, redeemed 
many others*. Severus prevailed likewife on Genferic to 
fuffer the church of the catholics at Carthage to be opened, 
and recall the ccclefiaftics belonging to it, #hom he had 
banifhed fomc time before Genferic died foon after ; 
but the peace w^s religioufly obferved by^is fucceflbrs till 
•the reign of Juftinian, who, efpoufingthe caufe of Hilderic 
againft his brother Gilimer, who had ufurped the crown, 
drove the Vandals out of Africa, and reunited thofc pro* 
vinces to the empire. 

.'f ' ^ 

* Male, p, 87. Procop* Bell. Vaud* lib. i. cap. 7. p. 195. ^ Vift-. 
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S E C T. 

Tiv Ancient State of the Suevei, till their Settlement in 
Spain. 

tXimime, Suevca were, in Crefar's time, the greateft and 

ff4th ^ mod warlike jnation of, all Germany^. Tacitus dl- 

&c. of vidf s them int5> feveral tribes or nafions, known b\ difFerent 
^e^^tuves. names, comprehending, under the common appellation of 
‘ Sueves, the Longbbardi, tlfe Seifinones, the Rlieudingi, the 

\viones, the Angli*. Ptolemy mentions only three na- 
ions of the Sueves ; namely, the Suevi Longobardi, ^thc 
>uevi Samnone#, and the Suevi Angiii, whom '^acitus and 
irher wrher^ call Angli. Some writers mahitalh, that 
:he Vidals Sueves were the fame people, called 
Vandals from il* word •Duandrende^ and Sueves from the 
word Jchwacbcndcy both which fignify vjandcrers. In the 
lime of the emperor Nero they dwelt between the Rhine 
and the Elbe. In the time of Tacitus the hiftorian they 
were feated between the Elbe and the Vidula or Weifler ; 
for there they are^placed by that writer. From theiji the 
Suevus, now the Oder, took its name \ and the Baltic was 
called the Suevian Sea. Solinus is of opinion, that they 
were called Suevi from Mount Suevio, parting Geimany 
from Sarmatia. As to the'Jr origin, nothing has been al- 
leged by authors but what is very uncertain, and not to be 
depended upon *, fome deriving their origin from Scan- 
dinavia, foine from Sarmatia, fome from Hungary, and 
Others endeavouring, with arguments, drawn from monu- 
ments of antiquity, to. convince us that they were originally a 
German nation Some writers aflert that they came from: 
Scandinavia, and fettled on the banks of the Albisor Elbe ; 
that they were fubdu'ed by the Saxons, and blended under 
tiheir name, as^ere all the other nations conquered by that 
people, fi-ov^lgvcrjthe Sueves retained at the fame time their 
©wn name j and^hence the Angli, who were a Suevian 
iiation, are fomenmea called Saxoncs Angli, and fometimea 
Suevi An|;U. The Socups were a warlike nation, and as® 
fuch are commended both by Ctefar and Tacitus. The 
Sueves had kings of their own, and feem to have agreed in 
culloms and manners with the other German nations. But 
W know very little of their affairs till the Romans became 

% Caefar. Bell* Gall. Fib* t. a. Tacit, de Mor. Ger. 3^. 

Rudbcck. Atlant. part. i. cap. *4. Grot, in Proleg. Praetor.. 

Oath. lib. iil. cap. i. Faltonujn in Hift. Polon. cap. 7. 
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•acqualtTted with them, Tihich happened in the year of Rome 
742, the twenty- fe^ni of Auguftus’s reigrv and about 
right years before the bVth of our Saviour, when Drufus, 
the fon of Livia, and brotijer to Tiberius', pafTing the Rhine, 
entered Germany, and in three campaigns reduced all the 
Tiations between that rivet and the Elbe 


But that young prince dying on his return to Rome, the 
nations he had fubduei^ threw off the yoke ; a revolt which 
obliged AuguRus to i'eild Tiberius againfl them, who over- 
lan great part of Germany, and forced the BarbarianS to 
fue for peace; but the en>peroi* would not even hear the 
ambaffadors, becaufe the Sicambrians, OMe of the moft war- 
like nations among them, had not fent their deputies with 
thofe q^he other Barbarians, 'fhe war wts therefore c<5n- T'he 
tinuedj^^ffld the Sicambrians fubmitted to fuch conditions as 
AuguRus thought fit to impofe ; as did likewife the Sucve»,y-^^^^!J^^^ 
the allies and confederates of the Sicambrilins. Tht Sicam- Tibfrius* 
brians and Sueves having thus fubmitted, Tiberius, pur- „ 
fuant to tt\e inftrutSfions he had received from AuguRus, themtranf- 
obliged forty thoufand of them to pafs the*Rhine, and fettle planud 
in Gaul. Suetonius tells us, that lands were allotted them inteGjHii* 
on tl^p banks of that river; but Suetonius, fays Bocherius, 
was in that particular perhaps miftaken, it being probafble, 
that they were placed at a confider^able diftance from the 
Rhine, to prevent their paffing that river, and joining the 
other German nations ; that nuthor even endeavours to 
prove from fcveral ancient monuments, which are ftill ex- 
tant, that the country about Courtray was anciently inha- 
bited by the Sueves ®. 

In the reign of Tiberius, the Sueves depofed Maro- Yr, of[Fh 
bodes their king, and chofe Catualdes in his room ; who, 
at the inRigation of Tiberius, had excited the Sueves 
againft him. Marobodes took refuge in the Roman 
dominions, and was allowed by Tiberius to fettle at Ra- out ^ 
venna, where he paffed the laft eighteen years of his life. -Wtf- 
Catualdes himfeif was foon after driven from the throne, 
and obliged to take refuge in the city of Frejus. As 
both princes came attended by great nifmbers of Sueves, * 

their friends and adherents, vTibjsrius, apprehending ,^bey * 

might difturb the peace of the empire, allotted them lands fenti 
beyond the Danube, and appointed aQuadian, named Van- yondthu ' 
nius, to reign over them. Vanntus governed them for the Danitki*: 
fpace of thirty years, that is, to the year 50, of the Chrit* 
tian asra, the tenth of the emperor Cbndius, whpn, having 


^ Tacit. Annal. ii. cap. 4r« p* 53» 
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oteoxious to the nation, oif? account of his haughty 
l^nd impeiio^S A>ndu£^:, he was by pcw> wii^h »tlie afliftance 
of their no%hbours the HermundiSrians and Lygians, de-r 
|Kdfd andbaniftied^ Claudius refufed to affift him j but 
nevertbelefs allowed him to retire into Pannonia, and even 
gave bim and bis followers lands in that province* Vangio> 
and Sido., nephews to Vannius by his filler, but his declar- 
ed enemies, divided his dominions between them, and con- 
tinued ever faithfuf to the Rofhans.jjSido and Italicus, who 
hSid'’fucceeded Vangio, joined Vefpafian with all their forces 
againft Vitellius, and on lhat Qccafion commanded their 
troops in perfon. Jn the year 83, a colony of Sueves was 
fettled in Frifia ; for Tacitus, in the life of Agricola, fays, 
that fome Germans in the Roman fervice, quartered in liri- 
tain, having killed their officers, and made thlifVjfcape, 
were driven affiore on the coafl of Germany, and taken and 
fold for Caves by^lie Sueves and Frifians, who believed thern 
pirates s. How, or on what occalion, the Sueves came to 
^r. of FI. fettle there, we are not informed. In the year 85, the 
Sueves, and theb allies the Lygians, being greatly harafled 
by the Neighbouring nations, fent deputies to Domitian, 
carneftly intreatinc him to affift them in their diftrefs.^^Do- 
mitian difmifted tffe ambalTadors with a favourable anVwcr, 
but fent them only one hundred horfemen; an affront which 
fo provoked the Sueves, that, joining the lazyges, a Sar- 
matic nationi^twqri^folved f to pafs the Danube, and, by 
pjliaging tbejiiiip^an territories, revenge the infult offered 
to them by.ithil&^mperor. What happened after this junc- 
tion our hiftorian has not thought fit to tell us : but Taci- 
tus, in one Al^r^rites, that the Sarmatians and Suevians 
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tofc in arms'iif^nft the empire; and in another, that, foon 
after Agriei^ returned to Rome, the Roman armies were 
defeated in. Pannonia* We find no farther mention of the 
Sueves till the year 168, when, joinititg the Marcomans, and 
other'German nations, they defolated feveral provinces, de- 
feated groat armies, and threatened the empire with total 
4 e(iru^ion. But of this war, which is compared by the 
ancients to the Pifiiic and Cimbrian wars, we have fpoken 
^ large in the Roman biftory> 

.The firft.ycar pf Claudiuses reign, the Sueves, entering 
into an alliance with other German nations, broke into 
Italy, and advanced as fawad the Bcnacus, now Lago di 
Carda, in the neigfebouyfcp#! of Verona; but were utterly 
^feated by the moft of them cut in pieces \ 

f Tacit* Ann. ii. di, 63. p, 6r, ti. ^ Idem, Vit. Agric. 

it p, 1+7. cap* ^1. p. fit. !» Aur Vit. p* 213. A Golti* 



In the twcnty-firft jreal of Gdnftaatks^s reign, the Suet^ 
broke into Rhzetiaf tlA C^adiaris into Vale^fia, and the 
Sarmatians into Lower Tann6nia and Upper Modi a ; invft- 
fionvS which obliged the f;mperor, who was then at R<ime, 
to quit that metropolis, and march againft ^them. But as 
♦he returned fooii after to Italy, and no mention is made of 
any engag^cnt, we may conclude, that at his approach 
the Barbarians withd.^pw, and retired to their relpedivc 
countries’*. 

In the year 406, they entered Gaul with the Alans* and 
Vandals, and from thence pa^ed into Spain, as we have 
already related. They continued ravaging that country till 
the year 411, w''hen, the 'Romans being entirely expelled, 
they madj^ peace with the natives, and difided the Spanifh 
provitrfesT by lot, among them. In thU divHion, Galicia 
fell to the Vandals and Sueves", but the iiihabi^ants of that 
province, refufing to fubmit to the Barbarilns, tinited in 
defence of their liberties, and formed a feparate date in a 
corner of their ancient country, where they were often 
attacked by the Sueves, under the conflud of Emetic or 
Ermeric, their king. But t^at prince, being feized with a 
ling^ing didemper, fufFerea them to lije in peace during 
the feven laft years of bis reign • 

About three years after the Sue^, Vandals, and Alanj?, 
had divided the SpaniOi provinces among them, Ataulphus 
Ling of the Vifigotbs, quitting Gaul, fettled m Catalonia^ 
where he w^as murdered, as was likew-ife hi^ {ucceflor Sige- 
fie, after a Ihort reign of feven days : but ^Mia, who fuc- 
ceeded vSigeric, having concluded a peitec with the Romans, 
attacked the Sueves, V aiadak, and 'Alans S|^ 4 in, gained 
feveral advantages over them, and numbers of 

the Alans, that the few who efcape^'%te 
were obliged 10 fubmit to Gondertc of the Vandala. 
The Sueves likewiie fuftained greA'IoiTcs rbts war; but 
neverthelefs maintained, againft the utmoft ^RSirts of the 
Goths, that part of Galicia which, in the dlii^bo of the 
provinces, had fallen to their ftiarc. The Goths 
foon after to Gaul, where Conftans had bellowed on them 
Aquitania Secunda, difptttes ajofe among the Vandals 
and Sueves ; for, the very year after the departure of the 
Goths, we fin-d the Sueves, with their king Emeric, 
fhut up by Gonderic, king of the Vandals, among the 
mountains of Bifcay; but Aftcfkl#,'*d!)«nt of Spain, and 
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Tie HijUry ef theMueves* 

vicar to tiie prstfc&m pr»torio, falling un- 
espc^^ly tipbn^ the Vandals, ebliwodc.tliem to leave, the 
SiW^ve#, retire out of Galicia into Baetica*. Upon their 
thj? ^ueyes reduced that part of Galicia which had 
bj^ podefled by them. In the year 430, a body of Sueves 
titt^mpted tp crofs the Rhine, with a defign to enter Gaulf 
^nd from thence pafs into Spain, and join their <ebuntrymen 
fettled in Galicia ; but Aetius, who was then in Gaul, 
attacking them, cul great nuniber| in pieces, and obliged 
the reft to retufn to their own country, between the Elbe 
and Weiffeh Of this vi£lttry Jornandes fpeahs without all 
doubt, w^re he te^ls us, that Aetius overcame the Sueves, 
made a dreadful havock of that nation, and made them 
fubjeft to . the empire®. At the fame time he defeated, 
with great iiaugbter, the Juthongians, whofe cou1?h’y bor- 
dered on Rhs^ia, and the Norici, who were fubjedis of the 
empire, ^ut bad revolted, and joined the Sueves and Ju- 
thbngians. 

Jn .Spain the Siicves made their utmoft efforts to reduce 
the inhabitapts of Galicia; but that brave people ftill mainr 
tained tbemfelves free, defending their fortrefies, againft 
. the. repeated attacks of the Barbarians, with fuch refolij^tion, 
tbafrEmeric concluded a peace with them, that his people, 
who began to be greatly diftreffed for want of corn, might 
^pply themfelves to agriculture. This peace, however, was 
of fliort dUEa|0pi]| for, in the following year, the Sueves, 
began hollili^l^ and breaking into the territories of 

the natives^ dreadful ravages. In this diftrefs, 

the unhappy difpatched Idatius the chronologer, 

their Ustpl, to acquaint Aetius with the de- 
plorable were reduced ; and to in- 

m^t him am^>^ny trpops as he could fpare to their 

allftapQC.. ^ was then at war with the Franks, 

aford them the Jeaft afliftance, fent count Cenfo- 
rius into Sp^n, with the charaQer of ambaffador to Eme- 
rif, boptt^|(^induce him, by gentle methods, to conclude a 
the Vatives. Emeric received the Roman am-» 
l^^dpr with the ^eateft m^rks of honour, and^ at his re- 
qi^ft, to treat with the Galicians *, but the treaty was 
brokep and hoftiiitie# renewed, which continued 
^ the year 437, when Cenforiug was fent again tp the 
c^iirt with Ffetimund, to negotiate an accom- 

jnodatmn.bety^ec^ 1^ apd the Galicians; which 
^y efteded in chc^^en^i Altaic being feized with a linger* 


* Greg. Til r. Hift/Psanc. Ub. ib cap. 9 . p. 63 , 
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iflg diftemper, and the^by rendered iricamble of bearlnir 
the toils of war ^ * 


A peace being thus* concluded, Emeric refigned the 
crown to his fon Rechila,^fter he had reigaed twenty-eight 
years. He lived four years after his refigniition, in retire- 
jnent, without ever concerning himfelf with public affairs. 

Rechila (ignalized the beginning of his reign, with a vidlory 
gained in Baetica over ^ndev^otus, whofe rich treafure he 
pillaged ; but who this Kndevotus was, we ^re not inform- 
ed. In the year 439, Rechila, entering Lufitania, made 
himfelf mafter of Merida, ^he cs^ital of that province ^ and 
• purfuing his conquefts, reduced, in th» courfe of the' two Yr. of FI. 
following years, the city of Seville, and the two provinces *789. 
of Tisstic^nd Cartagena. In confequenc^ of thjsjfe hoftili- 

ties, tlmTTomans, who had again taken poflefliod of B^tica, 

upon the departure of the Vandals, difpatched into Spain 
Altierus, to drive them out of the provinces they had feized. MfmaBtr 
Aftierus fell upon the Bagauda*, who had lately fetUed in offe^trml 
the province of Tarraco, and, cutting moft of them in 
pieces, recovered that country ° ; but We*do not find that 
he attempted any thing againil the Sueves. Not long after, 

Vitu|, who commanded a confiderabl^ body of' Roman 
troops in Spain, with the title of niagifter militi®, entering 
the provinces of Bastica and Carth^igcna, committed great 
ravages; but a body of Goths, who came to his affiftance, 
being defeated by Rechila, bolh*he and his army were feized 
with fuch a panic, that, betaking thentfelve^to a ihameful 
flight, they left the Sueves at liberty to ’pillage the country 
at their pleafure, and reduce feveral ilfong places, that, 
till then, had been occupied bytheRdmans. 

In the year 44^7 Rechila died, and was fticcccded by his Yr. of FL 
fon Rechiarius, who took the royal e^%ns at Merida, not- *795. 
withftanding the oppofition he met wfth'from feme of his W* 

own nation. He profeli’ed the catholic faith but begat! " 

his reign by plundering his rieighbours lands’*"/ He 
ried the daughter of Theodoric, king of the CSEtbs in by his fon 
guedoc ; and, immediately after his mmiage, emering the RtchiarUUm 
territories of the Gafeons, who were ftilf in Bpain, ravaged 
them to a great extent. From tlysnce he went to pay a 
to his father in-law at ThcKiloufe, and, on hh return 
Spain, furprifed the city of Lerida, where bo carried oMi, 
great number of captives^ ^ He afterwards pillaged the tcr^ 
ritory of Saragofa, which beld^ged to the Romans •>. 

In the twenty-feventh year of tfec reign of Valetltinian III. 
Manfuetus, count of Spain, and count Fronto, were fent 

. ^ Ibid. p. *3. P Ibid. p. ♦e* *9% 
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by Ihe to Rechiskriiis,^^^|pTopofals for an accom. 

iUodatic^fi him an<i the mtiv^ of Spain who ftill 

UttBitrHs to the RoiftaHs. ^ Rechiarius not only re- 

^ffudisa edged the greatell marks of 

0 ^c 0 ttfiih e£eeizi, ^ concluded a peace upon the terms which the 
emi^ror h|4 enjoined them to propofe. We arc ignorant 
^ what t^lfe terms were, but they are faid, by Idatius, to 
have beca very advantageous to the empire. The peace, 
thus concluded, was rcligioully obfiived by Rechiarius till 
the\lcath of -Valoiitinian, when, taking advantage of thc\ 
general confufion occafionad by the murder of that prince, 
and iikewife of his Jucceflbr Maximus, he over-ian and pil- 
laged the province of Carthagena, with a defign to fubduc 
ail the countries' that were ftill held in Spain by the Ro- 
roaas** Avitus, who had fucceeded Maximus, cfffji’atched 
count Fronto into Spain, to remind the king of the SueveS 
TMoric ^ freaty he had concluded with Valentinian. At 
the fame time Tbeodoric, king of the Vifigoths, \yho had 
elpoufcd the intereft of Avitus, difpatched ambafladors to 
Rechiarius, bis f6n-'in4aw, earneftly intreating him not to 
countries belonging to the empire, left he too 
fliould be obliged |o treat him as an enemy, and joi^j the 
erajleror, whom he was bound to fupport. What anfwer 
Rechiarius returned to vhis remonftrance, Jornandes docs 
expiatl^g^. 1^ only tells us, that he had no fooner dif- 
miied the«(i^i^* than, breaking into the province of Tar- 
raoo, to the Romans, he laid it wafte, with- 

out the f^ardi either to treaties or juftice. Theodoric 
fent him a &Cimd^emhafly, to which he anfwered, with 
great haughtmiHr%'that, if Theodoric complained of his con- 
he was ready to give him an account of it at Thou- 
Theodonc|.$i<l«ed at this ahfwer, began to prepare 
forward and, having'ftrft c^sncluded a peace with the neigh- 
bouring nations, he out, with the Confent and approba- 
Xlm of Antmi for Spath, leading with him a very numerous 
afiny, of w people, and a body of auxiliary 

Butgimdi^ib conf^naanded % Gondiac and Hilperic, or 
fim ‘ at is ftipj^dd, of Gundicaiius, king of 
5k ^i^arinf^wat, in the mean time, ravaging 
^ . with him into 

^ a^wnwds^le bnimy, and a great number of cap- 
i but l^ing that 'theodoric w^s marching againft 
him, hcwetit totifocft hv 0 m t\k ktzd of a powerful army. 
0 ^:lk^ bainks of Uilfiifo, hw Orbegua, at a place 
tl^^t tw^vc miles from armies^ngaged with 
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great refolutlon and in»epi4ity ; bnt m. -kngtk the Sueves 
were totally defeate^^, a%d put to flight. HecJ^iaiius, who 
was dangeroufly woundJd, ‘with tSfHculty made his efcape, 
and took refuge in an obfcure corner of Thcqdo- 

ric, purfuing the enemy, entered Braga, and gave it up to 
he plundered by his foldiers From Braga be ^vanced to 
a place called Portucal, whither the fugtti?c king had. re- 
tired. Kechiarius attewipted to make his efcape, but was taktn md 
taken, and delivered uj to TTieodoric, ty whofe order he puitl^ 
was put to death, after he hiid been kept fdme time in^ri- *teaik1fp . 
fon. The Sucvcs, diihejvtened by the captivity of their 
king, fubmitted to the Goths, by whonj great numbers of 
them were put to the fvvord. Thccdoric appointed one of 
hitf offi cer^ named Aqiiiulpluis, to goverr^the Sueves who 
had fuJfflTnted j but this man revolting, caufed himfelf to 
be proclaimed king of the Sucvcs. Theodoric fent a pow- 
erful army againit him, by which he was defeated, and 
taken prifonerj and, foon after, he was beheaded. The Yr, of Fl^ 
Sueves who, rcfufiiig to fubmit to the Goths, had retired a 
to the mofl dillant corA^ of Galicia, no^fooner heard that 
Rechiarius was dead than, fcorning to live in fubjediion Ualdra 
cithe^ to the Goths or the treacherous Aquiulphus, they chofen king 
chofe Maldra, the fon of MafTilel, for tneir fovereign. ♦ inhisroom* 
Theodoric, king of the Vifigoths, after his vidlory over 
the Sueves, had marched from Galicia into Ly4tania, and» 
reducing feveral other cities, had laid fiesge tol|jerida, the 
metropolis of the province, which was forced to furrendcr* 

The king defigned at firft to give up the qity to be plun- 
dered by his foldi^rs ; but St. Eulalia, a famous martyr of 
that place, is faid to have deterred him, by fome prodigies, 
from putting his defign in execution “. Being toon after 
obliged to return to Gaul, he left behind him part of his 
troops, confifling of different nations, commanded by to- 
veral generals, with orders to march into Galicia^ and 
duce fuch of the Sueves as had not yet fubmittod to his do- 
minion ; but tbefe troops, after having committed dreadful 
ravages in the countries belonging to the Romanes, were, re- 
called by Theodoric, who had occahoft to employ theOa 
elfewhere, before they began to aQ: againft the Sueves* 

That people, having now nothing to. apprebcad from fo for-?; 
midable an enemy, uitoerwentvipfent eoipmoliious, tome, of . . ' 

them continuingTaithful to Maldra, whom they had 
cbofep, and others fetting up 4|[a?i»(l; Inm a prince piped Suiws^ • 
Frantoir. Being thus divide^ they made peace with the 
Galicians, or the nattvCi^ that province. Who ftill poffeffed 
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fortr'effe^' and maintained Weir freedom among t^ie 
mppntairia and m fome c^the fortpecf^owns. 

‘ ffo^tliftanciing the peace concluded between them and 
tHe*Sucves, thfe' pairtifans of Maldra, rufhing unexpectedly 
into liufitania, pillaged the country, and put to the fword 
a^^eat number of * the inhabitants, under pretence of maki* 
ipg war on Ae Goths. Being received into Lifbon as friends, 
they made them fel^^es mafterg^ of city. Franton dying 
foo^ after this^xpedition, the whete nation of the Sueves 
acknowlcged Maldra for their king, by whbfe orders they 
ravaged that part of Galiclh which lay on the Douro, with- 
cut the lead regard to the treaty of peace concluded the 
year before About this time Theodoric fent an. army 
intoSj^ifl againfe the Sueves, under the condiiCl^af CyriJa, 
who, entering Bsetic^, which belonged to the K^imans, 
commrttfd the fame diforders as the Sueves occafioned in 
Galicia, without offering to moled thofe againd whom they 
were faid to have been fent. At the fame time ambaffadors 


were difpatchcd to the Sueves, both by Theodoric, king of 
the Vifigoths, add by Genferic, Aig of the Vandals in 
, Africa, probably to conclude not only a peace, but an al- 
Kance with them Igainif the emperor Majorianus, whofe 
great parts and military genius gave them much uneafi- 
nefs. The peace, howdver, was not concluded ; for in the 
following y^r Theodoric, having recalled Cyrila, and the 
army comp^^ded by .him, Ibnt Sunieric with another army 
in his T06m I which did not prevent the Sueves from pil- 
Llufitania under the condiidl of Maldra, and Galicia 
nrider that of his fon Remifmund by Jornandes called 
Itichrnund^ Some writers fpeak of a battle fought this year 
between the Sueves and Galicians, in which the latter iod 
iriany perfons of diftin6:ion r. 

' tn the fame year 45^, Maldra killed, upon what provo- 
cation we are not told, his brother, whole name has not 
h^n IraHfmitted to us. Soon after this murder, he fur- 
,, prifed the ftfong caftle of Portucal, which was held by the 

FI. rtltiVcB i t>pt he was fqoh overtaken by the fate his treachery 
barbarity well defefved * 5 for he was affaffinated in the 
4 ^®' cdtfrfe of the foBowing y^r. Upon his death his fons Rc- 
milmnnd and FfumariuiS divide^ troops between them. 
Frumaritre 'ws likewife the fon Maldra, and brother of 
Reoatfiniind ; for he not only had part of the troops, but 
(ha^elp^«with Remifonfonff'^^ dominions of the deceafed 
f the Sueves of Lugo 

V Cbron. p-ts* ’* Wat. p. 37, iB. y Cufp. p^^si* 
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ijfi G.^.Ifcia fxeacheroufl)J attacking the Romans, who Ikett : ' 

in that city, on Eafl^r-cny, cut great numkers of them iti 
pieces, as they were notjupon their guard, thinking them- 
felves fufliciently prote 6 ted by the folemnity of a day held 
by *ill Chriftians in the grSateft veneratioiu Sunieric and 
^Jepotianus, who commanded the troops of Theodoric in 
Spain, no fooner lieard of this outrage than they detached 
part of their forces to tjke vengeance on the traitors. The 
Goths, entering GaliciW, ravtiged the Jferritory of Lugo; 
but a falfe report being* fpread among therft by Didlijies, 

Spinio, and Afeanius, who wejje natives of the country, ^ * 

but held a private correfpondence wdth the Sueves, they re- 
turned into their own territories, without daring to advance' 
far#her into the enemy’s country The Qame year, thefef 
three led a party of Sueves through bye-^ys to 

furprife the city of Aquae Flaviae, where they took Idatius, 
bifliop of the place, prifoner, on the twenty-fixth ®f July, 
and carried him into captivity, as he himfelf relates. Af- 
ter this exploit, Frumarius laid wafte the territory of Bra- 
ga, and Remifmund pillaged that of Orenfio, on the Minho, 
in Galicia. 

But the two princes, growing jealous of each other’s 
pow<?r, began to quarrel ; and their diffAfion gave thc*na- 
tives fome refplte ; for with them they concluded a peace,^ 
that they might be more at leifure to watch each other’s 
motions. This peace w^as obfgrved fof the fpace of four 
years, at the expiration of which Frumarius dying, the 
Sueves were again re-united under Remifmund, who imi- RtmifmunS 
mediately difpatched ambafladors to Theodoric, acquainting foU king if 
him with the death of Frumarius, and foliciting him to 
conclude a peace with the Sueves. He forthwith embraced 
the propofal, fending envoys to Remifi^und with rich pre- 
fents, and likewife arms, in token of hxs fincere friendfliip, 
and the confidence he repofed in hihi. A: the fame time 
he fent him a young maiden of extraordinary beau^, whom 
he married ^ Remifmund fent the biihops of Galicia to 
Theodoric, hoping, by their mediation, to obtain a peace ; 
and Theodoric received them with all the refpeck due to 
their rank and dignity. He foon after recalled the general 
and troops he had in Spain ; an<> Remifmund, by a fecond 
embafly, returned him thanks for the peace he had granted 
him. 

This peace, however, did not prevent Remifmund from 
furprifmg, this very year, the city of ^imbra^ and carry<* 
ing from thence man y captives. He did not, 
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keep poffijffion of the place ; for, ijpree years after, he fufjt 
prifed k agam */ At length he w* vailed upon to re- 
and make peafe with the natives : but 
fays Idatiue, was attended with a greater and 
tnonbr^ki^erous evil than the "war itfelf. Kechiarius, 
king of the Sueves, had embraced the catholic faith, and hi* 
example bad been followed by the whole nation of the 
SaeVes ^ but at this time they fufFenpd themfelves to be in- 
fededwkh the hefefy of Ari\is, byj Ajax, a native of Ga- 
la who, ahindoning the catholic faith, had been or- 
dained by the Arians. Hechad remained fome time at the 
court of Theodorip, in Gaul, where be was refpe^lfully 
treated by that prince, who held the tenets of Arius. From 
Gaul be paiTcd into hpain, where he was well received ‘by 
the StiiNres, upon the recommendation of TheodttftV The 
kind rfeception he met with encouraged him to propagate 
his erroi^ among the Sueves, and impugn the doctrine of 
the Trinity. 

In the mean time Theodoric being murdered by his bro- 
ther Euric, Remif'mund, thinking himfclf no longer bound 
by the treaty of peace which he had concluded, by his me- 
diation, with the natives, broke into LuGtania, and haying 
furprifed the city Sf Coimbra, gave it up to be plundered 
bgr bis foldiers. He lik«ewife ravaged the territory of Au- 
noha, belonging to the Galicians j who fent deputies to Eu- 
ric, king of the Vifigoths, begging his mediation with the 
king ofthp Sueves. Accordingly Euric prevailed upon 
ftomifmund to grant a peace or truce to the people of Au* 
nona ; but in the mean time he himfelf committed dread- 
ful devaftations in LuGtania, reduced Pampelona and Sa- 
ragofa, and having overcome and put to flight the nobility 
of the proviilte of Tarraco, who continued faithful to the 
Romans, fubdued all Upper Spain Thus were the inha- 
Utants of Spain, who could not prevail upon themfelves to 
withdraw their obedience to the Romans, and fubmit to the 
Barbarians, in a mod: cruel manner plundered and haraflTed 
on one Gde by the Goths, and on the other by the Sueves, 
while the RomansVerc not in a condition to relieve them. 
Ill the following year they made themfelves mafters of 
Li^on, which was betrayed by LuGdes, a native of the 
place, who commanded in the town. As the city was at 
that time held by the Gotlfs, the troops of that nation, en- 
tering LuGtania, commk^d dreadful ravages on the terri- 
belonging to the SueVbs, as did the Sueves on thofe 
However, Euric, being determined upon 

c IGdor. ChfOfi. ^ Ibid. p. 619, 
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driving tlie R.omans entTcly out of Spain, with a defign to 
fall afterwards upon^hepueves, concluded? for.the prefenf, 
a peace with Reniifmun®, and then turning hi^ arms againlt 
the Romans, recovered all the places that had been bithe/to 
pofiehed by them, as we have related in the hiftory of the 
Vifigoths ; but he died befoi^e he could put in execution the 
dchgn be had formed againft the Sueves. Remifmund, 
finding he could no lonjer contend with |he Vifigoths, who 
were now mafters of aljiolt all Spain, retired into Galicia, 
and there, giving over all thoughts of new conquefts, emied 
his days. His fuccelTors ^llowid his example, contenting 
tbcmfelves with the kingdom of Galicw, and obferving a 
llridl neutrality in the difputes that arofe between the Vifi- 
gortis andthe Romans. ]5y thefe means ^hey maintained 
thcmW^l^in the quiet poflefTion of Galicia till the yeilr 585, 
when they were fubdued by Leunigiid or Leovigild, king 
of the Vifigoths, and their kingdom reduced to a province 
of the Gothic monarchy, after it had continued a hundred 
and feventy-four, or, as fome aflert, a hundred and feventy- 
feven years : but of the fuccelTors of Remifmund, to which 
prince the emperor Anthemius is faid to have given Galicia 
in 4^8, and of the downfal of their lyngdom, we fhall 
fpeak at large in a more proper place. 
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SECT- V. 

Tlje Ancient State of the Franks, till their Settlement 
in GauL 


A S the ancients, by whom mention is firfl made of the 
Franks, have given us no account of their origin, and 
Valefius, a moft diligent and curious enquirer into the an- 
tiquities of his nation, has cautioufly waved this fubje6i:, it 
cannot be expelled we fhould determine any thing relating 
to it, that may be dependfcd upon. Of the various opi- 775^ origim 
nions, or rather conje^lures, that have been offered on this and name 
head by the modem writers, and which would be too te- of the 
»dious to relate, that of Buchcrius feeins the moft probable ; 
ibipcrting, that the Franks were 'originally a motly multi- 
tude of Sveral ancient nations dwelling beyond the Rhine, 
who, uniting againft the Romans in defence of their com- 
mon liberty, ftyled themfelves Franks, that word fignify^ 
ing, in their language, as it ftill does in ours, free It h 
certain, that under the name of Franks are comprifed i« 
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fe^al nadonSf whofe nan 
:ir’s»^fucib as the Afinarii, d 
Amdvarii^ and Catejf^ 

Sicambrians, bccaufe they inhabited the 
?merly pofleiTed by tliat n^^tion, of which the 
part was exterminated by Auguitus, and the refjb 
. trairfpUnied into Gaul. 

Bodin maintains that the Franks ^ere defeended from the 
Gauls, who'being^Increafed to fu^h-a degree, that the coun- 
try«was too confined for them, fcAit ,col6Jries beyond the 
Rnine into Germany. So^c of thefe colonies fettled on 
the banks of that river, and in procefs of time conquered 
their ancient country. Ojefar indeed t^Ils us, that the 
Gauls fent coloijjes into Germany ; but upbn what autho- 
rity esm we fuppofe the Franks to have been dcfclwc’^d from 
thofe Gauls,, rather than from fome other of the many na- 
tions fei:led in Germany ? Upon the whole, we think the 
opinion of B'ucherius, which we have mentioned already, 
to be the moft probable *, that the Franks confided of 
feveral German ^nations united againll the RomnnS, in de- 
fence of their common liberty. 

It appears from their conftant incurfions into Gaul, that 
they were fettled An the banks of the Rhine, in the rteigh- 
bourhood of Mentz. ’t'he orator Eunxenes, who flourifned 

Autun, in the end of the third century, diftinguifi^es the 
territory wdiich the Franks \nhabitcd originally on the coaft 
of the ocean, from the country which was conquered by 
v thc Romans beyond the Rhine, arid after>^rds feized by the 
flanks ^ This diltri£i:, according to the bed modern geo- 
gfaphers and hidorians, was bounded on the north by the 
. ocean ; on the weft, by the ocean and the Rhine i on the 
fouth, by the LbonC, or the Mein \ and Qn the ca^ Ry .th|? 
.Wefer 5 ; according to which defer ipiion^ they polfefibc} the 

S Te*|^t provinces pf Weftphalia, HtlTe* and foa>dac!jacent 
:ates. St. Jerom calls them a nation not f^greafe as power- 
apd places them between the Saxons and Alemans ** 5 
Saxons to the eaft, and the Alemans to the fouth ; for 

t pfe \i^ere properly called Alemans wbp dwelt between 
E Rhine, the Mein, and the Danube* h T he feme writer^ 
plates, that th^ Saxons vecpiveda great overthrow at Dcd- 
in the of the FTiSnkS i which place rontanus, 

moft othcr.writers, fuppofe to be the fame that, by 
hiftorlans, i<^ called Duitfiuip, and now Duyts, oppo- 
^ C^ogne. Jjpon the whole, we may conclude, that 
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the Franks fjofleflccl the! countries we have juft mentioned ; 
and that, in" prot^ cf time, they extemde^ thcndldves 
aJong.the Rhine, ns far i|s th<^ mouths of that river, and the 
ocean. 

'1 he Franks were aiicie^itly divided into feveral tribes, 
whereof the Anfuarii and Salii, mentioned by Ammianus, 
v/crc undoubted] the moft conhdernbic. Pontanus fuppofes 
the Anfuarii to be lhc|jbire people with the Anfmarii, of 
wiioin mentiosi is made by ’i 'aeltus. Tbei* being driven from 
their own habitations ihc Cnaucl, fcizcdlm the couiltry 
from which the Fiiiians ha^I bee;i expelled by the command 
of Nero. Tacitus calls them a more pt:;werful nation than 
that of tlic Frifians Poiitanub is oi opinion, that they were 
anition that wandered from place to j)lace, .weady to join any 
other, found their intcreft concerned; that, agree- 

able to this principle, they united with the German nations 
lying towards the ocean, when, confederating agi^nft the 
Romans, in defence of their comino!i liberty, they afiumed 
the name of Fiauhs ; that they loo were blcndctl under that 
common appellation, but at the fame tin*e retained their 
ancient name, being called Anfuarii or Anfmarii Franci. 
'^riiis name fonie derive from the Teutonic word hanccy 
^\?^\\\^\\\^ excellent free \ whence the fre^ towns of Oer- 
many are Itill called the Hance town«. Others, and among 
the reft Goropius Becanus, call them Anfuarii or Anfmarii, 
from the German anfa^ fjgnifying jocictyy becaufe they 
were ready to join any other nation in league and fociety ; 
and hence, according to thefe writers, the free towns of 
Germany are ftylcd Hance towns, they being united in one 
fociety, though far removed from one another. 

As for the Salian Franks, w'ho broke into Taxandria, now 
Brabant, but were driven out by Julian, as we read in Am- 
tnianus S Beatus Pi-henanus derives their name from the 
5>ala, which falls into the Mein; Paulus-ZEmilius, from an- 
other river of the fame name, that empties itftlf into the 
Elbe ; Sidonius Apoilinaris from the Latin word as 
if they had been fo called fropi their leafing and dancing ; 
and laftly, Pontanus from the river Sala, ^ow the Iffel, on 
»tiie banks of which they refided. The latter opinion 
appears the moft probable, find the other two rivers, 
bearing the fame name, ftowed at fome diftance from the 
territories of the Franks. 

With refpe£^ to their manners, Voplfcus paints them as 
a treacherous and faithlefs nation, accuftomed to defpife 
the moft folemn oaths and obligations. Salvianus, blcnd- 

t Ammian. lib. xvi. 
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ing their good and bad qualities, fay^ that they were greatly 
addidled to lyings but civil and kind* to grangers Proco- 
pius deferibes them as the n\oft ^lithlefs of all nations : 
but^gathias, who flourifhed foon after Procopius, extols 
them for their fidelity, juftice, and concord, with which 
they lived among themfelves^j and St. Bernard, in one o^ 
his Epiftles, remarks, that they obferved their oaths with the 
greateft ftri£tncfs a|id religion ; infotauch that they thought 
themfelves bound by a public “oath, even when it was fin- 
ful \o take it™/ They fcem to'hav^ been always trouble- 
fome neighbours; whence h^onhajd ns, chancellor to Charles 
the Great, ufed tq fay, I fhould choofe a Frank for a 
friend, but not for a neighbour.” 

^eir form Their form of‘'government was, without all doubt, mo- 
^fgo*vern- narchical, though -authors have given us no accou^fpii:;^ their 
kings. The Franks are lirit mentioned in hiftory about 
' the ycar^24i ; and yet Tyro Profper fays, that the moft an- 
r cient king of that nation, whofe name occurred to him in 
fearching the records of time, was Priam, who reigned 
about the year 3G2 After him fucceeded his two fons 
Marcomir and Sunno, and at the fame time Genobald. 
Next came Theodpmir or Theudemir, the fon of Ricimer, 
who was conful in 384. Tbeodomir was fucceeded byVha- 
ramond the fon of Marcomir, and grandfon of Priam. It 
however, to be obferved, that as Fredigarius fuppofes 
Tbeodomir to have been the fon and immediate fuccefibr of 
Ciodio, and aferibes to the former whatever elfeis by other 
writers given to the latter, the learned Ufher concludes, 
that Tbeodomir and Pharamond were the fame perfon, and 
accordingly places the defeat and death of Pharamond in 
the year 428, when Ciodio began bis reign, and the Franks 
were driven out of that part of Gaul which bordered on the 
flhine, by Aetius, as we read in Profper. In the reign of 
Pharamond, or not long before, the Franks, palling the 
l^hine, which had been the boundary between them and 
the Romans for near two hundred years, fettled in Thon- 
gria, that is, in the territory of Tongres, where they were 
governed by as nfany kings as they bad cities or cantons. 
Thefe kings were chofen out of the moft illuftriow families, «» 
and diftinguifhed from their fubjc£ls by the length of their 
hair • : but whether Pharamond had any authority over the 
Other princes, or was only a chief more powerful than the 
reft, is what we cannot colle£t from hiftory. Bucherius i® 
of opinion, that, in Pharamond’^s time, Honorius concluded 

Is Salv. lib. vii, p. 17a. * Agath. lib. i. p. 13. ™ Ber- 
nard. Ep. ceexix. p. *03. n Vide Coint. p. 417. & Valef. p. 8^ 
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3 treaty with them, in virtue of which they were allowed 
to fettle in the coui^ry bordering on the I?hinc on the fide 
of Cologne P : but what^he writes is not fupported by any of 
the ancients. Aetius ol^liged them, as we have hinted 
above, to repafs the Rhine, haviirg defeated them in battle, 
andflain their king Theodomir or Pharamond. However, 

Clodio, the fucceflbr of Pharamond, fettled again in Gaul j 
for we are told by Gre^ry of/Fours, th|t he refided in the 
callle of Difparg, fupjjofed by Bucherius,,and moft geo- 
graphers, to have flood in Brabant, on the borders ofThon- 
gria Clodio vyas fuccended by Merovaeus, Merovaeus by 
Childeric, and he by Clodavseus or Cloves, the firfl Chrif- 
tian king of the Franks, who drove the Goths out of Gaul, 
anfl fixedthe royal feat at Paris. 

Tyrd^Pfolper writes, that Priam, the father of Marcomir Ki„gj cf 
and Sunno, is the firfl king of the Franks, whofe ^ame he the Franh 
found recorded in hiftory ; but it is certain, that, by the fnentiontd 
ancients, other kings are mentioned long before his time, 
before the year 382, when Tyro Profper fuppofes him to 
have reigned. Thefe are Atec, GcnobaldJ Afcaric, Gaifus 
or Regaifus, Maloric, Mallobaudus or Mellobaudus. Atec 
and penobald feem to have reigned at tfce fame time, but 
over different nations or tribes of the Franks ; for they are 
both mentioned by M^imertinus in h*s panegyric on Diocle- 
fian, pronounced about the year 288, as reigning at that 
time. Atec, with his Franks, had plundered the coafts of 
Gaul ; but was compelled by Dioclefian to fue for peace, 
and make great fubmiflions to that prince, in order to ap- 
peafe him, and be confirmed in his kingdom, Genobald 
likewifc was forced to fubmit, fays our panegyrift, the only 
means left of his being reflored to the quiet pofTeffion of 
his dominions ^ In the fame panegyric, Mamertinus 
fpeaks of a great victory gained by the generals of Diocle- 
fian over a fickle and deceitful nation of Barbarians ; which 
defeription fuits no nation fo well as that of the Franks. 

It was perhaps upon this vi^lory that the two kings were 
obliged to fubmit to the emperor, who, ^in all likelihood, 
took on that occafion the furname of Francicus, which, in 
Ancient inferiptions, is given both fo him and his colleague 
Maxtmin. Afcaric, and Gaifus or Regaifus, governed the 
Franks in the time of Conftantius the fon of Conftantine 
the Great, and were, by the latter, in the firll year of his 
reign, taken prifoners, and expofed to the wild beads in 
the public fports ». Malaric, who lived in the reigns of 
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Conftantlus the fon of Conflantine, of Julian, and Joviair, 
is called by Martellinus only governorf^r chief of his coun- 
trymen in the emperor’s palace^; fcut is by Procopins rcc- 
kotv^d among their kings. Jovian appointed him general 
of the Roman troops in G.tul j but he declined that employ- 
ment. Mallobaudus, or Mellobaudus, ityled by Marceiii® 
nus king of the Franks, commandedi under Gratian, and 
gained a fignal victory over the Alefinans, of whom thirty 
thoufand w^cre kiifed upon ihe fpo^t, with their king Tri- 
arius. Flallobaudus, though king of the Franks, ferved iii 
the Pvoman army, and thotight himfclf honoured with the 
employment of cames domefticoruni to the emperor Gra- 
tian. . Ricomer, Pticimer, or Richimer, w ho \\\as comes 
domeflicorum to the fame emperor, geiieral of the Ron;i'aii 
horfe, and conful, is by fomc number i among ttfK5>ings of 
the Franks. His fon 'Fheodomir reigned over the Franks 
in the fime of lionorius, and was kiiied by the Romans, 
with his mother Afcila, according to an ancient elnonicle 
ipioted by Gregory of Tours Fredigarii:s fuppofes him 
to have been by count Callinus, who was lent againlt 

the Franks, by the emperor lionorius, about tlie year 421, 
at which tunc all jrther writers fuppofe Pharamond to^have 
reigned. 

Having thus given the reader the bcfl account we have 
been able to obtviin from the mod: authentic writers of the 
firlt kings of the Fianks, without taking upon ns to afccr- 
tain the order of their fuccelTion, or their defeents, wc lhall 
now pafs to their wars and exploits, from the time they arc 
firlt mentioned in hiflory 10 their fettling in Gaul. 

*they break The firfl hillorian, by w^hom mention is made of the 
into Gaul i Franks, is Vopifeus, in the life of the cmpc.ior Aurclian j 
where that writer declares, that the Franks made an irrup- 
tion into Gaul, and, though few in number, committed 
hut are re- dreadful ravages: but Aurelian, then only tribune of the 
ffeffedby fixth legion, c^uartcrcd at that time, in Mentz, marching 
Aurelmn. them, killed feveu hundred, took three hundred 

prifoners, whom he fold for flaves, and obliged the red to 
refign their booty,*' and retire 

^hey break P"! the fouith year of Valerian’s reign, they broke again 
anew into into Gaul, with feveral other German nations ; but w^ere 
Oaul\ entirely defeated by Gallienus, with whom Valerian had 
Tdb^'Gal- empire How'cvcr, the Franks and other Ger- 

iiepue. ^ nations returning fcon after in far greater numbers, 
Gallienus, no longer able to reprefs them by force, offered 
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a<^vantageous terms to one of their chiefs, who, readily ac- 
cepting them, un<!^took to guard the frc^itiep of the em- 
pire; which Icrvice hef>eiformed accordingly, in the fol- 
iowing year 257, fomc Franks appear to bave finvcd ii^ihe 
Roman army againit the troths ;.far among the auxiliaries 
^hat «icuched with Aurclian into Ihrace, which piovince 
the Goths were then pillaging, mention is made of iiarto- 
man, Fiuldegaftus, huhlcmon, and C|riovifcus which 
names bear a great ivfeJiibhfnce to oiifcts that frequently 
occur in hidory amoifg the Franks; wdi^nce Vorhifrgus 
concludes them to be the^amc^ of fome chief men of that 
nation, who came with a body of their countrymen to ailill 
the Romans in tliis expedition 

•Three years aficrthe Fianks, and other*German nations, Vr. of FI, 
rnkingr'wT'antagc of the conluhon which the captivity of *^08. 
Valerian had emfed throughout the empire, invaded (;JauJ, -^T). *60, 
and, having ravaged the moll wealthy provinces, *ina(le an 
irnquion into Italy ^ St. Jerom ^ and OroGus add, that -va^^Gaui 
the Fianks, croifing the Alps, and pairing through Rhreria andp-artof 
and Lombardy, advanced to the ncip,hhoiiihood oi Ravenna, 
dcltroying the country, and committing dicadful dtvalla- 
lions. ZoGmus writes, that this fudden irruption obliged 
Galficniis to fake the fields in order to oppoih the brrrba- 
finns; but wbciher thcy were for(*ed by him to retire, or 
withdrew of their own accoid, he does not declare. 

Five years after this irruption they committed unheard- w. of FI, 
of ravages in Spain. Victor writes, that after they had *613. 
ravaged Gaul, they paGcd from thence into Spain which ^ *^5* 
they pillaged for the fpacc of twelve years. Sonic. of them ' 7 

having proviilcd vclJ'els, crolild over into Africa, with a dc- in 7 /.Spah 
hgn to enrich themfelves with the fpoils of that we althy ^vhick they 
nation ; but what was the iiiue ot tbat undertaking vve are ^loldtwelvs 
2iot informed. years. 

In the year 2^15, Poflhumius, who had revolted in Gaul, Poflhumms 
J»nd adumed tljc title of emperor, gained great advantages gatns ^rati 
over the Franks, drove them beyond the Rhine, and even 
built fome forts in their country; wherefore on his medals ^ 
he js.llyled the Reltorer of Gaul, the Defenderof the Fm- 
pire On the fame medals frequent mention is made of 
his vi(Slories over the Franks, chiSfly in 256, the Gftii year 
of bis reign ; and on fome he is ilyled Germanicus Maxi- 
nius, the Franks being dillinguifhed in thofe times, as Va- 
leGus propel ly obferves, by the name of Gei*mans, from the 

Y Aur. Vit. p. tit. * Voib. p. 5''9. * Aur. Vit, 

p. s., zi6. Hier. Chron. c Orof. lib. vii. cap. aa, 
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Alemans, and other nations inhabiting Germany. How- 
ever, they afterguards ferved under hinj^ againft Gallienus, 
and fupporteS him to the utmofi their power in the au-. 
thority be had ufurped. In the fourth year of the emperor 
Aurelian, they made an irruption* into Gaul ; but were re- 
pulfed with great flaughterby that prince, who having iaken, 
a number of prifoners, led them, with the captives of cer- 
tain other nations, /u triumph, when he made his public 
entry irito Rome. ' • 

JYr. of FI the death 'of Aurelian, the Frinks, together with the 

A*D Burgundians, jind t^e Vandals, croffing the 

4 ^' • Rhine, entered Gapl ; and having reduced above feventy 

^^heFrankst of the chief cities in the fpace of two years, conftdered 
themfelves as matters of all that country : but in the me«*n 
mJi and time Tacitus, who had fucceeded Aurelian, dyin^lilKsirobus, 

. -w»ho was chofen in his room, marching in perfon againft 

Burgundians and Vandals, difpatched fome of bis bed 
ill generals again ft the Franks, who defeated them entirely, 
rQaulf and obliged them to return home ^ Probus hirnfelf was 
attended with thc^Bke fuccefs againft the Burgurldians and 
Vandals ; fo that all Gaul was, by his valour, delivered 
hut art from the yoke of the Barbarians. The emperor, not fatif- 
bl*^robus driving t^iem out of Gaul, purfutd them acrofs 

* the Rhine, laid w^afte tbeir territories to a great extent, and 
even built fome forts in their country; which ftruck the 
Barbarians with fuch terror, that nine of their kings came 
in perfon to fuc for peace ; which Probus granted, upon 
their promiftng to fupply the Romans yearly with a certain 
quantity of corn, and other provifions, and to fend fixteen 
thoufand men to ferve in the Roman army e. 'J hefe Pro- 
bus divided into companies of fifty or fixty men, diltribut- 
ing them among the Pi.oman troops in different places. 
Some of the Franks, who had either fubmitted to Probus, 
or had been taken prifoners in this war, were fent by the 
emperor to the coaft of the Euxine fea, where lands were 
allov/ed them to cultivate. 

/ finall There they continued for fome time ; but growing weary 

fiumber of Jiving after the‘ Roman manner in a country fo far diftant 

from their own, having feized on fome fhips, they put to® 
coaflsof fca, and cruLfing about, pillaged firft the coafts of Afia and 

JJta^ Greece, and then paffing over into Africa, landed in dif- 

Creictt ferent places ; but being conftantly repulfed by the Roman 
Sictiy^ quartered in that province, they quitted Africa, and 

fleering their courfe to Sicily, made a defeent in that ifland, 
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tooTc and plundered the city of Syracufe, and having put 
moft of the inhab^ants to the fword, retmbarked with aa 
immenfe booty. Fronl Sicily they failed for the flreights 
of Gibraltar, and enterigg the ocean, plundered the coafls 
of Gaul and Spain, and returned loaded with booty to 
•their native country, at the mouth of the R.hine This 
event happened about the year 280. iProculus having re- 
volted, and aiTumed ?he title of empejor at Cologne, the 
Franks at firfl efpouferj his caufe, and promifed to aflift him 
to the utmofl; of their power*, but, notvwithttanding thi*s en- 
gagement, they not only atiandciied, but betrayed the ufurper 
into the emperor’s hands h From this period they conti- 
nued quiet till the fourth year of Dioclehan, when, in con- 
jflncflio^Mdth the Saxon pirates, they plundered the coafts 
of GaW7 carrying off an immenfe booty, and an incredible 
number of captives: but Caraufi us having, by the empe- 
ror’s order, equipped a fleet at Boulogne, and gained fomc 
advantages over them, they retired for a time to their rc- 
fpe6live countries \ 

In the following year Maxirnian, eroding the Rhine, en- 
tered Germany, and having defolatcd the enemy’s country, 
returned to Gaul with an immenfe boot^. The fame of bis 
name ftruck fuch terror into the Franks, that two of Mieir 
kings, A tec and Genobald, the firfl: w’e find recorded in 
hiflory, fubmitted to him, deflring him to confirm them in 
their rcfpej^live kingdoms ^ 

Maxirnian allowed lands in the neighbourhood of Treves Yr. ofF!. 
and Cambray to great numbers of Franks and Letes, who *63^ 
had fi^mitted, thofe territories being almoft quite deftitute 
of inhabitants. The Letes were originally a Gaulifli na- ^ 

tioii ; but having afterwards fettled in Germany, they w^re 
reckoned among the German nations, A few years after traujplamU 
this tranfa£lion, the Franks reduced Batavia, and that part edinto 
of Flanders wdiich is watered by the river Efcaut; but Con- 
ffantius, the father of Conftantine the Great, marching 
againfl: that people foon after he w^as raifed to the dignity of 
Caefar, defeated them in battle : having obliged them to fur- 
render at difcrction, he tranfplanted theVn, with their wives 
and children, into Gaul, where^they were forced to culti- 
vate the lands which they thcmfelves had wafted, to pay the 
ufual tributes and taxes, as fubje£ts of the empire, and to 
ferve, when wanted, in the Roman armies. Upon their 
fubmitting to tbefe conditions, their arms were taken from 
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tlicm ; nor were they allowed any \n their new fetlleinents, 
that they hiight,^by degrees, foften tl^xir native ficrcencfs 
^nd barbarity, and accuftom theny'elv^s to live after the 
Roman manner. The emperor Julian, fpcaking of Maxi- 
mian and ConRantius fivs, ihaf they not only drove the 
. Barbarians out of the Roman territories, which they hat^ 
long pofleRed, and cultivated as their own, but built feve- 
ral cuRles on the l/oritiers ; by whiph means the country, 
no longer infcRed ty the BaK)arians, enjoyed a profound 
tran^quility < 

From this period they C9.ntlnufd quiet till the year 306, 
the firfl of ConRantine s reign, wlien, that prince being 
employed in fnitain, they feize<l the o]q)ortmiiry to break 
into Gaul : but t^ie emperor returning foon after, fell upcni 
them unexpeaedly, while they were bufied in jfcadering 
the country, cut great numbers in pieces, and having taken 
two of kings prifoneis, Afcaric and Gaifus, be deli- 
vered them to he devoured by wild beaRs, in the magni- 
^cent (hews which he afterwards exhibited. After this 
vicT>ry he croRccI, the Rhine, and entering the country of 
the biucRerians, who were one of the feveial nations then 
known by the name ol Franks, he made a dreadful havock 
Oi that people, anil took a great many prifoners, whodi he 
likevvife expofed to wild hcalts. He repaired all the forts 
on the Rhine, placed numerous garrifons in them, main- 
tained on that river a great .number of vcRels well armed 
and manned, and by ihefe means reRrained for fome time 
the incurfions of the Franks. In the year 308, they be- 
gan again to affemble in confiderable bodies, with a deilgn, 
as was fuppofed, to make an irruption into Gaiff; but 
ConRantine marching againR them they difperftd In 
310, all the nations known by the name of Franks, taking 
arms, approached the banks of the Rhine, and dividing 
their army, which was very numerous, into feveral bodies, 
attempted to invade Gaul at diflerent places. ConRantine 
marched in perfon againR them, and not depending upon 
the relations of others, ventured in difguife into the midft 
of their army, pretending to be a deputy fent by the em- 
peror, As he found that, not willing to put the whole to 
the iflue of a general engagement, they defigned to carry 
on the -war in feparate bodies, he aRured them, that the 
emperor was not then with the army ; which circumRance 
they no fooner underRood, than they difmifled the pretended 
deputy, and uniting all their forces, marched againR the 

_ ni Panegyr, i. iii, vii. viij. p, 3, 47, 93, 104, 106, 107. " Ibid, 
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enemy. Conflantlne received them at the head of his army, 
put them to flight al^ the firft attack, and ^^adg a dreadful 
daughter of th.cm in thcipurfuit ® 

Nevcrthelcfs, in three years after this defeat, talcing ad- 
vantage of the emperor’s ahfence, .who was gone to Rome, 
t]iey began to afTembie on the banks of the Rhine; Con- 
Rantine no fooner received inlelligencti of their motions 
than, leaving Italy, he%haflciied into Glul. The Franks, 
who bad not yet pufled dicRhi*iK’, withdrew at his approach ; 
hut Conflantlne, giving 6ut that the Alemans'too were re'ady 
to break into Caul, left iyme t'^oops concealed among the 
woods at a fmall diflance from the river^ atul retired with 
the rcfL 1 lie Frari!:s no feoner heard <.f his departure 
thaii they pafled the Rliinc ; but the Roni;^LS, iduing from 
their anwm*eade, attacked them before tl.cy could draw up 
their forces, cut gie<»t liun.bcfs in pipces, and obliged the 
refl to repafs the liver in the grcatcU confufion. Conilan- 
tine followed them in perfon with his whole aiiny, and en- 
tering their country, walled their lands, burnt their habita- 
tions, and* having taken a great number ♦rf prifoners, ex- 
pofed them all to be clevouicd by wild beafls. For this 
vidory over the Franks, lie took the tide of FrancicusP. 
Notv?ithitauding this feveiiry, the r ranks were no fociPncr 
informed that Conflantiiie had left the country, with a de- 
fign to vifit Italy and illyricum, than they crofled the 
Rhine in great numbers, and ciuering Gaul, laid wafte fe- 
veral provinces. But Crifpus, the fon of Conflantlne, 
marching againit them, obliged them to quit their booty, 
and retire. 

No farther mention of the Franks is made in liiflory till 
the year 341, the fourth of Conflantius’s reign, when they 
made an'irruption into Caul. Conflans marched againfl, 
and gave them battle ; but as the lofs was equal on both 
fides, the war was not ended till the enfuing ycar't, when 
Conflans either conquered or appeafed them, as Idatius cx- 
prelles it, by prevailing upon them, with piefcnts and 
money, to retire, as may be gathered from Libanius, who 
tells us, though fpeaking as a panegyrift,* that the Franks 
•were not conquered by force of arms. Be that as it may, 
it is certain they concluded a pc.ict? with Conflans, and fub- 
mitted to the princes he was plcafed to appoint over them. 
As they were the mofl: powerful nation in thofe parts, this 
peace prevented the others fiom atfempringany thing againfl: 
the empire ; fo that Conflans, having nothing to fear on 

® Eufeb. Vit. Confl. Hb. iik cap. *5. p. 420. 
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that fide, pafTed over into Britain, to oppofe the Scots, who 
made frequent inroads into the RomaK^dominions. 

In 355, being the eighteenth of the reign of Conflantius, 
M^laric, king of the Franks, held a chief employment in 
the emperor'd court ^ Put the following year his nation, 
HO longer ahlc to live in peace, entering into an allianw: 
with the Alemans/and Saxons, crofTed the Rhine, took and 
pillaged above iom cities on the bf’nks of that river, defo- 
latcd the neighbouring provinces, ^ and carried off a great 
number of captives. The city of Cologne was on this occa- 
fion almolt entirely mined *. From thence they advanced 
to Autun, which, city they heficgcd ; but being vigoroufly 
rcpnlfcd by the veterans, who were quartered there, they 
abandoned the Cmterpiize, and contented therr jjelv es ^Ith 
plundering the open places, roaming about wiWbut con- 
trol, and deftroying .with fire and fword what they could 
not carry oft. Conftantius, who .was then in Italy, not 
thinking it prudent to quit that country, raifed his coufin 
Julian to the dignity of Caefar,- and at the fame time^ap- 
pointed him governor of (jaul. Julian immedia^tely fet out 
for his government, and ariiving at Vienna, was received 
with extraordinat^jY marks of joy. As he came to thj»t city 
in the depth of winter, he continued there the remaining 
part of that feafon, deMberating about the operations of the 
enfuing campaign. Taking the field early in the fpring, he 
marched, at the head of a fmall body, from Vienna to Ao- 
tun, and from thence to Auxerre. On his march, he found 
hirnfelf furrounded on all Tides by the enemy, who marched 
in great bodies; but he put them to flight with a handful 
of men, and cut hirnfelf a way through the midft of the Bar- 
barians to Troies, and from thence to Rheims, where the 
main body of the army waited his arrival. Being joined by 
all the Roman troops quartered in Gaul, he haftened from 
thence loDecempagi, now Dicuzc on the Seille, in Lorraine, 
with a defign to fall ujx)ii the Franks, who were employed 
in ravaging the country. But the enemy, receiving timely 
notice of his approach, took advantage of a dark and wet 
night to attack his rear, and would have cut off two legions, 
bad not the rclt of the army, alarmed at the fudden noife,* 
lieturned to their affiftaticc. The Franks, encouraged with 
this fucrefs, attacked him again a few days after; but 
were cafily put to flight. However, this trifling vi6tory 
enabled him to reach Cologne, which the enemy aban- 
doned at his approach, after it had been ten months in 
their hands. 
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During his ftay at Cologne, one of the kings of the 
Franks, dreading his ^rms, lent deputies \9 fucvfor peace ; 
but Julian only granted ffm a fliort truce. The following 
year, Julian gained a complete victory over the Franks, ajid 
other German nations, that had invaded Gaul, and took by 
two caftles on the Meufe, in which fonic Franks had 
taken refuge, after having ravaged i^c country about 
Rheims. They defend^ themfclves wit| great bravery for 
fifty-four days ; but being at length ohiiged to furrender, 
they #ere all fent to thJ emperor, who incorporated them 
among his troops ^ Afteathis ew:ploit, Julian put his army 
into winter-quarters, and took up his own in Paris ; but in 
the mean time the i>alii, a nation of the Franks, broke uii- 
exjpsdedly into Taxandria, now Brabant: •Julian, march- 
ing agahftf^bem early in the fpring, forced them to abandon 
the country they had feized, though they declared them- 
felves ready to guard the frontiers of the empire on that 
lidc, to fupply the Romans with troops when required, and 
to pay the ufuaJ taxes and tributes. Zofimus fays, that they 
haa been ‘driven out of their own counti^ by the Saxons 
and Quadians, who were by Julian forced to reflorc it to 
the ancient proprietors ; an a 61 : of geperofity which fo 
gained the hearts of the Salian Franks, that, fubmittin^ to 
the emperor, great numbers of then? ferved in his army 

The Franks continued quiet the whole time Julian 
reigned; but they no fooner hcacd of his death than, enter- 
ing into an alliance with their neighbours the Saxons, they 
began to infeft Gaul both by fea and Jand. But count Tbeo- 
dofius, father to the emperor of that name, being fent 
againft them by Valentinian, obliged them to retire with 
great lofs That commander is faid to have overcome the 
Saxons, to have gained a victory over them near the Or- 
cades, and to have defeated the enemies of the empire in 
Batavia, near the Rhine and the Vahal ; which country was 
then held by the Franks. At this time Mallobaiides was 
king of the Franks, and engaged in a war with the Ale- 
mans, who, having concluded a peace with the Romans, had 
entered, upon what provocation we know not, the territo- 
‘ riesof the Franks, deftroying every thing with fire and fword. 
Mallobaudes met them, at the head of a confideiahle army: 
pretending to avoid an engagement, he drew them into 
an ambufeade ; by which means he cut great numbers in 
pieces, and among the reft their king Macrianus, a warlike 
prince, who had long infefted, with continual inrijads, the 
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Roman Jominioiis *. Three years after, Maiiobaudes was 
raifed bwljP eipperor Giatian to the ^onfiilate, having the 
cmperoi*jbimfelf fnr Ills colleague thiU dignity He was 
aftervyi^rds honoured by the fume emperor with the po,ft of 
comes domeflicorum, ayd diilihguiflied himfelf in a molt 
glorious manner in the battle of Argentaria, in which aboy; 
thirty thoufand of the l.cntinenfes, who had invaded the 
empire, were killeti, with ihcir king.'i riaiius. This viOory 
was chiefly owin^ to MailoliTaucles, who, on this occafion, 
commanded the Roman troops, in V'oiijun6lion withiconnt 
Nennianus, as wc have rcl^ited iy our hiilory of the Eafteru 
and We (tern empire. He vas cenful the fecond time in 
383, the eighth and lau; of Gratian’s reign, and commanded 
the army, undcrA tliat prince, againft the, ul'iirper Maximt^s ; 
but was not atttended with his ufual fuccefs; Jl!ll*»Gratian 
was put to flight, foon after taken prifciicr, and put to death 
at Lyons. 

Three years after the death of Gratian, we find the 
Franks ravaging Gaul wdth more fury than ever, perhaps to 
revenge on the id'urpcj Maximus the death of Gratian, 'v^'ho 
had Ihewn a pasliciilat kindnefo to their nation. However 
that be, Gicgory of 'Fours tells us, that they over-ran all 
Belgic Gaul, putfhe city of Cologne in fear, burnt ftveral 
villages, and then rctvrned home with their booty, leav- 
ing feveral parties in Gaul to purfue the' ravages they had 
begun. Thefe. were defe.itcd by Nannius and Quintinus, 
the two generals of Maximus, who ddlroyed groat num- 
bers in the province of ITainault. Q^intinus, not fatisfled 
with this advantage, pafled the Rhine at Nuys, contrary 
to -the opinion of Naniuus, who refufed to followhim ; and, 
entering the enemy’s country with the troops under his 
command, burnt iovcral villages, which he found aban- 
doned by the inhabitants. Encouraged by this fuccefs he 
advaiiccd far into tlic country ; but being, on his return, 
drawm into marflics, v./oods, and impaflible pl.aces, by the 
enemy's pretending to fly before him, he found himfelf fud- 
denly furrounded on ail fides by great multitudes, who at- 
tacking his men while they w'cre entangled in the woods 
and marfiies, cut molt of them in pieces, and obliged the 
reft to flielter lhemfelves*in the woods, where they perilhed 
with famine, only Quintinus, and a few more, having, 
with the utmoll diifieulty, found means to efcape and re- 
turn to GauJ, after having fufiered inexpreflible hardihips 
in the enemy’s country. The lofs fuftained by the Romans 
on this ^cafion w^as very great, and is by fome compared 

» Ammian, ?ib. xxx. y Idem. lib. xxxi. 451. 
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to the (Vifafter of Varus and his legions, in the time of Au- 
guflus '^ This difpJler happened while tMe R*atS>.s were 
governed by Genobhid, Ivinrcomir, and Sutino, who being 
elated with this vi^l-ory, ijiade an irriiplion into Gaul •lie 
year following ; and Theodohus ftnt Valentinian to make 
l*ead againft them. Upon that prince’s arrival in Gaul, 
Arbogaftes, general of the troops \n tilofe provinces, ad* 
vifed him to march in?o ihe^ enemy’s t,f)untry, and force 
them to rcflore the boot^ they had carried off tlie ycarJbc-< 
fore, and give up the authors of the war. SVirethcr Va- 
kiicinian followed his advice, \fe arc not told. All we 
know is, that he had a conference with IMarcomir and 
Sunno, who delivered hoftages ; and that ]^:e afterwards re- 
tired to l^ves, where he pafled the wintc**^. 

In 395VArbogaft:es having put V'alentinlan II. to death, 
perfuaded Eugeniiis, v/honi he had raifed to the cijipire in 
his room, to make war upon the Franks. Arbogaltes, of 
whom we have fpoken at large in our hhlory of the Eallern 
and Weftern empire, was liimfelf a Frank *, but as he bore 
great refentment againfl Marconiir and Sidiiio, he not only 
induced Eugenlus to make war upon them, but taking upon 
himfjlf the whole management of ir, b# palled the ilhiue 
near Cologne, in the depth of winter, and pillaged *the 
countries of the Brufterians and Chahnivians, without meet- 
ing with the leall: oppofition, Marconiir only {I’.cwing him- 
feif at a diftance on the hills wifh fomc parties of the Atifi- 
varii and Chatti ; but as to the ifl’ue of this war, hillorians 
only relate, that Arbogaftes, after having put many of his 
countrymen to the fword, concluded a peace with them i 
and that Eugenius himfelf approached the Ehine, to renew 
the ancient treaty with the kings of the Franks and Ale- 
mans From this account it appears, that the Franks had 
fevcral kings at the fame time, and that under the name of 
Franks were comprifed feveral ancient German nations. 

Great numbers of the Franks lifted themfelves among the 
troops of Eugenius ; for Orofius fays, that he led againlt 
Theodofius an infinite number of Franks and other Bar- 
barians 

• Theodofius, by his lad will, divided the empire between Yn.of 
bis two children, bequeathing the Fall to his eldeft foil Ar- ^ 
cadius, and the Welt to Ilonorius. Stilicho, who u'js 
prime miniflci to the latter, advifed him, in theffirll place, \ 

to renew the ancient alliances with the Franks and other new the 
German nations, which they had broken, 'by afiifting the ancient 

liances 

. * Greg. Tur. Hlft. Franc, lib. ii. crp. 9- P- 5*. S 9 i 

ibid.p. 6i. lidem ibid. ^ Orof. lib. vii. cap. 35. p* aao. wrwi. 
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The itifiory of the Franks^ 

ofufpcf Eugenius againft Tbeodofius. This talk Stilichd 
took up^ and r^aifing to tha banks of the Rhine, 

accompjfflScd it in a very ihort ti^e. ^ However, Marco- 
xni[ anti Snnno attempting to razfe new diilurbances foon 
after the conclufion of tl>e peace, one of them was taken, 
and having been kept fome time in prifon, banifhed to 
Tufeany. The other was refolved to revenge on the Ro- 
mans the affront Ifc bad offered his^ brother j but his own 

f eople, unwilling to engage fn a war with the empire, put 
inf to death/' Marcomir, or Mjfrcomer, is fuppofed to 
have been the father of Pharamond, the firfl in the cata- 
logue of the h’rcnrh kings. 

In the year 406 the Franks, falling upon the Vandals as 
they were attempting to break into Gaul with the SueVes 
and Alans, cut off near twenty thoufand, with^Ptftrir king 
Godigifcles ; and would have put them all to the fword, 
had not‘the Alans cOmc feafonably to their afliflance. Thefe 
two nations, together with the ^‘'meves, forced themfelvesa 
way, in fpitc of the Franks, and paffing the R.hinc entered 
GnuP. Great mjmbers of Franks followed them, to fnarc 
in the fpoils of thole wealthy provinces; but greater num- 
bers of the famc^ people entered Gaul four years after, 
invited thither by the ufurper Conilantine, of whofc forces 
the commander in chief w^as Edohic, a Frank. In the year 
413 they made an irruption into Gaul, and not only pillaged 
but burnt the city of I'reves the fecond time, fays Frigerid, 
an ancient author quoted by Gregory of Tours. We are 
ignorant when this firft irruption happened ; but that un- 
happy city was a third time plundered and fet on fire by 
the Franks about the year 420, as Salvian informs us, who 
was an eye-witnefs of the deplorable condition to which it 
was reduced 

About this time Pharamond muff have reigned over the 
Franks. He is faid by V italls to have been the fon of Sunno ; 
but all other wTiters fuppofe him to have been {he fon of 
Marcomir, the brother of Sunno. Fie was one of the molt 
powerful princes among them ; but w'e arc not told whether 
he had any authortty over the reft. He is fuppofed to have 
reigned from the year 417 to 428, in which Clodio, his 
fan and fucceffor, reigned in France, that is, in the country 
of the Franks ®. In the year in which he is fuppofed to 
have dk^d^the famous Aetius vanquifhed the Franks in 
Gaul, and drove them from the country in which they had 
fettled ^ Of this w^ar Jornandes fpeaks, without all doubt, 

c Greg, Tur. lib* ii. cap. 9. p. 62. Orof. cap. 40. p. 223. Sal- 

lite. vi. p. 145 — 1^« « Profp. p. 51* ^ Vide Buch. Belg. 

lib. XV. cap. S. p. 471, 


where 
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wbere he tells us, that Aetius, with great flaimhf-r * j 

t ‘ Y"""’’ "" V SS 

0/ Tours calls him a n,oft illuttrious See m 
people, whofe intereft be had at heart wire I,^ m"’ 
debted*-. We know Hut very little frrl ri ’"'r 

what happened in this prince'k reign, ifetios'writes" S 

take“n again ft'the Franks"; for'’the'Se wrifeT who 

eluded a -iJ!face with them the fL e Sr T* 

terms we know not. In the ve-ra^c theV i ^ 
attempt upon Tours; for Sidinius afferts, that MaJorLSs 
defended that city againlt them. Not long after t B mb 
made an irruption imo the country of the Attebat-s now 
Artois. Blrt Aetius marching agai/, (I them. with all polfibJe 

tlmlS”"’ S “'r°" u-‘ xpettrdlv, wliile, witbom 

the leaft apprehenfion of dan-cr ti'-v wc-- r o .Kr r c 

-p.au of o„. of .i,oio cwi: a;?; 

Valerius, who fuppofes the battle cf Lens ,o have be^ii 
ught in the year 437, repeats, after ( Iref.orv of Tours 

fl'r is^c‘^“h <ent fpies tq.reccnnt;i:re"th'e country as’ 
ar as Cambray, upon their return, fet out on his ma^h 

oppofition, to that city; and hav- 
FtSSS’*^’ ^ecl, for (ome time, his icfidence there*, 
aboi^ Valefius luppofes him to have made the 

^ove mentioned irruption into the Artois, and to have 
been furptifed by Aetius and Majorianus at Lens 

asfbr'rihJ’s'*'"^ defeat he extended his conquefts 
aB a r*”".". that be took Toumay, 

to h concluded a peace with the Franks, and 

wumrv they h 'll P“"?- ' ^^e 

Vo, ^ L ^ conquered, fince he grimed the like fa. 
•vour to other nations, whom he dreaded lefs. Prifeus who 

thhk ^ ^ Franks, who had been fent 

ICC of his Jong yellow hairj and adds, that Aetiua 

lib! Hift- Franc. 

9- P* 04. Idat. p. iq, k Jhld i 

p' s]'’ ?v®l‘ '■ P‘ Tur'. 

F J. Val. p. jjo, tjt. Du CJi. tom. i. p. 1 S4. Boch. p. 505. 
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11^2. ■ The Hijldry of the Franht^ 

adopted him for bis fon by prefcnting him with his afmouf^ 
and. treated him^with the greatefl marks of efteem, friend- 
fhip^ and afFeclion p. Upon his leaving iV^nne he was loaded 
with rich and valuable prefcnts, feiit him both by Aetius 
and Valentinian III. then emperor. This young prince was, 
in all likelihood, Mcrovreus, the fucceflbr of Clodio ; for he 
lived in great friendjhip with Aetius, and joiiiei^ him againlE 
Attila. 1 ^ 

Me diftroys Salvianus, whoVrote about the year 440, informs us, 
breves* thafe the city oMVevcs had been tha fourth time pillaged by 
the Franks, and entirely^ dcflroycd The fame writer 
adds, that the Franks made themlclvcs mailers of another 
city equal to Treves in grandeur, and {landing at a fmrdl 
SaitsCo^ diflance from This city can be no other than Cologne, 
kgne, which was occupied by the Franks, as appcar.Sl^isom that 
writer, in the year 440. d'he enemy furprifed the city 
while tli^e chief inhabitants were feailing and revelling, with- 
out the leaft appreheniion of danger (1). As the Franke 
were flill Pagans, the church fuffc red nuich in the coun- 
tries fubjcdl to ^hem; and hence it is, that we fmd no 
bidiops of Cologne named in the eeciulaiiie hiilory from 
the time of Evcrgillus, who is fuppofed to have died about 
the,ycar 430, till^thc lime of Aquilinuf;, wiio govdrned 
that church in the reign of Clovis ^ '1 he churches of 

'Jburnay and Camhriiy fared no better; for they fee m to 
have had no bifliops from thf* year 407, when the Vandals 
Hedies, invaded thofe countries, till* the end of that century. Clodio 
reigned about twenty ycais, fiom the the year 428 to 448, 
when Tyro Profper tells us, that Mcrovicus reigned in 
Frances that Is, in the countries fubjedl to the Franks on 
both fulcs the llhinc. 

Yr. of FI. is a great difiigrccment among authors about Me- 

2^96. rovccus. All we knov/ for certain concerning him is, that 
A. D. 448. upon the new^s of the death of Valentinian III. the Franks, 
^ ^ under the conduct ofMerovxus, ravaged Germania Prima, 
Mtrovaus Belgica Secunda, that is, the provinces of Mentz and 

p Pri fc. Leg.it. p, 40. *1 Salv. Oub. Ijb, vi. p* i33» Coint* 

toin. i. p. 63, 70. s Val. cap, 3. p. 125, 144, 

• 

(I)FatherLeColnteobferves, quite laid afide after the Franks 
that, till this time, Cologne is became mailers of the place ; 
conftantly called Agrippina, and which induced Hincmar, and 
fcldom Colonia ; whereas the fome others, to imagine, that 
latter name univerfally pre- the name of Colonia had been 
vailed, and the former was given it by them (i). 

(0 Coint. tom. i. 

Rheims* 
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iVbeinis ^ Bucherius thinks, that Merovieus died the year 
after Valentinian M. in 456“; but Valefius»fays he lived 
till the year 458 Rcfico writes,^ that he was loved, ho- 
noured, and revered by his people,' as a common father ; 


and that from him the Franks in general were called Mero- 
Tiingians. ,|n a genealogical table of the French kings, pre* 
fixed to a manufeript life of Charles tlte Great, lodged in 
the royal library at BrSflcls, he is madt} the (lock or head 
of the firft race. ^ t . • 

Merovxus was fucceeded by his fon Childeric. When Yr, of Fh 
he was but a youth, he wns taksn prifoner by Attila, with 2S04. 
his mother, and other perfons of diiHnQson ; but delivered ^ 5 ^- 


from captivity by the fidelity, courage, and addrefs, of a 
Frfnk natned Wioinald. This incident hap^pened in the year 
453, wliJn Attila, attempting to pr.fs the Rhine, in order 
to enter Gaul, was oppofed by Merovseus, at the^head of 
the Franks, who had efpoufed his caiife againil his compe- 
titor. Childeric no fooner afeended the throne than he 


began to think of enlarging his dominions, as Aetius, who 
had kept the Barbarians in awe, was now flead. He is faid Ht txftndi 
to have extended bis coriquefts as far as the Loire, and to ins cm- 
have^reduced the city of Paris, after a fitge of ten years 
In the year 470 he made himfelf mailer of Angers, after 
having killed count Paul the Roman 'governor of the place L 
8iich is the account of Gregory of Tours, without aligning 
the caufe of difagreement betwet’n count Paul and Childeric; 
for he had told us, a few lines before, that the Roman gene- 
ral, with the afllltance of the Franks, had made war on the 
Goths, and gained fome advantages over them. Bucherius 
thinks, that the Romans and Franks were defeated by the 
Goths; and founds his opinion upon the authority of 
Sidonius, who writes, without marking any time, that 
the Franks were vanquiflicd, and put to flight, by Eu- 
ric king of the Goths The fame author adds, that Eu- 
ric, after having routed the Franks, entered into an alliance 
with them ; and elfe where fays, that he gave his daughter 
in marriage to Sigifmer, a Barbarian pripce, whom Valc- 
fius takes to have been a Frank This alliance between 
^he Goths and the Franks induced^ in all likelihood, Chil- 
deric to turn his arms againfltbe Romans, and feize on the 
city of Angers, at that lime belonging to them. He like- 
wife made himfelf mafter of Orleans, after having defeat- 
ed Odoacer, who came with a body of Saxons to the relief 


« Sid. Car. vii. p. 34*. “ Bueb. p. ^ Vai. 

lib. iv, p. 189, * Bolland. 3. Jan. p. 140 ^ 

Tur. p. »8*. ’ * Sid. lib. Vii. cp< 3. p. X15. * Val- p- 2J91 
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of rtc place. Gregory of Tours tells us, that Chlldcrfcj 
entering into’an alliance with Odoacerlc^ag of Italy, march- 
ed againft the Alemans, ♦who had e/itered that country, and 
defeated them with great flaughts^-. 

Mf dUj* Soon after his return to* Gaul, he died at Tornacum,now 
Tournay, w'hcre his remains were difeovered in 1653, 
ifiany ^old coins of/hc Roman empe/'ors, and other articles 
of great curofity ami value; among thefe the king’s fignet, 
withahe infcrlption Childerici regis, ond his iraage engraved 
on it, with his long hair covering both his flioulders, and 
a dart in his right-hand. ‘The curious reader will find a 
minute aryd learned account of this difeovery in the Anada- 
fis Childerici, which Chiffletius wrote in 1655, by order of 
the archduke Leopold, at that time governor ofsiu l.ow- 
Countries for Philip IV. king of Spain Childeric, in the 
beginning of his reign, abandoned himfclf to all manner of 
lewdnefs, at the fame time loading his fubjedls with exor- 
bitant taxes and impofitions, to fupply his e^rtravagaut ap- 
petites. At length fomeof thofc, wdiofe w ives and daugh- 
ters he had debauched, revolting, drove him fiom the 
throne. Gregory of Tours writes, that, forefeeing the 
ftcmv he priulentVy retired into the territory of 'J'on^rcs, 
where he continued, tjll, his fubjc(fls returning to rheii- 
duty, he was recalled, and reftored to his kingdom. During 
his abfence, the Franks fubmitted to iEgidius, a Gaul, but 
commander of the Roman troops in that country whom^ 
upon the return of Childeric, they eafily expelled, and re- 
ceived their lawful fovereigii wdth the greateft marks of joy. 
Fredigarius, in his epitome of the hiftory of the Franks, ob- 
ftrves, that Childerici being driven from the throne, fled 
“to Conflantiirople, to implore the protection of the empe- 
ror Mauritius, and returned from thence by fea into Gaul. 
A ftrange anaclironifm ! Mauritius having been raifed to 
the imperial throne near a hundred years after the flight of 
Childeric. Wilthomius, in his Chronicle w'ritten in the 
year 8rc, reads Martianiis inftead of Mauritius; but, ac- 
cording to the brft chronologcrs, Martian died in 457> 
whereas Childeric either fled, or w^as expelled in the yenr,^ 
46?, and reftored eight years after. Befides, Gregory of 
Tours, who lived in the next age, takes no notice of bis 
Journey to Conflantinople ; and Aimonius exprefly tells 
ms, that he kept at a fmall diftance from his own domi- 
nions, not doubting but Wiomald would be able to appciife 
kisfubje£Is, and procure his return. He was received in 

^ Apaflafis Cljild€rict, per ChjfBet. Antwerpiae, 1655. e Greg> 
Ti^r. lib* \\. cap. 11. Fapijr. Malibu. Annal. UbJ. p. 13.- Ai- 
ipoxi» cap. 7. 
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Ills own territories by the Inhabitants ofBarrum, who Went 
out to meet him|*and were, on that account, exempred 
from all tribute, whicli immunity they enjoyed for many 
years. This Darrum FraiKihctte arferts to be Barrum Dlici% 
or Bar le Due ; Belleforelt to b(? Bar on the Seine ; while 
^redius and ChilRctius maintain it to be a place in Brabant, 
or Holland ; for the^’^are of opinionAthat Childeric took 
(belter, not in Tungria, but in Thuringia, as vve read in 
Gregory ofTours *, bi/ that waiter, or his yanferiber, eften 
confounds thofe two countries. Whatever place he came 
from, he was foon followed by Bafina the wife of king Ba- 
finus, by whom he had been eiitertaiird during his exile. 
Sjme French hiftorians endeavour to ma^e us believe, that 
(lie aba^^oned her hufbaiid to follow Childeric merely for 
the f ike of his extraordinary virtue ; but the anfwer (lie 
gave to Childeric, when alked for what reafon fits had left 
herhuiband to follow him, feemsto infinuate, that die was 
not fo much attravSlccl by his virtues, as with the abilities of 
another kind, which it feems he poilefi'ey (JC). He that as 
it may, Childeric married her, and had by her Clodovacus, 
who fucceeded him in the kingdom 

O^odovteus, called alfo Hludovicus, Dudovicus, Ludicin, 
and Clovis, was no fooner raifed, to the throne than he 
thought of enlarging his dominions, which, according to the 
beft writers, extended only from the Wahal to the city of 
Tournay. That Childeric was, at his death, mailer of 1 our- 
nay, cannot be queftioned, fince he was interred there ; and, 
on the other hand, we are certain that Clovis refided at 
Tournay during the firlt years of his reign 1 he kingdom, 
therefore, to which he fucceeded, was bounded on tlie north 
by the Wahal j on the eaft by the city of Tongres, which 
belonged to another ti ?be of Franks, and was not reduced 
by Clovis till the tenth year of his reign, as Gregory of 
Tours relates in exprefs terms ; on the fouth by the king- 
dom of Ragnacharius, who pofTefled Cambrviy ; on the weft 
by the kingdom of Chararic, commonly placed between the 

• 

Greg. Tur. lib. ii. cap. la. ^ Vide Da Ch. totn- i. p. 63*. 


(K) The words of Gregory of 
Tours are tbefe: “His ergo 
regnantibus (imul, Bafina ilia, 
quam fupra memoravimus, re- 
lit% viro fuo, ad Childericum 
venit. Qui cum folicite Inter- 
J’ogaret, qua de cauf^ ad eum 
de tant4 regione veuiflfet, re- 
^oadilTe fertur ; novi, inquit, 


utilltatem tuam, quod fis valde 
(Irennuus ; ideoque veni, ut 
habitem tecum. Nam noveris, 
fi in tranfmarinls partibus ali- 
quem cognoviflem utilltorem te, 
expetiflem utique cohabitatio- 
nem ejus. At ille gaudens cam 
fibi coajugio copula vit.” 
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EfcauU and the ocean. Ragnacbarius and Chararlc were 
iJtewife kings of .jbe Franks; but ruled over different tribes, 
and were quite independent of Clovis, well as of each 
otb<^r. The other provinces of Gaul^wcrc governed by the 
'Romans, by the Viilgotb5, and *’by the Burgundians, who 
all tyrannized over the unhappy natives. Clovis, refolved 
to extend his dominions ; and perhaps, a^ his ambition knew 
no bounds, he beii^ then but in th'b twentieth year of his 
age, afpiring to nothing lefs th^an the monarchy of all Gaul, 
thought it politVc to begin with the*Romans, who, by the 
ruin of the Weflern Empire, were reduced to the lowed 
ebb of power. Syigrius, the fon of ^gidius, of whom we 
fpoken before, held the city of Soiffons. He had fucceeded 
his father in the 'government of that city, and perhaps had 
made himfelf abfolute mafler of it during the ana^hy which 
had prevailed in Gaul, upon the decline of the weftern 
empire, ^fince he is, by Gregory of Tours, didinguifhed 
with the title of king s. Elowever that be, Clovis, being 
refolved to reduce that city, invited Chararic and Bagna- 
charius to aflift him In the enterprize, to which' the latter 
readily confonted ; but Chararic declined being concerned 
in the undertaking. But for the particulars of the rei^n of 
Clovis, wc muft refer the reader to our modern hillory of 
France. ^ 

SECT. vr. 

The Ancient State of ike Burgundians y Alemans y Heruliy 
and Gepidee. 

The Burgundians. 

^T^HE Burgundians, who, upon the decline of the em- 
pire, feized on a conhderable portion of Gaul, and 
founded a new kingdom there, were, according to Ammi- 
anus Marccllinuff originally defeended from the Romans. 
Orofius, who wrote about the year 420, w^as of the fame 
opinion ; “ We are told (fays that writer), that Drufus 
Nero, and his brother Tiberius, the adopted fons of Caefar 
Auguftus, having fubdued the interior parts of Germany,^ 
left feveral camps in the® country, and part of their army, 
to keep the neighbouring people in fubjedfion. From the 
Roman foldiers, who were on this occahon left to guard the 
camps, are defeended the Burgundians. The caftlcs afKl 
ftrong-holds, built for the defence of a country, are by 
Germans called burgts^y and hence the Romans who guard- 
ed them, and- their defeendents, WsCre named Burgundians^ 

z Gr«g. Tur, lib. ii. «p, 27 , ^ Ammian. lib. xxfiii. p. 375- 

Theif 
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"Thcir cortcjucfts in Gtiul^ continues our hiftormn, evince 
diat cht'y were a nftmerous and warlike •nation. As thev 
embraced the catliolic^ faith, the ecclefiaftics, whofe fpil 
ritual jurifdidion they atjcnowlej^ed, have delcribed ?liem 
mild and tradable in their difpofttion; for, in the countries 
♦There they fettled, they treated the natives, not as Grangers 
whom they had fubdu^d, but as brothers in Chrifl K Pliny 
the Elder fuppofes them to l^e a German nation, defeended 
from the Vindili, whom moft writers men^tion as the/ame 
people wdth the Vandals ^ Valefius diftin*guillies the Bur- 
gundiaiis of Germany E^om tl^ofe of the fame name who 
dwelt more to the ealt, on the banks of the Danube K 

The Burgundians of Germany were fometimes in alli- 
ance, ami fometimes at war, wdth the empire ; but never 
had the reputation of a w arlike nation. The writers who ‘TheUafi 
fiourilhed in tbofe times fpeak of them as inferiev in cou- *warlik€of 
rage and bravery to the other Gormans ; and obferve, that 
the Burgundians dwelt in calUcs ami fortified places, ^aUmZ 
whereas the other German nations fcorned any other fence 
but tbeir*arms Molt of them were mechanics, and, be- 
fore they fettled in Gaul, they ufecl to refort in great num- 
ber^ to that country, to earn a livelihood by their refpec- 
tive profellions. As to their form of government, they w^ere 
divided into feveral tribes, each haVing its refpe£live chief 
or king, whofe authority was fo far from being hereditary, 
that it w^as not continued evei! during life. The kings of TMV 
this nation, whom we find mentioned in hillory, are Gun- 
dicar, Gundiac, Bilinier, Gundebald, Sigifnmnd, and Go- 
demar. Thefc princes reignctl after the Burgundians had 
entered Gaul, in the year 407 *, but they had, doubtlefs, 
kings or chiefs long before that period, though n6t men^ 
tioned by the hillorians whofe works have reached us. The T/;^ think 
kings of the Burgundians, as well as thofc of the other 
Barbarians, did not think it beneath them to ferve in the 
Born all armies, to execute fome of the chief offices of the ({igniues 
empire, and to receive, at the hands of the emperors, fuch oftheem- 
dignities as they ufually conferred on th^ir fubje£l:s. Thus 
Gundiac w^as, in the reign of Anthemius, magifier militia;, 
or general of the Roman armies; ,and Gundebald, his eldcft 
fun, patrician. Cliilperic, the brother of Gundebald, had 
been likewife magifter militise, and w'as afterwards created 
patrician ®. His fon Sigifmund, who fucceeded him in the 
kingdom, received from Anaftafius the fame dignity of pa- 

* Orof. lib. vii. cap. 19, k Plin. lib. Jv, cap* 14. p. ^ ^ Vfflef. 
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triclau, on which occafion he wrote to the emperor the foU 
lowing letter :p“ My predeceflbrs and I^have been ever fo 
attached tq the Roman empire, as ty thihk ourfelves more 
honotired by the dignities the emperors have conferred upon 
us, than by the titles whicl? have been tranfmkted to us by 
our anccflors. We command at home ; but think it a 
greater honour to ferpe abroad in your armies 

The life of legal jduels, or duels drdered by the maglf-^ 
trates or judges, to difcovei, from the event, the truth of 
contelted fa(^s, was firfl: introduced^into Gaul, where it 
long obtained, by the Burgiundiaas. Gundcbald was the 
firH: who eilabli{hed«by law this maxim, that thebefl charn-^ 
pion is the heft man, and ought to be believed ; a maxim 
wihich has fo ofjer#' proved fatal to innocence ! This unjuft 
and fanguinary law was couched in the following* words : 
“ Being fully convinced, that many of our fubje^ls fufFer 
tbemfelves to be corrupted .by their avarice, or hurried on 
by their obftinacy, fo as to atteft by oath whalf they know 
not, and indeed what they know to be falfe j to put a flop 
to fuch fcandalous*pra<£lices, when two Burgundians are at 
law, if the defendant (hall fwear that he owes not what is 
demanded of him, pr that he is not guilty of the crime laid 
to his charge ; and the plaintiff, on the other hand, not fa., 
tisfied therewith, (hall declare, that he is ready to maintain, 
fword in hand, the truth of what he advances ; if the de- 
fendant does not ^equiefee, ‘it fliall be lawful for them to 
decide the contr^erfy by dint of fword. This is to be 
likewife underftood of the witnelFes of cither party, it being 
that every man (hould be ready to defend with his 
fword the truth which he attefts, and to fubmit himfelf to 
the judgement ^ Heaven. If one of the plaintiff's wlt- 
nefles diall be killed, all the others (hall be condemned to 
pay imir>cdiately three hundred folidi. If the defendant is 
overcome, the plaintiff (hall receive three times the fum 
which he demanded. It is our will and pleafure,, that this 
law be (iriftly obferved and executed, that our fubjedls may 
conceive an utter averfjon to the deteftable (in of perjury, 
Qiven at Lyons, tffe twenty-feventh of June, Abienus be- 
conful 5” that is, in 5Q1 p. This law was no fooner 
puhliflied, than Avitus, bi^lhop of Vienne, wrote a letter to 
the king, remonftrating, with equal zeal and learning, 
agalii(l tho kijuftice of it, but could by no means prevail 
upon that prince to repeal it 5 on the contrary, it gained 
ground, and prevailed by degrees among the Franks, and 
all the other nations rafidiag in Gaul. 

• Avit. ep. Ixxaiii* p. 137# P Lex ?urg. tit. xlv# 
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As to tlie hiftory of the Burgundians, we find nothing 
worthy of notice wncerning them till tjie ^ear 275, the 
firfi: of tlie emperdfc- Tajitus’s reign, when, in conjunction 
with the Lugians, the Franks, and the Vandals, they ^rc^ficd 
the Rhine, over-ra« all Gaul, and made themfelves mailers 
«f feventy cities and upwards in that country : hut in the 
mean lime Tacitus being afiafiinatedji Probus, who was 
chofen in his room, Vj-archcd ngainlp them, and having 
gained a complete viclory over the Burgundians and Van- 
rials on the banks of Aie Rhine, obliged fliem to fu^ for 
peace ; which was granted, upon their promifing to re- 
llore the booty they had made, and fct, at liberty the pri* 
foners they had taken : but as they did not faithfully com- 
ply wdth this condition, Probus fell upon^hem in their re- 
treat, cut ofF great numbers, and took many prifoners, 
whom he afterwards fcnt into Britain, where thej^ proved 
very ferviceablc to the Romans in ail fcditions and infur- 
rcctions ^ In the reign of the emperor Dioclefian they en- 
tered Gaul again with the Heruli, the Alemans, and the Chai- 
bons or Cavions, a people on no other oi?cafion mentioned 
in hiftory, and of whom all vve know is, that their country, 
as v^ell as that of the Heruli, lay at a great diltance from 
Gaul ®. • 


^ 79 - 

Vr. of FI. 
A. D, *75, 

Bur- 

gundians 
break in/d 
Gaul } kut 
are drioitu 
out by 
F robuf. 


Yr.of FI. 
2635- 

A. D. *87. 


We are told, that the AIemans*and Burgundians were an 
dcltroyed by their owm numbers, wdiich occafioned a fa- defeated 
mine that was follow^ed by a^lague; fo that they were 
eifily defeated by Maximian, v/hom Dioclefian had taken 
for his coadjutor in the empire* Of fuch multitudes of 
Barbarians, a very fmall number is faid to have returned 
home, the reft being carried off by the plague, or put to 
the fword by the Romans. For the advantages gained over 
the Barbarians on this occafion, the two emperors were de- 
creed a triumph, as appears from a medal flruck this year, 
fn 291, a war broke out between the Burgundians and 
Alemans, in which the former feem to have gained confi- 
derable advantages over'the latter ; for we are told that they 
reduced great par#of their country, and that the AlemanS 
W'ere endeavouring to recover wdiat they had loft : this 
* all vve know of that war. In the year 370, the feventb of 
Valeminian I. the Burgundians appeared on the banks of 
the Rhine, to the number of eighty ihoufand fighting men, 
invited thither by Valentinian, who maintained a private 
intellige^nce with their chiefs, and had promifed to pafs the 
llhine, and, in conjunclion with them, fall upon Macrian, 


^ s Tacit. Vit. p. Valef.Ver. Ftanc. lib. i. p. 7, 8. 
Vu. p. Zof. lib. i. p. 664. • Buch- Belg. p. *>!• 
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kif^g of the Alcipans^ with whom they were then at va-» 
rian^e \ but the .emperor, who was e*iployed in building 
forts on the Rhine, not being difpo|ed to^nterrupt the work, 
and jpin th^ni, as he had promised to do, they returned 
home, highly incenfed a^^ainft Valeniipian, by whom they 
bad been thus difappointed and deluded ‘ j but we do noi 
find they committed any hollilitics againft the empire. 

In the year 407,^they followed tht Vandals, Sueves, and 
Alans, who had entered Gauf the laft day of the preceding 
year*; in order tl) fliare with them tht fpoilsof thofc wealthy 
provinces ; but they did npt fetUe in that country till the 
year 413, when, a^Profper tells us, they obtained that part 
of Gaul which borders on the Rhine, that is, according to 
Buchcrius, the prefent Alfacc, and the remaining part^of 
Germania Prima, which, in the opinion of tHS't writer, 
were ceded to them by Honorius Such was the com- 
niencCnfent of the kingdom of the Burgundians in Gaul. 
They continued quiet in the fettlements allotted them till 
the year 435, when, in conjun£lion with the Heruli, the 
Hunns, and theJ^'ranks, they entered* Belgic GUul, com- 
mitting wherever they came dreadful ravages, though they 
bad, upon tbeir fifft fettling in Gaul, promifed to alTifl: the 
Romans, and ferve in their armies as fubje6ls of the em- 
pire. Aetius marched ag«inft them, and having defeated their 
army with great llaughter in a pitched battle, reduced them 
to fuch difficulties, that Guodicarius their king was obliged 
to fue for peace, I which in the end be obtained, but did 
not long qnjoy, being, in the beginning of the following 
year, attacked by the Hunns, perhaps at the inftigation of 
Aetius, and cut off, with twenty thoufand of his fubjedts 
They continued on the banks of the Rhine till the year 438, 
when they were removed from thence by Aetius to the pre- 
fent dueby of Savoy. During their refidcnce here, Gun^ 
<Jiac, who fucceede<i Gundicar, and is thought to have been 
bis fon, joining Theodoric, king of the Vifigoths, about the 
year 456, againft the Sueves, marched with him into Spain, 
fignaiized himfelf in the battle thft was fought the 
{avfie year on th€ banks of the Orbegua, in which the 
Sueves were entirely defeated, their king Rechiarius wound-*’ 
ed, and afterwards taken^ prifoner ** 

Gundiac, upon his return from Spain, feized on part of 
Gaub dividing the lands with the Roman fenators. Vale- 
fius is pf opinion, that he then made himfelf matter of the 
city of Lyons L In 463, Gundiac wrote to Hilarius, bifliop 

t Amm. lib. xxu. p. 577, u Puch. Bclg. p. 440. Idat. 
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of Rome, concerning an affair relative to Die, in Daa- 
pbiny ; whence we #n ay conclude he was. time in 

poffeflion of that .^ty. ^ Some are of opinion, that both 
Die and Vienne were ceded to him by the emperor Avi^us, 
whofe caiife he hao^ efpouTed ^Others think that Gun- 
(iiac, taking advantage of the difturbances that were occa- 
fioned by the dcpofition of Avitus, extewded his dominions, 
and feized on the abSve mentioned cities. It is certain 
that, in the war between the* Romans and Viilgoths about 
the year 470, the Burgundians, under thS command of 
their king Gundiac, and kis fou Chilperic, fought for the 
Romans; as we are told, that they dehinded the province 
of Auvergne againH: Ruric, king of the Vifigoths, being 
jei^ous of the growing power of that prin^. Beficles, both 
Guiidiac^nd Chilperic were at that time magiflri militiae, 
and commanded the Roman troops ; whence it is probable, 
that the Romans either yielded the above mentioned coun- 
tries, or fuffered that people to feize them, not caring to 
quarrel at the fame time with the Vifigoths and Burgun- 
dians. Bl^fore the year 490, the Burgunchans were mailers 
of all Lugdunenfis Prima, which Sidonius llyles Germanica 
Lugjlunenfis, faying it was then fubje6\ to (Shilperic, the 
fon of Gundiac. 'i’he fame writer tells us elfewhere, “that 
when he left Lyons, and retired to Auvergne, a Burgun- 
dian king refided in that city with his queen. Sidonius 
withdrew from Lyons about the year 470, finding himfelf 
obnoxious to the Burgundians, who fufpedled him of pri- 
vately favouring the Franks. Chilperic was likewife mailer 
of the country in which the abbey of St, Claudius was fi- 
tuated “ ; that is, of the country of the Sequani. When 
Sidonius died, Aprunculus, bilhop of Langres, finding the 
Burgundians fufpeiLled he carried on a private correfpon- 
dence with the Franks, made his efcape from the caftle of 
Dijon, and withdrew to Auvergne In 494, Kpiphanius, 
bilhop of Pavia, went to the court of Gundebald at Lyons, 
;ind to that of Godigifcles at Geneva " ; hentc we may 
conclude that the Burgundians were then mailers of all 
thefe places. * 

In the year 473, Gundebald was at Ravenna j he is faid 
to have induced Glycerius to talte upon him the title of 
emperor in that city After the depofition of Gl5xerius, 
fxundebald efpoufed the caufe of Nepos, who was raifed 
to the imperial throne in his place, joining the Romans in 

* Buch. p. 5*5, a Bolland. Mart. »i.p. *65. ** Greg. 
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Gaa! againft the Vifigoths, who, under the command of 
Eurjc, thiurrkjlng, attempted to make themfelvcs mafters of 
Attvergnc *- In the year 480, Ocjoacel, king of Italy, hav- 
ing ceded Provence to the Vifigoths, Gundebald, jealous 
of the increafing power that nation,i claimed part of the 
country that had been granted them. V his claim occafionod 
a war between the two nations, in which the Burgundians 
were fubdued, according to Jornaddes, by the Vifigoths, 
who made themfeivcs complete mafters of Gaul ; but that 
wf itVr was certainly miftaken, as tHe Burgundians were, in 
the year 514, and 528, ftiU malkers of above twenty-eight 
cities, and, among the reft, of Lyons, Vienne, Befan^on, 
and Embrun, which appears from the a6fs of the councils 
of Agde and Ep;<rune, held in thofc times. In the year 4^)0, 
the Burgundians, under the conduct of Gundebald, enter- 
ing Italy, with a defign, as they pretended, to allift Odoacer 
againft Theodoric the Oftrogoth, committed unparalleled 
lavages in Liguria, putting ail to fire and fword, and carry- 
ing ofF, upon their return, fuch numbers of captives, that 
in moft places there were not left fufficient hands to till 
the ground. They met with no oppofition, the Romans, 
who had alvt^ys leaked upon them as their friends anc^pro- 
tedlftrs, not being the leaft upon their guard againft them h 
Gundebald afterwards •declared, that he had adfecl as an 
open enemy, to be revenged on the king of Italy, who had 
deceived him by a falfe aHiunce ; but whether he meant 
Theodoric, or Odoacer, is uncertain. About this time 
Gundebald fent one Laiirentius, a perfon of great difiinc- 
tion among the Burgundians, with the charadfer of ambafTa- 
dor to the emperor Anaftafius at Conftantinople s ; but 
with what commiftion he was charged, we are not inform- 
ed. Two letters have reached us, both written in 497, the 
one by the emperor Anaftafius to Clovis, intreating him to 
prevail upon Gundebald to allow one of Laurentius's fons 
to repair to his father at Conftantinoplc ; the other by Clo- 
vis to Gundebald, w'ho readily complied with his and the 
€i»peror^8 requeft. In the hiftory of the Franks, we have 
liicntioncd the war which Gundebald waged with Clovis, 
li^d his brother Godegifejes, whom in the end he defeated, 
tifnS put to death. Being reftoi^d to his dominions, he 
without itiolcftinghis neighbours, or being difturbed 
by them till his death, which happened in the year 516 
Shme years before his death he vyas inclined to renounce 
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privately the errors of Anus j but cpuld by no memsbc 
prevailed upon, fays (Jregory^of Tours, to apknowlege pub- 
licly the myftery of ihe b^oly Trinity K 

Gundebald was iucceeded by his fon Sigiftnuud, who Smfmumi 
had no fooner takmpofleliion of, his fathcr^s dominions, 
tlvn be difpatch^d aS^baffadors to the emperor Anaftafius, 
at Conftantino})le, acquainting him with his acceflion to 
the crown. In the letVr he wrote on this occafion to the 
emperor, he ftyles his father ohe of Anaibfius's moil faith- 
ful rubje€fs; and adds, <hat the nation wIiIlHi he govcrtied 
had ever acknowleged Anafeahus^for their liege lord ; that. He ac- 
he himfelf deemed it a greater honour.to obey his com- knowleget 
mands than to be obeyed by a whole nation; that thefe timj'elf a 
fcniiiTients were hereditary in his family; tlat his aiicellors °f 

had ever h%d hearts truly Homan, thinking themfelves more ^ ^ 
honoured by the titles, which the emperors had been pleafed 
to confer upon them, than by thofe, however f|iecious, 
which they had received by biith ; that the country which 
it was now his lot to govern, though lying at a great diftance 
from the c 5 pital of the empire, was not, ton that account, 
lefs fubjecH to the imperial crown than thofe that were 
toatijTuous. He clofes the letter thus: ‘',The^Eaft is go- 
verned by your prefence, the Well under your aufpices.* J 3 y 
this letter, therefore, I offer my duty to the grcatefl of 
princes ; and wait, with fubmiflion, your augull com- 
mands Sigifmund wrote a fecond letter to Anaftafius, 
returning him thanks for the honours to which he had 
raifed him, and acquainting him, that, upon his father^s 
death, he had immediately written to him; but that his 
ambalfadors had been Ihopped on their way to Conftan- 
tinople K In this letter, as well as in the former, and in 
a third, which he wrote to the emperor Juftin, he owns 
himfelf a fubje£l of the empire, and the language of a fub- 
jedt to his fovereign prevails throughout. 

There was, doubtlefs, at this time a mifunderftanding 
between Theodoric and Sigifmund, which however did not 
proceed to an open' rupture. Sigifmund, in the fixth year He eaufes 
of his reign, caufed his fon Sigeric to be Inhumanly afiafli- his fon SU 
Elated. Of this murder Gregory of Tours gives us the fol- 
lowing account ; Sigifmund's 6rft wife was the daughter of 
Xheodoric king of Italy, and by her he had a fon named 
Sigeric. Upon the death of that princefs, he married one 
of her domeltics, who, looking upon Sigeric with the eyes 
of a ftepmother, did all that was in her power to inceafe 

J Greg. Tur. lib. ii. cap. 34,. ^ Ayit. ep. xciv< p« 139* 
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his- father againft him. The young prince, indeed, by his 
haughty and contemptuous behavioury increafed the aver- 
^n which the new queen bore hjm a4 a ftepmotherj for 
flia having one day appeared in jhe rob«iJS of his mother, he 
pubiicly upbraided her fw prefuming t/'fliew heifelf in the 
apparel of one whofe menial fervant^'flie had been. This 
bitter reproach galled her to fuch a degree, that, tranfport- 
ed with rage, fhe refolved at all eve'nts to make Sigetic pay 
dear for his infolcnce. Accordingly, as Ihe had great in- 
fluence over her hulband, flie pdrfuaded him, that the 
young prince had formed » defigo of affaffinating him, and 
joining his dominions to thofe of his grandfather Theodoric. 
Sigifrnund gave entire credit to thefe falfe and malicious in- 
finuations, and.liv/ithout farther inquiry, to anticipate®his 
fon’s deligns, caufed him to be ftrangled, while fie was re- 
pofing qfter dinner. He was fcarce dead, when Sigifmund, 
flung with the remoife of fo heinous a crime, threw himfelf 
upon the dead body, and, bathing it in tears, called himfelf 
of all men the moil unhappy ; which exclamation one of 
his fervants heating, « You have but too much reafon, 
(faid he) to bewail your own fate } but, as for yourfon, he 
died free from allcguilt ; and is now happy A fevy days 
after this fatal event, Sigifmund retired to the monaftery of 
St. Mauritius in Valois, to do penance for the crime he had 
committed.; and there founded .what is called by our hifto- 
rian lauspirennis, that is a- fervice to be celebrated night 
and day without intermiffion, by fevcral ecclcfiaftics reliev- 
ing one another. After a fhort flay in that monaftery, he 
returned to Lyons, and there gave in marriage a daughter, 
•which he had by his firft wife Oftrogotha, to king Theo- 
doric or Thierri, the eldeft fon of Clovis. 

War hi- Ai the Oftrogoths, and their king Theodoric, were 
t^ten th$ greatly irritated againft Sigifmund for the murder of his 

"P°" ® of their own blood, 

Clothildis thought this a favourable conjundlure to be re- 
venged on the pofterity of Gundebald, as he was no more, 
for the death of^her father Chilperic, of her mother, and 
her brothers, all maflacred by that prince’s order. Having 
therefore firft reminded ^he three kings her children, Clo-' 
domir, Childebert, and Clotharius, of the cruel and inhu- 
man treatment which het father and mother had met with 
at the hands of Gundebald, -{he exhorted them not to lofe 
the opportunity that prefented itfelf of revenging it on his 
P^erity. As this advice was entirely agreeable to the am- 
lutious views of the young princes, they readily liftened to 

Greg. T ur. lib. hi. cap. 5. 
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It, and began to miike the necelTary preparations. They 
prefled Theodoric, ^^hom their father Clovis had by a con- 
cubine, to join thim in the enterprizc ; but as he had 
married the daughter of ^Sigilmund, and had not been^ in 
any refpe£l injured cithei^by hiry or his anccftors, he de- 
ciared that he wouH^ take no part in a war between his 
brothers and father-in-law, but obferve a ftricl neutrality. 

The three princes, the?eiore, finding they could not prevail 
upon him to join them, took*thq field without him, and, 
entering the dominionsiof Sigifinund, begifti to lay them 
wade. • ^ 

SigiAnund, having collc£ied a body of troops, marched Yr. of FI* 
againfl them ; but, in the battle that enfued, he was de- ^871. 
fcitfed, and obliged to take refuge in a mo^adery, where he 5 * 3 * 

lay fome'^ime concealed in the habit of a monk; but his 7 . . . T 
own fubjcdls, by whom he was abhorred on account of the 
murder of his fon, difeovered him tp the Franks, ^'ho im- afiJ taAsn. 
mediately feized him, and delivered him to Clodomir, who 
had already in his power his wife and children. Clodomir 
fent both the prince and his unfortunate family to the city 
of Orleans, where they were clofely confined. Upon 
the news of his captivity, the greater p^rt of the country 
fubniitted to the Franks. This revolution liappcned,* ac- 
cording to the bilhop of Avranches^ in the year 523. In 
the confuldiip of Maximus, fays that writer in his chro- 
nicle ", Sigifmund was by the Burgundians delivered up to 
the Franks, who carried him away in the habit of a monk, shi^mnnd 
in which they had found him; and afterwards threw him, p^uodtark 
with his wife and children, into a deep well, where they by CUd 9 ~ 
were all drowned. Maximus was conful, as appears from mir, 
all the ancient chronologers, that year. What our chrono- 
loger relates of the unhappy end of Sigifmund and his fa- 
mily, did not happen till the following year, when the 
Franks returning to their own country, the Burgundians, 
who had fubmitted to them, revolting, proclaimed Gode- CoJemer^ 
mar, the brother of Sigifmund their kingi and, in order to king oj the 
induce the Oftrogoths to afiifi: them, at leaft uiideihand, Burgun^ 
ceded to them four cities, namely, Carptntras, Cavaillon, 
•Tricaftinum, now St. Paul-trois-chateaux, and Apt'^. No 
mention is made of any fuccours fent them by the Oftro- 
goths. It is not, however, to be doubted, but that 'Ilieo- • 
done, then king of that nation, who was greatly alarmed 
at the growing power of the Franks, affifted them as far as 
he cou^d, without openly declaring in their favour. 

» Avenf. Chron, ad. am?, 5*j. • Vide Coint, Anna). EceJef. 
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ivews was no fooner brought to the three princes of the 
Franks that*- Goriemar had been procL'i^nied king of the Bur- 
gundians, and acknowleged event in tlpfe countries which 
hai fubmitted to them, than refo jed to take the field 

again': but Clodomir, b<?fore he fet ouj^n his march, order- 
ed, Si^ifmund, with his wife and /nildrcn, to be put^o 
death in the city of Orleans, in th^ manner we have re- 
lated, notwithftanding the remonftranccs and menaces of 
Avjtus, abbot of Mici, a perfon highly efteemed and rever- 
ed all over Gaul for the fanf^dity of his life. Gundcbald 
had caufed the father, mef^her, \>nd brother, of Clothildis 
to be thrown into^a well ; and in the fame manner, by way 
of retaliation, Oodomir ordered Sigifinund to be difpatch- 
cd, with his wife and children. Soon after this^execution, 
Clodomir led his troops againfl: Godemar ; and the two 
armies jnecting at Veferonce, in the territory of Vienne, 
not far from the city of Bclley, a bloody battle enfued, in 
which the Burgundians, after a long and obftinute rcfill- 
ance, were put to flight : but Clodomir, purfuing the ene- 
my with more ardour than caution, was furrounded by 
them, and cut in pieces p. The Burgundians, fays Agathias, 
concluding from •Clodornir’s long hair, w’hich corer^ d his 
fhouldcrs, that he w^af> one of the kings of the Franks, llruck 
ofFh is head, and, carrying it upon the point of a fpear, re- 
turned to the charge ; but were rcpulfcd by the Franks, and 
a fecond time put to flight*. However, the Franks being 
deflituie of a leader (for the children of Clodomir were yet 
TMcrhe^ very young), they readily concluded a peace with the Bur- 
tht gundians, one of the articles of which w^as, that they fliould 
^!a»j*and reftore to Godemar all the countries they had feized during 
Franks* Gregory of Tours fays, that Godemar, having 

raifed a new army, profccuted the war very vigoroufly, and, 
m the end, recovered the kingdom of hjs anceflors. Ac- 
cording to the chronicle of the bifhop of Avranches, the 
battle of Veferonce was fought the fame year in wdiich 
Gddcrnar had been proclaimed king, namely in 524. 

The peace concluded between the Franks and Burgun- 
, dians lafted for the fpace of eight years, at the expiration 

Yr. of Fh of W'bicb time, the two furviving brothers, Childebert and 
Clotharius, again invaded the dominions of Godemar- 
53a. VV'hat gave rife to this ^r, we are not told ; but, fo far as 
' ' me can conje(Slure from Procopius, they were prompted 
itnVfcly by their ambition, to invade a kingdom, which, 
t|i^y were well app rife d, they could eafily redjice-^ Chil- 
two 4 ^b€rt and Clotharius, having made the neceflary prepara- 
|K«ri»xr/« Vr ' 
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7he Hiftory of the Burgundians, 

tlons to Invade the kingdom of Burgundy, folicited their 
brother Theodoric tc3* join them in the eiit42rprizc; but he 
openly declared, thit hejjyoukl take no part in that war. 
This refufal gave grtat oneiy:e to the Franks, who were fvb- 
je£l to him ; indeedV they were dii^pleafcd with his conduct 
tcpfuch a degree, thatVhey openly threatened to revolt from 
him, and acknowlege t^e other two princes, if he did not 
aflift them with all his foices,^and look upon their caiife as 
the common caiife oF the Franks. Theodoric, to quiet his 
mutinous fuhjeifis, told^hcni, that, withaiit*him, his Gro- 
thers were rullioiently powc>*f’,il to».ittack the king of tlie Bur- 
gundians ; that, however, he would not iiihl to join them, 
if they flioiild Band in need of his alTiBar.cc ; but that, in 
the^ean jime, he defigned to lead them \gain(l the inha- 
bitants of Auvergne, who, during the war he Iran lat^ 
waged againft the Thuringians, had given ftrong proofs of 
their difafFeeffion to his perfon and government ; that he dc- 
f gned to lay wafle their country •, and that thofe who fol- 
lowed him^ thither fhould have frec-quarters, and be at full 
liberty to plunder. The fuhje^s of Fhcofloric, allured by 
thefe promifes, refigned all thoughts of jeiuing the other two 
princes in their expedition againft the Bufgundians. Chil- 
debert, therefore, and Clotharius, hoping to compaOf tHeir 
dcfign without the aftiftance of Thdodoric, took the field, 
and, entering the territories of the Burgundians, laid ficge 
to Auguftodunum, now Autun,*obliged Godemar to fave 
himfelf by flight, and made ihcmfelves mafters of his 
kingdom. 

Thus, in a few words, Gregory of Tours gives us an ac- 
count of the redu6lion of the kingdom of the Burgundians, 
one of the moft remarkable events in the hiftory of the 
Franks. And Marius Aventienfis is no lefs*concife on the 


fame fubjedt. In the confulfliip of Paulinus the younger, 
fays that writer, Childebert, Clotharius, and Theodebert, 
kings of the Franks, reduced Burgundy, and having put 
Godemar to flight, divided his kingdpm among ^hem. 
According to this writer, it appears that the war lafted tw^o 
^ars, and that Theodoric dying in the mean time, his fon 
Theodebert joined the other twp princes. From other 
writers Ve learn that, in this war, the Burgundians were 
aflifted both by the Oftrogoths and Vifigoths ; that in fe- 
veral Ikirmifties the Franks were defeated by thofe two na- 
tions ; but that, upon the death of Athalaric, the Oftrogoths 
having withdrawn their troops, the Burgundians were in the 
end obliged to fubmit to the conquerors. Procopius tells 
us, that Godemar was taken prifoner by the Franks, who 
him u.idtr clofe confinement in one of their caftics; 
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tliati lippn his captivity, the Bnrgundians agreed to ferve the 
Frank|% 4 i?eir wars, and tp pay themia yearly tribute, with 
fuch titles and cuftomsias they bad pLid to Godemar and 
hi^ prcfdf ceffbrs 'i. One of thc^pnditLns on M^hich they 
fubmitted to the Franks w^s, though mentioned by Pro- 
copius, that they fiiould be govern^^by their own law&; 
which they actually were till the reign of Lewis furnamed 
the Debonnair, as we fliall relate in another phice. Thus 
the Franks, prompted by their boundicfs ambition, extended 
their dominioifs at the expence of dieir neighbours, till they 
became complete mailers Gaul. 

Alemam, 

ntAif *the Alemans, a nation, who in procefs of time be- 
mofis. Came fo famoits in hiilory, made their firll appearance 
about the year 214, the fourth of the enjperor Caracalla’s 
reign ^ Agatbias, upon the authority of Alinius Q^adratus, 
a Roman biflorian, who wrote in the reign of the emperor 
^ Philip, about tbtf year 247, acquaints u$l that thfc Alemans 
were originally a motly multitude, conhfling of fcvcral na- 
tions, as appears Lorn their very names, figni lying ai/ men^ 
%of men ot all nations. Some German writers^ difl 
id with this etymology, derive the name of Alemans 
the word atelmariy fignifying a man of dlJihUllon * ; 
le other derivation is both more natural and better 
ided. “The Alemans, according to the moil common 
opinion, confilled chiefly of Sueves, who, in procefs of 
time, were joined by feveral other German nations, and 
fome Gauls ; as wc are told by Tacitus, that a confiderable 
number of Gauls, abandoning their own country, went to 
fettle beyond [the Rhine, in that territory which had for- 
tnerly belonged to the Sueves”. The Alemans are placed 
guuntry, A'ureliua Viftor, St. Jerom and other writers, between 
the Danube, the Upper Rhine, and the Mein, that is, in 
the pxefent duchy of Wirtemberg. They w^ere 3 numerous 
and warlike nation, and are chiefly celebrated for fighting 
with great fkill \md dexterity on horfeback They had 
fuch an averfion to flavery, that even their women, fome ofi» 
whom were taken prifoners by Caracalla, chof# rather to 
die than to be fold for Haves. Caracalla, however, ordered 
them to be fold 5 but preferring death to flavery, they laid 
irioknt hands-on themfelves, fome of them having firft dif- 

Procop, Bel!., Goth. lib. i.eap. 13. r Var. p.473. • Agatb. 
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pzfched their children r. Their government was monar- TMrgr- 
cbical; ft>r we fin^ fcveral of their, kings i^entioned in ver/tmrrtt 
hiftory» of whom v-e Oiall foon have occahon to fpcak. As 
to their religion, tlfcy w^rflupped the fame deities that \vcrc 
“adored by the otheAGermafi natiojis. 

^ In the year 2 r4,\aracalla is faidto have made war upon Yr. of FI. 
the Cenni, or, as feme read, the Chattl, the Alemans, 
and other German nations. The Alemans, it feems^ had A. D. 314. 
joined the Chatti or Catti ; a\id Caracalla, under pretence "" “ 

of fuccouring another lation, with whom tliey were af va- o^Z-come 
jiance, made war upon thgm, apd is faid to have defeated byCam'^ 
the Alemans on the banks of the Mein/. He afterwards calla, 
concluded a peace with them, diltributed large fums among 
thgm, lifted great numbers of them in bisVrmy, and fome 
even fervftd in bis guards, choofing rather to truft his life 
to them than to, the Romans. Aurelius Vi^^or adds, that 
he often appeared in the clrefs peculiar to thofe Bafbarians, 
wearing falfe hair of the fame colour with theirs*. In con- 
fequeneq of the victory he gained over the Alemans, he 
took thoTurname of Alcmannicus\ ln«the year 234, the 
thirteenth of the emperor Severus Alexander, the Alemans, 
and other German nation^, having paflec^ the Rhine, made 
thei"fffelves mailers , of the forts built on the banks of that 
river, and entering Gaul, ravaged the country. Alexander, 
who was juft then returned from Perfia, where he had 
gained great advantages over Artaxerxes, upon the news of 
this irruption haftened to Gaul, and advanced, without 
lofs of time, to the banks of the Rhine. But the enemy 
having repafled that river upon the news of his approach, 
he ordered a .bridge to be thrown over it, with a defign to 
attack them in their own country, as foon as the feafon 
would allow him, to take the field. 

But he being in the mean time afialEn^^edby the mu- 
tinous foldiery," Maximinus, who had them to 

this a£l, and was chofen in his roona, caittJUeid Germany 
early in the fpring, at the head of a mighty army, tayaged 7heir 
the country wherever he came, burnt the enemy’s h^bita- 
tions, carried off their corn and cattle, ^and took a gre^t 
• number .of prifoners. We are told that feveral battles were 
fought in the woods and marfties, \n each of which the em- 
peror kyied many of the enemy with his own hand For 
the fignal advantages he gained in this expedition over the 
Alemans, and o^hfiu: German nations, the fenate decreed 

y Dio, lib. Ixxvii.*p..876. * Oatacal. Vit. p, S7. * A«r. Vi6t. 
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title of Germanicus, wMcfi k 
^IwirM* * • ^ feverai of his medals. The Alemans 

')^Gaul ' quiet fr»(it thi» time to the yfisr 7^6, the fourth 

’ 0 ul haly, Vwef^atv’s Kignl'.wlMn, making an ufjiexpcdied irruptiotr 

i' 5**®y wa£t,e tliat-couat^, while the Juthon- 

the Alemans who on the banks of t^p 
potye;! -Italy. In Gaul tlby were defeated, and 

Whd* tty repaw -the Rhine,, by P^fthumius, governor of 

thofe provinces. In Italy tbdy advanced as far as Milan, 
'#«*» gain, deifroying the ‘country with fire and fword ; but their nu- 
great roerousarmy, confifting thr«e hundred tboufand men, 
were defeated in, the neighbourhood of that city by Gal- 
lien 

Wolfed no.^' ther mention made of them till the firft 
^ar ol,j^<lmpehor Claudius,wherr the Juthongiins, mak- 
ing an incurfihtt into Italy, advanced without oppofition as 
r TTi Benacus, now Lago di Garda, near Verona, 

'**6*6 had n© fooner fpppreffed the rebellion. of Aiweolus, 

' • who had aflumed the purple, than he marched againft 
theny,' defeated them in a'pitched battle, and havhig cut off 
great numbers, obliged the reft to quit their booty, and lave 
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pimhrs by a precipitate fligh^to tEeir own country-. 

$h$nt cut N^iwkhftanding this defeat,^ mf no fooner beard or the 

t death of Claudius than, joining the Marcomans, they re- 
ived to invade Italy again, Bnt Aurelian, who fucceeded 
laudius, jraving timely notiec of their march, left Panno- 
nia, wherdiW then wa8y.and meeting them with the flower 
of his arm^ m Vindelkra, which com preh ended aM the pre- 
fent Bavajrni^actd a great part of Swabia, obtained a com- 
plete viaory cnrci them, and clofcly purfuing threat off 

f reat nuxnbef^.^iiao. they n attempted to pafs* the Hannbe, 
(umhlod^^iodifafter, they font ambafladors to the em- 
“‘■^^cnew Uicif.anoj^cnt alliance with the em- 

^ ^ ^ y^werg allowed to rctiwft nrwnolcfted to 

^ their retreat^ 
ArU army, to guard the banks of the 
^la^ror lefn^g to Milen to any termsy. 
re<^«5ed to dcfpair, after various debates and 
refolved ait length to enteritai}^ 4n€e they* 
not rrtarii to thdr country; and aiec^dii^ly, 
paif^ Bngnardod i&r the emperor only 

retfeal), as fair as«accn- 

^1^ AttieiSani could EtS and iiNioagcd 

the coi^ry as they advan<^ ^ 
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A? tfte ernperar apprdich^d, t1l^^'a3«l^lcd themfelVts 
in the iifeighfaofuring«»^oodss whence fatly lug out upon him 
in the flight, they jtoined a complete viaoiy which threw 
all Italy, and RomI itfelf, jnto the utmoft confleniation. 
The bonks of the S^ls were consulted on Jjjls occafion by 
the emperor’s orders\^d feveral ceremonies performed to 
avert the impending (t^m 5 bctin the mean time AureHad,. 
having received ftrong reinforcements from IllyrfcfilS, 
rufhed unexpectedly upon the%nemy in the neigh bonrlyjod 
ofFanum Fortunae, noVTano^ and totally defeated them. 
Such of them as efcaped froikTlie hrft battle were flain in 
two others, one of which was fought in the neighbour- 
hood of Placentia, and the other in the plains of 
or Pavia. Thus was the whole multitude 3^ 0fF‘t6,lman ^ 
About four years after this event, the wlfio dwelt 

near the Rhine, made an irruption into Gitil, byt were 
forced by Probus, who then commanded iiii thofe parts, to 
repafs that river, and return home 5. They continued 
afterwardis in a ftate of tranquility, without molefting either 
their neighbours or the Romans, for thc*fpac,e of eleven 
years, that is, till the year 285, the third of Dioclcfian’s 
reign^ when they^aitcrnptcd, it feems, to enter the impire; 
as Dioclefian is laid to haife made war upon them, and to 
have gained fome advantages **. Ift 287, they made an- 
other incurfion info Gadl, In conjunction wdth theBurgun* 
dians, Heruli, Cavians, and*' other barbarous nations j but 
were moft of them cut ofF by Maximian, or deftroyed by 
famine K For the great advantages gained 0 Vcr them by 
Maximian, a triumph was decreed by the fenatc both to 
him and DlbcleHan, as appears from a medal ftrtick this 
year 287. In the following year Maximian pafled th<? 
Rhine at the head of a nartiCrdus army, and ^teying 
country of the Alemans, waftc Cam# 

with fire and fwordJ thii ex1^ e ^j | |ll >y • f 

dible number of captives, his 

panegyrift, is to be c^^dofted, f w At 

the fame thne Dioclefian entered Gerrpany^iHiiOtt^ Ilh*cia, 
and is faid to batye extended the cpfilfeies of the empire ter 
^hc foiircb' of Danube. In thf year 291, ttie Burguii- 
diarts piaft of the country belonging to the Ale- 
mans ; which gave rife to a v^ar betweetf 

thole i bt^ is nr the liTae of this war^ i^e ^re 

left the difk. ’ 

r Aur, Vit. p. 11 5.^ Kfm. Epit. t Prob. m p. » jy. 
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In.t^ C^^rus, i$e father of Csn- 

ilanti^ the^QrejIj gaiufd a hgnal vj^aory over the Alc- 
niapSj.Who enteriog Caul vith a numerous army^ came 
upon hipa uncx{>C)£4e<ilyi vvhile he«had Lut a fmall body of 
ttoops under his pe^mand. Ht was ^liged at gift to re- 
ti^,j|B 41 heltelP*^imfelf within tliew^is of Langres ; but 
arriving a few hour&afterilifhad entered that city, 
•Hi^Wched out, joined his other fofees, and engaging the 
enemy, gained a complete ,»iiiory >=. In this battle the 
Alemans loft ftsty thoufand men, && appears from Eutro- 
pius, St. Jerotn', Orofius J',.an<ev^n from Zonaras The 
Alemans, difpiritpd. by fo great a lofs, did not offer to dif- 
of the empire during the remaining part of 
the r^||ji6f C^tantius : but in the firft of his I'on Cpn- 
ftantioc^^e*MJan again to make inroads into Gaal, which 
irritated thf^ltohcc to fuch a degree, that, having taken 
feme of their^fcings prifonets, he expofed them to be de- 
voured by wild beafts in the magnific ent fliews which he 
KhSbited. Neverthelcfs, in 310, the Alpmans, in con- 
j^naion with the Bruaerians, Cherufeans, amt Chama- 
yians, having crqffed the Rhine, laid W'afte the neighbour- 
ing produces } but Conftantine marching, ^ajnft them, over- 
came the allies in a pitched battjj, and d^^ed them td quit 
their booty, and repafs the Rhine On' account of this 
yiaoryhe is fuppofed to have taken the title of Maximus, 
which we find on his coins,ftruck this year v. From this 
time no nje^ion is made of the Alemans till the eighteenth 
of Conftaitick^’s reign, when they attempted to break into 
Italy; an Ittvafion which obliged the emperor to take 
t)ie field. They had already advanced as far aa,the lake 
Or,Cou|lanc^,,^,hen ,^e detached againft them Atbe- 
his army. This general falling into 
butfomeofthe 
W'^deij^him, engaging the enemy 
without ^s,0|)ders, put the Alemans to 
. wi|h. this, ^all advantage, 

fetuiJ^d 1 1, tithe courie of the fame year an- 
tJjSfier hody^gf Afet!«i»). 1 breaking into Cawl. with the Franks 
fi|d Saxons, took arid pftindered above.fbcty towns on the. 
Writs 4 the Rhine, and*amoMthe,r|ft 4 W?cHy>iCoJk)gne, 
wpichv they tdmoft entirely ruined. , .,1 . :iiv4'' 

, :|rn ^pnfcquence of thefe ravages jtdfift4nt^5, „«»willing 
.tb leave Ituy tnd march againft the tiq. jper- 
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Ion, ►raifed Julian to thcdiftiitfofCsefe^,andlbiitWm to com- 
mand the 'R^man foraeft in OaiiK J ulian, f«Qn '*^rcr his arri- ' 

val, led all the tro|p8 he conW alTembIc againft the Ale- dr%$MPi^t 

mans, who had adjancca far as Lyons, with a defign to Julhm* 

^urprifc that city the enem^y retiring upon bis ap- 

|yoacb/ he waited them in the pafies, through which 

they were to return their own country, and there cut 
moil of them in pieces. A fmall number only, who took 
their route through the prefent Switzerland, had the good 
fortune to make their escape, being fuiFered to pafs uiimo- 
iefled by Barbatio, anothe^^ Ron^an general, who M^as en- 
camped at Bafle, and is fuppofed to hat*e had private or- 
ders from Conltantius to counterafl all the defigns of Ju- 
lia*. Be that as it may, Julian having thus drivcrf th» Ale- 
mans out*of Gaul, undertook to rebuild the Tres Tabemse, 
a fort near Argentoratum, now Strafburg, Imdwn at pre- 
fent by the name of Saverne, which the enemy had demo- 
lifiied. He not only repaired the ancient fortifications, J»ut 
added new work^.}tored them with provifions for a whole 
year, and left a^ltiumerous garrifon in the ^lace to keep the 
neighbouring country in fubje£fion ^ In the mean time 
a nujjierous bodyt)f Alemans, falling up^n Barbatk) while 
he was engaged in laying a bridge of boats over the Rhfhe, 
killed numbers of his men, took the greatefl part of his bag- 
gage, wafte the neighbouring country, and returned 
home loaded with booty. Elated with this viflory, they 
aifemWed in great numbers under the bann^^bf Chnodo- 
marius, and fix other kings, and encamped l^fthc neigh- 
bourhood of Strafburg. Being informed thetc^ a deferter, 
that Julian’s army wasonly thirteen thoufand flrong, Chno*' 
domarius had the arrogance to fedd a itiefiengCt ito him, ^ 
commanding him to quit a country which the had 
acquired by their courage and valour*. Libanrij^^wls, that, 
the mefienger produced letters from Con ft ahf^fith which 
he ceded to him that country *. . _ ■ 

Julian ho weii|r, paying no regard to tbcjfe credoaiaate, 
detained the mellehger as a fpy, and purfued the works be 
had begun at Saverne, till he received intelligence that the 
^nemy, having paflTcd' the Rhine, were advanced within 
twenty miles of his^eafipi^ ' Then, *difcontinuinj^ the woric, 
he marched diredily .againft them, and engaging the fame 8705. 
day, though his men %cre tired with their |ong march, A. D. j 57 , 
gained a completife victory. They were thirty-five thotifand — 
rtfong, headed by feven kings, ten ^inces, and fcTcral 
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Jong for. the gafo^^wav, nor 

?€!?'/*.. cpttjd^l^, iR^ith .al! his mtfry^ prevail upon them 

<=*^argc; bu|Ul3p||ivjgor(atta refi^ 
made IfPe fopt fo di%artencd.|he /darbariaii^^ that de- 
foaifftl|-^ ;thc pradicabiiity to hrsaM^m, they began 
ah|Ee much of their impetuofity ; a circumftance which the 
perceiving, availed thcmfelves of, made a vigorous 
effort, and charging the Baibarians, already quite exhaufted, 
at length put them to flight, and pwrfued the fugitives with 
great llaughter} many of \phomjvere drowned in the Rhine 
. attemptifag to cfofc that river. Chnodomarius himfelf was 
taken prifoner and prefented to Julian, who fent him to Con- 
ftantips, ‘by syh(iSe order he was conveyed to Rome, where 
}ic 4ied Jbpst ffWr a natural death. In this battle j’ulian loft 
only four and two hundred and forty-three private 

inen. Pf HierilJemans fix, or, as fome write, eight thou- 
(and men were killed in the field j but a great many dead bo- 
dies were feen floating on the river. ^|teus Jays, that 
igssty thoufand o^ the enemy were killefX^ tbtrjfpot, and 
ttearkjjien equal number drowned ; but he mufl certainly 
feavepefco miftalqtn. Julian himfelf ftyles the, battle of 
Stralbttg tt Aiccefsful ai^ion, which eeftored Gaul to its 
ancient ^berty ”. Mamertinus fays, that by this fingle bat- 
tle the way was ended, and Germany ruined. It Is at leaft 
eertain, that the Barbarians were entirely driven out of 
Gaul- the field of battle, returned to Saverne, 

and, haviii^f^pftied the works, advanced with his whole 
ftpiy to ItSsfeRter' where he built a bridge over the river. 


and ent 
of the 
%e fn 
turned 
wbicRt 



GejFaaaoy,.<{^ntinued ravaging the .-countries 
thuir allies till after the equinox, when 
ited, him from penetrating farther, he re- 
, ^tet having repaired the caftle of Trajan, 
- aOO finall diftance from the prefent city of 

.^r’V*iP®>ft, and granted to the Al^ajans and their allies a 
tnisdipK IW ihonths, upon their pfomifini^ fumilh am- 
ply ik«th ptorifions the fort that was hui}dil| jn their counr 
^w. np fooner expired, than fulian, palling 

thePhineon a bridge of boats, )^^‘<^tered th? country* 
the Alerpans, and. obliged tproinfjl^iblc kings, Suomarins 
and Hortarius, to fub for peace,* . he granted upon 
their fending back all the nqman ctl|^res, andforni&ing 
(imheMton* and.pthtaS'materialsj, to rept& the dtics which 
aheyhadpartiydeft#}!^.-. , n' 

• ■ ''■'is'-fji-' :^v'v' ■ ' 
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Having bce 7 often |WeasS%\t ^ r 

far, th^ continue^^ ^^iet jjltiring the greater *arr nfj*" 

?/»“£« frl ps?i-pfc«, oftoben^; 2";j' 

forces winch the Alemans, and othe? barb*arous n2s 
were faid to be raifing witlta deSgn to invade that coun^J’ 

The emperor advanced as f^r as Rheims ;• but the Alemans 

:r!c^a?t:r:^^S ^ 

In the mean time the Alemans, having in the denth of ^ri ^ 

ZI’T/r'’" '■■' '“■ in tp&I” 7 ,t 

the ftandLu f ,7’ ““^mpted to oppofe them, took 
the ftandards of the Batavians and Heruli, flew count Cha- 

Tietta, ai>^ wounded count Severianos, who had the com- 
mand of a bodj- of troops «. Zoflmus fupf ofes Valentin Jn 
himfelf to have been prefent at this battle ; but it ij plain 
accqfdmg to Ammianus, that he was then^t Paris-tWhence' 

K defeat of his troop*, he *difl 

patched Dagalaiphusto prevent the* evil confeq^ces that 
were likely to attend the late defeat. Dagalaibhus. pre- 
tending he had not fufEcient ftrtngth to enga« the enemy 
who were feattered about the country in feV^great bodieS 

fore recalled, and Jorinus, gentsfai of t»i JibJfe, appointed 

batSes^S A h ii6. 

oattlCs, ttiehrft of which was Scarw — 

ironna. now Cha 


me II FIX 01 wnich was loug^at ai^ci^Jcd Scar- — — 

ironna, now Charpeigne, bet ween fecond art tltm 

m the neighbourhood of the JVttfelfelr anf^SShirH 


^ oeiwcen iOwwtrJ 
tn the neighbour hood of the JVttfelfelr awJ Mthird near 
Chalons on the Mart^ In the laft of tbe« tnifeagements 
Ae enemy fought with mucJ, r^6lbtion-l|td iStrepidity. 
and the Roma^ were once in great dar^ei^ 
defeated, the fudden flight of a tribune bi«nfc; d^ritel 
^ e troops nnder his command. However Totft&s, inftir- 
t" j /"k’ ®'’®rage, 105! them on to fhe cha^, 

and inefliag wM|,-'^*|%efolution and intrepidity uppn the 
enemy obliged *6' fly precipitation. 5h tbb 
enerny s fide fit* thotsiftd *vere killed on the fpot, imd four 
thoufand wounded 5 whweas the Ms of the Rpmans did 
not exceed four hundred killed SadjSfeanded. ‘.’The enemy 
VKlrdrcw m the night j but wtaet^ifrcepilcd Jii their 

, »‘ 4 imiiiiaa hb. sxvii. p. 334. 5v, p, 74®, 
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R(h- 

mans 

: »ne itf ther 
ktn%s ti b4 
^r^cher» 
^^4Sfy wur* 

itrU 


'fix #s*. 

iflifftam 
l^wrf tkfm. 


tr|! 9 | byi£^Tj^}.|K|rti^ |4l|t owtfcyjoviiius for thal: parpofc; 
mfpttMieh, ^od fortune to make 

thoii efcapc, Ofi<; thdr^ki0|^ was taken prifoncr^ and 
bsMii^d by thofe wb# tool|( him ; whigb bafe 
a^i0ll;|^|loked Jdpnu^ fudb a Scgfe, that be would 
.duive fiufiidt^d with dea% the tfibune^S^; commanded the 
partyi had he not found, upon a flri^ enquiry, that be had 
done all that lay in* his power ,to reftrain the fury of the 
incenfcd foldiers. * 

Id tbe.clof» of the following year 367, the Alertians, 
notwithftandlng the lofs t^^ey had fuflained the preceding 
year, uncxpe£tcdl3t pafled the Rhine, and having taken and 
plundered the city of Mentz, while the emperor was em-^ 
ploye4 in®fome (Jther expedition, committed dreadful fa- 
vages in the neighbouring provinces, under the ci^ndudl: of 
Rbando, erne of their princes. The Romans, to be revenged 
on the Alemans^ had recourfe to treachery ; and caufed 
Vithicablus, a prince of the fame nation, to be aflaflinated 
by one of his own people, whom they had corrupted by 
tjieir eniiiTaries. *Vithicabius was the fon of VoQomarius, 
and a p^Qce of great addrefs, intrepidity, and refolution. 
V^lcntj^an^ havi^jg fpent the following winter at Treves 
in makibgi yaii* preparations to attack the Alemans in their 
own co^^i ionk the* field on the feventeenth of June. 
Having aflfembled all his trqops, he crofled the Rhine, en- 
tered the country^ and advanced, without the leaft 

oppofition, to C‘^l»ce called Solicinium, which the modern 
geographers city of Sultz on the Neckar. 

The Aien:^at^,,bj|i 4 f]^bfted'*®e qn a high and fteep 

nioqntain notwithftanding their advan- 
tageous them with great intrepidity, 

and thoudLj|||iyml»tiilG^, repulfed, diflodged thern the 
endj, Some of th^ 

enemy favour of the night; but the 

greater the fword, their retreat being 

cpt Sebafiia^) at the head of a firong detach- 

battle^ which was fought at a fmall dif- 
tyii ^ j iip^ifae naad of the Neckar, in the prefent duchy 
emperor returned, to" Treyes, as the 
fpafon w^s already far advanced, and t^re gave audience 
ti;^^d>eij^^fisidor« of "the Alemans fuing for peacje ; which 
% jgratili^ bpt upon what t 0 is 0 s we arc not told. 

.pacb^lion was of fhorc dufai^on ; for two years 
after them 'appeared on tb^ banks of the Rhine eighty 
l||Oufand i|urgund|^|^;,J^J|0^ yaleqtipian had invited to 


f 4n]iidii||«lib. axvii. p# |49, 35^. 


join 



The 


the ^lans. 




join him agrihift Macnanus,,king of.the Akmans : but the 
emperor being thenjbuficd-ki foitiff^g tjjie banks of the 
river, and unwilling to ir^wupt that work, the Burgun- 
dians retired, without ^ffbfing to inoleft the Alem^^s. 

However, Theodoljua, father to empcrc^ of that name, 
taking advantaf^ bf^e confternation the Alemans were in, 
anade an irruption in® their country, and returned with a 
confidcrahk* number of prifoners, to '^^hom the emperor 
granted lands and fcttlemcnts*on the banks of the Po. 

In the following yea* Valeiitiniari unexpectedly invSded Hi inrfAdts 
tlie country of the Alemaus, hoping to furprife Pvdacrianus thiir 
their king, whom he chiefly dreaded \ bpt Macrianus bav- 
ing received timely notice of his approach, faved himfelf 
by^flight i and the emperor returned to "Pjeves, after hav- 
ing deflrfvcd the country round Mentz belonging to the 
Ademans, called Bucinobantes, to whom he gave one of 
their own nation, named Fraomarius, for king: •but the 
country being entiiely ruined, Fraomarius w^as glad to re- 
lign his new dignity for the command of a body of hij? 
countrynibn then quartered in Britain ^ ^ext year, Valen- 
tinian'^pafling the Rhine in the beginning of the fummer, 
committed lome ravages in the countrj^of the Aiemans, 
and Undertook the building of a fort in the iteigbbourbood 
of Bafle, to curb the Alemans on^ that fide I but in the 
mean time the Sarmatians and Q^adians having .xavaged 
Pannonia, and cut in pieces tv^io Roman 
peror refolved to march again ft them in As he 

could not leave Gaul without con dudii^y peace Vi th the 
Alemans, who, he was convinced, woultfnbt iail to pillage 
thofe provinces upon his departure, nc,ihtyitcd Macrianus 
to an interview in the neighbourhood The king Vr. of pi* 

of the Alemans complied with the invitation though * 7 * 1 . 
at firft he betrayed great haughtinefs/.jn ftcingiis friend- ^ 374 * 

Iliip thus courted by the emperor, yet at laft he accepted ' 

the advantageous terms iliat were ofered ba^>an4 ever aftex ^ 
continued a faithfulally to the Romans V S^^iY^iS^^ftcr pgaanui^ 
a war being kindled between thc Alcmap^ a«N4F|^l5s, Ma- 

crianus, having invaded the en€itiy’S‘Ct>niltryr^wa|t hilled 

•an ambufeade bj Mellc^Jaudes, a warlike prince of that^- 
tion. '■ ^ ' '\V 

In. the year 378, the Goth^ who had beenm^mitted hy 
Valens into the empire^ having revolted, and defeated fe^ 
yeral Roman armies ftm againft them, Gratian, alarmed at 
the danger that threatened the eaftern provinces, refolved 


* Aramian. lib. ;|cxip*'JbNl* P* 39^ ’ ' • Won# lib# ax X. 
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wafe ifl fente employment attbc>ii^»Stian S 
.^#e;leaft tegan! to'the treaty th^ad .concluded 
e r., th,ey pared the R^,1ne. and wafted the neTch 

^of FI, boimrig provinces. They were tepulfed at firft by the fc 

gr, ^ of fo<ty tlwnfand' fighting men, Gra. 

'*'®s obligad-eo recall the troops that were alreadv on 
tUcir march into Illyricum, and to fend fhem r#>* f ^ i 

/jw.", ,koft w. as 

%,ugiterij, oWo^hr"lf king of the ^'ranks, to 

enemy, and to force them to rel 

Sfoe^o ?^r A generals gave them battle at a 

place called Argentana, now, as is' commonly believed. 

S^^l‘'y;"fo''o'- in number, ^gained a 
^ thoufand of the enemy being killed 

on the .^,^d the reftcither flain in the purfuit, of taken 

of other peffons 

*t |rm_^inp}oni were in the number of the dead ^ 

^ft(^- ^., idftWy, Gratian pafled the Rhine at the head of 
‘Jo. ono'ny’s country, obliged them 
barren mountains, where he 
“H ‘i’oy '»'«« forced by famine to fub- 
conqueror thought fit to impofe 

"*^n*ion is macie in hiftory 

tf i(Li- tfihute^^L'^^^iiinB.^*** ‘^°'”‘n'on, paying him a yearly 
rrmute,.*«|| Ids an^y qua„fi,jgj 

■■ ■ he Aouglit^t to demand. In 

i tile AII^S was allowed 
. ? paTrpf the prefeat Switzerland, which is 
f Jura from Francbt; Comte, and by“ 

' ■“ ih^efrom the prcfeiit Savoy 

\ ^ ^nrins, who Wiotc his com. 

ll",*«w»w|'wraeting on the L«najS»fe, or lakc of Ge- 


. ■* Yd 
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rhe of the . < 

neva, was inhabited by the AlemdfifJ^ We find no far* 
thcr mention made of ]t#.yei^ 477, ^hcn 

Aadoacrius/king of kihg of 

Franks^ ag^Wft’thofc crihSteii^aon who had 

f^cH am^a|j|to' 4jps» and matke inroads' both 

ihm Gaul great numbers to (f^ath, and flrip- 

ped them ^ the boo^^hich they had a little before brought 
from Italy ^ » 

XJbon the deftruGion of tfie Weftern empire, the Ale- 
mans fubdued that part# of Gaul which is flow knowfl by 
the name of Alface, where they fettled «; Thefe being 
joined by their countrymen in Germ'anjj, and thofe who 
dwelt betweep Mount Jura and the lake of Geneva, in the 
year 496, entered Germania Secuuda, whi\h then»be!onged 
to the Ri^uarian Franks, , and wafted the country with fire 
and fword. Sigebert, kingof the Ripuarian Franks, unable, 
to make head againft them with his own forces alone, bad 
recourfe to Clovis, king of the Salian Franks, who imme- 



diately joined him. The two kings, after their junction, Yr. of FI. 
engaged the Alemans, and gained a complete viGory at »8+4.. 
Tolbiac, thought to be the prefent ZuTpick, ^out four 49®* 
leagues from Cologne. After this defef^t thoie Alemans^ 
who had fettled in Alface, and in the neighbourhood of»the 
lake of Geneva, acknowleged Clovis for their klng^' Others fy chvis^ 
took refuge in Rhaetia and Noricum,’ being ^lpiy^ 4 |SO.relide amidif* 
there by Theodoric, king of Itaiy. Tho tratif- 

planted great number««of them into the 

reft to fettle in the countries between the Da- 
nube, which were fubj^ to him. ^ FrOni the A- 

lemans had no king of their own ; bat continued, as they 
were difperled in fcveral countries,;^abj^ partly tq the 
Oftrogoths, who were mafters of itklyi ateA |»filyito the 
Franks, who were lords of Gaul. Wfetaa the Gift rogotbs 


ceded to the children of Clovis whatevfcr they held out of 
Italy, all th^ A|emai^, except thofe whom ^flieodoric had 
tranfplantcd in^^j^tvoqa^try, fujbmitted to^thc FjjigJfS, as 
IhaU ifdaterirf kut y^iy of 


Th- Gepi4^^ 

, <W>,' .V'’,!'' *' * M' • )' I'-' 

GeptdaB 

tion. JoToandes^ faking of theha, giwak^tts tlfe 
account of iheir aame^^isMtwrigm : tne G^tl^ Sector 

diii^via uud^ Ac conduG of put to (ca with 




of th mpid*. 




^hey defeat 
^he ifuro 
gi*n^ijm j 


de* 

^^itdhjn , 



4 ^ pnly. of thefe, failing flower than the 

nn^h^ ^-r ^ CaUed ttepanta, fignifying in the 

fe«JCC ttfce name of Geoanta? 

tlf t peopleuas a term 

J terms 

^ tlw Goths,. the Vandals, the the Gepil 

^ were origihaUy the fame natio^j that thw had the 
ftme, cuftoms, manners, religion, add language 5 and that 

leaders •. They entered Scythia with 
the o^er Goths, and fettled in jhc neigbbourh^d of the 
fanais and 1 alus,M*otis. There they continued till the 

reign of Arcadius and Honorius, when their numbers be, 
mg greatiy incis,t.fed, they approached the Danube, and 
k^'^* f crofled that river, dwelt in the neigh- 

bourhood of Sing.dunum and Sirmkm, about the year 400. 
where they ftill were when Procopius wrote his hilloty. 
They had kings of the.r own, and formed a feparate and 
cliftindt nation both from the Oflrogoths and Vifi troths ; but 

mSStaly afterwards 

Under the con^uft of their king Faftida, they gained a 
complete w-Sory over the Burgundians about the year ^45. 
The ^r^04ans whom they overcame, and almoft extir- 
patc^..l^0, ateording to Valefius, a different nation from 
the Brng ^p^iigilgl irbo afteni'ards fettled in Gaul. Be that 
as elated with his fuccefs againft the Bur- 

guni«j«»x^^|^d a meflenger^Jio Oftrogotha king of the 
Gotbi^vacqte^^g jjim, that as the Gepidie were greatly 
*ao^i»o^,fi%^ant of room, he ihtift either grant them 
1^*, pt pr«pa«5ftfor .star. Oftrogotha anfwered, that he 
Jhp9ild.,h«4*«ijtv«a(irtUmg to make war upon his kinfmen • 
l^t ws de^mKs^d -to part with no land. In confequenee 
c* this aBfwer,., Faftida, entering the territories of the 
them wafte 5 a circumftance which 
«o l^er p^derftood than^>, Ijtaving Moefia, 
,^ich':E^ Sit^;tb^ r»vagipg, he rewmcito'thc defence of 
1 ^ DW^ 4 !Ouji*r|,fca’i»#BteeMBg Faftida, defeated him in a 
pt^ed battle 4 hut, stenting hiriifetf vtiith the vidtory, he 
d^ppt mip the flying (S^d*. cooftdering them 
r^cr as ha hiq^ihen, than an en«9% The GepidaioW 
^thet<^^_»^ other northern nations, in the famous ir- 
rupt^#h^.they ma<ic‘with tbek unitcd.forces into the 
^ti«,»thcrccoiijlycar of tbe r«gn of Claudius j but they 


>94rtX>Kg 


I* Belb Vand. lib. i, 
S3* 


were 



^he H^ory of the §epid^. 

were defeated by that prince with great daughter, as we 
have related in its proper place ^ ^ ^ ^ 

In the year 279, the empei^r Probu6 granted tp , them, 
and Jikewife to the luthofcgiafts, Vandals, and Frimk^iands 
ill Thrace, tipon their prom ifing to live as^ the otlier fiifeje’dts 
the empire: but ^hile the emperor was engaged in war 
with S^turninus, whAhad revolted in the Eajt, they feized 
that opportunity to hams the neighbouring provinces. Pro- 
bus having fuccefsfully endt?d his other wars,, marched 
againft them in perfon,^nd, in fevcral encounters, cutfttcb 
numbers of them off, that^only a finall body of Franks bad 
the good fortune to efcape the' general Ha ugh ter, and return 
home In 291, a war broke out between them and the 
G(^hs, in which the Gepid^e were aflilled^by the , Vanda Is; 
and the Ifioths by theTaifalae, another Gothic nation : but 
all we know of this war is, that both paities were greatly 
weakened, and put out of a condition of dilliirlftng, for 
fome years, the peace of the empire. The Gepidaj arc 
mentioned by St. Jerom among the other nations of Barba- 
rians, tht^, in 407, invaded Gaul, -and c^er-ran thofe pro- 
vinces They were afterwards fubdu^i, with the other 
northern nations, by Attila, and in 45i,^fcrvcd under him 
in hffe famous expedition into Gaul ; on which occ^fioftthc 
Franks and they meeting in the daiJc, both parties engaged 
with fuch fury, that above fifteen thoufand were left, dead 
ontbefpot*'. , ^ 

Upon the death of Attila, theGepidse (ho^,0C the. yoke, 
under the conduct of their king Ardaric ; a meafure which 
occafioned a bloody war between them and tfie liunhs^ but 
at length Ardaric havinggained a complete MiSlpry over the 
Hunns, of whoni thirty thoufand were killed pn the fpcM:, 
with their kin^ Ellac, the Gepidae not Pnly recovered their 
ancient lib^|^^ but alfo the country :^ai3a which they had 
been drivp^^ Attila, that is, all anclei|t Dacia, lying 
north of thpr JPanutMS. This memorable b«tlle,. w hich, in 
a manner,, terminated the empire of the ifunns, w^a^ought 
on the banks ot Ae vNetad in Pantipi^ia, about the year 
480. ^The Gepidae, thus fettled in Daci*^ entered into an 
* alliance with, the Romany, who agreed to pay them an an- 
nual pep fioir. Dacia, ;t|pyond th^Danuhe^ w^as^hence forth 
calj^^ fxom its new Gepi(!i^,;^-=af we read in 

Jornandes, Some year^ of lllyricum was 

wife belldwed on them, with the city of Siirmiuimi whence ' 
ikeir kings are by Theophancs ftyled kings^T^iitoinflit A 

* Saud, Vit. p. *07*. Prob* Vif* p. s 4 q. ** Wl^r* 
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Ith^e i0dry ef^ tie tS^ida. 

<^inued ^<ikt tm the year 537, when, join- 

fheyptend^ the neighbouring prOTinces. 

the war in Italy with 
f ^IB e4 W i^gefterals^againft them/ who, 

harWj^fcv^ them iiv,feveiil,iftnScmntcr8, ob'liged them 

Illfricum, and cohteS 
ifartb Dacia, or Dac^ beyond the Danube 1 . 
^In the year |50«^ conteft arofe. between the Gepid* and 
A.l0^ «<K ^ceffled from them, fays Paulus Diaconus % 

-.) thrfrcoBfmes: for the Lombards Inhabited part of 
ITfcjf , Bar. ;®»«a beyond the Danubf, hawng been allowed to fettle 
there by the Roniiin emperors, who indeed had abandoned 

‘J'fpofing of it to whom 
they , pleaded. Rbth the Gepi|»and Lombards, before they 
^ce^ed to an open rupture, difpatched ambtfflhdors to 
Jomnian, fohciting fiiccours, in virtue of their alliance 
with thS empire. The emperor, after having heard the 
deputies of both nations, declared, that, in cafe of a war 
he was determined not to fuffer the Lombards to be ©p- 
prelfed by their ,;ncroaching neighbours, orderfng, at the 
fame time, ten thoiifand horfe and fifteen hundred foot 
^.marcb to thei^, affiftance, under the command of Con- 
^Bmnus, Buzes, Aratius, and other generals ; a errtum- 
»&i#rwhich the Gepadae no footier underftoocl than they 
eOBCli^da peace with the lombards : but the Roman 
^PS returned home, when the Gepidte, re- 

fofi^ tb tlie^rticles of the treaty, took the field 

agamai^tfr tbe'tfcao^ bf their king Thorifinus. 

of the Lotnbards, having alTcmbled 
» body ^•MHte.wpt out to, ittect the enemy 5 but both 
wttMei, fM^^atpatric tb«y Were tcady to en- 

lb© fame tirne tp « precipitate 
iftgbt t wbKb hath kings beholding a» » twodilte they con- 
doded a tifro jteirS truce *. ThiTwss no flUW expired, 
than the Gepi^/traUing in the Herull ttf th«it affiftance. 
broltmjpeirpe^y bftto.the jtarntorfeb of the Lombards. 

Tt. of FI. Mvagmg the country lire and fword : bw the LomI 

between the4v^ 

tmxs^ cot*d«iHa;;^byi tbc:^:fi - • 


either Md i^^dize themfol^s at the 
eh^Mher. "fhwifi^ was at this time Kng of 
t|lj» and Auduiaus of the Lombards ; but nether 

' Paul.DiaCo 
»5*^7- 






had 
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had any right to the crown he wore. The lawful be^r td 
Elemund the late king of the Gepidae was yftrigotb.u«|ith»t 
prince’s only fon ; but Elemuifd dying while he 
age# Thorifinus had cau^^d himfelf to be ackncwle^ in 
his room. In the fame manner ^Auduin us, king Wf tlie 
Lombards, had excluded Ildigefal, the Jawfuh heir from the 
crown, and placed it ^on his own bead. The peace be- 
tween the two nations was fcarce concltMec^ when Ildigc- 
fal took refuge among the Ge^idae, and UflHgbtkus among 
the Lombards. Both piinces were demanded with f^eat 
carneftnefs and threats their refpe£live nations ; but 
neither willing to comply with the requcflpf the other, they 
both began to prepare for war: however, the two kings, or 
ratl^r ufurpers, before hoftilrties were conlpiitted ®n either 
fide, agrdftd to difpatch each other’s rival ; an agreement 
which they performed accordingly, deeming it Icfs dif- 
honourable to aflaflinate than betray thofe, who Ifad put 
thertifelves under their protedlion. Not long after, the two 
kings dying, Thorifinusi was fucceeded by Cunimundus, 
and Auduhius by Alboinus. y 

Cunimundus had fcarce afeended the throne, when, re- 
viving fome ancient claims upon the Lomlyirds, which th^y 
refufed to comply with, he took the field the head oi a 
very numerous army, and, entering their country, 
horrid ravages. On the other hand, Alboinus, baviligcol^ 
leded a no lefs numerous army,, refolvcd to put the whole 
to the ilTue of a battle i which Cunimundils ilbt declining, 
the two armies engaged with inexprcfliblc fury. The vie- Aredifta*- 
tory continued long doubtful 5 but at laft, the Gepidas were edhy tkt 
put to flight, and purfoed by the vidoriau^ Lombards with 
fuch daughter, that fearce one was left fiich a nt^ IreaT"^ 

merous multitude. Alboinus killed Cunimuildas with 
own hand, cutting pff his head, turned htslkull into 
a cup called^ the LomWirds fehaky and by the Latins 
tera^ This fchala or cup he ever afterwards ufed at all pub- 
lic tiantjuets and ^tcrtatnmcttts. After this the yr, of FI, 

Lombards feized on all Dacia, obliging the Gepidae either *9*0. 
to fubmit, or retire. Hencefottk they hadiK> king of their A. u. 571. 
own, but lived in fub^dioa cither to the Lombards, who 
were maftera 61 therr’ wmtry, or' to the of the i 

neighbouring nations, efpeciafly the Hunns fetdfcd in Pan- dom. 
ttonia *, Lazius fays, thalt,. among the prefent Hungarians, 
the defeendents of the Gepidac are cafily dtftinguifl^H fftm 
thofe who arc fprung from the Hunns \ The ru^ift of 


* Paul. Diac. de Oeivf^^Xongtbard* ]ib« u cap* fT* ' ' ' ' • 

«e G^at. iib, xi. p. 
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ktng^om of the Gepidjo is placed by Pagi in 553, while 
was living ; but by others n^re accurately in the 
the fupcem>r of Juftinian, being then em- 
pcl^ji^for we are told, that theVreafures of the deceafed 
kin^Wcje conveyed to puffin 5 t Conftantinople by TrafTai- 
cus an’Arian bifliop, and by Rcptilancs, the late king’s 
grant^bn Alboin us afterwards parried Pwofamund the 
daughter of Cttpimundus ; a match which made the GepU 
dse bear the yt^e more patiehtly. 

7'hc Hcndh 


^kelinulu. »THE HeruH,^by ZofTmus called Eruli % by Syncclliis 
^ktir ori'- Aairuli but commonly Heruli, were originally, according 
gin> to Jornapdes and Procopius, a Gothic nation. The former 
^heir J$<i writer affirms, *t hat they lirft dwelt in Scandiiiiivia ; and 
/irent that, being expelled by the Dani, they wandcicd cadward 
fimti, 5^g fjjr ^ Pal us Mxotis, and fettled in that neighbour- 
hood ^ Procopius fpeaks of them as inhabiting, in ancient 
times, the countries lying beyond the Danube 'riierc 
they continued, nnakiiig frequent irruptions into the em- 
pire, till the rei^ of the emperor Analtalius, who fuccceil- 
ed Zeno in 491, when great numbers Verc cut oil' by the 
ijOpibards, and ttie reil driven from their ancient hfibita- 
tion«. A large body,, after having long roved about from 
i?ile country to another, fettled in that of the Rugians, the 
■prefent Pomer^inia, which j:hey found uninhabited, the an- 
oient proprietors, haying gone with the Goths into Italy. 
f 5 ome tfiSle after, they Removed into North Dacia, orDaci.i 
beyond, the X)anube, being allowed by the Gepidse to mix 
among being opprefled and ill treated by the 

Gepidte, ibef rccourfe to the emperor Anaftafius, who, 
in 51 1, ^ipwed them to pafs the Danube,' and fettle in 
Ybr^ce, ttpoiidhcir promifing tp ferve with jiilelity in the 
Roman armiess, wlwn required. Great numbers, upon their 
being driven out of their owm country by ihe Lombards, 
too k the ir route weilward, and fwriling without oppofition 
thraTi^ feveral baibarow nations, attiyadat the ocean, and, 
embarking, for Timlc,^ wh^ "they fettled (L). 

w Abba* p, i», edit. SesHg. ^r..4ib. i. p. 5^?*'' 

ySyneci. ^ Jomr' Rer. Godi- cap. 3. p. tfVj; ^Procop# 

M B«lb »• ^ , 

®y. Thule Procopius of h was dcflltute of inbabit- 
'i^nt,vwnhout all *doubt, the ants'; but in that which was in- 
of Scandinavia, which habited, were thirteen populous 
^ calls ten tiroes hs big as Bri- nations, e'ach governed by their 
' AHiud adds, t^t great part own kings md laws ( 1 ) . 

(i) Procop. dcBril, lib, ii, cap. 14, p. 
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The He^hli had kings of their own, but Procopius fays rheirgo- 
they were only nomtnal kings ; for they f(farce*had any au- <vtrnmtnU 
ihofity, and were alihoJL upon a level wi^h every private 
mart. Hence fome think they v<rere called Herull from’tbe 
ancient Gothic word {\^\\\^\ngfree\ but others, and^ 

among the reft, Ablavius, as quoted by Jornandes, affirms 
they were called Heroli from the Greejp word heh^ ^nify-- 
mar JJoy grounds^ fuch as ^ihofe were in the neighbour- 
hood of the Pal us Mceotis, where they lived I'hi^ He- mamen^ 
ruli had fome laws peiuliar to themfclves, differing from 
thofe of all other nations*; forf among them, when men 
■vjpere grown old or infirm, they were obliged to iiitreat their 
refJitions to difpatch them ; and their requefl w^s granted, 
by*p1acii^ them on a pile of wood, where they were put to 
death by a ftranger to them in blood, and their bodies re- 
duced to afhes. When the hufband died, the wife was to 
ftrar.gle herfelf on her hufband’s tomb, on pain of being 
deerned infamous, and detefted as one who had no value for 
her huiba^nd. They were^ddi 61 :ed to all manner of Icwd- 
nefs and debauchery, and not afliamed oi the moft unna- 
tural pra£tices. They adored the gods of the other Gothic religion* 
nations, and ufed, on fome extraordinar^y ocCafions, to ap- 
pcafe them with humamfacrifices % They were a warlike 
people, and are chiefly commended by the ancients for their 
fwiftnefs' and agility. The Heruli began firft to invade the 
empire about the year 526, the fourth of the cmperolr^J^- 
lerian’s reign ; but were foon repulfcd by Galhenus, the 
fon of Valerian, and his colleague in the empire *** 

Eleven years after this period, the Heruli, paffing from 
the Mseotis into the Euxine Sea, with five hundred 
velfels, «nder the condu£l of one of their chiefs, named 
Naulobat> landed at Byzantium and Chryopolis, now Scu- 
tari. At the latter place they were defeated by Veticrianus, 
who was himfelf killed in the engagement. The Heruli, 
in fome degree difeouraged by the lofs they had ffiftained, 
re-embarked, artd began to retire to the mouth of the Euxine 
Sea ; but the very next day, the wind, proving favourable, 
they returned before Byzantium, and, having crofled the Great rd* 
Bofphorus, furprifed and plundered the city of Cyzicus, 'vages cem 
with great part of Afia, and the illands of Lemnos and Scy- 
1*03, in the Archipelago. Then they fleered their couife 
towards Greece, and, landing, befieged and burnt i^thens, Greece* 
Corinth, Sparta, and Argos, without meeting with the 
-oppofition, till the Athenians, under the condu£l of Dexip- 
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pus the hlftorian* waiting for them in the defiles, and falling 
upon them «une^pe6ledly, cut great *humbers in pieces : 
however, in their retreat they conjmitted horrible devafta- 
tiORS in Boeotia, Acarnarlia, Epirus, and Thrace. In the 
mean time Gallienus, r€^iurning from Gaul, haftened into 
Illypcum, hoping to intercept the Beruli on their retufti 
hom|^ He met accordingly, and, coming upon them 
by^Tu^rlfp, gave them a total overthrow, purfued them 
witlvgreat (laughter as far as the Neflus in Mcxifia, and de- 
(Iroyed three thoufand, as they were^attempting to crofs that 
river. Naulobat hlmfclf ‘was faken prifoner, but treated 
with great humanity by Gallienus, who, to gain the affec- 
tion of the Barbarians, honoured him either with the con- 
fiilate, qiTthe cohfular ornaments The Heruli,|howe^*er, 
two years after this defeat, joined the Goths', and other 
northern; nations, againft the emperor Claudius ; but were 
defeated by that prince with great lofs. 

In the fourth year of Dioclefian’s reign, the Heruli, join- 
ing the Chaibons and Cavions, ^tered Gaul, and laid wafle 
the provinces bi^rdering on tne Rhine ; but Maximiaii, 
marching againft them, totally defeated them, and purfued 
them with fuch fiaughter, that, if his panegyrift mjy be 
credited, not one was left alive tip^rry home the news of 
their defeat. All wq know of tlie Chaibons and Cavions 
that their country lay at a great diltance from Gaul, as 
as that of the Heruli/ In the year 366, the third of 
'V^entinian’a;^ reign, we find a body of Heruli ferving in the 
Roman army on the Rhine ; for Ammianus MarcelJinus ^ 
,and Zofimus tell us, that the Alemans, croffing that river 
on the ice, defeated the Romans, and took the ftai|^rds of 
the Batavians and Heruli. About the year 370, Ermenric, 
whom Jorlistnd^s calls Ermanaric, king of the Oftrogotbs, 
after having ftitbdued the neighbouring nations, attacked the 
Heruli, oyigjqjji them to pay bip.^a yearly tribute, and to 
fupply his atlt^ with their youth, when recjCiired e. They 
were^Sltfcrwaras with the other northern nations, 

by Attila, and c^snppfed part of his army when- he invaded 
Gaul. Upon the death of Attila, they recovered their an- 
cient liberty, and, entering into an alliance with tbe Ro- 
mans, ferved in their armies, under commanders of their 
own nation, but appointed by the emperors. 

In the year 456, they made a defeent on tbe coaft of 
^^icta ; out finding the inhabitants on their guard, re- 
OTbarkcd, and,' landing in Bifcay, committed great ravages**. 

« Gallien. Vit. p. 181—184. Zof. lib. i* p. 6/f. Syncel. p. 382. 

‘ f Amn). Marcel, lib xxvii. p. 334. i Jom. Rcr.vGoth. p. 645. 

Procop* do Bell* Goth.' lib. i. Tub init. ^ Idat. p, 31. 

When 
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When Odoacer concyiered Italy in 476, the Heruli, who 
ferved at that time in the Roman armies, o*btained lands in 
Italy, the third of ifiat# country being divided among the 
I 3 aibarians, who were in the 4 \oman fervice, under the ria*me 
of foederati, or allies, and had joined him againll Orelles, 
and his foon Auguftr^lus. In the reign "of the emperor 
Anaftafius, wdiich began in 491, they made war on feveral 
barbarous nations, fays Procopius*, and fubdued them ; but 
liaving obliged their kipg Rgdulphus to conumcnce h<f(fili- 
tics againll the Lombards,^ without the le.)d provocation, 
they were overthrov/n with greaf fiaughter, and obliged 10 Over- 
live either in fubjcdlion to the conquerors, or abandon their 
coiyitry. Moll of them chofe to rctii^; fomg fettling 
aniongll ihe Rugians,j others returning into Scal!iSfin*ivia ; ^ ike 
and fotne, with the permiflion of the emperor Anaftahus, Lombards^ 
taking up their abode in Thrace and lllyricum ; wHbre they 
had not been long before they began to opprefs and abufe, 
in a moll barbarous manner, the Romans, among whom 
they lived. Anallalius ordered the troop^ quartered in the 
neighbouring provinces to march to the afllllance of the 
opprefled people, who, taking arms npon^their arrival, fell, 
in ccftijun6lion with them, on the Hcruli, and cut moft of 
them in pieces. Such as efcaped the general (laughter, had 
rccouiTe to the clemency of the emperor, who, upon their 
promifing to ferve the empire lil^ faithful fubjeiffs, not only 
fpared, but fulFered them to continue in the countries, 
which he had formerly afligned for their habitation 

In the reign of the emperor Juftinian, the Heruli having ^heymur* 
murdered their king, and no other remaining of the blood fter their 
royal, they difpatched ambalTadors into Thule, or Scandina- 
via, with orders to bring a prince from thence of the fame '^anoth 7 r 
family. The meflengers, purfuant to their diredlions, chofe from 
one (for there were many of the royal race there) ; but he Ihule^ 
dying on the way, they ise^urned, and prefefjdng another 
named Todafius, wdio ifetfl^iaiely fet out whisjpjjyney 
to Thrace, attended by his brother Aorili^ and by a guard 
of two hundred men. But in the mean sime the Heruli, 
having long waited the return of their envoys, and fufpe£l- 
ing they had met with fome misfortune, had recourfe to 
Jullinijtu for a king. The emperor readily complied wdth 
their r^que ft, and appointed Suartuas to reign over them, 
who vfM of the fame nation, but had lived long^t Con^ 
flaritinople. The Heruli received their new king with the 
greateft demonllrations of joy ; but a few days after his ar- 

^ Paul. Diac. Lang. 

rival, 


^ Procop. Bell. Goth. lib. ii. cap. 14. 
cap. 20. p. 759. 
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rival, news being brought, that the ambafladors, on their 
return from^Thule, had already reached the confines, with 
a prince of the blood royal, they iinmediately revolted from 
Suartuas, who was thereupon^ obliged to fave bimfelf by 
flight, and return to Cohftantinople. Juftinian, provoked 
at their condu6^ refolved to force them to acknowlege tTie 
prince he had nominated ^ but the Gepidse efpoufing the 
eaufe of the new king, the Emperor, whofe troops were 
then*employedi againft the Oftrogo^ths in Italy, thought it 
impolitic to engage in a new^war. But the war in Italy 
was no fooner ended, than^ turning his arms againft the He- 
driv^nout Gepidae, he drove both nations quite 

oftfie £m- empi^h He was afterwards reconciled to , the 

firehy Heruli,#who allifted him in his other w'^ars, fupcplying his 
Jufilnian, armies with numerous bodies'of troops, of which one ferved 
\idth grbat reputation in Italy, ’and the other in Colchis'". 
In the reign of Juftinian, great numbers embraced the 
Chriftian religion ; but the change of religion MTought no 
change in their manners, they being of all na.aons, fays 
Procopius, the nmft wicked, the moft treacherous, avari- 
cious, and the mpft addi6fed to drunkennefs, and all man- 
iienof lewdnefs and debauchery". They were, foon'^after 
the death of Juftinian, efubdued by the Lombards, and lived 
.partly fubje£l to them, and partly to the neighbouring 
oations. 

Hoe Marcomans^ 

T/ieMar- THE Marcomans are, by all the anrfent writers, num- 
bered among the German nations. They dwelt originally 
p\n \lun* fprings of the Danube \ but removed, under the 

trjl &c. conduiSl of their king Maroboduns, into the country which 
was then held by the Boiails, and is ftill called from them 
Bohemia, as it wa.s by the ancients Boiohemia, and Boio- 
hdniia, that is, the country of, the Boians. The Boiaiis 
were, accor#pg to Csefar, a nation, but from Gaul 

paflbdS^ito Germany, andi ftttling in the prefent Bohemia, 
continued there till they were expelled by the Marcomans 
The migration or the Marcomans, from their original coun- 
try into that of the Bqians, is mentioned by Velleius Pa- 
ferculus**. Ptolemy, in deferibing the country of the 
Marcomans, mentions a city called Marobudum, which 
name i^feceived, without all doubt, from its founder Ma- 

1 Procop. Bell. Goth. lib. ii. cap. 14., 15. m Agath- lib. 1. 

cap. 12, »> Procop. Bell. Var.d^lib. ii. cap. 4.. p. 144.. ® Coefar, 

li^ vi, cap. 24. p Veil. Faterc. lib. li. cap. loS. 
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roboduus (M). The Marcomans agreed in cuftoms, man- 
ners, and religion with the other German .nations, were a 
very numerous and warlike people, and ever ready to prefer 
de;uh to flavery. Of all^the German nations, they alone 
iifed the Runic letters in tficir charms and incantations ; 
Wieiice Lazius and Rhabanus Maurus conclude them tp 
have come originally fyom Scandinavia ; but in every thing 
clfe they agreeed with the Germans, • 

In the reign of Augiiftus,* Tiberius, having crofTed the 
Rhine at the head of a#very numerous and powerful ifimy, 
gained great advantages oyer them and other German na- 
tions ; which obliged them tolend deputies to Augullus, 
and fue for peace. The emperor received the* amhafllidprs ' 
of fhe Marcomans with partiqular marks hfdiftinftion, and 
granted iRcir requeft ; but obliged the oth^r German na- 
tions to retire beyond the Elbe, and the Sicambrians, with 
fuch of the Sucvca as were not fubjeci to MaroboSuus, to 
abandon their |tativc country, and people fome places in 
Gaul that wer^deftitute of inhabitants *1. In* the fourth 
year of Tiberius, a war commenced between the Marco- 
nians and the Cherufeans dwelling' between the Elbe and 
thiC '^Vefer, The former were commande/I by Maroboduus, 
and the latter by the celebrated Arminius, who, a few years 
before, had cut off the legions of Varus; but all we know 
of this war is, that the Cherufeans gained confiderablc ad- 
vantages over the Marcomans. •Two years after, Tiberius 
having excited the fubje6ls of Maroboduus to revolt againH: 
him, he was driven from the throne, and obliged to pafs 
the lafl eighteen years of his life at Ravenna. Marobo- 
duus was fucccedcd by Catualdus, who was likewife de- 
pofed, and obliged to take refuge in Gaul 

The emperor 13omitian, provoked againft the Alarco- 
maiis and Q^ndians, becaufe they did not aflifi: him in the 
war which he was then waging with the Dacians, entered 
rheir country in a hoftile manner. Roth nations eariicflly 
fued for peace ; which Domitian was fo far from j^ajiling, 
rluit he caufed their ambaO'adors to be put to death. The 
I^Iarcomans flew to arms, and having raJfcd a con fide rablc 

'' Tacit. Annal. lib. 5 i. cap. x 5 . pT 4.7. Stiab. lib. vii. p. 29. 

' Tacit. Ann. lib. ii. cap. 6 t, ^3. p. 63, 62. 
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(M) This our modern geor ufually relidcd, Boviafmum(i) ; 
grapher^takc to be the prefen t but Cluverlus thinks we ought 
city of Prague. Strabo calls to read Boiceiwn, 
the city, where Maroboduus 

( 1 ) Strabo, lib. vU« p. 101 . 
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^hiyiiefeat body of troops, engaged the emperor, and put bis army to 
and put to the route ^ Ho.wever, the empcrOfjt upon his return to 
triumphed both over them | and the- Dacians, of 
Vmitiart. whpm, affer his defeat by ilie Marcomans, he liad pur- 
chafed a peace with largp fums, which he had refufcd be- 
fore upon themoft advantageous terms'. But the triumphs 
of this emperor were confide red as/^ certain tokens of his 
having been defeated. In the year 93, Domitian marched 
in perfon againft the Sarmatians, who bad cut in pieces fc- 
veraf Roman Itgions, and, at thei fame time, made war 
upon the Marcomans. Qutalkwe know of this war is, 
that Domitian prftended to have gained great advantages 
over both nations, and, on that account, alTumed the title 
of imperator. «• 

We have fpj|Jten elfew^here at large of the inemorahle 
v^ar, which, in conjun6lioii with feveral other German na- 
tions, tfie Marcomans made on the empire ;,3nd therefore 
fhall only obferve here, that rn one of thejjtottles fought in 
this war th^Romans w’^ere defeated with We Jofs of twenty 
Yr. of FI. thoufand men ; a^d that, on another occafion,the emperor 
*516. Aurelius'was in great danger of being cut off with his whole 
• aimy". Though jlhe whole ftrength of the empire^was 

Thei^zvar ctTiplf^yed againft them, yet they refifted for the fpace of 

'tuii/i M. fifteen years, and in the end obtained a peace upon very 

dunlius. reafonable terms, one of which was, that they ftiould not, 

for the future, fettle within ‘fix miles of the Danube. Some 
of the Marcomans, who fubmitted to the emperor, were 
tranfplanted into Italy ; but thefe having attempted to make 
themfelves mafters 01 Ravenna, were fent back to their own 
country. In the year 214 a war was kindled between them 
and the Valais, by means of the emperor Caracalla, who 
ufed to boaft Riat he had fet at variance thofe two nations, 
w'hich, till his time, had lived in friendftiip and amity 
but what was the iftue of the war we arc not informed. In 
the year 256 the emperor Gallienus entered into an alliance 
wiih^tifilus, king of the Marcomans ; and upon the cap- 
tivity of his father Valerian, taken prifoner by the Perfians, 
he yielded part <fl: Upper Fannonia for his daughter Pipa 
or Pipara, whom he pretended to mar^ ; but as he was al- 
ready married to Salonina, ftyled in the ancient infcriptioiis 
, Cornelia Salonina Augufta, Pipa is caUed by the w^riters of 
thofe times his concubine 

The Marcomans joined the Alemans and the Jutlion- 
gians in the war,,w^kh Aofe nations made on the emperor 

s Dio. lib. Ixvii. P. 764.. t Suet, in Domit cap. 6. p. 788, 

780. u Dio, lib. Ixxi. p. 807. w Dio, Val. p. 754, 757. 

Vit. p. 184. Valcr. Vit. p. 174. Vi£l. Epit. p.*^4»* 
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AureHan about the year 270, but were in the end cut off 
ainioit to a man. Dwtli Idatius and Vi6loff mention a vic- 
tory gained over the fMarcomans in the fixte^th year of 
DioclcficWs reigu^ About^the year 396^ Friffgil, qiwen 
of the MarcomansV having embraged the Chriftian religion, 
wrote to St. Ambrofe, intreating him to fend her feme ih- 
ftruulions relating tc^ the condudl of l)er life. The holy 
prelate immediately complied^ with her fequelf, and befidcs 
cxh.orted her to perfuade her hulband to live in peace and 
amity with the Roman# She not only pcrfbrmcd thi?tafk, Vr. of FI. 
but prevailed upon the kin« tftjjibjetf himfelf and his king- ^ 

dom to the the empire . And hence it is, th^t among the * ' 

many barbarous nations that broke into ^Gaul in 406 and 
4c^, no mention is made of the Mnrcom«ns. They Icem ihe Mani* 
to have continued faithful to the Romans till the time of ^nansfub- 
Attila, when being fiibdued by that prince, tl^ey were 
obliged to feme in bis army againfl their own friends and 
allies ; for they’are mentioned among the many different 
nations of which bis army was compoied, when he invaded 
Gaul ^ 'Upon the death of Attila, they .^look of? the yoke, 
and having recovered their ancient liberty, fubmitfed either 
to I^arcian or bis fucccflbr Leo, and fesved the empire to 
the laftwith unfliakcn fidelity. From them, and, without 
all doubt, from feveral other natiofts fettled among them, 
are defeended the prefent inhabkants of Bohemia. 

The j^iadians. 

NEXT to the Marcomans dwelt the Quadians, a Ger- 
man nation often mentioned by fhe ancients, cfpccially by 
Eutropins and Caj/itolinus. Their country at prefent 
known by the name of Moravia ; for it extended from the 
mountains of Bohemia to the river Marus, no^the March, 
and coTifcquently comprifed that province. Ptolemy men- 
tions the following cities in the country of the Quadians; 
namely, Ehurodunum, or, as others read it, Rol^dtJnum, 

Eburum, Medoflanium, and Celemantiau now, according 
to Cluverius, Biin, Olmutz, Znaim, ana Kalminz. Fhe 
Quadians were. a watlike people^ had kings of their own, 
and agreed in cuftoms, manners, and religion, with the 
other German nations. The Quadians joined, without al! ThtirwttrM 
doubt, their countrymen againft Lollius, Germaiiicus, nviththt 
Caius and Galba, who attempted to reduce Germany, and empiri. 
fubdue the feveral nations inhabiting that extcnfive country. 

y Ambof. Vit. cap. 39 p- 10. * Jorn. Rer. Goib. cap* P* 

666, 667. 
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emperor Domitlan, while engaged in a war with the 
Dacians, unexpeaedly turned his arm,s againil them i but 
before the Qhadiang could alTemble their troops, the em- 
peror was jpeated, and put to fligin, by the Marcomans, 
as we have already related. They fubnifcted, it feems, to 
the emperor Titus Antoninus ; for they received and 
Hnpwleged a king named by that pripcc, as appears from 
fome of ,Aptoninus’» coins, fuppofed to have been ftruck 
'39 !• '-Tbey jV.incd the Marcomans in the 
comans memfcrabls which that nation piadc on the empire in 
a^amfl M. the reign of M. Aurelius. The, Quadians being reduced 
great diftrefs, font ambanadors to ' fue for peace, and 
with them all the Roman deferters, and thirteen thoufand 
prifoners, ^whom^t*hey had taken during the war. By thffe 
means they obtained peace, upon condition that thfty fliould 
not trafhek for the future within the Roman dominionsji 
nor fettld within fix miles of the Danube ; but^ifliking thefe 
conditions, they renewed the war, in conjundion with the 
Marcomans ; and having depofed Furtius, whom the em- 
peror had^ appoir^ed to reign over them, they xppointedt 
Ariqgefe%in his room 5 a pieafure which M: Aurelius re- 
fented to fuch a degree, that though the Quadians promifed 
to fer at liberty fifty thoufand Romair captives, upon con- 
dition that he confirmed Ariogefes in the title of king, the 
emperor would npt hearken to the propofal, but on the 
contrary prpfcrihed the nev prince, and fet a price upprt 
his head. In confequence of this feverity, the Quadians, 
being joined by the Marcomans, and feveral other nations, 
attacked the Romans \ but after a long and bloody difpute, 
were totally defeated, Ariogefes himfelf was taken pri, 
foncr;; but tfeepipcror generoufiy fpared Inslife, and con^ 
tented himfelf. witt confining him to the city pf Alexan- 
dria thp metropolis of Egypt. / 

'they obtain After this viaory the other nations fubmitted ; but the 
a peace oj Quadian§ fcem to have continued in arms till the reign of 
^Lommodus. ComqjotJ^s, who granted them peace upon the following 
terms; i. Tha,t they ftiould keep at the difiance of five 
miles from the l>Knube. a. That they fliould deliver up 
theit^arms, and fupply the Ropi^tis .with a certain number 
pf troops when required.* 3. That they fliould afiemble 
t>nce a month in one place only, and in the prcfcnce of 
a Roman centurion. And laftly. That they fliould not 
make war upon the neighbouring nations without the con- 
fent of the people pf Rome In the year 214 the Qua- 

^ * 94 - Spanh. lib. |). 831, Dip, lib. Ixxih 
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tiiaiis haJ Gaiobomar for their king, who vras murciereti by 
order of Caracall^i ; Uut upon what provocatioi\ we are not 
told. Of this aflairinajion the emperor ufed to boaft as of a 
glorious adlion In thfi fourth year of the em|»eror Vilc- 
rian’s reign, the Quadiaiis, joining the Sarmatians, invaded 
iUyricum, and ravaged part of that provinpc ; but they 
were defeated by ]*robus, afterwards emperor, at that time 
only tribune of a legion. On^this occafion ProbusTefeued 
out of the hands of the Quadians Valerius FJaccus, a ^outh 
defeended from an illufirious family, and n*early related to 
the emperor Valerian, who^TlJ^ly commended Probus for 
fo glorious an a£lion, and prefented him with pelvic crown, 
w Inch, in the times of the republic, was bellowed on thofe 
wlw) had faved the life of a citizen ‘L In e6o, tlA! feventh 
of jhc emperor Gallicnus, they made a fudden irruption 
into Pannonia ; but were obliged by Regillianus, wjio com- 
mancletl in that province, to quit their booty and return 
home. That general is faid to have gained feveral victories 
over them in one day Probus, who had kept the Bar- 
barians in* awe, being dead, the (^ladian^, in conjun6lion 
with the Sarmatians, broke into IUyricum and Thrace, and 
after having ravaged thofe provinces, w'ere advancing to- 
wards Italy ; butCarus, whohad fucceeded Probus, meeting 
them on the borders of IUyricum, defeated them entirely, 
killed (ixteen thoufand on the fpot, and took twenty th 9 U- 
fand prifoners ^ In the ninetttijnth year of the emperor 
Conllantius, the Quadians made an irruption into Pannonia 
and Mocha ; and having pillaged both provinces, returned 
home unmolefled, carrying with them an immenfe booty J'. 
They returned in two years, and laid wafte Valeria, while 
the Sueves committed dreadful ravages in Rhaetia, and the 
Sarmatians ovcr-ian Tower Pannonia and Upper Mocha. 
Ill confequence of thefe invahons Conftantius, leaving Mi- 
lan, advanced to the confines of the Quadians, and con- 
ferred with their chiefs, who excufed the pad hodilitics, and 
promifed, for the future, to live in peace and aiwity^witb 
the empire^. Notwithdanding thefe promifes, they next 
year, in conjumSiion with the Sarmatians^ laid wade great 
part of Pannonia and Moefia ; bu{ at the approach of Con- 
dantius, who marched againd them in perfon, they repafled 
the Danube, and returned home. The emperor rciblved 
to punilh them for their treachery, and having pafTed the 
Danube on a bridge of boats, began to dedroy their coun- 
try. The Quadians, not finding themfelves in a condition 

C Val. p. 754, 757. ^ Pfob. Vit. p.^234, ^55. e Trig. 

Tyran. Vit. p. 188, t Carin. Vit. p. 250. Zonar. p# X 4 t« 
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to make head againfi the ntinieroa$ forces of Conftanitus, 
fent deputies to fue for peace ^ which fhe emperor granted, 
wpon their delivering up hoftages, aifd fetting at liberty all 
the prifoners bad taken. * 

in the year 374 their Jting tiabinius bcMg treacheroufly 
tpiirdered by Marcellianus duke of Valeria, they eroded the 
Danube in the utmoll rnge, and falling upon the reapers, 
it beingrthen harvciil-time, killed mbit of them, laid walle 
the country to a great dillance, and took an incredible nnm« 
ber <ff .captives.* hquititis, general eof the troops in Illyri- 
cum, unable to flcin this torrent, retired into Va- 

leria ; but the Qiijdians, incenfed agidnll him as the chief 
author of the'murder of their late king, followed him thi- 
ther, committiiv^ dreadful devaftation in the countpies 
through which they pafl'cd. In their way they met with 
two legions, the Paniioniaii ,and Mtcfian, who had been 
fent to dppofe them j but the legions falling into an unfea- 
Ibnable contention about precedency,* the Barbarians, taking 
advantage of their difagreement, cut them both in pieces. 
Thus all the opei| country was abandoned to them, the 
Romans remaining mafters only of the fortified places^. 
The Sarmatians, who had joined the Quadians in this irpip- 
tion,* having entered Upper Mocfia, were defeated with 
great daughter by Theodofius, afterwards emperor, biit 
then very yc^fig, and only duke of Mcefia. Againfl the 
Q^dians V^eptiniau 1. marched in perfon ; and arriving 
atCarnutuol in lllyricum, the prefent city of Hainburg on 
the Danube in Audria, about thirty miles eaft of Vienna, 
continued there about three months, miking vaft prepara- 
tions for his intended expedition into the country of the 
Quadians. At length he took the held, and having pafied 
the Danube at Aciiicum, now Gran, or Buua in Bower 
Hungary, entered the enemy’s country, and deftroyed % 
with fire and fword. Having thus fpent the fummer, and 
great part of the autumn, he took up his winter-quarters at 
BreggiiOfl^ which fo me take to be a village on the Danube, 
now called, Bregnitz, and others fuppofe the prefent city 
of Komarp in thcfElle of Bchut. There he gave audience 
to the Quadians who came to fue for peace \ but while he 
w^s fpealcing with great warmth, and threatening to extir- 
pa^ their whole nation, he fell, fuddenly to the ground, as 
if his life ^nd voice had failed him at once. Being imme- 
diately conveyed into his chamber, he was feized with coii- 
vulfion fits, and, expired^ Socrates writes, that being 
oiTcnded at the mean a^d beggarly ^pearance of the ambaf- 

: Ub. iv. p, 745# ^ Ammian. lib, xxx. p. 6?. 
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fadors of the Quadians, he a{ked them‘'if their country 
adbrded men of no quality to appear before him. 

They anfwered, that jhe fiiii: men in >|he nation weie in 
his prefence, then Cell into a viotent i^e, upbraiiyng 
their whole uawfen with arrbgancg, for dating to infult the 
p^ajcfly of the Roman people. He delivered himfdf with fo 
much heat and violence, that, his veins burlling, he was 
inlbmtly fuffocated in his own blood *'*. * • 

Upon his death the officers of the army proclaimed Va- 
leiitinian, his fecond fc^n, emperor, thouglf he was fTieii a 
child of four or five years oki ^ the fame time they con- 
cluded a truce with the Quadians, and recalled the troops 
V hich, under the condinff of Merobaudes amf count .Sebaf- 
tia«, w^ere laying wnfte their country. Iiuthc year 379 the rhey enttr 
Quadian? broke again Into Illyricnm ; hut were driven out, GauU 
with fome lofs, by the emperor Gratian. In the vear 407 
they entered Gaul with the other Barbarians, and over-ran 
thofe provinces, committing dreadful ravages, of which 
we have fpoken at large eifewhere. Prom this time no 
farther mention is made in bifiory of the (^ladians ; whence 
Lazius concludes, that they were either fubdu(id or utterly 
extirpated by the Goths, w'ho had fettled in Paniioiiia and 
Illyneum. 

^ • 

^he SM'matums^ 


THE Sarmatians were a very numcroiJs %Ttd warlike ^ysar. 
nation, divided intq, many tribes, each of them havinj; matians. 
their own king, and mafters of a large and extenfive coun- nheir aum~ 
trv- Sarmatia Europiea, or Sarmntia in Europe, extended 
from the Viaula, no.v the Wcilfcl, parting it from Ger- 
many, to thd Euxitac lea. the Bofphorun Cimmertus, the 
Palu's Mxotis, and the Tanais, dividing it from Afia and 
the Afiatic Sarmatia. In this vaft trad of land, compre- 
hending the prefent Poland, Ruffia, and great part of Tar- 
tary, dwelt the following people; the Burgiones, Cariones, •xhey 
Sudeni, Geigni, Hamaxobii, Agathyrfi, Borufae, MclUnch- 
Ixnte, Alauni or Alani, lazyges, Roxolani, Baftamtc, Carpi ^ 
or Carpates, Sidones, Borani, and Venedi, by Jornandes 
called Winidx and Vinidi. The* five laft named nations 
are thought to have come originally from Germany, efpe- 
cially the Baflarna: ; for even In the time of Tacitus, who 
is at a lofs whether he ought to place them among the Ger- 
mans or the Sarmatians, they, agreed with the former in 
jirefs and language The Gelonians were, according to 
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Herodotus of Greek cxtra£Hon; but had, even In his 
time^ adopttjd, 19 a great meafure^^thQ.cuIloms and man- 
ners of jBudioif among whom t|hcy had fettled^ efpe- 
cia^Uy *tdie euftdni painting thehr bodie^ as we read in 
Virgil and tlaludian ®. ^ The ‘'Budini dwW near mount 
Bttdinus, from which fprings the Boryfthenes, called by 
more modern writers the Danapris, and thence the Dnieper, 
or Nieper. The other nations, which we have mentioned, 
were all Gothic ; and of the origin of the Gothic nations we 
have fpoken at Targe in the hiftory of the Goths. Thefe va- 
rious tribes were blended b/,th<"J^omans under the common 
name of SaripatnE ) by the Greeks under that of Sauromata.*, 
and fometimes by both, under the denominations of Scy- 
thje or Scythians^ and Getae. Each of them had, it feems, 
their own king ; for mention is made in hiftory of tne kings 
of the IJoxolani, of the Baftarn 3 e, and of the lazyges. 
Ammianus Marcellinus, fpeaking of the Sarmatians in ge- 
neral, fays, that they w-ere a favage people, infamous for 
• their lewdnefs P. The Melanchlscnaj are alFerted, both by 
Ammianus and Htrodotus ‘’j to have fed on human flefli ; 
and are thence called by them, as well as by Mela and 
Pliny, Anthropophagi and Androphagi. ^ ^ ^ 

The Sarmatians began firft to threaten the empire in the 
reign of Nero, about iefenteen years after Thrace had been 
reduced to ^ ^.oman province by Claudius ; for, till its re- 
duction, it bad been governed by its own princes, and 
feived as a barrier on that fide between the Sarmatians and 
Romans. A few years after the latter became poftefted of 
h, the Sarmatians began to appear in great numbers on the 
confines, as if they intendcvl to make themfelvcs mafters of 
that province ; which was then guarded by a fmail number 
of troops, under tne command of Plautius Silvaniis 
nus, who had fent the reft to the aftiilance of Corbulo, 
then in Armenia : but the Roman general hping gained 
over the king of the Baftarnians and Roxolanians, the reft 
foon d^ifperfed ^ Six years after this tranfaClion, Otho be- 
yr. of FI. >ng then empet^ the Roxolanians, who inhabited the 
•417. weft fide of the Ifalus Maeotis, entering Moefia, defeated 
A. 1X69. two Roman cohorts; an,d, having pillaged that part^oF 
^ the province, which bordered on the Danube, repafted 

UmUHrZ- the river, and returned bo^e unmolefted. Animated by 
fe0 two ' this fuccefs, they appeared again the fame year with nine 
Roman 

fokorts^ » Herod ot. lib. iv. cap. 108. n Virg. Georg, ii. ver. 115, 
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tlioufand horfe : but Marcus Aponius Saturninus, governor 
of Moefia, attacking 1 :bcm with a legion and fomc auxilia- 
ries, cut them off almbf^to a man. Vcfpafian being pro- 
claimed emperor by the legipns quartertd in the Eaft, ^hc 
lazygians, a Sarmatic nation, dwelling next to the Roxo- 
la*nians, declared for the new emperor againft Vitcllius: 
but Vefpafiaii, returning them thanks for the troops they 
offered him, took with him# only theif chiefs, neft with a 
dcfign to employ them, but to prevent them from njpking 
inroads into the Romaif territories during the war. 

TIk: very firft year of thc^re%ai of Vefpafian, whom they 
had offered to join a few months befoilr, th^y broke into 
Ma^fia ; «nd, having killed Fdntcius Agjippa, governor of Thty tltf 
that pro^ance, who attempted to oppofc \hcm, laid wafte the govern 
the country to a great extent. Hereupon Rubrius Gallus, 
marching againft them with the greateft expeditipn, pur- * 
fuant to the orders he had received from the emperor, kill- 
ed great numbers of them. In fcvcral encounters, he oblig- theft 9 <uiim 
ed the reft to repafs the Danube, and^ with great care, 
fortified the banks of the river, to cover the province from 
their incurfions ^ In the fourth year of Domitian’s reign, 
rhe^azygians, joining the Sueves, armed with u defigii, fays 
Dio S to crofs the Danube, and lay wafte the Roman do- 
minions ; but w'hcther they put their defign in execution, 
that wTiter has not thought fit to inform us. Tacitus in- 
deed writes in one place, that tlie Sarmatians and Suevians 
took arms againft the empire ; and that this year, fooii 
after the return of Agiicola to Rome, the Roman armies 
were defeated in Pannonia'*. In the thirteenth of Do- 
mitian’s reign, the Sarmatians having cut off a Pioman le- 
gion with their tribune, the emperor,, who was then in 
Dacia, marchetl againft them in perfon'^; but with what 
fuccefs, we arc not told. 

Ihe Sarrtfeitians in Europe broke into Illyricum with 
great fury in the year 119, the fecond of Adrianas reign ; 
w^hich obliged that prince to quit Rome, and maRh '.^ainft 
them in perfon. Upon his aiVival in M^fia, they repaffed 
the Danube with great precipitation, and encamped on the 
oppofite bank ; but the Roman cavalry fwimming crofs the 
river, in order to attack them| the Sarmatians were ftruck 
with fuch terror, that they imipqdiately fubmitted. to 

The princes of the Sarmatians quarrelled afterwards 
among themfelves, and chofc Adrian for their umpire, who 

•’facit. Hift. lib. iv. cap. 54. p. loz. * Dio, lib. Ixvii, p. 7T. 
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ihetr differences to the general fatisfaclion of tlii 
co^^ijing parties. On this occafio'i'i, the king of the 
Rd^&lanJ|lfis complaining: to the ei^p*^r that his peiifioii 
Adrian^^der^d the fum, which had been 
fortft^^ly^^liowed him, t<i? be paid ^dthout the lead dedtic- 
^In the year 135, the lazygians fent ambaffadors To 
Rome, to renew their alliance wdth Adrian, who received 
them in^tf very obliging manner, introduced them to the 
fenat^- and, haying granted them their lequeft, fciit them 
back loaded with' rich prefents r, ‘ ^ 

Yr. of FI. All the nations inhabiti^^'c^irmatia confpired, w irb the 
' ’ *S*S* Marcomans, ngairdl: M. Aurelius ; but were in the end Aib- 
AA>. 165, alrnod extirpated. Over the Iazygiaii6 in par- 

hin emperor gained two complete victories^ one Be- 

'tktmttr- reached the Danube on their way home, and t’ue 

mmans other, drferibed at large by Dio, as tlicy were crofliiig 
sgmnft that river on the ice. Notwitliftanding the great Ioffes they 
fuftained in this war, tltcy were fo far from fniiig for peace, 
that they depofed^ and threw* into prifon, their kjng Bau- 
dafpes, for no other reafon, bur bccaufe he had made pro- 
pofals for concluding a peace with the empiie. However, 
being abandoned by the Marcomans, and their other allies, 
and reduced to great extremity, their new king, named 
Zantichus, came in perfon, atrended by all the chief men 
of the nation, to throw himftdf at the emperor’s feet, and 
^kiyob- implore peace: which was granted upon the following 
Urn a terms ; that they Iboulcl not fettle within ten miles of the 
Danube; that they fliould releafe all the prifoners they had 
taken, and fupply the emperor's army with a body of eight 
tboiifand horfei Wjth thefe conditions they readily com- 
plied ; and we afre told, that the prifoners, whom they dif- 
miffed on this occafion, were in number, at kaft, one hun- 
dred thoufand, though they had fold to other nations many 
of'thofe they had taken during the war. The thoufand 
lazygian horfe were, by the emperor, fent into Britain. To 
the oftler Sarmatic nations lands were allotted in Pannonia, 
Moefia; Gernvany^and even ift Italy *. The lazygians lived, 
it feems, fome time in peace and amity wdth the Romans ; 
for in J 80, one of the articka of the peace concluded be- 
tween the emperor Comm od ||3 and the Alemans was, that 
they fhould not make war Vjpn the lazygians, Burians, or 
Vandals*. Bcfides, no mention is made by hiftorians, 
ckher of them, or the other Sarmatic nations, till the year 
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2 T^f the emperor Caracalla is faul to have gained fotne 
advantages over the i^armatians, and to have ullumed, on 
that account, the furn|irr^ of Sarmaticus ^ 

In the year 2 28, the Carpi, a people of Sarmatia, dwelling 
near the Carpathian mountains, ^thich part Hungary and 
Ttanfylvania from Poland, being informed, that the Ro- 
man emperors paid a yearly penfion to the Goths, fent ^ " 
deputies to Mcnophilus, governor of A'lcefia, dem*anding, 
that the Tame fum which the Goths receivecj (luuild J^paid 
to t^m, fince their friclidfliip deferved to be no lefs conn- 
ed tl^i that of the Gochs. ’"'^h'C^deputies found Alcnophi- 
liis exc^cifing his troops, accoiding to his dcily cudom ; 
raid, as he well knew on -what errand tlv-'y were conic, to 
liiiitiblc t^cir pride, he made them wait femoral days before 
he gav,e them audience, allowing them in the mean time 
to alliil at the military excrcifes performed by hk forces. 

At length he received them feated on a high tribunal, and 
attended by all the oflicers of the army, to whom he pre- 
tended to give his orders while the ambal^adors were fpeak- 
ing, as if nothing they faid deferved his aticiition. The 
Carpi, mortified and amazed at this condv.dl, only afkcd, 
Wh^ money was given to the Cioths, ar.d not to tlu^m ? 
Bccaufe the emperor, anfwcred A4cnophilus, bellows his 
favours on whom he pleafcs.^ V We hope then, replied 
the ambafTadors, that he will be plcafcd to fiicw himfelf as 
generous to us, as to the Gotlis: wc are a more brave 
and deferving nation.” The Roman general anfwcred with 
a fniile, That the emperor would dvo what he thouglit fir ^ 
and that if they met him in four months time, at a place 
which hd appointee!, |ic would acquaint them* with the em- 
peror’s will and pieafure. 

T he ambafTadors met him accordingly, and found liirn, 
as they had done before, wholly intent upon excrcifing his 
troops. Menopbilus, made them wait fomc days, received 
them in the fame manner as he had done the firfl time^ 


and ordered them to return in three months, naTiiin^thc 
place where they fhould find him. The^^nfwer he then TAtirdr* 
gave was, That the emperor would enter into no engage- 
ments with them ; but, if they flood in .need of prefent ^ 
relief, he would, in all likelihood, out of generofity, al- 
low them fome, provided theyirent and threw tliemfclves 
at his feet. They were highly provoked at this anfwer, 
and departed in a great rage ; hut, neverthelcfs, they con* 
tinued quiet as long aj; Mcnophilus commanded in that pro- 
vince S Tlie emperor Maximinus made war upon the Sar- 
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piatbiis^ and gaiiied considerable advantages over them ; fot 
it. a|^)gara from^ feyeral inferiptions found in France and 
that bodiAc and his Iba tobh the furiiame of 8ar- 

258, MenophJlus being recalled, the Carpi, 
had^ been awed by his prefence, broke into Mcefjt; j 
^ftAi having ravaged that province, and utterly deftroyed the 

city of Mria ox* iftrApolis, on tjie moft fouthern mouth dAhe 
^ ‘ I)anube in Lower Moefia, returned home unmolefted. the 

feoitia'ns being'then engaged in a eivil war between Maxi- 
minus, Maximus, and ^ In the fourth Jf the 

emperor Gprdian’s reign, that prince, palling ^nrouMh 
Thrace on his niarch into the Fafl: againft the Perfians, 
overcame the Goths and Sarmatians, and obliged theih to 
abandon that province, and retire beyond the Danube ^ In 
- the yea^6o, the Sarmatians and Quadians feized on great 
part of Dacia and Pannonia 5 hut were driven out by Regil- 
iianus, who commanded in Illyricum, and is faid to have 
gained feveralvidories over them in one day. He foon after 
caufed himfelf lo be proclaimed emperor ; but he was 
fcarce feated on the throne, when the Roxolanians, w^ho 
fenced under him, revolted ; and their example being fol- 
lo^^ed by the reil of the army, he was murdered by fome 
^ his adherents. ^ Auftlian,. who was afterwards emperor^ 
is faid to have gained a fignal victory over the Sarmatians 
and Sueves in the reign*of Claudius^. In the year 278, 
emperor Probus marched againft them in perfon ; but, 
at his approach, they retired from Thrace, where they had 
committed great ravages, abandoned the booty they had 
taken, and, intimidated by the fame of his name, fent de- 
puties to fue for peace ; which the emperor granted, upon 
their promifxng to remain beyond the Danube, and fupplf 
the Romaxx armies with a certain number of troops 

They continued quiet during the remainmg part of Pro- 
bus^s reign ; but no fooner heard of bis death, than they in- 
SMit sre Vatfed Mlyricum. Carus, then emperor, marching againft 
them, cut fixtecn thoufand of them in pieces, and obliged 
Z* the reft to repSis the Danube *. About feven years after 

%^r»jr. this event, they returne^l with a numerous army, apd com- 
o r ’ mitted great ravages in Thrace and Illyricum j but Diocle- 
iian^ haliening to the relief of the oppreffed provinces, de- 
feated the Rarbarians with great ilaughter. Eumenes Writes, 
on this occahon, almoft the whole nation was cut 


a Grut. p. 151, tsG. Spon. p. 186, 187. 
yiMTJ*. ^ Gofd. Vit. p. 165. 

J» Frvb. Vit p. »5 J Car, Vit p, »5o. 


^ Maxim. & Balb. 
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of ihe 

off*' : but more Ulce a pane^Srift Aan an hliloriati j 

for feme 7«am'atter,^he Sarmatia]^«dU|ig qpar the Pa- 
lusMxotiiy uttder the conduct o£ Cnrcoyi|pg of Bofporus, 
broke itito the country W%he Lazians in and, 

ing pillaged great part of Pontu^ advanced as far as^tll^ 
^lys, a river of Papblagonia. Conftantiisy then 
tnbune, but foon after declared Csefar, was fent by*Tiiocife*%' 
fial to reftrain their ravages; but his aamy being far infe- 
rio\ in nuihber to that of tRe Barbariausi he contented 
bin^lf with encamping on the oppofite bank of the ffajys* 
and Veventing them from paffing that river. In the meart 
time mreflus, king of the Cherfonefus, ^nd valTal of the 
empire^ having at the inftigation of Dioclelfan, entered 
Sa^natia, and even taken by flraragem tR§ city of Bofpo* 
rus, Crifcf> immediately fued for peace; which was granted 
by Conftantius, upon his rengning the booty, and fetting 
at liberty all the prifoners he had taken. Chreftus at the 
fame time reftored to him the booty he had acquired, and the 
prifoners, among whom were his wife, and his concubines. 
For this eminent fervice, Dioclefian fent»rich prefents to 
the inhabitants of the Cherfonefus, declared them free, and 



exempted them from all trihJIljp, cuftoms, and taxes (N). 

Tfle emperor Galerius made war, it feems, on the Sar- 
matians ; for both Zonaras and Anwnianus Marcellinus tell 
Us, that, feeking the deftru£f ibn of Conftantine, whofc ex-- qj^aromtkt 
traordinary qualities gave him great umbrage, he ordered Sarma* 
him, in the Sarmatian war, to engage a Barbarian, who 
furpalTed all the others in ftature and ferocity. Conftantine 
having vanq|idied and thrown him on the ground, dragged 
him by che naii* to the emperor’s prefcncc, and laid him at 
his feet. In the fame war, the emperor having ordered 
him to crofs a marlh at the head of fomip troops, he entered 
it the firft on horfeback, and, being followed by ^is men, 
put great num^rs ^ the enemy to the fword, and gained 
a complete victory About this period, the whole nation 
of the Carpi fubmitted to^thc Romans, being fevcj^l tiipea^ 
overcome, and reduced t^'great diftrefs, by Galerius. Di(> 
clefian tranfplanted theVBplc nation intotjhc Roman terri- 
tones, efpecially into Pannonia, where^great numbers had ^ 

been allowed tp^ fcttle in the rcigif -of Aurclian Con* 


Paiie|^« & viii pu 105, ^ Zonar. Vit^ 

Dioc. p 47*- r- , ® Aur. Vi6t p, 515* 


(N) This account 1611, "and afcrlbed to Conlbn- 
copied from a. piece, mwed, tine Porphyrogcnitus, who 
Ot the Government of the Em- reigned in the Eafl: in 9 50. 
pire, publifbcd by Meurfin# in 
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|{! year of Bis reign, 

the £itKeiv Sarmjrtip nations 
, / were overcome in fcv^ battles 
„ Jof Campani^-JMarga, afl<}^ Bononia^ 

4 ^of lityficuun on the R^ufimodes, 

r SSmatian kings, had, >as w^e read in Zofimur^ 
i city,‘^hich that writer docs not name; but Ccjh- 
ft?#if}w,\cori3iBg t 6 the rdliejFof the place, put the cnejhy 
©‘Air Having obligciihofe, who had maSfe their/ef- 

<%€i to repafs the Danube, he purfued them crofs/hat 
* ~ river,. ^jfcfeated them a killed their king^^lau- 

wilfe their country, and returned witfc an in- 
of captives. The Sarmatian fports, which 
Cfl^bratcd about the latter end of November, 
as ^ppcs^lft ffops^ art ancient calendar of the year 534, pro- 
.bably fepk theii’ rife front this vidlory. 

in year 332^ a war^cing khidjed between the Goths 
Stffmatians, tbd lattcffhad reepbrfe to Conilantine, who 
the Jrimicdiatijly font a confid^rable bo|Jy of tr^ps to their af- 
finance. Thdfe4enga|}ng .t^ie Goths on 4 e tw^entieth of 
*a: April of .this yeil'fV giiined a^ coi^ptetc viaory. We arc 

told, thai^Jn this ivar, neja«^i;idrcd thou^^ 
riflabd either by the fw'ortf, fpiy famine. At length they 
eohcluded a peace, bofn wi:]^ me Romans and the Sarma- 
tlAns/ Ariaric or Araric theiir kin^g delivering up his fon as 
andfupplying the RotOian armies with a body 
W foxMibufand Goths i which corps for fonie ages, 
SirptvSJri and complete, and ferved the name of 

The Sarmatians, th^ybad 

Ih^ feotbsi with the .utmrin ingra- 
againfi: their friends and ben^fac- 
inailsfeds hito the ferritories of the Ro- 
‘.lkeif^clivc»ncc. . Conftantine, 
itojlcjS^d againft thfcm at the head 

wTja * 

fubrnS^ii^ 1 

wRh 9 !d^itfi the 
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Xl!^ years rft<jfcthe %o^ajtt,were 4C. 
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In this battiqj the SarraatfanSj TOftWni* 

and with biitithe flower of their nirfiitf^ a A _ 

of they we,e pbliged 

indeed d^^ted the Goths > b.nt then thmino- thp‘ ’ •!■ *fs 

I h^ maaers, drove th'ew Jiwtc* out of ^ir 

^^feizod on their lands and'JpplTeffions. Thefe 
& by Ammiariu^ and St. Jerom * ftyfcd Limigantefi 
ncr relates, that the *ee-born. anwng the “ffiS* T'. 
re diaingniflwd by the name of Acaiagante^fe'^’'"* 

^ tl^as expelfed bttheir flaves; -bad recow^b’ 
jlle, who recm?cd%.c^ hundred thoufand into 
ire, moorporated fomc among Bis troops, arid to 
toe otriers allowed lands in the provinpes.bordenW Pn the 
DAube,#ind ^ Italy itfelf Some of them to* refuge 
amongft other Barbarians, by Ammianusoaired 
and by moft writers th«»oght to be tbe f«ni^ people whh the' 

(^adi Ultramontani, or the C)aadianS*bcyorid the ^tooun- 
tains Sudeti or Si^iti, which part the country of the Quad! 
from that of the Marcomans, at prefent the mountaini of 
^hernia. The Sartnatians, who took refuge among the 
CJuadians, m the year 3551,: made an irruption into Pan^ 
non»0, in c^naion wi|ff‘|he Quadians; and, haying 
pillaged both -Aat ^rt^tftedi^a jMMcefia, retamed un! 
molefted, with an imn^feigBlyT: Two years after this 
expedition, they laW ^fte the fame provinces, while the 
Sueves commuted, tfttadfal raVages in Rh*tia, and the 
yuadians in Vah;rfa, '•>ptnv|rice of Illyricum. Conftao* 

*‘“f ‘ 2 ^ Aen « Rome *, fet ont in great hafte to i}^ 
pofei^i|^»#biti|ns, who threatened’ Italy itfelf; but they 
of his arrival at watf; than they 
However, tbe emj^ror advanced 
• f «rnnum, and had feveral ebi^erenees with the 
^lefS'^ the nations dwelling in the nei^bonthood of the 
Uanuhe; who all promdhd^ live in pdted and’ amity with 

thcempii'c., ■ •*" ■ - 

But in the fellowingyl^. while the 
zen, unmiodM of tl 

tunl^, and, earing 

provm^jwhfe the Afemans, nQtwithft«lidtng\„. 

^yiwncluded with the empire, laid wafte r}ht-- 
i_ Alemans Cenftantnis dxfpatched BarB'atid 4 

been joined W 

he pelfeni levying Sirmi um. 

he hiid pafTed ifc wlwr. The Barbarians 
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tlic fjmpcror, having pafled the Danube on 
* ooat8> enteii^d their cotintJy, and laid it wafte 

extent. The Sarniatiang c^^me in great numbers 
P^'ctending to l[ue for peace ; but their real 
attack the Romans by furprize. Of this the 
crpperor had timely notice, and therefore ordered his trooiy^ 
yv to^ll upon theni as they approached ; alervice which thfV 
l^r killed grea^ tE 

J?^.%‘>'tntted to Conftantius. ,^o concluded a peace Jth 
W»mp,rn- tMmj^pon tbeir fcttiiig at bberty all the prifoners tbey&ad 
Ctnfian. taken, and delivered up as a furety for their ftLre 

Iwi/. condudt. The Ssrmatians reaped in the end great /Advan- 
tages from this war. They had been driven from their own 
country Ify their«flaves in 334, we have hinted above, ^d 
take refuge among the Quad ians, who treated 
them as their fjjlyeas. From this fu^eaion they were de- 
Iivcred by Conftantius, who declared them free, appointed 
one Zizais, a prince of their own nation, to reign over 
them, and re-eftablifijed them in their ancient country j for 
the flayes, by whdm they had been expelled, having ravaged 
the neighbouring provinces, Conftantius made war upon 
them, and reduced them to great difficulties. In this ,dif- 
treft the Limigantcs (for fo thpfc flaves were called) came 
in great numbers to the^empbi^or, ipaploring peace ; but re- 
folved at the fame to fall unexpei^edly upon the Romans, 
it they could not obtain it^ upon honourable terms. This 
dcfign Conftantius fufpeacd, and therefore ordered his 
troops to furround them infenfibly, while they were yet 
fpcaking. When they had finiflied their fpcech, Qonftan- 
tius told thepi upon what terms he was willing to grant 
them pe^ce ; which they rejeding, began to handle their 
arms, I his commotion the Romans, who watched them 
jarrovvly, nn Tooner obferved, than they attacked them 
Iword in hand, and cut moft qf them in pieces, not one. 


country on one Ade, andthe SarfiMitHnil, their anciem maf- 
teWj on the otnSft a dreadful havcick was made of tlw in- 
habitants, without dillin^on of fex or age, 

Thus the Limigantcs were obliged to lulibit, and accept 
the terms, however fevere, that were offerel^tfetm. '4'hde 
were, that they fliould quit the country, they had 

held with the utmoft injufticc, and remc to 
u ® ^reat diftance from the empire. The country 
'ifrhich they abandoned was, by Conftantius, reftored to the 

y Ammian. p. 109, 
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aKck«t who fettled there again, twenty.four vr of 

years after they ha^ been driven out by their rebellious i7oiiU^ 
flaves. For thefe great atchievements the viaefrious empe- A. D. jjS, 

ror Conftantius took tbe furname of Sarmaticus. The Sar. * 

matians, notwithftanding the great obligations they ovffcd ‘ 

Romans, a few years after bfcke into Pannonia, and 
Sid wafto that province, while the Roman troops Were em- tiui ’ ’ 

pllyed againft the Alemans in Rhaetia In 374 they joined 
thl Quadians, and, in eonjuadion witli them, committed 
dre^iful ravages in Pannonia, and from tlicnce at^^iinced 
intoVU^pper Mo:(ia ; but were there defeated with great 
flaug^r by Theodofius, aftSrwiiRls emperor. In the year 
376, Ahanaric, one of the chiefs of the Goths, *being forced 
byjhe Hunns to abandon his own country, rerped with 
his people to a place called Caucalanda, ’difpofleffing the 
Sarmatians, to whom it belonged. In 378 the Sarmatians, 
informed that the Goths, who had been admitted* by Va- 
lens into the empil'e, had taken up arms againft the Romans, 
refolved tp pafs the Danube, and join them; but Theodo- 
fins, afterjvardspmperor, meeting them iii|, Thrace, defeated 
them with great flaughter. The viaory is hiid to have been 
fo complete, that Gratian, then emperor, could not believe 
the%ccount which Theodofius himfelf gave upon his return 
to court, till he was infer medoM^e truth by perfons fent 
on purpofe to view the fiel<i^?r battle ^ In the year 407 
they entered Gaul, with the Vandals, Sueves, Franks, Bur- 
gundians, and other Barbarians, and committed dreadful 
devaftation. Thofe who remained in Sarmatia were after- 
wards fubdued by Attila, and ferved, with their princes, in 
his aripy, when he invaded Gaul in 451 Upon that 
prince’s death, they fliook off the yoke; and, having reco- 
vered their ancient liberty, fubmitted to Marcian, then em- 
peror, who allowed them to fettle in Pannonia, Moefia, and 
the other provinces bordering on the Danube, where they 
continued quiet, till they were reduced by the Goths. Thofe 
who refidcd among the Goths became, in procefs of timS|- 
one nation with them. From thofe who remaiiiifd in“ 5 ar- 
matia, the prefeni Poles and 'Tartars arg, thought to have 

Dacians • 

THE Dacians were, according to Jornandes®, a Gothic The Da* 
nation, who caj^e originally out of Scandinavia, and, fet- dans. 
thng in the neighbourhood of the Palus Moeotis, fubdued 7 Agir^ 
Scythia, Mocifia, Thrace, and Dacia, expelling the ancient gin^ 


^ Anunianf Irb/x^xvi. p. ^15. 
p* 710, Jorn* p* 6S5— 6S8. 
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TW.*:wuMfte|B?iigr«eabIjf to «|^at «« 
if anncnt S^iM«, who, coming out 

“St 2h^ Arasffl^ in the <^an. 

i7v£^^“® afterwards called S^k. ,-cre, in procefa 
hi Ciiatnerians, i^hat is, 

to JorfTtoijd^, fettled firft p 
Dari»i^» M *he feme, people were call* 

tJi ftomans^and Getes by the Greeks " ; X 

terr- ’ fW rh"’rJ frogtis Pompeiue, fays, in expfefs 
that the, Dacians were the offspring of the Gt\ 
Now, that the Getes and Goths were the feme people we 

The oSan^^ ^ aUbve-jn our hiftory of L%hs. 

wem known^y the 
the termination dava was common, to 
moft of tbeifrtSwns and cities, as. Comidava, SSrgiife^a, 
Pecidava, and Marcidava; and the names of Gem and 
Athenians, peculiar to flaves. 
Io%el ^ ^ bore the name of the .nation^ which they bc- 

feni tlT'*"”' coinprifed the prc- 

fe t Moldavia, VaJadna, and part of .Tranfylvania. The 
whole nation was afterwards tranfplantcd into IHyricum by 
fe u”*^ country they poffeVd t?ierc 

fourth^b^’f fVl fpeak, who wrote in the 

fif -J detmed the moft war- 

hfceandformj^dableof all Ae barbarous nations, not only 
natural courage, and great ftreiigth^ 
which^a^ ttem to endure the toils of war, but becaufc 
they b^^^deatW not as the end of the prefent, hiXs the 
beginning^ a more happy life ; whence they wereS«ady. 
fays the ci^pr Julian, to expofe themfelves to t^rcateft 

•^wsncd by their own kings, andj^greed in cuftoms, man- 
fcJ'gion, with tbfcOHier Gothic nations, of 

t t»»cft kings we 

m^ciftioned ,n hiftory ^ Oroles. in whofc reign they 

r irtV? r bebaved'on 

a tertain occafion with thfcir nfuaUourage, the kiiw, by 

ordmed^hcraiio lay th«r heads,^hcn 

’ u"" knd to perfo’rm the 

femcftfces abous their wives which it was «Som W for 
their wives to pe^rm about them, till, by a more g^lant 
bch4viour,>Sjr bsfd retrieved their loft reputation *. ® 

In 





^ In the migii of Auguftus tfiiey We ^WI into the empTrt, 
but in wh«t place not t^ltl. AJ1 we Ic^w is that 

at the appi%ich of Drufti^, fent agalhfl them hy Auguftus’ ' 

l^en in Galil, they titled to their own country »>. In the 
-ear of the ChHftianaera 6tJ, the l^egion^ quartered ifi Mcefia 
icing ordered iiito||t>ly by Otho, to make hcad^ Igainft Vi- 
Jclhos, the who dwelt beyond the Danube, and 

Aver allowed the Romans any refpite, but when.thcy did 
ri|^t'fhink it fafe to attack tftem, embracing that opportu- 
crofled the Dani^be, and entering Mcefia, cc^uered 
pat% of that province ; bnt^ Miicianus, palling foon after 
through Moefia, on bis march i?om the^aftinto Italy, ob- 
liged nhem to abandon the country they bad Icized, leaving/ 

F^nteiu^ Agrippa, formerly proconful of /Vfia, with a body 
of troops, to awe the Barbarians h In the following year, 

Agrippa being killed by the Sarmatians, the Dacians broke 
into Pannonia, and, having plundered that pro\^nce, ad- 
vanced into Moeiia, where they joined the Sarmatians; but 
M'ere foon after repulfed with great flaughter by Rubrius 
Callus, -whoiia Veipafian,^ then emperevr, had difpatched 
againft them, '^ About the year 86, the Dacians having ra- 
vaged the neighbouring provinces, and comn^itted great 
cruelties, Domitian, then, emperor, refolved to march againft 
them in perfon. Duras was^«f*?Hat time king of the Da- 
cians ; but he, by an inft»flce of moderation feldom to be 
found in hiftory, voluntarily fijtrrendered the foyereignty to 
Decebalus, becaufe he thought him better qualified for it 
than himfelf ; aftd indeed Decebalus was, according to Dio, 
one of the beft commanders of his time; fi^new what was 
pro^r to be done, and how it ought to be put in execu- 
tion ; #as very fkilful both in attacking and retiring, in lay- 
ing ambufcadcs, and engaging in the open field ; and was 
nev^r at a lofs how to improve a vidltory, or to fupport 
when conquered. 

We have related the particulars of this war in the hif- 
tory of Domitian's reign, and therefore lhall only 
in this pi^ce, that the Dacians, in the firft Battle they 
fought, totally defeated AppiusorOppiiwiSabinus, governor Vc. of 
of MoeCia, who was killed in the engagement ; that upon ^ 

his death, and the of his afmy, they laid wafte, with- ^ 
out control, and reduced feveral caftles and 

other £9!!^; that D^ftaitian, to put a ftop to theit^vages, 
haftened Into IllyTitunl, with almoft all the forces of the^^i«ir4>i*i^ 
empire ; that Decebalus fent deptnies to treat peace ; hut iurwHfk f 
the emperor, rcJeiSling his prc^ofals, difpatched Cornelius 


* lib. liv. p. 54^. 


1 Illicit; lib. iti> cap* 46, p, 73, 74. 
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S^^&S.-JSS.tL’S , 

I*® ,<l©<^PpjW #iic of hi8 generals, tiaMil^^Han airainft th 
ejWmjFji^t d^g to e^ofe his Julian sain 

?.coi 9 Dlete viaorjr, anJp„t. fuoh numlix^ of the Dacillis 
DecebaluS, no longer able to kee»fc 
guld^djfpatchfd ambafladors once more to fue for p^e • 
which Ijornitian would not grant upon any terms * hi* in 
the mean time inftead rf improving, his late vido^/^nd 
preffing Deeebalus, already reduced to great difbllft he 
'mrnitiM *"1? 2rms agaipft the Marcomans and Qnadians ; ’and 

fffTIa defeated, and ,iut to flighfchXL shd 

■^mful eome to an,agreement with Deeebalus ; and accordinslv 

reeding on the bad fifuation of his affairs 
• A. p? 90. proper tq accept the emperor’s ofiere ; but inftead’ 

y«‘rog upon him. as Domitian deCred. he pointed S 
r Diegis Slivered up 

and^^^^i•?r^^”{!!!^f"‘^u* ”“ro‘>e'' of prifoders^ 

and i«J|^ed from his Ju^ the diadem, in bis brother’s 

name >>,. The emperorJbeWftc, agreed to pay to Deceba 
las a year^Tumt and fent him, at bis rtVeft! aTreat 

we?£lfSi« &”rf f f“eh\fp;eiallfas‘ 

SnS ““d making military 

“DomitiSll P“"««lly paid as lon| 

mitian ® conclqfion of the peacfli Do! 

Suntrv ered^ in the 

K 7 *•’«« 

y®*^..^*i^^btch Domitian had agreed tonavio 
Decehalu^j^taWm^d to him during the reign oRS 

a? 


’^udy proparc .for war, fqliciting the 

W.ih. fe-ghbtiuring nations to jpm them* tfpeqially the lazygians, 
a powerful and warlike nert,,!-. rJ 


* “ “ “''"'/Y «peqwily the lazygians, 

st thai^ime a powerful and warlike people; Imtthevde 
f:' .it dining under various pretences, to bW^iA Ae eSuft 
|?ecebaj|8^adc war fitft upon them* a|id fe^ed a confides 

»«!eoth?£ap ^’TstVIso^IiifT’ " *• P- 788. Jorn. 

f /. V® «?p- > 3 - ^ lib. lxyiu.p. pj &lib, Iifvii.,i;76^ 
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able part of tlieir country, which TrajaH^- after he had con^ 
quered the Dacians, jjefafed to reftore, thou&b they had loft 
it . for their fidelity to the Romans. Docchalus foon after 
turned his arms againft the Romans, ^nd, pafling the Da- 
nube, began to^plunder the ?ieighbpuringf»^vinces. Tfa- 

S 3S not with tbefe hoftilitks ; fpr he wanted 

a pretence to ‘rtaalte war on the Dactads, of whofe 
ng power he w^as extremely jealou^. Befidcs,.he was 
aed, that Decebalus mafritained a friendly correfpou- 
with Pacorus, ki^g of the Parthians,* whomie 
ited with Callidromus. taken in Mexfia by one of bis 
j/cuiQ.^^nts during the war with 13 omitiai|. 

The\ood underftanding between thefe two 'po wers gave Vr. of FI, 
Trgjan great uneafinefs. He therefore ‘rjo footer heard *450. 
that Decf balus had committed hoftilities in the Roman ter- 
ritories than, aflctnbling a formidable army, he marched, 
with incredible expedition, to the banks of the Danube ; 
pafled that river without oppofition, Decebalus not being 
apprifed of his arrival ; and entering Dacia, dcfolated the 
country with fire and fword. Decebalus^ hovi^evcr, not in 
the leaft difmayed, having armed the youth of the country, 
marched boldly to mfiet Trajan; a bloody engagement enfued, 
in v^ich great numbers fell on both fides ; but the. Romans 
gained the vi£lory. It was on^,;rf!f5Npccafion tha^ linen be- 
ing wanted to bind the wo\i¥f^s of the Romans, Trajan tore 
his own robes to fupply that want. The empji^r, purfu* 
ing the advantages of his viQory, follow^ed them^y clofc, 
and not allowing them time to levy new forces, harafied 
them without intermiffion to fuch a^iegrec; that Pccebalus 
was at length obliged tp fend deputies with propofalii for an 
accommodation* Trajan appointed ^ J#tcinius Sura and 
Claudius Libianus, to treat with iheii|;y t deputies not 
agreeing, Trajan purfued his ravagei»#‘?advancii^ from hill 
to hill, not without great danger, he arrived in the 
neighbourhood of Zermi^egethufa* the metropolisof Dacia. 

On the other hahd, ^ximus, one of the emperor’s 
rals, reduced feverat^accs, in one of which he^fpe^the 
Cftcr of Decebalus prifoner, and rccovcrcdia Romahj ftand** 
ard, which had been loft when Fufeus was defeated and 
killed in the reign of Domitian^ •Thus Decebalus was ob- 
liged at Jaft to fubmit, and comply with the terms, wbicl| 

Traj^to thought fit to preferibe. 

Neverthejefs, in three years, be renewed the war ; but 
being vanquifhed by Trajan in feveral encounters, and 
ft ripped of his dominions, he chbfe rather to put an end 
to his life, than to live in fubjcStOn. His head was im-* . 
mediately brought to Trajan, and lent to Romf« Upon i 
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at- 
tempt in 
main to 
/bake off 
the yoke. 


mM' ^ 

iiitf entirely fubdued, and 

emperor caufed 
in wMch he placed 

" i^abkarMijii^ubje|£li^¥ He likewlfe 

^a^pmfafr'pf co!<)nies, hmd» 

and <3*^.^fpte6,'''who 
#icil]ifcnj5k>|iii^Hn BaejNt* The Hwii^ariaft wtkers me 
feverai m 'their country, and liiewtfe4n Tianfylv^w, 
whicji on^hk'.^cafion weVe built or peopled by th^Ro- 
ItoarwL Daci«;» reduced to a province, was goveriyd by 
4.RdiRan magiArate, wdth th^thleof pro-prsetqr, as 3/pears 
from fome ancipat infcfiptions ^ . f 

The emperor Adrian, who fucceeded Trajan/ was in- 
clined to abancjdn Dacia ; but the regard be had for thewRo- 
mati citizens, who had fettled there in great numbers, made 
him alter the refolntion he had taken. However, to prevent 
the Biftbarians on the other fide the Daliubc from invading 
the Roman territories, he caufed the famdbs bridge to be de- 
ftroyed, which his predeccflbr had built overthat river. In 
the firii year of«the reign of Antoninas Pius, the Dacians 
attempted to Ibake oif the yoke ; but the rebellion was foon 
quelled by the generals, whom the* emperor difpatched 
agoinftthem In 168 they joined the Alemans, Marco- 
manSi QtJadians, anddWtl<;^ians, againft the empire ; but 
tl^ empeiTdrs, M. Aur^ius and L,. Verus, marching 
they fubmkted. In 180, twelve thoafand 
f driven out of theit puntry by other Barba- 
of tlrat province, prevailed upon 
of Dacia, while they were 
in ftiH '4fjarch to Alemam, then at war with the 

Romans In of Caracalla, the Dacians feem 

to h^ve w-c arc told, that fome fkir- 

mi^bc®^vrd^‘ them and that prince, and 
tlj(ijt;tbfi^ gave hoftkge^, as a pledge of their future fide- 
the rcdii>^ion ot Dada. in 105, great num- 
* ''f : the natives, abandtHttng ancient tountry, 

among the neighbouring BarWrians* Thefe made 
t inroadt; into the cmpire^' with the Sarmatians, 
56, and Alemans; and their defeendents, in the 
_ Sarm:dl{^s,' committed 

in fwwnan provincet 'bordering op the 
but were, in^adl likelihood, rpolfed wiitWgreat 
the emperor, fitice, the year after they invaded the 
^©mpire^ lilacfinustookihe cittes of Sarmattcus and Dacicus, 
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of the :£i^arils. 

» F,,„„ 

th« 1 thift«ent^ of G«!tcfiii,*tho Gotht 
*7^ade hiaftcrsof 

Dacia 5 fw t^P|ofs of tb^t ffovincj ijrre<^oetl among ^ 
toany misforfuaes of that prince’s unhappy iseJgn About Yr. of PL 
niW years'” after, it. was in great part recovci^d by Aure- 
li3R.i but ho finding he could not maintain it iu th^ rniclfl 
of m many. bafl>arous nationsVithoiit an immenfe eb'^rge, IT' 
ivitlldrew the troops api^ointcd to defend ir,mnd witJ^them 
the fv^hahitants and their families, allotting them lands in 
Mcefi^ and Dardania, which he made a neyr province, called 
iikewil^DaClS, and by Lr.dantiiis New Dacia* This pro- 
virile lay onlhe Roman fide of the Dani?b,e, andjs placed 
by Vopillus between the two Moefias. It comprifed, ac- 
cording to Sanfon, part of the prefent Bulgaria and Servia, 
and had Sardica for it^ metropolis. The Goths appear to 
have feized on the ancient Dacia abandoned by Aureliati. 

Thus were the ancient Dacians cither tranfplanted into the 
Roman territories, or difperfed among ihe neighbouring 
J3arbafians beyond the Danube, with whom they became 
one^nation. 

^he Lombards,, 

THE Longobards, Lanj^hards, or Lombards, who, in TJn 
procefs of time, made themielv^s nialtersof,itaJ^^ and. from 
whom part of that country, formerly known by the name 
of Cifalpine Gaul^Js ^i-ll called Lombardy, arc firft men- 
tioned in hiftory by Profper Aquitanqs, bifliop of Rhegium, 
m the year waiter, beginning acnronicleof his 

own compofition, in tfic laid ye4r, ai^bf having copied that 
of St. Jerom, as far as it goes, teUs4^i^^t.the Lombards, 
abandoning the moft diflant coafts ocean, and their 

native country Scandinavia, and feekli^ new fettkments, as 
they were 'overftocked wdth people at home, attacked, and 
^ercana^, abotltt this tinifi the Vandals, then in Geri mmau 
They heatied by ^wo chiefs, named IboreuS*aftdt 
nus; ,npbn wbofc death they created Agi^inund, 

«tter, thefr king, who reigiied thirty- three 
ft is to be tbatipng b^one Frrfpcr’s time,, 

IS |h;a<ie of .^Vftieople name^ Jl^gobardsf for haink 
oeciirf ha Ftdeiny, Taci|jus, and ,^abo ; even Marobod*tiai^ 
who was contemporary ^th Anguftus, is %lcd ^^ingibf 
theSueves, Maircpmans, ai||rLdngobards, by Tacitus*. 

»S* ijfc p.a^ES., q Aur. Via* JEotrop. 

lib- vii. cap. Teft. ^ P^fp-^a-on. Grot. 

?rolcg,mHift. Gc>th.f:- 53 , . Ta%m cap. 4^|5^,54/5|. 



of t^^e^Lotahaf^^ 

■ iTilKSWtts tire^ nteted into an alliance with th, 

«**“-^fls.^upaer tl,eeirdn^^i;#fe,celebraltd aS?/ 

|e ^^4p<»i^Matpbodufls,'^&om whom they had re’ 
5 ^* % jrWr i 70 , thoi}«mh Aurelius’i 
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XlMic \* r rWt* AurcJiu$'« 

IfcP people, whiomd paired the 

SS’C '"'ith the Mar^W invade^ 

^4° defeated b^ VindjJX and 

Lin geographers placedi 

r ^ *he Oder, were, according to Groius 

-4 t German nation, and a quite diA'erent people fron/tlie 
„ ngobards who are nftntioned by Profper, andZfter- 
^ were,;lBccoiiing to 

The Aquileia, coifimoply know^by 

the name of Paulus Diaconus, and the moft credible wri- 
ters, originally a Gothic nation, and the fame with the 

“f «candi. 

mviabyfea, flopped at the month of the Viflula, or the 
Wieller. From thence they advanced to the banks of the 

D infefled, as we readin Voplf- 

cus, the Roman territories wi.'h frequent incuifions. *^In 
procefs of time the Gepidie quarrelled among themfelves, 
theJhr^ ‘his diircnfion fprung the Longobafds, who'are, 
therefore, as Salraaliu^,»ft^onftantine Forphyrogenitus'' 
obferve, Mlled fometimes G^dae, and fometimes Longo- 
♦W K f place to place, often Ihifting 

Ac»r habitatio-ns, and ^re therefore called Winili, that is, 
tn tv^^h deODttiination has induced feme writers 

to think that the %,m^|ds and Vandals, named alfo Wi- 

ftantireh f two nations were cl- 

‘'’"y indiferiminately 
called Wwl. Or>m^rs; but though agreeing in name; 

tS^^iw^i»Jiftina nations. I'he leained Shcr- 
LougobanJs me'ntioned by 
^ c* *’ ftdlemy, were of Gothic extraaion ; 
,^t^t they were left in Germany by^thh Celebrated Wo- 
‘ ‘hat'CQuntry from Stwhia into 

been a 

' „ ^’ 1 "“?'® i'O'tgohartfs fbme^erivc from the word /ad 
?F Certifying m the^^pennan language, ioaf^r, be- 

w -^*1; *'• C“P- ’*• »*• P- >59, t6o. 

’gt^'iirtygV-t^rphyr. de Admin. 4tm4r, jd 

. C*P' 359* ' 


® Grot. ibid. p. * 7 . 
^ S|)erii^b« 
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ffifloty of the tj>miarJs. . 

aufc the Lombards, while in Scandinavia, lived in marffic^! ^ 
or near the fea y. Otifers think it comes from the two Qfcr. 
man words*^«/™ heltehar^, thatii, froiti the 
long halberds^ which they fupfM^e to have, been 
5 ^iem i but PauJus Diappnus, who was himfelf a LombS, 

^ugh born in Italjr, $^U^u3, that they were called Loh^- 
bal|ls from the length of their boards ; and with him Con^ 
ftafeine Porphyrogenitus % Otto Frifing^nfis ^iffeuri^erus*, 
andl^Grotius' agree. After they had wandered through 
fcvenl countries, (hiftin^T their feats, they fettled in fannV 

nia, which they pofle fled for the fp.'^e of forty-two years, and 

then mV^rching into Italy, under die conchia of their king 
Alboinus, made themfelves mailers of th^ greater part of 
thaf couiitry. We have obferved above, nhat ifpon the 
death of their leaders Iboreus^^nd Aion, they appointed 
Agilmuiid their firft king. He was fucceeded b^^he fol- 
lowing princes, Lam i feus, Leta, lldeock, Gudeoc, Claflus, W 
Patus, Wachus, Walterius, Audoiniis, and Alboinus, the 
nrft of that nation who reigned in Italy. As for the man- 
"5*^® ^ Lombards, Paulus Diaconus Tells us, that no 
violence or oppreifion, no treachery or compulfjon, was 
pra£iifed among them 5 and that every man enjoyed his 
property undifturbed, and followed his profeflion withbut 
the leaft apprehenfion of dangci*^^Dut that writer was per- 
haps in fome degree prejudiced in favour of his country- 
men ; for Procopius wTieCS, that thofe Lombards who had 
ferved under Narfes againft the Goths in Italy, were fent 
back to their own country on account of the diforders they 
committed ; and pope Gregory, furnamed the Great, who 
was but too well acquainted with the Lombardy calls them, 
m feveral parts of his works, a moft abandoned nation.. 

Perhaps they ncitjher deflffrved the encomiums of Paulus nor 
the repiroffclies G^gory ; at leaft it does not appear from 
their cohdu^il,;||P^:C |nafters of Paulus Tbtintre/j. 

HiacotiUs* their drefs, tells us, that their cloaths 

^ere loofe, add the moft part of linen, fueja as 
Anglo-$axDtis wore, being ‘ interwoven with various co- 
lours ; that their (hoes were open to the *find of the foot, 
and that' they ufed to button or la^e them*’. From fome 
ancientijainudjgs it appear^, thtft they ftiaved the back part 
ofth^yi^ads; but that their as long before; their 

locks bemg parted, and laid did fide their foreheads* 

With refpcifi to their hiftory we lhall here relate what wc 

y Rudbeck, Atlant. pait 1. cap. X4. * Conft. PorpHyr. de , 

^nem. a OUio Fi fmg. lib. ii, cap. *3. dc Gett. Fijd^ Imper. 

^unt, Jib. ii. c Grct^ibid, ** Paul. Diac. bbtijr# »J' 

find . 





1^ I>iaconm !)ut V9M not take upon us to 

trath/)! wbaf i|i^ author \wrltes. 
ntf &anfdjiiaVjaj ovcrftocked witJ^ people at 
cfpt;^T^qucnfc ift quell of now fettle, 

q^^ijbng th4rAk.1tejnng their native country, 
In tlf^e fhips :; one o^|h^^rf^ied Hov^ than ty 
oth^rtWi anef' Hopped in the at "the Viftula. 

Goth(S.^h"b<^ ware called from a wdtd in tSir 

hg'rtifjring J^ozc/, I'be/e Oepidx, unwiiim|f to 
jjwcceS farthef, fettled in an iilanAiformcd by the Vilfuln, 
and cqtrtinued there till their numbers were fo increafecl, 
iliat the ifiand coidJ no Honger fupport them. Thyy then 
began to roam about the neighbouring countries ?n quell 
of new laiinds, aad*'.thence wore called Winili or W^indertrs. 
Dirputis ariGng among th^felVfcSj they agreed to fepa- 
Wc. ®kius Diaconus wrBiH tha| the country where they 
had fectred, being no longer aWfe io maintain them, they 
divided into three parts, one x^hcreof, on whom the lot 
Ihould fall, was to go in quell of new habitations ; but 


moll other writers fuppofe the Longobards to h^ve %/upg 
from the clivifion of the Gepidle. Be that as it may,' tbole 
who migrated, chofe for their leaders Iborcus aqd 
thc‘ fons of Gambara, a woman univcrfally refpefled on 
account of her wirdonrlf**Skindcr their conduct they firfl 
fcpied in a country, by PauluV Diaconus called Scoringa, 
Ordering on that which w^s then poflefledby the Vandals, 
whb^ icon after their arrival, gave them to underftand, that 


^ , they mull either pay tribute or prepare for war. The two 

leaders^ by advice of ijjcir motb|5f 'replied, that though 
irieydifyfit ^ in nutxi}^* they preferred war to fervitude 

A engi^emcnt%nfttcd, in which 
the 

But lA«: pepids^^Wbritn we bene^o^h Lom- 
. ]bFdrds, .tbi^h that iunse ww ^rhaps^ tbm after- 
wards,' being fevercly diHrelfed with reifolvcd to 

; ^dboiidon^coringa, and fettle^ in fruit 

They fet out accordingly for Mautiliiga ; biit ; tto AlSpitti 
0 ^ firfl denying them a ^alTage through? iheir territertesi .they re- 
filved attempt it by to Hrike tel^r into 

the w them i® numl>crithcy 

Cynocepbahj^, or men 

— ^ ^ terrified tW/|^ffipitti, 

to eiigagi&'fa Armful an enemyi aiid bav- 
them or ettradrdinary ftrength and courage, 
y ^MWdxoput the whole to the iHue of a Tingle com- 
I wti^ they no fooner oHered to the Lombards than 

the 


The hBfiory of the 


Lomtharjs, 


the propofal was accept^, the two nations agreeing, that 
if the champion of the.Affipitti (hould overcomejthXttee 
fhouU be denied; but if the Lo«,bard proved 
the reft Ihould be allowcrf to pafs unmolcfted. The two 
champions engaged in iight oTf both, armies, and % £01^ 
W having gained tbeAViiaory, a paflage was granted to 
tHSwhole nation, purfuaht to the agreement. Upon their 
arrl'al in Mauringa, they, in jrdcr to increafette mimbet 
oftl^ir warriors, fet all their flaves at liberty, who, though, 
of (iiHerent countries, became one nation with them^Frnrh 
Mauringa, where they remained but a fliort time, they pro- 
ceeded to Gothland, and made thanfelvco makers of An-' 
thabet, Sathaib, and Urgundlab, which our hilloiian con* 
jtfhires to^e hames of towns. > 


In Gothland their two leaders Iboreus and Aion died, 
ujpon v/hofe death the Lombards refolvcd to choofe a king, 
after the manner of other nations; accordingly they con- Agilmrwi 
ferred that dignity on Agilmund the fon of Aion, who is their frft 
faid to have been killed by the Bulgarians, after he had 
reigned thh-ty-threc years. He was fuccccfled by Lamifeus 
or Lamiflio, fo called from The word lama^ fignifying in fucceedt 
theirjanguage a fijh-pond for his mother, who was a har- and 
lot, IS faid to have thrown him, and fix other males^ ’of 
whom file was delivered at the fani^ time, into a filh-p^^. 

Laniiflio was luckily faved Agilmund, who paffingthat 
way, and obferving the children, flopped his horfe, atnd 
Itretching out his fpcar to them, one of them grafped it, 
and was faved. TTie king, not doubting but he would one 
day prove a brave man, ordered him to te brought up 
with great care, calling him Lamis-lhon, that is, the fon of 
a fijh pond* -Me h faid to have gained a vidlory over the 
Amazons, arid Xq have behaved, on ieVefaV^ther occafions, 
with fucfcl^oUijtion and intrepidity, tb^,^tipon the death 
of Agilmfitid# tic jLiomlards proclaimed him king. He' no 
fooner vefled with this dignity, than, deter- 

mined upon revenging the death of his predeej^flbr, 

*narched againfl the Buigsmans^ and though his men gave 
Way at firft, yet being*nniniated by the wcMs and example 
their new king, Uiey gained a complete vi^ory. La- 
wag fucceeded m l.cchii ; and he, after a 

reign rf near forty yearC?S^ cft Hildehoc* as was 
Ildeoc by Gadeoc. In the itign of the latter, Odoacer, 
king of Italy, having killed Feietheus, king of the 
dwelling beyond the Danube, and either put to the fivond) 
or carried into captivity, the whole nation, the Ldhlbardll. 
fettled in their country, then deftitutc of inhabitants. 

During 



Hifioty of the Lpmhardst 

During their refidcnce in Rngiland (for fo the country of 
’® «»'led by our hiftorianj their king Gudcoc 

■ ki' f”" V“*. •& wC 

•K r ^ I^ombards, feaving Ru- 

in the champaign country bordering on the 
► where a war breaking out between them and the/ 

defeated with great flabghter, l&M 
king Rodujphus b^ing (lain with the flower of their nadfc. 


WWW* - O •MU.XIX Wilrli LI 

tJ^vided the rich plunder : /inu 
kieg took for his lhare only the Randard ofHo- 
jSuiphti^ called banduni, with the helmet lie ufed to wear i:i 
battle. Not long^fter thjfi event Tatus was Rain by AVacho 
fon to his bfother Zuchilo. Aildichus, the fon of Tatus! 
endeavoi^rcd to revenge his father^s death, and vindicate tl.c 
juft claim he bad to the crown ; but w^as in feVeM encoun- 
ters def^ted by Wacho, and obliged to take refuge among 
the neighbouring Cepidae. Wacbo is faid to have fubdued 
the bueves : he had three wives, Raiiicimda, daughter of 
the king of the Thuringians ; Auftrigofa, daughter of the 
^ Salinga, daughter of tbe king of 

t^bc Heruh. By the latter he ll^d Walterius, who fucceeded 
him in the kingdom, and reigned about feven years. 

. After Walterius came Adoinus, in wbofc reign a waT be- 
-tl»-^ombards and the Gepida;, a 
was fought, in X'hich the latter were totally 
^*1 'T“^ yi(f\ory gained on this occafion by 

tbe Lombjuds, was chiefly owing to Alboinus, the king’s 
ton } for^the young prince having engaged and killed with 
to own hand fboriftnund, the fon of Turifind, king of the 
Oepid*, the enemy, who had fought with great refolution 
and intrepidity, ^ring the king’s fon was killed, fled with 
precipitation. The vjSorious Lombards, upon their re- 
turn, Wgg€4 pto^king to indulge his fon, a$4 reward 
"^iJl^kgaU^t'tMihaviour, in the iianonr of dii^ng with 
biiS ; which was deemed no lefs glorious among the Lom- 
4|ajd8, than a triumph among the Romans. Tie king an- 
Iwered, fciat, by an ancient and immemorial cuftom among 
the Lombards, ijiat honour and nsaik of diftinaion was not 
to be granted, even to the princes of the blood royal, till 
they had publicly appeared in the armour of fomeToreign 
prince kilted mhattle with theirl^n^ hand. In contoouence 
of thlS' declaration, Alboinu% attended only by fhtty refo- 
™* WP^ *>?cn, repaired to the court of Turifind, tode- 
armour of that prince’s fon, whom he had killed 
m thc,^ve mentioned battle, being rcfolvcd, if any vio- 
lence yWs, offered him, to fell his life dear. The king re- 
ceived 
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fit «tal^te with 

In the reign of Audolftu»,.the Lombards w^, h, the Vr ofW 
p4eror Juftiman, allowed to fettle in Patinon.V IZ ' 

IS the account given by*Paulus Diaconus of tl,e varfous^S ^ ® V 

grations, wars, and conquells of«he Lomlv.r^c iv * 1 . ? 

irft lea^ng Scandinavia to their fettling in’Panioni^"!, the IV’"* 
mam, h\ agrees with Profner ° 


well acquainted with the LomhlTs "1l,:tte?w.‘irS 
fpeakmg of the war between the Lombards and the SulT 
fiys, that^the Lombards had been forraej-ly obliged to pay 
nbute to the Heru i ^ ,,of vjiich circumllaLe no no *711 
aken by our hiltorian. 'Lbe names of the various co^! 
to h^ve 5 I^barrfs are faid by Paulus Diacqnus 
later OCCafioned great debates among the 

havli? ff * and feveral conjedures 

is that ® any. foundation 

IS, that the countries mentioned by fhat writer Jay between 

the mouth of the Viftula, where the Lombards from Scandi- 

tTe?fe^"PPT^A-*- P'tnnoma, where 

iney let^^ tn Juftinian’s time. 

tint's"® Alboinus was proclaimed 

g-byth<^ombard*^ Upon hia iwceffion to the crown, 
he marri^ Q^^fvinta, daughter to king of the 

b««« one daufe^^ gy fo J 
Alpilunda^^^l^^ otbcjTs Albifvinda. Mouf' the fame 
me d^-,j^riiia<|j|.,|^g’of the Gepidae, and was fueceedsd 
tl^ to fegenge the death ^his broi- 

^adt^i^aTj opon the Las^barda. Alboi>s Alboinus 
g ®V alliance with the Hunns, then known 

Wtofc tbe-fteldy and, in the firft 

king^.-tbe Gepida: with J'aX-, 
u flight, and, purfuing his own hand, 

ctorf, ettC luch.nttmberOfn pieces, that they ceafed to be a 
th'. 'j"’ we havcAlated alreai^^ Alboinus, having caufed 

‘be deceafed fcin^head to fanii^ck off, made a cup of his 
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^hi Uijkry 0 / the Lombards. 

ikully Called* in the language of the Lombardi?, fchal.'j, 
which he ufed hi all public ernertaihments. However* 
having taken, Amw^ mny other capti»es of great dif- 
the laite king’s daughter, Kofamunda, he married 
her |he death of his^formcr wife Clod ifvinta®. 

^ vi<£to»|^ Alboinus gained great fame and reput^ 

tiO^, not only among the Gothic nations, whofe bards (f- 
ieWated his prowefs and valoeur in their poems, but lii/e- 
^fe among the^Jlomans ; infoidtrah that Narfes, who Mad 
been fent by Juftinian to drive thb Goths out of Italy, 
courted his friendfliip, ai^d, entering into an alliance wdth 
bi^ foli^ted^-his alhttance to put in execution the com- 
miflioah^bad reived* Alboinus furnifhed' him^with a 
choice fedy of inen, who, crolFing the Adriatic: gulf5h, 
landed in ItaljPf ; and, joining the Romans, diilii.guifhcd 
themfelves in that battle, in which Totila was killed. The 
war being ended, they were fent home loaded with rich 
prefents, and continued faithful allies to the Romans, 
whom they afBIted on all occafions, fo long as they inha- 
bited Pannonia. \ ^ 

In the mean time Juftinian dying, Narfes, who governed 
Italy, with an abfolute aolhoritfigiid had acquired nnm<mie 
wealth, was by the ItaHans aqc^ed tor the emperor Juftin 
II. the fuccrclTorof Juftinian, ^pd to the emprefs Sophia, 
afpiring to the fovereignty of the country. In con- 
fcquence of thw chafge, be w’^ae recalled, and Longinus 
fent to fireceed him- Ashe was an eunuch, the emprefs is 
reported, to hsuse feid, ^that his^mployment at Conftan- 
tinople (liould be im diihibute^ ki the apartment o|'hcr wo- 
men,- the poniofi' which ^ch was to fpin->^ Narfes, 

enraged at feiere«d infolem refleaion, “ I will begin 
(fajd he|,. tta fhe ftall never be able to fitiilh 

^ imiiit»rf'|j|g|.d^tch«d> mongers to the Lombards, 
mvitinyth^tc^po Italy;. W^th^be mclTenifera he fent 
p£g^atd>to AlMimrs, whh whoifil he was^well acquainted, 
and fome^f the heft fruits Italy ^ baits to allure 

bm and his. ful^£ls tQ;attempt the eonnutUr of fo fertile a 
country 

. Alboinu^ eiitreniicly pleafed t^ith tli#.^ppoi^t^tty that 
oSeeed of mvadiiig<Ttaly, 

bards were already well sic«pi»^tf4 began, wilJi^S^lay, 
to mate the nccelfary pucpar^Kfoliir for his intended etpedi- 
tjon. I]i|ithe'ftrft place, h^.^fei^cited ^e alb fiance of the 
Sskxansif his old feieods ocdluiiics, pfoml|ng to Iharc with 

» Paul. Diac. Longob. dt ^sft. cap. ififi s idem ibid. lib. ih 
cap. I* 5, 6, Si fcq. 
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them his future conqucfts. The Saxons joyfully clofed 
with his propofals, and provided him twenty thou find men* 
with their wives and chjjdren K He likewife received power- 
ful fuccours from^ other nfitions, namely, from the Gepi- 
d^, then his fubje6ts, from tlv/ Bulgarians, Sarmatians, 
'S^innonians, Sueves, and Noricans’'. Havihg thus collet!^ed 
-aSumerous and forniidable army, before he departed; he«en- 
te.*ed into a ftricl alliance with the iliiuns, the moft power- ' 
fill of bis neighbours, leaving Panuonia to tflieni, ^pon this 
cuiulition, that, if the Expedition he was going u]v>n IlioiiJd 
not fucceed, the Lombards Oioui^ he a iiyvvea to cil'cr upon 
their fc^rmer pofledions. Having vOiicerted fifch other mca- Vr. of Ft. 
fiircs as he thought ncce/Tiry foj- lb grcM an ui^ertakirig, 
he procct'ded with his whole nation, their wdves and ehil- 
dreri, carrying with them all their moveable^, and W'hatever ^777^^ 
they had of value •, and, leaving Pannonia> took tFcir route htrJr fa 
towards Italy. They began tbc'r march in the month of ottfJor 
-April, juft after Eviftcr, which fell chat year on the firft day 
of the mgnth, in the firft iiidiOion, in* the third year of 
Jiiftin IL the ninth of^fohi/IIL bilhop of Rome, and in tljjL 
year of the Chriftian aera 568 ; Alboinus, Mdth his arm^ 
anc^the promifeuous multitude thatibllowed it, arrived, by 
the way of Iftria, on the borderaof Italy, which he ente.red Btifsr 
without the leaft oppofitmn, and advancing through the 
province of Venetian to the cjty of Aquileia, found the 
whole country abandoned, the inhabitantshaving lied to mafiarsof 
the neighbouring iflands in Adriatic. . He no fooner federal 
appeared before Aquileia, than the gates were flung open ciw* 
by the^w inhabitant^j#who had courage to flay, th.c reft 
having upon intelligence of his approach, fled w ith their 
moft valuable elfedls, following thff of their pa- 

triarch Paulin us, who, carrying wdth bfttj ill the utenfils of 
his church, had taken refuge in an Aquileia 

Alboinus advanced to FeSSrum Julii, now;' which like- 

wife fulrendered. In this city he pafled.thc Winter, 
toning his tro»ops among the neighbouring villages, where 
they were plentifully fupplied by the natives with all forts 
of provifions. During the winter,' Alboinus reduced, the 
city of Frilali, and Its territory, tb a dukedom, conferring 
the tifljS^of dukd dn his nephew Gifulphus, whom he ap- 
Poinipii^O guard and govern thofc territories, which were, 
in a maimer, the gates df Italy, through which every in- 
vader muft firft fptce hrs piflage. Thus Friuli w»as erefted 
into a dttchy, has contin^cS fo ever fince. 

* Paul Diac. de Geft. Longob. lib. ii. cap. 1. 5, 6, & icq. ^ Ano- 
nym. apud Camil. Pci* lib, li, cap. i». 
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The^mfiory <?/ the J^mbards, 

Altokus, as foon as the icafo| allowed him to take 
field, movei forward, and, without th'* lead oppofition, re- 
duced Trivigi and Oderzp,. From thence he marched to 
Monte Selcet Vicenza, Verona, a^cf Trent, which furren- 
dered^j;p his'arms upon the firlt fummons. In each of thefe 
cities he left a^, ftfong garrifon of Lombards, under th;: 
epmt^and of an,/ officer, whom he diftinguifhed with the 
title of fiukej but “thefe dukgs wxre only officers and go- 
vernors of cities, and bore tl||t title no longer than the 
prince tlonght^^fit to continue them in their command or 
government. Such likewife were the fird dukes in Gaul, 
as Paulus iEmllids proptrlf obferves Alboinus left Pa- 
dua and j^yeral o^er cities behind him, either becafufe they 
lay top .i^chrout of his way, or becaufe they wer^ drortgly 
garrifenedji ^j^^t; would have taken up too much of his 
lime to bcfiege..fhem. Thus ended the fccond campaign of 
the Lombards iU^ It^ly. The third proved no Icfs fuccefs- 
ful : when they entered Liguria upon the return of fpring, 
the inhabitants were fo terrified at their approach that, 
leaving their habitations, theyuled,,|with all the eiTcdstbey 
%ould carry off, to the, mod remote and inacctflible parts of 
the mountains ; fo jtliat the cities of Brefcia, Bergamo, 
Loefi, Como, and the oth(?r tpwnspf the Liguria, quite to 
the Alps, being almod deditute of inhabitants, received 
them, without attempting to "make the lead refidance. 
Alboinus then advanced t6 Milan^ the capital of Liguria, 
Which, after a ffiort fiege, %iendered, mod of the inhabit- 
ants having fptired,^wiU) Htmoratus their bifhop, to Genoa. 
Vr. of t\, tJp<jn the r^iia^ of jMilan, th^Lombards, \ir\th joyful 
acclamations, i^laimed and faTuted Alboinus I^ing of 
Italy, rayiiig,.vhiil|.ra9^ a fliield in the midd of the army, 
Alhornus prefenting him 

proclaimed with among them, was the enfign of roy- 

4!"^ altf. hiftorian* date the beginning of the 

yhgdffto dr . Pfc Lombards in ‘4^y, which lafted for up- 
wards oftJwo Ij^iadred years. ■ 

Alboinus, tioy veiled with royal authority, marched 
from Milan to '^avia ; but meeting with a vigpm^s refifl- 
aftce,- as the plice was well gatr,ifoncd,,and fnrnijhed with 
great plenty pf provifions, he left 

on the fiegc, and with the *eft r^ducefl Piacenza^d^nia, 
Modena, and the other 'inland .cities bodi in and 

Tiffcany. He then marched into Umbria, ar^ reduced 
Spoleto, which he mii^ the metropolis of Umbria : erc£t- 
ing the city and its t^itory into a dukedom, he appointed 

*Pauh i&ail* de Reb« Franc, €ap« 6a 
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FerofllduSi he difpified with the title of duke, go- 

vernor ‘t#that diftritt. The governors of the other cities of 
confequeh’ce were honojircd with the fame title, as were the 
cities with that of duchies^ which mofl of them retahi to 
this day From Umbria Albdinus returned to the fiege 
<1f Pavia, which at length furrcnclered, aftt:r it had been 
defended with great refolution for three years and fqme 
months. The king, enraged againfl tlie inhabitants, had 
vowed to put them all tothe^fword ; but we.nre told, that as 
he was entering the efty on horfeback, bis horfe fell under 
him in the middle of the gate, a;«^l could not by any means 
be raifed, till at the perfuafion or one of his*followers, he 
revoked the cruel vow he had made ; when his J^orfe llart- 
inf up, he proceeded to the palace built by Theodoric, king 
of the Oftrogoths, whither the people, to whom be had 
promifed pardon, crowded to fee him, ahd to fwear alle- 
giance to their new prince. As Pavia was a city of great 
lirength, and conveniently (ituated, Alboinus and his fuc- 
cefTors chofe jj^for the plac| of their refidence ; whence it 
bccamip tTie rhetropolia of f/e kingdom of the Lombards. 

Alboinus, now mafter of great part of Italy, compre- 
hei»ding Venetia, Liguria, ^^miJia, Hetruria, atid Urrjbria, 
refolved to eflablifh peace and good order throughout the 
countries he had already fybdued, before he made any far- 
ther conquelts ; but he was in^the mean time llain by the 
treachery of his wife, in the fourth year of his reign. This 
princefs, called Piofamund, was the daughter of Cunimund, 
king of the Gepiclx, wdioni Albomas^bad killed with' his 
own* 'hand in battle. Though infulted the me- 

mory of his conquered enemy, fo'fat ufe his fcull for 
a drinking cup, yet, upon the deatlii^ wife, he 

marrieddiis daughter, and was, by her c^tnlwnce, niiir- 
dered on the following occafion : as ^^pwas one day 
caroifhng at Verona with his chief favouri1'||l>, and principal 
oflicers, in the height of his mirth he fent for the queen, 
and filling deteft'ed cup, commanded her to firink mer- 
rily with her father. Rofamund, ftruck*yrith horror, hur- 
ried out of the room 5 and highly incenfed againft her huf- 
band for thus barbaroufly tiriumphing over the misfortunes 
of her family, rc||lvcd at all events to revenge the jn- 
humi^.infult. She immediately difeovered her intention 
to Helmichild, the king’s fchilpor, as the Lombards called 
him, that is, JJj’ield-bearery a yout|i of great intrepidity. 
Helmichifd peremptorily refuftd T^^februe his hands in the 
blood of hisTbvereign, or to be iirmy degree aCcefiary to 
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hi$ death; awd'iti ^iis ||c^|)^rfiftedi till he was, 

by a Ibameful ftrjftagem* forrccd^Hy queen to il^tomplU 
auce :^for Ihe, knowing that he eanied on an intrigue with 
one of he|;^Bdies, placed hcrfelf otii ‘night in her bed, and 
receiving the youth* indiflged him a& had been his 

own miftrefs,^n hi$ amorous d^fires ; tfiifen difeovering hti^ 
felf^to the deceived lover, flie told him, that he mull now 
either puf the king to death, «or be put to death by him. 
J“Ielmichi|d, convinced that, after what he had done, his 
fafety deluded upon the death Of tilt king, engaged in the 
treafon, which he other\yfe abhorred. One day, there- 
fore, while Alboinhs was repofing in his chamber after din- 
ner, Helmichild, with fome others, whom he had? made 
privy to his dcligft, breaking in fuddenly, fell upon^hc kiJJrg 
with' their Alhoinus, ftarting up at their firft 

'coming i», feiaief^.liis fword, which he had always by him ; 
but having attem^cd in vain to draw it, the queen having 
previoufly faftened it in the fcabbard, he defended himfelf 
for fome time witji a footftool; but was A length over-* 
poweitd, and difpatched with Hjaany woundl? | 

Hii c^a • Such tl«e end of Alhoinus, the firft king of the Lom- 

bards in Ifialy, and one of the greateft princes of the ag«^ in 
whic\i h^ lived. He was both a warlike and prudent prince ; 
no lefs fkilled in the arts 6i government than in thofe of 
war. His friendfliip was courted by all the princes of thofe 
times, efpeciallf by the emperor Juftinian, who was glad 
to enter into an, allianna with him while he was in Panno- 
nta. AccordH^y ^t aftfted Narfes, as we have hinted 
above, in hisjhrav^ Gqtfas, arid fo long as that great 

man conlintte6 imflShWitf at court, was willing to ferve the 
Romans Wbpaijkiqy. The little oppolition he met with 
in the rediM^ii^ ^ttlyj. was in a great meafure owing to 
the new form government, introduced by the exarch 
Xrongihus, fetidly Juftin the , Younger to fuccee.d Nhtfes, 
who had driven the Goths quite out ol Italy, and bad go- 
verned thdfc provinces ^i^h great reputation, the empe- 
ror’s U^u^nant, |or thirteen years. 

But to return to Rofamund ;>jfhe had promifed to marry 
tht koife of Helmichild as foon as he* had dppatebed the king her huf- 
band, and to beftow upon him, wJ^h lAperfqn, the king- 
^.iarch ^ dom of the Lombards. She married hi# tccdfidingly j but 
he was fo far,^om being ahlc tp beftow upon hfm the crown, 
j^reafure of that thpy both wj^d to favc thcmfclvcs by flight, the 
Lofu- Lomhar^ bci*ig exaf|™«?ed agllnft them for the death of 
a prince^%hom in t^#||l|icr they adored, and unalterably 
determined to brit^ td condign puniflixhent the juthors 
of To !^rbarQp§ % rnttHey, Rofamund, therefore, with her 


ne\y 
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new fjufband, and her daughter Albilfvinda, ,^Ithdrew In 
the nigHfejP^Uuic, and^ddw Longinus the cjcarcji, refiding at 
Ravenna,'' taking with her all the jewels and treafure of her 
late hufband< Lon^nts received her with the gre^^tefl 
marks of and kindnefe, and afTured her of his 

l^otedlioh. She IM not been long in Ravenna, when the 
^xarcb, a favourable opportunity now offered to 

make himfelf king of Italy bj means of*Rofainund», and.her 
treafure, imparted his dehgn to her, and declared his in- 
tention to marry her, ^jrovided fhe would tlifpatoii Hclmi- 


thild. . ^ ^ 

llofamund, extremely pleafed Vith the prppofal, w^hicli 
flattereH her ambition, refolved to get^rid of the perfoii 
whom f^e had married for the fake of h*r rcvt*ngc. Ac- 
cordingly having prepared a flrong poifon, (he mixed it 
V ith wine, and gave it to her hufband, as he cagie out of 
the bath, and called for drink, according to his ufual cuf- 
tom. Helmichild had not half emptied the cup, when, by 
the fudden ai^ ftraiige operation he felt, he fufpeded what ftrvedend. 
it was ; ani Hth his fwor/’ pointed at the queen’s breaft, 
compelled her to drink thc^reft. The poifon had the fame 
on her as on her hufband ; for in a few hours they both 
died. Longinus abandoning, upon her death, all tho5ghts 
of making himfelf king of Italy, lent the treafure of the 
Lombards to Cbnftantinopfe, together with Albifvinda, the 


queen’s daughter by Aiboinus* * ^ 

la the mean time the Lombards, haying p^d the lafl du- 
ties to their deceafed king, aflemblcd in Pavia, the metro- 
polis of tbeir kingdom ; and fhoj^, M^^edcd to the elcc- 


polis of tbeir kingdom ; and fhoj^, to tne elec- 
tion of a new prince, which fell ,a^an of great 

dilliuiStion among them. He rebuiLt biid been | 

ruined by Narfes, made himfelf mafter or Eiif|||pi, and ex- 
tended bis conquefts to the very gates of but as he 

treated not only the Roinanss, but bis own fubjei^s, ''^'tth 
great cruelty, he was murdered, with bis \yife Mciiana, by 
one of his aftople, after a fliort reign of eighteen months. 
His crucltylnfoircd the Lombards with fuch an averfion to 
royal power, that upon his death they r^olved to change 
their form of government} and accordingly, for the Ipacc 
of ten year^ tbey^hofe no king, but lived fuhjecc to ihcir 
dukes, tbal^, to JTOe governors of the cities ; for each cuy, 
as we have hidt^^d brfore, was governed by fome perfon of 
diflintlion, dignified with the title of duke. ^ l^efe dukes 
had hitherto acknowleged the rbjpl authority, ^nd w^re 
appointed ?nd removed at pleafy^j^.^t upon yjmoiiln- 
hig of kingly power, each bec«ite Sovereign in nis wrt 
city, and its diftrict. This divifibn of the countries they 
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had &hdil^ ia Xta^ into /o petty dates, put a flop 
for the prefSu. tp their coj»<}oeii», prevented them from 
ever making \ticmfelves maftcrs pf, all Italy, and finally oc- 
caCoi^d total rain s for thoagh the royal authority 
was ^f^rt#iM:ds piloted ajnong \hem,, yet.w they had been 
‘^’ey proved lefsAHnr, *id more 
liable ta parrel among themjBfcl^jes ^ 

rbou^ the Lonjbards, during the interregnum, were 
attended with fuccefs in theif wars wdth the Romans (for 
{hey themfelves mailers of %veral cities j namely, 

Sutri, Bomarzo, Orta, Todi, Amelia, Perugia, and Lu- 
peoli) ; yet they foon pe|teived, that their kingdom, thus 
divided, coulci not long fubfifl : therefore ailemblin^ in Pa- 
vja, they aefolve^ fubmit once more to the autbority#of 
pne man, and accordingly chofe Autharis, the fon of Clc- 
phis, for rhek £iugi in the year 585. This prince, by his 
valour anfi prp^enei^ fo eftabliihed the kingdom of the Lom-v 
bnrd$, that, notw^}i|landing the utmod efforts of the Roman 


emperors, it cpntmued for the fpace of near two hundred 
years ; bpt of the ^’xploits of tht dukes durii^g the'interreg^ 
Authari^ and his fucceflbrs, till the 
entire d^&u^pn ctf their kingdom by Charlemagne in 7741 
yjc af large ip a more proper place» 


The BulgmanSf 

TheEulga^ THE the Bulgarians began to be firfl: heard and 

flanu dreaded by jHile Romans in the reign t)f the emperor Zeno, 
about thc^ yeaf ^48^ ‘Rtinodius, the moft ancient writer 
who mentioni ds in the panegyric, which he 

GOmpofed the Offrogoths, that they 

were a ilii^crou s nation, enured to the toils of 

war, cvei^WPylfeft prefer death to flavery, and never known 
-*r/ td flight, till they engaged this hero “• 

lultftats, dwelr; in Ancient times, near the Volga, on the north 

languages] Ade of thcr Ca^ian feaj whence their country was called 
prtgttjf ^c. Volgaria, %nd they Volgari ; which names, procels of 
time^ were changed into Bulgaria and Bulgari Paulas 
iDiaconus calls thofe countries Bulgaria Md^a, which arc 
known at^ prefent by tht names of Aftrac^n and Cafan 'J. 
iiome i^riters affert theni to be bf Go^ic, ^ feme of 
Germffii' extraction ; but, as their langua^ Sfers widely 
from the langu^es of both thefe natfons, others, with far 

greater 'afrt||imhce of truth, conctude them defeended front 

^ ' * " 

" Pauk|pic. lib. i. • Ennod. in Panegyr. Theodor. 

£. %4W . . ? Vi# de Rcgn. Slater, p. »«?. 9 Paul. 
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neUher. They fpoke anciently^ fays Dioilm^s, in his hlflary 
of the kingdom of th« Slavic -the 3 lav on i 4 m language, as they 
jdill do, with feme variation in the dialect ^ As therefore 
the Goths, Alans, Validfels,^ and Gepid^, are though^ to 
have been orig^^Jly the fame people, fejSi^iifc the fame 
larjguage was^R>|t|inon to all, thefe nations muft, on 
the contrary, be allowed to be different, whofe languages 
differ. Now, no two languages, fays Rudbcckiuflj can •be 
conceived more unlike than the Slavonian fpdken by the 
Bulgarians, and the Gcyman and Gothic. The Bulgarians, 
theiefore, were not fprung cither from the Goths or the 
Geimans, but ought to be reckonJfd amofig tlje nations in- 
habit! nj^Afiatic Scythia; for they came^firfl: from thence ; 
anti to trjee them farther back would be a vain aifd fruitlefs 
attempt. 

From Afiatic Scythia, and the countries lylng^north of 
the Cafpian fea, they advanced, in queft of a more fertile 
country, to the Tanais, and from thence, in the reign of 
the emperor Zeno, to the hanks of the Danube, having at 
that time ’Bladinus for their lling. They Vere not impeded 
by that river; but, palling it, broke into Thrace, with a de- 
fign^to fettle in that country : but Theodoric the Oftrogoth, 
afterwards king of Italy, and at this time general oP the 
Roman troops quartered in that province, marching againft 
them, put them to flight, ?ftid obliged them to repafs the 
Danube. Thofe who invaded *1 brace bad Libertera 
for their leader, who was wounded in the; engagement. 
Some years after, that is, in 499, the eighth of the empe- 
ror Anaflafius’s reign, they again jnade a^ irruption into 
Thrace, committing dreadful ravages. ^4^ainft, them the 
emperor difpatchcd Ariflus, commander of the troops, in 
lllyricum, at the head of fifteen thoufand men,|g;tcndcd by 
five hundred and twenty waggons, loaded with ^arms and 
provifions. Arillus, confiding in his flrcngth, engaged the 
Barbarians on the banks of the Zarta or Zurta ; but was to- 
tally defeated, with the lofs of all his baggage^ and four 
thoufand men, among whom fell the counts NicollratuBf 
Innoceruius, and Aquilinus, wdtli feme cC the moll expe- 
rienccfi ofhcel;s of the army ®. , 

Three years after this expedition, they invaded Thrace 
3 gain ; and, having plundered that province, with great part 
of lllyricum, carried off an immenfe booty, the Roman troops 
being employed againft the Saracens, who, under conduct 
pf Badicarim, conimitted fliocking cruelties in i^alaeftine, 

» Diocleat. dc Rcgn, SJavor. p. 288. 'I.Marc. Chron. Jorn. 
Rrg. 9ap. ^8. Paul. Mifce). lib* sty. p. 449. 
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Arabi;£l9^t^i^oef^ice. 'fbey ap^mr to have continued quiet, 
pcrha|li'fey ^&j?fte«agi^emtetwitklliccnfpire, from this time to 
the ye^r the twelfth of the cMlIteeror J ultmian the Great, 
wh< 5 «^aij^iw^ kings, Vulger and 

Dfoggo, they ||ied the «Oanubc, and raig^l Mccfia. The 
con^mandeig., of the Roman troops qoarllRkl in that atid 
llie neighbotofing fKovm^ colIe 6 :ed their forces, 

m&J 5 chcdr were defeated with great 

daughter. lil confequefece of this vidory, the Barbarians, 
roving about uncontrolled, took an immenfe booty, and an 
incredible iiVrtlber of c;^pttve% tdeflr-oying with fire and 
fwurd what they 'could fiot carry off : but, in the mean 
time, Acum, by qation a Hunn^ an officer.of gre<ftt expe- 
rience,. v^honi ^uflinian had fent againft their, hating 
cut ©IF th/ir retreat, obliged them to hazard a battle in a 
very ditadvantageous fituation. The Bulgarians fought 
wdth great refoludOn and intrepidity; bur, great numbers 
being cut in pieces, and both their kings killed, they were 
forced to refign their booty, and betake thenifelves to a pre- 
cipitate flight. ^Acum, haviij^ij thus delivered the Roman 
provinces frocft^ the Barbarians, fet out on bis return to 
ConJ[fantino|de with Conllantine, who had commanded 
tindbr bi|ll I but^ iu palling through Thrace, both generals 
were furprifed by^a party of Bulgarians, and taken pri- 
foners ; fo that JuUinian was obliged to ranfom them with 
an immenfl|fctn K In the* following year 540, the Bulga- 
rians, not^il^iusaged by the lofles, they had fuftained, re- 
turned, ^iid> v^fltcijjag Tphrace, plundjered and laid w^allc 
the open co^t^y : but M^dus, whdm Juftinian had ap- 
pointed gotvetndri^^ of IUy|iJt:»im, coming upon them unex- 
pectedly, routed them with great flaughter, and, having 
taken a g^t number of prifoners, fent them to the empe- 
ror at Qjnftamlnoplc, who incorporated fome of them 
among his troops, and ordered the reft to be trarifplantcd 
into Armenia and Lazica For 4 ;hi 8 and the above-men- 
linped viCiory, the emperor took the fwname of Bulgnri- 
#!»«, whkh, amoi^g his other titles, is ftili to be feen on his 

No farther mention is,made in hiftory ofjthe Bulgarians, 
lllh the reign Conftantine III. furnamed Pogonatus, 
which began In bis time they pafled the Danube* 

andf vcniering the Roinah territories, committed great de- 
vafiation lin' the provinces b^derjing on that river. Con- 
ftantine, haying faiM a powerful army, difpatched it 
againft Aem ; but as the Homans, confiding too much in 

• 3 Jcpph*p* 114. Theopb^h Ann. JuUinian.. 13. 

their 



Hijiofy (f the Bu^arians. 

their own jdrength, and dcfpifing th€ Barbarians as an un- 
tijfcipiined mulutude? were itiarchSig carcleflyj, the Bulga* 
rians attacked 4^ith fuch #^our> that, after a faint refift- 
arice, they fled, and, Jei^riqg into the fortigfti places* left 
thitenemy at il^diberty to ravage^ at plflfarc the open 
cotintry. At l^th the efnperor, preferring a (hameful 
peace Vo an expenfive and doubtful war, a^eed to pay 
them 'a yearly penfion, upoi^ condition, that thFV fhoirld 
not, for the future, infefl; the Homan territories, but join, 
when required, the erwperor’s forces all ol4\.:r Bar- 

barians, who Biould attempt to diflurb the ptfSce of the 
empire About this time AlczcAis, ond^ of twe princes or 
chiefs o^be Bulgarians, abamloning bis.own country, for 
wh^t reaiipn we are not told, entered Italy with *a body of 
his countrymen 4 and, arriving at Pavia, without offering 
the Icafb violence to the people in the countries ♦through 
which he pafled, oflered his fervice to Grimoakhis king of 
the Lombards, declaring at the fame time, that he was will- 
ing to live, with his people, iin what part foever of his do- 
minions b*e fhould be pleafec; to allot him. Grimoaldus re- 
ceived him in a moft friendly manner; ^nd thinking he 
miglit prove very ferviceable to bis fon Romualdus, duke 
of Benevento, threatened at that time by the Greeks, who 
were makers of Naples, he fent Alc 2 e(;*is and Kis Bulga- 
rians to him, requiring himVo allow them fettlemcnts in the 
dukedom of Benevento. Homuuldus, in conj^Hlance with 
his father’s requeft, allotted them feveral citic^i and among 
the red Sepinum, Bdanum, and but at the fame 

time obbged Alczecus to relinquifli the title 6f duke, and 
content himfelf with that c^f gaftaldus, cither to fliew that 
he had not given him thofe places in feignory and property, 
or becaufe he did not think it proper that oncibf his fub- 
jccls fliould be dillinguiflied with the title of duke, fince 
he had no other himfelf. The dukedom of Benevento be- 
ing thus divided into feveral counties, all fubje61: to the duke 
of Benevento, thefe who were appointed to govern them^ 
had no othet title but that of gattaldi, vj^hich is the fame 
vdth the title of comes or count *. Thus the Bulgarians 
c?\me to fettiei^n the dnkedom of Benevento, where for 
feveral ages they inhabited the country n^w known by the 
name of Contado di MoHfe. Pauhis DiaConus, who wrote 
above a hundred and fifty years after th^y had fettled there, 
fays, that though In his time^hey had learnt the Italian lan- 

Cedren.ad Ann. Conffc. lo. Nifeph. cap v * Paul, Diac, 
fib. y. pap. 14. Cujac. de Feud, tit.i. parag. 3* 
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n^r^Hhciefis tb^ h^d not yet loft tlic ufe of their 

the Bolgif^ans #lfe> remained on the banks 
Conftaittiife* |is>Wb have related above, had 
conducted t ilpfee with ^hetn, and agr^dLto pay theiili^n 
annual penfi^n^ indeed moftdathors opinion, that 

fee allowed^feem to fettle in liower Moelia^ from them af- 
terward^^^called Bu^garia, which name that country ftill re- 
tains. Other writers fuppofe them to have fettled there 
tr. of FI. feveral y‘,ears fieforc Conitantinc’s treign, though they do 
^68 not take up^> them to fi:3^ tbe'psrecife time. However th.it 
be, Juftiniaa II 'liot on^y refiJfed to ftand to the articles of 
Juflinian treaty, which jiis fath^^iad concluded wth tl^e Bulga- 
i/ in^a^fs rians, buf enterhig their country in a hoftile mamrer, ntade 
ihifinoua^ bimfeif maftcrof feveral forts,>nd obliged the inhabitants 
Td P^y unreafonable contributions, 

fy thtm. abandon theit dwellings, and take refuge in the woods 


(O) What Paulu<{ DIaconus 'which had been drawn up in 
writes on chis>eiid*is worthy of iRavenna in the reign o'f Jufli- 
obfervation ; the. Bulgiirians, Vian, and was written in a kind 
fays he, rctainjcd their ovyn Ian- 6f Latin, which bore a great 
g^agC, though at the fame time affinity to the Italian. Iif the 
they toke the Latin, quamvis tenth century, the Italian alone 
rtiam Latinelocpjerentur. By tyas fjH)kcn in Italy; but that 
the Latin tongue our hiftorian Italian came much nearer the 
did not as fome have Latin, than the language which 

Miiagined, IbSPiailgu^e.of the is ufed now by the Italians, 
ancient Romans, h{j||| arnnher both hi common fpeech, and in 
tjien curren^dn Italy, and com- writintf; but though the cur- 
Iiionly,.caUc^P|talian ; for rc’nt language was then very 
ancient Lfttip, abo^jt the end diirerent from the Latin, yet it 
of the pth J^entury, when Pau- was called Latin by the writers 
lus Diflcoiiu's flobrifl.ed, was of that and the two follovviiig 
only made ufe of in .^writings ; centuries, becaule it was fpokcii 
another, called Italian, being by the ancient inhabitants, who 
thcncommonlyfpokenjtowhich were ftyled Latins or Romans, 
Wiety, and con- and by tha#tianic diflinguifiied 
tediqii of feveral languages with from the Greeks, the Loin- 
had^^en rile. The bards, and the other nations 
tongue, even jn the time fettled in l6al|r. Hence not 
erape^pr k^iniaiv-who only Paulus Diaconus, but . ali- 
bied jp 566, hKeganfo be thors^ who ftourllhed long after 

Ij cg^pted, andto beara^l^eat hts time, by Latin meant the 
reft^O^ce to t]be‘ Ftalian ; for Jftaban, as the learned Camilla 
Fbtncrid^‘ tells' us, that he had Pellegrino juftly obferves (1), 
peril fed public infl:rumeti% 

(1) Carnii). Pell, in DifT. de Benevent. 
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and maribcs. The Bulgarians, finding themfelvcs reduced 
to great difficulties, difpatched amfiafTadors tqLt^ie mperor, 
ftting for peace; but he refufiiig^^© agree ta any terms bat 
thofe of an entire fubmidion, ji^iinated with-%fpaiir, tfcey 
refolved to make a laft effort in t^fence oi^eir libeities. 
Accordingly, having affefnbled all their forces, they fell 
unexpe£ledJy upon the emperor, put his army Jj|D flight, and 
having feized on all the paffe^, obliged* liihi to rt!tlore die 
prifoners, and booty he had taken, and confirm the tieaty 
his father had made with them, before they wouW permit 
him to retreat y. In the year 71^, FhihppitJirfi^cing then 
emperoi, the Bulgarians, upp|!,,vv«at provocation we know 
not, brci^king unexpedfedly 'Thrace^ advanced to the 
very gat^ of Conllantinoplc, having pdlaged\he coun- 
try, returned home unmolcfted, carrying with tbcjjtn an im- 
menfe booty. In 719, Anartafius II. who hatl beei^depofed 
and confined to Thcflalonica, by Thcodofius 111 . having 
made his efcape, fled to 'iVibelln, king of the Bulgarians; 
and having prev;iiled upon tftat prince t^lefpoufe his caufe, 
he obtain»id a comiderablc a’my, with w^dch he marched 
into Vhrace, and approached the imperial city. Anallafius 
believed himfcif, and had afiarevl the Bulgarians, that the 
inhabitants, at his approach, vvotdd open t!\e gates, aiid re- 
ceive him; but the citizens making a vigorous reliltancc, 
arid the emperor Leo raiiin'g at the fame t'.ne a numerous 
army, the Bulgarians, greacly pfovoked agaiuib-Anadalius, 
feized him, and delivered him to Leo, by wliom he was 
put to death 

From this time the Bulgarians continued ^et till the 
year 750, the ninth of the reign of Coiiitantirtfe^ funiamed 
Copronymus, who ordered Tome forts to be built on the 
borders of the provinces, which joined the country of the 
Bulgarians. Qf this encroachment tlie^compldned to the 
emperor, and acmanded a confirmatlorflp the former trea- 
ties.^, The eihperor received the ambafladors in a manner 
altogether unfuitable to their charader, and difmifled llictn 
with a difdainful anfwer ; which fo incenfed the Bulgarians, 
that they made a fudden irruption into tlfe Roman terri- 
tories, and penetrating, without pppofition, as far as the 
long wall, deftroyed the country ,_aiid returned feome loaded 
with l^oty. The emperor, ^-upon she arrival of h/s troops 
from the Baft, marched againfl them in perfon, and enter-* 
ing their country, began today it wafie ; but the IJuIpa- 
riaiis, who carefully watched all bis motions, attacking 
him as he was marching through a narrow pafs, named Be- 

y Theoph. Cedren. ad Conff, %Q. * Idem ad Ann. Leon, 5. 
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€st 0 atttine him to flight, and ^rfued him, with great 

Copronj* ' «vcry gaier^rf ConftarAinopIe 

**i^//*? anc^^war was kindled between tli^ 

the t^e occafion of which i? 

rtUf 0 A by anthiM’s ; btot the moft probable opinion 
is, thai Coiif&titine, wantl!it|r jr pretence to quarrel wfth 
thcin, andi# ret/icye the reputation he had loll in the late 
i»oftiliti<Jlf;pl^ehddd tobe ineenfcd againft them for putting 
to death hi a fedition all the princes of the blood roynl 
among ri»'em, and ralfing to the throne Tele fis, a perfon or 
a mean dclW:v. Wlmt gave rife to this rebellion we arc 
not informed ; &ut Conftjtil|iiie, pretending to revenge it, 
raifed a powerful army, marching into the^ country 
of the Bulgarians, gave^em battle on the border? ot 
/Yr*%f FI. Thrace.^ >vThe engagement lafted eight hours ; but in the 
A^n”‘6 the J^mans gained a complete vidory : after which the 

3 - emperor, inftead of improving it, returned to Conftanti- 
He g Jins a with the booty and prifoners he had taken, and eii- 

iriai VIC- t€red the city in triumph. T/ie Bulgarian's, upon ^e re- 
t^ry o*ver treat of the emperor, aflaffinated their new king, either 
them, miftrulting him, as if he entertained a private corrcfpoii- 
4 «nce with the Romans, or becaufe his behaviour im the 
^ bfiittU was fuch as flicked him unworthy of the dignity to 
Itbicb he had been raifed 

^e Bulgarians, difcouraged'by the lofs of the battle, in 
which the iiewer of their youth was cut off, fent ambaifa- 
dors to Cotifti^tiiiople to implore peace ; which was granted 
upon fuch difadvamageous terms, tHat they refolved to ob- 
ferve them *|||Jonger than a favourable opportunity ofTered 
of rencwiiig^c war. Accordingly, two years after, great 
part of the emperor’s forces being" employed in the Eafl 
againft the Satacens, they invaded the Roman dominions 
Yr. of FI, with a body of g|elve thou fan d men j b 4 t 'Ckinftantine, 
3i*3. marching in perflPfegainft them, and cOming upon tlicm 
^ when leail expeded, cut them dlmoftoffto a liian, and.fhpii 
returned in triumph to Conftantinbple. This the emperor 
twelve ftyled his noble v^ar, becaufe not one Chriftian Was killed 
thoufand of in it % but the vtdory was obtained by treachery, the em- 
ikemim pefor “being privately mfomiedtiy fomc Bulgarians of the 
dcligns, ai^ alt the motlops, of their countrymen.^ Thefe 
Elerkh, king df the Wcovered by the following 

device: he wrote to C^Blantine, pretending a defife to 
ireftga tlto ciwwn and lead a private life at Conftantinople ; 
for whifch purpofe he intreated the emperor to fend him a 
fafe-condud, and at the fame time to inform him what 

• ad Ann. Conft. 19, ^'idcm ad Ann. Gonft. 22. 
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friends the Romans h||^among the Bulgarians, that he 
might repair with to Conftantinople, .beii^g wiwiteg 

to truft hici perfon or dcfign to <|thers. ConAamiUe, not 
fufpefting any deceit, feift of names of thofe 

maintained a private corrjefpondeniie with him ; which Eie- 
rici^no fooncr received, than he caufed them al! to be put 
to death. The emperor* finding himfelf deluded, 
tore his garments and his hair, in the ^his paf- 

fion, vowing infatiable revenge. He fpent thAwintcr in 
warlike preparations, a^ul early in the fpring took oiie field, 
with a defign to cut off the whole pation of tjjfirfiiWrigarians j 
but being feized oh his inarch with a violcfnt ft^ver, he was 
ooliged rcfc return to AchadiapoUa, v/hcncy he was conveyed 
to ^krong^dum, where he died ^ • • 

He was fucceeded by his fon Leo III. who upon his ac- 
celTion to the throne^ concluded a peace wdth the, king of 
the Bulgarians, whole daughter Irene he had married. In 
the third year of his reign, Elerich, being dethroned by bis 
own fttbjedls, fled to Conftanyinople, where he was received Bulga- 
by the emperor with extraordinary marks* of kindnefs and 
eiteem. During his relidence in that metropolis, he was, 
at hii^ own requeft, inftrudled in the principles of the Chrifi. 
tiaii religion; which he no fooner embraced than he waft hracet tht 
created a patrician by Leo, and married to a relation of the Chijhun 
emprefs**. Conftauline Fofphyrogenitus, the Ion and fuc- 
ceJor of Leo, in the year 791, the eleventh of his reign, 
attacked the Bulgarians, who, according to their cuflom, 
had broken into the Roman provinces; but with what luc- 
cefs the emperor was attended in this war is 4inc€rt:iin ; for 
CedrenusP'writes that he gained a fignal victory ; Zonaras, 
that it was a drawn battle ; and fome declare that the lio- 
mans were v^ffted, and lofl the flower of their army. 

Be that may, in the following year he marched 

againfi the Bulgarians, encouraged by fome altrologeis, 
who promifef' him certain victory 5 but depending upon w. of FI. 
their promifes, and omitting the proper means toiobtain it, 3140. 
he was totally defeated. In the battle, befides a great nurn- A. 1>. 79»« 
her of common foldicrs, fome of the belt* officers of the " " ^ 
army loft their lives, together with the moil confiderable 
men in the empire, and Paiicfatius^ w(;^o, by his lying pre- ^ 
di6lions, had given occafion to the overthrow. Two years n^i^ory 
after, Cardanes, king of the Bulgarians, fent ambaflad^a 
to the emperor demanding a tribute, and threatening, if it J * 
was refufed, to come as far as the Golden Gate of Con- 
ftantinople, and take it by for^c \ to fuch a low ebb was the 

Theoph. ad Afla. Coail. 34. ^ *; 
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cmpi^fthen reduced ! Conftamiiij||||^ exerting liim- 
W&;oc<»fion, replied^ that, the king of the BuU 
gai4anpWi9 advanced in years, he would favc him the trou- 
a journey* by eojmirig^n perfon to wait upon 
himt' 'Accordingly he marched againll him at the head of 
a coniider^le army, at fight which the Barbarians* ftr^utk 
with « pai^i” fled in the utmoft confufion ; but Conftan- 
tine, mftt;ad,a#^puffuing and^, taking advantage of the coii- 
fter natroTt^they were in, returned to Conflantinople ®. In 
the year^o6, the fevcnth of the ensperor Nicephorus, the 
Bulgarian^i^^rrounding a party of Piomans, put them all 
to the fwordj an^ feizecheleven hundred pounds weight of 
gold, which they.w'cre efcorting to Btrogmon foi^lhe pay- 
ment of fne army. ^ 0 

^iiBulga- They afterwards made an irruption into the Roman pro- 
ftans fur- vinces, iK^der the conducH: of Crum us, their king ; and hav- 
frife the ing furprifed Sardica, put the whole garrifon, coniiiling of 

of gx thoufand men, to death. Nicephorus marched againft 

Sardica. in perfon ; but the Barbal^ians retiring at his approach, 

he returned to Conftantinople. However, in the following 
year he muftered all the forces of the Eaft and Weft, and 
, them into Bulgaria, which hp ra- 

-fei^d Wdth fire ^ and fword. Crumus, alarmed at the ap- 
JiTOich 'Of fo formidable an army, fued for peace, which he 
oflfered to conclude upon terriis highly honourable to the 
empire ; but Nicephorus reje£fing them with fcorn and in- 
dignation, piirfued his ravages, burning the towns and vil- 
lages, ami putting fuch of the inhabitants to the fword as 
fell into his ha#ds, without diftin£f ion of age, fex, or con- 
dition. He hot only raged againft the Hying, bu« likewife 
againft the dead, not futTering thofe who were flain to be 
buried, but ordering their bodies to beexpofed to the dogs 
smd wdld beafts. In the mean time Byzahtids, his chief 
favourite, forfaking him, fled with the imperial robe, and 
. a hundred pounds weight of gold, to the enelny 5 a defec- 

tion which was confidered by the fuperftitious multitude as 
an unlucky omen.. 

Crumus, fenflbly afFe6led by the calamities of his fub- 
je£ls, fent another emba^Ty to fbef emperor, offering to agree 
to any terms, tftt co^jdition he i^ould ^tit an end to his ra- 
vages and quit the country 5 but Nicephorus, deaf to all 
ptifiipofals, received the ambafladors with great haughtinefs, 
Yr. of Fli diftnifled them with fcorn. Crumus, a£luated by de- 
SX59. fpair; and the thirft of revenge, in the firft place fecured 
and fortified all the paffes through which the emperor was 

« Thcoph. 8 c Cedreu* ad Ann. Cenfl* 5. 
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to retire ; then* animating his men to revenge ihe Wood of The mpe^ 
iheir wives and chiittren inhumanly maflacret^ by the cm- ^*cr AVc#- 
peror’s orders, he attacked the Roman camp. Having 
forced it notwkhftandiii^all oppofition, he cut off almoft jhc a 

whole army, with the emperor hi^nfelf, a great number of hT^il^e 
p'.itricians, and all his chief officers. Saturacius, the em- army cut 
peror's fon, was dangeroufly wounded, but ^'aped in a 
litter to Adrianople. All thf arms andTjtiggagjHdl into 
the enemy’s hands. The body of Nicephorus beiuig found 
among the llain, Crunvis ordered his head to be iVuck off, 
and, after having expofed it to public vie w,w 3ifeWofed the 
Ikull in filver, and ufed it ever after in all^gr^d entertain- 
ments, i'^flcad of acup^. ^ 

Ifi the beginning of the reign of MichaeH who fticceeded t/:^ roo- 
Nicephorus, a peace was concluded between the Romans dude a 
and Rulgarians ; and, fome of the latter were allowed to pt^ace with 
fettle in the Roman provinces; but the friendfliip thatfub- 
filled between the two nations was of (hort duration; irtak 

in the fecond year of Michael’s reign, they came to an op^^i/. 
rupture, ofi the following occafion : lome Romans, who had 
been taken piifoners by the Bulgarians in the hte war, hav-^ 
itig^found means to make their efcape, returned homCi, 

Thefe Crumus demanded, threatening the empire v^itb 
war, if his demand was not immediately complied with. 

The emperor, who was naturally averfe to war, and fe- 
veral perfons of diftindion at* court being of the fame 
opinion, w^erc for granting the king of the Bulgarians his 
requeft, the empire not being at that time in a condition 
to cope with him in the field ; but Nicephorus, the patriarch, 
and Theo6liflus, a perfon in great elteem for his virtue and 
wifdom, urging that they ought to trull to the alliUancc of 
Heaven, and not gratify the pride and inlolence of the Bar- 
barians, the emperor, following their advice, received the 
Bulgarian ambaffadors in the moft condcfccnding manner ; 
hut at the fame time cold them, that he could not, by any 
means, comply with their requeft, and deliver up,into cap- 
tivity fuch of his fubje6ls as, having once^efcaped that de- 
plorable condition, had fled to him for prbrtidfion. In con- 
fequeiice of this anfwef Crumus, leaving levied a confidcr- 
ablc army, entered the Roman territories, and not only ra- 
vaged the open country, but reduced feveral fortified places, 
being affifted by an Arabian, well fkillcd in the art of fram- 
ing military engines^ who had been formerly employed by 
the emperor^Nicephorus, but being ill treated by him, had 

f Cedren. Zonar. in Niceph, p. 1 S 2 . 
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fled to the Bulgarians, and taught them the ufe of all forts 
of battering, engines. e 

Befides feveral other cities, he made himfelf mafter of 
Mfifembria, a place of great impe^rtcince in the neighbour- 
hood of Mount Hxmus,^and put the garrifon to the fword. 
in the mean time the emperor, having adembled a very nu- 
merous arn^y, leaving Conftantinople, put himfelf at the 
h^ad of hf ag^m»rching into Thrace, came up with the 
enemy iii^he neighbourhood of Conftantinople. After fc- 
veral fki^ifhe^, in which the llon\ana had the advantage, 
the empey^^as forced by the foldiery to venture a battle. 
Both armies, engaged wi/fi the utmoft fury, and the viclory 
Vr. of Tl. continued long doubtful; hut at length the Rom/ns were 
5161. utterly dbfeated. * Michael was fofcnfibly afteded by jhis 
A. D. Siv misfortune, that, refigning the purple to Leo, he retired 
to the jnonaftery of Phams, and took the monaftic habit. 
The Bulgarians, elated with the great vidory they hadgain- 
jfcd^ pwrfncd their ravages without control, advancing almoft 
gates of Conftantinople^ Leo, who had fuccecdcd 
Michael, endeavdured at lirft to reftrain them by fair means, 
and for that purpofe fent ambalFadors to Crumus, with pro- 
pofals for an accommodation ; but the Bulgarian, deaf to all 
oveVtures, fen^ them back without even granting theAi an 
audience, Leo, iwho was an adive and warlike prince, 
provoked at t^he arrogance of l?he Barbarian, colleded all 
the forces of the empire, a*nd marching into 111 race, offered 
the enemy battle ; which Crumus not declining, a bloody 
engagement enfued. Great numbers fell on both fidcs ; 
but the Romans, after a molt obftinate refiftancc, were put 
to the rout. The Bulgarians, inftead of purfuing the ene- 
my, began to plunder the camp in great diforder ; a cir- 
Yr. of FI. «umftance which being obferved by Leo from a neighbour- 
316%. ing eminence, where he had remained during the battle, 
A.D. 814* with a body of i^fervC) he can>e down unexpededly upon 
the enemy, renewed the fight, and having rallied his other 
troops, obtained a complete vidory. Great numbers of 
the enemy were flain and taken prifoneis. Among the for- 
mer fome reckod the king himfelf ; and add, that the em- 
peror flew him with his own hand ; but others fay that he 
w^as only wounded, anJ that, falling from his liorfe, he 
w'ould have been either killed or taken prifoner by the Pio- 
nians,whohad already furrounded him, had not his guards, 
with unparalleled valour, refeued him out of their hands 
1 The Bulgarians were fo difpirited by this overthrow, that 
they made no inroads into the empire for fome years after. 

g 7 onar. p. 63 *. Cedseo. in Leon. p. 173 . 
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Crumus was fucceeded by Mortagon, in whofe time Th(i* 
mas, revolting from Michael II. who had fucceeded Leo, 
and keeping him clofely blocked up in Conftantinople, the 
king of the bulgarians,cc^mJiferatiTig his condition, refolded 
to march to his aiiiflance 5 a*nd, he fliould in the mean 
time come to any agreement with the rebels, he privately 
acquainted him with his defign. The empe>|r, either to 
prevent the ravages and difort^ers, which {?S|j4^sy-rtain the 
Barbarians would commit, or fufpedding the finc^ity of the 
king, or, what the waiters of thofe times think Viofl pro- 
bable, apprehending that a rewa^rd, anfwcj;^hkyto fuch a 
friendly and feafonable alTiflance, would f^^o^uch exbauft 
his treaf^ry, in impioving which he atjeaft equalled the 
mo^t covetous ot‘ his predecellbrs, returnechthe kitig of the 
Bulgarians thanks for his generous offer ; but declined ac- 
cepting it. Mortagon, however, accuflomtd to wa|^ and dc- 77^^ 
predations, undertook the expedition, and, entering Thrace, nann^^ 
encamped at a place called Cedocf us, at a fmall diltancp 
from Conftantinople. ThoiJ^tas, hearing of the approach of 
the Bulgarians, raifed the fiege, and matched with all his 
forces to meet the enemy. A battle enfued, in which the 
rebels were defeated with great flaugbter ; but Mortagpu^ 
inftead of purfuing the fugitives, returned with the bt)Oty 
he found in the enemy’s camp 

The Bulgarians continued quiet, no doubt in virtue of 
fome treaty between them and rtie Romans, from this time 
to the year 877, the 8th of Leo V. whe^ a war broke out 
on the following occafion : a great trade had been carried 
on for fome time between the two nations, and the public 
mart was kept at Conftantinople, whence, by the intereft of 
Zantzas, father to Zoe, the emperor’s concubine, it was re- 
moved to Theffalonica. This removal was procured by 
Zantzas, at the requeft of the Conftantinopolitan mer- 
chants ; and thofe very merchants were, by the great au- 
thority he had at court, appointed officers a!)d receivers 
of the cuftoms ; an employment which enablejf them to 
give great trouble to the Bulgarian inerchanls, whoni 
they opprelfed with new and unlawful ^mpofitions, ^ Of 
this oppreflion Simeon, king of the Bulgarians, complained 
to the emperor ; but he, who was in all things governed by 
Zantzas, refuffng to redrefs thefe grievances, Simeon, 
wanted only a pretence for a rupture, without any farther 
declaration of war, entered the Roman territories at the 
head of a powerful army, and advanced as far as Macedon, 
ravaging the country as he proceeded, with fire and fword. 

Ccdreh.p. 189*. 
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The*H0^ of the Bulgarians. 

On the borders of that ]^ovince he was met by the army, 
which Leo had »fent againfl them, ifndcr the conduct of 
Pjrocopius Creiiites, and Curticius an Armenian. The 
armies no fooner came in jfighft each other, than they 
engaged. I he Romans <ilood their ground fome time ; but 
both their g^erals being flain, they were utterly defeat^’d. 
In the pu^it ^eat numbers were' taken prifoners, and 
treated ii^a,^i»foft barbarous ,manner by the infoleiit con- 
queror, ^o fij-ft led them in triumph round his camp, and 
then, hiding caufed their nofes to^bc cutoff, fent them, 
thus defacct^fcjuO GonftanMnoplc. 

Leo, exafyerated at *this outrage, prevailed upon the 
Ungri,^ or Hungarians, to break into the coun^fry of the 
Bulgarians on due fide, while he invaded it on the other. 
Simeon marched firft againft the Hungarians, who were 
commitfcing dreadful ravages ; but in the battle that enfued, 
the flower of his.^rmy was cut off, he himlelf having,- with 

t reat difficulty, made his efcape, and taken refuge in a 
Drtrefs named Drifta ; fo tlfat the Hungarians purfued 
their ravages without control, defolated the country, and 
took an incredible number of prifoners, whom they fold to 
fhc emperor. Leo, l^fofe the Hungarians began hoftiljties, 
or^is own troths tobk the field, had fent to Simeon one 
Conflaritinaciii^ With propofals for an accommodation-, 
hui the king of ihe'IBulgarians, "imagining that the emperor 
bad no other viw but to deceive and amufe him, had 
thrown the ad?i®®idor into prifon; but finding his army 
cut offby the Hungarians, and being informed at the fame 
timeithat the Roman army, under the conduct of Nice- 
‘^fiorus Phocas, Was in full march to enter his country, he 
not only fetConftantinacius at liberty, but difpatched ambaf- 
^Jadorsto Leo, imploring peace in a inoft fubmiflive manner. 
The emperor, not thinking it prudent to reduce fo warlike 
a nation to defpair, granted him his requeft, ordering Pho- 
^tfas, who was then upon the point of entering Bulgaria, to 
return heme, with the forces under his commands But 
Simeon no fooper found the danger removed, than he 
confined Lco’i^ ambaffadors, andj falling unexpectedly 
ppon the Hungarians, routed them with great daughter. 

' He then entered their country, and committed horrid 
j iruelties, putting all to the fword who fell into his hands, 
^'without diftinCtionrof fex,^ age, or condition. Leo, unable 
"to march to the afliftance of his allier at fo fhort a warn- 
fent envoys to the king of the Bulgarians, com- 
^'^Inhag of the brexurh of the treaty juft conduded, and re- 
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quinng him to withdraw bis troops immediately from Ihc 
C('Uniry of the Huiigmrians. Simeon, elated willi his fuc- 
cfisr tcphed, that he would liften to no terms, till ail the 
Bulgarfans, who had tieem taken in the late war, were j-e4 
lealed. To this demand the* empcjror confented, unwilling 
to»engagc in a new war : but the prifdners were no fdiner 
returned, than Simeon made frefli demands, {^Ul more un- 
reafonable than the former ; which prcwOl>H 4 ^t™ emperdr 
to fuch a degree, that ^he refolved to attack th&Tlulgarians 
with the whole llrengtlj of the empire, an*d utt^y extir- 
pate, if poffiblc, that perfidious nation. army Yr. of Ff* 

was accordingly railed, and felit *\nto under the 

commanr^of Catacalon, and Theodofius,^ a patrician; but ^ ^97* 
Sin^eon, Jailing upon them unexpedbedly* out moft of them 
in pieces, with Theodofius, and a great number^pf officers Komamtp 
of didindlion. d"his difafter obliged the emperor to con- flight nvith 
fent to a peace upon the hefl terms he could obtain which 
the Bulgarians feem to have obferved during the remaining 
part of Leo’s reign. \ 

Upon that prince’s death, Uhey fent tb Alexander, his 
brother and fucceffor, to renew the treaty concluded in the 
late reign : but Alexander, inftcad of cultivating the friend- 
fliip^of that warlike nation, difmifficd the ambaffiadors ift an 
ignominious manner ; at which oimconjjuftly provoked, in- 
vaded the Roman domini(?ns with a powerful army, and, 
meeting with no oppofition, a^cr having ravaged Thrace, 
advanced to the very gates of Conitanlinople, which be 
hoped to furprife ; but the inhabitants making a vigorous 
refiftance, after feveral unfuccefsful attempts, Simeon was 
obliged to drop the enterprize, and retire ^Hebd^eacn, at 
a fmall difiance from the imperial city. From thence he 
fent envoys to Conftantine, who had fucceeded Alexander# 
with propofals for an accommodation ; which were received 
with great joy by the governors of the young prince, who 
was then under age. W hile the negotiations were carry- 
ing on, Simeon was admitted to dine with the ^mperor in 
the palace of Blachernai, and, when the entertainment was 
over, difrniffed with rich prefents. CeJli'enus fuppofes a 
peace to have been concluded ; but Zonaras writes, that Si- 
meon would, not agree to the terms that were offered.^ Be 
that as it may, in the following year, . the king of the Bul- 
garians broke again into Thrace* and advancing as far as 
Adrianople^ laid fiege to that city. _ 

In the mean time the emprefs Zoe, mother to the 
prince, having got the whole power into her own 

k Curopalat. in 'Lton* p, i6^. 
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vii^, by the advice of the fenate, concluded a peace with the 
Saracens, who invaded the eafteri^ provinces, refolved 
to employ the whole ftrength of the empire againft the Bul- 
A poToHful With this view Ihe aflertihi’ed a numerous army ; 

fiffi "feutp^ the ill fuccefs th,at,attended her arms, we have fpokeii 
at cl fe where- > flower of the Roman army wes 

cut on; ar^Simeon^ elated with this unexpected fortune, 
rcffolved oefore Conftantinople ; but two ftrong de- 

tach mentsfirom his army being defeated at a place called 
Catafyrt^ by fhe imperial troops, ^Ire thought proper to 
drop the vaiy^rize, and retire, with the immenfe booty 
which he ha^ obtained. «*Even in this encounter, the Ro- 
mans: loft a confiderable number of men, and fon^e officers 
of grei^ivputation, among whom was Nicolas, tj]e fo» of 
Conftanti^ Ducas, who commanded in chief, and to whofe 
valour the fuccefs of the day was chiefly owing. 

Five years after this event, Simeon, taking advantage of 
the inteftine broils and faClions into which the empire w^as 
runt by the ufurpation of Rom^^nus, made new inroads into 
the Roman territdries. One of his parties advan'ced as far 
as Catafyrtes, in the neighbourhood of Conftantinopl*.', 
where they were encountered by Leo, fon-in-law to Roma- 
nus,*^ and put to flight. Simeon afterwards fent into Thrace 
a very large army, commanded by Chaganus and Minicius, 
with orders to march dircClly to Conftantinople, Roma-r 
nus, receiving timely notice of their defign, difpatched Leo, 
^ bis brother Pothus Argyrus, and John, againft them, with 
Yr. of Fh the troops he could aficmble. The two armies met in 
the pkins^f F^i^, at a fmall diftance from Conftantinople, 
a blSf^dy battle enfued, in which the Romans 
gavc 'wy', 2^'***^ purfued with great flaughter by the 

Bulgtn^anS- Leo and Pothus took refuge in a neighbouring 
caftle; John faved himfelf on board a fmall veflel ; but moft 
of the other officers and foldiers were either cut in pieces, 
taken prifoners, or drowned in endeavouring to gef on 
board the^fleet, which was riding at a fmall diftance from 
the field of battle. Among tbe latter were Alexius the ad- 
miral, y;iid feverfcl other officers of the navy. The Bulgar 
rians, nW mafters of the field, ravaged the country without 
raolfftation, burnt tli€ impsrial palace of Pegai, and clofely 
befie^ed Adrianople. Leo, fumamed Moroleon, from his 
raffi and inconfidcratc temper, defended the place with great 
Gallantry, and niadu federal fuccefsful fallies; but the inha- 
being ^‘bfftralned by famine to furrender, Simeon 
caufed Leo to be tortured to death ^ 
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The king of the Bulgarians, encouraged by this fuccefs, 
made great preparations during the fj^llowing winter, and 
early in the fpring took the field, with a deiigu to befiege 
Condantinopl^ itfelf. ^ in his inarch he laid wade Macedou 
and Thrace, and reduced hioft of the forts in thofe. pro- 
vinces, leaving garrifons in fome, and'^evelling othcrs..with 
the ground. At length he approached theS^perial city, 
and encamped at Blachcrnx*, w' hence h^diimi^ed a mef- 
fenger ro the emperor, rec] in ring that the pSMj^arch, and ^ 
fome other perfoiVs of didinc^liion, might be»fcnt V treat of 
an accommodation, fince he was willing, hej^^, to put 
an end to fuch a dedru6Vive and'pxpenfn^f^ar. The em- 
peror coji plied with his requell, and, upon the delivery of 
hoibges. the conferences were opened : "byt, fonae time af- 
ter, Simeon defired an interview \Xrith the emperor himfelf, 
that is, with Romanus, w'ho had caufed himfclf to bp ac- 
knowlcged the colleague of Conftantine. Romaifus, well Jn inter- 
pleafed with this propolal, w^ent firft to the place appointed, 
attended by his guards, aiyi the chief nobility. Simeon 
came foon after, and the two princes met on the ninth of and the 
December, in the year 923. Romanus, in a pathetic fpecch, tf the. 
put the king of the Bulgarians in mind of the account he tinlgari- 
was one day to give to the Eternal Judge for the Chriftian 
blood he had already ftied i expoflulated with him, upon 
his delighting in the {laughter of thofewhoprofeiTed the fame 
religion which he had em braced dj exhorted him to join thofe, 
with whom be was already united by the fame faith, and ter- 
minating fuch unnatural w'-ars, turn his arms againll their 
common enemy the Saracens- He told him» that, if 
Was prompted by the defire of riches to commit fuch devas- 
tations, the ireafures of the empire fliould be opened to 
him, provided he Oieathcd his fword, and put an end to 
the lliedding of Chriftian blood. Simeon was fo afietted by 
this fpecch, that he accepted the terms offered by the em- 
peror, figned the treaty, and, having received many nth 
prefents from Romanus, returned home, not luft'ering his 
men to commit the leaft diforder in the provinces through 


which they paifed ** • 1 i. v r m 

Simeon, having thus concluded a peace with the no- Yr. of FI. 

mans, turned his arms againil thh Chiobati, a neighbour- 

ing nation ; but be Was overthrown by them, with the lots 

of his whole army. He did not Jong outlive mistor*» simon is 

tune, but died of grief a few days after. He ^ . 

l^ehind him, namlly, Michael, M by h» firft 

wife, and Peter by a fccondmarriagCi hasuemd, 

tn Zonar. i Cfdren. ubi fapra. 
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eldeft fo^rwhoiifi he difiikcd, to take the mo^ 
naftic Habk {om^ before his deaths- He was, therefore, 
fucceeded by Peter*^^ to whom, as -be \vas yet under age, 
his moth^Stobf other, .was appointed 
The nci^bbcyirirt|r"f){vtions no fooner heard of 
than they refolved to fall jointly np«u 
the B«lgariafis, by whom they had been incefTantly harafi'e'cl 
dwing.thf^latgijcfhg’s rqigii. ^ At the fame time a dreadful 
famin^r^^uin Bulgaria, tKe corn having been confumed 
by ina%|ible rftultitudes of locults.^ Sufurbulus therefore, 
fearing tfisiJijgmans, encouraged by their prefent calamities, 
mig^ht jeague vi^ the pcighbouring rtations againft them, 
al^ifed the young prince to indvade their dominions fir It 
with thc«»whoki3rength of bis kingdom, which^ he foid, 
wotiM. tnake way for an advantageous^ treaty, and prevent 
fhei^rfi^m joining their other enemies. Purfuant to this 
«dlMce, IPeter made an irruption into Maccdon at the head 
df a powerful army; but when he heard, that Romanus 
wais fearching againft him, Ji^e difpatched a monk to the 
emperor, with pr6pofals^ of peace, which he defired might 
be ftrengthened and confirmed by a more ftridf alliance, if 
the ^peror thought fe to give him his grand-daught^r in 
imuYug#. 

Ptt 0 r^ Itfj This overture was very acceptable to Romanus ; fo that 
/bn end after fcveral negociations and conferences between the mi- 
nifters'of the two princes in the city of Mcfembria, not only 
^rand- ^ * peace> but a marriage was concluded between the young 
damgbt^ ©f the Bulgarians, and Mary the daughter of Chrifto- 

^emp€^ pher, the emperor's fon. The articles being ratified, Peter 
^rRoma- yepaimi to Conftantinople, vrhere he was fplehdidly enter- 
tamed ^ Romanus, and, with great folemnity, married to 
bis* grand*dau|’lltfir by Stephen the patriarch. The king of 
the BolgoHan^^ fcarce returned home, when a confpiracy 
was difeovered^ e^ried on againft him by John his brother, 
and feveral perfons of diftin£lion. All the accom- 

plices were put to death; but the king contented himfelf 
with Confining his brother to acaftle, whence, with theaf- 
fiflance of the <fcdipcrpr’8 ambafladors, he made his efcape 
to Gonftantinople. Soon after, Michael his brother, quit- 
Hng gfebc monaftic habit» crown, and was joined 

numbers of B<dgariaO«:i^ but he dying, his follow- 
t tbeir jaatiwfc country, broke into the Ro- 

dominio^ aud, stiV and Greece, ad- 

^ ^ ced ar^ajtierlScopolis, which city they took, and there 
: Jmed % ,RcNhafii%tlie king pf the Bulga- 
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rhns fcnt deputies to Conftantinoplef to renew with his 
fuccefibr NlccphorusdPhocas his alliance n^th th€ empire,* 
delivering his two fons Borifes and Romaoits as hoftages 5 
but the king dying fooi^arf'tcr, . they were fenihomc, where, 
with much difficulty, they ihpprcfled a powerful fa£lionj 
hortded by the four fans of one of the chief lords of that 




country. . . 

In the year 970, the Rufli or^Roffi, wheT inhabr^ the pre- Vr. of FI* 
fcnt Podolia, broke into Bulgaria, under tlie^rondudf of 3519. 
their king Spcndoflhlab^is; and, having ravaged thi^ountry, ^ 97 ** 

and burnt feveral towns, retired with an booty. ~ 

In the courfe of the enfuing year tVy purfrf^l their ravages, fuljZTby 
and, hav^g put the Bulgarians to flight, who attempted to ike Rqffii 
oppofe tl^m, and, in the piirfuit, taken*liorifes*aud Ro- 
manus, tne two fons of Peter, prifoners, they refolved to 
fettle in Bulgaria, finding it a country far more ^leafant 
and fertile than their own. In this refolution they were 


confirmed by Calocyrus, a Roman fugitive, who engaged 
to refign Bulgaria to them,| to enter into a flri£l: alliai^c 
with theirnation, and to pay them annucflly a confiderabJe 
fum, provided they raifed him to the imperial throne. The 
Roffi, well acquaiivted with the late revolutions of the em- 
pire, and the low ebb to which the Roman power wasr re- 
duced, thought it would be no difficult matter to effe£l: 
what Calochyrus propofed. -Accordingly, having fecured the. 
afnfianceof the Patziuacx, a Sarnratic nation, with the Hunns 
or Hungarians, and armed fuch of the conquered ifulga- 
rians, a1 they thought they might fa fely tru ft, they entered 
Thrace wdth an army of three hundred and eight thoufand 
men, and, having ravaged that province, i'nvcftcd Adrian- 
ople, wdiere they were foon after defeated, and moft 
them cut in pieces, by Bardus Sclerus, with a body of twelve 
thoufand Romans. Such of the Rofli as efcaped the ge- nvhoare 
neral llaughrer, returned into Bulgaria; whence they were 
afterwards driven back to their ancient habitations by John 
Zimifees, then emperor ; but of the war which that prrnce to 

made on the Rofli, till they confented to abandon Bulga- n^hm the 
ria, we have fpoken at large in our etomftantinopoUtan 
hiftory. F 

The Bulgarfat^3^*^chlg thus4ciivered from the yoke under 
which they bad gOtfaned fome^years^^ftibmitted to Zimtjccs 
their deliverer : but their fubM^fiou no longer than cvernedby 

his life ; for no fooncr did they it^feive the news of the em- fourbro^ 
peror’s death* tbaw^ retoUittg front the theyveft- theru 

ed with fi^premc i foui^ Mofcs, 

Aaron, and Samuei, called Cqmctqi^li, becaufe tl^y were 
the childrept of an cmisent diem. Not 
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of Pe^cr^s family wa$ left, wb^m they could prefer. His 
t^o fon« Komanus had beien taken prifoiicrsby 

the Piolfi, and brought to Con- 
they both made^ their cfcape upon that 
dcath^Vvbot Bori^fs,in pafling through a wood, was 
kMle^^y a Btiligafian, who miflook him for a Roman. 
IVbmanus mdeed was alive, but an eunuch, and confe- 
qfteiuly ii^Sjablc'cyf afcending the throne. Of the four 
brothers, itmom we have jult mentioned, David died foon 
wftCF be was vefiled wkh.the fovereign power; Mofes was 
killed inibe. fiege of a place called Serrx ; and Aaron, be- 
ing ^uipe£ied'*o^avouriyg the Romans, and keeping a pri- 
eorrefpondence with them,. was murdered bj^Samuel, 
with all his children, Bladillhlabus excepted, who was pre- 
fcrvtd by Kadomer the fon of SamucL 

Samtsei, who was a warlike prince, and a man of a reft- 
hsft temper, having thus got the whole power into his own 
bands, mdde frequent inroads into the Roman territories, 
fetfarning home with immenfeybooty, and incredible num- 
i|M^rs of captives. ♦‘While Bafiltus, the fucceflbr of'Zimifces, 
was engaged in civil war with Bardas Sclerus, who had 
aflhmed the purple, Samuel, feizing that opportunity, over- 
man tiot only Thrace and Maccdon, but likewife Thtlfaly, 
Greece,, and Pdppottnefua,;i|i .which provinces he com- 
ibocking ravagea, burnt Several cities, took others, 
aAoug theAreft Lariifa, the inhabitants whereof he 
lianfplanted, with thVir whole families, into Bulgaria, in- 
corporated fuch of thpie who were able to bear arms among 
bia troops, and^mplOycd tbem againft the Romans. Ba- 
tbereforCf incenfed againft the Bulgarians, had no 
£)4ner put an end to the civil war than he refolved to em- 
j®dy the whole ftrengthjof the empire againft them. Pur- 
(uaut to this refolutlon, having afiembled all his forces, he 
left Conftsntiijople, without acquainting even his own ge- 
nerals with his deftgn. He entered Bulgaria through the 
country lying ticar Rhodoptes and the river Eurus, leaving 
I^p I^liifeuua ^behind him to fecure the defiles, while he, 
by a.fiiort cutthijOagb woods and marihes, advanced to Sar- 
byi the Bulgarians called Triaditsea, with a defign to 
Ipy^ege to that important place i but^^.he was making 
^l^jaCcelTary preparations for tbeattaefeiStepben, the com- 
SftaH^er ofjt^, W4^m ari inveterate enemy 

€oiUiiiSI%4bsl in the dead of the night, 
the fovereign power, 
rchingi^wath t»H the troops under 
4k cordiSind, Ip t irial city.. . The emperor, alarmed 

^Ibe time apprehending the 

enemy 




ne Hiftory of the' Bu^aitans. 

enemy might feize on the paffes ahai^ned by Leo, and cut 
olT his retreat, immediately ordered the, armj to march. 
I’hcy no fooiier began to move, than Samuel, ruihing from 
the neighbouring moijntains, where he had remained the 
whole time, fell with great Fury upon them in their retreat, 
a*id turned it into a precipitate and diforderly flight. All 
their baggage was taken, with the imperial ^obes and dia- 
dem ; great numbers of the^foUlicrs, aiid f^jjmXofficers'of 
diltintlion, were cut in pieces; but the emperoi^ith much 
difficulty, efcaped to J^hilippopolis, wherd he f\und Leo 
carefully attending his duty, and guirt-ding the poft which 
had been committed to his cai^e. *'j. he entper^r, though ex- 
afperate^ againfl Stephen, the author of fo much mifebief, 
co^tcnte^l himfelf with reviling him in the moft letere terms, 
till he began to defend what he had done ; then Bafilius, 
no longer able to command his temper, leaped from his feat, 
and, feizing him by bis locks and beard, pulled him down 
to the ground 

During the two follovi’ingfrears the emperor was diverted, 
by inteftine broils, from purfuing the wir againfl the Bul- 
garians; and Samuel, their king, taking advantage of thefc 
didurbanccs, haraffed, with daily incurfions, the neighbour- 
ing* provinces : but tranquility was no fooner reftored td the 
empire, than Bafilius made vaft preparations both by fca and 
land, with a defign entirely to fubdue that refllefs and tur- 
bulent nation. In the firfl place, he made a progrefs into 
Thrace and Macedon ; and, having vifited the frontiers on 
that fide, and left a ftrong garrifon in ThelTalonica, under 
the command of Gregorius laronitas, to reflrain the Bul- 
garians, returned to Conflantinople, to haflen the military 
preparations. In the mean time Samuel, approaching Thel- 
falonica at the head of a numerous army, made himfelf 
mailer of the place, after having, by a llratagem, killed the 
governor, and taken his foil prifoner. Elated by thisTuc- 
cefs, he eroded the Pencus, and, having over-nui all Thef- 
faly, Boeotia, and Attica, penetrated into the vcjy hprt of 
Peloponnefus, ravaging all the provinces through which he 
paffed. The emperor difpatched the il^Jvcr of his army 
ygainft him, under the command^ of Nicephorus Uranus, 
who, leaving his heavy baggage at Larifi^i paffed with iii> 
credible expedition the PharfaJian plains, and the river Apifc 
danus, arrived at the Spercheios, and encamped oU the 
banks of that fiver oppofite to Samuel. The river was then 
fo fwelled, that SamueL believing the Romans could not 
pafs it, lay with great fecurity on the itthcf fief’s ; however, 
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0'ramfS HfliViiig wUh indefatig;iblt pains, a ford, 

paifed tbfe ri;}fer in the dead of nighty find, falling upon the 
Bulgarians while they lay afleep, without the leail appre- 
hcijtfiotl of danger, made a dreadful havock before they had 
tinie to affiime their arrps. Sbnuel and his fon Roman us 
wore dangerottfly wounded, and muft unavoidably have 
falleti into the conqueror’s hands, had they not kept them- 
feftres contf^led the whole day among the dead, and in the 
night ftolwiaway to the mountains of il'^olia, along the 
fops of v^ioh fhey travelled to Mount Find us, and thence 
into BuIgwhu^AIpoif bis return, he found his daughter en- 
amoured to f;i^a degree of Afotes, the fon of Gregory, 
ISktc governor of Theffalonica, who had been taken prifoncr, 
th^t flie declared (he was determined to deftroy ht^rfelf, ^in- 
left §i€ was allowed to marry him. Samuel complied with 
Jber didii^, and, as foon as the nuptial folcmnity was over, 
felt his new fon-in-law, with his wife, to refide at Dyrra- 
chium, appointing him governor of that important place ; 

had not been long therf when, hearing that the em- 
ptsror’s gallies wej% cruifing on the coaft, he embraced that 
^pOrtunity to return to Conftantinople, where both he and 
his wife were kindly received and preferred by the emperor, 
hetd the dignity of magifter, and (he to that of zofta, whofe 
province it was to take care of the imperial wardrobe. 
Afttes brought letters with him ho the emperor from Chry- 
Islkis, one of the chief officers in Dyrrachium, wherein he 
Jwoiitifed* to deliver the city into the hands of the Romans, 
on-epjpdition the emperor would confer the dignity of a pa- 
tridafl-on him and his two fons; but, fo far as we can con- 
jefitirc from Cedrenus, whofe text is ftrangely corrupted in 
this plate, -^the delivering up of the city was prevented by 
the cfcath of Chryfelius. However, the emperor became 
mafter of the fdace not long after, but in what manner we 
imt told K 

‘ In the following year the emperor entered Bulgaria in 
pe^on, by the way of Fhilippopolis j and, having taken fe- 
forts* and cattles, detached from Mofynopolis part of 
llU army, ondet^fhe command of Thcodorocranus, a patri- 
4nah,.”ahd Nicephoi^us Xiphias, protofpatharian, againit the 
‘ ^im^dties beyond Moctnt Hsemus. By thefe were re- 
^ Little Perfthlaba, with. Plifeoba, 

ptae'es. Next year Bafilius in per- 
Bulgaria, by the way of 
tO^feUbe cities, burnt a great number of vil- 
watte. Tte,city of Bercea was 
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farrendered to him by Dobromerus, governor of the place, 
whom the emperor Ifbnoured with the titloiand.rank of pro- 
conful. The city of Servia, which was defended by a nu- 
merous garrifon, undef ^hc ^command of Nicolas, mads a 
long and vigorous refiftance j but was taken at laft by ftorm. 
Ffom Servia the emperor returned to Conftjyjycinople, car- 
rying with him a great number of captives, andamongthc 
reft Nicolas, governor of the .place, whom, fq|;^ is gallant 
behaviour, he generoufly raifed to the rank^of a'oatrician: 
but Nicolas, preferring the fervice of his mafter xo all the 
honours the emperor could confc/ upon made hts cf- 
cape to Samuel, and jointly with*him laid fi«ge to Servia. 
I'hc em^ior no fooner received intelligence of this 
priJe, tlwn he marched thither in perfon, •obligeS the Bul- 
garians to retire, and, attacking them in their retreat, took 
Nicolas a fecond time prifoner, and fent him to Conftan- 
tinople, where he was, by the emperor’s order, kept under 
clofe confinement. From Servia Bafilius led his army into 
Theflaly, and repaired fuchtcaftles as had been difmantlcd 
by the 13 u 1 garians, recovered tliofe that were ftili held by 
them, and reunited that province to the empire. Early in 
the/pring he entered Bulgaria again, and laid fiege to^Bo- 
dyna, which held out for the fpace of eight months, but 
vvas in the end taken by ftorm. 

As the autumn was already far fpent, the emperor, hav- 
ing left a ft rong garrifon in Bddyna, 

the reft of his troops toConftantinople. When he had pro--^ 
cceded on his return, as far as the river Axius, he found 
Sumuel, with all the forces he bad been able to ailemble, 
encamped on the oppofite bank ; but Bafilius, ^having dif- 
Govered a ford, and pafled the river in the night, fell early 
next morning on the enemy, before they cotild put them- 

f dves in a j^^ofture of defence, and routed them wub great 

flaughter. Samuel’s army being thus defeated and di - 
peifed, Romanus, the fon of the late king Peter, an r 
tber of Borifes, furrendered to the emperor *c city 
Scopix, of which he was governor, and was on bat account 
rewarded with the dignity of patrician. Simue , no g 
able to keep the field, placed ftrong guards in all the de^es, 
to prevent the emperor from penetrating fart er ^ 

garia. However, Bafilius, determined upon the 
duftion of the country, forced, not without gre 
men, feveralpafies ; but, in the ftrei^bts of Cimba » 

be would have been cut off with biS^wbolc -^rbin^ 

Nicephorus Xiphias, governor of Philippopolis, 
with a ftrong detachment through by-ways, and 
mountain, uncxpcdtcdly aflaulted the enemy s rea , a 
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liged them to* abandon their poft. Then Bafilius, entering 
Uie ftceights^ without oppofition^ pufftied them with great 
flaughter, though they retired ^ good order, and often, 
facing about, Ikirmifhed with. ttre Reymans. In one of thefc 
&SJtniiihes the king nafrqjviy elcaped falling into the hands 
of the Romans ; but was refeued by the valour and conduff 
of his (on, when Jic was already furrounded on all fides, 
aiidoonve^ fafe‘*to the caftle of Prilapus, though clofely 
purfoed hy*a*^body of Roman horfe. On this occafion the 
empjesror Cs (aid to have taken fiftc;en thoufiind prifoners, 
whoj|t he'tteated with great inhumanity ; for he caufed their 
ptyt olit, and %o every huhdred affigning a guide, 
whd Vd one eye left, fent them in^hat contliti/;;!!! to Sa- 
xhUiM* 'Phe kirtgof the Bulgarians, already broken viith 
kingo/tki age, and worn out with misfoitunesi was fo (hocked at this 
Bvigari* 4i(mal fpeflacle, that he fell into a fwoon ; and, though he 
Mnsydiii of to his fenfts, yet he died in two days of grief ‘i. 

i Samuel was fucceeded by liis fon Gabriel, whom he had 
hya^taptive of Larilfai In the beginning of his reign the 
emperor, pur filing the conqueft of Bulgaria, reduced a ilrong 
caftle named Matzucius, and then invefted Strumpitza, a 




place of great ftrength. During the fiege he detached Tjieo- 
phylad, one of his generals, with a body of chofen men, 
to reduce the fortrcfles among the mountains, and open a 
Tsray through the woods. TheophylarR made himfelf maflcr 
feveral places;" but being afterwards furprifed by the 
gariam cut Bulgarians in a narrow pafs, where he could not draw up 
his men, he was cut off, with the whole body under his 
wMarmt. command. The emperor, to whom Strumpitza had fub- 
mitted after a vigorous refiftance, hearing of this misfor- 
tune, thOj^it proper to retreat; accordingly he marched 
back to Mofynopolis, and thence to Theflalonica. On his 
route hie took the caltle of Prilapus, Stypeius, Melencius, 
and Buaena ; and burnt Buteliana, the royal palace of the 
Cahritt Bulgarian kings. Dilring the winter Gabriel was killed, 
purdertd ^ while be ^as hunting, by Bladifthlabus, the fon of Aaron, 

formerly preferved. Bladifthlabus, being 
acknovpleged kik^ by the Bulgarians, immediately acquaint- 
€t€d$himy ^ the emperor with the death of Gabriel, and his own 
AMiiptson, acknowleging himfelf at the fame time a fub- 
valfal of the empire; but Bafilius, fufpe<Sling his 
returned early in the fpring Into Bulgaria, and 
‘Sppmmfclf ma(b^,.of feveral ftrong caftles and fortified 
in C^ne of he took fome of the principal men 

an^ug.tbe Bulgariana« 
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Meanwhile Bbdifthlabus fent a new deputation to the' 
emperor, ofFering Cubmit to fuch terms as be ihouJd 
think proper to prcfcribe. At the fame time'the emperor 
received letters from t^ieji Bulgarians owning themfelves his 
fubjeds and vaflals j but Bafilius ^eing informed that neU BaJiUutft* 
tl:^r the king nor his fubj eels were fmcere in their declara- 
tions, and that they had made an attempt upon* Dyrrachium, 
hoping to furprife that Important placa* entere^i Bulgaria 
once more. Having laid wafte the countries Oftrobus, 

Gofens, and Pelagonia, he advanced to Atris, She place 
where the Bulgarian !:ings ufually rtfided, which he re- 
duced i and then, leaving partofjiis armf 'in^Pelagonia to 
curb the Bulgarians, he marched with thereil to reduce the 
neighbouring provinces \ but he was fcarJew^lepartcd, when 
Ibatzcs, a man of great dillim'dion among the Bulgarians, 
remarkable for bis valour and experience, having drawn 
llie Romans left by the emperor into an ambufeade, cut 
them oil’, with their commanders, almofl to a man. In 
confequence of this difallcr Biifilius, marching back in great 
rage, laicUfeveral cities in allies, ravaged*the open country, 
with fire and fw'ord, and having taken h great number of 
prifoners, ordered their eyes to be put out, and in that con- 
ditiSn to be fent to Bladilthlabus. On the other band*the 


Bulgarians, making frequent failles from, the v/oods, de- 
llroycd great numbers of imen ; infomuch that, his army 
being greatly diminiflied, he reiurned earlier than ufual to 
Conllantinople. On" his march he bhfieged the caftle of 
Pernicus ; but the garrifon making a vigorous refiftance, 
he lay before it eighty days, aflaulting it almoft every day 
with 'his whole army4 but being conftantly repulfed with 
great lofs, he was obliged to abandon the enterpiize, and 
retire. However, thinking he could not, without forfeit- 
ing his reputation, give up the w^ar, till ^e had entirely 
lubdued Bulgaria, after having fo often invaded it in per- 
fon, he allowed his army but a (hort refpite ; and then tak- 
ing the field again, laid fiegejo Caftoria, a forii^cd town 

in Pelagonia. , . i • t 

In the mean time the king of the Bulgafians, having col- 
lecled all the forces he could mufter, began to march 
wards the frontiers of the empire, in order to oblige 
emperor to abandon Bulgaria, and hafien back to the de- 
fence of bis owm dominions. Bafilius 
ing up the fiege of Cailoria, marched againll Bladiflhlabu^ 
who, not willing to put the w^hole to the iflue of an engag^ 
ment, retired at his approach. Bafilius detached Conltan- killed fom 
tine Diogeiies in purfuit of the enemy, who put many to after. 

the fword, took horfes and baggage of the king, wit \ 

" " oue> 
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and returned loaded with booty. The 
emperor aft;^rw^rd 3 took by ftorm tfce caftle of Satsena^ 
wliere he found a great quantity of corn, which he ordered 
to^be removed, 'and then fet fire toctljie place. Having ended 
tlic campaign he rcturiv^d to Conftantinople, He was no 
iboner gone than the king of the Bulgarians invefted Dyr- 
racMum 5 but the garrifon making a vigorous refifiance, 
he was in an <»afiault. ^''he Bulgarians, who had hi- 
thertO deftnded tlieir country with unparalleled valour, and 
lu^ptaiired their liberties againftthp whole ftrength of the 
7 ubj^t empire, in a war which had la lied more than twenty years, 
" ’ being now quite^difpiritfd by the lofs of their king, fent de- 

puties to the emperor, with ofiers of a total and^unlimitcd 
fubmilficfh. B»fi*lius received them in the mo(^. obliging 
manner, and lepairing into Bulgaria, was met on the 
confine^ by the governors of thirty-fix cafllcs, which they 
furrendered. Their example was followed by mod of ihc 
chief men of Buljjaria, and even by the wdfe of the ceceafed 
king, who comir^g to the emjlL’eror with three of her fons 
end her fix daug*nters, renounced all claim to -dominion. 
She had three other fons by the king, but they had taken 
refuge on the tops of the Ceraunic mountains, from wdiich 
tbc*y were foon after obliged by famine to come down and 
furrender themfelves. Bafilius received them wdth great 
homlnity, raifed Profranus, wlio appears to have been the 
elded, to the dignity of m^agifter, an^ the other five to that 
of patriciai>^ To the mother and the daughters he allowed 
a maintenance fuitable «>liieir rank, and ever treated them 
with the utmodrefpeft. 

At' Aebris; where t^c Bulgarian kings ufually refided, he 
was received by his new fubjefls with loud acclamations. 
There be fcizi^d^ou the immenfe treafure of the Bulgarian 
princes, and found, among other things of great value, 
feveral crowns enriched wdlh pearls, and a great quantity 
of gold, which he beftowed as a reward upon his fokliers^ 
There re^nained now but oui|nian in the whole country ca- 
pable of railing didurbatKCi^, who had not fubmitted to the 
.emperor. Thii*was Ibatzes, a perfon nearly allied to the 
^royal family, who duripg the courfe of the war, had given 
indances of his courage and implacable hatred to 
Romans. He, refufing to fubmit, feized on a cadle 
on the top of a mountain very difficult of ac- 
spefs"; and having fortified himfelf, declared, that he was 
ffcfoived to defend himfelf to the laft extremity ; but in what 
manner he was feized in his cadle and brought to the em- 
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ncror, we have related at large in our C<>nftantinopoHtan ^ 

biiiory* And now Aalilius, abColute mador of ^11 Bulgaria, 

took a progrefs through the country, rccciiring the fubmif- AD.iotp 

fions of his new fubjedjst and caufing feveral caftles tc^be 7^ 

demolifiied, left the Bulgarfans ^uld attempt to fhake off 
tire yoke- Then leaving Bulgaria, he repai|;ed to Athens, 
and aferibing the fuccefs that had attended his arms to the 
protedlion of the Virgin Majy, he ennehed church*in 
that city with many prefents of great value. From Athens 
he returned to Conftan^inople, which he entered in triumph 
through the Golden Gate, amidij the acclamations of the 
multitude, the widow of the late*king ol' the Bulgarians, 
with all d;ie princes and princeffes of the Jilood- royal, walk- 
ing»befo^ him. This conqueft and final rtrdudiftn of Bul- 
garia, which bad been often attempted in vain by other em- 
perors, was effedfed by Bafilius in the forty-fourtlj year of 
bis reigiu and of the Chriftian sera IC17. 

The Bulgarians bore the yoke patiently till 1032, when 
they revolted from Michael JV. under the conduJl: of De- 
leanus ; Jftid being joined by the Dyrrachians, who had 
likewife rebelled, defeated the imperial troops, and even 
laicLfiege to Theffalonica. But they were utterly defeated 
by the emperor, and their country entirely reduced. I rom 
that time the Bulgarians continued fubjecl to the emperors 

of Conftantinople, whom thtypowerfullyaflifted both againft 

the Latins and the Turks, and ‘were, on that account, al- 
lowed to choofe a king of their own nation, who neverthe- 
lefs owned himfelf a vaffal of the empire. In 1206, John, 
king of Bulgaria, marching againft Baldwin, the firlt em- 
peror of the Latins in Conltantinople, while he was befieg- 
ing Adrianople, routed his army with great {laughter, re- 
lieved the city, and having taken the emperor himfelf pn- 
foner, carried him to Ternova, at that time the capital ot 
Bulearia. There he caufed his handstand feet to be cut 
off, and ordered him, thus maimed, to be thrown into a 
neighbouring valley, where he lay in the utmoft.agony fpr 
thrte days, and then exfiring, was devoured by the w. d 
beads, airi Mrds of prey- In 1275, Stephen, t ® ® 
king of Hungary, vanquifhed in q great battle Cea, P”” 
of Bulgaria, and having cut his whole army 
obliged the Bulgarians to acknowlege „ 7 of 

Hence 'Stephen and his fucccflbrs f'nir 

Hungary and Bulgaria, which title paffed, '7* 
dom of Hungary, to the princes of i 

With aififtance of the Greek emperors they ^ ^ 
the Hungarian yoke, and in 1369, under 1 

Safmenos their king, attempted the WQvery of A n P • 
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taken by tbe Turks ; but were totally defeated by Amu- 
rath 1 . wbojiaddio fooner fettled his ^airs in Aha, than, 
provoked againft the Bulgarians for their late attempt, he 
tur^ie.d his arms againft them. Ei^tering Bulgaria with a 
numerous -army, he made himfelf mafter of feveral for- 
trelles, and obliged Safmenos to purchafe a peace, by cediwg 
the far greater par^ of his kingdom, and promifing to hold 
the reft as^s vaflai and tributary : but Bajazet, who fuc- 
ceeded Amurath, invading Bulgaria without the leaft pro- 
vocation, made an abfolute eonqueftc of the whole country 
in 1396, and reduced it jo a province of the Turkifti em- 
pire, in which ftate it has continued ever fince. 

We fliall now, jn compliance with our plan, proceed to 
the hillory of the Oftrogoths in Italy, from I hepodoric? to 
their expulfion by Narfes ; of the exarchs of Ravenna, till 
driven opt by the Lombards ; and of the Lombards in Italy, 
to Defiderius their laft king, taken prifouer by Charle- 
magne. rhefe three different hiftories will aftbrd us matter 
fof;the following chapter. 
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CHAR, LXXXVL 

^he Htftory of the OJirogoths in Italy^ the 
Exarchs of Ravenna^ and the Lombards in 
Italy. 

SECT. I. 

TIjc Hijlory of the OJirogoths in Italy, to their Expulfion 
by Narfes. 

I N the fiaregolng chapter, we brought Theodoric, king of 
the Oftrogoths into Italy, anctvplaced him on the throne 
of Odoacer. We ftiall now give the reader a fuccinbt ac- 
count of this excellent prince’s reign, whom we muft not 
confider as an intruder or ufurper, but as the lawful fove- 
reign of the countries he poffeffed, efpecially of the king- 
dom of Italy j. for, when he firft imparted to Zeno his de- 
sign of invading that country, the emperor not only ap- 
proved of the undertaking, but encouraged him to it, and, 
recommending to his protection the fenate and people of 
Rome, difmiffed him loaded with rich prefents. During 
' the 
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tlie courfeof thewar,Theodoricfent diftinft accounts of 

ail that pafled to the emperor, who was grtatly pleafed with 
the fuccels that attended his arms ; ,fof, whL^he vvas ? 
formed, that Thcodor,c*only wanted Ravenna to be entire 
malter of luly, he advifed hinf to lay afide the Gothic 
*efs, and alRtme the royal d.adem, mantle, and othe^en! 
figns of majefty • Upon the redudiomof Ravenna, which 
happened in the fecond year of the rei|n of Aniftafius the 
foece/To, of Z.no he b, ,h. new e^peil! Sow! 

the death of Odoacer, proclaimed him, again king of all 
Italy, without the confent and* approbation of tL em‘ 

PT'’ u® “f whatbthey had done, as 

js Tnamfkft from the Icucrs he wrote t<5 him,* and fmm 
Theodonc s anfwer, which have been tranfmitied to us by 
Cafliodore. Bef.des, when 'flieodoric undcrtookwhe con- 
quell of Italy, the wellern empire was at an end : Spain 
was poffefled by the Vandals, the Vifigoths, and the Sucvest 
Oaul by the Franks and Bufgundians; IJritnin by the Sax 
ons ; ancT Italy left a prey to the Heruli, the Rugians, and 
other barbarous nations. 


in 


While the lalt mentioned country, which, for fo many He deli- 
ages, had. given law to the world, thus groaned under the 
yoke of the Barbarians, the emperors of the Eaftbeine un- 
able to afford it the lead relief, Theodoric,twith their con- 
fent and approbation, undertook* the great work ; and hav- 
mg, at his own expcnce, and with the, troops of his own 
nation, expelled the tyrant, he was, with loud acclamations, 
received by the people as their king and deliverer. The 
only perfon who had then any claim to Italy was the em- 
peror of the Eaft ; and both Zeno, and his fuccclTor Anafta- 
iius, acknowleged Theodoric king of that country, not only 
allowing him to wear the royal enfigns, but transferring to 
him all their claims and rights. 

Theodoric, though he was mafter of all Italy and Sicily, 
and likewife of Rhsetia, Noricum, Dalmatia, •Liburnia, 
iftria, and great part Suevia, Panipnia, and Gaul, 
and governed Spain, as guardian to his* young nephew 
Amalaric, yet he did not affum« the title of emperor, 
hut contented himfelf with that of king, either out of rc-* 
fpe£t to the emperors of the Eaft, or becaufe he eftcemed 
me title of king, denoting an iijdependent authoritVf more 
honourable than that of empferor; Or perhaps becaufe 
Odoacer, whom heTucceeded, had affumed no other. Be 
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th^t 18 it may, Theodoric having no enemy to contend with 
after the death ofOdoaccr, iheathed hiS fword, and applied 
himfelf wholly to the eftablifliing of good order throughout 
ntains Ti|sniew dominions. He retaiijed the fame laws, the fame 
magiftrates, the fame pohty, and the fame diftribution of 
provinces. Military honours, for the moft part, he coh- 
feared on the Goths ; but preferred the Romans only to 
civil cmpldyments. * Hence t^e Romans, that is, the an- 
cient inhabitants of Italy, were extremely pleafed with his 
government •, and Gclafius, biftiop of Rome, wrote a letter, 
congratulating hjm upon his happy adminiftration. He 
diftributed the Goths amt>ng the fortified places, with their 
captains, who commanded in time of war, and ^governed 
them in time of peace. The Romans were governed by 
the fame magiftrates they had obeyed under the emperors; 
but withothis difference, that by the emperors were fent a con- 
fularis, aprxfes, a corrector, into each province, to whom, in 
all fuits, recourfe was to be had from the moil remo^e parts : 
whereas the Gotl^s fent, befiefes the above mentioned ma- 
giftrates, others of an inferior rank to every fmall village, 
who, by adminiftring jufficeon the fpot, delivered the peo- 
ple from the great trouble and expence they had been in 
theKoman times, when the power of deciding controverfies 
vefted in the fupreme magiftratc alone. The Goths 
were no lefs fciihpulous in the choice of thefe inferior ma- 
giftrates than of the great officers, employing only perfons 
of known integri^,. and acceptable to the people, and al- 
lowing no appe;ila :I;q other tribunals, but in cafes of mani- 
feft ihjuflice. Of thefe inferior magiftrates fome were 
called cancellari, others canonicarii, and comites referen- 
datii 

As Theodoric made no alteration in the laws, magiftrates, 
or form of government, except Ibat which we have juft 
Hi contents mentioned, fo he contented himfelf with the fame tributes 
and taxes which had been levied by- the emperors ; but was 
nio re ^generous than they had ever been to remit them 
occafion of a/iy public calarrJfvy, Thus he remitted to 
finn. the inhabitants *of Campania the tribute they ufually paid, 
ijpon their reprefentingithat they had fuffered much by au 
crupdon of Mount Vefuvius. The letter or order which 
be fent on this occafion to Fauftus, coiifularis or governor 
Campania, has been tra^mitted to us by Cafliodore. lii 
fhat letter he teMs Fauftus^ that the inhabitants of Campa- 
nia, having fuffered greatly, had petitioned him for relief, 
that he was ready ‘to grant them their requeft, provided he 
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was rightly Informed of the misfortune, and knew how to 
judge of the dama^ they had fuftained.. He conimands 
him to. fend feme perfon of known integrity into the terri-^r 
tories of Nola and Naples, to view th% lands, and take^an 
tdimate of the lofs, that He might te enabled to make 
a •proportionable allowance out of the tribjate It was 
probably on this occafion that the Neapolitans ere£led, in 
their great forum or market-place, a ftatue to Theodortc, 
which is faid to have afterwards prefaged the end of the 
government of the Gpths in Italy (M). In like manner 
Theodoric exempted the inhabitants of Sipontum, in Puglia,* 
from all taxes for the fpace of two.years, lipop their repre- 
fenting tl^at their lands had been laid wafte by the Vandall 
of Africa, who were condantly making defaents oA the coall 
of Italy 

He not only pardoned, but preferred to the firff jemploy- 
ments, feveial Italians, or, as they were ftill called in his 
time, Romans, who had defended t)doacer to the laft ; but 
fuch as had declared for himfand afterwards revolted to the 
enemy, h<t puniflicd according to the Il?>man law, taking 
from them the power of making tcllamcnts : but in the 
thir^ year of his reign, he was prevailed upon by Lauren- 
tius and Epiphanius, the one bifhop of Milan, the othdr of 
Pavia, to publifli a general pardon. Upon his becoming 
jnafler of Italy, he did iiot*treat the natives as thofe of the 
other Roman provinces were xYcated by the Barbarians, 
who conquered them. Thcfe (tripped the ancient pro- 


V Cafliod. Var. lib. iv. ep. 50. * Ibid. lib. ii. ep. 37. 


(M) This llatue was made of 
fmall pebbles of various colours, 
and fo artfully cemented, that 
they repre Tented Theodoric to 
the life. While he was Hill 
living, the head of the llatue 
fell, and broke to pieces ; and 
foon after Theodoric died. 

Was fucceeded by Athalari^niis 
grandfon, in the eighth year of 
whofe reign the belly of the fla- 
tue fuddenly fell of itfelf ; and a 
fevv days after news were brought 
to Naples of the death of Atha- 
laric. Not long after, the ge- 
nitah dropped off ; and an ac- 
count was brought of the un- 
happy and undeferved end of 


Amalafuntha, the daughter of 
Theodoric, and mother of the 
late king. But when Jufti- 
nian declared war againft the 
Goths, the thighs and feet of 
the llatue fell to the ground; 
from which event the Romans 
concluded, that th^ empire of 
the Goths in Italy was at an 
end, and thSt the/ would be 
foon*dnvcn out, as it happened# 
This prefage, fays Procopius, 
from whom we have borrowed 
the whole account, greatly en- 
couraged the emperor’s troops, 
and gave them certain hopes 01 
vidory (i). 


(t) Procop. Btll. Gpth. lib. t* 
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p^iefors of their lands, eftates, and pofTeflions, dividing 
them' amoTi^ their chiefs, and giving* tp one a province, 
#th the title of duke *, to another a frontier country, 
’witH the title oi^ marquis ; tOi,fome a city, with the 
tkSiof count ; to p^liers^a caftle or tillage, with the title of 
Ht allows baron y. But Theodoric, who valued himfelf upon govern- 
ing after the' Roj^nan manner, and obferving the Roman 
ttu^^iftates jnftitutibns, left every one in the full enjoyment 

md pof‘ pi his ancient property ; for the feodal tenures, dukedoms, 
ftJJkns. and counties ^ere not introduced into Italy by the Goths, 
by the Lombards, as we {hall relate hereafter. As to 
andpietj, religion, Thjeodbric held‘, as all the Goths did, the tenets 
of Arius 5 but allowed his fubje£l:s to profefs, without mo^ 
Je{lation,s the faitli of the council of Nice ; an^ he gave 
full liberty to the Goths themfelves to renounce*, if they 
plcafed, the do£lrine of Arius, and embrace the catholic 
faith. He fuffered none to be chofen for the government 
of the church, but peifons of knowm probity -^. A great 
fchifm arifing in his time, he rfed his utmofl endeavours to 
re.ftore the churcK to its former tranquility 5 an aim which 
Sn the end he efFe£led, by caufing a council to be aflembled. 
Several edi6ls, both of Theodoric, and his fucccflbr Atha- 
larit, have been tranfmitted to us by Cafliodore, prohibiting 
and annulling all fimoniacal elections and ordinations of 
bilhops". Thus the ecclefiaftipal polity was never better 
bbferved, nor more deferving men preferred to the govern- 
ment of the, church, than in the time of Theodoric, and the 
Gothic kings his fucceflbrs, though they maintained the 
^tCshl^t^ Ariltii, their nation having been lirft inflrufled in 
theOfiftian religion by Arian teachers, fent by the em- 
peror Valens. 

Theodoric, though an Arian, is much commended for his 
piety by Ennodius, bifliop of Pavia, a mod zealous ftickler 
for the faith of Nice, as are the Goths in general by Sal- 
vlanus, the catholic bifliop of Marfeilles, who aferibes their 
errors, not to them, but to thofe who firft infl:ru£l:ed them*’. 
Wt equliy Theodoric is no Icfs commendeci^y all the writers of thofe 
times for his eqiiity, moderation, ^nd the tender regard he 
had for the welfare of bis fubje<StSjj than for his piety and 
religion. He perfofpi^^ what he pfomifed tp the natives 
pf Italy, when, he firil took upon him the title of king, 
namely, that his conduft and behaviour fliould be fuch,that 
they (hould all wifh they had.fallen fooner under the go- 

y Loyfeaude Sign. c?ip. 5. Cod. dc Agric. & Cenf. lib. ii. Con- 
nan. in Com. Jur. Civ. lib. ii. tit. c. Leo Oftienf. in Chron. Cof- 
fio.'Gloir. in Notis, cap. 6. num, 53*. ' Calfiod. lib. viii. 

^p. 14? a Idem, lib. ix^.ep. 15. ^ Salvian. de Gubern. Dei, lib. v. 
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vemmeut of the Goths. He not only appointed perfonsof 
learninp, known intlgrity, and unblemifliiid cliarafl:ers, to 
adminiiter judice, but often heard caufes^ bimfelf, pro- 
nouncing fen fence accprtling to the ftrideft rules of jufjice 
and equity. He took upon^imfejf the troubj^ of fettling 
t>c prices of all necefiary commodities, and Jj/Tizing weights 
and meafures : in impofing tributes, he had a particular re- 
gard to the condition and cirtum (lances of thofe who w?fc 
to pay them \ and was ever willing to remit them upon any 
remonflrancc that app4*ai-cd rcafonable. If* his foldiers at 
any time wronged the countiy- people on their march, he 
never failed to repair the lofl'es #they had f^^Haincd. He 
paid ready money, not only for the necell'ary provifions of 
thi^ arm]^ but for the materials which he ewiployett in build- 
ing fliips, and fortifying his camps. To the poor he was 
vciy liberal and generous, and, in fome degree, mgde it his 
chief fludy, as Calfiodore af’ures us, to relieve the widows 
and orphans His moderation, temperance, chaftity, called 
by Ennodius facerdotal moduli y, and other eminent virtues, ration^ 
are celebrtited both by that w^riter, and b*y CafTiodore, with 
fucli encomiums that, if they were not greatly prejudiced 
in Ijis favour, we muft conclude him to have been one of 
the beft and greateil princes that ever fwayed a fee^tre. 
Procopius himfelf, though a Greek, and fccrctary to the 
emperor Juftinian, who wfts at war with the Goths, and 
finally drove them out of Italy, 'could not forbear admiring 
and extolling the royal virtues of Theodoric 

As to the ai^lions of his reign, his firft care, after he became 
foie mailer of Italy, was to repeople Liguria, in fome places 
dcilitute of inhabitants, who h^d been carried into captivity 
by the Burgundians, as we have related in the hiilory of 
that people. As the other provinces of Italy, exhaulled by 
long wars, and frequent irruptions of the barbarous nations. 

Could nor fpare any of tlicir inhabitants, '1 heodoric refolvcd 

to ranfom, at his own expence, all the Ligurians, \vho were 

kept captives among the Burgundians. Acc(vdingly he Hisgene* 

dlTpatched Epiphanius tG^iundebald their king, by whom, 

he well knew, that prelate was held in th»greateft yencra- captive 

tion, with a fufficient fum for the re^jemption of the prifoners. 

But Epiphanius, with his Chriflian eloquence, and pious 
exhortations, perfuaded Gundebald to releafe, without ran- 
fom, fuch of the Ligurians, as, through fear or famine, had 
delivered themfcives up to the Burgundians ; but for thofe 
^'ho had been taken in battle, the king infdled upon a 
fmall fum, by way of lanfom, left he (hould offend his fol- 
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diersvfcy fcmittifig what was tbeir due, aud taking from 
them tht price pf their lives and fort&ucs. Tl>is Epipha- 
niusjoyfl^iy paid* Avitus, brfhop of Vienna, and Syagria, 
fl^ladv ^f ^cat piety, generoufly^r^ntributing towards it. 
Tlli -holy pf|)ate» on hi^ retuVn, paffed with his captives 
tbroygk Getteva, where he prevailed upon king Godi- 

S fcles to folfow the example of his brother Guiidcbald, 
hi fet at liberty, without ranfom, all the captives belong- 
ing to him and to the royal family. With this numerous 
multitude Epif^hanius returned in/riumph to Theodoric, 
who generoufly relieved the moft indigent, and fent them 
all back to their rfefjpe£livf/ habitations*. 

While Theodoric was thus wholly employed incftablifti- 
ing good order throughout his dominions, and p^'^omoting 
tire welft^e of his new fubjeds, a war broke out between 
||||tn and the emperor Anallanus on the following occafion : 
Mundo, by nation a Goth, flying from the Gep'idse, with- 
drew to the deferts beyond the Danube ; and having aflem- 
bled a confiderable number of<robbers and others, who, for 
their crimes, had been obliged to abandon their ftative foil, 
made himfelf mafter of a tower named Herta, on the banks 
pf that river. From thence he made frequent incurfionSijnto 
the neighbouring countries, and the rich booty he carried olF 
drawing great numbers of abandoned people to him, he 
aflumed the title of king, and cam fed himfelf to be acknow'-^ 
^ged as fuch by his followers. His arrogant conduft en- 
raged the emperor, who ordered Sabinianus, fon to the 
|reat commander of that name, and general of the troops 
in ^illjrricum, to march againft him. Mundo had either 
fubmitted to, or entered iflto an alliance with Theodoric, 
then mafter of Pannonia and great part of Illyricum. Hear- 
ingi therefore, that Sabinianus was marching againft him 
with ten thoufand 'men, and a great riumber of waggons 
loaded with arms and proviflons, be had recourfc to Pitzh^ 
one of Theodoric's generals, then refiding at Sirmium. 
Pitzia, without Jofs of time, marched inperfon tohisafiift- 
ance, at tnc head of two tbouflS^ foot and five hundred 
horfe ; and joining Mundo’s forces, engaged the Romans 
in the neighbourhood of J^^argus, now Galom^cz, in Ser- 
via, cut mod of them in pieces, and obliged the to take 
refuge, with their general, in the caftle of Nato ^ Mundo, 
Qwnntg faim^lf indebted to Theodoric for hisprefervation, 
fabmitted, and bourne his fubjedl. 

AnaftaGus^ to he i^enged on Theodoric, fent the fol- 
year a eight tbottfand men on board, un- 

^ Ennod. in Yk p. 366—369. ' f Jom. Rcr. poth. 
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^er the command of Romanus, to ravage the coafta of 
Italy, rhefe, Jandi% m The neighbourho4)d of Tdrcntuiru 
were loon driven on board their Ihips by the Goths ; but 
neverthelefs they carri^d^ofF a confidcrable booty, and re- 
turned with It to Anaftafius/ who, in this war, aded more 
Jite a pirate than a prince ^ 5 but Theod^ric, who had 
formed a defign of conquering <Jnul from the Franks and 
Burgundians, and reuniting if to the empire of Italy, being 
convinced that he could not put this projetT in execution fa 
long as he was atvariafice with the emperor, wrote letters 
to Anaftafius, wherein he exprefl'ed his defire of renewing 
the peace, and living in friendfhq^ wnth the empire K He 
foon aftpj- difpatched amhaffadors to foiiftantmopic, by 
wlivife rjeans a peace was concluded between* the *two 
princes. However, Theodoric w^as, for fome time, di- 
verted from purfuing bis favourite fcheme by .the^troubles 
and divifions that arofe in Ho me^ about the election of a 
bifliop to that fee ; for, upon the death of pope Analhfius* 
two perfons were chofen by* tw^o different fadions to fuc- 
ceed him, namely, Symmuchus fupported by Fauflus, and 
Laurentius by Feftus. As the patrons of the two compe- 
titqfs were perfons of great authority in the fenate, and m- 
tereft among the people, their divifion and obfllnacy occa- 
fioned a kind of civil war in Rome, and fcveral perfons on 
both (ides loft their lives ifi the quarrel. At length both 
parties had recourfe to Theudoilc, who, following the ex- 
ample of the late emperors, had fixed his refidcnce at Ra- 
venna.* That prince, after having heard with great patience 
and attention the contending parties, prudently ordained, 
that he fhould be acknowleged as lawful bifliop wbo had 
been firft ele£led, and had had the greateft number of 
voices. Thus Symniachus, who had been firft chofen by* 
a great majority, w’as confirmed in his fee. 

But fome of the partizans of Laurentius not acquiefeing 
in fuch an equitable decifion, Theodoric, to heal the divi- 
fions of the church, was obliged to fummon a coiincil,and, 
to appeafe the troubles ^.•Tlome, to take a journey thither 
in perfon. He made his entry with fuch*pomp and magni- 
ficence as had not been feen for^many ages, and w'^as re- 
ceived by the fenate and people with the greateft demon- 
ftrations of joy. He was welcomed in the^ fenate by the 
celebrated Boetius, who, on that occafion, made an elo- 
quent fpeech, difplayiiig the eminent virtues of Tlicodoric. 
Which the king anfwcred in 3 modeft manner, declaring, 
fhathe ftiould ever have the greateft re%e€l for that auguft 

f Jornan. dc Reg, cap. 48. p, 655. fc Caffiod. lib. i. ep. i. 
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Isody, aiTtd pmit nothing that could contribute to their gran- 
deur. yrom the fenate he pfoctedech to the circus, and 
noade to the people, wherein he expreded his 

^^Scere dcfire of their welfare a«id profperity, confirmed 
aUHhe privileges they had enjftyed dnder the emperors his 

i ^redeceflbrs, and affureef them of bis proted^ion. He fpent 
everal days irf viewing the antiquities of the city, which he 
^iould not fufEcicntly admire. He declared, that though he 
expedfed to fee wonderful things, the ftatelinefs and mag- 
nincence of the public buildings had far furpafied his cx- 
|>e£lation. He was giievedtofee tlie walls in fomeplav^ts 
ijuite ruined, and contriljiilited large fums for the repairing 
of them, ancf of fonie other decayed buildings. ^ On the 
day of hisc-entry Jifc made a grand entertainment ^r the»fc- 
nate, arul gave a largefs of corn to the people. Before he 
left Rome he compofed the affairs both of the church and 
ftate ; aAd declared, upon his departure, that he was forry 
he could not fix his refi'dence in fuch an auguft city, the 
fafety of the ftate obliging himt^o refule, as his predeceflbrs 
bad done, at Ravinna, where he was near at hand, and 
ready to reftrain the irruptions of the Barbarians, who, on 
that fide, broke into Italy. He was fcarce returned, wljen 
inteUigence was brought him, that the Bulgarians had made 
an irruption into Pannonia, and, advancing as far as Sir- 
raium, had, furpri fed that city, .He forthwith difpatched 
PiUia with a confiderablc acmy againft them, who, in one 
campaign, recovered Sirmium, and drove them entirely 
out of Pannonia. To the government of that province 
Theodoric raifed ColofTeus, by the title of comes or count. 
^ Theodoric, having thus fettled,i.his affairs at home, rc- 
folved to attempt the execution of the projeef which he had 
formed from the very beginning of his reign 5 wdnch w^as, 
a$'we have hinted above, to drive the Burgundians and 
Pranks out of Gaul, and reunite that country to Italy. His 
debgn w^as to begin with the Burgundians, and, after hav- 
ing reduced them, to attack the Franks ; but as the Bur- 
gundians were then a powerful vation, and mafters of all 
the pafles in the ^ps, Theodoric, titering into an alliance 
with Clovis king of the Franks, prevailed upon him to in- 
vade the Burgundians on*one fide, ^ile be attempted to 
enter their country on the other. Of the condudl of Theodo- 
ric in this war we have fpoken in the hiftory of the Franks, 
and therefore ftiall only add, that he acquired the city of 
Marfeillcs and its , territory, with all the countries lying be- 
tween the Duranc%..thc Alps, the Mediterranean, and the 
Lower Rhone. 

Sojn« 
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Some years after, a war breaking out between Clovis and 
Alaric king of the 4/ifigoths In Gaul, Theodoric, putting 
himfelf at the head of his army, marche*d to*the afl'iilancc 
of the latter ; but CIotws in the mean time having killed 
Alaric in battle, and * defeated hjs army, the king of* the 
©llrogoths, jealous of the growing power of the Franks, 
ordered the troops to join him from all j^arts* and, entering 
Gaul, obliged the Franks, who had laid liege to CarcalTcme, 
to abandon the enterpri'ze and retire. In the following 
year the Franks befieged the city of ArletP; but the fiege 
was raifed, and the Franks were defeated with great llaugh- 
tcr, by the army which Theodofi^c had fent to the afliftance 
of his countrymen, under the condiufl of count Hibba. A 
p<^ce was foon after concluded betwSeji 'I'hwdoric and 
Clovis, the principal article of which was, that the Franks 
Ihould keep the countries which they had taken from the 
Viilgoths S * 

Amaiaric} the grandfon of Theodoric, was at this time 
king of the Vifigoths ; but as he was under age, Theodoric, 
who was this guardian, cxercifed the fafne authority in the 
young prince’s dominions, as he did in his own. In vir- 
tue of this peace the Oilrogoths continued mailers of the 
province they held before, lying between the Alp^ the 
Mediterranean, the Rhone, and the Durance, and appro- 
priated to themfclves the city of Arles for the charges they 
liad been at during this war. •Uhefe countries Iheodoric 
tranfmitted to his pc'llcrity ; but could make no farther con- 
ejuefts in Gaul, being oppofed by the Franks, who were 
become very powerful in that country. 

Amalaric, the grandfon of. Theodoric by his daughter 
1’heodegotha, had fucceeded his father Alaric in the king- 
dom of the Viilgoths ; but as he was only five years old 
when his father was killed by Clovis, his fubje(3;s, fcorning 
to be governed by an infant, revolted, and raifed 
throrje Gafelic,* the fon of Alaric by a concubine. ^ Iheo- 
doric, who was guardian to the young princcj being in- 
formed of this revolt, dilV«tched Hibba, or Ilba, into Gaul, 
with a numerous armf^*to expel the uftp-per, and re (tore 
Amalaric to the throne. Upon his approach tied 

into Spain*, and from thence, Tiearing that Hibba 
inarching after him, crofied the ftreights, and too re uge 
in the court of Trafimund king of the "Vandals m rica, 
who, either commiferatlng his condition, or tnm ’ 
high time to give a check to the overgrown power ot the 
Ollrogoths, received him in a friendly manner, ihoug € 

t Procop. Bell. Goth, lib* i* cap. i%* 



and CU^tds 
khdg 

Franh^ 


He is guar* 
dian to 
Amalaric 
kinfi of thg 
Fijigotksi 


•whomiti 

reJlori^t9 
the thrMtu 


had 





Braces 

UfMe- 


Sitttetwni 
ikt phi* 
jhfiphtr 


. of tU 

bail rnatried the fifter of Thcodoricr After he Iiad conti* 
0d«d fome tipie in Africa, he pafled fi*om thence privately 
i|rtd Gaul ; where, having gained over fome of the leading 
tttei? among the Vifigoths, ne difed^i^^red himfclf, and be- 
if>g Supplied with money by Thrafimund, levied an army, 
and re-entered Spain \ but being vanquilbed in battle by 
Hibba, about twxJvie miles from Barcelona, he efcaped into 
Gaul, and there died of grief, four years after he had been 
'declared king. 

The king of the Oftrogoths, havir\g fettled the affairs of 
bis grandfon in Spain, turned his arms againft the Ale- 
mans; but alj we know of this war is, that he obliged 
them to fubmit to ^n annual tribute and fubduod the in- 
habitants d'f Suetia ; for in one of his letters he ai":quaiftts 
them, that he had appointed Fridelad to be their governor, 
and ftri£^^Iy enjoined him to reftrain thefts and robberies, 
which were very frequent at that time. 

Hitherto Tbeodoric had governed with fuch prudence, 
equity, and moderation, that h 5 deferved to be propofed as 
a pattern to all princes; but fome think that thef^, and his 
other eminent virtues, were fullied by bis putting the cele- 
brated Boetius, and bis father-in-law Symmachus to desj^h. 
Boctfus was a patrician, had been at leaft twice conful, and 
was defeended from one of the moft ancient and illuftrious 
families of P^ome ; for fome derive bis pedigree from the 
celebrated Manlius Torqualus. His family had been en- 
iSi&bied in latter times by his great-grandfather Anicius, and 
by feveral perfons who bad difeharged, with great reputa- 
tion, the firft employments both civil and military. We arc 
told, that flrangers came to Rome from diftant countries, 
to behold the fplendor and magnificence of the Anician f^r- 
xnlly, -which had engrofied; if Zofimus is to be credited, 
jtlmoft the- whole wealth of Rome * : but Boetius was ftili 
more remarkable for his morals and learning, than for the 
fplendor and antiquity of his family. In his younger years 
bdrefided ct Athens, where the Itudy of philofophy had 
been rcRored, and fpent in thafSi^iverfity near eighteen 
years. He eicarnmed, wdth great application, the grounds 
of the different fefls anej opinions ; and, to all the reft, 
jiCUlferred the fe6l of the Peripatetics, to which he entirely 
(felted himfelf- Till his time the name of Ariftotle, the 
founder of th^t fe£l:, was fcarcc known to the Latins ; but 
fbe #0rks of that great philofopher being tranllated by him, 
^04 jBiiftrated witb^le|rned comments in the Latin tongue, 
tbe fei^fitetic phitofejiby began to be, and has been ever 

^ Agatb. p. 30*. * Zaf. p. hs* 
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Cnee, in great eaimation. Befides Arlftotle, Boetlus tranf. 
kted into the LatinP tongue feveral othet Greek writers, 

K j aftronomer, ^icomachus, 

Buclid, Plato, and Arfltjoiedes. He not only excelled all 
his contemporaries in profant learping, but likewife in the 
kitowlegcof the holy Scriptures 5 and was, according to 
Caffiodore ”, the greateft divine, as well js the greateft phi- 
lofopher of his time. The bpok he wiote of the Trinftv 
agamft Neftorius and Eutyches, fufficiently fliews how well 
he was verfed in the fjeriptures. With regard to bis mo- 
rals, he IS highly commended by all the writers of thofc 
times. He was impartial in the adminiftratipn of juftice, 
and employed the great power he had at court in protect- 
ing* the i^noceriti relieving the needy, and pro(?uring the 
redrefs of fuch grievances, as gave juft occafion of com- 
plaint. 

His efpoufing, a^rainft the great men at court, caafe 
of thofe who were unjuftly accuied or opprclTed, opined 
him many enemies, v/ho at length efteCled his ruin, Ijy fub- 
orniiig tht^c infamous men to accufc hiiA of high treafon. 
Thefe were Bafilius, Opilio, and Gurlentius, of whom the 
forj^er had been, for bis rniidemeaiior, difmifled the king's 
fervice, and the other two, fbr their crimes, condemned to 
banifliment. 'I'hey accufed Boetius of attempting to raife 
the power of the fenate above that of the king, and pre- 
venting an informer from bringing an impeachment of trea- 
foil againft the fenators. Tlieodoric, though well acquainted 
with the infamous charaClers of the accufers, yet upon their 
depofition ordered, without farther enquiry, the perfon, of 
whom he had hitherto entertained the higheft opinion, to 
he put under arreft ; and foon after confifeated, his eftatc, 
and baniflicd him to Pavia, where he wrote his celebrated 
book De Confolatione. Symmachus, f.ither-in-law to Boc- 
tius, a man of extraordinary parts and learning, and who 
had, with ap unblemifhed charaCler, difeharged the firft 
employments, was likewife banilhed to Pavia, privy to 
the fuppofed treafon of^Setius. They had not been long 
there, when, to the great furprize of tiio world, an order 
came from Ravenna for their execution, their enemies at 
court having perfnaded the king, who was advanced in 
years, and grown jealous of his power, that he would never 
he fafe while they were alive. They were accordingly be- 
headed in Pavia. The cruel and unjuft fentence wasfearce 
put in execution, when Theodoric, refleCling on his rafh 
conduit in an affair that required thl utmoft circumfpec- 
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tion, \rasafFc£i:ed with fuich forrow, that'^is grief equalled 
if not cxceodedf the injuttice of the '^fcntencc* Not long 
after, the head of a large fifli being ferved up while he was 
at Aipper, the injuftice of the ffericjnce he had la^tcly pro^ 
nounced occurring to hir mind, be fancied the head of the 
fifti CO be the, head of Symmachus, threatening him irfa 
ghaftly manner. Being feized with horror and trepidation, 
he was carried froni the taWe to his bed-chamber, where 
he died a few days after of grief, this being the firft and 
lad wrong any of his fubjc£ls had ever received at hiy 
hands ", ^ 


Htf oF FU His death ^lappened o^.i the fecond of September, in the 
\ •« 74 * . year 526,^ the thir/y-fourth of his reign, and fevcHly-fccond 
JK.p. 5 z6. three daughters by Audeflcda,i the filflcr 

'^diis: Clovis, namely, Ortrogotha, Theodogotha, and Amala- 

v„ ‘ funtha. e Oilrogotha was married to Sigifmund, king of the 
^ Bis ijut» Burgundians, by whom /he had Sigeric, who, after his mo- 
^ ther’s deceafe, was put to death by his father Sigifniuncl, in 
the year 522, as yve have relafed in the hifhory of the Bur- 
gundians. Theodogotha was married to Alaric'fl. king of 
the Vifigoths, who, in 507, was killed in the battle of 
Vougle, as we have related in their hidory ; but he laft a 
fon behind him by Theodogotha, called Amalaric, w^hofe 
dominions Theodoric governed to the day of his death, as 
guardian to the young prince hi§ grandfon. Amalafuntha, 
^|thc younged of the three princelles, was married in 515, 
w tii Eutharic Cillica ®. Eutharic W'as the fon of Viteric, and 
grandfon of Beremund, defeended from the family of the 
Amali, who leaving Scythia, as we find in Jornandes, came 
into Gaul ; and being honourably entertained by Vallia, 
king of the Vifigoths, he fettled there. His grandfon Eu- 
tharic, from Gaul, removed into Spain, where he became 
well known to the officers of Theodoric, who governed that 
kingdom during the minority of Amalaric. Theodoric, 
hearing him much commended, exprefled a great defire to 
fee him ; which fatisfa6:ion he no fooncr had, than being 
ftruck with his ei^gaging bebavioti\ and extraordinary qua- 
lifications, be refolved to give him in marriage his daughter 
Amalafuntha, efpecially«as he w^as of Theodoric's own fa- 
mily, and confequently by his birth not unworthy of fuch a 
m^tch. • The nuptials were accordingly celebrated with the 
Utmoft magitificencc, and two years after he was raifed to 
the':l!01ifulffiip by his father-in-law ; on wffiich occafion the 
emperor Anaftafiul^efcnted him with the tunica palmata, 
ana adopted him for his fon $ an honour which the late 
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emperors ufcd to confer on pcrfons of diftlnguiflieJ merit. 
Eutharic went to Rotne, to enter ufon hiai office, and was 
received by the fenatc and people with the greateft demon- 
ftrations of joy, every ^.fnk and degree of people in that 
great metropolis endeavouring to«outdo each other in ho- 
injuring a prince whom they expe(ffed to fee in a (hort time 
on the throne. On the other hand, Eutharic made it lys 
chief ftudy to oblige both th^fenate arTd people, difeharg- 
ing ins office with great attention, and diverting the city 
with magnificent fliewg, having for that purpofe procured 
out of Africa fuch wild bcafts had never before been 
fern at Rome. From Rome Euthartc returned 4o his father- 



in-law at Ravenna, where, by his gcncrofj^y, condefeenfion, 
and*oJt)lIging behaviour, he gained the afftQions both of 
the Romans and Goths. 

Every one expected to find in Eutharic a fecond Theodo- 
ric ; but, to the great grief of all tly^ nation, Eutharic died 
before his father-in-law, leaving behind, him a fon, named 
Athalaric, ten years old ; lo that Thet^doric had at his 
death two ^rrandfons, the children of two of his daughters, 
namely, Amalaric, king of the Vifigoths, and Athalaric, 
the ion of Amalafuntha. To the former Theodoric, ajhis 
death, delivered up all the countries in Gaul and Spain be- 
longing to the Vifigoths, which he had governed with the 
fame authority as his own, fiver fince the death of Alaric II. 

The latter, though the fon of the younger daughter, he ap- He<fechret 
pointed to fuccced him in the kingdom of Italy, and in all 
his other dominions. Theodoric, fays Jornandes, being 
advanced in years, aiid near liis end, affembled the chief 
men among the Goths, and in their prefence declared A- 
thalaric, the fon of Eutharic by his daughter Amalafuntha, 
his fucceflbr, commanding them to obey him as fuch, to 
refpedf the fenate and people of Rome, and, above all, to 
cultivate the friendfhip of the emperor of the Eaft p. 

Theodoric was no fooner dead, than Amalafuntha, mind- Amalafun* 
ful of his lall advice, wrote in the young prince's name, 
both to Juftin then emp^ry, and to the ^oman fenate, ac- 
quainting them with his acceffion to the throne. In the gpjp^ror 
letter to the emperor, the young prince, after telling bmi a-'id jeopU 
that his grandfather had, before his death, appointed him cf Kme. 
bis heir and fucceflbr, goes on thus : You formerly ho- 

noured in your nuguftcity my grandfather with the dignity 
of conful ; you fent into Italy to my father the tunica pal- 
inata, and to attach him the more to your perfon, you 
adopted him for your fon, though he was alrnoil of the 


p Joim deReb. Get, p. m-j. 


fame 




fypfic agi^ivfel! jrourfcif. The name of fon will fqit me bef* 
ter than it ^ him* I (hall acknowl^gc fo great a favour 
vby caufing name fo be no lefs refpeaed, and your au- 
thority to be no lefs obeyed, in my dominions, than they 
are in your own. With this <viewl have difpatched am- 
l>afradors, hoping you will honour me with your friendfliip, 
iipon the fame conditions upon which your glorious aneef* 
tors granted theirs^o my grajidfather From this letter 
it is manifeft, that the kings of the Oftrogoths acknowlcged 
m the emperoi's of the haft a fuperiority of rank, but not 
of jurifdiaion ; and confequenily tfiat Zeno, when he fcjit 
Theodoric to drive Odoj^ter out of Italy, renounced in his 
behalf whatever claim the empire pf the Eaft had to that 
country. • At the fame time Amalafuntha difpatcfi^^d envoys 
to Rome with letters from the young prince, both to the 
fenate and people, acquainting them, that his grandfather 
was dead ; that cn his death-bed he had declared him his? 
beir and fucceflbr ; and*chat he had been acknowlcged both 
by the Goths and Romans, that is, the Italians, who had 
fworn obedience lo him. He defires them to follow the ex- 
ample of his other fubjeds, faying, that he had fent count 
Sigilmer, and others, to receive their oath of allegiance, 
aiid*at the fame time to bind himfclf by the like tie to main- 
tain facred and inviolable all the rights, privileges, and im- 
munities which had bcen^ granted them by his grandfather. 
He doles lus letter to tbe«fenate^ by encouraging them to 
aik boldly whatever they thought might contribute to the 
fafety apd fplcndor of their illuftrious and venerable body. 
In his letter to the people, he prpmifes to cherifh the Goths 
and Romans alike, and to maintain them equally in the 
pofleflion of their rights and privileges, making no other 
dtflindlion, than that the Goths (hould undergo the toils 
and dangers of war, while the Romans enjoyed profound 
peace within the walls of their own city. In the end of 
his letter, he informs them, that by the mutual oaths of the 
prince and people, the memory of Trajan’s excellent go- 
Ternment was renewed, who, at his entering upon the con- 
fulfhip, fwore and received the oaths of the fenate 

and people ^ 

, Such was the beginnmg of the reign of Athalarlc, or ra- 

ther of Amalafuntha. She retained the fame form of go- 
vernment, the fame laws, the fame, magiftrates, and the 
difpofition of provinces, not fuffering the leaR altera- 
J^ion to be made during the minority of her fon, and govern- 
with fuch prudence, that Theodoric was fcarce milTed, 
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either by the Goths or Romans. Her chief care \v:is to 
bring up her fon afttar the Roman manner, .and to have him, 
from his tender years, inftruded by'the ableft men of thole 
times in religion, virtue and learning. She was her/cif 
well verfed in all the bi^incht?s of literature, and confequent- 
lya great encourager of learned men ; as appears from tbe 
letters ftie wrote to the fenate in the king’s name, expoftu- 
lating with them for negle6ling to pay %he public profcfl^rs 
their falaries in proper time, and commanding them to be 
difeharged punctually for the future. 

Anialafuntha was ib lar from invading the righfs and pro> 
pcrtics of her fubjeCls, that, on*ijic contrary^ fhe rcflorcd 
to the children of T^oetius and Symm.ichus the eilates, wliich 
hadiheen^connfeated in the preceding reign. She^ook great 
care to fecure the Romans again (t tire avarice and rapacinuf- 
nefs of the great men among the Goths, beholding 

Italy as a conquered country, were for enriching themfelvcs 
at the expence of the natives. 'i*o her nephew Amalaric 
flic refigned that part of G^aiI which, with refpedt to Ita- 
ly, lay beyond the Pvhoiie \ but ret«iin£d what lay on the 
other fide of that river. To the \Mi1goths flie remitted the 
impofitions, which had been impoied by Theodoric, and 
rcitored the treafure of the kings of the Vifigoths, wlTich, 
by her father’s order, had been conveyed from CarcalTone 
to Ravenna In tbe mean time Juflin having taken his 
nephew Jultiiiian for his partr^er in the empire, Amala- 
funtha no fooncr heard of his promotion than fhe, congra- 
tulated the new emperor upon his acceflion to the imperial 
dignity, and entreated a continuance of that friendfliip 
and alliance, which had long fubfifted between the two na- 
tions h What fhe defircd was readily granted, as is mani- 
fell from the good uriderflanding that fubfifted between the 
two princes as long as Athalaric lived, and from the coins 
ftamped at this time by the king of the Ollrogoths, on one 
fide of which is to be feen the image of Juftinian, and on 
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While Amalafuntha thurgoverned with the greateft juf- 
tlce, equity, and prudtnce, the great %en among th^e 
Goths, difdaining that their young prince fhoukl be biought 
up after the Roman manner, began to exclaim againll 
learning, as an enemy to valour, and altogether unbecom- 
ing the king and leader of an ablivc and warlike natioii. 

The priheefs difregarded thefe groundlefs complaints ; but 
having one day chaftifed her fon, and he happening to go. 
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with the tears yet in his eyes, into a room, where fome 
Gothic lords we/c aflcinbled, they toddc from thence occa- 
fion to complain more loudly of the queen (fo flie is called 
by fnoil writers), as if flie delignedtto remove her fon, and 
reign in her own right : |hey exclaimed, with more violence 
than ever, againlt the learned education of the yoiifig 
prince; alleged the^ example of his grandfather, who, thongh 
ufterly ignorant of« letters, ijras a warlike and vi(Si:orious 
prince ; and concluded, that his grancifon muft be brouglit 
up in the fame’" manner, if he wiflY-^1 to be attended with 
the fame fortune. They therefore defi red Amalafuntha to 
difmifs the jjedants hereon had about him, and give him 
fuch companions of his own age, as might, by /.heir coii- 
verfationj maka-ttie cuiloms of his nation faniilicjjr to h-im, 
and incline him to govern according to their own laws. 
T his meaG-ire they demanded with fo much warmth and 
importunity, that, apprehending greater evils, flic com- 
plied with their requeft. And now the youth, free from 
redraint, and feduced by wic^ced companions, abandt^ned 
himfclf to all mahner of lewdnefs and debanchcr'y. To ids 
other vices he added ingratitude to the befl of mothers, 
whom he unnaturally abandoned to a faction, whicli|had 
the* arrogance to command her to retire from court; ime 
the queen, exerting ^her authority, arrefted three of the 
ringleaders of the party, and confined them to the molt 
remote parts of Italy. Thefe, maintaining a private cor- 
refpondence with their friends and relations, never ceafeil, 
by their means, to excite the people againfl her ; infomuch 
that Amalafuntha, apprehending the fatflion might in the 
end prevail, wrote to the emperor jiifliriian, begging leave 
to take refuge in his dominions. 1 be emperor complied 
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with her requeft, offering her a noble palace at Epldamnu^^y 
now Durazzo, for Hfer habitation ; but the princefs having 
in the mean time caufed the three ringleaders of the fac- 
tion, whom fhe had baniflied, to be put to death, and no 
new difturbances arifing upon that execution, Ihe did not 
accept or the emperor’s offer but remained at Ravenna, 
governing the #5omiiiions of her^ fon with her ufual pru- 


dence and equity. 

She defgns Jn the mean time Atlialaric having, by his debaucheries, 
to deliver riotous life, contradled a lingering diftemper, Amala- 

^ufitnlan, ^tmtha, apprehending that, upon his tleath, ftie would be 
in great danger, moft of the chief men among the Goths 
being highly incenfed againft her, refolvcd to fave hcrfelb 
by delivering Italy into the hands of the emperor ; and ac- 
cordingly began to treat with his ambaffadors about the 
manner of putting her defign in execution ; but her 
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fures were defeated by the untimely death of her fon, winch 
happened in the eigiith year of his reign, and threw hci 
into new difficulties. Her defign fol giving upltaly to Juf- 
tinian was not yet ripe for execution ; on the other hand, 
fhc was well apprifed,*that die Goths would not fuller her 
tewreign after the death of her fon* but would choofe a new 
king in bis room. Having therefore long deliberated with 
hcrfclf how ffic ffiould aO: at fo critical^ conjundure, ffie 
refolved in the end to give tliem a fovereign, hoping that 
the perfon, fo advanced by her favour, wou^d be contented 
with the title, and, o8t of gratitude, fuftcr her to enjoy 
the fupreme power without contrTil. 

With this view, ffic caft her eyes on Theoefotus hcrcou- 
fjn^the Ion of Amalafrida, fifler to kinp^ 3 bcock)ric, and 
confequently defeended from the illuftrious family of the 
Amali. He was a man of great learning, as i^ears from 
the letter which Amalafuntha wrote to thefenate, acquaint- 
ing them with his ncceffion to th5 throne, well Ikilled in 
the do£lrine of Platp, thorcMtghly verfed in theology, and 
a perfetSf ^iiafter of the Latin tongue ;*but totally unac- 
quainted both with civil and military matters, timorous, in- 
dolent, covetous to the greatefl degree, deftitute of all ho- 
iiouT and probity, and capable of committing the vileft ac- 
tions, when ftimulated by his own paffions, or by tbofe of 
others. He bad lived hitherto in I'ufcany, where he had 
large pofleffions ; but not fatisfied with them, be had not 
only encroached upon his neighbours, but feized on fome 
lands belonging to the crown. Thefe Amalafuntha had 
obliged him to reflore, and likewife reftrained him, by her 
authority, from injuring his neighbours; an interpofition 
which had rendered him her implacable enemy ; infomucli 
that he privately agreed with the ambafladors, who had 
been fent from Conftantinople to the biffiop of Rome, to 
betray Tufeany to the emperor, upon bis paying a certain 
fum, and raifing him to the dignity of fenator. However, 
Amalafuntha, imagining, that fo fignal a favour, as her 
advancing him to the throve, would reconcile fiim to her 
intcreft, offered to takef him for her colte^gue, on condi- 
tion he fuffered her to enjoy and exercife her former power. 
This condition Theodotus promifed upon oath to fulfil, 
smd was thereupon declared by the queen her colleague 
The letters, that were written oh this occafion to the Ro- 
*tian fenate by the queen, in commendation of Fheodotus, 
and by Theodotus, in praife of the queen, are extant in 
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Caffiodore y. He acknowleges himfelf entirely Indebted m 
her for his newdignitjl*; . and extolling her kindnefs, adds, 
that he is at a lofs bow to make a fuitablc return for fuch 
a high and undefcrved favour. ^ 

But the unhappy priin*jefs was foon fenfible of her niif- 
take in afTuming for her colleague a perfoii, who had befrt 
fqrmerly her deckircd enemy, and was deflitute, as fl)c 
mull: have known, bf honourand probity : for he bad fcarce 
mounted the tfirone, wdien, unmindful of the promifes he 
had made, and folemnly confipmcc/ with an oath, be fuf- 
fered himfelf to be wholly governed by the frieinls and re- 
lations of thofe who had been put to death by the princefs 
She h con^ for their crimes ;,and, hccaule fhc took the liberty to rc- 
Jinedby hlm mind him of hi!> engagements, he enured her to bo coir^oy- 
toanifland from Ravcnna into Tufeany, and confined her to an 
^^^Bolfsna'^ ifland iif th^e middle of the lake of Bolfena. As he had 
rcafon to believe, that emperor, who liad a great value 
and regard for Amalafuntha, would refent this treatment, 
he obliged her to^ write to him, that no injury or injudice 
had been done her. 'iMiis letter he fent to Conftantinc-ple, 
with one which he wrote himfelf, filled wdth heavy vom- 
playits againfl Amalafuntha. The empefor was fo far from 
giving to what Theodotus urged againil lier, th.Jt 

he openly efpoufed her caufe, and wrote a rnofl affc61io:iat‘ 
letter, comforting her in her dfUrefs, and afibring her of 
Yr. of Fb his prote£lion ; but before** the letter reached her, the un- 
2^81. happy princefs was, with the confent, if not by the order, 
of Tiicodotus, barbaroufly ftrangled in the hath by tin 
friends of thofe, whom, in the reign of her fon, flic h;ui 
deferveuly punifned for raifiiig dilturhanccs in the Itate. 
Some writers tell us, that the unhappy queen was difpatch- 
ed by TJ^heodotus at<^he inftigation of the emprefs 'J’hco- 
dora, who, jealous of the love the emperor fhewed licr? 
began to apprehend he one day forfake her for thu 

queen of the Goths Be that as it may, Juftinian enraged 
againfl: Theodotus for the mui;der of a perfon for whom he 
had the greatef^ efteem ancj veneration, and being at the 
fame time defirftus of reuniting Italy to the empire, refolv- 
ed to make war upon tbe Goths, his troops being jufi: then 
returned from Africa, which they had reduced by expclHui; 
the Vandals. * 

Juflinian, to facilitate the enterprize, ufed his utmofl cm- 
<kavours to induce the Franks to join him, acquainting 
tlietn with the motives that had urged him to undertake 
^that war. The Goths (fays he in the letter which he 
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wrote to tlicir princes) ” have not only felzed on Italy, 
which belongs to us,* but without tke Icall; provocation, of- 
fered iisfuch ininlts as we Ccumot iiTlionour receive. 'Fliis 
is what induces us tq talfc arms againft them ; and it Isjaiit 
jiifl that youdiould lend iiif what^iilid-ancc you can againd 
agnation that bears as great an enmity to yt^u as to us, the 
niorc as we are both of the fame perfuaftpn, and equally ab- 
hor the dotEIrine of Arius, wjjich ihey-profefs To flte 
letter the emperor added, fays Procopius, a large fum, pro- 
mifing to the princes yf the Pranks, crpecialJy to rbeode- 
h.err, a confiderahle fubfidy, to be paid as foo]i as they 
{liould begin hollilities. The Friwiks receive^ the money, 
and, ciitfiritig into an alliance with the emperor, engaged 
10 ftirdl !iim to the utmoll of their power*; hut •inilcad of The tre^m 
performing their prorniie, v/hile Jultinian’s arms were em- ^heryof 
ployed againft the Goths, Theodebert, who \^'as deemed 
the head of the royal family of the Franks, being the fonof 
'j’heodoric, or Thierri, the eldeil foil of Clovis, feized on 
fcveral cities in Liguria, oft the Alpes Cottiae, and great 
part of the province of Venice, for himlelf. Of this trea- 
chc:y Juflinian afterwards complained by his arnbafl’ador 
Leontius CO Theodebald, the fon aiul fucceffor of I’licode- 
bejt ^ : but to leave that treacherous nation, and retufn to 
lidiinian. Having refolved to make war upon the Goths, 
and drive them, if podibK;, out of Italy, he named Mun- 
dus and Belifarius for his generals. Muiidiis, then com- 
mander of the troops in lllyrieum, was ordered to march 
into Dalmatia, wliich M’^as fubjecl to the Goths, and at- 
tempt the reduction of Salonse, in order to open a pafTage 
into Italy. Belifarius was to make a defeent upon Sicily; 
for which purpofe a fleet v/as equipped, on boartl of which 
wore four thoufand legionaries* thr^C choufand Ifaurians, 
three hundred Mauritanians, and tvvo hundred Hunns. 

Belifarius was vefted lupremc command, and 

with abfolute authority. His inftrudiions w'ere to pn tend 
a voyage to Carthage, but to make an attempt ujjoii Sicily ; 
and if he thought he coiilrTfucceed in the attempt, xo land 
there : otherwife, to fail dircaiy for Africa, without dif- 
covering his intentions. Muudys without, difliculty le- of p], 
duced Salonaj ; and Belifarius, landing without oppofition 
in Sicily, fiibdued that illand with more expedition than he A. 1>. 535^ 
himfelf expeded. Paleimo held out for forne time, the 
Goths, who depcruled upon theftrength of the place, which 
Was deemed impregnable by land, defending it with ^teat ^^jyarjMS^ 
rtfolution ; but Belifarius attacking it by fea, the garrifon 

^ Procop. Anecdot. 71. lih. » cap. 5. ^ Idem, lib. iv, cap. 14* 
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was forced to furrender j fo that Belifarius entered the city 
on the lafl af De5:embe^ of the year 535. Being now maf- 
ter of Sicily, he paffea over to Reggio, which opened its 
gates to him. From Reggio he puifli'ijed his march to Rome, 
the provinces of Abrutiiicn, Lucania, Puglia, Calabria, and 
Samnium, immediately fubmitting to him. The city *of 
Naples endured a ^iege ; but Bclifarius’s troops having en- 
tered it through aiVaquedutl:^ it was in the end taken and 
plundered^. , 

Theoclotus, who was an entire flr?nger to military afl'airs, 
and had a great averfiontp war, alarmed at the unexpected 
fuccefs of the emperoi^s arms, began fecrctly to treat of 
peace w'ith an arrvbafTador fent by the emperor for that pur- 
^■heodotus pofe. Iri a pri'B'ate conference the king agreed tor-renoiSnce 
Verm^^for pretenliqns to the ifland of Sicily ; to fend the emperor 
an accom^ ^ C'*iwn of gold weighing three hundred pounds ; to 

modatiotj. fupply him with threq thoufand men when required ; to 
‘ put no fenator or ecclefiaftic to death, or confifeate their 
ellates, without t^he emperor’s confent, nor to advance any 
to the dignity of fenator or patrician, but petifion him to 
confer fuch honours on tbofe who deferved them. In all 
proclamations Juftinian’s name was to be firll mentioned. 
Whenever a flatue was ereCfed to Theodoras, another 
to be raifed to the emperor, and placed on the right-hand. 
No coin was to be (lamped wdt'h the image of Theodotus 
alone, but that alfo of juftinian, which was always to hold 
the mofl honourable place. Thefe propofals, which evi- 
dently betrayed the meannefs of his fpirit, w^ere fent by 
Theodotus to Conftantinople ; but apprehending the empe- 
ror, not fatisfied with them, might purfue the war, he dif-^ 
patched an exprefs to the ambaffador, now as far on bis 
journey as Albania, recalling him for farther orders and in- 
fie offers to ftruClions. Thefe imported that he would refign the king-^ 
reffgn the ^om to Juftinian, and content himfelf with a penfion fuit- 
quality; but he obliged both the emperor’s ain- 
’ baflador,cand Agapetus bifliop^of Rome, whom he fent on 

his own behalf, bind themfclve^ by a folcmn oath not to 
mention this pi^pofal till they found the emperor would 
not accept of the former. The emperor rejected, as was 
expected, the firft propofals with indignation 5 whereupon 
the ambafladors (hewed him the fecond (igned by the king, 
who, in hi« letter to the emperor, told him, among other 
things, that being unacquainted with war, and engaged in 
the (tudy of philofophy, he preferred his quiet to a king- 
dom. Juftinian, tranlported with joy, and imagining the 

wai* 
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already ended, anfwered the king in tliekindefl terms, 
extolling his wifdon^ and adding to what he demanded the 
grea cil honours of the empire. Tl'|: agrcemeift being con- 
lirmed by mutual oaths^ lands were aftigned to 'I'hcodotus 
out of the emperor’s dftniaii>, and orders difpatched to Be- 
liiarius to take poficlhon of Italy ii^ his name. 

In the mean time a body of Cloths etiteVing Dalmatia 
with a defign tp recover Saloiiic, IMundy*s font his fon, with 
afmall party, to obfeivc tlieii^ motions ; but the youth un- 
advifedly engaging a detachment from theirrarmy far fupe- 
rior in number to his 8’vn, was flaln, and moll of his men 
cut in pieces. io revenge the death of liis fon, Mundus 
marched againft the enemy with all the forfes u; der his 
coivinaiur, engaged* them, and putthen^tp flight; hut his 
men falling into confufion in the purfuit, the Goths rally- 7/;eRo- 
ine renewed the light, killed JVIundus him^lf, and, in mans de. 
th'ar turn, put the liom.ms to Upon tliiTiltfc.u the 

Fiomans, abandonini; Saioi.x and.-jil Dalmatia, retuined 
horns which retreat Theodptus no looner underftood than, nwrtdby 
dated witti fo fmall an advantage, he refufed, with great i/ieCelhi. 
iianghtlnefs, to comply with the artidcs of the treaty which 
Ik: had lately figned; and bciaufe the laic emperor’s ara- 
halltHlor, a matt of great addiels and experience, txjioffu- 
laicdwith him for his breath of faith, he replied, that it 
was not an unufu.d thing Ip put even amhafladors to death, 
wdien they tiid not flicw that refped w'hich is due tocrowU" 
cd heads. Peter aufwcrcd, that it w-as his duty to execute 
his maaer’s orders ; and that he xvould utter what he had 
been enjoined to fay, whether pleafing or difpleafing. iheo- 
dotus placed a ftrid guard over the ambaflador, at which 
infult Jultinian being highly provoked, difpatched tonltan- 
tianus, an oiTieer of great valour and experience, into llly- 
ricura, with orders to raife forces in that province, and en- 


ter Dalmatia. « • r 

At the fame time he wrote to Belifarms, commanding 
him to purfue the war with the utmolf vigour. Coitantia- 
nus, having, purfuant to his orders, railed an larmy with 

great expedition in Illy* icum, entered D.^atia,ma o tm 

felf maftcr of Salome, and obliged the (Joths, with ihw 
general Grypus, to abandon that jtrovinec- e 1 
drew near to Rome, having reduced a 1 ‘be provinces that 
compofe the prefent kingdom ot Naples. « ^ 

among the Goths, finding their king 

the impending ruin of their nation, aflemblec vi o 

confent ; and, not defpairing of being able to conclude a 
peace with BeJil>rius, difp.itched u ®* 

prefenting the injuftice of the war, the juft c aim y 
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to Italy, and the moderation and equity with which (hcty 
had hitherto^ go\;erned r.hat country. *As the ambaflhdors 
laid great ftrel's on Thtodoric's talcing Italy, not from the 
Ropiarts, but from the Barbarians, ^to whom it w'lis become 
a prey, and on their king^ bcirfg encouraged to that enier- 
prize by the eipperor hiinfclf, Bclilarius, difliking the cofi- 
ditions they ofFeic^l, nnfwercd inorofcly, that Theodoiic 
hall been fent indeod by ZeiK? to refeue Italy out of the 
hands of the Barbarians, but not to keep it for himKlf, 
fince it was the* fame thing to the eptpcror, fo long as it 
w’as not rcRored to the cmj^ire, wdieiher it w’as held by tlic 
Coihr; or the, Heiuli : that whoever detains the goods that 
arc not his own, a^ainfl: the vi ill of the owner, js no lefs 
guilty tha^i he who takes them by force. He c^iicliided, 
that he would llilen to no terms, nor fhcath his fwoid, till 
Italy was \^i reunited to the empire to which it belonged 
'rhe ooths, finding BcliTarius unalterably determined 
upon driving them out of Italy, and, on the other hand, 
amazed at the cowardice and llupidity of their prince, who 
made no w^arlike ‘preparations, as if he either i»*itcndcd to 
betray Italy to the emperor, or, defpairing of fuccefs, had 
laid afidc all thoughtvS of defending it, aflcmbled at Picgf:ta, 
a pbee about thirty-five miles from Rome and, having 
*rhcoMus ■with one confent depofed Theodotus, chofe and proclaimed 
(iefojed^ Vitigcs king in his room. Vitiges was not defeended from 
an iliuftrious family among the Golhs j but had diftinguifh'- 
^hiiroQm* himfelf by bis valour in feveral w^ars, efpecially in that 
which Theodoric had u'aged with the Gepidae. Joniaiulcs 
writes, that be had been formerly armour-bearer to Thee* 
doric^. Upon his acceflion to the throne he married Ma- 
tefuenta, the daughter of Amalafuntha, and grand daugh- 
ter of Theodoric, who defpifing him on account of his 
birth, though in every other refpetSl w^orthy of the crown, 
is faid to have maintained a private correfpondence with 
the Piomans, and was even fufpecTcd of attempting to be- 
tray him pito their hands ^ ; for fhe had been averfe to the 
match from the very beginning, and was, in a manner, 
forced by the ki<a‘g to give her confent. 

Theodotus, wbo was^then at Rome, hearing the Goths 
had chofeh a new king, fled from thence towards Ravenna ; 
blit Vitiges difpatchcd Optaris after him, with orders 
. to bring him back dead or alive. Optaris had been ill 
treated by him; therefore, purfuing him with great expe- 
dition, he foon overtook him, and putting him to death, 

<* Procop. lib. i, cap. 7, 8, 9, f Jorn. p. 144. ^ Procop. 

lib. ii. cap. 10. 


brougbl: 



OJlrogoths in Italy. 

brought back his head to the king. Such was the end Vr. of FI. 
of this cowardly, ungrateful, and c|vctoui prigee, after he 
bad reigned about three years HeWt a/on named Then- 537 * 
de[iifclus, whom Viti^ef caufed to be firft imprifoned, ^nd 77~~" 
afterwards murdered. Aud*now^hc new king, having no 
cdiTjpetitor, applied hirnfelf wholly to the, means ol re- 
eilablilhing the adairs of the Goths. He began with writ- 
ing a circular letter, whcreiii be ^rxhofted his coiintrymni 
to exert their ancient courage, and defend, with rheir iifual 
bravery, the countrics^wbieh belo?i;;ed to them by right of 
conqiielt. From tlie place where ho was chofeu he marclicd 
to ilomc ; but not thi7iking hiinUlf itrong Ciiough to de- 
fend that, city againd Belib'irins, v ho ^vas ad\anclng to- 
watcis it# he rcfolved to remove to Ilavt^nua, Vhcre, he 
might with more cafe, reinlerce bis army, malvC the 
neeeffary preparations for t..ki(ig the held, his de- 

parture he obliged the pope, the ii^r.atc, and the people, to 
take an oath of fidelity ; and then, I'.aving four thoufand 
Goths for the defence of the city, he ft out tor Ravenna 
with fcvcK'il fenators, whom he took with him as hoflagcs. 

Being arrived aTTvavenna ]:c allembled the Goths from all 
pa»ts, and having raifed a confderabie army, encamped 
under the walls of that city. 

Tn the mean time Iklifariu \!iaving garrifoned Naples, Cu- 
mae, and other Ibrong placed in C.impania, approached Rome. 

The inhabitants, dreading the tu atment whicli the Neapo- 
litans are faid to have met with, when their city w^as taken 
by afiault, and awed by the rcp>utation of fo renowned a ge- 
neral, refolvcd, notwitbftanding the oath tney had fo lately 
taken, to open their gates to fho emperor’s army. Accord- 
ingly, they difpatchcd Fidelius to invite Bihlarius to take 
poiiciriou of their city, alTuring him, that he fiould meet 
with no oppofitlon. Bdifaiius no fooncr received this in- 
vitation, than he advanced to the gates of the city *, w’hich 
being opened, he entered Rome- on the ninth or tanh of Be > far, us 
December of the year 537^ and taking polTelfio^ of itm t e 
emperor’s name, leunitedit to the empipe, fxty years alter 
it had been taken by bdoaccr, and thirPy-four after it had 
fubmitted to Thcodoric. The Gothic garrilon, finding t ey 
could not make head at the fame'time againlt the emperor s 
army and the citizens, retired by the Porta Flarniina, wni e 
Belifarius entered by the Porta Afinaria. Leudaiis, governor 

of the city, who Raid behind, was font, together with thekeys, 

to the emperor. Belifarius, now maftcr of the city, app let 
fiimfeJf to the repairing of the walls and other lorti ica 


g Vide Baron ad Ann. 534 ? 537* 
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tions, filled the granaries with corn, which he caufed to be 
brought from Sicily, aiid flored the pbee with all manner 
of provilionsi asif 'he^ere preparing againft a fiege ; pre» 
captions which gave great iineafinefs to the inhabitants, who 
cbofe rather- that their city fliould lie ‘open to every invader 
than be liable to the many miferies and calamities attendiiDg 
a hege. Whife Jielifarius was thus employed at Konic, 
Piffzas, governor o/ Samniiim, fubmitting, delivered up 
great part of that country, with the city of Benevento. 
Narnia, Spoletb, andrerufia revolting from the Gotlis, re- 
ceived Homan garrifons, as did moff cities in Tufeany 
In the mean time Vitigd^s did not lay idle at Ravenna ; 
but, having faifed an army of one hundred and hfLy rhou- 
fimd men/- refolv.e<1 to march diieclly to Rome, ai^l eng*i:;c 
Relifarius, or, if he declined engaging, to hefiege the city ; 
but appreh^ding that the Franks, wdio were in confede- 
racy with the emperor, might fall upon him at the fame 
time, with the confent approbation of the great men 
among the Goths, he difpatch®d ambafiadors to their three 
kings, Theodebert, Childebert, and Clotarius, qfFering to 
cede whatever the Ollrogotlis held in GauL, and bchdt's to 
pay them a confiderable funi, provided they would join 
againft the emperor. The Franks, notwithftancling their alli- 
ance with Juftinian, agreed to the propofal, and figned the 
treaty, the articles whereof were immediately executed by 
Vitiges, who paid them the^bm propofed, and ordered Mar- 
tias, who commanded a chofen body of Oftrogoths in Gaul, 
to deliver up to the Franks the cities he held there, and 
return with the forces under his command into Italy. The 
three princes divided equall^^ apiong them both the money 
and the cities ; but when they were to execute on their 
fide the articles of the agreement, they declared, that the 
engagements they had lately entered into w ith Juftinian nqt 
allowing them to make open war upon the Romans, they 
could not, by any meams, fend anarmyof Franksto the aftift- 
ance of the Ofhogoths; but they would caufe a body of 
troops, raited in the countries '^hicli they had fubdued, to 
join them. Acc^dlngly they fent^ not immediately, but 
the following ^year, ten tlioufand Rurgundians, fubdued by 
them a few years beforej wdio, upon their enteiing Italy, 
declared, purfuant to their private inftrudlions, that they 
came as volunteers, without even alking leave of the kings 
of the Franks, to whom they paid no regard Thus early 
the Franks began to fport with the moft folemn treaties. 

Procop. lib. i. cap. 15. ipiocop. lib. iii* cap. 13. & lib, ii. 
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and elude ttem with quibbles and equivocations, as their 
defcendants are wclT known to do *t this day. 

Vitiges was no fooner joined by Manias, and the tmnnc „ 
returned from Gaul, thiih he began his march to Ronic.^md -Xr, 
puriued It with great expedttion, .not attemptinr to reduce 
ally of the towns on the road which, he kpcwNvere well 
provided and fortified Belil.irius, beijig informed of his 
mrirch, dilpatcned mefldngerg to Cotillantianus inTufi’anv 
and to Befias, the Goth, but of the emperor’s party, in 
Umbria, ordering thejn to join him with all pofilble expe- 
dition with the troops under their command ; for his army 
confilfed only of live thoufand «ien, the ijilt bcimr em 

ployed IB garnfoning the many towns that had fubnX’itted. 

Ai^t.ie feme unit iic wrote ro the emp<?ror, a’bquaintiiifr 
him with the danger he was in, and preHm- him to fend 
into Italy, without lofs of time, the ncceiiary Con- 

ilantirinus joined him, purfnant to his orders, and loon after 
Edias, who, falling in with part of ihe encmy^s vanguard, 
killed a confiderable numbeh and put the reft to flight. Be- 
hfarius ll^d built a fort upon a bridge* about a mile from 
Rome, and plaTetl a ftrong garnfon in it, to difpute the paf- 
fa<te with tT^i^iemy : but the garrifon, feized with a panic 
at the approach of fo numerous an army, abandoned their 
poll in the night, and fled into Campania ; fo that Viiigcs 
early next morning pafl'ec>over great part of his army, and 
rnarched on, without oppofitiofj, till he was met by Bclifa- 
rius, who, knowing nothing ot what had happened, came 
very early, attended by a thouf.ind horle, to view the 
ground near the bridge. He was greatly furprifed, when 
he beheld the enemy advancing in order agaiijfl him. 

However, left he fliouid heighten their courai’c by his flight A Uoath 
or retreat, he flood his ground, and received" the enemy at etuou^gr 
the^head of his fmall body, expofing himfelf, without his 
iifual prudence and diferetion, to the greatefl dangers. 

Had he been killed, Rome mud have fallen ; and therefore 
be is dtfervcdly blamed for thus expofing his Qwn perfon, 
fuice on him the fafety of all depended ; but this perhaps 
is the only occafion, oA which his conduM favoured of rafli- 
nefs and temerity. Being knowij by fonie fugitives, they 
all aimed at him alone ; a circumflance which made his 
own men the more felicitous to defend him : fo that the 
vvhole conted was, for fome time, about his perfon. At 
lad the Goths were driven back to their camp, which the 
Romans attempted to force ; but they met with fuch a vi- 
gorous refidance, that they Ibon abandoned the enierpiize, 
and retired with precipitation to a neighbouring eminence, 
whence they were forced by the enemy, put to flight, and 

purfued 
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purfucd to tbe very gates of the city. Here they were In 
'greater danger than wer; fqr thofe*\vithin, fearing the 
enemy ftioulci, in that ^confufion, enter with them, refuted 
to [idmit them. The general hirrtfelf cried out carnellly, 
telling them who he wai^, and' commanding them to open 
the gates ; bi>^ as they had been informed by thofe who 
ftril iled that he \yas llain, and they could not dillinguiih 
hiTu, his face being*covered xvith blood and dull, they gave 
no attention to v^hat he faid. In this extrentity, having en- 
couraged his men, who were now, driven into a narrow 
compafs, to make a laftedbrt, he put hiinfelf at their head, 
and attacked, the enemy with fuch fuiy, that the Goths, 
imagining frefli troops were hillying out upon th^m, began 
to give grV)und, •and being vigorouily purfued by J^elifartus, 
retired to their camp. Upon their retreat, Belifarius, not 
thinking i^'advifcable to pnrfue them, entered the city, 
where he was received with loud acclamations. 

Rome h- A few days after this fkirmifh, Vitiges, approaching the 
city, invefted it on all hdes ; ^ind, in order to diftrefs the 
fittg€s> g;:irrifon and inhabitants for want of water, ordered the 
aquedu^ls, which had been built by the I\oman emperors 
at an immenfe charge, to be deftroyed. -On the o^hcr 
hand, Belifarius omitted nothing for the defence of the city; 
the ufelefs multitude he fent out ; took care to have thofe 
w^ho remained fupplied with alUnecdlarles ; to prevent tu- 
mults, he Idled a great nurfibcr of artificers, who, tog-"Jther 
with his foldicrs, were to watch night and day on the r.i.n- 
parts ; he placed Moors in the night, with dogs, round the 
ditch, to give the alarm when the enemy approached ; and 
fortified the aqueduefs where they optned into the city. 
The citizens of Pvome, concluding from tbefe circum- 
flances that Belifaiius was rcfolvcd to defend the city to the 
laft extremity, began to afi'cmble in a tumultuous manner, 
andTail at the general as one, who, without the leafl regard 
to the public calamities, was obflinately bent upon defend- 
ing a placq. altogether untenable. Vitiges, being acquainted 
with the difeontent and complaints of the citizens, be, in 
order toheighteHfthem,and drive the inhabitants, if polfible, 
to open rebellion, difpatfhed ambaflaclors to the fenate, af- 
fiirtng them of his favour and prote£lion, and at the fame 
time offering a fafe retreat to Belifarius. 

The fenate and people would have willingly hearkened to 
the king^s propofals; but being awed by the prefence of 
Belifarius, they dared not exprels their real fentiments ; fo 
that the ambafiadors were difmiffed without an anfwer- 
. Hereupon Vitiges refolved to purfue the ficge with the ut- - 
moft vi^ur ; and even in the courfe of it, {hewed himfelf 

an ' 
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nn able commander both in contriving liis miiltnry en- 
gines, and difpolni^ the attacks. Bclinirips made a no Jefs 
vigorous defence, repulfing the eneViiy in thei? repeated atl 
tacks, and falJymg frequently out upon them with fuel, file 
cefs, that, in feyen Months, Vi^ c,.; is faid to have lo(t 
above forty thoui ind men; a lots which prqvoLcd and in- 
cenfed him to fudi a degree, that he capfed the Ronnn fc 
nators to be maflhered whtim, in th. beginning of fhe 
war he had carried to Ravenna. In the mean time a fmall 
but feafonable, fup^y jif hxteen hundred hoTfe anived from 
.he emperor, conf.fting of Hunns. Sclavonian,., and AnUe, 
dweUing beyound the Danube. *As thefe were al! archer- 
on horfej^ack, they did great exccut:.,n ; for we arc told 
that, inrfhree fallies, under the coiidud «f Belifarius and 
their two leaders Martinus and Valerianus, thev killed 
about four tlioiifand Goths. ^ 


The Romans, elated with this fuocefs, were Tor puttin r 
the whole to the ilTue of a genetaf eng.igenicnt. Tbi , ikn 
Belifarius oppofed with all* the aiguments his rcafon md 
long expcfjcnce could fugged; but he Va.s forced, by the 
importunities of the foUiiers and citii.ens, to gratify 
th*m, and V»4Aire a battle. Having, therefore, exhoitcd 
them to reiitrcr fuccefsful, by their valour, that (elienic, 
which he had been forced upon by their temerity, he 
marched out with his fmall army, and fell upon the Corhs 
with fuch refolution, that the* Romans at llrd promil'ed 
themfelvcs certain vitTory ; but being in the end over- rie Ro 
powered with luimbers, they were ohlige.I to betake them- «««/, ' 
lelves to a piecipitate flight. The Romans lod on this OC-. hnn.'tft^r 
cafloii feveral brave oflicers, among ihc relt Principius and 
Tarmutus, of whom the former was hilled In the held of 
battle ; and the latter, being refeutd out of the enemy’s 
hands by bis bioilier Rimes, and carried by his men into 
the city on a target, died two days after of his woiukIk, 

The P^omans, now fatisfied with their own experience, that 
it was not fafe to engage the enemy’s whole ^army, con- 
tented themfelves with Tallying out in fmall parties, in 
which fallies they wert^ generally atlendeg with fuccefs. 

In the mean time Belifarius received advii-e, that a fup- 
ply of money to pay the army was already landed in Italy. 

In order, therefore, to facilitate the roiweynhce of it into 
the city, he marched out at the licad of his army, as if he 
defigned to try the fortune of a fccond battle. The Goths, 
being of that opinion, united into one body, and abandoned 
the place, through which he had appointed the treafure and 
its convoy to pafs j by which means it was brought fafe into 
the city. By this ftratagem one evil was fuccefsfuliy re- 
moved i 
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moved ; but the befieged laboured under others more fatal 
and pernicious, a famine and a pla^de, which made a 
dreadful havbckfn the ^ity; infomueh that the citizens, no 
longer able to bear their calamities^nd misfortunes, would 
havt forced the Roman genera] to venture a fecond battle, 
had he not, with great Confidence, afi'ured them, that (jc 
daily expelled* large fupplies from the emperor; that a 
grifat army was in full march to join them ; that a pow'er- 
ful fleet was already arrived, fuch a fleet as no Roman eye 
had ever bcbcl«l ; for it covered the fliores of Campania 
and the Ionian gulph. To give wdight and authority to 
W'hat he faid, he dlfpatchoJ Procopius the hlftorian to Na- 
ples, with ordtrs to head the troops, wdiich he pretended weic 
already artived ii^ that city : and indeed a considerable fi^yly 
did at length arrive at Naples, at Otranto, and otl^er ports, 
confifting o^l.hrce thoiiland Ifaurians, eight hundred Thra- 
cian horfe^and thirteen hundred horfe of other nations. 
Thefe, in their march through Campania, were joined by 
five hundred men newly raiied.hi that country, and march- 
ing clofe to the«-fhore, arrived at Ofiia ; whence they 
marched to Rome, wdiich they entered by,, the Cllian gate, 
while the enemy's forces were employed agajpjf • Belifarius, 
who had fallied out w-ith the greateftpart ot iti\ garrifoif at 
the Flaminian gate, on the oppofitc fide of the city, to give 
his fupplies an opportunity of e]^itering without lofs or op- 
pofition* 

’The Goths, hearing of the arrival of thefe troops, and 
their numbers being laid to be far greater than they really 
w'erc, began to dcfpair of ever being able to reduce the 
city, efpecially as they laboured under as great hardfliips as 
the beliegcd themfelves, the famine and plague making a 
dreadful havock in their army, which was now greatly re- 
duced. They therefore began to think of abandoning the 
enterprize, and retreating upon the belt terms they could 
obtain. Accordingly, they fent three deputies into the 
city to treat with Belifarius ; but all they could obtain 
was a ceflltion of arms for tlvree months, during which 
time they might vfend ambaflador^ to the emperor, who 
fliould be allowed to return home unmolelted, even after 
the expiration of the trlice. No farther mention is matle 
of the ambafladors ; but as the liege was continued after 
the expiration of the truce, it is plain from thence that 
they did not fucceed in their negotiations at Conflantinople. 

During the truce, Belifarius fent out of Rome as many 
of his forces as he could fpare, under the command of 
John, an officer of great experience, with orders to inter- 
cept the enemy's convoys as foon as the truce fliould be ex- 
pired. 
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plred, and attempt fuch places as they thought they could 
reduce without great^ofs. Thefe, enterings Pic^nuin, which 
fupplied the army before Rome wutli*provifions, ravaged that 
province with fire and«fword ; and approaching Rimini, 
Icilled UHtheiis, uncle* to Vitige^, and made themfelves 
nfafters of that city. Vitiges had, in the intjan time, made Kn 
feveral attempts upon Rome ; but though all his eflbrts, and tak 
the many ftratagems he praOjfed, were? defeated by BtliTa- 
rias, he ftill purfued the fiege wdth great obllinacy, till 
new^s were brought hiiji of the lediKftion of llimini ; wdiich 
alarmed him to fuch a degiec, as that city was but a day’s Vr 
journey from Ravenna, that be nmnediately^broke up the 
Vic^'c, aft(jr it had lailed a year and nine^days, and by day- ^ 
bre«ik reared in good order. Belifarius did not* let dip fo 
favourable an opportunity of annoying the enemy ; but 
falling upon their rear as they were palling ^>< 4 lyidge on y.v 
the Tiber, cut great numbers in pieces, while others, 11 ruck 
with a panic, threw themfelves into the river, and were 

drowned ^ ^ ^ ^ 

From Vitiges marched diiv^'^ily to Rimini, being 

rcfolvcd, atj^dT^nts, to force that important place out of 
thoienemy’k^^ds. Belifarius, not doubting but that was 
his tlcfign, tbolc care to provide the place wiui lupplics of 
every kind, difpatching lldegor and Martinus w’ith rlmu- 
fand horfe, and ordering them to draw the foot out of An- 
cona, and march with them to* Rimini. His orders wore 
executed with fuch expedition, that Viiigcs, on his arrival, 
found the town in a condition to hold out for a long time. 
However, he invefted it on all fides, and began to baticr it r 
with a great number of engines; but being rcpulfcd wmh 
great lofs in feveral attacks, be refolved to reduce it by la- 
mine. Belifarius, in order to make a pow^erful divcrhon, 
fent a llrong detachment, under the condudf of Mniu i as, 
to furprife Milan; which he took without oppofition, and, 7 
in a fliort time, conquered all Liguna, the enemy s 
being employed before Rirmni. Vitiges, hearing that i- 
laii had fallen into the enemy’s hands, difpatched Uraia, 
his filter’s fon, at the head of a ftrong d®tachmeut, to re- 
cover that important place, and tt^c reft of Liguria. raia, 
being joined by the ten thoufand Burgundians, of wdiom we 
have fpoken already, fent by Theodebert, king of the ^ran vS, 
laid clofc fiege to Milan, and in a fhort time reduced it to 

the laft extremity. , _ r : 

While Vitiges was thus bufied in the fiege of Rimmi, 
and Uraia ip that of Milan, Belifarius, leaving a fmall gar- 

k Procop. Bell. GQth. lib. i. cap. 17 — ii. cap. x— :©• 
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nfon In Rome, marched towards the former place, with a 
defign to cut off th<; communicatiou between the Goths be- 
fore Rimini^and thofe fn Auximum, now Ohmo, a ftrong 
town which they poffeffed. On }ils march he made him- 
felf maftcr of Tudera and CluiGum j and at the latter place 
received intelligence, that the celebrated Narlcs was arrivfid 
from Conflantinople in Picenum, with a reinforcement of 
fi^e thoufand Rom^ins, and two thoufand Heruli. They 
WTre all commanded by Narl'es, and, under him, the Ro- 
mans by Juffid, the general of Illyricum, and by Naiils 
the Armenian. The Heruli were headed by three of their 
countrymen, ^Vifigandus, Aloethes, and Phanatheus. Upon 
this intelligence, Beliiarius marched into Picenurn, and the 
two armitfs joined at Firmum, now Fermo, where a cquu- 
cil of war was held, wherein they deliberated, whether it 
was moft ^^ipedicnt for the emperor’s fcrvice to be-lcge 
Auximuin,' or relieve Rimini. If they marched to Rimini, 
Belifirius apprehended*’ that the enemy from Anxinuim 
would harais and lay waile thcucighbouring country, which 
had fubmitted to the Romans. On the other Inyid, it was 
thought unreafonablc to fuller the befiii;gx’'i 'nVperifli for 
want of afnilance. As Narfes had a gi;e;V-.*Cindncrs^ f )r 
John, w'ho was Ciuit up i^ the place, he cjfrneitly prefj’cd 
Belifarius to deliver him from the imminent danger both he 
and the garrifon were in. Relifarius at firft refufed to 
cc>niply wdth his requeft ; but a med'enger feafonably arriv- 
ing with letters from John, wherein he declared, that unlefs 
he was relieved in feven days, he fhould be obliged to fur- 
render, Belifi^ius agreed to march to his relief. Flaving, 
therefore, left a thoufand men at Firmum, under the com- 
mand of Arntius, to awe the garrifon of Auximum, he <11- 
vided his army into three bodies, whereof one was em- 
barked ill a gieat number of veffcls, another marched along 
the fliore under the conducl of Martinas, and the third w >:i 
condudled by Belifarius himfelf, and by Narfes, over the 
mountain^. This divilion of the forces had the defired ef- 
fect ; for Vitiges, feeing a gJbat fleet appear, and at the 
fame time two ;i]’hiies, which, froln the many fires they 
made in the night, he concluded to be very numerous, raifed 
the fiege, and fled in fuch hafte, that the greatcfl: part of 
the baggage was left behind. The coiifufion of the Goths 
was fo great,, that had not the garrifon been rendered ex- 
tremely feeble for want of fuftenance, they might have eafily 
^ent them off in their diforderly retreat, and at once ter- 
xninated the war h 
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After this fucc^fg, jealoufies began to anfe between Bc- 
lifariusand Narfes, which were carried Vo ftich a height 
tliatthe latter, refufing to obey the former, required thaJ 
the army might be diyiTied. that each of tlicm mi-lu cVm--* 
mand a leparate body, and aft i^.dtpendentlv of one an- 
Stber, it being reafonablc that they fliculd^bbth h..vc their 
drarc in the glory of conquering Italy* and reumiing i% u, 
the empire. This demand gave great'uneaijiKd^ to iielifa- 
rius, who apprehending that the fcparatUiir of the arniy 
might prove very prc^judicial to the emperor’s fe.vice, al- 
leged many reafons againdit; birt finding Naneb ohdinate, 
he produced the emperor’s letu^r, wherein* Jidbniau dc- 
claicd, he had not fent bJarlcs iiu(j Italy rn command 
th? arm'^, but to lerve under Belifarius, and, with the reft 
of the oflicers, to oliey and execute his oider\in all thin gs 
relating to his fervice, and the welfare of the ffu>» Narffs, 
laying hold of the lad words of tiie letter, endeavoured to 
prove, that what Belifarius^iropofed was repugnant to the 
good of the flate, and confequently tUu he was not ob- 
liged to oB^rliis orders. 

This aniiJouty*between the two generals caufed fuch a 
div^fion in tjl/wt'^ttmy, that Belifarius having undertaken the 
ficge of Urbinum, fevcral of the chief officers, 

and great part of the forces, encamped at a dillancc from 
him, and before he began to .batter the place, wdthdrew 
with Narfes in the night, and returned to Rimini. How- 
ever, Belifarius, thinking he could reduce the place with- 
out them, prepared for an aflault ; but as he was marching 
up to the walls, the bcfieged, to the great furprize of tin; 
Romans, defircd to capitulate, and, upon promife of in- 
demnity, opened their gates, and fuimiiited. This unex- 
pedl;ed fubmiflion was owing to their want of water ; for 
the only fountain tire Goths had in the city fuddcnly failed, 
which unforefecn accident oLligcil them to accede ro the 
beft terms they could obtain. Narfes, who lay idle at 
Rimini, greatly furprifed aS^thls fudden fuccefs,* and eonf;- 
ilt rlng the redudlion of the place as a rc4]e6lion h:m- 

fclf (for he had been perfuaded by John* that it was im- 
pregnable'), in order to redeem l?i.s icputation, dilp;rtched 
John, with part of the forces that had followed him, ngaiiiit 
the city of Cxfena ; but the g^rrifon making a vigorous 
reGflance, John, retiring from before it in the night, fur- 
prifed Forum Cornel i,i, now Imola, and by degrees reduced 
all .Emilia, the Goths, difpirited with fo many Ioffes, not 
daring to venture an engagement. From Urbinum Belifa- 
fius marched to Urbiventum, at a fmall diftance from 
Rome. As the place was well fortified, and defended by a 
VoL. XV 11. D d 
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numerous garrifon, under the commapd of Albllas, art 
officer of gr^eat *reputation among tbft Goths, Belifarius, 
after fcveral unfuccefsful attacks, turned the fiege into a 
blc^ckade, with a defign to reduce <?t by famine ; which he 
did accordingly, after t|;!e befi^iged ^had for fome time fed 
upon grafs, an 4 ffiins foaked in water. And now the feji- 
fon being far adva;-ii:ed, both Belifarius and Narfes retired 
With their refpeclive corps to^wintei-quarters 

During this time Milan was clofely befieged by the Goths 
and Burgundians. Mundilas, wffio commanded in the 
town, acquainted Belifarius with the deplorable condition 
to which the, city was rcvluced, who ordered Martinus and 
Uliaris to march with a conliderable body to their relief j 
but thefe'two generals, advancing as far as th^ Po^ven- 
camped on the banks of that river, and, though earnellly 
folicite(^\yXheir dillrefl'ed friends to ha (ten to their affift- 
ance, continued there, excufing themfelvcs to Belifarius, 
and pretending that the Goths and Burgundians in Liguria 
being too ftrong for them, thty could not proceed farther, 
till they were joined by moie forces. Upon receipt of 
this letter, Belifarius ordered John and fto join them 
with all expedition ; an order wdiich they.,iV»^fed to qjbey, 
till they received the like from Narfes ; to wRom Belifarius 
immediately wrote on that fubjedl:, defiring that the public 
might not fuffer by their private contention. Narfes, con- 
vinced of the reafonablcnc^s of this remonftrance, wrote to 
John, commantling him to obey the general’s orders ; but 
during thefe delays, the Romans in Milan being reduced 
by famine to the laft extremity, Mundilas was forced by his 
own men to accept* the terms olFered by the Goths, who 
promifed that the garrifon fhould retire unmolefted. 

Thus was Adilaii furrendcred to the enemy, who, in 
breach of the articles agreed on, made Mundilas and the gar- 
rifon prifoners of war, demoliffied the city, put all to the 
> fword who were ablc ro bear arms, to the number of three 
hundred thoufand, and, makii^g the w^omen Haves, beftowed 
them as a reward on the Burgundians. Reparatus, a prefect, 
and an officer ©V great difHnClioiT, was cut in pieces, and 
his mangled»body thro\vn to the dogs. Bergantiiius, with 
a few more, efcaped ; and, palRng through Venetia and 
Dalmatia, brought the ni^lancholy news of this difaftcr to 
the emperor- at Conllantinople. Martinus and Uliaris re- 
turned with (hame and difgracc to Rome, while the Goths, 
encouraged by this fuccefs, purfucdiheir good fortune, and 
reduced all Liguria. Belifarius acquainted the emperor 


jProcop, lib. ii. cap. 13, 14.. 
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with what had pafled, who, afcrlhlnp: the lofs of Milan to 
the difagreement between him and Narfe^, re-salled the lat- 
ter, and confirmed the former in Ihe fupreme command, 
which he had conferred* upon him in the beginning of nhe 
war The recalling of NaTfes vwas a great difappointment 
t(f Vitiges, who had promifed himfclf many advantages from 
the difagreement of the generals ; but finding his hopes de- 
feated, and concluding, from the preparations Beiifiuius 
was making during the winter, that he intended to march 
againft him early in tb^ fpring with all his forces, and be- 
fiege him in Ravenna itfelf, he v^as greatly perplexed what 
meafures he fhould take to avert ?lie impending fiorm, or 
to whom be fhould recur for afliflancc. He kpew there 
wa^no depending upon the Franks, by whom he had been 
lately deceived, and who, he w^as convinced, n(^ould, under 
fome pretence or other, elude the moft folcmn'e„«atics and 
engagements. ^ 

He therefore had recourfe to Vacis, or Varls, king of the 
Lombards, whom he endeavoured to int^reft in his behalf 
with the oFi^r of a large funi ; but finding him unalterably 
fteady to tbeifalmdiite he had lately concluded with the em- 
percir, he wa*^ Idvifed to fend ambafiadors to Chofrhoes, 
king of Perfia, to perfuade that prince to invade the Roman 
territories. Such an enemy would have made a powerful 
diverfion, and obliged the e’inperor to lay afide all thoughts 
of extending his dominions in the Wcfl, fince the fecurity 
and defence of the eaftern provinces were of far greater con- 
fequence both to bis intereR and reputation, VitigCvS, Viti^es 
pleafed with this advice, found two Ligurian priefts, who inga^es 
undertook and performed the journey to the Perfian court. 

They even perfuaded Cofrhoes to declare war againft the 
empire, by remonflrating that, if he continued inattivc, and ^ 
fuffered the Goths to be deftroyed, and Italy reunited to 
the empire, the Romans, by that accefiion, would recover 
their ancient power, which they would not fail to employ 
againR him, being ftill excited by the fame ambitlbn which 
had proved fo fatal to his predecelTors. \iitigcs was over- 
joyed when, upon the return of the envoys? he underflood 
that Cofrhoes was refolved upon a fupture. 

However, be received no great advantage from it ; for, 
though it put a ftop to the progrefs of the emperor s arms 
in italy, and obliged him to recall 'Belifarius, this did not 
happen till the unhappy Vitiges was taken prifoner, and al- 
ntoft all Italy brought under fubjeftion to the emperor : for 
^elifarius, purfuing thew'ar with great vigour while Vitiges 


n Procop. lib. ii. cap, *$. 

B d 2 


was 



$ 4^4 

\tuxtmum 
hejh^cd by 
MfliJ^arius, 

\^nd Fafula 
) ^ Cyprian^ 


Yr. of FI. 
2887. 

A. D. 539. 


*The Franks 

invade 

italy, 


and fall 
h')th upon 
the Guiks 
and Ro- 
mans. 


The Hijlory of the 

was negotiating \vlth the PeiTian court,* l*at down wltH ele- 
ven thoufand men before Auximuni, the metropolis of Pi . 
cenpm, and at the fame time fent atilrong detachment, un- 
der the command of Cy^r)rian,«> one •of his lieutenants, to 
reduce FtefulXv The conqucR of thefe places would h.nic: 
opened a pafl'age to, Ravenna, whither he intended to follow 
Vitiges, who had rtetired to ,that city from Rimini. As 
Auximuni was ftrong by its fitu.uion on a high and deep 
liill, and defended by a numerous ^arrifon, it made a vi- 
gorous defence ; but lielilarius allowing the befieged no rc- 
fpitc, they i^^e, after fc\rne time, reduced to fuch diflrefs, 
that they difpatched meflengers to Vitiges, threatening to 
furrender,* unlefs they were fpeedily relieved : upon wl^ich 
the king dif^tched Urala, with a drong body of Goths, to 
their afli^tajice, afluring them that, in a (hort time, he him- 
felf w^ould follow with his whole army. Uraia, having 
paded the Po,. advanced into the neighbourhood of Aiixi- 
mum ; but, finding all the avdnues to the city drongly fe- 
cured, he encamped at the didance of feven mii&s from the 
Romans. 

In the mean time the treacher'ous Franks*? t^iinking ^oth 
nations fufficiently weakened by their mutudi I^odilities, re- 
folved to attack both, and decide the quarrel, by feizing on 
the country for which they difputed. Accordingly Theo- 
debert, unmindful of the\)aths he hsd taken bf)th to the 
Romans and Goths, paded the Alps at the head of a hun- 
dred and lifty thoufand men, and er.tercd Liguria. As no 
hodilities w^ere committed by them on ihcir march through 
that country, the Goths conclucicti that they were coming 
to their adidance, and therefore fupplied them wdth all the 
proviiions they could fparc. Thus they paded the Po with- 
out oppofition, and, having fecured the bridge, marched 
immediately to the place where a body of Goths were en- 
camped, who, treating them as friends, admitted them into 
their intrtyichments: but they were foon convinced of their 
midake ; for tlie Franks, falling upon them by furprize, 
drove them witl® great flaughtcr fro!n their camp, and feizi-d 
on their baggage and pjpvifions. A body of Romans, tlv't 
Jay at a fmall didance from the Goths, under the command 
of John and Martin us, obferving the fuddcii flight of the 
Goths, and concluding that they had been defeated by Pc- 
lifarlus, flew^ to join him, when the Franks, falling fud- 
denly upon them, defeated them, as they had done the 
Goths, As the Romans were not able, in that confufion> 
to recover their camp, they fled into Tufeany, and difpatch- 
cd a mellenger to Bclifarius with an account of their mif- 
fortwiic. The Franks, thus become maders of both camps, 

found 
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found In theaa a great quantity of provifionf?, and a confi- 
clerable booty ; but^the provifions being Iboii confumed by 
their numerous army, and the coi|ntry round entirely cx- 
haufted, they were forced, by the famine that began to rage 
among them, and theHifeafcs thin were occafioned by their 
iHiwholefome food, to refign all thoughts of advancing far- 
ther into the country, or making any^conqiiclls in It.^ly. 
At the fame time BelifariuS;^ fearing tjie Franks might* at 
lall be perfuaded by the Goths to join them, wrote to Thco- 
debert, expoftulating with him in a friendly manner for his 
breach of faith, and telling him, that the emperor’s affairs 
were not in fuch a defperate co*ivlition, as to render him 
incapable of refenting, in due time, infults of this nature. 
Tli^odel^rt, moved with this letter, but* more with the op- 
probrious language of his men, who openlv reviled him 
for fuffering them to ftarve in a barren and .^^ove riffled 
country, decamped with thofe who were able to march ; 
and pairing through Liguria, wdiere^c deffroyed Genoa, and 
feveral other places, returncM home loaded wdth booty 

All this* time the two garrifons of Aii^imum and Fcfuloj 
held out wiV^ Vcsedible refolution. The former, being re- 
duced to the .'itmoff: extremity, refolved once more to Ibli- 
cit the king -xof relief ; but not being able to fend any mef- 
fenger out of the town, which was clofely inveffed on all 
/ides, they corrupted with* a large fum a foldier in the Ro- 
man army, who was placed ne?ir the walls, to prevent the 
inhabitants from cutting the grafs that grew there, the only 
food they now had, to carry a letter to the king, wherein 
they acquainted him with the condition to which they 
were reduced. The king replied, that, without fail, they 
ffiould be relieved in a few days; and, with foothing words, 
encouraged them to bear only a little while longer their 
hardffiips, which he might call his own, fince he lelt them 
no lefsthan they. Thc^befiegcd were fo encouraged with 
this anfwer, that they rejected all the oiFers made by 
fiirius : but finding the king did not come to ^icir relief, 
they difpatched the fame foldier to him a fecond time, ac- 
•quainting him, that ur^efs they w^erc rtlni^'cd in five days, 
they Ihould be obliged to furrend^r. The king replied as 
he had done before, giving them hopes of fpeedy affillancc. 
Belifarius in the mean time, who was well acquaintec wnt \ 
the mifery to which they were reduced, in order to ^hlcovcr 
"what encouraged them to defend themfelves with o muc 
'obffinacy, appointed fomc of his men to w^atch thole, who 

* Procop. lib- ii. cap. 25. Greg. Tur. Hift. lib. iii* cap. 3** Mar. 
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came out of the town to gather grafs, afcd iu take, if pof- 
(Ible, fome qf them prifoners. They had the good fortune 
to furprife one, who,^beiiig brought before the generaJ, 
coafefl'ed, that, by means of one o^ his men, they had cor- 
refponded with the kingf who* had aflured them, that they 
fliould be fpeedily relieved. In confequence of this inftfr- 
mation the foldicr,, named Barcenfiris, by nation a Befiian, 
was feized, and, upon confeiTing the fa&, delivered up lo 
be punifhed by^his countrymen, who condemned him to be 
burnt alive. Belifarius, finding thcin ftiH obftinate, marched 
in perfon, at the head of altrong detachment, to demolifli 
an aquedLi£l,rwhich was* near the walls, and fupplied them 
with water. The befieged, Tallying out to defend- it, though 
quite fpedt with famine and hardlhips, made gre^’t haV»Dck 
of his troop^ ; but were, after a moft obftinate difpute, 
driven 1^2^. into the city. On this occafion Belifarius was 
in imminent danger of his life ; but one of his guards faved 
him with the lofs of fiis own hand. After all, the Ro- 
mans found the aquedu6l fo Itrongly built, that they could 
not by any means deftroy it ; but Belifariu? cyhfed all the 
fprings to be poifoned, hoping, by this^nfanlbus meafure, 

, to oblige them to furrender P. ' t 

Tafula The garrifon in Fsefulse held out againft Cyfirian with no 
furrenders; lefs obftinacy *, but in the end, defpairing of relief, furren- 
dered upon terms- Cyprian, leaving part of his army ip the 
t«^wn, with the reft brought the inhabitants before Auxi- 
mum, where Belifarius exhibited them to the befieged, 
who, concluding from the furrender of that place, that the 
king was incapable of relieving them, defired to capitulate, 
offering to deliver up the town, on condition they might en- 
joy their lives and eft'edfs. This demand the general was 
inclined to grant; but the foldiers oppofed it, declaring, that 
the wealth of the city was the due reward of their wounds, 
and the many toils and dangers they had uiideigone in the 
and at lafi fjege. At length it was agreed on both fides, that the 
Aiixmum, fUould have one half*^ and that the other fbould be 

fecured to the inhabitants, who were to take an oath of al- 
legiance to the«mpcror. Upon tlffefe terms the gates were 
opened to the Romans, who took pofleflion of the city iu 
the emperor’s name % 

Ravenna Belifarius did not continue long at Auximum ; but 
bi^fieydby niarched from thence with his whole army to Ravenna, 
Biltfarius. invefted on all fides, both by fea and land, to pre- 

vent the importation of provifions. The place was defended 
by a very numerous garrifon, commanded by the king in 

p fib* jj, cap. 27. Idem ibid. 
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pcrfon, wIlT5^^?ACPtecl all his courage and (kill in the defence 
of the metropolis <ff his kingdom \ but Belif^rius purfuing 
the liege with incredible vigour, anil great luccefs, the kings 
of the Franks, efpeciaily I'heodebcrt, alarmed at the.pro- 
grefs of the emperor’s* arms*, and«not doubting bur, if Italy 
Were united again to the empire, he would fall next upon 
them, offered to afiifl Vitiges with an army of live hundred 
thoufand men, on condition he wouW fhaie the country 
with them BelifariuSj informed of this negociation, in 
order to defeat the arybitious views of the Franks, fent am- 
balTadors to Vitiges, to remind Jiim of the perfidy of the 
Franks, of which he had feen a very frelh ivflancc, and to 
allure hiij;i, that the emperor, on whoip he mi^ht depend, 
WHS rea^y to grant him very honourable ttrms. 'J’he king, 
by the advice of the great men about him, rt^ected thepro- 
pofais of the Franks, and appeared inclinable come to 
an agreement with the emperor. ^ In the mean time Belifa- 
rius, to bring the king to his own terms, bribed a citizen of 
Ravenna to fet fire to a magazine of corn, which was the 
chief depVndjincc of the befieged. ITiis was clone with 
fuch fecrec- , rtial«they knew not whether they ought to im- 
pi^e it to chance, or to defign. They began to diltrult each 
other, and fome to conclude, that Heaven itfelf fought 
againll them. At the fame time Bclifarius <letached iho- 
mao with a body of troops againll the Goths inhabiting the 
Alpes Cottice, who, at his approach, fubmitted, with Sifigis 
their leader. Of this circumltance Uraia receiving intelli- 
gence while on his march to the relief of Ravenna with four 
thoufand men, he changed bis refoluiion, and went to at- 
tack Thomas, hoping to furprife him ; but John ami M^- 
tinus, who lay encamped on the banks of the Po, fiifpect- 
ing his defign, marched againft him, and obliged him to 
retire into Liguiia, where he continued, cxpeding better 


^""vkiges, upon his rcjetTing the offers of the Franks, had 

difpatched ambaffiidors to ,#Conftantinople, to .conclude a 

peace with the emperor upon the bell tej'ms they cou o 

tain. On their rcturfi with two fenatom, Dominicus and 

Maximinus, fent by Jullinian to conclude a peace upon the ^ ^ 

following terms; that the country beyond the o, w 

refpedl to Rome, fliould remain to the Goths ; but that m 

reft of Italy ftiould be ceded to the emperor ; 

treafure of the Goths fhould be equally 

him and the king. Thefe conditions Vitigcs and the Goths 

embraced with much joy; for they were alrea y re Belitantt$ 

to great mifery : but Belifarius, incenfed that e ^ . rtfu/es 

thus bereft of the glory of ending the war, and 

D d 4 Vitiges 
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Vkiges captive to Conilantinople, percmpsicil!) refufed to 
fign the treaty, ai^d purfucd the fiege* with more vigour 
than ever, without rcgajfdlng the complaints of his officers 
and /bldiers,' who were quite exha* :{led with the length 
and hardfliips of the fervipe : he only obliged fuch of the 
officers, as were of opinion that the tovi^n could not be 
taken, to exprefs wl^at they faid in writing, that they might 
not* deny it afterwartis. ^ 

The great men among the Goths, finding that Belifa- 
rius refufed to obey the inftru^bions he had received from 
Conftantinopic, and to figii the treaty, concluded, that he 
defigned to revolt from the emperor, and conquer Italy for 
himiclf. On the other hand, being weary of Vitjges, and 
unwilling t*o fubrrdt to Juflinian, who, they apprqhend<id, 
would tranfpl^nt them into 'Thrace, or fomc other barren 
country, tl^y privately agreed among ihemfelves to declare 
Belifarius emperor of the Weft; and accordingly difpaiched 
a meffenger, alTuring him, that they were ready to fw^ear 
allegiance to liim. Belifari us ‘abhorred in his heart the 
name of traitor ; but ncverihelcfs, to forward thc'furrender 
of, the city, and finiff; the war, he -pretewde^ accept of 
the offer, after having acqu.ur.ied rlie chief officers of ^he 
army with all that paffecl, Icil they (hould imagine, that he 
really defigned to ufuq) the kingdom 01 Italy. 

In tlie mean time V'itigcs, having difcovcicd the plot, and 
finding hinnfelf not in a condition to defeat it, commended 
tlie refolution of tlie Goths, and even wrote to Bclifariuo, 
encouraging him to afiume the title of king, afiliring him 
of his afflllance. Bcliliirius prcffirig the Goths to perform 
their promife, ambafladors were difpatched from the chief 
men of the Gothic nation, requiring him, before they ac- 
knowleged him for their king, to fwear, that he would 
treat the Goths with humanity, and maintain them in the 
enjoyment of all their ancient rights and privileges. This 
Oath Belifarius took, and w^as thereupon proclaimed king 
of Italy, aiid admitted into R,?venna.* He behaved with 
great moderation towards the Goths in the city, not fuffer- 
ing his foldiers tot'do them the lealt'injury *, but feized 011 
ihe royal treafure, and /ecured the perfon of the king. 
The Roman army, when it entered Ravenna, appeared fo 
ineonfiderable, that the Gothic women could not forbear 
fpitting in their hufhands faces, and reviling them as coW' 
arda . 

In the mean time Cofrhocs invading the Roman domi- 
nions in the Baft with a powerful arniy, Juflinian fent lor 

' Prorop. lib. ii. cap* )o. 
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BellfarIusl%**i?'Jw^pon him the management of the Perfian 
war, which he thoBght of much more ^onii^quence than 
the other. It was believed thati the jealoufy, which, 
at the infligation of thetcourt fycophants, the emperor.be- 
5 >;an to entertain of CeTifariu^, indiiced him to recall this gc- 
^feral.' Procopius writes, that he was acculcd to the em- 
peror by the other generals of afpiring to the fovereignt^of 
Italy ; that the emperor gci\*< no credit* to fuch calumnies; 
but ncvcrthelefs recalled him, becaufe he v^'anted a general 
of his abilities to con(iu£f the Perfian war. Be that as it 
may, Belifarius, in compliance with the emperor’s orders, 
began to prepare for his departure, to the gri:at furprize of 
the Gotb^ who could not perfuade t^cmfclvcs, that» to 
oboy the^mperor, he would rcliiiquifh a d\o\vn. Tliey did 
every thing in their power to divert him fro%i his refolu- 
tion'and intended journey, but to no purpofe ; ior Belifa- Htretumg 
rius, inviolably attached to the ferviee of his mailer, hav- to Conjian^ 
ing fettled affairs in Italy, fet out for Conilantinople, carry- itndple 
ing with him Vitiges, and Ins wife Matefuenta, fcveral of 
the Gothic nobility, and the royal treafure. He was re- //^froyal 
ceived by th j emperor without the leafb tokens of dillruft, treajate. 
wh# neverthtlefs did not ordain him a triumph, as he had 
done on his return from the conqueit of Africa. The em- 
peror treated Vitiges with all the refpe61 due to his rank, 
and conferred on him the \iignity of patrician. The king 
died two years after, and, upon his death, JulliniSn 
nnirricd Matefuenta to Germanus, his own nephew. The 
orlicr great men among the Goths, whom Belifarius brought 
with him to Confcantinople, attended that general to the 
Perfian war. It is remarkable, that the emperor caiifed 
the royal treafure of the Goths to be expofed to the view of 
the lenate ; but would not Ihew it as he had done that which 
Belifarius had brought from Atrica, to the people, fearing 
perhaps to heighten his general’s reputation among the 
multitude, by whom he was already almoft adored*. 

Upon the departure of Bfi^ifarius, the chief men among 
the G(^ths dwelling beyond the Po, in a great alfembly, re- 
folvcd to ralfe one of tlfeir own nation to flic throne. Ac- 
cordingly, they applied firft to Uraia, the iiftphew of Vi- 
tiges ; but he, out of refpe^l to his uncle, declined the 
den ; but at the fame time advifed them to make choice of 
lidebald, at that time governor of Verona, a man of great 
add refs and experience in affairs both civil and military, 
and nephew to Theudis king of the Vifigoths, who, m al> 

s Procop. lib. ill. cap. r. Jorn. de Reh. Get. p» 95* ^Hrcell. ad 
Ann. 540. 


likelihood, 



- ‘41*5 
mMj 

"thrfenkitig. 


Be ^ 

miSoty 
mve^ the 
Homans* 


Becaafes 
Vraia to be 
murderidi 
Yr. of FI. 
2889. 

y^iL. D. 541, 


sminmitTm 

4ered him- 

M 9 * 

eksjtit iing. 


'‘The Hijlory of the 

Hkelibood, would efpoufe his ciiufe. TKc^tnhs, pleafcd 
’iwith the advfce cf Uraia, fent immediately for Ildcbald, 
and proclaimed him kiit^g. The new prince undertook, and 
nor without fuccefs, the re-eftabMihment of the Gothic 
affairs in Italy. He had at firit no more than a thoufand 
men ; but the Goths flocking to him from all parts, an'fl 
wbh them great numbers of difeontented Romans, his army 
in a fliort time amoCinted to a very confiderable body. The 
Romans were incenfed at the conduct of Alexander, who, 
from bis clipping the coin, was nicknamed Forficula. He 
had been fent into Italy by, the emperor to (late the accounts 
of the army ; an which oIRcc he enraged both the foldicrs 
and officers to fuch a degree, that they became very ill 
affefled to the fervice, and great numbers of them: finding 
tbemlelves defrauded, not only of the rewards they ex- 
pelled, hrt even of the pay that was due to them, aban- 
doned the emperor’s feryice, and went over to the Goths. 
Befides, Bellas, John, and Conllantianus, whom Belifa- 
rius had appointed to command the troops in Italy, dif- 
agreeing among tliemfclves> nothing of anv rpoment was 
undertaken. ‘ ^ 

However, Vitalis, governor of Venetia, having colledfed 
fome forces, and taken into the emperor’s pay a confider- 
able body of Heruli, took the field, and marching againfl: 
Ildebald, met him in the neighbourhood of Tcrvifium, 
^ere, in the battle that enfued, moftof Vitalis’s men were 
cut in pieces, and he, with the few that efcaped, obliged 
to fave bimfelf by a pretipitate flight. After this vi^'lory Il- 
debald fubdued the whole province of Venetia ; but he did 
not live long enough to improve his victory farther ; for a 
conteft arifing between his queen and the wife of Uraia, 
the king, giving ear to the complaints of his wife, firll ac- 
cufed Uraia of maintaining a private correfpondence with 
the emperor, and afterwards, with the utmoft treachery 
and ingratitude, caufed him to be murdered. As by the 
murder of* fo \vorthy a man hz Incurred the difpleafure of 
the whole nation^ one of his guards, named Vilas, a Ge- 
pid, whom he fihd offended, refolved to feize this oppor- 
tunity to revenge the injury. Accordingly, while the king 
was one day entertaining the nobility, Vilas gave him fuch 
a blow on the neck with his fword, that his head dropped 
on the table while he held the meat between his fingers'. 

Ildebald being thus difpatched, the leading men among 
the Goths immediately chofe Eraric, a Rugian, to fticcccd 
him. The Rugians were a Gothic nation j but their tribe 

f Prccop. lib. ii. cap. %o. 
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differed nlYi^lthers and cuftoms from the Oflrogoths; 
^vhc^cethe people^and foldiery were with difficulty brought 
to acknowlege him for king, 'though they knew him to be 
a man of great valour Ind experience, fn the begimiing 
of his reign, with the conft^it and approbation of the Goths, 
he difpatched ambafladors to the emperor, tofue, as he pre- 
tended, for a peace, upon the fame ttrms that had hjpen 
formerly offered to Vitiges^ namely, that the Goths ftiould 
retain all the provinces beyond the Po, gnd the Romans 
poffefs the lefl of Ita)^ : but the ambafladors had private in- 
llru£lions to acquaint the emptyor, that Eiaric was ready 
to deliver up Italy to him, upon •condition he would pay a 
certain and raife him to the digiyty of a^patrician 

This private negociation was not known till after the king’s 
death. However, the Goths, generally dif^ntented with 
the government of their new king, refoived to iepofe him, 
and raife another to the throne. , Ihey caff their eyes on 
Totila, nephew to lldebald^a perfon of extraordinary merit, 
who had eminently diftinguiffied hirnfe^/ in war. He com- 
manded at that time the Goths in lervifium ; and, upon 
intelligence of his uncle’s death, had fent to Conflantianus, 
g j^ernor for the emperor in Ravenna, offering, uponalfur- 
ance of inden\nity, to deliver up both the place and the 
gvuiifon. Conftantianus accepted the offer, and having 
promifed upon oath to pefform the articles, a day was ap- 
pointed for the furrender of the place*, but in the mCan 
lime a meflbngcr from the chief men among the Goths ar- 
riving at Tervifium, acquainted Totila with the defign they 
had formed of depofmg Eraric, and raifing him to the 
ihrone. Totila frankly difeovered to them the agreement 
he had made with Conftantianus but told them at t e 
fame time, that he was willing to accept of their offer, pro- 
vided they difpatched Eraric before the day appointed for 
the furrender of the place. Upon the return of the mef- 
fenger the Goths fell immediately upon Eraric, and having 
murdered him after a ftiorWeign of five months, with one 

voice declared 'Eotila king r -n • tV.*. 

The emperor, informed of the death Eraric, of ^ 
promotion of Totila, and of the<liftra6led Rate o 
in Italy, feverely reprimanded his officers, ottri 

in that country, aferibing the whole to their o e 
bad condua. Upon this rebuke they 
venna, where it was agreed in a council of . r J 
ffiould be laid to Verona, at that time the chief ^ * ty ^ ^ , 
Goths ; and, upon the redu&ion of that place, 
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army fliould march againft Totila, who head of 

a fxTiall body in Picenum. Purfuant to fhis plan, the army, 
confilling of about twelve thoufand men, marched under 
the v?ommand of eleven generals, (jf whom Conllantianus 
and Alexander were the (^hief ;«and, 'arriving in the neigh- 
bourhood of Verona, encamped within feven miles of the 
ritv. Marcianus, a, man of great intereft in the country, 
and well affedled tCK the emperor's fervice, had engaged a 
citizen of Verona to betray the place. A centinel, privy 
to the plot, was to open one of the ^ates in the night, and 
admit a party of Romans, who were to fecure the gate, 
till the reft qf the army* arrived. This was a dangerous 
undertaking ; for there was a ftrong garrifon in the town, 
and the fafety of thofe who were to be fent on tjie pawy, 
depended en^rely on the fidelity of the centinel. The 
fervice wa^ therefore, to the great difgrace of the Roman 
name, declined by all the Romans, but with great joy 
undertaken by Artabanes an Armenian, who, advancing at 
the head of one hundred meif, was admitted within the 
the gate, which he fccured with fome of his party, while 
others killed the centincis on the walls,. and' made them- 
felvcs mafters -of the adjoining houfes. Artabanes imi^ie- 
diately acquainted the generals with his fuctefs, requiring 
them to forward the march of the army ; but the com- 
manders, having advanced within five miles of the place^ 
orflered the army to halt, till they had fettled among them- 
felves in what manner the plunder of fo wealthy a city 
was to be divided. This object occafioned great difpules \ 
fo that the night was fpent before they could agree. 
huf are In the mean time the Goths, who, hearing that the Ro- 
difappcuit- i-naiis were mafters of ©ne gate, had efcaped at another, 
and retired to a high rock not far from the city, difeover- 
ing from that eminence the fmall number of Romans in 
the town, and the army ftill at a diftance, returned into 
the city by the fame gate through which they had retired, 
and, attaching the Romans, forced them to abandon the 
gate, and fly to jthe battlements, where they defended 
themfelves with*^ unparalleled valour. By this time the 
commanders,* having agi^ed about the plunder of the city, 
approached the gates ; but, finding them ftiut, they fhame- 
ftijly retired, though their companions, opprefled with 
numbers, earneftly called out for afliftance. ^Artabanes 
therefore, and fuch of his men as were ftill alive, feeing 
themfelves thus bafely abandoned, and defpairing of fuc* 
cour, leaped down from the Myalls, Thofe who fell on the 
ftones were either killed, or rendered incapable of faving 
ihemfttlves by flight; but Artabanes, with a few more, 
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having the gooT'fcyrtune tp fall upon the ground, got fafc 
to the camp,where he upbraided the comi^anders with their 
ill condudl, and want of courageJThe Romans, after this 
difappointment, having palTed the Po, marched to Favefitia, 
i^ow Faenza, where they were fnet by Totila at the head 
of his fmall army, coiififling only of five thoufand men. 

The Roman generals having called a touncil of war, At- 
tabanes advifed them not i*o defpife’the enemy, though 
far inferior to them in number, but to ^all upon them 
before the whole body had pafied ^he river Lamone, on 
which the town of Faventia fia»ds. But the commanders 
difagreeing among themfelves, *as it generally happens 
wl^en th^y are equal in power, Totik ^ pafied the river 
without^oppofition ; fo that the two armies approached 
each other in order of battle. 

While they flood thus drawn up, waiting fignal, ^ 
Valiaris, a Goth of a gigantic Jize, and proportionable 
ftrength, advancing before tfee ranks, challenged any Roman 
to fingle combat. Artabanes accepted *!ie challenge, and, 
at the firft encounter, ran him through the right fide with 
his lance ; but, imagining, as the Goth did not fall im- 
mediately, that the wound w’-as not mortal, he gave him a; 
fccond wound in the belly, when the head of Valiaris’s 
lance, which flood upright;, falling upon Artabancs’s neck, 
unfortunately cut one of the ^irteries. The brave cham- q'/,g 
pion, however, not apprehending any danger, rode back to of Arta- 
the army ; but, as t]ie blood could not be flopped, he died 
three days after, to the great grief of all the emperor's 
true friends, who, from bis expeiience, courage, and pru- 
dence, promifed themfelves great fuccefs. He had ferved 
firfl with high reputation in the Perfian army \ hut, being 
taken prifoner by Belifarius in the caflle of Sifaurium, with 
all the Perfians under his command, and fent to Conflan- 
liiiople, he offered his fcrvice to the emperor, who fent 
film, with .the Perfians he had formerly commanded, to his 
army in Italy, where he difi.inguifhed himfclf in an eminent 
manner. The fingle ^ombat was fucc^^ded by a general 
engagement, in which the Romans, confiding in their 
numbers, behaved at firfl with ^eat bravery. But three The Ro- 
hundred Goths, who had been ordered by Totila to pQ^s * 

the river at fome diflance, unexpedledly affaulting the rear, ^ 
purfuant to their orders, they began to give ground, on aU 
hdes. Hereupon Totila charging them in front with frefh 
vigour, they firft fell into great confufion, and then betook 
themfelves to a precipitate flight. The Goths purfued them 
^nth great flaughter, took a great number of piifone^, 

3nd ail their enfigns, and obliged the few, who had the 
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good fortune to cfcape, to take refuge com- 
liiahders, in the neighbouring towns *. 

Totila, in order to ^improve this vi(n:ory, marched to 
Florence, and invefled that city ; but a confidcrable army 
being fent from Ravenna fo the 'relief^of the place* he raifed 
the fiege, and retired to Micolc, a town about a day’s joui». 
ney from Florence. . The Romans, leaving a finall garrifon 
in the town, purfiied them v/jth the reft of their forces ; 
and it was agreed that one of the commanders, marching 
with all poffible expedition, fhouid keep them in play till 
the others came up. The lot fell upon John 5 but unfea- 
fonable difputQs arifing among the commanders, and a re- 
port being fpread that John was killed by one oi^ his own 
men, the drmy halted ; and in the mean time Jojpn being 
forced to eng^e the enemy with his own troops only, he 
was totallj^defeated. When intelligence of this defeat was 
brought to the army, feized with a fudden panic, they all 
difperfed, every one ftiifting for himfelf^ Totila treated the 
prifoners he took in this and the former engagement wdth 
ib much humanity, that, moft of them entering into his 
fervice, his army was confiderably increafed •y. 

In the following year, the eighth of the Gothic M<ar, 
Totila, taking the field early in the fpring, reduced all the 
ftrong places in Tufeany. Marching from thence into 
Campania and Samnium, he difmantled the ftrong town of 
B^TMveritum, and undertodk the fiege of Naples ; during 
wWch feveral detachments from his army took Cumre, and 
recovered all Briuia, Lucania, Apulia, •and Calabria, where 
they found confidcrable fums, which had been cohered for 
the emperor. The Goths having feized on the tributes, 
and the money that had been levied to pay the army, the 
emperor's troops were reduced to great diftrefs, began to 
mutiny, and refufed to take the field *, fo that Conftantianub 
lay idle at Ravenna, John at Rome, Beflas at Spoletum, 
Juftin at Florence, and Cyprian at Perugia, the places to 
which they had fled after the J, ate defeat. The emperor, 
informed of the bad fituation of his affairs in Italy, ordered 
a confidcrable lloct to be equipped, 'und a great number of 
forces to be caifed, coipmitting both to the conduct of 
Maximinus, whom he honoured with the title of prefe£lus 
^ietorio of Italy ; but as he was a man entirely unacquainted 
with military affairs, naturally timorous and indolent, Juf- 
tiniait appointed Demetrius to command under him, wdio 
had formerly ferved under Belifarius as general of the in- 
fantry, Demetrius, in order to retrieve the reputation of 
the Roman arms in Italy, refolved to attempt the relief of 

» Fjfocop. lib. iii, cap. 9. y Idem. ibid. cap. 10, 
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Naples, ^^-i^^yl^^educed to extremity. With this view, 
leaving Maximinusjon the coafts of Epirus, he failed vv^itii 
part of the fleet to Sicily: as he ha^d but a fmall number of 
forces with him, he aff^mbled a great many velTels, with a 
defign to terrify the enemy, who^would conclude, that fo 
c^nfiderablc a fleet had a proportionable army on board ; 
but his heart failing him after he had p^ut to fea, inftead of 
failing directly to Naples, he fleered flis courfe to Rortie, 
in order to raife foldiers. The Homans refufing to ferve 
againft the vi£lorious king of the Goths,* he was obliged 
cither to lie idle, or ?o attempt theVelief of Naples with 



the few troops j\c had under his'yommand. ^ 

He chofe the latter expedient ; but Totila receiving timely 
n^'^icc of*his defign, manned with incredible expedition a 7)5^ 
great number of light veflels, which, fu^denly falling 
upon him as he w;as riding at anchor on the coaft of Naples, fiated 
took or funk every fliip of his fleet, and made all on board 
pri Toners, except a few who cfcap’cd in their boats, among • 
whom was Demetrius himfalf. The befieged being greatly 


difpirited*by this lofs, Conon, who con:?inanded in Naples, 
diTpatclied a m.efre;iger to Maximinus, acquainting him with 
the deplorable condition to which the city was reduced, 
ana earneflly ^reflhig him to march to their relief. Maxi- 
minus w'as already advanced as far as »Syracufe ; hut could 
not be perfuaded to flir fj*om thence for feme time. At 
length, being threatened with* the emperor’s difpleafusc, 
importuned by repeated meflages from the befieged, and 
openly reviled for cowardice by the foldiers, be fent the fle<^ 
to Naples under the command of others , but indulging his 
natural timidity remained himfelf behind. As the fleet put 
to fea in the depth of winter, it was driven afliore by a yio- jt^ 9 t/:er 
lent ftorm, near the enemy's camp, who funk the fhips, 
and without refiftance made a horrid llaughtcr of 
men and foldiers. Few efcaped being either taken or knled. 
Among the prifoners was Demetrius, who, after the lofs of 
his own fleet, had gone abo£y;d that of MaKiminys. loti a 
ordered him to be led, with a rope about his neck, to the 
town wall, and there obliged him to exh^jt the inhabitant 
to furrender, by afluring them, that they wfre to ^xpett 
no farther fuccours,. and that all nopcs of relief were o 


with the navy. . - , , 

At the fame time Totila offered them honourable terms, 
upon condition they would fubrait; an offer which t ley /» 
embraced immediately, and were treated by him with the 
utmoll humanity. As they had been pinched with a long 
famine, Totila, apprehending they might endanger t leir 
lives by indulging at firft their ravenous appetites, 
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guards at the gates to prevent their going^it^bking care 
the fame tune f to fupply them fparingly with provifions, 
hut increafjng their alltrwance every day. Being thus, by 
degrees, reftored to their former ftrength, he ordered the 
gates to be fet open, and gave %very one Jiberty to flay, or 
retire at his pleafure. He treated Conon, and the garrifuft^ 
in,a mofl friendly* and condefeending manner: for upon 
their pretending to‘ return to*Cotdlantinop]e, he fupplied 
them with fhip,'’^ ; and having difeovered that their rcai de- 
sign was to fail to Rome, and reinforce the garrifon of that 
city, which he intended pn the next place to befiege, he 
was fo far from punifhirfg them as they expc(Sled, or even 
•upbraiding them for impofing upon him, that, m the con- 
trary, the winds*'not proving favourable for a long time? he 
furnifhed the^ with horfes, waggons, and provihons, and 
ordered a^body of Goths to efcort them to Rome. He dif- 
mantled Naples, as he done Beneventum, unwilling to 
weaken his army by garrifoning too many fortrefles which 
they had reduced^®. 

TMa Totila, now mailer of Naples, and moft of the fortrefles 

mfriirsto in thofe parts, began to turn his thoughts upon Rome. In 
ike*Roman^ the firfl place, he wrote a letter to the fe^te, w^honf* he 
earneflly wifhed to draw over to his party, tarring them in 
gentle terms with the ingratitude they had fhewn to the 
family and nation of the great Thcodoric and Amalafuntha. 
He advifed and intreated them to return to their duty; put 
them in mind of the treatment they bad met with from the 
emperor and his officers ; and concluded by afTuring both 
them and the people of his favour and prote6lion, provided 
they returned to their allegiance. John, who commanded 
in Rome, w^ould not fufler the fenate to anfwer this, or re- 
ceive more letters from Totila, who neverthclefs found 
means to convey other papers ^to the city, which were 
pofted lip by night in the mbft frequented places. The 
Arian priefls were fufpe61ed of holding a private correfpon- 
dence wifh the Goths and their king, who profefled the 
fame do^lrinc, and on that account were baniflicd Rome. 
Totila, finding his letters and manffefloes had no effedl on 
the fenate aftd people «f Rome, refolved to purfue other 
^methods; and accordingly having fc’nt a detachment ijito 
Calabria to. reduce Otranto, wduch had not yet fubmitted, 
he marched, with the reft of his forces, againft the towns 
in the neighbourhood of Rome. 7 he city of 77bur, now 
Tivoli, about eighteen miles from the capital, was betrayed 
by one of the inhabitants ; and, upon his entering it, he 
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put all tKc chizowa to tbe fword, together with tliclr blfhop. 

Several other forts ii! that neighbouihood j^e took by ftorm ; 
fo Aat Rome was, in a manner, bjocked up ’by land, all 
communication with tbe^ieigbbouring country being cut ptF. 

The emperor, chagHncd*at thg bad news he received Belifarmt 
d^ily from Italy, and unwilling to lofe Rome, which was fent again 
now in imminent danger of falling agapi into the enemy’s 
hands, refolved to call Belifarius out of Perfia, notwith- 
ftanding the fucceis that attended him, and fend him again 
into Italy. Accordingjy he wrote to that gtmeral, ordering 
him to repair immediately to Italy, ai\d take upon him the 
command of his armies in that ^country. ^Belifuius no 
fooncr received this order than, leaving Comagene, where 
he #iien \?4as, he departed for the Weil:. In^his waV through 
Thrace, he raifed above four thoufand men his own ex- 
pence \ and arriving at *Salontc, he difj utched V^ijjjilius, ge- 
neral of Illyricum, with a body of troops, to the relief of 
Otranto ; at whofe approach the Goths retired ; fo that the 
town was reinforced with ffefli fupplies both of men and 
provifions.* Belifarius himfelf embarked ni Dalmatia, and 
came by fea to Ravenna, whence he fent fevcral parties 
agaiwifl the cities of -Emilia ; but without f?icccfs, though 
they defeated a fmall body of troops difpatcbcd by Totila 
to drive them out of that province. After this attempt, 
they threw themfelvCvS into Auximum, then Lcueged by the 
Goths ; but finding there were *not fufficient provifions im 
the place to maintain fo numerous a garrifon, they refolved 
to fally out, and march to Pifaurus, now JPefaro, which flood 
St a fmall diflance, and was flill poflelfcd by the Romans. 

In their retreat, two hundred were ilain by the beficgers \ 
but the reft reached Pifaurus, whither Totila purfued them, 
hoping to take the place by ftorm ; but being rcpulfed by 
the garrifon, he returned to the fiege of Auximum. At Auxtmum, 
the fame time, finding that Belifarius was not in a condition 
to take the field, he fent out detachments to befiege hir- bejieg- 
mum and Afculum, two places of great ijnportajice in the gj ^ tht 
province of Piccrium. , , , t, /r 

Belifarius, chiefly coi^ccrned for Rome, appointed Bellas 
governor of that city, and appointetj Artafiris, a Perfian, and 
Barbation,. a Thracian, men of valour, and great experience, 
to command under Beflas, ftri£Ily enjoining them to 
tio fallics, in cafe the town fhould be befieged. Being him-^ 
felf unable to relieve the befieged towns, or put 
the progrefs of the Goths, he difpatched John to Conltan- 
tinople, with a letter to the emperor, wherein be acquainted 
him with the fituation of his affairs in Italy, telling him at 
the fame time that, being deftitutc aims, and mo- 
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ney, it was impofliWtt for him to profcclife the war. Juf- 
tinian, upon th^*rcceipt of this ieiterj ordered new levies 
tobfc madO) tit'e veterpns being all employed againft the 
Perfiatistl'’'fd the mean time Totil#, purfuing his good for- 
tune» tooj^cvcral cities «of grdat cohifequcnce, fuch as Fir- 
mum, Afculdm, Auximum, and Spoletum ; and at length 
ajjptoached Roniey which he invefted on all fidcs. As he 
drew near the city/Artafiris And Barbation, contrary to the 
exprefs commvid of Belifaritis, made a fally, thinking they 
(hpuld furprife the GjDths; butthey ,were themfelves drawn 
into an ambufeade, 'and,^ moll of their men being cut in 
pieces, they narrowly efeSped falling into the enemy’s hands. 
The town had nctf been long belieged^whcn BeVfaiius Wiis 
informed, that a conliderahle number of 'troops, li nt bf ilie 
emperor, we^e in full march to join him. In confcqucnce 
of this iiitelligence, committing the care of Ravenna to 
Judin, he marched witji a fmall body of forces to Epidam- 
nus, where he met them. Soon after, Narfes the eunuch 
arrived with auxiliary troops railed among the lleruii, 
and commanded by Fhilimuth, and other leaders of their 
®wn natidri. With part of this reinforcement Belifarius 
failed to the port of Home, which he watery defirofi.'s ot 
ncHeving ; and fent the rell, under the command of John, 
imo Calabria, with orders to drive the Goths out of thok- 
parts, and then join him in th*e neighbourhood of Rome. 
John took feme places ; but being afraid to march by the 
city of Capua, or to make any attempt upon it, though de- 
fended only by three hundred Goths, he did not, purfuant 
to his orders, join Belifaritis at the time appohitcd ■*. 

In th^ mean time Rome being fo clofely blocked up, 
that no provifions could be imported either by land or wa- 
ter, a dreadful famine began to rage in the city. The un- 
happy citizens, having con|!*;>med every thing that could 
aiPord tliem any riburifhmem, and even the grafs that grev/ 
near the walls, were at length obliged to feed on their ex- 
crements? Several individu^S, to avoid the calamities they 
groaned under, l,aid violent hands on themfelves. In this 
extremity, the^ flocked in great multitudes to Beflas, their 
governor, eal neftly introating him to fupply them with food ; 
and, if that was not in his power, either to allow them to 
out of .Jthe town, or to deliver them from their miferies 
by putting thenir to ‘death. Beflas replied, that to fupply 
them with was impcffible ; to let them go, unfafe ; 

^4 to kill impious. To raife their drooping fpirits, 

he afiTured ati aj[*my ^as hourly expelled fro;ii 

Bb, i\u caj[k #, to. 
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Confiantino{)!e, 'INnch, under the comniatld of Belilaribjf, 
would oblige the Goths to abandon the fiiige, ^nd retire 
Vigilius, bilhop of Rome, fent froim Sicny, where he then 
\v:is, feveral fliips laden^fvdth corn, to relieve the city 5 but 
they were all intercepted by fhe enemy, who, after the re- 
dut-iion of Naples, kept a great number of vcfTels conitantly 
cruifjng between Sicily and Rome, in the end, Bellas fuf- 
fered fiich of the citizens as wtre willinjJ to retire, to leave 
the city, upon their paying him a fuin of mc^ey ; but molt 
of them either died on ‘wjc road, or, facing into the enemy's 
hands, were cut in pieces. Belifyius, apprifed of the rni- 
ferable condition to which the befiifgcd were neduced, ufed 
all poiTible»nieans to ridicve tliem bnt fi)rtune, or rather 
rren^denct, feerned to light ag-iinlt him ; iT)r lils attempts, 
however weil concerted, proved all iinfuecefslifl ; a circum- 
llance which gave him fo much uncalinefs, thathe»fcll into 
a fever, and w'as thought, for foniip time, to be in great 
danger. ' ^ 

In the mean time the befieged, no longer able to bear the 
miferics with which they were alllicied, and defpairing of 
relief, began to mfitiny, and prefs Bbfias to come to an 
agrcAucnt witl^^otila; which he rcfufing to perform, four 
of the Ifaurians, w’’ho guarded the Porta Afinaria, letting 
tbcmfelvcs down from the wndl, by ropes faftened to the 
battlements, in the night, whil(; their companions were 
afleep, went to Totila, and undertook to conduft his arm]f 
into the city. The king with great joy embraced the over- 
ture, and fending four Goths of great ftrength, intrepidity, 
and refolution, into the city with the Ilaurians, Olcntly ap- 
proached the gates wdth his whole army; which being open- 
cd by the Ifaurians, with the afliflance of the four Goths ^ 

within, he entered the city at the head of his troops. Upon . , 
the firft alarm with Uie other commanders,’" an^ moft }jg^ 

of the foldiers^i^ fled oett af another gate. Thofe who re- trayedtQ 
mained behind, ipok faruStuary in the churches, whither the 
inhabitants like^iSKT-'fled. Toflla, who ha<l kept •his men 
under arms all night, and united in a body, through fear 
of an ambufeade, findin|; he had nothing *1:0 apprehend, 
went early in the morning to St. Peer’s churen, to return 
thanks for the fuccefs of the enterprize. His men, in ^heir 
progrefs, killed twenty-fix foldfers, with about fii^y of t e 
inhabitants ; and this is all the bloodnhat was foed ; for 
i^elagius the deacon, throwing himfelf at his feet when he 
entered the church, with the book of the Gofpels in his hand, 
earneftly intreated him to fpare the inhabitants. 
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rW flares TotHt, agaiuft the inhabitfliil|» refufed at firft 

fk/utha^ to comply hi dem^ds but was Afterwards prevailed 
l5l>4ir//, M i^pon to forbid hWCoths, under the fevereft penalties, to 
jjui anyi^ the citiaens or foldierscto death. However, he 
allowed them fulj[ liberty to jlund^ the city, which they 
did- for feverai days together, Itrippit^^thc inhabitants of %U 
d^eir w^calth, and leaving nothing in their houfes but the 
naked walls. Thus many porfons of grenl diftindlion, and 
^imong the refh^ufticiana, tfee widow of Boctius, and daugh- 
ter of .Symmachus, ^j^matfon of exemplary piety, were re- 
duced to beg their biead from door to door. In the houfe 
of BelTas was found an-mimenfe treafure, which he had 
fcandaloully ama%d during the fiege, by felling fp the peo- 
ple, at an exorbitant price, the corn that had b^en ftored 
for the ufe gT the garrifon. The Goths were for putting 
Rufticiag^ to death, becaufe foe had perfuaded, as they pre- 
tended, the Ptomans to^pull ^own the images, and deftroy 
the ftatuCvS, of Theodoric, to revenge, by that meansi the 
death of her father and hufband ; hut Totila, taking her 
and all the womcn^-.pnder his proteftion, fecured them 
againll the Cfuelty sly infolence of the fo}diery Thus 
Rome recovered by the Goths, in theA|||F of the CJiiif- 
teiii sera the twentieth of Juftiniai^\ieign, and the 
twelfth of the war. 

fip, TotiU* mow mailer of the capital of Italy, fent for the 
k^^tds thi fenatcj andji putting them in mind of the favours they had 
frfiatet j^ceivcd from the Goths^ and the fevere treatment they had 
experienced frpm the emperor and his officers, he bitterly 
^gteproached theni for behaving fo ungratefully to their be- 
s nefa£lors, and, in a tranfport of paflian, threatened to make 
them aU flaves; but his anger foon fubfiding, he pardoned 
them at the intcrccffion of Felagius, and difmiffed them un- 
hurt. ^ Jit afterwards difpatch^ j3?eiagipa and Theodorus, 
a Rornan orator, as his to Jil^nian, with let- 
ters full of refpefl, in Wjhich be in peace and 

amity wkh himg as bad Anaftafjus, 

promifing, in tl^t cafe^ to reTpefl Ww as his father, and 
to affift him, then wanted, witb^UJbis foccest againft any 
other nation whatfoever. On if the emperor 

iie|e£ted his offers, he threatened to level Rome tfnh the 
"ground, to put the whple fenate to the fwqrd, and carry the 
war info Inyricum.i* The emperor M^ujrtted no other aii- 
ferer thaii^that he refotlicd the ifrtiole m Bclifarius, who 
had fulbpower to ma^^ alf of that nature at dif- 

creudff*^ aad at the defeat 
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of a body of trO^s- which he had feiitto Open a paiTage into 
Lucania, refoivedWdemolilh Rome, fo as not; to leave one 
ftone upon another. Accordingly h^ began with the walls, 
of which be threw dowA a third part, and was ready tofet 
fire to the moft {lately and beauttful buildings of the city, 

Mfhen he received p ^fetter from Belifaritisy lifluading him 
from the refolutioTi he bad taken. Belifarius laid gr^at 
ftrefs on the grandeur and mayeify of thit ancient city, which 
being raifed to fuch a height of fame and jj^reatnefs by the 
induftry and valour of ib many celebrcted and eminent men, 
pofterity would behold him, whe^ delft-oyed it, as an enei^ 
to mankind, fince he deprived thetn of fo mnay monumetfll 
of the wctfth and merit of tbeir anceftors. He added, that 
if fhe G%ths (hould prove vi£^orious, he would never for- 
give himfelf for deftroying not only the moil^beautiful city 
in his dominions, but even the moft beautiful and magnifi- 
cent in the world. On the other Ji^ind if, in the courie of 
the war, fortune ftiould happen to abandon him, he would, by 
preferving fo favoured a city, highly obljge the conqueror, 
who would.not foil to make him a fuitable return j whereas, 
by demoliftiingk, he would preclude himfelf from all favour. 

Totila havipf ferioiifly confidercd the contents of this 
letter, and ilrcighe J with attention the arguments alleged 
by Belifarius, refolved to follow his advice ; and abandoii- 
ing all thoughts of deftroyifig Rpme, he marched with Jiroyint; thi 
army into Lucania. He carried the fenate with him ; aftd a<j , but 
the reft df the inhabitants, with their wives and children, 
he fent, under a (Iron g guard, into Lucania before bun, 
not leaving a fingle inhabitant in Rome. Arriving in Jmbitanu. 
cania he reduced all that country, and then marched with 
his army towards Ravenna'*. Upon his departure Jonn 
feized on Tarentum, which "he fortified with a ditch cut 
through the ifthmus. The pity of Spoletum was l.kewifc 
recovered by the Romans, being betrayed by Martianiis, a 
Roman foldier* Tifho pretended to be a defertcr. 
had continued ait-ftiis time af Portus, ab.ut y" 

Rome} but feeing informed that Totila.had direaed h 
inarch ti%«|itJ[e;Ra»enna, and being 

vering (ibre the capital of Italy, he led fl is fmall army 

thith4. Finding the city deftitnte of 
third part^Vf the walls levelled with the 

took tL repeoplirtg of the place, and began to £.l,jarM. 

walls. He cl«red1he dit.^ round t^etty, 

filled up by Totila; alnllr the pt^t 

with heaping huge ftone* aoe npoSa another, in the many 
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^ brcdcljcs that were made *^4^ the w'all. ^Fhe whole worl; 

heihgrfinilhed in jphe fpace of twenty^fi%riJkys, and the city 
fuppTied with plenty o/ provifions, which Bt:li fa tins took 
Car^tohave imported by water, the hneient inhabitants, 
who had been dif^rfed and ‘dowrf Italy, returned in great 

lumbers, anA'were kindly receivedhy Beiifari us, who rt- 
^ored to every oncJbisQW'’n houfe and po^Ieffions, and pro- 
rmfed an immunity from taxes to fuch as were willing to 
refide in the pljce. 

rt^ Upon this intcllige|nce Totila ha^fened back to Rome, 
turns a- doubting, but at ms aj>proach Beiifarius would abandon 

gififfjl it j place ahd^eturn toP«rtus, which was ftrongly fortified ; 

but finding, contrary to his expe61:ation, that tl^c Roman 
' J general w^as determined not to quit the city, butfo dekmd 

4t to the laft Qa^treniity, he encamped at a fmall dlllance, 
^nd^arl^next morning advanced in order of battle, and 
began the attack with incredible fury. The Romans, ani- 
hut is 4fi mated by the example or their^eneral, defended themfclvcs 
gorou/ly n- with no lefs valour and intrepidity ; fo that the battle lafled 

fulfidly from 

morning to* night, when thje Goth% who* had loft a 
4^tnjariki» number of men,^ returned to their cairhp. The afl'aulc 

.was renewed the three following days ; but lotila, boiing 
conliantly repulfcd with great lofs, abandoned the enter- 
prize, and retired toTibur, where he continued fometime, 
leaving Beiifarius at Icifure to tomplete the fortifications 
Rome ; ‘which he did accordingly, and once more fent 
the keys of the dty to the emperor. But the Goths, who 
ha4 hitherto extolled their king, and, equaling him to the 
l^f^teft heroes of antiquity, had accounted themfelves happy 
choice, began to complain loudly of his conduff, and, 
'll#!! great liberty, to cenfune him for not having either en- 
tirely demolilhed Rome, of left a ftrong garrifon in it, to' 
prevent its falling again into the enemy’s hands. The whole 
army grew fo difeontented, thA when he prepared to march 
to the fiege of perugja, they betrayed a great relu£lancy to 
follow him, till,.;in a concerted fpeechr^^l|e made an apo- 
ipgy for his late iCOndu^, aferibing his ill fi»ccefe, not to 
any want of foritnght or neglc£l on^'his fide,ftHit ^ the in- 
ponilancy of fortune, wbich in all human more 

ef^ciajly in matters of war, bears a chief i%ay. Having 
-TOua regainc^^ifhe efteem and afFccRon .of hts Ibldicrs, he 
TibUt# |^#lhiar.ching with his whole army to Perugia, 
in veiled ^ 

Upon hfe^epartttii^ John, had continued in that 
being mafter marched into Campania^ 
and fet at liberty the Roman fenators and their wives, after 
having rovtcd a firong party of Goths who had been left by 
^ ‘ ^ Totila 
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Totila to guard tJsem, Totila, in order to revenged on 
]ohn, rifing from ^efbre Perugia, penetrated mountains 
and bye- ways into Apulia, where heathen was ; but falling pat 
unadvifedly upon him inathe night, the Romans, by favc^ur by 

of the darknefs, efcapeTl, with the,lofs of no more than a 
biftidrcd men, and got fafe into Tarento. This was a great 
overfight in Ibtila ; for, as his army w,as ten times their 
number, had he waited with patienco till day-light, lie 
might have furrounded, and cut them off a man. In 
the mean time Belifariu^, having received a fupply of twelve 
hundred men from Conllantinople, Ailed with them for 
Sicilv, being informed that rotila^defigncd to pafs over into 
that iflnnd^ which was then, quite unguarded; but Totil.i, 
iiiftisad of flaking any attempt upon Sicily, wWeftedllurciaiia, 
a city of great ftrength in Calaljria, with his v%hoIe army, j^tana. 

Belifarius, informed of this enterprize, leaving Sicily, ' 
failed to Otrantc^ where he received a fecond fupply from 
Conftantinople of two thoufand foot, under the command 
of Valerian. He then ordered John to join him with tlic 
body he cdmrna^^ted ; and having aflemoled a great num- 
ber of tranfportsi ke failed for Rufeiana, with a defign to 
leiidR^e that place i but finding the. Goths drawn up on the 
Ihore, and ready to receive him, he abandoned the enter- 
prize, and returned to Rome, lending John and Valerian* 
with part of the forces, to* ravage Picenum, and, by that 
diverfion, oblige I’otila to raifethe fiege of Rulciana ; but 
the king of the Goths, purfuing the fieg^ with more vigour 
than ever, detached two thoufand horfe into Picenum, who 
being joined by the Goths in that province> obliged the Ro* 
mans fentby Hel’ifarius to retire. Mean while the garriion 
ot Rufciiyia, being reduced to great dilliefs, and defpainng 
of relief, fiibmitted to Totila, who, notwitliRanding the 
vigorous refiltance they made, treated them with great u- 
manity, receiving fuch as were willing to ferve under him 
into his army, aad fuffering the reft to retire unrnolefted. 

Only Cbalazar, who had formerly brojceii hu ward to him, 
he put to death', after having caufed his, hands and privy 

parts to be cut off'. . . *r. i. • _ . 

During thefe tranfaQions in Itjly, the Porfians having 
. gained confiderable advantages over the Roinans, 
was eafily perfuaded by Antonia, the wife of Belifarius,^ 
recall her hufband, and employ him once mp« againll that 
nation. Belifarius therefore left Italy, 
minifhed thatr?«ncreafed the repnfiwn jhe- had gmctJ by 
}iis former expedi^n : forfisdnKbjjj-I^ five years hp yp 
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maiwlad he fcarcc any thiW 

M a perpetual 
one fea^port to another^., Upoa 
the^depai^ Totila r^urned before Perugia, 

which bfe^k by ftoOT ; kit, according to his cullom, fpared 
both the inbahi^flta and the garrifon. , 

The Franks^ who had iong continued quiet, concluding 
thft <5oths, as well ^ the Ronjans, to be greatly weakened 
by fuch a long and deft^:u£tive war, thought it the proper 
time, bybreakihg imp Italy, to feize, without diftinclion, 
on the countries beloijfeing to both. ^In the very beginning 
- of the war the^Oftrogoth^^ as we have related above, not 
able to make head at the fame tinie againft the Romans and 
the Franks, attenepled to gain over the latter to tlfcir pacty, 
by giving up tfee provinces they held in Gaul. This ceflion 
Juftinian was fo far from oppofing, that, on the contrary, 
carefully avoiding to give the Franks the leaft pretence for 
making war upon him, fie folemnly confirmed them in the 
pofielTion of the countries the Goths had furrendered, re- 
nouncing, in their^behalf, all claims to Ac fi»id countries. 
Thus the kings of the Franks, whom hi^ommonly ftyles 
Germans, became matters of Marfe^ltt, an ancient colony 
of the Phocacans, and of tbe other maritime 'powers, ^^ith 
the fea itfetf®. But no favours, no grants, could make 
the Franks forego their natural tiieachcry, or adhere to their 
eng^eraents, when they had theleaft profpedt of advantage 
from their a<aing c^trary to thefe obligations. The Oftro- 
gothshad yielded to them the rich countries which they 
heh} in Gaul ; Juttinian had transferred the claim and title 
he had to thofe countries ; by their treaty with the Goths 
they engaged to afiift \htm againft the Romans 5 by their 
treaty with the Romans they obliged tbemfelvcs to ftand 
n^^r : and both treaties they equally obferved; for, think- 
ing both nations greatly reduced by fo long a war, they 
find mah embraced that opportunity to attack both \ accordingly, en- 
thtmfilves tcfing the province of Venctia* belonging partly to the Ro- 
P**'^*y feized it for thcmfclves. 

In mean tirae^Totila, having received a ifeinforcement 
p|f^ thoufand Lombards, commanded by.Ildiges, one of 
princes, refolded to* march to Rome, and once more 
the redu£iion of that city* Belifarius had left 
thi^ thoufandl' chofen men, under the command pf Dio-* 


an of paperience, and known valour, 

^h^i^ield out, for f ^f^l^liraole . ttnief the repeated 

fides, 
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and, at the htglmmg of the fiege, made Umfelf maftcr of 
portusT fo that, all #ommunicatic»i1»eing cut off bothl>y fea ^ 

and latrff he hoped to reduce the garr^o{«i%*a fhort timff 
by hwSi^^ But Diogenes Mdfelf pwided ^ainft this 
evil, by eatifing corn ao be /own ^ithin the walls ; fo that 
tke town woidd, in all iikeliwood, have held out till the 
arrival of the promifed fuccours from Conftantinople, had 
it not been^trayod a fccondjtimc by tl>e Ifaurians. Ontfof Yr. of FU‘ 
the gates wai guarded by a body of that nation, who, being *398. 
difeontented for want of their payj whieJf they had not A. D. 551^ 
received for fome years, and hearir^ that their country- 
men, who had formerly betrayetj, the city, had been pre- traytdt9 
ferred and enriched by the Goths, refolved to follow their himaft^ 
ex;¥nple^ Accordingly, fome of them* bpaving firft had a conJtimg 
private conference with Totila, they opened^ at the time 
agreed on, the gate which they guarded, and received ^ 
him, with his whole army, into the city. As Totila had 
caufed the trumpets to found at th*e oppofite gate, pretend- 
ing to attack the city on tha^ fule, the garrifon flew thitherj 
fo that htf met with no oppofition. 

When the inhabitants found the towm was taken, they 
efc^ped at the oppofitei pte towards Centumcellac, the only 
ftroiig place h’eld by the Romans in that neighbourhood ; 
but great numbers of them, and likewife of the fpldiers 
who took the fame route, were cut off by the Goths, whom Semtof /If . 
Totila had placed in ambufliej? on t^c road, not douI^i|ig 
but they would fly that way, Diogenes cfcaped with a 
flight wound ; but Paul, a Ciliciati, whom Belifarius had fg retina 
pointed to command under him, retired, with a body of four 
hundred horfe to Adrian’s tomb, and pofTcfTed himfclf of 
the bridge leading to St. Peter’s church, now Ponte Sant 
Angelo. There they defended themfclves wdth incredible 
valour againil the enemy’s whole army, till they had no 
provifions left 5 when they refolved to fally out, and either 
cut themfclves a way through the midft of the enemy, or 
die in the attempt. Totila being informed of this refol^ 
tion, thought it advifcablc to offer them terms: accQrdi- 
ingly he Wavothem to nnderftand, that, upon their deliver- 
ing up tbembcMrfes and arras, aiM^fwearing «ever to fefvo 
more ogatnl the Goths, ho was ready to grant them leave 
to retom to Conftaittinopic ; but that, if they ^ ^ 

to remain in Italy* and feuve under him,^thcy flioold have ^ 
all their effc£ls reftored, and be placed upon the fame 
footing with the Gotha* They <*ofe at firil ^ return to rial 
Conaanti«oplei 4 >at 

tion, they lifted among the ihtatm 4 

Paul, and Mindirt* an Ifauriao, ^ ' 
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turhlioiaiit; 'which Totik not only granted, but alJoWcd 
alid money to ^ar their charges. 
m6re of the garrifon, who had taken 
th’fc abandoning their afylum, fub- 

nihtedN^^’^Totila, npt^n hig promifingno fpare their lives. 

He was form«rly determined upon deftroying Rome, m 
we have related already, but diverted from it by Belifarius. 

he made it hid<cbief ftudy to embelJifti'|^e city, re- 
pairing, at a gijat expence, what he had formerly dcllroy- 
dli He recall^ the /enate, and rellored them to their 
i^ncient rank and fpkwdor, invited^ the citizens to take poi- 
feffion of they- eftates, fijppHed the city with plenty of 
prdvihons, and, peopling it vidth Goths and Itajians, ex- 
hibited thb Circ^nhan games, after the mannej of ihe 
ftoman emperors, aftd prefided at them in perfon. This, 
fo diiffcreiif from his former condiuSl:, was owing to the 
anfwcr given him by the king of the Franks, when he aiked 
his daughter in marriage ; importing, that he would not 
diipofe of his daughter to any frut a king; and that Totila 
ought not to be eftSemed asTuch; fince he Was nOt able to 
preferve the capital city, but had been obliged to demolifli 
part of it, and abandon the reft tQ|he enemy t, 

M’Xotila, again maftcr Of Rome, difpatched'' ambaffadors 
to Goaiftanlfnople, 'with propofals for a peace, offering, 
tbe emperor’s* relinquilHing Italy, to affift him as a 
^ally againft any o*ther oatigp whatioever. But 
was fo far from hearkening to the overture, that 
he 'would not even admit the envoys to his prefence. 
Tottk', therefore, determined to purfue the war with more 
vigour than ever. Having left a ftrong garrifon in Piome, 
be marched wdth the leli of his army to Centumcellse, 
now Civita Vecchia, which he invelted ; but, Diogenes 
miking a vigorous refiftance, it was agreed between him 
and Totikj'that bd (hould acquaint the emperor with his 
fitoation } and that if, by a time fixed, he received no re- 
Hi^ the place (Ijould be delivered up: thirty hollages 
"Wfere pvctt. .. After this agreement, be pafled with his 
army into and, in h'Ls pafihge, made an attempt 

Shegtum ; but the place ftrongly^arrifoned, 

part of the anSiy'to^block^itt up, in order to reduce 
iaminjC i and with tl^ tc& Cfoffed into Sicily, after 
Imade* bimfelf maffer. ^ As be was 

his forces, ho recdWtti advice, that Ariminum 
beJt4?ayod to ihO; Goths h« had left in Picenum. 

landed without oppofition 

cap. 36, 37. 
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at Meffina ; not being able to reduce that city, he de- 
ftroyed the neighboiAing country -with fire and f#ord. In 
the mean time the garrifon of Rhenium, being reduced to 
the lalt extremity for Mjant of pro’vihons, fubmitted ujvon 
terms, and delivered ujT the tity teethe troops of Totila 
•Jultinian, alarmed at the progrefs lotila made, pardoned 
Artabanes, 'who bad lately confpired ag^iinll him, and fent 
him into Sicily, to defend t,bat iil and* again ft thc.Goth*s* 

At the fame be named his nephew Gerg;ianus general Germanm 
againft the Goths in Ijaly, allowing ^him a large fum 
niifc troops in Thrace and Illyricum> whence he was to 
march into Italy with Philimuth f^mmanderpf the lleriili, 
and jolin ^ben general of lllyricum. As Germanus walla 
rna» of ^ generous temper, and greatly* beloved by thc' 
foldiery, he foon railed a very confiderhble £»my, iiot only 
the Romans but the Barbarians flocking to his^ftandard 
from all parts., With this army, the beft the emperor had 
ever fent into Italy, he hoped to add to the reputation 
which he bad latfely acfuiretf againft the Vandals in Afr^^ 
the glory^of driving the Goths out of*Italy, and unitipg 
that "country to the empire. This, he thought, he might 
the«Tiore eafily accomplilli, as he married IVlatafuntlra, the 
daughter of Amalafuntha, and grand-daughter of Theo- 
doric, who, he hoped, would draw great, numbers of the 
Goths over to his party ; for he defigned to take her with 
him into Italy. The Goths wAc greatly difpirited, wb«n 
they heard, that a general of confummate experience, unU 
verfally beloved by the foldiery, and fo nearly allied to 
Theodoric, whofe memory they adored, was to command 
againft them. On the other band, the Romans began to 
refume their courage; and fuch as had been difpeifed by 
their frequent defeats, aflembling in one body on the 
borders of IftriaJ waited his arrival in that province. 

Germanus, having muftered all his forces in the neigh- 
bourhood of Sardica, ordered them to be ready within three 
days to march into Italy : but*PiovidenceJiad othierwife dif* 

■pofed of affairs ; for Germanus was fuddenly feized with 
a violent diftemper, which, in a few day*k put an end to 
his life, and alibis great defigns. .The emperor, upon the Htdus. 
news of his death, which gave him the utmoft concern, or- 
dered Jufliin, the fon of Germanus, and John, who Haa" 
married his daughter, to lead the army into Italy: but a« 
winter approached, and they wanted 111 ips to convey Ac 
troops thither by fea, they marched into Dalmatia, and put 
them into winter-quarters, taltj|^<!i^l^hcit own in asIORZ . 

« Procop. lib. Hi. fap 3<i 37 * -iv ‘‘idem ilad. cap. 35. 
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I« tKeittcail time having defolat«rt great part of 

Sicily) faliiil^wn pith hk atmy before Syraciafe ; but Libe- 
rtws* lAotti Juftihlafii had fcnt with a Iquadifon to proteft 
ihaveoaft) having fofccd hia way inlo the haven, reinforced 
the garrifon with a conlid^rabie fuppljr both of men and pro- 
vifions. However, Totila ptofecuted the fiege with great vl. 
gtmr, though valiantJyoppofed by the Romans within, who, 
heSiing ^that Artabanes was coming to their relief with a 
powerful fleets ^would liften to no terms. 

’ But the fleet being difperfed on the coafl of Calabria by 
la violent ftorm, and Artabanes driven to the ifland of Mal- 
ta^^where, with much difeculty, he faved himfelf, Libe- 
rmidefpairing of rflief, abandoned Symeufe to tbe enemy, 
attd conveyed th^^ififon by fea to Palermo. Totila, Iftv- 
no ijiemy Sidly to oppofehim, entirely reduced that 
iflandi an^, leaving four ftiong garrifons in it to curb the 
ifibabitants, returned tojtaly, loaded with booty*. Early 
in thp fpring Juftin and John, who had paiTed the winter 
ii3|^lon3e, having affembled tfieir forccsi'^fet out on their 
nili^ to Ravenna : but in the mean time the Sda^i, palfing 
tbe Danube, either at the inftrgation of Totih, or urged by 
a defire of booty, broke into the Roman provinces, com- 
mitting themoft fhocfcing cruelties. ' This irruption greatly 
W^arded the march of the army, the Roman generals being 
obliged to fend ,ftrong detachments againll tfiem ; which 
compelled them to repafs the Danu|^, and return home : 
but before the two generals reached the confines of Italy, 
liiey received orders from the emperor to proceed no far- 
ther, but to Wait the arrival of Narfes, whom he bad ap- 
pointed commander in chief of all his forces, with abfo- 
, late and uncontroled authority. While Narfes was mak- 
ing the neeeflary preparations for his intended expedition, 
Totila, having equipped a fleet of three hundred gallics, 
ffiit them to pillage the coafts of Greece, where they ac- 
ipilted an smn^nfe booty. They made a defeent upon the 
i'lbmd of G^tfu 5 syid, having laid it wafte, failed to Epirus, 
where they fiirpri^d and plundered the cities of Nicopolis 
end Aachtalus, «nd took upon the toaft' many fhips, and 
ftmie among the reft laden With provifions for. the army of 
\ 

, ^ the fame time Totila blocked up the city of Ancona by 
ma wfl landi^nd foon reduced tt tO great extremity ; which 
in Rave^ana^ielhgiatp|nj^^^ of, £e acquainted 
jpurfnaftt e^ere^s orders, was waiting 
Nartifs with^e taftdiiion the 
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city was m earneftly foUciting him to repair to the i^h'cf 
of the only place the emperor had in thofe parts, and pro- 
tnifing to join him with all the forces uncler his command, 

John had been ordered pot to movd from Dalmatia till the 
arrival of Narfes 5 but«ventyring on this occafion to difohey 
his orders, he put the flower of his army on board forty ved 
fels, and failed with to them to Ancona, where Valerian 
joined him with a fquadroi\ of twelve fliips. Upon tlfeir 
appearing before Ancona* the Goths, having manned for- 
ty-feven of their befl ftips, failed ou^ agaiui? them ; where- ^ 
upon an engagement^ enfued, in wipch the Goths, quite dejeaud 9 § 
ignorant of fea-affairs, were tp^^lly defeatej^, thirty-6x of and 
their fhips being taken or funk, with all the men on board, ^ 
and the,jeft driven afhore, where they*wt2re fct*on fire by 
the Goths themfelves, left they fhouldfall iiVo the encuiy’s 
hands. The Gotha, after this defeat, raifed the fiegc, and, 
retiring in great hafte, left their camp, and part of their 
baggage, to the Roman generals;* who, having reinforced 
the garrifon, returned. Valerian to Ravenna, and John to 
Salonae. * At the fam’e time Artabanes*, having aflcmbled 
his fleet, which bad been difperfed by a florm, landed in 
Sigily, and, expelling the Goths, recovered all the rallies 
garrifoned by them in that ifland. Thefe Ioffes difeouraged 
the Goths, and Totila himfelf, to fuch a degree, that he 
once more difpatched ambafladors to Conftantinople, offer- 
ing to yield Sicily and Dalmatia to the emperor, to_pa|ji^n 
annual tribute for Italy, and to affift the Romans as a faiths 
ful ally in all their wars : but Juftinian, determined upon 
driving the Goths out of Italy, ordered theambaffadorsto re- 
turn, without fuffering them to appear in his prefence®. 

Totila, finding Juftinian would liften to no terms, began 
to levy new forces, and make great preparations by fea 
and land. Having equipped a confiderable fleet, he fent the C$th 
it agai'nft Corfica and Sardinia, both which iflands were 
fcon Wduced. On the other hand, the city of Croton m 
Calabria, which bad been long befieged^by the,Goths, wag 
relieved by the garrifon of Thermopyl* »n Greece, convey- sanimm. 
ed by fea into Italy : but now Narfes approached at the head 
of a formidable army, bringing vjith him a^immenfc trea- 
fure to fupply the wants of the troops, and to pay the enu 
peror’s forces in Italy their arrears, which had beenat^ 
ever fince the beginning of the war. His army 
not onW of Romans levied in Thrace and Illyticn^ bat of 
Barbarians affeipblcd frpm all p?«»: befides. 
of the Lombardy font him a b» 4 y of five fhoufa94#l|ol« 
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Phllim^th>: priiicc the Heruli, joineH him with 
three tho^aijd o^.bla catintrymen^ AAth, another prince 
of the ihme ilationi" came to his afiiftance at the head of a 
chofen body of veterans*. A great number of Gepidee, 
Hunns, and PerCansrch^rfully folldwed his banner, fome 
in acknowlegement pf his former favours (for he had beefi 
always kind to the !^arbarians), and others in expc£l:atToii 
bfi^poil and booty j «for they were all convinced, that the 
GWis could nty oppofe fo numerous an army, commanded 
hy a general of great ^lour, and corj^fummate experience. 
Ntrfes, on bis entering Dalmatia, was joined by John, and 
the -army iindej: hisi toniRiaod ; but being advanced as far 
as the confines of Venetia, the Franks, v^ho, as^ wc have 
rbi^tecl abo*ve, had feized on that province, refuftd hint a 
pa^ige : fo th<tt, ndt daring, at fo critical a conjuncture, 
rrmfu/itk to prove k^ that nation, by the advice of John, viho was 
m great ar» well acquainted with tbpfd parts, he changed bis route ; 
•9*^* V* and, marching along the fca-coalt, got fare, with ins whole 
army, to Ravenna, where he joined by tbe remainder 
of tbe Roman force*s, under the command of Valerian and 
Jufiin. 

mttd * ' Having remained nine days in Ravenna, to refresh ids 

^rekas to army, and appointed Jufiin goyernor of that city, he began 
his march towards Rome. Being arrived at Ariminum, 
^lJ|pri!as, governor of the place; fallicd unexpectedly out 
with part of the gafrifon, as he was fcarching for a 
fora,.Attended by a fmall guard ; but a party of Heruli, 
leafonably advancing, put the Goths to Ibght, and killed 
IJfdrilas in tbe purfuit- The Romans might have eafily 
reduced the city, the garrifon being greatly difpirited by the 
death of their governor ; butNarfes, purfuing his principal 
defign, and avoiding every thing that could retard it, pro- 
ceeded on his march, the Goths fuffering him to pafs the 
river undifturbed. He left the Via Flaminia, being in- 
formed that a ftrong body of Goths guarded the narrow 
pafe in the «nount;yns called Petra Pertufa, now the Furlo ; 
and, turning to the left, pdrfued his march towards Rome. 
In the mean tim»TotiIa, having alTeftiblcd all his forces in 
the neighbourhood of th^ city, marched through Tufeany 
tpWfarSs the Apennine, and, liaving reached that mountain, 
^ftflTS^ped at a village called Tagiria, with a defigrt to give 
hattle upon the firft advantage that offered. 
Kb hicll^fcjtrce formed bia camp, when Narfes came to the 
mofimtain, at a fnMldiilancefroin the place which 
li^/^4imorable for the defieai; of the Gauls by Camillus, 
a^yiras i&aUed Bufia GaUproxn^ becaufe the Gauls flain by 

Narfes 



Ojlrogoths 

Narfes, if^on his arrival, difpatched a mefienjorcr to To- 
tlla, aclvifing him ncft to contend with the yvbole llrength of 
the empire, commanding the mciTeijgcrat the tame time, if 
he found rotila refolvcdtupon war, to bid him appoint a^iay 
for a pitched hatdc. “TotWa, wghout betraying the Icaft 
appvehcnfion, told the meffenger, that the difpute mnft be 
decided by the fword ; and that, eight days after, he 
would not fail to meet the Rciiian general. Narfes, fafpe^- 
ing fome defign in this delay, made the ne^efl'ary prep-na- 
tioiis, as if he were ttj fight the day^foiiowing : and aefed 
therein very wifely; for the next dayiTotili advanced with 
his whole army in order ‘of battle.* Narfes h^d in the night 
detached .fifty men to feize on an cmin^*ncc at a fmall dif- 
tantc *, \ifhich they executed accoidingiV. ]?ut Totila, 
equally defirous to gain it, fent feve^ral tl^’tachincnts of 
horfe, one after another, to dillodge them. I'hg Romans 
maintained their ground, and being anlmatc\l !'>y the ex- 
ample of their leader, named Pauf, who behaved with un- 
paralleled bravery, they contfuually repuifed ihc enemy, and 
obliged them to give oVer their attempt, ?hough firfiipeiior 
to the Romans in*number, and fupported by frefn force, 

While both armies Itood waiting the lignal, a Golh, 
named Cocas,* who had formerly ferved in the emperor’s 
army, advancing before' the ranks, challenged any on tlie 
Roman fide to fingle combat. The challenge was readily 
accepted by Anzelas, an Armenian, who ilew his infiilting 
adverlary at the firlt encounter ; and returning to his com- 
])anions, was received with joyful fhouts by the whole army, 
who confidered his fuccefs as an omen of their future vic- 
tory. Totila being informed, that a body of two thoufand 
horfe, whom he had long expeaed, were near at hand, m 
order to gain time, defired an interview with Narfes ; but 
before the place was agreed on where they were to meet, 
the two thoufand horfe joined the army : and then Totrla 
drew off his troops, and ordered them to refreft themfeivds, 
as if he did not intend to engage that day;, it being already 
noon 5 but footf after he fuddenly Icd^them againll the 
enemy, hoping, by fo imexpeaea an onfetfto furprife them. 
However, Narfesj who fufpe6fed Jiis defign, %nd therefore 
had kept his men in battle-array^ received him with grea^ 

'^'"L'JhTrmics flight for fome time with incredible fury; 
but the Gothic horfe being, after an obfiinate conflict, p^t 
to the rout, and retiring in great confufion among the toot, 
their infantry wai^ by that means thrown into fuch d^order, 
that they could- never afterwards rally. Narfes, obfcrvmg 
the enemy’s army thus difordcred^ encouraged his 
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de(|iil|»5)^^poce ^%rt5 which the Gpths not bctng abfe to 
themfelves to flight^ leaving Hx thou^ 
^lid ilt^r^^ah on the ^t. Totila, finding the day irre- 
cpVQrahiy fio<i> attended only by five horfemen ; but 

was purmenj and mortally woundedf by a commander of 
Gepid^e, named Afbades. However, he continued his 
ht till he arrived at a place called Caprae, where he 
ed, ;and had his»wound drefled ; but he expired foou 
and was privately buried by thofe who attended him. 
m Afbades, who gav^ him. the mo/tal wound, did not 
hpow him, the report«of his death was.not believed by the 
Jt^ians, till a*a Gothic wbman having difeovered the place 
where he iwis buric^d, they opened the grave, an|i viewed 
body - 

Totila k jtffily cbmmended by all the wi iters of thofe 
times, ndthnly for his valour, but for his humanity, tem- 
p^iihce, moderation a^d, above all, for his juftice and 
equity^ Upon his accemon to the throne, he found the 
affairs of the Goths in a dcplorAble condition ; but brought 
them, in the eleven years he reigned, almoll to* the fame 
Hate' in which Theodoric had left th«mt Totila, fays 
iPaulus Diaconus, though ^ Goth, lived with the Romiins? 
like a father with his children, without making the leaft al- 
t^tion in their l^s or form of government. Procopius, 
,]^{>ngh a Greeks ‘«nd oonfoqoemly no friend to the Goths, 
not help extolling^ -l/n many occafions, his mildnefs 
,imd vanquilhcd. The fame writer often 

ilO^mends him as a greatlover of juffice and equity. In the 
fralkny cities he reduced, he took particular care that no in- 
felt foould be offered, to the jpomcn ; and even punifhed 
©ne t>f his:oflkdrs with death for abufing the daughter of a 
Roman in Calabna> though he Wqs a man of known valour, 
and the whole intercsedea in his behalf : his eflate, 

which wa^ very confidcrablc, hebeftoWed on, the woman, to 
make for the injury that had been done her. 

in (hort, wrjteroHwho foeak of TotHa, reprefent him 

as a perfon t^^^pd with every good i|ua}!ty becoming a 
prince. V . ".v ^ 

The Got^ who had the gbod fortune to cfcapc the 
feords over the Po, and aflcmbling at 

f>fea#>#arffeinun^^ow Teia for their king. He was 

;\;itefefved%'eftceli|^" the moft vHant men of their 

aOdhad, on feverid occafions, diftinguifhed himfelf 
|is a moR eminent manner. His firft care was to affemble 
whO| after the late defeat, had taken refuge in 
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the feveral forts -Ije von d the Po. Having fecured the trea- x, J 
fure, which his pitdeceflbr had left in.ftnpa, he endea- wZ T 
vourcd to draw the Franks to his a^ilancc by the ofFer of vaintt 
large fum, and by reprefenting to their kii^g, that*, if 
the Romans once recovcrcd^Italy^ they would, in the next 
jj!ace, attempt to drive them out of Gaul, to which they a^ce 
bad no better claim than the Goths had to Italy. But |he 
Franks could not be prevailed upon to ^ffo^d the Goihs any 
ainflancc, choofing rather to feize on Italy /or themjelves, 
than to employ the.V arms in fearing it either to the 
Goths, or the Romans ®. • 

In the mean time Narfes, in/errmed that -the Goths had 
raifed 'Fcja to the throne, and that he, was aiTcynbling his 
coifiurynicn beyond the Po, detached Valerian, with part of 
the army, to watch their motions, and*prev?nt, if polTible, 
their uniting, while he bimfelf marched with Fte reft to- 
wards Rome. On his march, he, made himfelf maftt^r of Naifet 
Narnia, Spoletum, anti Perugia ; and then approaching iakes ffve^' 
Rome, invefted it with his whole arn^y. Totila, before 
the arrival of Narfes in Italy, had burnt great part of the 
city ; and not haying a fuilicient number oi men to guard the 
'wiT«)le circuit of fo extenGve a place, he had furrounded with 
a new wall that part ofitnear Adrian’s tomb, which feemed 
the moft ftrong and defenfible. Into his fortrefs or caftle, 
as we may call it, the Gotlfs reined with their moft valuable 
efre£ts, at the approach of Narfes, leaving but a fmall nuFh- 
ber of men to defend the walls where they feemed weakeft ; 
fo that the Piomans, by the help of fcaling-ladders, entered Narfet 
the city without oppoGtion. Then Narfes invefted the 
caftle, which held out for fome time j but the ga/Hfon, dc- 
fpaiiing of relief, furrendered, upon a proinife that their 
lives fhould be fpared. Thus was Piome once more re- 
covered by the Romans, and the keys were fent again to 
the emperor. 

The Goths, defpairing of being able to maintain them- <jke cruelfj 
felves in Italy, difeharged their rage o« the Roman fe- oj iht 
nators, killing them wherever they fell ♦into their hands. 

Thofe who had been ctonGned by I’otila tefCampania, and 
were now returning to Rofhe, upon the report that the city 
Was in the emperor’s hands^ were all murdered by tji<^ 

Goths quartered in thofe parts. Totila, upon his leaving 
Rome to march againft Narfes, had taken with him, as 
hoftages, the children of the principal Romans, to the 
number of three hundred, and fent them beyond the Poj 
and now Teia ordered them all to be put to the fword. 

® Procop. lib. iv. cap. 34^1 „ 
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At Ac fame time Regnares, a Goth, whcaii commanded rn 
Calabria, cut in pieces fifty Roman foldicrs, who had been 
delivered, to nim as ho|Rages. Tcia, during the fiege of 
Rome, ha4 <feonveyed the greater pas>t of the royal treafures 
to the caftle of Cumae, and fe(!?ured ' it with a flrong gar- 
rifon. Narfes, therefore, detached from Rome a llrong bod^ 
tojbefiege Cumae, and at the fame time another to attempt 
the reduction of CeiTtumcellsef 


^fia But Teia, faaring the royal treafure would fall into the 

^marches to enemy’s hands, refolded at all events to relieve the city of 
relief of Cumce, where it was lodged. Purfuant to this refolution, 
muhered aU his forces; and pafling the Po, diredled his 
$iie Ro* march through Tufeany. Narfes, informed of Mie loutc 

mans, he had taken, dehiched the greater part ol his arm*; to keep 

them at bay, ?iil Ciinice bad fubmitted. But he, taking 
a compafs by the fca-coafl, reached Campania, with- 
out ^“meeting the enen^y. Narfes recalling his forces, 
marched with his whole army into Campania, with a de- 
fign to oblige the Goths, if they attempted the relief of Cii- 
ma.', to come to a general engagement. Both ainiics en- 
camped at the foot of Mount Vefuvius, being parted by the 
river Draco, now Sarno, and continued there two nionrirs, 
Narfes not daring either to pafs the^river, the Goths being 
mailers of the bridge, or retire, lefl they fhould relieve the 
city of Cumx. But at length Ntirfes having ere6led on his 
fide cf the river feveral w^ooden towTrs, from which the 
Goths were galled .Mrith continual ftiowxrs of arrows, and, 
by a fleet fent him from Sicily, cut ofF their communica- 
tion with thefea, they were forced, through want of provi- 
fions, to abandon their camp, and retire to a neighbouring 
mountain, by Procopius called Mons Ladlarius. Thither 
Narfes followed; but not thinking it fafe to attack them, 
he fecured all the avenues leading to the mountain, and 
thus reduced them to fuch difficulties, that they rcfolved to 
put the whole on the iffiie of a battle. 

A hlooJy Purfuarft to this refolutioft, they came down unexpe6l- 
skauis* cdly upon the FiO^ans, and began one of the moft bloody 
battles that evef was fought. The Goths, like men in de- 
fpair, cxeited their utmofl efforts; and the Romans chofe 
rather tb die on the fpot than fhamefuliy yield toan eneniy 
fo much inferor to them in number. During the adlioii 
Tcia exhibited furprifing proofs of valour and condut^l, fuch 
33 equalled him». in the opinion of Procopius, to the moft 
renowned Herpes of antiquity. Apprifed that their alt lay 
at Rake, and that^the fate of Italy depended on the fuceefs 
of Jhat day, he placed himfelf in the firft rank, to encourage 
by bis exajxiple. The Romans difeovering him, 

and 
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ft-nJ knowing would terminate tfie difpute, and, in 

all likelihood, the war, direaed their vfhole force airu nft 
him, fome attacking him with their fpears, and othert dif! 
charging at Imm fliOY?rs of darts and arrows, which hj re- 
ceived on h.s fliicld, killing in the mean time great numbers 
of the enemy who, with all their efforts, were not able to 
make him fubmit, or jiield one inch of ground. Wher?his 
piield was fo loaded with darfs, that he could not eafilv witfld 
It, he called for another, and renewing tin? conllia, made 
a great flaughter ofc the, Romans. Thus he riiifted Iik fliicld 
three times ; but in the third change*, having left hi.s bread 
expofed, he was, in that moment, vvomukd with a javelin, 
and inft^itly died of the Mtound, failing yi the jilace where 
he had^ood from the beginning of the bijttlc, and upon 
heaps of the enemy, whom he had killed with his own 
hiinci. • 


The Romans, feeing him fall, ^ut oiT his bead, and fix- 
ing It upon a long pole, expnfed it to the view of the Goths, 
not doubting that, diflieartened by the fight, they would 
give way; but, notwithftandiiig the death of their king, 
they continued the battle, till, night coming on, both armies 
w?re obliged, to retire. Early next morning they renewed 
the engagement, and fought with iinparalleicd br.ivery, till 
night again parted them. , Gn the third day the Goths, de- 
fpairing of being able to overcome the Romans, fo nipch 
fuperior to them in numbers, ref^lvcd to capitulate. Ac- 
cordingly they fent deputies to Narfes, offering to lay down 
their arms, provided fuch as chpfe to live in Italy fliould be 
allowed to enjoy their eftates and poflelfions without m'o- 
leftation, as fubjedts of the empire ; and thofe who were 
willing to retire elfewhere, flioiild be fulTcrecl to carry off 
all their goods and efFe<Rs. Thefe terms being immediately c^iiht 
ratified by Narfes, and the other commanders of the army, fubmit to > 
the Goths, laying down their arms, either repaired to their the empe* 
refpecRive dwellings in Italy, ^ or, abandoning tl^nt country, 
retired with their eiFe6fs, after having engaged never to bear 
arms againft the Romans p. Thus endec^the dominion of Yr. of FL 
the Goths in Italy, iii the twenty-fixth year; of Jullinlan’s 
reign, the eighteenth of the Gotllic war, and of the Chrif- * 
tian aera 553, after they had reigned fixty-four years in endtf 

country, from Theodoric to Tcia. their domi- 

The Goths, however, who had heen left by Teia in the 
fortified towns, refufing to Hand to the agreement made by 
their countrymen, had recourfe to the Franks, who, think- 
ing this a favourable opportunity of feizingon Italy for theni- 


P Procop. lib. iv. cap, 34, 35, 
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felvcs, promtfed to affift them againft jtl|lRomans to the 
atmoft of thfir power. Accordingly they entered Italyj 
notwithftanding^ their a^li^ince with the emperor, to the 
nunlber of fixty thoufand men, rao^\ of them the fubjeds 
of Theudebald, king of Mttz, under the condud of the two 
brotheis Leutharis and Bucilinus, afierting, that they were 
epme to affift the Goths, but really with a view to make 
tbemfclves malters of Italy, (\dth the affiflance of thofe 
whom they pretended to proted. Narfes, informed of their 
march,^refolved to reouce, if pofTiblo’, before their arrival, 
thofe towns dill held ^y tl^e Goths. Having, therefore, left 
part of his arrfty before Cumse, which city Teia had com- 
mitted to tjie ch:y*gc of his brotlj^^r Aligern, who fefufed to 
deliver it up to the flomans, even after tlie agrcefticnt, ^he 
marched into Tufeany, where the cities of Volatena^, Pifx, 
FsefulcC, sKid feveral others, fubmitted ; but Lucca held out 
with great obfliiiacy, thet- Goths cxpecling to be relieved by 
the Franks: but the march of their pretended allies being 
retarded by the troops which Narfes had font to difputc the 
paflage of the Po, the city, after three months fiege, was 
obliged to furrender. 'By this time Aligern,, being reduced 
to great diUrefs in Cum:e, began to confider> that if tlic 
Franks, who were coming to his affiftance, (hould drive the 
Homans out of Italy, the Goths would be no gainers by 
their vi£tory, finceitwas nett to te doubted but the Franks, 
wfiofe treachery was well known, inftead of reinflating the 
Goths, would fecufe the country in difpute to thcmfelves. 
He therefore judged it more reafonable to deliA’er it to the 
a^ncient owners, than to ftfangers; and accordingly^ open- 
ing .the gates to the Romans, he put them in poficliion of 
the town, and the royal treafure of the Goths. 

There were flill remaining feven thoufand Goths, headed 
by RegnaroSj who had feized on a fort near Capua, called 
Caflinum. Narfes marched againft them with his whole 
army ; but, finding he could not ftorm the place without 
great lofs,Tie refolved to reduce it by famine. The Goths, 
who were plentifftlly fupplied with provifions, held out all 
the winters butf early in the fpring, Regnares demanded a 
conference with Narfes, ‘wbich being granted, he infifted 
jpjjpn fuch unreafonable terms, that the general difmifled him 
with indignation. This affront Regnares refented to fuch 
a degree, that, having gained a hill near the walls, he let fly 
an arrow at Narfes, with a defign to kill him ; but having 
miffed his aim^ the general’s guards fent a fbower of arrows 
after him, by one of which being mortally wounded, he was 
carfkd into the caftlc^ where he died in two days. The 
b^&egedf intimidated by the death of their leader, fubmit- 
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tfjci, upon promife that their lives fliould be fpared. Narfes, 
being admitted iifethe place, granted their lives, agreeably 
to bis promife ; Sut, in order to prevent *their raifing any 
farther difturbance in be fent them all to Coidtan- 

tinople ‘1- As for the Franly>, who had entered Italy un*der 
the condudl: of Leutharis and Bucilinus, their numerous 
army was entirely dedroyed, partly by the fword and partly 
by ficknefs, as we fhall rebt^e at larg^ in a more piopcr 
place ; fo that now all Italy was again brought under lub- 
jc£lion, and united to the eaftern emj^rc, fomc of the Goths 
retiring into other countries, but molt of them remaining 
in Italy, wheie they continued*^ enjoy their lands and 
pofi'eflions. 

l^Iarfeeu who had delivered that country from •the domi- 
nloii of nie Goths, was appointed by»Ju(liv.Hi lo govern 
it as a province of the eadern empire ; and he ruled it ac- 
cordingly, to the great fatisfacfion of the inhabitanTs, till the 
year 568, when he was recalled the emperor Judin II. 
the fuccedbr of Judinian, a1»the iudigation of his wife So- 
phia ; and Longinus was fent fo govcrn*Italy in his room. 
As J.onginus iiitrpdticed a new form of government, we 
flw^l, in a few words, acejuaint the reader with the altera- 
tions he made, and then proceed to the hidory of the Lom- 
bards, with which that of the exarchs, the fucceflbrs of 
Longinus, is infeparably interwoven. The provinces of 
Italy had, ever fince the taTic of Condantine the Great, begn 
governed by confulares, correclores, and prreficlcs, no al- 
teration in the government having been made, either by the 
emperors who reigned after Conjlantine, or by the kings of 
the Goths ; but Longinus being fent to fucceed Narfes, with 
ahfolute powder and auiliority, fupprefled thofe magidrates, 
and in their dead placed, in each city of conlequence, ^ 
vernor, whom he diftingulflied wiih the title of duke. 1 he 
city of Rome was not niore honoured than any other; for 
Longinus, having abclidicd the very name of fenate and 
confuls, appointed a magidratc over that metrojohs, with 
the title of duke, common to the governofs of the other ci- 
ties. Himfelf took the/itle of exarch, wlfigh by the •.creeks 
was given to thofe who prefided over a dioceif , and confe- 
qiiently over the many provinces of which the chocefc was 
compofed. This title was adopted by the fuccdlorsof L*i- 
ginui who refiding, as he had done, at Ravenna, were on 
That account called the exarchs of Ravenna, They governed 
all Italy, naming and removing the dukes at their pleafure^ 
and to them the people had recourfe in all matters of con- 
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2 ^^ W0ory of fhe Lomhnris* 

&qvcncf . Longinus ient by Juftin to rule all Italy j 
but great part of that country, in the firft year of his go^ 
vernment, was fSized on by the Lombards, called in by 
Narfes, as we have already related. This magiftrate main* 
tained the power and authority .of the emperors of the Eaft 
in Italy for the fpace of o' hundred and eighty- three years, 
that is, from the year 563, when Longinus was fent into 
Italy, to the year ^51, whei\ Eutychius, the lafl exarch, 
was expelled, and Ravenna taken, by Aftulphus king of the 
Lombards. W^e lliall pow, therefore, puifuant to our plan, 
refume the hiftory of the Lombards* in which the reader 
will find whatever has bpen tranfmitted to us concerning 
the exarchs, till the taking of Ravenna by Aftulphus, and 
the extinction o£ the exarchate. ^ 

SEC T. II. 

^he Hijlory of the LoM>ards^ from the Death of Clcphis 
to Defiderius^ taken Qaftive by Charlemagne. 

IN the foregoing chapter, we have delivered the hiflory 
of the Lombards, from their original to the d#ath 
of Clephis, the fuccefTor of Alboin, and fecond king of 
Italy ; and fhall now proceed with the hiflory of the other 
princes of that nation, to Defieferius their laft king, taken 
captive by Charlemagne, ’the Lombards, upon the death 
of Clephis, who had treated them with great cruelty, re- 
folved to be no longer governed by kings 5 and accordingly 
Cbofc none for the (pace Af ten years, but during that time 
brM^eok fubjea to their dukes, as we have related before. The 

itto GauL powerful among thefe dukes, uniting their forces, en- 

tered Gaul, and committed dreadful ravages. Gontran, 
king of Orleans, difpatched a conliderable army againfl 
them, under the conduCl of Amatus a patrician ; who en- 
gaged them, but was cutoff with the greater part, of the 
a.rmy. After this^viClory, th^ Lombards ravaged Burgundy 
without control, piade a dreadful flaughtcr of the Burgun- 
dians, who attelfipted to oppofe theifi, and retired, enriched 
with an immfcnfe booty.* Encouraged by this fuccefs, they 
Jttecei*ue ^ r eturned fpon after, and laying the country waftc, advanced 
ffTiat o*ver^ as far as Ebrodunum or Ambrun, where they were oppofed 
by Epnius, called alfo Mummulus, at the head of a ftrong 
th 4 bpdy of Burgundians, who cut them off almoft to a man ^ 

About the year 578, the Saxons, who had attended the 
Lombards into Italy, and were, by an agreement with Al- 

» <7reg. Tur. lib. iy. cap. 36. 
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bolnus, to fhare with him his future conquers, qnnrrcling Th^Saxom 
with their old frieftds and allies, refolved to quit Italv, and a»J Lem* 
return to their own country. They pretend<?d to live quite 
independent of the Lc^mbards, anft in a diilin£t body^ an 
independence which the Ijombagds not confenting to, they 
ieft Italy with their wives and families, and took iheir route 
throiipji Gaul : but Mummulus, one of Gonrraids captains, 
meeting them on the confines, killed a great number, r*ook 
many prifoners, and forced the rell to r^pafs the Alps. 

However, they returned again ; an^ having, with a conlt- 
dcrable fum, purchafed a pailage of .Mummulus, who met 
them at the Rhone, they retreated to their^ ancient lands ; 
but fouii,d them poflclTcd by the Suani^ who, unwilling to 
dispute ^ith them, offered to refign two Hiirds Af their pof- 
fedions. This offer being rejected wdtb im^ignation by the them cut 
vSaxons, a bloody battle was fought, in which twenty thou- h 
fand Saxons were killed, and on the fide of the Suani only 
four hundred and eighty. The Saxons, who remained 
alive, being about fix thoul^nd in number, renewed the en- 
gagement 9 but were again defeated, aftd obliged to fubmit 
to the terms wliich the Suani were plealcd to impofe ^ 

to return to the Lombards : tlirce of their dukes, 
namely Amd, Zaban, and Rhodanus, notwiihflanding the 
defeat their countrymen had lately received in Gaul, burft 
into that country, and, divWing tbemfclves into three bodies, 
defolated it to a great extent : but Mummulus attacking them 
before they could unite their forces, cut great numbers in 
jiieces, and obliged the relt to Quit their booty, and return ap^ctin in 
into Italy. Thither a party of Franks followed them, who GauL 
made thcmfelvcs mailers of a caftle in the neighbourhood 
of Trent, and having killed Ragilo, who came to oppofe 
them, pillaged the countiy to the very gates of Trent, hut 
Ruin, duke of that city, fallying out unexpededly againlt 
them, dcftioyed mofl of them, with their leader Charam- 
iiichis, and purfued tiie refl to the Alps, which they pane , 
leaving their booty behind ? a 

At the fame time the Lombards extended their conquefts JAj 
in Italy, and having defeated the forces o4 the exarch Lon- ^ 
ginus, reduced the cities of Sutrj, Bomarza, Orta, lodi, 

Amelia, Perugia, Luccoli, and fevcral others of lefs im-^ 
portance : but in the mean time Tiberius, wbo had 
ceeded Juftin, dying, Mauritius, who was cbofen in Ins 
room, alarmed at the progrefs the Lombards made m Italy, 
refolved to put a flop to their viaoncs, and if potlible, to 
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drive them out of that country. With this view he re- 
cUled Longinus, whom he judged unaijual to fuch an un- 
dcrtaking, anii fefit Zamaragdus, a perfonof great prudence, 
and well fkilled in military affairs. ^ Zamaragdus lauded at 
Ravenna with a confiderablc ai;my ir the beginning of the 
y^ear 584, and taking the field early in the fpring, furprifod 
Broxillus, now. Briffello, a place of great ffrtugth on the 
Pcy. He likewife pl;evailcd up,on Droclulf, an olijcer of ex- 
perience, to revolt from the Lombards, who had raifed him, 
though by natfbri a Sv^evian, to the rank of a duke, and to 
bring over with him a confiderablc* number of men. At 
the fame time Mauritius,, wncerting other meafures to de- 
liver Italy from the yoke of the Lombards, had recourfe to 
Childebcrfcj king* of the Franks, and with a larg^fum pre- 
vailed upon Ivm to engage in the war againft the Lom- 
bards. 


This confederacy, and the great preparations made both 
by Zamaragdus and ChMdebert, alarmed the Lombards to 
fuch a degree, that apprehendkig they jfliould not be able to 
withfliand two fuck powerful enemies, fo long as 'they con- 
tinued divided into fo many petty kingdqmSi they refolvcd 
to rellore their ancient form of government, to fubmit again 
to the authority of a fiiigle perfon, and commit to his care 
V f FI the whole management^of lb dangerous a war. Purfuant 
refolution, they affembled in 585, apd unanimoully 
A. P. 585« Autharis, the fon ofClephis, to the throne. Autha- 

■■ — ris, with his valour and prudence, fo effablifhed the kingdom 
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of the Lombards, that notwithffanding the utmofi; efforts 
of the Roman emperors, i^!: luffed for the fpace of two hun- 
dred years. He had no fooner mounted the throne than he 
undertook the recovery of Briffello, refolved, as it was a 


retakes 


place of the utmoft importance, to force it out of the ene- 
my’s hands. Dro£tulf, who was in the town, and expedfed, 
if he were taken, to be treated with the utmoff fevei ity by 
the Lombards, made fuch a vigorous defence, that the fiegc 
continued^a long time ; but %rhc garrifon being reduced to 
great extremity, Drodfulf found means to withdraw in the 
iiight, and repai|^ fo Ravenna. Autharis, being thus mafter 
of the place,j^ difmantled it, that it might no longer ferve 
as a place of refuge to the enemy, in cafe it fhouldfall again 
ini9 their hands. After the redudlion of Briffello, be put 


his troops into winter-quarters, the feafoh being already far 
advanced, and employed himfclf till the following fpring, 
pardy in fettling the affairs of the kingdom, and partly in 
making the neceffary preparations for the enfuing cam- 
paign . 
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In the firft: place he took upon him the name of Flavius, 
nnd ordered it to be^ufed, in imitation oi^thc Homan em- 
perors, by all the Lombard kinp^s his fucceffors. In the His com* 
lecond .places confideri»[^ that the cfiikes, who for ten y#nrs *o- 
had ruled with abioluft power o^cr their refp4‘6live duke- 
d^oms, would rtot willingly part with aH their authority, he 
allowed them to continue in their j^ovc/nments ; but obl^g^ 
cd them to contribute one m#ietv of their revenues towards 
the maintenance and fupport of his royal dignity. He re- 
ferved to himfelf th(j fuprerne doi^rinion and authority, 
and took an oath of the duivcs, that #111 time of war they 
M ould chearfully aHilt him to tTw utinofl their power- 
"fhough l^e could remove the dukes at his pleafure, yet he 
c]e|»rived'^ione of their dukedoms, c\'cept*in calcs of trea- 
fon, nor gave them toothers but \vhen*their^nalc ifliie fail- 
cti -And this was the origin of the fiefs inJtaly(P). 

Having fettled matters with the d^kes in the manner we 
have related, he enacHcd feveral wholefome and fcafonahle 
Javi^s againfl theft, rapine,* murder, adultery, and other 
crimes, which at that time prevailed aAong his luhjccl:s. 

He was the firft of the' Lombard I;ings, wIjo, renouncing 
Pa^anifm, embraced the Chriiliari religion; and his exam- Heem* 
pic was follo^^ed by moO: of his fubjedts ; hut as they were i>raccs tin 
all inflrudfcd by Arian bifliops, they continued long infc£led 
with that herefy ; which c^ceaHoned great difpiiTcs between 
them and the orthodox bifliops of the cities fubjcdl to thfir 
dominion. 

V/ Paul. Diac. lib. iii. cap. S. Sigo^ de Reg. Ttak lib. i. Rcgin. 

lib, i. p 517. 

(?) Some have imagined, owing to the Lombards, who 
that fiefs were firfl introduced giive them a cerram and regulaV 
by the Lombards, and, in imi- torm ; fothat, among all other 
tation of them, adopted by nations, fuccelfions, acquifi- 
other nations*; but they are tions, inveftituies, and eve^ 
certainly mi fiaken in this con-* thing clfe^ relating to fiefs, 
ie«^ture,fmce it is manlfefi from were regulated by the cufioms 
Aimonius (i) and Gregpry of and laws *0*' the Lombards. 

Tours (2), that fiefs had been Hereupon a ne\y body of lavva 
introduced into Gaul by the fprifng up, which were called 
Franks fomc years before the feudal laws, and fill areg^in 
reign of Autharis, who firft fome provinces of Italy, efpe- , 
efiablifhed them in Italy. All daily in the prefent kingdom 
the cufioms and laws which of Naples, the chief part of the 
were afterwards introduced .and junfprudcnce. 
publifhed concerning fiefs, are 

(i) Aimon. lib, i. cap , 14. (») Greg. cap. 45. 
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The Hi/iory of the Lombards^ 

Authans, having fettled the alFairs of his kingdom dur- 
ing the winter, received news early in^ihe fpring thatChil- 
debert, Idngtof t‘he Franks had, purfuant to his agreement 
wl^h the emperor Mau^titius, pafied the Alps at the bead of 
a powerful,, army. Being welhaiTurtd that he had not fuf- 
ikient ftrength to withirand him in the field, he ordered 
hts dukes to provide their cities with firong garrifons, and 

wait within theif^ walls thcrirrival of the enemy, lending, 
alfthe fame time, ambalTadors to Chi Id chert, with rich pre- 
{ents» to fue for peaca*. This condudl was attended with 
t^ie defired fuccefsi^for Childebert, confidcring it would 
prove a veiy tedious ami tiilUcult undertaking to hefit-ge fo 
many cities^ accepted the prefents feiu by Autjiaris, and 
returned home. • Of this retreat the emperor ^Maurkius 
loudly complj*}ned,‘ and reproaching Chiklehert with breach 
of faith, infilled upon his returhing the money he had re- 
ceived, amounting toiifty ihoufand foiidi, for making war 
wpon the Lombards, if lie did not, within a time prefixed, 
perform his engagements. Ch*ildebert, unwilling to refund 
the money, and, oh the other hand, thinking himVclf hound 
in honour to perform fome remarkable fervice in favour of 
his ally, worthy of fo large a fum, raifed another numerous 
army, and having fuppliedthem ^ith every thing neeeiTary 
lor the expedition, ordered them to march, under the con- 
dufi: of his bed g^nerals^ into‘ Italy. Autharis had for- 
merly declined a battle, anti, acling only defenfively, had 
k^pt his troops within the fortified towns ; but now, confi- 
dering that if he fliould Ikwc the good fortune to crufii fo 
powerful an enemy, otheV nations, as well as the Franks, 
would be thereby deterred from invading his dominions, he 
refolved to alter his condu£l, and meet the enemy in the 
open field. "W ith this view he muftered all the forces he 
had, and having encouraged them with an animating 
fpcech, marched In quell of the enemy, and olFered them 
battle. The challenge being accepted by the Franks, a 
bloody engagement enfued, jn which both armies fought 
with inexprellible fury ; but the Franks were, in the end, 
utterly defeated.* ‘The Lombards ptwfued them with great 
daughter, and obliged tl^em to take refuge among the bar- 
ret! mountains, where moft of ihem perilhed "with hunger 
jurfi cold ; lb that very few retJfed to their own country. 

Childebert, to revenge the lofs o^this army, fent another 
und^r the conduct of Anduald, Qlo, and Cedi n us, three 
generals of tried valour, and long experience in war. Olo 
faW fiege to a ftrong callle called Bilitio, where he was 
kilted with an arrow, and moft of his men cut off in a fally 
took fome ftrong places inCifal- 
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pme Gaul, now Lombardy. And Anduald, advancine as 
far ns Verona, laid fcme open towns in afhes, carrying with 
him the inhabitants into captivity, contral-y ta the articles 
of the treaty between lym and the* emperor; but in ,thc 
mean time violent difkmptys beginning to ragp among*thc 
liranks, occahoncd by the hot fealon and want of proviHons, 
and the Lombards remaining within their Ibrtihcd towns 
the generals of the Franks ijioiight prpper to retreat, M 
the Lombards ihould fall upon them after their army had 
been confiderably weakened by the ididempers that daily 
fwept ofi' great numbers. On their^rcturn they were re- 
duced to fuch mifery, that theyVvere forced firft to fell 
their cloaths, and at lad their arms, topurchalfe provifions 
Aiyharis^ thus delivered from all feared fo p^werinl au 
enemy, refuived to employ his whole drengith in fubduing 
fuch provinces of Italy as were ilill poiTeded hv the Ro- 
mans. He had already conquered all the hither Italy, ex- 
cept the dukedom of Home, and Piic exarcliate, which was 
at that time gdvenied by Romanus, who had fucceeded 
Zamaragdus, and comprifed fhc prefeht Bologncfe, Ro- 
magna, the duchy of Urbino, and great part of Picenum, 
Xioy^*La Marca. The provinces which ctnillitute the pre- 
feiit kingdews^f Naples, were ilill in the hands of the Ro- 
mans, the chief cities being governed by their dukes, who 
were all immediately unde» the exarch : but the mod power- 
ful among them, namely, the \iukes of Naples, Surrenio, 
Amalfi, Tarento, and Gaeta, dCjfpifing the exarchs, ruled 
with the mod abfolute power, m 

As thefe provinces lay at a grt/t didance from Pavia, the 
royal feat of the Lombards, and could receive fpeedy fuc- 
coursby feain cafe they were attacked, the emperors kept 
but fmall garrifoiis in the cities, being obliged to employ 
all the forces they could fpare in the Perfian war, which 
was a heavy burthen upon them at the fame time.^ Of this 
circumdance Autharis was well apprifed ; therefore, leav- 
ing Rome and Ravenna behiad him, wh^h wci^^ defended 
by numerous garrifons, he, in the fprin^ of the year 589, 
appointed his troops tp rendezvous at Spoietum, and, pre- 
tending to march elfewhere, turned all on 1 fudden, and 
entered Samnium, which province, together with the city 
of Beneyento, he reduced alniod without oppofition. En- 
couraged by this fuccefs be over-ran all Calabria. Advanc- 
ing as far as Rhegium, on the fartheft point of Italy, he 
rode into the fea, and driking with his lance a pillar that 
(iood near the fhore, ** Thus far (faid hej (hall the bounds 

» Greg, Turn lib. iv. cap. 47- PaidvDiac. lib. iii. cap. 9* 
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of tli€ Lombards extend.* . 0 n his return intoSamnium he 
reduced that provmce to a dukedom, fiiipointing Zoto, or 
0otto, firft (fuke of Benevento, which he made the metro- 
' polis of Samnium. Thhs, to the two famous dukedoms of 
Friuli and Spoleto, was ^dded*a third, which, in procefs 
of time, became as much fuperior to the other two, as they 
exceeded the other ^ukedoms of Italy. Autharis, after the 
reSu6fion of Sarnnium, refolv<ed to carry the war into the 
ca:archatc, anc]^ the dukedom of Rome; but apprehend- 
ing he might be diverted by ChUdebert, king of the 
Fianks, from purfuin^^ his conquefts, be endeavoured to 
conclude a pca/:e with fo troublefome and powerful an ene- 
my. Accordingly^ he difpatched ambafladors to ^Gontran, 
ttttcle to thildebert, hoping, by his mediation, Jay <the 
foimdations of a lading pacification with the king of the 
Franks. ^Gontran readily interpofed ; but Autharis did not 
HVe to fee the fuccefs of jhe mediation, being in the mean 
time taken off by poifon. 

died in Pavia cn the^thi^teenth of September 590, 
after having reignecl about fix years; but’ the author of his 
death was never known Autharis had married Theude- 
Hnda, the daughter of Garlbalcl king of the Boioariae*:.; 
but as he had no children by her, the LombafJs, upon in- 
telligence of his death, aflerabled in Pavia to choofe a new 
king; but, being divided in opinion, they referred the whole 
afftiir to Tlreucklinda, harfin'g firft agreed among themfelves, 
that the perfon flie fliould' ehoofe of the dukes for her huf- 
band, fhould be invclted with the royal dignity. I'hat ex- 
cellent princefs, to fliew hlrfelf worthy the confidence they 
repofed in her, after having confulted the wifefi: men of 
tlW nation, by their advice, bellowed herfeif and kingdom 
on Agilulf duke of rurin, a perfon of extraordinary merit, 
and nearly related to the hte king. Her choice b^ing ap- 
plauded by the whole nation, Agilulf, after his marriage, 
was crowned king of the Lombards in a full afiembly held 
at Milan itr the n\onth of May, 591. 

in the firft year^of his reign died Zotto, the firft duke of 
Benevento, of v^^iom we find nothing in hiftory worthy of 
notice, except* his plundering and deftroying the famous 
moaaftery of Monte Cafino, built about fixty years before 
bfSt. Beoedi^l, and already wonderfully enriched with the 
donations of feveral princes*. Upon his death, Agilulf 
appointed Arechis, coufin to Gilulphus duke of Friuli, to 
A&eed him in the dukedom of Benevento. The dukes, 

If Paul. piac. lib. iii. cap. 18. ‘ a Greg. Mag. Dial. lib. ii. 

DeNcke ChfoUvCafin. lib* i. cap. z. 

according 
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according to the regulations introduced by Autharis, cotdd 
only in cafes of treJfoii be deprived of tj^eir dukedoms 
and, upon their death, they were fucceeded h\ their male 
iflue, if the king judgec> them capaole of fo great a coiii- 
maiul. If the duke died without ilFIue male, the king 
at^iberty either to choofe another in his room, or to ftip- 
prefs the dukedom ; and indeed fever^l dukedoms were 
fuppreffed by the prefent king*, thedukas having attempted 
to fhaltc ofF all dependency, and to ufiirp an at>l’olute power 
in their refpe^live diftr^s. The exahnple of Agilulf was 
followed by his fucceflbrs, who, declining to appoint new 
dukes in the room of thofe who died withoyt iilue male, 
reduced, bf degrees, the dukedoms to a v^ry fmall^ number. 
Dining tht government of Arechis, whieli lulled for the 
fpace of fifty years, the bounds of the tluketTom of Bene- 
vento vfere greatly extended ; fv^r, at that princcis death, 
they reached on one fide to the citj^ of Naples, and on the 
other to Siponcum, at the ^foot of Mount Gargauus, in 
Apulia. , * , 

But to return to Agilulf : he w^as, foon after his eledion, 
perfuaded by rheuilcliiida, who had been brought up in the 
c.ttHfcdvc igligion, to renounce the errors of Arius ; and his 
example wa’s'^^'iibllowcd by great numbers of his fubjcdTsi 
fome of them abjuring Paganifm* and others the dottrinc 
of Arius, to embrace the oi*lhodpx faith. Hence I heude-* 
linda is much commended by Gregory the Great, who iif- 
feribed to her the four books of Lives of the Saints, 
which he had compolcd. She clone all that lay in her 
power to induce Autharis, her full huli-aurl, lo prok fs the 
Catholic faith ; but to no purpofe, that prince jeiuGng to 
quit the religion in which he bad been educated Agi- 
lulf, in the third year of his reign, was forced to turn liis 
arms ao^ainll his own Cv^untrymen; for Minult:, du^c of 
the iflaiid of St. Julian, and Gaidulf, duke of Lergamo, 
revolting, claimed an abfolute authority in their reipec- 
tive diftrias. Agilulf marchdl againft tljpcm, a«d having 
found means to get Minulf into his pow^y, he put him to 
death, becaufc he had formerly revolted to^bc tranks, and 
joined Childebert in the irruption be made nifo Italy. He 
befieged Gaidulf in the city of Bergamo j but upon hi«^- 
ing for peace, and fubmitting, he was received again 
favour. About the fame time Ulfaris, another dukc,^ but 
of what place, we are not told, refuGng to acknowl^ti^ 
authority of Agilulf, raifed great difturbances, which weiT 
quelled not without bioodflied ; yet, Uifans not only ob- 

h Diac, libf vir cap* *• • i ; 
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tdikied 1118 pardotii but was confirmed by the king in hU 
dukedona. , 

While fhfe arms of Agilulf were thus employed againO 
the rebellious dukes, ftoraanus* w^io had fucceeded Zama- 
ragdus in the exarchatCf feizrtig fo*" favourable an opportu- 
nity, broke the truce which he had lately made, and fur- 
pjriicd fcveral cities belonging to the LombaiM<s. In co!)fc- 
quence of thefe hoftilitics, *the king, alTembling all hlf, 
forces, march-d againft the exarch, who, at his approach, 
retired to Ravenna, leaving fmall g?rrifons in the towns lie 
had taken. Upon Inis retreat, Agilulf eafily recovered tlie 
cities he had- feized. •f'erugia alone held out for fomc 
time, beinjg defen^ied by Mauxifius duke of the place, who 
bad delivered it*to the Romans*, but at length, city*'was 
forced to fur/ender. Maurifius attempted to make his cf- 
cape ; hiit was taken, and, by the king^s order, defftived of 
Kfc. From Perugia Agdulf marched into the Roman duke- 
dom, and, having laid it waftc, encamped with his army 
at a fmall diflance from th^ city; but Theudcliijda, at the 
Carneft requeft of (Jregory the Great, then bifhop of Rome, 
prevailed upon her huiband to grant a peace to the inhabi- 
tants of that city, and retire The prifoners taken hf'fhe 
Xtombards on this occafion, were all ranfoiilreti by Gregory 
the Great, the other catholic bifhops generoufly contiibiu- 
ing to fo good a work 1^ Sicily, Stephen, fent from Con- 
ftuntinople to guard thecoafts of that illand, committed fuch 
rapine, fo many a£fs of iiolence and injuftice, that the re- 
cital of them could barely be contained, fays Gregory the 

Great, in one volume, li peace was foon after concluded, 

tmtludes a by means of this prelate, between Agilulf and the exarch 
Callinicus, who, upon the death of Piomanus, had been 
^^JLomatis from Conftantinople to fucceed him in his government 
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At the fame time Theodebert, the fucceflor of Childe- 
bert, was perfuaded, not only to conclude a peace, but to 
enter into an alliance, with the king of the Lombards. This 
peace with the iR^omans and Franks proved very feafonable ; 
for, foon after, t^hree of the dukes, rebelling, raifed great 
difturbances in •the kingdom, and gave rife to a civil war. 
Thefo were Eangrulf deke of Verona, Gaidulf or Gandulf 
^ Bergamo, and Warnecaut a third duke, but of what 
we are not told. Agilulf, marching againft the confe- 
them entirely; and, having taken thefe chiefs 
ordered all three to be put to death, in order to 

e ;cr tW Other dukes from following their example. While 
<^g3g€d in this domeftic war, the exarch Caliinicus^ 

V-' . * ■ , ' _ 

' Mag. lib. ar. ep. be lib. via. ep. so. 
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jn manifcft breach of the treaty, which had been lately 
concluded, furprifecFthe city of rarma, in which he found 
a conhderable treafure, and took the king^s daughter, and 
Jier hufband Godefcalk* prifoners. * This breach of faith Tkc.vfiw 
in the exarch provokec?thc king o^the Lombards to fuch a wir/^ 
decree, that he refolvcd to purfue the war, wdiich had been 
thus begun by the Romans, with the ^itrnoft vigour, aijd * * 
not to lay down his arms tiU he had driven them, if pof- 
fible, entirely out of Italy. Purfuant to thisfefolution, he 
entered into an allian(;e with ChagaA king of the Avares, 
who undertook to make a powerful diverfion in Thrace, 
while Agilulf carried on the war fk Italy. , 

Ihe kin^ of the Lombards, having ’'raffed a confiderablc 
army, a:i*i finding that the exarch declinecf meeting him in 
the field, marched from Milan, where bis tToops had af- 
fembled, to Cremona, wdiich he invefled on all fid^s. The 
Roman garrifon made a vigorous rgfillance ; but defpairing 
of relief, were obliged, after having held cut for a month, 
to furrender the place, wdiicfi, the kin^g’s orders, Vas le- 
velled with the ground. From Cremona he led his army, from^vhm 
reinforced by a body of Sclavi, fent him by bis ally the king 
oftW.Ajire3, againfl: the cities of Padua and Mantua, which 
were bStTT plundered, and laid in afhes, the garri- 

foiis being allowed to retire to Ravenna, and the inhabi- 
tants to withdraw. Whild AgUulf thus purfued his con- 
quefts in Italy, Chagan, invading* Thrace, committed drea«. 
ful ravages. Having over-run tliat province, and Moefia, 
he appioached the imperial city yith his numerous army; 
a circumllance which alarmed thp inhabitants to Inch a de-‘ 
gree, that they thought of quitting Europe, and reliring 
with their valuable effedds to Chalcedoii, and other places 
in Afia. In the mean time, Chag.m was obliged to retreat 
by a plague, which broke out in his army, and carried off 
feven of his fons in one day. Upon his departure, he offer- 
ed to releafe all his prifoners, of whom he had twelve thou- 
fand. at a crown a head ; but* his offer ^eing rtjeaed by 
Mauritius, who was a prince of a nariow' parfimomous 

temper, Chagan, 'in gneat indignation, ordered all the cap- 
tives to be put to the fword. During this wa| died the cic- 
arch Callinicus, who had firft begun it ; and m his room 
was fent Zamaragdus to govern Italy a fecoftd time. wRh 
orders from the emperor to releafe the king s daughter, with 
her hufband, and to reftore the whole treafure that 
been feized by his predeceffor in the city pf P®™*' ^ 

this generous behaviour, Agilulf was 
grant the Romans a truee from the month of Septemhw 

till the following April *. 

.Creg.lib.if..p.S35 
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; ^ truce, Agilulf^i having aflembled the chiti 

the nation at Milan, declared, tiii their preftnce, his 
Adaluald, of, as others call him, Aldonald, yet an in. 
tapt, his colleague, aAd caufed li^ni to be crowned in t!i« 
^pen circu^ with great folemnity. After this ceremony, the 
peace was renewed with Theodebert, king of the Franltb 
whofc antbafladors were prefent at the inauguration of the 
ybung prince, and. a perpetual league concluded between 
the two nations. The truce with the Romans bein'*- ex- 
pired, the Lombards* began hoftilities, feizing on the two 
important polls of Ojjbiturn aiul Balneoregium ; but the ex- 
arch, with twelve th()ur.^*.Kl folidi, prevailed upon the khi^ 
to reftore them, and# to renew the truce for a ys'ar, which 
the king Employed in cmbcllifliing and ' fortifyii:^^ Feriani, 
till that time tiii intonfidcrable village, hut conveiiiently H- 
tuated on the Po, ^d on that account furrounded by Airj- 
lulfwith walls, and beautified with fevcral ftatelv build- 
inga; by which means it became, by degrees, one of the 
moft confiderable cities in^thbfe parts, and has continued 
Rich ever nnce. fn the mean time the tiucc between the 
Ung and the exaroh expiring, Zainaragdus prevailed upon 
the king to renew it for three years longer. . « 

Notwithftanding this truce, the inhabitaijJi/wMc.aly did 
not enjoy the trantjuility they had promifed thcmfelves ; 

Cacanus,. king of the Hunss, leaving Pannonia, made 
ajudden irruption into the'dukedom of Friuli, which he ra- 
vvpged with fire, and fword. Duke Gilulf, having drawn to- 
letlwr a body of forces, parched out againft him; but in 
^the b^tle tbatenfued, overpowered by the enemy, and 
off vsiith moft of his men. Cacanus, elated with this 
^dtory, befieged Forum Julii, the metropolis of the duke- 
dom, which was betrayed by Romilda, the deceafed duke’s 
widow, upon Ilia promifing to marry her ; for Ihe is faid to 
have been t»j)tivated by the comelinefs of the young prince 
in feeing from' the walls; but he, inftead of perform- 
ing his p«pinife,,^caufed her- to be put to an ignominious 
death, after having abufed her himfelf, and caufed her to 
in like mMi^er abufed'^ feverak, of his foldiers, to gra- 
fafy, as he f^ her vicjous inclination. 1 he duke’s fons, 
^to, Cacp, and Grimoald, found means to make 

tmir but the latter, being yet a child, 

ms overtaken by Tome of the enemy’s horfe, and delivered 
of one of them, while the others purfued the 
1 . while the llunn' rode before him leading his 
^wdiknly gave him fuch a blow on the head with 

fpoti and then riding 
fpeod^ <^rtooh hi$ blothcfd^ and, together with them, 

reached 
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reached a heighbo^ng caftle. The Hunns, hpon their de- T/ 5 «V «■«. 
parturc^ earned them all the inhabitants who had ^(y n lAe 
fallen into their hands, pretending, that the^ dcfigned to 
allot them lands in Panaonia ; but Having reached the oon- 
fines, they put all the*men*to th^ fword, anc^ carHed the 
women and children into captivity ^ 

While the Hunns were thus ravaging the dukedom of 
Friuli, great difturbances hajfpened in ‘Ravenna. Joannes 
liCmigius, who had been fent by the emperor Pferaclius to 
fucceed Zamaragdus ip the exarchatl, levying heavier taxes 
on the people than they had formerly paid, the multitude 
rifing, broke into the palace, anef^tore the ejwrch to pieces, Theexarck 
together Tyith the judges, whom he h:\jLl aflembjed for the 
adininiftr#tion of juftice. When intelligence oV this mu- 
tiny w-as brought to Naples, Joannes CdmpoTinus, who go- 
verned* that city for the emperor with the titIc«of duke, 
thought he could not have a mojjp favourable opportunity 
of (baking ofF all dependence, and making himfelf abfolutc 
lord of the city committed to h;s charge. Accordingly/Sc rhtduhof 
caufed himfelf to be acknowleged by tite inhabitants for Ifaplts re* 
th^ir prince, and provided the city with a ftrong garrifon, 
i30>dgubfing but forces would foon be difpatched againft 
him eiifirei ■!?! Ym Ravenna or Conftantinople. Heraclius, 
upon the firft intimation he received of the murder of the 
exarch, and the rebellion bf the duke, appointed Eleuthc- 
rius, his chamberlain, a perfon greatly efteemed for his pili- 
dence and valour, to fucceed Ilrmigius in the exarchate, 
enjoining him to appeafe themuwny in Ravenna, and then 
march, with all the troops un/er his command, againft 
Compofinus, the rebellious duke of Naples. FJeUtberius, 
arriving at Ravenna, puniflicd thofe he found guilty of the 
murder of bis predect iFor with death; and having thus 
quelled the tumult, fet out or his march for Naples, vidth 
all the troops he could affemble. He took his route through 
Rome, where he was received with demonftration$ of joy 
by the inhabitants, who were* greatly at^ched to the em- 
perors, and bore an implacable averfion the Lombards. 

From Rotne the exarch purfued his march tb Naples where //ap/ei re* 
he was for fome time vigoroufly oppofed by the garrifon i 
but having reduced the city, he put the duke to death, ajd 
appoiming another in his room, returned to Ravenna*. deoA* 
During 'thefe difturbances, Agilulf died in the twenty- 
fifth ycat of his reign. He was the firft of the Lombard 
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followed bv gtcat nurabera oiF his fubjefts, the Lom- 
became kit odious to the inhabitants of anc 
tb4iir g^emment mojfe tolerable^ By the advk« of hit 
qfuecjiThjeiidelinda, be rebuilt the churches which had beer 
dcjlroyed in the former wars, r^aired the monafterias 
atid eni^kbed both with large polTemons 
' AgiWf was fucoeeded by«his fon Adaluald, whom ht 
had taketl fonje years before for his colleague. As he was 
ftiJl very young, he fudered himfelf to be governed by his 
mother beudelinda„ who applied hcrfelf wholly to works 
of piety and rfligioiii fo‘that, during his reign, the Lom- 
bards enjoyed profound tranquility. But great dyiurbancei 
happened* in tire exarchate ; for Eleutherius th^ exarch j 
,ekted with tlfe fuCcefs that had attended him agairift the 
duke of Naples, and forgetting that virtue and'inod*?ration, 
I9td|ich till then had reco|nmended him to the efteem of the 
lOTpcilDt and all the Romans, began to entertain thoughts 
dlp^fnrping the fovereigntjr oV Italy. The great diftance 
Iwh/teh' him and* the emperor, the authority he had in 
thofe patts^ and tjie war with the Saraoens, in which the 
timperor was then engaged, afForde|l him, he thoijgh|;5rp4^ar 
vQurabletipporruhity of accomplilhing his " riaving, 

.therefore, in the firft place, gained the afFe£i:ion of the fol* 
dJery by feveral popular afis of condefcenfion, Sut, above 
ah, by paying their arrears, which had been long due, 
he rcfolved to fet out fof Rome with his whole army, and 
caufe himfelf to be acknoWlegcd king of Italy. He was en- 
couraged to this jjtep, by fie news he received of the death 
of Deuid<idit, bifhop of that city ; for he thought that, while 
the people were bufied in the ele£lion of a fuccefTor, he 
might, with great cafe, feize on the city, and then influence 
the eled^icm, fo as to have one of his own friends raifed to 
that fee. 3ut on his march he was informed that Boni- 
face, the ^Hiof that name, was already ele£ted ; a circuni- 
ilance wbkh Ob^ged him tocher bis meafures : for having 
commandfiNi iAc army to halt, he made a plaufible fpcccb, 
inveighing agakift tne diforders and /abufes whlqli then 
prevailed^ pfomifed to#*cdrefs all grievances to thw fatif- 
ta^ibn, and alTared them of his favour and prote£I;ion. 

^ ikayiiig' by bis fpeech attached them, as he imagined, to 
hts inten^, he openly affumed the title of king; telling 
themt ^ that fie was marching to Rpme, in 

there, as in the moft proper place, with 
the at 




the 



ttf the 

the conduct ^thcir general } but did not, however, openly 
oppofe It tdl^,me*day8 after, when, arriving at Luccoli, 
they began to 'Mutiny: no longer confidJrlng Eleutherius 
as their general, but as j traitor andufurper, they ficw hln,, 
and lending his head to the, emperor at Conftaijtinople, re- h 
turned to Ravenna *. Heraclius appointed Ifaaccius, a pa- 
trician, to govern Italy in his room. In the beginning of 
his adminiftration, Crregoryj^ patnciai^*, who governed for 
the emperor in thofe parts, pretending great kindnefs for 
Tato, the young duke of Friuli, invited the youth to Opti- 
gerium, where he refiaed,in order to^ adopt him, as he pre-- 
tended, for his fon. Tato, not lOifpedting the leaft trea- 
chery, immediately complied w;th the invitation, taking 
witt him^his fecond brother Caco, and feveral*other per- 
fons of diftindion ; but they had no •foontr entered the Tht trea^ 
town, {Jian Gregory, having caufed the gates to be (hut, or- 
dered hisinen to attack them. The two brothersj^and their 
followers, defended thcmfelves fo} fome time with great 
courage, killing great numhcirs of the aggreflbrs ; but being 
purfued from ftreet to ftreet, ovtrpowerett with multitudes, 
and quite fpent, th.ey were in the end all cut off. Gregory, 
hy ^is ii^uman piece of treachery, hoped to make himfelf 
Aalter^vir ..whole duchy, the two remaining brothers, 
Rodoaldvaad’ Orimoald, being very young. But their unqic 
Grafulf, iiijEbrmed of whatthad happened, haitened to Fo- 
rum Juluji^ij^d taking upon himfblf the adminifibrationy con* 
trived matters fo Ik'ilfully, that Gregory thought it prudent 
to make no farther attempts. Glalulf kept the dukedom 
for himfelf j and the two brothers, Rodoald and Grimoald, 
not thinking themfelves fafe while in his power, fled to 
Arechis, the fecond duke- of Beneventum, by whom they 
were kindly received, and entertained in a manner fuitable 
to their rank 

In the eighth year of Adaluald’s reign, Eufebius was 
fent by the emperor Heraclius, with the chara£ler of ani- 
baflador, tp conclude a lafling peace witl^ the king of the 
Lombards, and to fettle other affairs of great importance. 

He, hiiving gained the^onfidence of the Icisig, either of his 
ovip^fuggeftion, or in compliance jwdth his private inflruc- 
tioiis, presented him, as he came out of the bath, with a 
draugh|| which foon deprived him of the ufe of his fenfts, 
and bn&bt him to a kind of melancholy madnefc. While 
he was^^Jp this condition, Eufebius, pretending that, his 
entered into a confpiraev againft him, advi^d hill^ 

Iso among them to de^. , king 

kJdmiWd. 
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lifclAdviee,; atld iijamcdiat^fy twelve of the, 

%l|tef tiobilitf ta^iilbumarily maffac^efi; a^^tfage which 
Matined the feft^tofuch a degree, that taking tip arms, they 
t^iidfioved both hiin and his ihotheF Theudelinda from the 
gqyernmen!^ and raifedrto tht thrdne Ariovald, duke oi 
Turin, who had married Guiideberg, the fitter of AdalauW. 
Tbfs revolution oc^afioned great difturbances among the 
Lombards, and rent*their kingdom into two parties. Ario- 
fild was fupp«rted by^the^nobles, who had depofed Adalu- 
ald^ and all the birtiops beyond the Po, who earnettly en- 
d^voured to gain the r^ to their party. On the other 
Mnd Honoriuc, bilhop dTRomc, efpoufed with great zeal 
the caufe pf the^ depofed king, and left no ttoner unturned 
to get him reftored to the throne, incited thereto by®the 
togard he had Tor Theudefinda, to whofe piety the catholic 
religion <^as highly indebted, and ^y his averfion tO Ario- 
rald, who held the tenets of Adus, and had been,brought 
tip in that perfuafion. tie found means to gain Ifeaccius, 
the exarch, over to^his party, $nd prevailed upon him to join 
the friends of Adaluald with all the troops under his com- 
mand. He lifcewife compelled the bifhops who had, efpoufed 
the caufe of Ariovald, to abandon that prihfefe,'- at|d Mediate 
tor Adalu|tld : hut notwithftan-ding the e^rts both 

Kill "the nope and the exarch, Ariovald marnt^f^ himfelf 
Oh the tlVtohe 5 Adaluald dying feafonablyi^fthne fay of 
pSifdh, an end Was put to the domettih.;tmdbles that 
^threatened the kingdom #5 the Lombards with total deftruc- 
:tton h Tb^uddlhda vi-a^fo attested with the misfortunes 
of her fon, that flie'fell t-nto a confumption, which in a 
%irt time brought her to the grave. She was a princefs no 
"ISls commendable for her exemplary piety than for the ex- 
cellent endowments of her mind, and worthy, on account 
of both, to be ranked among the moft illuftrious women re^ 
corded in lilftbry* 

^ Ariovam;toig|C.d nine years after the death of Theude- 
linda^, dtinl^ wtorh time the Lombards exyowM profound 
tonquiljty both «t home and abroad, On^* fon^ d^urb- 
;^hces happerieJ in the royal famil^^ which g^ve ,^^lldng 

f " S^Luneafirfefs. One of the chief lords ^ court^ Sfi^ed 
having folicited the queen,, with whom [ 
icvc, to comply withhis unla^ul t 
being rejedted with the utmoft iqdigu 
^cf, apprehending would difeover^ the 
hhtband, tofolvqd to be beforehand with hfer,^ 

Hiking agaihft the virtuott^ p/tocefc* 
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of iht JUmiarSs. 

tending gtcat^l^ bis fafety,, he afTured him, that the 
queen ii^«$ againft his life with Tato, duke d 

Etiumt Who ^to marry her after his death. Ariovald 
tranfported with rage and jealoufy, Vithout farther enqttiry^ 
ordered the innocent? queen to dofely coifined in the 
<Siftle of Ameilnm, where flie continued till Clotair, king 
of the Franks, pitying her condition, expoftulated with her 
hufband for thus treating a^princefs ef the royal blood of 
the Franks, and ftripping her of her dignitjj, upon the de- 
pofition of a fingle evidence. Ariovald replied, that he 
was fully convinced of her guilt ; wiiereupon the ambafla- 
dors of the Franks, purfuant to their iiiftruftions, propofed 
trying tl^ caufe by a (ingle combat bj^tween the accufer, 
anfi one^of the queen’s friends, according: to the cuftom 
that then prevailed among the Lombards, and mod of the 
northern nations. As the king could not reje^i this pro- 
pofal, Adalulf was obliged to enfer the lifts againft Pillo, 
by Paulas Diaconus called Carell, who having, with great 
eafe vanguKhed the accufer, ^he queen was relcafed, and 
reftored to her former dignity* 

Not long after this incident, Ariovald died 5 and as he AriovM 
yk#t np iftiie male behind him, the dukes aflembled, upon 
^the news of Ills death, to choofc another in his room ; but 
not being able to agree in the choice, they refolved to pay 
the fame regard to GunSeberg which they had formerly 
paid to Theudelinda, allowing her to choofe whora*lhe 
pleafed for her hufband, and thtir king. Guiideberg made 
choice of Rotharisv duke of Bref)!ia, a perfon equal in every Yj., of FI. 
refpe'iR to that elevated ftation,^but tainted with tht Arian S9S4.. 
.herefy ; whence, in his time, there were two biftiops in A.D. 6j6* 
.moft cities of Italy, the one catholic and the other Arian 
He is no lefs commended by the writers of thofe times for 
his equity and moderation than for his valour and prudence, 
and was the firft who gave written laws to the Lombards. 

was followed bj the other kings his fuccclTors y 

■ procefs of time, a new codgi^of laWs appeared, 
U^ngobard Laws, which prevailed in all the pro- 
to thal? nation, that is, all t)ver Italy, except 
Lt<f of Ravenna, anddiikedoms of^Rome, Naples, 

;*Amairi, and the maritime ciri^ of Apulia^^Ca-^ 

Lucania, which continued jEttcyfofi .to the empe- 
smbards being mafters of all tbfijbtber oities and . 
proirfeiwk The Lombards had no written law* till the time 
'«f Roduri*} but had been govemfd by cuBoms ban85d 

jp P«ij,l)l*C‘Hb.i»v»p. is> UmiurA* 





Abwn to tticfe by ttaditlSto. 

of ibo Koc^s and Gotbs, dndertSwl^ pob^ing of 
laws^'lhd to thofc he enaftcd matty were added 
bf &cfcceding princes. ' Rotharis, ihc iirft lawgiver among 
tbb'Iiombaids, having fuipmoned* ill the year 643, a gene- 
ral diet in Pavia* ens^fted, with the approbation of His 
itdbles, fcverallawsp which he canfcd to be committed to 
Witing, and infert^ in an edift. This edift, containing 
no fewer than^threc hundred ahd eighty-fix laws, was pub- 
liftcd'in tbe eighth year of king Rotfearis’s reign* that is* in 
tibe ybar*(S44* inwall the provinces under his dominion, ef- 
p^feially in thccdukcdom idf Benevento, which was reputed 
^ thistlmi^* as it l^ad greatly extended its bounds, the beft 

S art of the kingdom of the Lombards. The e^ampl^ of 
tOtharis was followed by the other Lombard kings his 
fudeeffor^ cfpecially by Grimoald, Luitprand* Rachis* 
and Aftolphus 5 but the^.laws of Rotharis far exceeded in 
number thjofc of the other princes* The reign of king Rom 
tl^ris is not only memoraf^c for laws -^t prince en- 
afted, but for the*^ conquefts he imde; for, -not thinking 
fcfinfelf bound by the treaty, whiph bU predeceflbr had con- 
cluded with the exarch, he ruflied itiddenly into thci AIJ)e\ 
Ck)tti« j and having, almoft without oppOfition, fubdued 
province, he led his army againft the cities of Opiter- 
:^um, now Oderzo, and Tjevifd, which he eafily reduced, 

* With all the cities in the province of Venetia, till that time 
hbld by the Romans. l|)acciu8, then exarch, ailarmed at 
this fudden and Unexpe£le\l invafion, muftered all his forces ; 
but riqi'hayihg been able to aflemblc them in time to cover 
the ateve ihd®^tionc4 pfaces, he broke with great violence 
into the dominions of the Lombards, ravaging them with 
and fword* ' Rotharis was then employed in the fiege 
of J^rugii : which city he had no foOner reduced, than he 
tWiii'ched wi^ bis whole arr^ in quell: of the ctarch^ whom 
be thet 4b; tl^ confines of iEmilia, and ofiei*ed hibi hkttle. 
fl, The cxariiifr^cep^^d the cha^^^ ; fo that an engag^etit 
1 were utterly dcfcatedi^^t 

thoufahd" being killed on the fpot, and the rbft 
fave themfelves by a precipitate and difordedy 
^ thU tilde \tq.:^the , reign of Luitprand, no atfcs {^lity 
pallhd ^exarchs and the kings of the Ixxpmrds, 

tife / iatl^ with their new conquefb, and the 

enjoy immdlelled the territories thatiem4ine4 
^ i J^bjrninion of the emperors - 
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of the homhordu . 

tfeis Mauritius, wlifp had been appointed 

diike or govcrn^^^Roine by HeracUus, rakitig advantage 
of the <Uftra^e<i ftate of the empire, (fcoafioned by the 
ufurpatSon of Heracleot^ and the i»vafion of the Saractfns, 
ufurped the fovereignt}%of th^ city committed tojiis charge ; 
bat an end was foon put both to fiii^ life and ufurpaiion j 
for the exarch Ifaccius was no fooner informed of what had j nhUiom 
paired at Rome, than he difpgtched ag^inll the ufurper oftc in Rnmt 
of his olEcers, a perfon of great sMthority, with a confider- fappujptd 
able fum of money, and at the head his bell troops. This ^ 
commander, marching up to the walls of the city, caufed ' 
a declaration to be read, whereini^auritiiis was proclaimed 
a rebel, a^d not only a pardon promifed, but a confiderablc 
gratuity ti<) all who fhould quit the traifois and •return to 
their duty. Upon tbis encouragement Maurftius was abanr 
doned iby all his troops, and forced, as he had no other rc- 
fourcc, to take fabjauary in a church ; but he was dragged 
from thisnee, and,* by an order froln the exarch, beheaded, 
after he had been for feme time kept in chains. Not long 
after Ifaaccius died, and TheoSorus Caitiopa was fent by 
the emperor to fucceed him in the exarchate. Theodorus . 
go^rned Italy with great reputation for feven years, that is, 

^from the year ^43 to 650, when Olympius was appointed 
exarch in his room. Olympius gained feveral advantages 
over the Saracens in Sicily, and at laft drove them out of 
that illand, but died in the third year of his exarchate, be- 
ing entirely exhaufted by the toils ^nd fatigues he underwent 


ing entirely cxuauiicu uy ^ zi 

in that expedition. Upon his d'^th the emperor Conltans 

11 . fent Theodorus Calliope to govern Italy once more. In Yr. of FI. 

the fecond year of the exarchate of Olympius, that is, m 

6c 2, died king Rotharis, after he had governed the Lomr J 

bards for the fpacc of lixtecn years wi^h fuch prudence, j?,- 

cc&ity, and moderation, that he was dcfervedly efteemed tharis din. 

the moll illuftrious prince of his age. 

the doarine of Ariiis ; but allowed his fubjeas 

to embrace which o( the two religions tl^ efteemed belt i 

and therefore took care, that in aU the cities of his king- 

dom; there ihould be. conftantly two bifhpps, the one ca- 

tbdifo and the other Arian. . . _ , j* j a ‘ 

fifth year of the reign oficing Lotharis, died Ate- ArttiU,^ 

chi8,ke fecond duke of Benevento, 

that^^dom for the fpace of fifty years, *nd fo enlarged 
it at j^^btpence of the Romans, that on fide it reac^ 
fo N&, Mdon the other to Apulia*. ^ 

WM|«^^1bT h|s,fon Aio, had taken for his 
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retumTcfRodoald and Gri- 
damn ’ 1 ^ abfcnt } but having--attacked their'' 

S; rf V"? ?' and was flain by the 

^d falling upon the enemy befo/e they had the^ lead intel 

m^ukedom. H«frtig thus revenged the death o'f Aio. he 
together wii^.^>B brother Grimoald, pofleffion of the 

Sfe J^n will of 4«chis, who htd 

-^Wnted them to jfucceed his fon s. ;Thcfe two nrinces 
WWffi^pntly forthefpace of five n^'® ^ S 
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^ ‘»k= ‘Ije place by Itorm, raifed 

f^and r«ufn?d home. Rodoald died & Benevcnto 
in the ye«ir<S47, but hts brother GrimoaMIsjbjed the duke- 
don) ycftrs ^ftcni^is dc^th* He is ifi^id to have sained 

fev^ral via<5ries over^he ^fcapo]i^ans and Roi^ians, and to GrimitUtf 
have grd^ extended the bounds of his dukedom. After f/th * 
he had gdfcrned the dukedom five years wiih his brother, 
and fixteen alone, he pofTcffed himferf of the throne, and 
reigned nine years more over thd whole nation of the Lorn- 
bards, as we (hall re]^tc j^ereafter. * 

Bat to return to the |aipmbard kitjgs: Rotbaris was fuc- Rotharh 
ceeded by his fon Rodoald, who*«being a pynce of a peace- fucretdid 
able difjiofition^ performed nothing which authors have ^ 
thf)Mght«worth tranfmitting to pofterit^. * He was tainted, ® ^ » 
as his father had been, with the Arian hfrefy, which oc- 
cafiojfed fome religious contefts between him ayd the or- 
thodox bifhops ; but thefe diflurlj^nces were foon appeafed. 

He had reigned four years with hts father ; but fcarce reign- *Sjhoit 
cd one after his fat^r’& de^ith^ being killed by a Lombard, murj£rid» 
whofe wife he Ivid ’debauched- He had married Gundeberg, 
the daughter of Agihllf and Theudelinda ; but as he had no 
children by her, the Lombards, upon his death; alfemblcd in 
order to choofe a new king, when the choice fell upon Ari- Aripirt 
pert, or Aribert, the fon of Gtindoald, and brother oi chofin king^ 
Theudelinda. The onlyThing we find recorded of him in 
hiftory is his building in Pavia the oratory of St. Sav»ur. 

'He died, after be had reignedi according to Paulus Dia- 
conus nine years, Enough Si^onius allows him but five 
at mod. He left two fons, ^rtharit and Gundebert, be- Vie divides 
tween whom he moft imprudently divided his kingdom. 

Partharit, the elded, chofe Milan for the place of his ttueen Par* 
dence, and Gkindebert refided at Pavia ; but the latter, not tAaritaad 
fatisfied with the part allotted him, began to quarrel with GundibstU 
his brother. Impelled by his ambition, and encouraged 
by the evil counfellors about him, he refolved to drive his 
brother from the throne, and mike hi^ifclf itiadcr of the 
whole kingdom. • 

He watf well apprifed that he could ilbt accomplifli ^|S 
affn^'^ith his own drength, and therefore he^difpatclicd Ga- 
ribi^, duke of Turin, as his ambaffador to Grimoald* duke 
of Bcficvcnto, at that time by far the mod powerful ^f alf f 

the^ii^barcl dukes, inviting him to his ar^ance, imd pro- » « 
give him his fider in maririagcf^lfLe fucc^ded m 
fcbe unmaking j but the duke of TufJfe;|ding quite 

iddead pf Grnitoald to 








affift liU 


\ ^vifed i^imJto eni}>racc^€ prefestt ^iper. 
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^ ^,!$*^idc:tfee controverfy bciPivcen the tw^iis^ro- 
tb€ij::»; by both, and feizing on the kingdom 

lor ^Imfelf. He tbld h«m, that tl^c two brothers w«rc 
jOWgt raft, ^and inexperienced^; thr.t the affairs of the 
LoHibards required a prince of prudence, valour, and ex-** 
perigee;, and that the difagreement betweeii4ftc two 
ffi^es would, in allWikelihood, end in the ruin of the 
wbli^ nation. Grimoald, being naturally of an aflive and 
aimbitious ^mper, was dafily perftadi^ to follow the advice 
<^j^e ambaffador; and accordinj^l^ £aving raifed a confi* 
durable army, he marcnedtM the bead of it towards Pavia, 
leaving his Ion Biomualdto govern the dukedom in, his ab- 
fence. At Pi^centiu he diipa^hed ^aribald to acquaint tkc 
kb:|g with jhis arrival. “The inconfiderate .prince received the 
news of his approach with the greateft demonftratiows of 
y>y I and being at a lofs where he fhould lodge and enter- 
tam his fuppo^d friend ;^nd ally, Garibald told him, that 
Ins own pdace was the only Jgrofer place for the reception 
tff a prince to wboirf he had promifed bis filler in iharriage. 
He added, that if he did not repofe ^. entire confidence in 
Grimoald, fiM|>icion of treachery, he ought, 

for bis greyer falety^ to receive him with armour under 
bis TOfsSseb^ ^ bingpnt on armour accordingly, and 
the duke, treachery, returning to Grimo- 

ald^^dvifed bim to be upon fiisguard,^ fince the king was 
coming tq him in arnipur, no doubt with a delign to 
murder him. Grimoald cbuld not perfuade himfelf that 
the king had any fuch defign {ill tl^y met, when, upon their 
cmlMracing each other, he found that Gpndebert was really 
in annour ; and not doubting in the leaff but that it was 
with a, defign to affaflinatc hirHf in order to be beforehand 
with him, be drew his fword that inffant, and killed the 
unbappy prince on the ibot. Upon bis death he feized on 
tbi^' ^^4 the treafures lodged there, caufing 
Un&lf to macknowleged king of the Lombards. 

.G^indjefacrt left aibn named wmbert, or Reginbert, who 
was concealed, and with great care by the 

tlie decea%d king* Pardbaiit no fooncr heaMpf 
W £ate;t^ abandoning Mikm in the utbl^ 

Cfaagan king of the Avares, andtopk 
tnbis eot^ ]|Sfc left his queen Rodolind, and 

fiet to xhift for themfelves ; ib^that 

^both fell toe bands of Grimoald, by whomltbcy 
Befm|a|%an4 kept under conQii^me.qyy^ 
-fiiidiiig 

**** 'Wing 




^ the‘ ^tn^aris, 

havMg token pt^iiffion of that Important place, marched to 
Pavia, where, in the latter end of £he|year 662, h%was 3010. 
unanimoufly proclaimed by the people \:in? of the Eom- A.D. 66*. 
bards. In order to gain the afFe£tibn of the Lombards^ and — — 
eftablilh himfelf mdte firstly in, his new kingdom, he, to 
the great joy of the whole nation, married Gundebert, fiftcr 
to the two' unhappy young princes. He then fent back^ his imttnb. - 
army to Benevento, havitig firft dinributed confiderablc 
fums among them ; but retamcfd feme of ,|iis moft truftf 
friends, whom he r^fed to the firit employments of the 
kingdom *. • * » 

J’he new monarch, though •oonfirmed in the power he 
hjfil uluiped, by the general confent of the nation, yet, rc- 
flffaing-ion the ficklenefs and inconftancf of the multitude^ 
did not think himfelf fafe, as long as PartRarit, his compe- 
titor,*refided at the court of the king of the Avafes, at that 
time a powerful prince. He did pot doubt but the banilhed 
king would wattih all opportunities of attempting the reco- 
very of hi§ paternal kingdonj, and would, in fuch an at- 
tempt, b’e feconjlcd by great numbers of the Lombards, lo 
prevent, therefore, any difturbances that might c“|bc, he 
difpatched ambafladors to Chagan, complaining of thepro- 
teaion he had given to his rival, and threatening to m«e 
war upon him, if he did not forthwith ban^ him ks dcH _ 
minions. The king of tKe Avares, though ^atly affcaed 
with the misfortunes of the unhappy pnnee, ff. 
think it prudent to engage in h^ftilities for his foke , and 
therefore commanded him to quithis dominions. Parthant, 
feeing himfelf thus abandoned,by his friend and adf. 
not knowing where to find an afylum, ,3 

fperatc condition, to throw hirttfclf upon the rm fiuntt 

generofity of his greateft enemy. acquaint 

ed one of his trufty friends, named Unulf, to acquaint ^ 

Grtmoald with his refolution, and obtain 
refide at Pavia. Grimoald,;greaUy pleaf^ /lad 

fidence the unfortunate ?>••«« npje^d ^th 

fuch an opportunity to (hew his 

few W diftinaion flocked to he 

"r- -T ■ 
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TTfei^ jeafeiily incrcafed and at length wrmaght upon 

ftrqngly, that, after fi^knc titnc>^e placed a guard 
up® Him ; and hfe fears, by degrees, getting the better of 
Hi^ ^tttnamty, he one day fent priv^e orders to the guard 
to difpatch Ijim the following ryght-o Thefc orders, how- 
ever private, did not efcape the vigilance of his trufty friend 
Unulf, who, acquainting Partharit with the particulars, 
adv^fed hiiii to changdcloaths vuith him, and, thus difguifed, 
to Attempt His cfcape. PaKharit followed his advice, and, 
having deceived the cehtinels, paffed^ the Tefino undifeo- 
veted. Finding, on the other fide the river, horfes and 
guides provided % the cape of Unulf, he efcaped firft to 
.Hafta, theike Turin, and at laft into Gaul. Qrim^ld,, 
being infgr/ned nexf morning of what had happened, was 
Jo far from punKhing Unulf, that, on the contrary, he be- 
Iftowcd th^ higheft commendations upon him for Ws un- 
fhaken fidelity, leaving it to his choice cither to ftay in Pa- 
via, or follow his niafter. Clotairilfc then king of the 
Franks, was fo touched with^ th‘e misfortunes" of Partharit, 
and his family^ thad'next year he fent a powerful army into 
Italy to replace him on the throne. Gwinoald, knowing 
that he was far inferior in ftrength to the Franl^, had re- 
qpurfe to the following ftratagem; at their approach he pre- 
tended to fly, leaving his camp well ftored with all manner 
of provifion8;^«fpeciaIly wine. The inconfiderate Franks, 
inftiad of purfuing the enenfy, began to plunder the camp; 
and finding in it great plenty of provifions, began to eat and 
drink to excefs : then they betook themfelves to reft, with- 
out the lead apprehenfions^of ap enemy;* but Griraoald, 
retuniing in the night, aflaulted tb^m while they lay faft 
afieep, and made fuch a dregful Havock before they could 
take to their arms, that few of them were left alive to carry 
home the news of their defeat *. 

Grimoald, thus happily delivered from one war, wasfbon 
wivolved in another. Hithcxto the emperors, neglecting 
the affairs of Italy^fcemcd to Have given up all thoughtsiof 
reuniting it to the empire ; but Conftans, the fon of Ck>n- 
'ftantinc, and graii^fon of Hcraclius, Jiaviug fettled dbe af- 
fairs of tlie icmpire, "refolijed to employ his whole ftrength 
in thriving the Lombards out of Italy. Purfuant to this rc- 
%du^on, he caufed a powerful fleet to be fitted out;in Si- 
^ and, tiotTatisded with appointing the heft be 

U)eK|b^!pand in this expeditiott^^he left Conft antii^le, 
^IfrepairiHg to Italy, put himfelf at4hc head of hi| arpiy.. 
K buided Taren^m in tbe^fprine of the ' ^ j 
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thenwmareHca direftly to Bo^„to, being joined on bi* 
march by-the trooys in the dufedom of Naoles. Ti.?= 
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expeaed invafion with a very confide comma"! 
ed by the emperor in^erfon, ftruck the Loniba.ds oL Be- 
iievento With fuch tejvbr corifternation, t^it they aban- 
floned feveral places in Apulia, and among the rcll Luccria 
which Conftans.deftroyed. From Luceria the emperor 
marched to Acerenza ; but mot being rfble to take it by ftSrm 
on account of its ftrong fituaticm, he purfued his march to 
Benevento, and invefted the placS with Ris whole army. 
Romuald, the fon ot Grimoald, at that time duke of Be- 
nevento, immediately difpatched Gefual^ who had been 
his guarjlian, to acquaint his father with riie danger he waf 
in^ andmto folicit fuccours. In the me?m tinfe the Lom- 
bards not only repulfed the Romans'in their repeated aH 
faulta^ but killed great numbers in the fallies^thcy daily- 
made. Grimoald no fooncr heard that the city was bc- 
fieged, ^han he alTembled, with* incredible e:cpedition, all 
his forces,’ and putting hihafelf at their head, marched to 
the relief of his jfon. He difpatched Ghfuald to inform him 
that, in a V^y fhort time, he fliould be relieved, and to en- 
courage him to hold out till his arrivaL • 

In the mean time the emperor, hearing the king of the Heraift§ 
Lombards was approaching, raifed the fiege, and began, in the 
great hafte, his march to* Naples; but Miuila, duke of Ca- 
pua, intercepting him at the river Calore, cutoff great iwm- 
bers of his men, and obliged the rcll, together with the , 
emperor, to fave themfelves by R precipitate flight. To re- 
venge this difgrace, Sabijrrus.^one of the emperor's gene- 
rals, engaged to defeat the Lombards, and drive Grimoald 
be&>re him, provided he were allowed but twenty thoufand 
with an unlimited command* Cpnftans having grant- 
jridvhis requeft, he encamped at the pafs of Formiae, now, 
gentrally fuppofed, Mola di Gaeta, with a defign to cover 
the em^ror’s march, who intended to vifit Rome, and, 
be- was out of danger? to "go in ^fftreh of the enemy, 
la fhe mean time Grimoald, arriving with his army at Be- 
aeTcnto, and .being informed of the engegement 01 S^bur- 
rus, rcfolved to march dire£lly ggainft himj and offer him 
battle ; but his fon Romuald eaxnellly intreating him tofuf- 
ftr him to command the army, he complied with hfs re- 
4 'ue&| and detached the young prince with the flower of bii 
who meeting Saburrus in the neighboufjtoo d^rf 
attacked him with great intrepidity. 

by the example of their leader, who 
. ... < • _ • 




made a yigorous ftand; fo that tl^ , 
time doubtful. , ^_V ' 



4i« tS^^L^ards. 

But while both armies l||fe fightbg; with the utmoft fury, 
a Lombard, named Amel^|u«, ehgagiig a Roman horfe- 
man, firft ftruck hjm from his horfe, and then, lifting him 
up on the point of his fpear, held him over his head in the 
nt K9 t fi^hrfbf the Roman army % a fpeAaCle which ftruck them 
m^Dihrwjr with fuch terror, that they begafli to give ground. Being 
vigoroufly preffed by theTLombards, they fled with precipi- 
rati<an.^ Romuald, having purfued ,them for fome time 
with great flaughter, *returijed *to the field of battle, and 
from thence totfBenevento, which he entered in triumph, 
hdng met at the gates by the king his«father, and received 
with loud acclamations* by the inhabitants, as the deliverer 
his country In the !hean time Conftans, arriving at 
Rome, was iTcceivpdt with extraordinary marks of^honoijr, 
no emperor having entered, for a long time, tlfat city. 

' He fpent twelve days in vifiting, or rather in plundering, 
Inc reiharkiible places of that great metropolis ; for he car- 
ried off the moft valuableftornaments in gold, filver, brafs, 
and marble, not fparing even the coverings of churches, 
which he caufed to b® conveyed by fea into Sicily, •>in order 
to franfport thfim to Conftantinople. He himfelf went by 
land to Naples, and from thence to Rhe'gium, where his 
army was a third time defeated by the Lombards. From 
Rhegium he croffed over into Sicily, and fixeS his refidence 
at Syracufe, where he was murdered' in the bath by his own 
fubje6isin 668; fo that the iaeftimable wealth and plunder 
whi8h he had brought from^ome, being left in Sicily, was, 

‘ icon after his death, feized# by the Saracens, and carried to 
Alexandria'"^. After his departure from Italy, the Lom- 
kardsmaki bards, determined upon improving their late vidories, re- 
tkitHfelntis duced Bari, Tarento, Brindifi, and all the places in the 
l^ral country now known by the name of Terra d* Otranto, which 
were added to the dukedom of Bciievento. GrimoaW$ to 
reward Mitula, duke of Capua, who had defeated the Ro- 
mans in their retreat from Benevento, gave him his daugh- 
ter in niarriage, ai^dat the fan^e time appointed him to fuc- 
ceed the late dukeCotho in the dukedom of Spolctum ; 
which two dukedoms he governed many years. 

While Grimoal^ was employed againft the Romans ip the 
dukedom of Benevento, Lflpus duke of Friuli, taking avan- 
^ge ^f his abfence, oppreffed his people in a moft ^nor- 
Inanner. Not fatisfied with the wealth which he cx- 
them by heavy taxes, he broke into the itejrri- 
the Venetiaii Lombards, and plundered tbe 

lib. v, eip. 4* w Idem ibid. Pagi deCoufliHfh 

of 
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of Aquileia of all its nch ornaments: for this facrilegc the 
king, upon his roturn to Pavia, refolved to call him to a Frimti rr* 
fevere account ; which he apprehending,* renounced his al- 'twA*- 
legiance i^/Grimoald,^nd openly cevolted. GrimoalcUwas 
determined at all evewts tq^ puni^ him with <;xemplary fe- 
verity y but being unwilling to Je^d his Lombards againft 
their countrymen, or fuffer them to embrue their hands in 
the blood of each* other, h« employed Chagan king of’the 
Hunns to make war upon him,* who invaded his territories 
the following year, at the head of aninfinite multitude, and 
ravaged them to a great extent. This invafion Lupus did 
not tamely fufFer. Drawing together a of forces, he 
marchec^, againft the Hunns, and, engaging them four days 
fuccefli^ly, made a dreadful havock of* the uhdifciplined 
multitude ; but in the fifth engagement, hf^ men being en- Ht is 
tirely^exhaufted, were, after a moft obftinate 4h^pute, in ^ fy tii 
which Lupus himfelf was killed,^ overpowered, and put to 
flight. Upon the death of Lupus, and the defeat of his 
army, Chagan over-ran th£ whole country, and plundered 
it without control i but Grimoald, whd hacUemployed the 
king of the. Hunns only to punifli the rebellious duke, font 
ambafladors to remind him of their agreementf, and require 
him to retire with his forces, fince there was no farther oc- 
cafion for them in the dukedom of Friuli, or the territories 
of the Lombards. Chagan replied, that he would not quit 
a country which he had conquered with his arms, and»tbc 
blood of fo many of his fubje6i:i. Grimoald, provoked at 
this anfwer, refolved to drive him out by force ; and ac- 
cordingly marched againfl;him. at the head of a vcryconfi- 
derablc army; butasitwas much inferior in numbers to that 
of the Hunns, in order to make it appear more numerous 
than it really was, he muftered his trqops in the prefence 
Chagan’s amhafTadors, and made the fame men pafs three 
times before him in different uniforms. By this device they 
appeared to be treble the number they really were ; and as 
fuch they were reprefented tb the king,, who thereupon, m 
great trepidation, retired to his own dominions. 

® Upon the retreat of Chagan. Warniffnl, fon to the dc- 

tl|»ttme Alczecus, one of the Bulga- 

body pf his ^ntirymen^ and, % repairing to Favia, 


: a 
offered 
his 



Crmoald 
€9rre8i thi 
■£ji8 
ikmrht 


Tr. of FI. 

30Z0. 

A. D. 67* 

Grimald 

t&eu 


CjtrihM 
Jucceeds \ 
hut is dri ' 
•ven out by 
Fsrtbusrit, 


The Hifioiy cf the tMbmrdt* 

.hh fcfvlcc to Grimoald, wbo| tbinkiiig he might prove very 
ferykeable to his foti againft the Romays, fent him to Be- 
ncvento, in w,hiclt dukedom feveral cities were bellowed 
on Ijim and his folio wera. ^ 

Grimoald,^|iaving no enemy to fear, applied himfelf wholly 
to the arts of peace. 'fKe laws of king Rotharis, which 
had been publiflied twenty-four years before, were by this 
timb become familiar? notonly^o the Lombards, for whom 
they had been framed, butdikew^ifc to the natives of Italy, 
who chofe to fotJow th^, though they had never been for- 
bidden the ufe of the Roman laws ; but thefe laws in pro- 
ccfs of time, proving/ dc/e<Slive, and fomc of them being 
thought too feveVeV Grimoald, in the fixth year of his reign, 
undertook the retiUng of the edidi of Rotharis, ^tidj is a 
general diet heW in the year 668, with the confent and ap- 
probation of his nobles, repealed fbme laws, enabled Esthers, 
and piiblimed a new edi£l *, containing eleven chapters, 
which is Hill to be feen in*'thc code depofited in the monaf- 
tery of Cava. Grimoald, havirtg performed all the duties 
of an excelleiV; pririte, was, *to the great g^rief of the Lom- 
bards, unexpe6ledly fnatchcd away by tl<je following acci- 
dent : he had been let blood in one of his arms, and, as he 
was, nine days after, bending a .bow, the ^in burft, and, 
all polTible means for doling it proving inede6lual, he bled 
to death r. He was a prince of*uncommon parts, and in 
cvecy refpe£l equal to the high Ration to which be was raifed. 
Though he had been brought up in the principles of Arius, 
he renounced the errors of that hereliarch, aqd embraced 
the catholic religion, converted l^y the arguments of John, 
btflwp of Bergamo, a prelate of great piety and learning. 
The example of Grimoahl was followed by the kings his 
fuccelTors, who all profefled the catholic religion; fo that 
Arianifm was, in a fliort,time, forfaken by the whole nation 
of the Lombards. 

He died in the year 67a, tvbe ninth of his reign, leaving 
behind him^ beficfes Romuald* duke of Beaevento, another 
fon, named Garibafd, to whom, though yet very young, he 
bequeathed on hia» 5 eath-bed the kingdom of the Lombards. 
JFrom his excluding Romi^ld, authors conclude that prince 
to have been illegitimate. Be that as it may, Garibald did 
not Ibiig his riew dignity; for he had fcarce mounted 
the throne, when Ftrtharit, who was Rill in Gaul, hearing 
of ^he dcaA ofhl^Jiayal, repaired into Italy, and being re- 
with extr»^#uaiy joy by great numbers of £001- 

a'Taut. lib. v. cap. lai & Sigon. deRegn. Ital. Ub« ii. ad 
y Paql. iib> v. cap. 33- 



rtfcteivcd by tbd 
of the nadop^ as their lawful 
fovtritfgttf Ofirak^irKtirtg withdrawn to Ms brother in Bie- 
neventD, a (Sort ’idgti of thfte months. Partharif, 
thus tSNrtliionc, y^callc|j his wife Roielinda, and 

hts ever fmcc his expulfion, had been 

in cStiK iif xfert^^to. Having governed alone in great 
p«»ice'>tl^ for the latter endof 

tHeyt^(Wfi^®te‘'todthisfpnCunipcrtforhisc^^ in 
kingdbii^ iistd roigrtciL with him ten years more. During 
thw Alaents, dUke of Tjjfnt, openly revolting, 

seamed' thr title of king of iKt Eom\aajls. Partharitv 
iliarchirtgiagtlihflJ him With all his‘ forces, inveihd' him iri^ 
hisu)Wti #ny; Bttf AlacHls, fallying outVfth thS Ifcwcr of 
his m>op!i, ofeUged the king to* raife fhe fiege, and faW 
hirtilel^ by flight. However, Alachis, Ending himjclf abaA* 
dotred bf the gwater part 0f his nren, who itfufed td bea#' 
arht^ thdrlkWKi fovcreign, thought proper td fub*^ 

ndt, 

the' eara^ of Mr fonr Ctmipert,^ who. had’ a gneat^ 

m with whom he had been eddoated’ 

from 1 alii‘ thd young ptirtt:c, iti ord^ to con-^ 

tO’taktf' hiW'^a&lit'lotq favou but to create hkti duke or 
Btefcia, thit diichy to the dukedom of Trent; 

liie'ki^'oh t!iaf '*Jccafion tol3' his fotl th'it) by bis goiio 
offlew; & aw not'fo’inttfch oblig^a friend, as ftrengthen an 
enemy f bor floventeldbhe xould ntrt refnfe complying with 

^^sS^ls^feie-aftertWyifetifioatfett Panharit died, a’princtf Yr. of Pi. 
hightyeollldWttided for his jnety, jnftice, moderauoni and, ^ 
alive aa,for tSe'gmat cafo he tooK^of the ^or *. Three 
yea» tiefi^ lJlsfaSiifflvDemtorus Calliope, the ctarch, wa» ParthmrU 
wcalled, font to govern Italy j? *“* 

ctiia. **i^f®5«t'and Brefciay was no-fower ihfoiWfcd of 
t%«»(ij nTPii^irit than, f 

terfi^WlwiffoArCunipert, he 

tfie'lfawie. »hc crown iipen h*»'a*2^c^*|f“ dr^c*> 

afil^SJwPirtStithad fonetoldjii* Ibii^ ; TBto «efed^ 

lii^Ag engird in the conf^iraCy ‘^**^*- 

cojifiderable citteegs of Bmgw^^ 


tude^ fl^d W m ii| thfi la);^ BOVf .lia||g^,d^^ Go- 

mp, and there fortified hunfelf a® weft a* he could. t In the 
lUean time the ufttrper, behaving in. a mod defpotic and ty* 
i*4^ical manner, enraged all his jubjeSs, even thpfe to 
y^am he w|s chledy indebted for tb^ crown he VotfSi* As 
be was one day counting. in his clofet, he bappenejJ 
to let a piece drop, which the fon of Aide, who was pre- 
feAt, odieionfly took|up, and gave him. The tyrant, ii? re- 
ctiving iti Your father (faid be), has many fuch pieces, 
which; ere it bfe longi fhall be all ‘ 

As the fon of.Aldo was but a cbitd, the tyrant was not 
npon his gnar^ bat lhc,boy* remembering what he faid, 

‘ npon his return told it to hiS father, who cohcluding from 
thttnee, thin his dedth, and the ruin of his familv /^oulc^be 
the reward of hhit fervkes, if he did not, by lome means 
p|t other, prevent thefbi, confulted with his brother CJranfo, 
S^d his other friends, about depofing the ufurper. They 
aul agreed to ieize on the\:ity of Pavia, and recall their law- 
ful fovercign the firft tifne A^aohis fhould take the diverfion 
of bunting. ^Thisllefign thfcy executed accordingly, to the 
fatisfa^ion of the inhabitants, ^eclally of the clergy, 
whom the-ityi^thad chiefly otfendedT 
Alachisi finding upon h|8 return the gates fiiut againft 
and Cunipert poflefled of tlie royal palace, fled into 
and. haying raifed a confidcrable army, returned at 
^ head of it, not doubting but he fhould be able to drive 
Cunlpert fiom the thrones The king, hearing of his re- 
turn, collected all bis forces, and meeting the ufurper in the 
plains pf Coronata, challenged hipi to Angle combat, in 
Older, to fave the lives of^'inany innocent men, who mufl; 
Otherwife pciifii i but lAlachis refuAng the challenge, the 
two armies began to prepare for a general engagement. 
ISThile tbeii; were d^awn up, and jQumpert ready to charge 
enemy, .Zeno, a deacon of the chmch of ^Pavia, greatly 
aUached, as were all the eq^JeAaftics, to per fon, 

and fo'ndyt perfumed, that the wdfarc , of church dc- 

pi^ded tbe greateft mUTieftnefs ima- 

JI;^lni&Qn to put on his armour, and coiin- 
^ f Oeriih (fai^ he), the lofs will be 
di^ends the welfare both^of 
tb* and fiate.’’^ The king being, with difl^cuky, 

^ * by the .tears and cri treaties of his friends to 
dal, Zeno put on his armour, and appeared 
I whom be . referabled in &ape and. fia« 
. with: dtl&culty be diaihgutlhed from. 

the two armies joined battle, Alachis, 

tbe utmoft 

• ■<- ■ ' 
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fart. flain Win, ia , 

the htgh^ft tranfptuks of joy, he ordered his head to be cut 
off, aim c*|^ed to'thc vjew of both armils oq the.point of 
a fpear hat finding it jaas the head of a prieft, and no^of 
the king,' his, jpy was facccedcd bv the moft violent rage, in 
xabtch he vowed to ein^cufate aQ ecclefianics, in cafe 
he obtamed the tii&ory. 

in the mean time Cuniper^ obferving that his men, dtf. 
heartened by the report of hia death, began to give ground, 

(hewed himfclf ? and hit appearanfc cncoufaged them to 
fnch a degree, that, reluming to the charge, they renewed 
the fight with freflt vigour. Howi«ve<*, Cu nip ert, to avoid 
the effufiflu of blood, fent afccond time toTsachis, inviting 
him to d^ide the quarrel by Angle combSt fbut he declining AMh , 
again the challenge, the two armies fought with the utmoit hUtA, mi 
fury, t», Alachis being flain, hismen, difpirited by his death, ^ 

fled in the utmoft confufion. Moft of them wercMlled in 
the flight, and the reft drowned ifl the Adige. The army 
of the dukedom of Friuli, -which Alachis enticed to hw 
party, wKile they were raarchfng to the affiftance of the 
king, withdrew in the beginning of the battle, fcrnpbng 
either to fight againft him, to whom they had/wora alle- 
giance, or againft their lawful fovereign. Cunipert, after 
this viaory, which terminated the civil war, rctimned m tr^ 
umph to Pavia, hiving firft caufed the deacon Zeno to te 
interred with the greateft pom^and ^ 

wards built, in honour hf St. Gtorge, a magnificent mo- 
naftery in the field where the battk Yr. of FL 

Cumpert, having thus h jppilv fuppreffed fo 
rebellion, reigned .in great peacehnd tranquility J®" A.i). yeji 

70q. wheh be. died, univmfally lamented; for he was a 

pSce ^; .moft temayafpea, of a fweet temper engaging 

behaviciflt^ grm iJOu^agCf foral of 

had nmrrik*Hefmelinda, a prmcefs of t^he 

the AftgiorShixonsi and Iwd % ^ , 

bert, to\hom be hequeathed the 

then an infant, he xommitied him to ‘^*1'® 

a pwfon of gt-eat dj^inaion amemg V ^ 

d^S^’lp^r^dokes, «tempted the recovery 






who, hwSag hit ctufe 'witfa gre»t whrmth, rOfbivcift 

to tffift him "With ’•Mikia ftrcngti* in 'TC^enging thectvhl 
treatmeat hit tmi chi}di«n tecehnd^t the king'i 
haiuts.'. hhtt on the cenhnet trith an ariny of 

fconai fondtoher ; (Aft a bioody baHk enftied, which oonti- 
nneti tsU. night {fatted the nmbataatst ^eict day AfprSnd 
tettsew the fight.; hut Aripert,^ though he had 
not Im hisw-fp many, men as his aSaerfary; yet declining, 
^ ndbadf^ to Pttr hiftoriam a fecond eugageaient 

left l^'ienCTnfy SBaftcn»'#f Ibt fieilrof lajpc, and reti/t<^ 
{oPhV&« Bciijg jHjr&kd^f Aiptand, whOfe men were flP 
}e<s .enoPUWig^ If hk MtewaB, than dfripetfs AeW hftitt*' 
dated, he abandoned Basia, with a defign Aj>afsinto Gaulj 
and fery a new army, carrying with him For tlkt puipofe 
the teft nart «f hk ; but attempting to Fwim eroft 

the Tcfino, he was drowned Snaat river. Hts My 
found the neat day, and,1>uned whh great pomp m the 
church^ Stl Syipur, founded by Aripert, Wk htK.of tM 
name. His brother, Gantbcrt, fled to the kmg « ^ 
f rankSijM court to his «««• «ag«>*. 


fen, Wsi>n£4^^ ilccee^ him i* 

^.a^ 4W>a#44-ri4toriet. which he took froai tht 







ail his ioliiciicc 
to him even a 
^iiderahle 3i liei) city : but his offers proving 

caaefie£i:aal>^ the biftop %t iaft thundered againlt him . the 
^tyence.of excommunication. . Finding that Grimoald re* 
garded his, excdmoiuni^fions ifo mpre than his offers, 

tp whom he advifed to 

^bcJk tiiepitj; ^ fright* Iv fol|owcdhisadvice J made 

jput thfec hundred Lombards, 
^ five hundred pri* 

.whops ;ho oa^ied fpld the city to 

bi^ojp for fcventy weight .of gold *. Rorpuald 

dtedinry^iC^ ^antnfeisfucceeded'by his fon Adelai,^wlK) go- 
tomed daJf two ^eara, anti performed nothing worthy 

X.I Itl^heidhhddom^i^bf Friufi, had be^ ap- 

jmi^d dCtke hy ^rLmoald^ .was Ifupcceded by Landar, and 
]bc/bf Rodewfld, mVwhofd^. .^fence Apsfrid feized on the 
after, aij^iring to the crown, , began to 
Itafce.gre^t; pryjarations for ffeiipportan^an undertaWng ; but 
ppntpcit, ,,.^h^ reigned at.:tb‘at- dmc, bejng privately ac- 
.4)iiamted hls.defign, to intercept him as 

r£e was y^rpna : fpared bis life; 

b«t fcnt fi% jbc. had caufed his eyes 

; w ,n^n timcilkbdoald dying, his bro- 

thej Aldo fuccpedcd to the dukedim," which be governed, 
,9tQlK^il^t to >our hi^orii^bne jeaf and feven months. 

whbmi^jdpdpnlypr^eaorji^ the dukedom, was 
fupjeeded.hg-Ferdulf^ .killed rby 'the Sclavonians, 
w <hi|^om,, .except Munichis, 

who had ihe/goo4 efcape. Corvulus 

tbeny^i^nted .duke.by whom he foon 

difpUigedfvan# «rafi^ aeepisnt'^pofitd,;4iiid deprived 








to the 

! j($if|^!iUte inibo Jud 

;tb^ up ^h . his 

. .. -p >{ 



% GOnfJanief^iRrited' him to a rw» nm~ 
banquet at Iris houfei where he had' a0afl&Rs foficealed, arho J^aatt 
upon a fignal' agreed on beforehand, wete tq ru(h into the 
nrom where the king ^as, and difpatch him. Luitprand^re- 
ceivirig priiwe inte&gentie of the treafon that ^was forming 
agahttt hinij feat for Rotharis to* tfee palace, who, finding 
himfelf tlifcOrercd, inftatitly drew his fword, with a dcfign 
to kill the king; ^ut he defei^ed himfqlf with great bravtirg, 
till his guards, alarmed at the i»ife, difpatched the traitor. 

He ibmedtnes fuffercd himfelf tS be trahfported by his 
courage beyond what waft prddent in a prince, on whofe 
fafety depended the welfare olbibft f ubtef ts. Being iri- 
formed ^at two of biS attendants had confpired againft his 
IH*, an4 only waited a favourable ojflportunity of putting 
their defign in execution, he one dSy Walked out with 
thpmwlone into a thick wood, when, drawing his fword, 
be upbraided liem with their treach«y, and told them, 
that they now bad the opportuni^tbey fo long wiAcd fm; 
therefore might try if they*could compafs their wicked 
fign. ''Thdr fovtereign’s magnanimity, and .the TOnfciouf- 
nefs of their owiv guilt, made fuch a deep impreffion upon 
their minds, th« they threw thcmfelves at his feet, an^ 
confefling the truth# acknowleged riiemfelvcs unworthy ot 
mercy, generous prince not only forgave, but, receiv- 

ing them into favour, prefetr^ them afterwards to great 

**HavI^'thua’ovcrcome his cnhnries at home ^7 

and ftre««hened hisintereft abroad by marrying ‘he daugh- 

ter Of the duke of the 

tamed him and his father in their dtftrefs, he 
felf, in imitation of his predeceflors 

mAe making.new laws, for the if tU 

kingdom, aoj admiiriftration of juftice. pavia. 

firlf ofrh^ rdgni ^n^ned a f 

with ^ cobferit and approhatioa of b« nol^, ann 
judges fiiom aa|‘*rt8_ i^^ and Gri- 


a«<oOfallih T^i«d» 

df ^o .j Wnodom**^ 





(ffiK jLawItaa^ : .i&jr the 

|«ig^ pmoBg JeekMe «df their asd fiitding 

ih«r«n^en»« ,o( ' iiUi«p9M« fitiaffa^pg, .them, or 

lllSi!!Miin{t..<tJieir md'aKfmtm <0 •* 

the^wot 

fif 4he htofrAam^tif «i|^>j,«iiRb»i^ «8«e4utU i¥l«te-w the 

■ihnitptetad, itepeUedl'Iir h» Mahtleen, ^cjhed eU op* 
p»««nitics.;flf -<e«Uii^^ ^^^detetw^P* *t fbe expense of 
4hp-4Pwp«WM8ai jWid »K>H8ehen *>re*f fa. 

PQNhBble-oocafid&fllRi!^ : tiiQo.l£ili4Q|i4,--«ho pt jhpttiBie 

feibwd 

^ry 





















«C» ht 

lh!»r.lea«i".ai»i, murmog 




hfifare .• 

dated) W . , 

Accordiog^fse. 


iah^ltants ^ba» iotimi* 
tbe i;pdu£lioQ of that place. 

— — —1 ™- oriihyagainftlit, muI, by fre- 
qiKMit^ai^s^) and Mrnfon to fiich 

T j thktjthe ciMMrdh^ finding t&qr coiid hold oat no 
longer, iJidjMrpwtti wdirf, ^f!»<^y withdrew. Loiit- Yr. of K. 
prand, Wj>r»»w af his «!«rcat,.aH«<dcrf die town with . 
more .vio^oe tlwin cwr* and havftig carried it by ftorm, •'*- ”• ^*** 
gave it t|p:f«’iK |>l»adfc«!d% his fdWlers, who found in it 
an imtaepfc hoptf, diad befn filr a long »mc the feat gKdpbm. 
of the %(«»» mpcnprs*«,<>f the 0ctfhic Idings, and the Arid*. 
e;KVC)»*n I)l»e JW^btOaon of followed by the-w** 

farrendeTf citiW trf the esanlfoaie, which Luife 

prand » dofeedsOT* appointing Hildebrand, hia 

grandfon» t» govern it with the title of duke, aRd giving 
hint, ^ ’fio."wns ypt no ipfant* Pefedeus duke of Vicenaa 

for hia-gWffdian !>» • * • _ ' 

Tho^etjagnefi BsavetW, hod .the j^atcj part of the- 
eaarchsddi gtfiWtl^ aiif*a«d it biflic^ of Rom^ 

H« witf l^n at wianofc with tlto empew, jraote cditt 
againft ite worfMp of itongea be ^ o TO^ ed 

y . » OPpOBrt 1 O.J.. tftui 


oua 


leaa ntira oiw eawc. ■-''.r-t; ' . ^ r . 

of the P0«wf of tJ«* lA<abi*fd*?d*ap all h.rpr^eeeffors had 
beeii. «fotf«d.i4 i«8t jt ftop to *heir congueas. The only 
prince tollely, fo ' ^l V 

pape*e fotaur, vmA #he fttpr tone 









wu* 

f 


ffip0 0rf^ 

gprv ^^liifir^ 
r #4 


t^wurds. 4 »t he deil^d to 

h*fiege that ptyf bat tamihg os a-fudden toirards Ra- 
*m^2ti befieged it by had, whUe% Venetians invefted it 
^6ft_at the ftiihe inttant 1^ fea. '^tedewi defended the 
for fomc time v^ifti grelt ‘ courage^ and rcfolutiom 
t^ging all thofe . who ’Were able to, bear arms to repair to 
totalis* but the¥<|i«tiansliaring*sotwithftandingall op. 
^fition, forced open one t^the gates on the fide of the fea, 
tte city was tafccB,, aii« Percdeas flain, while he was at- 
tempting, at the bcwd of a choice body, to drive the enemy 
fern the had ipjtsed. HHdebrand fell into the 

hands of the VSBetians, trim, haring thus reconjjred Ra. 
eeitna f<w the empeSor, rcfowicd Isknej leaving tl^ exasch 
in pOffeflioa of ibe dty, Lnitprartd was then at Pavia 5 but 
thc'town was taken bcfoie he could tiffemWe his troo»s for 
itpeelieflJ . • 

Gregory, biihop of Rofo^ to whom the recovery of Ra- 
wmia was chiefly owing, pierfoading himfclf, that the cm- 
mror wouM, thresh gratifode,''give car to his remon- 
ntances and admonitions, began to' folicS him with more 
^ffing letters than ever to revoke his edidt againft the 
worfoip of image#} hot l^o, knowing that the bilhop, in 
. aU the ii«arfnreehe;toid,take9J, hadheen more influenced by 
a;*tgaid trf Wso^intcveft than<o that of^^^ empire, in. 
$ia|l of iiftening to bis . nBmhnttrsiitees, was ftill more pro- 
vided againft him for thusfobftinately cppofing the execu. 
tjoa of <018 edii^ , «'BeiQg therefore refowed at all events to 
have it obferv*!^ Some ftfelR asdi on the other hand, 
not doubting- Im^be pope <vouVd.ftrenuoufly oppofe it, in 
order to removed bbuacles, he fent tbrw oflBcers to Rome, 
irith private- oniea -efther to difpatch the pope, or to take 
him prifoae^, mid ednvey faim. to Cooftantinople, At the 
fome rimofae wrote to Mauritiss duke of Rome, fecretly 
ei^ing him. to aflift his olEam in their undertaking ; 6ut 
iw e^qwitQnity oflbriBg to ^ut their defign in 

exetmtidto*; At ca^npr. -in theyestf;^as, .recaUed Schola. 
ft^^.aad^tB^:^&Mdrias>it^|tMy« to govern in his 
nsk^j-; '.wdi^'l^o^.'^iiSiwdbkns dhr-etacounge- the Above 
tsoimtinedhiffi&etf'snthHkepstnii^' df great rewards, and 
■fo «ftire>tl^'ja{4^ 'jpss|mdintf.'-'i 

and two 
citi«ess>(^ • 

MSi a«d|kitt‘niii4e«tii^ 



of 

todk ' mouaftte habit, and ended 
his (iaya V jSic Jc^rcli, in compliance with the cmpcror'a 
carders, refbivcd.to proceed no longer by l^cret plots, but by 
open force. Accordingly, he beg^ii his march, at the head rj^g^x* 
of a confiderable body^of troops, for Rome, with a defign to «/• 
jsizc on the papc, and fcntl hint in chains tb Conftanti- 
nople; but, on this occafion, Luifprand, though inccnfed 
againft Gregory for having^excited tjic Venetians againft 
him, refoivcd to aflift him, atjd the citizens of Rome, * 
j^gainft the exarch, in order to k^p the biiiancc even be- 
tween tbern* and, by affifting fometimes the one, and 
fometimes the other, weaken b^|)« ♦Purfuant to this refo- wJmfsJtm 
lution, b^ ordered the Lombards ofTufcatfy, and thofe 
thj| dukgdom of Spoleto, to join the p«p«, anddthe inhabit- 
ants of Rome, who, being by this reinforcement, farfupe- 
rior ig ftrength and number tp the exarch, obliged him to 
return to Ravenna* and relign all thoughts of ahy farther 
attempt on the perfon of the popcf 

In the mean time Leo, perfifting in his former refolution 
of fupprfelGng throughout hi| dominions the worfliip of 
images, fent frefft orders to the exarch PaulJ ftri<!ii^ly com- 
manding him to cs^ufe his cdi<a to be put in^cxecution in 
allthe cities pfjtaly under his c^i^pirc, efpecially in Rome, 

At the fame tirne Ji^ wrote to the pope,, promifing him his 
favour and proteQion, if die complied with the edi^l ; and 
declaring him, if be continued* to oppofe it, a rebel, and no 
longw v^fted with the papal dignity ; but Gregory was ib Thefgpt 
far from yielding ^he emperor^s threats or promifes, that, ^pp^faf 
on the contrary, he fokmniy excommunicated the exarch 
for attempting tp.put tbe^mp^rial cdi£f in exccutipn. At 
the ftme time, he wrote circular letters to the Venetians, to tmagn. 
king Luijtpt'and) to the lombard dukes, and all 
cities ;pf the.emj^ei exb^brring them tef Continue itedfaft m 
the cathedk faf^ and pppofe with all their power Inch a 
detectable innovation* 'jbcfeJsJtcrs made fuch an impfemon 
on tbfc tnin<k. oef tthe people i« Italy, that, though of differ- 
ent intereffs, and often at war with oift ^^jotner, they aJl 
Ignited, proteftingthoj would defend tbe^cathoJic fhith,^nd 
the life of the fo glorious a caulc, at the 

of ^eir owii ; and. the citizens Rome, and the inha^- 
antgof i^eptapolis, now Marca d’ Ancona, not 
tl^atfelyes withfuch a'proteftation, ;revd^d 
pew* and, OfejTtprnmg bis ftatucs, cleacd, by _ 

aptjh^pty,.x 9 agl 8 fatea to govern them during ^he ipt i;r 
Tcgnirm* . 

• AMUt. in GregylL Sigeii. «« Ann. 7*5* ^ 

EwvJUv, p. ja, 






^ Rmag!* 
iuttftihmu 

prttMd^ 


f»ti*4^sput 
ikeir dake 


f arty in fti|rcma, ^ puTfu^fth **tx> the wpcittd 

j^ic^m Mm .tte^cittpondirs, td xtmtrre the imagca, as fo 
oat of tfte ardverfc party, ftrp. 

towma, sm^, at- 

'|&^4t%7^c tcoOOctatt% w ii02^e4rte|]^ they ftyiod 
gave rife to a dvil wr tralfc of R^cnna, 

IGreat nombers wcftf idlica oa bbtfa fidcs^ boetbofewho 
for tbe worfeip iraagea at kfe prevailing, a dreadful 
Hl^ghter fiiadc df the oppofite garty, and, atnong the 
the cdfisrth hithfeif was murdered. However^ the city 
.^ilavefitia coijtipuecf ferlihful to the emperor ; but moft of 
cfdeadf R^s^ha beldtofog tairchatis, aod all 

#bfe of #tetapo^J^or i^f Mhtca^ #dincwa, abhorring ahe 
^iificitperojr of the 


li i?pho* 


the^catholie raftigion, 


: care to improve the dubontent of the people to his ad- 
f'^tage, by reprefenting; ^at they could never maintain 
. tieir t^ts h Irrinee, was not on^ a 

hbretic, a pe^rfeeiitOr df^e orthodoa^ J 

In Naples/ £xhilaiiams,iiihike of that city, having receiv- 
ed peremptevy orders froiii: the emperor to cawfc his edift 
to be put in ekaeotioh, dfdrall that ky in his power to per- 
ibade the pedpte^ to wcttlie it ; but finding all his endea- 
t^rs coopteftiieid'by the blfl^f.4^^ Romet'for whom the 
'Keapolitahi Iwd a ^eat venertttion, he hired 'afia^ns to 
murder him. The pW btfing difeoveted, the Neapolitans, 
hicenfed agakift the duke, tore both him wnd hiafon to 
pieces,' ^d likewife afftifeatect of his chief officers, 
wlio hsA compofed a *« Luitpiand, 
smd Ghbgory ddke fifiking ib .favourable an 

dh^rfitiiitif to dukhdpm of 


I&plet/ eaerised:^wi^<3^'|cr|p^^ to 



ihe hmimit* ^ 

wait abfbi^ mceffiuyfiir 

the T*** «**«=*^ “0 Pa'"« toget ^BiArtfcfc 

the pope^A^ lii»pia<ir«> i buta me^^erjAtho/n he had feat nt* mw 
tff l^ey ^^‘Appeel^clcd bjr th« cidz«n«, and an or^ tta^rck ^ 
iQ\xnd »0m'*the cmpiror to all his- officers ia that timpt^§ 

city., eoMiailHldiaf tbem to ‘murdir, the pope at all events, 
the popd'^ frieadS' henceforth guarded him with foch care, 
thatt^dxai^# emilTaries could ne^r afee wards find'an 
opportflMitr®^ *^”‘‘ ‘**%?* As for the meflen- 

ger, l^aoiBttns would- have put him to Veath ; but the 
ppe iai$fpofed^ eontlntitig himfelf with excommunicating 

theenandf- _ 

the enraged more than ever agamft Leo, and, rfe«r»4s 

onttheedhee faondr unwilling toliVc uftder the* Lombards, 
refolred to revolt' feoBh dre empetw, arid appoint their own ttmfvtl 
magiftrateps fccepng' tbentfelves united under the^pope, a<rt /«*»=- 
at tilts tinfe as- th«pp*ii«Se, but only as their head, ihis 
ftewtlra^l!obh.«Cordlng^y, and fron> tbefc flender begin- 
iririgs the fovereignty of Ac popes in Italy twh its rife, 
though they did itet then, as is commonly fuf^fcd by hiito- 
TianssbjBt' many ^ra afterbecomefovereign lords of Rome. 

Ettty^ua faited*ia his-defigtt upon the hfe,of the pope 
but'bav^ff Nrith him fi?o^ Conftantinople a great 

nuraberof tfoepifhe eaflly quelled the 

and'.feverely pqiiiflfed th® authors of the late difturbance^ 

As for the Wilibus Romani he was convinced be epu W 
never, reduce them as long as Aey were fupported by the 
Wngirf riJO J-orobards} and- therefore of d« ' 

art W policy to tsfcft off^that pnhcc from Ae party of the 

Kihhi^i’ and brifig hiip: over <0 his own. . w « 

Es^mrinid, for fome time, withftood his offisfs , ^ graSmui 
dhke of i^leto, revolting at this v^ j«ac‘ aiunm 
em^ng ^ opportunity, ofoed to »Ar «.«* 

, »■ iL 

5^ 4Sj^f°bei«« a^to refift two foeh ^mwrs. 




nol onfe.gtaat'fk 

^ alteffancc-^*^ bofta«».f<» 


fntim 



tmy. ^ 

iatafe fidelity;. ' the armies marched, in 

Jbi^Mmte, poribaitcc. pt the treaty, to' Rome, aii4 encamj^d in the 
HieadPws ofl^erojctwccn the Titer and the Vatican. 

'r Gregory haJ caufed this cky to be fortified $ but being 
fehfible that the Romans alone cout^ not long hold out 
againft two *fuch armies,® and ftfleflingon the kindtreat-^ 
ihent the dnke of Spoleto bad rectiyed on his fubmitting 
to Ae king, he refoliied to fpUow Accord- 
ingly, taking with the elcr|3r, and the principal 

inhabitants of the city, lie went to wait on the king in his 
tpr^ef €^int>; and there, wiitb i pathetic foftened Luit- 

j prand to fiaeh adegtec/thaj, throwing Hmfelf at his feet 

m,the prefence df whofe army, he implored pjydon for 
catering into an aHtimcc ageinft himi aftd aflbringjiim gl 
ftrfimSa bis pfotefltion fw thfcfutumi went whh him to the church 
M^utfrmnd ^ St. Peter inhere, himfclf in the picfeope of 

wrmfifh* hSi chief Officers, he laid ®is girdle^ his fword, and his 







iSct, '^h hia royal mantle, his drown of gold, and 
croifs of filler, on the apoftte^s ft«ulcbre. After this cere- 
mony he redo^Ued the pope' Vith the exarch, who* was re- 
ceived into the city, where he oohtbueS for fomc time, 
^aintainiog fpendly cofrcf|J^ind«Hce/with the jwpc *. At 
this period yh impofebr, yiabing ihe name of Tiberius, and 
pretending to be defeended frob tfefe emperOrs, feduced a 
gr^at many people In TtiCqany, itnd Was proclaimed em- 
The eaarch rcfolved*to in^ch agai^ bim; but as 
he;^d hot fnfficient forces yto oppdfe the rebels, Gregory, 
who let no Oj^ortnnity flip of obliging Leo, perfuaded the 
Romana^ ajtend the exarch in this expedition ; by which , 
meinithe^ fp^h callie, his head was 

font to the cihpcror, and the rebellion totally fupprefled : 
blit the emperor ilill mflilingon his edi^ agaihftthe images 
]teihg rcecivj^ in Rofhc, the: Romany, at the inftigation of 
the publicly renounced their allegiance to Leo, ffeid 
him more tribute, and withdrew for evar their obedience 
frdm^ the erhperors^of the Eafti* 

Ijfw, titfarmed of this revolt, and not queftioning but 
the pope riie gOthor of it, immediately caufed all the 
mttrio^iea'dfljhc church of Rome in Sicily, Calabria, and 
to be^confiicated. ^ At the fame' time 
;%e d^1i^VpQwe army to be. taHed* with a defign to 

t» chaftifc the Ro* 

^ "j^l, to te revenged bn 

fahd ial^ aS thefe ^j^fturbances, by oppof- 

^ to.oppofe;-^ 



of the l^batjis, 

tion of hi*! .. Gregory,, gr^tlp alarmed at the warlike 
preparations that kerc carrying on througliout the empire^ 
and well knowing that they were chiefly dtfignedagaina him 
and the Romans, refolved to recur to the^prote<aioii of the 
Frenchf the^only nati<m at that time capable of oppoflng 
the emperor, and on Vhons, on account of their zeal for 
fcligion, he thought he might depend. The Lombards were 
then very powerful ; but, as they wanted to be maftera of 
Rome, he did not think it politic to rfuft them. The Ve- 
netians, though zealous in the defence of tjfie. pope, were 
not yet in a condition to withftand the power of the empe- 
ror ; and befidcs, were jealous of the Lombards, who watched 
all opportunities of enlarging Iheir doihioions at the ex- 
pellee oPtbeir neighbours. Spain was^thpn in ^ mod dc- 
plirablc^ndition, over-ran and aim^ vjholly ruined by 
the Saracens. 

The French nation was governed by the celebrated Charles 
Martel, who had diftinguiflied himfeif in a mod eminent 
manner in the wars of Fraijce and Germany, and had, not 
long before, gained a fignal vi^^ory over the Saracens in the 
neighbourhood of Tours ; on which accounif he was gene- 
rallv reputed thc’bcd commander, and the created hero, 
of iiis time. To him, therefore, Gregory ftnt a folema*^i£A)*l4i/ 
embafly, with a great number of reliques, earnedly intreat- 
ing to take the Romans and the church under his protec- 
tion, and defend them againft,the attempts of Leo. The 
ambafladors were received with^xtraordinary marks of^^- 
nour, and a treaty was foon concluded between them and 
Charles, who engaged to march into Italy in perfon, at the 
head of powerful armvf in defence of the Romans and 
the churcl^, if they fliould be attacked either by the empe- 
ror or the Lombards. On the other hand, the Romans en- 
gaged to acknowlege him for their, proteftor, and confer on 
him* the favour of' the conliilfl»ip> as it had been 
.beftowed jwt Clbru by the emperor 
prince fiad defeated the ViUgoths. Thj ambaffa^rs re- 

turned from Trance loaded with rich prefen^ 5 u - 
' «» . . 1 5 4'hAir npfrotiations. tor 


gory did not loiw enjoy the fruit of thair ncgotiaoons, tor 
® "ied the m y^; 73«. was fScceedcd by Grc- 

itt. 


The emperor 'i^4ying, was 
ftamine, fumamed Copronymus, who, 

Oepa oe his fatl^, renewed Ws 
bpgsm to profecute all thofe up 

'Witih ordering the «^ge» to be remo > 

Vidt sd Grqi: T“' *5* 


,rh. 



ef. 

lic^ys to 

Mi<a>«' *#«*» aflwaro: ttr tte ioaflored. 

Tfkig eii&.waaStni ^ and con- 
4|fia^'t&(::;ftb«aarin't^ fiatfolRBtof' fe- 

Mniahiptjli^elVer tfis em{i^, «^«^lly as, 

|tetegaar?injteribe prstpfifcn-of Cl^^^s;l!^Ba^d, dtey iiad 
«<|^ili^{;.tt» fcar ihsn^tlie emp^roiV . l^^y.^aisfore drove 
of th^rd^-fiicM of tl>«;^perijKf O^ei^afthey bad hi^ 
tbtttp fii^ed’tD. cbHrfifue i^' it j an«F by tfibr Ifep- abptiibed 
tlboyeryiSiadbtyof doidinibitM'fi^ch tfafe empdor had among 
:®em; . ^Tbe' cmpnor Iieo'^yWnor .Ib^furvyved' by (Siogory 
iS& llJrficocjftfr'Zacbaty t«»iiB i&aid defl^'than he 
dSi^liatG^ » ifllpw^mbaa^ to intrea^rg 

nt rcdSur fout^itihs, which had been (umndered to 
upon bis raiung the bege of Rome. LuitBnmdTeceived 
l^atBfa*^dbrs'«l£ii'exttaerd!iiwy:iX(arin of ' honour, and 
Ibetpcidiindbied to. cemp^ ^ith t^r requelF'; butas the 
db&edfnsffiBttidtwrard&lbfed'faom- time touiftie, Zachary, 
in ifldtsdtBi .(Siegory, wCnt in neifbd' tty wait on the 
Itini^atnsi^bcPBy/aR. ttte cldR^ * Buitprsmd; who 

was tfadr ar'^r^ fdjceiadfWm witb-.iBe a^afcft' refjfefti 
and' not g^,gffliltfedMi«n*ft»-r<tou«jC, b«r.rea^d to the 
cSibvb tdrltmtartfer j^tthnqny' urSUrihB^.wlficfa' bad' been 
c(»cfnbat«d,t5irtyyearrfief]m, and condtided'a peace with 
iMRmihttfa for dwetity yeaM& '^KmanHr t|!e^ Idter end of 
)iii«riiMpxtk^^ beinvadisd'ibeeinitliate} 
wpa midlBnK ttttr«(sceaary pre- ^ 
place 







tf the Wmhardt. 
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aic the only ftittts ^ich the writers ^f tljore times \>ave 
been aMe to diCpwier m liis charaaer. Jle founded many 
churcbeft and monaftcries, enumerated by^aujus Diaconus^ 
the yeftigcaipf which are admired this day* (S), 

Luitprand was fucqeeded by his grandfon Hildeprand or Hiftfrhr^d 
Jlildebraad, whom he had, ^omc^^ars before, *taken for his 
colleague in the kingdom: but the Lombards, finding him 
unequal to fo great a charge^ depofild him, after a (Ifyt 
reign of feVen months, and in his room raifed to the throne ch/in in 
Rachis, duke of Friuli, a perfon‘!nuch efteemed for his r§om. 
piety and eminettt vihues He afeended the throne in 
744> ^9 unfpeakable fatisfa£tpn*of the whole nation; 
and, in the beginning of his reign, confiTrmed the peace 
wifh Zahary and the Romans, which had b#en granted 
them by his predccelfbr. In the fecontt year of his reign, 
finding the laws of the Lombards ftill defetStive, notwith** 

Handing the many alterations and additions made by the 
preceding kings, he refolved to fhpply the deficiency, and 
mitigate fomc particular laws that were deemed too rigo- 
rous* ^Accordingly, having convened the ftates in Pavia, 
he, with ^eir confent and approbation, publifhed a new 
code in 745; and ordered it to be obferved throughout 
dominions* This code, containing eleven chapters, is ftill 
to be iecn in the* monaftcry of Cava» in the kingdom 01 
Naples^- , 

Having thus provided his .(hbje£^s with excellent l^ws, 
and fettled the affairs of the kiftgdom to his fatisfafti^, 
he fnddenly turned his thoughts upon war. Stimulatjjp by 
the ambition of enlarging his dominions, he raifed a conii- 
dcrable army, and puttingThim^lf at the head of it, retook 
fcvcral places in PentapoHs, which had revolted from him ; 
then entering the Roman dukedom, laid clofc fiege to Pe- Hei^adej 
rugia. The emperor was at a great dtftance, znddidnot ^R^a m 
regard the affairs of Italy. The exarch was not m a co^ 
dition to defend himfelf, mach Icfs to protea his e g ^egetr 
bon«. . .Zacharyi tberefom, mftead of Wiciurig thc a&ft- 

ance iifbcr of.the emperor could 

wfaetheir,.)^ his, own authority and charS^cr, h 


t PtUL l>5ac* lib* cap* S7» 5** 
In Longob^ p* s* 

I ’ 0) the Lidt- 

pn^, j^dlju l^sewtts elofes 

hjs-^hiiwty o^ 

He was deacon of thei church 
of Poruin Julii, ha the ter^jio^ 

■Jicv'n. ' 


. S Erch. apud Peregrin* 
fc Idem^ ibid* 

of which city his great-grand- 
father’s feher fettled, whe, the 

IjOB^rds, his countrymen, nru 

came into Italy* 


¥ert 





«C f otfilM bis 

A'T formed jo%ney ba4:pmr«dtfiKe€^^ his csi- 

pdSbtcron; he iiefohrtd ficf andtnrtfthe ant^r. Accordingly, 
ike «rent in perfen to thff cankp o£ Eb^chie, under the walls 
''0 i^d b<Sh|^r^imt«d hf ^^e wi^ great 

la^rttr of Tefped mxS re^llmtcd -with fttek 

9n/i' energy the tefemd for tfcoife who 

S invade the o# ethers^ thki Kachlsv deeply 

wifli his fcecqbt rsiifed Ac fiege of Pc- 

tot rertoted'^ PeneapoKs, 

s*ffc^yr«fenOc landiamthOney bf the made rnch a ftinong 

cm wt the fciiohrinf year he wew to 

liMief wiA Iris' wSfe Tarik, ^dbik^ebughh^t Patroda, to 
hw dSifkT* white he W2i) in Aat 

with the %ntiiufiate; of ret^ton> he renounced his 
himfrif kf the feet^ took 

^le kaWt of St. Btotedife andrefaed to Ac monafery of 
l^nOe where* hf%ent A'i remakit^ Of his cteya^ 

ttt#d washfenotrtd kfler hte ^!h by thdfc monks gis a faint. 
ff^z, {riswifti ttnd feitiWat> Ids d»ugl|bcr>; followed his 
a htonaftfcry of founded by 

« Aem at a i«all £jliaihce ittm Mottte"Caffino K 

'fhe LoOafeardtw hektd. that ftaeWs had re6gncd 
erowtt thartii affemblrBg m they choife his brother 
A*D'.'y$f4 Aft^i|phus, or AiHulphuSy. k' m.SSS df great gallantry in the 
arid wifoorit' ftt’toii^. Kfe raifo^mc kingdotn of 
to Ae Wglioft ptch of grandeur; wbteh oc- 
qini^ed toteV roln^ ao wo fha;^ foOo relate. Id the he- 

conchtded bc- 

I ltekn the follow- 

ing year, ^52, and was fueceeded hy^ej^ben 11. Buf Ste- 
ph^t^ histsiiig htdd^ fee three dap, died cm the fourth, 
and in h«i room Was cfeofctt anodny,. named Itkewifo Ste- 

S heixfi whom thriwifoienis eall Stt^en II. not reckoning 
te predeci^or^! Who tSed hefore fe wafe tonfetrated; for 
fo tne^ ^s tM^fefEbu flow d54 net iririke^ popc^^but 
the St^en -l|«: enr* \ar At modefn writers 

j eM! 1^9 the thfitf,. emfite lUoiiAa idfor Mit eledfos, dlf- 
teg^Ws taSring^Sniphus, whh tjich prefents, to 
Ae petM^ yAi^ Ibkdi ham txdriy ffzatti fey that 

talked exiesdo4;:the 


k'lif^. ■ 



of tht ZiUtAarJit. 

^ b«t to diTCrt the po^ from oppofing the 

dcfig^k h^'Wd u^At tht exarchate^ whiifk he was rcfoWdd 
ts> invaidef the etnperer Conllantinc Copronyaius being then 
engaged in^ ?t War with the Saracens ati^ Bulgarians, and all 
Alia and OrcecC itiifierablj defo^ated by a drq^dful plague. 
4fc h« could not have a more favourable opportu- 

ffityi of fubje^^g Ravenna, and the reft of the exarchate ; 
tbefcfoi^e, havMi^ raifed a vd*y coofiderable army, be march- 
ijd immediately tfo that city, and cl^fely befiegcd it. Euty- 
chius, virho wa« ftiil^cxarch, defended the* place for fome 
tittie with great vaknir j but finding his men quite exhaufted, 
and defpairrttg of relief, he at lift abandoned it to thp ene- 
my, aitd* returned by fea to Conftantinople. Aftulphus, 
thus become m»fterof the metropolis ^f^hc e&rchate, re- 
duced with gicat eafe the other cities, aitd all Pentapolis, 
which he added to his kingdom, and by that ad<Ji|jon raifcci 
the power of the Lombards to a hi^gher pitch than any of 
his predeceftbrs had ever attained. Thus ended the exar- 
chate of p Ravenna, and wfth it the fplendour of that city, 
which, ever finer; the time of Valentinian,*the emperors 
had choTen for the place of their refidence, as it was after- 
wards the feat of the Gothic kings, and, upon their ex> 
pulfiott,^ of the exarchs, who, for the fpace of a hundred 
and eighty-three years, maintained the power and authority 
of the emperors of the Ebft in Italy. As the dukes of the 
other cities oT Italy,- and of ftome itfelf, were 
exarch, who refided at Ravenna, the bifhops of th^e 
contended' for precedency even with the bifhops of Kpme . 
hot a period was, at the fsyne time, put to the exarch*^ and 
to the kftre of that ancient mftropoHs, which was reduced 
fey the Lombaixisto a duken^m ; fo 
cayed, aiid in procefe of time funk mtp the deplorable con- 
dition in which it is at prefent. , , . 

Afttdphfw, n w tnafter of the exarchate, thought he h^ 
a j«ft tsiltf i» all the placea (tewnding on that 
confeqaeody t» the ftomaa Ahedom, ^ ‘ 

Be thereluK difpatclied a mc«en|er to 
Ae infeAitaim to ackiiew>kfge him 

aUttiagi ki ji^ificatioa of hU 

right a ovc/ Ae 

ti^h the emperors had tdl *hen ^ 

MMtfeaMMhf iome, aad^ the T fV-»« 

lilw«!5«»iie4eb^.hknttn:htowatdsRome. HaTingi^en 

Ae pope, that hp taao deWrmHMd » .':® ,«fa,ow- 

iMIt *W^ RoBtittft to ibe fword, rf ^hey . The 

J 1 X * * 


4«S 


fie rW^Af 
the exar^ 
thkte, and 
takei Ra» 
wnfta^ 


Yr. of FI. 
3100 . 

A. D. 751 * 

An end^ 
the titar- 
ehaUf 
whkh it 
changed 
into a 
daklttom 


Aftulphus 
invadii th§ 
Roman 
dukedom. 



^ -the 

pof^> idai^bl at tb& l«*ere merger atteinpted firft'to 4^ 
verr the kitig fron^this resolution by | fBlemn embafiy, at 
the' head of which* were the two of Monte Caffino 

aiKl«St. Vincemius, whoenceting thinking at Vulturnurp, a 
city in Catania, reminded him of the peace he had 
lately concluded with Stephen and the Romans} and en^ 
HeafOttted by arguments, prayers, and entreaties, to per- 
ftmne him not to break it, but to employ his arms clfe- 
wherc \ The two lcg|tcs 4ad brought rich, prefents with 
them for the kihg ; but he, reje£lit)^ them, inhfted upon 
his bckig acknowleged hy the pope and the Romans for 
their jfovereign. ^ This* ohftinacy threw Stephen into the 
.greateh perplexity imaginable ; for he found th^king of 
ihs Lombards unSlt^rabiy determined upon the rtdu^ion 
of Rome, and the Koman dukedom ; and, on the other 
hand, tb^mperor was not in a condition to defend them, 
mr put a Rep to the conquefts of fo powerful and warlike a 
prince, j The pope, up*on* the firft irruption of the Lorn* 
bards into the exarchate, had^ wftttcn preffing lettcjrs to the 
Si 2 ris emperor, reprefenting the danger Italy wm in, the difgrace 
^hich, f^rom the ,lofs of the countries he ftill poffefied 
|herc, wauW#>inTuture ages, be reflefled upon his memory, 
and the gi^y that would accrue to him from preferring fo 
valuable a pm tion of the empire* 

Ssht the emperor, inftead of ait army, fent John, with 
s:hara$to of ambQffador,*lo the king of the Lombards, 
^m^iridg him to reftore thc piaces he had already taken, 
and^t to difturb the peace Italy, by attempting the re- 
dnflton of others. John went ^rft to Rome, and From 
thence, attended by Paul, tSe pope's brother, to Ravenna, 
.where Aftulphus then was. The king received the mefl'age 
with the sitmoft co^j^tempt, and difmiflfed the meffengers 
with the feshm which -they might well have elpefied. Then 
,ihe pope lent his brother to &)nRaf tinoplef to acquaint the 
lem^ror, that the king of the d^omhards was not to be re- 
trained by his audioriry and to intreat him to fend 

a powerful army imo Italy-r without which Rome, and the 
reitudiisoftW'Bw^n coipive .io j:hat country, would be 
but Gon^minc at that time had no troops 
Sd l^re, 'being engaged in ocher wrs; fo that the pope, 
^..n^eH^^einyafiofi^aCth^ B^ati deHedom,.. thinking it. was 
tor^ave te&iirfe ioinm* «folvod, aftet the euampl® 
-tf 2achaf^, und the two Geegories, to: recur to the pfotec- 
^ Trailed' Tliat, kingdotn been jtrai]|»feriod, iome 
beAfire,:'froot^the l^£ovingiuin.jbo 4^^ Carlofins*^ 





4»S 


fife of the Imiards, 

fine ; the tel^brated t^epitii^fon to Charles Martel, waa 

then king* , 

As pope Zachary had borne a great fliarcin that tranfla* 
tlon> Pepin had promi^dto prottd his fee againilaUits 
cnemicB, efpedally againft^the Lombards. Sy phen, there- ft^cnf^ 
^ore, not doubling but Pepin would immediately perform Pipin,kt 9 g 
what he had promifed, difpatched privately a meflengerinto f>fFratrci^ 
Prance, to acquaint him with his diftrefs, and the dclii^ he 
had of conferring with him in perfon, provided he could do 
it without danger, and a fafc eonduA wefe procured Tor 
him from the kingV the Lombards, who already kept 
Rome in a manner blocked up. .•Pct)in, glad of the oppor- 
tunity ofp obliging the pope, fent immediately two perfons 
oidifti«ftion, to beg leave, in his naihe/of thd king of the 
Lombards, for Stephen to come out of •the city, and go 
With«him into France, l^e two ambaffadors /ound the 
Lombards in pofleflion of all the caftles and fortreffes in the 
neighbourhood of Rome, and reddy to inveft that ci^. 

However, Aftulphus willihgly complied with their requeft, fH^inn 

and fufFered the j)opc to repair, with them taFrance, where 

he was received by Pepin with the createft ^ 

and veneration. He laid before the king the deplorable 

condition to which he was reduced by the Lombards, and, 

imploring his affiftance and proteaion, 

all the authority of the apoftolic &e in his tehalf. On he 

Other hand Pepin aflured hiA ot his affiftance. ^ | 

prevailed upon Stephen to ftay^ill the winter was 

the army ready to iharch, both he, and his two on , ® 

and Carloman, were, in,the mean time, anointed By him 

with the holy uhaion, and.*with great fo'emmty, 

crated in the church of St. Denis kings of ^mncc. Th« 

ceremony Pepin thought would "ootpmend h m to the 

fpcaof his fubjeas, and greatly contribute to the eftab 

ment of the kingdom in hw^rfonan^^poft^^^^^ 

In the mean time Aftulphi^> g rsisKiiftiirnr a new publ^ei 
threatened him, '•ras wholly mt^t upoi p ^ g t,vit4,s. 

edia of laws, which isftill ‘o 

monaftery ol' Cava, and contains law8,%pe 

While hewa* Ads employed j® ^f him and h'u 

Ste^OA was niiociMlng m Frawc the ^ “ j ^ocef 

-kinldom. “Tthe L?mS. with th^ 

hiKl ptomifelto affift bun againft the ^omwr 

whl ftrength of bis re 

the i«»archate. and Pd8»^^^ w J *eLom- 

und^fetod,A Ae emperor, from wno 







th^ i' rtt>:pop«;i Sttdiiig the king ready 
fl^|ratify ll^iirt in all ys dci^ rcfoWl not to ncgle^ 
fo taaonraHe an Ojgportjimity of 2^yan«i3,zii)g IwmTcir} and 
ijf|(in{iated tMtJie could notbct^r ac- 

iyullE^kinifelf cf Ilia (^ligatiou^ to -thtf apoftolic fee, confult 
welfare df h 15 foul, -pi* reward him for the dangers he^ 
llad uudergoue,^ an^ the^atmt he had taJeen for the fafety 
of kaly and the cl^rf^h, than gifting both the c:car- 
ciate and Pentapolis to St. feter, taat isi, to himfelf. The 
|K)J>c prct^dedithat CohUsmtine had forfeited all right to 
* thofe countrksj by forfaking th^e proifedfioii of Italy# and 
pey/eentinjg the church#. 

ptfin not only promife^' to put Vim poflefii^ of the 
<xSMwate aM Pentapolis, if he Ihould fucceed in ^pelligg 
tife LomlwTds, Itut vonHrmed his promife wkh a fqlcmu 
oath, which wasifleewife taken by his fons Charles an^Car^ 
loman •When Pqpki was ready to proceed on his march 
for-Italy, the pope was talam iU, fo thart the expeditiexu waa 

K t offtHl the month of Auguft.® Meanwhile the pope, by 
jguent letters and medages# endeavoured to ^perfuade 
^K^ftuulphus to rellore wbat; oe had tak^ conjurh^ him 
if the holy myfteriea, and the trememteus day of Judge- 
feLcnt; to prewnt# by his compliance# the effuEoB of 
jphrj^iap bJood. pepin hkewife int^ofed his good oflfees# 
fendim; . three different embaffies to king of the t*om» 
haids, and eameftly intrfttirig him to content hknfeJf with 
fm^countries as had heen^poiieded by the k^s bis pre- 
But finding Aildlph us deaf to bis intreaties, he 
rcfolT^ to employ farce j „and accotdingjy, putting bimfelf 
the h^ad of his' army, he luarcBcd# amended, and ar»d 
oh by the pope, towards the Alps, fenidlng aparty of chofen 
mien hefbre| to open the p^s, Thefe Afta^hus attacked 
^tHgxeat yigouri hsd^Jns tipc^h&^rotrtedfe^^ 
who had the adviUifage of the groupd# he $cd wiA greajt 
> precipitation tpl^ia* 

W tk iPepin# findihgahe pafles clear# croSed mountains 


f:ffm h 

hAt 

nPe war 
pponihi 


A ““fJ'oldl ed, and, entering Italy* adyaneed to Bavia^ wiArp 

the ldt^ hadtak^vefi^i and pivt&pi k p^ eyciy fide, 
awrifed 'or IflS wwfe* fent W of 


• jMdJPeais^Uvnbt to ,0 iRsr 

^ *!«»“ a»T^ia«e, kp 4 




feP9ve4 



Wb* '^S^ry if the 

l^^ltMthcr with his whole thoB|h in th*! Tktixtri 
deptli winter, rctunicd joy to Romtj* ^^otMawd 

not d^ulitin^ “btit Aftulphus would foon fpt him in pofleff- 
fion of tJic countries wtiioh he had, by 1 foiemn oath, ^ [ 

in^cd to qfedci hut»Aftulph us* without the leaft regard 
cither to his oath, \>r tlic hoft^es, when he thought the 
^ftormlSpwp ^er by the dqpartuit of Pepin, infteivd of dc- 
livcfiiig Mp the countries he had feized, unexpcdcdl^ in. 

Tirded the feoman dultedom, and orfade himfelf mafter of 
fevera'l cities. he s^proached Row with his army, 

and clofely befiegedLitj not imagining that jPepin would pals 
iht A’lps a fecond time. In this, extremity Stephen had 
recourie to his prote£l:or, to ilhom he wrote three letters., 
which are ftillextant'*, couched in tbe^mpft fuljpiffivc terms. 

St. Peter, to whom the donation had byn made, is intro- 
duced fpeaking in thefe letters to the king, his two fon^ 
and all the ftates of Erapee, conjuring them tofcome to his 
relief, on pain of .being dchaired from the kingdom of 
'heaven ®. Pepin, greatly affe<aed by the pope’s wters, ana 
confidering the breach of faith in the king of the Lombards 
as an aiFront ofered to himfelf, refolved ft) have rccourfe 
ac-ain to arms." Having, therefore, with great expedition, 
aflemblcd his forces, he again dcpai ted for ft^y » of wbw* 
motion Aftttlnhus no fooner heard than, railing the ficgt 
of Rome, which had lafted already three months, he re- 
turned in gteat hafte to the defence of his own 
In the mean tinie Pepin, h»vh;g 
hadWn rent to defend the pafles of the 

the jBowet of his forces. Tnither Pepin follow $ ftmd nm 

dLation; to wt»- 


^k.^mlMffadors went firft ucarA^^ 

ygre informed, that 


eitol 


^ AimyiS* 





Wipin*s 

thim. 


•in oonfequencc'of this 
one them privately made the beft of his 
jyay^to ^via, erb^ he. uniderftc^ the king then was. 

th€, reft at MarfitiUes with legate, whom the 
pepe had fent with them from Romp, arid who, as they 
would havp Vhwarfcd their negotiations. The® 
e^baflWor, who was immediately introduced to the king, 
bavifig extolled, c*a his imder’s name,, the courage, 
t^ur, and conduft, whkh Pq)in had difplaycd in the pre- 
lect war with the Lombards, the comtnon enemy of the 
Cippxrc ^ad France^ reprefented, thatttc exarchate, with- 
out all difpu^, hedged i£kihc empire, from which it had 
l^en taken With the gr^teft injurace, while theiemperor 
^gag^in a war with the Saracens ; that, iiij^ce the 
had rctakcn«jt ft*om the unjuft invader, it was agree- 
to the rulea of equity, that he fhould reftore to> the 
^peror wliat was his; that the bifliop of Rome was his 
llmje^ ; and that finee he buffered him peaceably to enjoy 
been given him by princes and private perfons for 
m^taujing hi^ dignity, he chuld not ufuip the dominions 
« his fpwrcign, without being guilty, at the fame time,- of 
mgb treafem, ^d the moft cruel injuftice. The amhaflador 
dbnduded his fpeech by telling the king, that his mafter, 
who -deured nothing of others but what feemed agreeable to 
®^?ty, was .ready to pra£life it %imfelf ; and therefore 
i^imld willtdgljr reiiriljurfe hi* all the expeiices he had been 
tlsc exaTchate, and other places, taken 

. halting heard, with great attention what the am- 

bawdpr' fai^ replied, that thi; exarchate belonged to the ' 
I^qaeforof the lji)^ had acquired it by right 

6f '^'^r ; that- many' places had voluntarily fubmitted to 
having no other means to main- 
their reitg^ri Vtliat thcreafore the right of the Lombards 
w moaeio be queftibned than that 

ftf ^ Fre^hj to the countries Vhich they had taken from 
thp RoraOTs and yi%jths; , that the right which the Xom- 
was,deypftrcd open him, fo that he could dTpofe 
couqtn^s as he thought advifeablo j arid he had 
jud^id «- 'propbr to haftow mem bn the pope, tbaf the ca--' 
PWftrved hi iisfuU nbri^, md he no 
J^r .de^v^<id» mahy abottihahle tfrbrs of the 

vriiidi nothing 

.tain, to-^the laft JEdbodjt^.thci pope, an'd. 'the 

“s p^^lpiblQ tbdn. !He 



4 «» 


of the 

then ^ ambafladord, Nirithoiii fu^enng them t 6 

reply ^ \ end^ pairing the fie^e of Pavia with great vJgour^ 
reduced Aftdlphus to fuch diftrefs^ that, l^ing no longer 
able to hpld out, he fged for peace ; which was gninted.him dJMfjim 
by Fepint upon his promifing to perform immediately the fidmtt* 
treaty made the year before, an 8 ,.bcfidc 8 , to deliver up to 
the pope the ci^ of Commachio, a place at that time of great 
importance. This promile ^as confirmed by a folemn oath, 
and hoftages were given as fonmer[y. Pepin then renewed 
his donation, whereby he yielded to St. Peter, and his fuc^ news fa 
ccflbrs, the exarchait, Emilia now Romagna, and Penta- 
polis now Marca d’AnCona, with All the^ cities therein, to 
be held d)y them for ever ; and, having caufed a new in- 
(kume^t of the donation to be drawd ifp, hef delivered it, 
figned by himfelf, by his two fons Charfcs and Carloman, 
and^y the chief barons and prelates of France;^ to Fulard 
abbot of St. Denis, to be delivered into the i^pc’s hands* 

Fulard, whom Pepin had appointed his commilTary, having* 
receiveti this inftrument, •went, together with the commit- 
faries named by^Aftulphps, tS all the cities of the exarchate, 

Emilia, and Pentapolis 5 and, taking poflelEon of them in Yr.of EL 
the pope’s name, received hoftages, with whom he repair^ i 

to Rome, carrying with him the keys, and Pepin’s dona- 
lion, which were laid by the pope on St. Pet^s fepulchre. 

Fepin» 'having thus performed the promife be had made in'frft 
to the pope, Isft Italy, arid returned with his arijv to 
France i ( T). The pope comiflitted the government ojpthe tuarthau, 
exarchate to the archbifhop of Ravenna, who the#upo«i 
took the title of exarch, not asarchbilhop, but as an officer 
of the pope, now a temporal ^trince. Thus was the feeptre 
added to the keys, the fovereigi«y to the pnefthood, and the 
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(T) The exarchate comprif- 
cd, according to Sigonius (i), 
the following cities, namely, 
Ravenna, Bologna, Imofa, Fa- 
txiTAi FoflimpcJ^, Forli^ Ce- 
finm, Bobbio, Ferrara, 

Adria, Cervia, and Scc- 
wef» all delivered 
j^, Factm and 
Fer^i^ p€!ita|i«olt 8 , or wrea 


mini, Pefero, 

Sinigaglia, Ancona, Ofiroo, u- 
mana, Jen# FolTombrone, 
teferctro, Urbmo, the B^ncfian 
Rrritory, C^gh, Luccoli, aj^ 

Eugobio, with their ttiyitonet 

atZ diftrias, as appears from 
the donation ofLcwiivtbePiou^ 
by which Pepin’s donatipn 
confirmed* 


|i) Ssgon* ad Ann# 7S^ 


popen 



n©- 
as 


fmr^ leiwtejt wi& tfee4ip<i^:jrf ib<5 

Pile ftoiznin en^exvir©. 

. 4 * -wMtept all to^pn- 

J^ica^nc theq^ 'fen^ior, fom^ autbofs. Ustve tlioughi^ ftat 
was ma^ 'in his that thls^^aW rife 

IP fable *<rf the dOf»atHo« ctf Coa^ftj:ipe tbe prcat •'. Be 
as it raay# from this tlm^ the pb^s left off -tahin^ r 
the years <>f the -emperor^ itt axfelt biiSs andietteia# 
bad done bitbeftoi dc^pplidln^ pp 6 n the pro- 

t^ion of yraa<2Ct withdrew d^ir Mcdrenoe from the em- 
and wptild be ^o longer deemed his fubjedts. The 
^fifenebv who pique jkbetjhifeVes upon being the firft authors 
ixf the ,pope*« terrtporal grabSeur, will not, howevgr, allow 
l^epin to ha^ isvts veiled them with ihe fovereignty, it b^ 
mant£el|^ la^ tliey, that the fovereignty remSlaed m 
and his drfoendants j and was exereifed by thq^ all 
Wer italy?^ ‘Wirfi them .moft authors ag^ee, and, among 
i|be f eft, the learned jjSigbnias. Ifetrns d.e area maintains 
Tifc3^jopii£ioi;i, smd,a^ fenictiipe, tellsnis, how the pqpes, 
by degrees^ ib^wpanic ifo^eigns of Home* The exarchate of 
Savetma, wtitcr^ being i^ldecttn ijhe popet the 

' Igyvcmnna^ oobimi for the 

dnbeSom bad^ beeti al«v«a;re fubjeO: to the exarch : 
fen;:enqj|d^ was vefted in the einpetor, but the 

',a&mnaR^ralibn ; ;whcreTore the pope, 

:^bm be bcaiaq^ie of i^e exaitihate, clainied it, and 

1 io govern feemcjopot a$ fovercigw, b«t only with 
ij^e^V^hfulty jLhat in the exarch, till the 

^<ar when thie aiitVoritj of the Emperors* facceiTors of 
dedfcting in Itgly, Charles the Bald yielded 
^ 1 ^tsektmjtaii»and^ibv^ei|^ty over Borne, ,t© the a^flolic 
lee V Hence Conf&nfine r^rpbyrogeniths, deferibing the 
Jla^^ ^s Jtiwi, that i% about the year . ^ 4 , 

pope as i<s foveroign^ 
It imoh the dcctenfion.bf t|je 'Weftern empire, when it 
waiicptifih^ to diat the pope, ar well as 

fovemgtity, ;:iv'bich 

• t libat pffince; fitting W 

arid the .btb,ef coun- 
!l 6 Jbe*© tka^-bi,m,relf, 

mirn ^ 

-etc 


Itoaniiettt. de imu^ eontta. 
Ii^j^eap. sx» wxm* ^4 




^hi Hijimy 0/ the Lon^wriu 




wh6a he ^4 apt doubt, wouU mum into Italy, and renew 
tbe war : but wboje* in the height of thefe warlike prepa- 
ration$^ jhe waa one day taking the cfivetfion of hunting in 
a neighbouring foreft, ha was killed^ acSordlug to fome, by 
a wild boar^ according to others, by a f;ill from his hbrfe: 
Erehemperm^ writes^ that be wae killed with ^ arrow * (U). 

*As the <Jecca?red king left no ilTue *malc behind him, and his 
brother Rachis had taken tfec monaflie habit, the LorttUard 
lords began to aflcmble, in order to proceed to a new elec- 
tion: but in the mean time DefideriuSj Mihom Aftulphus Vr, of Ft 
had raifed to the dukedom of Tufeany, and made comes P®4. 
llabuli^ or maflcr of the horfe. caufed himfelf to be pro- • A.P, 75 ^ 
daimed^iking by his Tufean Lombards.*^ This ufurpation 
Rachis jio fooncr unulerllood than, rupeuting <)f his former caufej hm* 
re£bl(Ution^ he ferolved to quit the moitafUcJife, and refume ftl/tobt 
the pumile, being encouraged by feveral psrfons of greaf prcclaimtd 
authority among the Xombards, and by the inhabitants ^ 

Liguria a»d Venetia, who begun to flock to him in great, 

numbers* • r r ^ 

Their sittachmcnt to Rachis gaye great uneafinefs to Do 
fiderius^ who hid reoourfe to the pope, ofFcring him thi 
cities of Facna^ Ancona, Sechia, and Ferma, which 
not been rellorcd by Mulphus, provided Tie would at^ 
him at this junaure, and, by his anthomy, raamtam him 
o« the throne. The pope immediate!,; dofed wwh the jo- » ^ 
pofal, and, entering into an alliance with Defidenus, found • 

means to perfuade Rachis to continue in the fta - whtm it 
cinhraced,Wja 7 afide all thoughts of recOTenng 
dona, which was held by his friend and ally. ‘"‘"* 

being thns deUvered froA rh« danger that 
furrendewd the above UKoticM^d cities to t ^ P \^enty- 
aat to the agreement. Pope Stephen died , r n __L 
fixth nf Apl o£:the year 757- fo bi^ ^ J of Rome 

is chicty indebted for the grandeur it aiU enjo, s. tie w 

1 Ecchumpe P- 

-XtJ) WeihouMperhag faave ^ 
tjfcen to gi^ aywwf ' Oilr?ceded thumin the kingdom 

^indy. Hisceuntrymenwe-^ 


I* 



IP if mi m^drM 

fcy; hti who i^iance 

#lm fte kirig bf fej' ^ httt ijied^m the ttiir^ year 

of that printf s^feigjOi lo^his room was chofcn Stephen the 
< or^ as 3ije modern writers infiifl^ the fourth, Wtwcen 
whom and Djfidciius great jealou(ie$ <arofe, which at laft 
^me to an open rupture^ '"Ddficferius having, by his inter-# 
ef^ caufed one of his intimate friends, named Michael, to 
he efiofen by the people and clci*^ archbifoop. bf ftavenna, 
foe pope, not approving' the eteftibnj expelled him from 
that fee. The feng, to be revenged on the pope, canfed the 
^yca of Chriftopher and Sergius to 1)e pat out. Thefc 
Were two legates font ffom oRome to demand the reftitu- 
^on fptne lands belonging to that chutch. After this 
Outrage# Deftderiuk,^/lot doubting but the pope wom^d bane 
^ecdurfc to the kihgs of Francei refolved to be beforehand 
with him,^and gam them over, if polfibk, to his »fide. 
With this view, he offered his two daughters in marriage 
fo Charles and Carlomiin/ who, upon the death of their 
father Pepm, had divided the •^kingdom betweep them. 
Pope Stephen was ilo foonbr Informed of ^this treaty than 
he wrote to the two princeS| earnellly entreating them not 
tp enter info any fort of alliance with the king of the Lom- 
bards and thr^tdnmg them with excommunication, and 
even damnation % if ybeyconfented to marry his daughters. 

' But 0efidciius having gained Benrade, the mother of the 
two prrnces, foe marriages w8re, by her means, concluded, 
fiofefothftanding utm.oft endeavours of the pope to prevent 
^fcemS^Thi 5 llliancc, however, was but of ftiort continuance ; 

\0a^^tng fof CHarles food after divorced hi| wife, pretending that fhe 
vfas incapableiorbcaring fehildlen, and married in her room 
lldi%arda, a princefs^ of Su^a. His brother Carloman dy- 
Bcitai the dcccafcd king’s widow-, 
nOtlbrnking herfelf, ^d foe two forisihe h^Hd by him, fafe 
hi France, fied m her fofoct 'hi Italy, and put herfelf and 
her children under his- profo^ion. Defiderius, who was 
bighj|r incenfod ^mft Chfolfo for divorcingfois daughter, 
received them with j^at joy, not doubting blit he (hould, 
one time or other^ ^ able, by thfor means, to raife dif- 
tnfoanccs in Fiance \ whi^Nrould both^gWe hiin the fa- 
iid^km of being revenged IC%ftrles^ and divert that 
^ikrniCvfroih intermeddKhg wifotthe jiffiurs of Italy. In the 
foean time pope ^phen and Adrian 1. was,^ fit. the 
^car chofcn. iii his r06i». , He tio fooner faw hlmfelf 
Mifod* to foe apo&dk fee than he font twoWegates to cort.^ 
a laiBdjgpe'ace ’whk and it was 



^H^ory'tf the tiontarh, 

^Im meither of them fhould dldurb the other in the pofleC* 
fipn of the counlties they held. Defiderius, concluding, 
from this fiep taken by Adrian, that ht did not entertain 
fuch jc^oufies and fufpicions of ^e Lombard kings as his 
ptedeceflbrs had don^, nor was fo attached to the prfnces 
of 'France, propofed to hifn thet;(}nfecrating tnd anointing 
*the fons of Carloman, not doubting but that meafure wouHf 
raife tumults and difturbanses in Frapce, and, at the Kme 
time, create a mifunderftanding between the pope and 
Charles, which would give him an opportunity of reco- 
vering the countries taken by Pepin, and yielded to the 
church. The ceremony of anqigting, after the example of 
Pepin a»d his two fons, had been, by decrees, introduced 
ajnong^hriftian princes, the people* deeming thofe, who 
were thus anointed, lawful kings: btft Adrian, who, not- 
witWlanding the peace he bad concluded with the Lom- 
bards, was no lefs jealous of their power than his pretk- 
ceffors bad been, peremptorily^cftifed to comply with the, 
requeftofDeCderias, be»g well aflii red, that, bf eranting 
it, he (hould incur the difpleaftite of Charles^the only prince 
capable of prote&ing him againft the Lombards. 

Defiderius left no art unemployed to bnn^the pope into 

his meafures i but finding he could obtain nothing by ftfr 

means, he refolved to employ force. . ^ccordin^y, he Wge » 
uncxpcacdly into.thq exarchate, and, having madehimfclf 
mafter of Ferrara, Commaehio, and 
Ravenna itfelf with a fiegc. “I?*™ * * - V* 

tilities, immediately difpatchcd ambaffadors to rem^thfi, 
kiiie of the peace lately concluded, ^nd to demand t*e ref 

ri, *k.n «f <h. pl«« wt&l. He HeH “H«“ ‘"X£."“h 

oftheUttltoitr. The ling received 

tljje greateft marks of honour, and , -r i 

defirous of treating with the pope in pirfon j j’® 

2 Jhiidfelf. .Aing «■»"'<> He, ■>2? S h eiJS 
reiciling the invitation, aefiyered with g i,p®,eftorcd 
S hJiould, never appear before h.™.. 
the cities he had febed. Defiderius, | evoked « 
fwer* iparchedjiis army into Pen Urlinb, 

vaged the temtoncs deftroymg the country 

and Eugubio, approached fuch^f th» 

with fire ahdfwqrd, this emergency Adrian 

inhabftantsas fe^ittto h« hands Jn ‘h.seme j y 

•fdw®d\*he a^bot of St. f’„£iityoftheir.lises,W 


'T' *, 

wint upon the l?ing neme 

to reftore th^laccs he had kind manner, 

hbftilitics. The king hpceived them la a very ^ 



nt miarib. 

if M pdp^iS^Sf ttktte ih ptfMi 
tfo cfiM&r trkTi i^ic citfes mt^^uM ife Mmcdi^tiely re* 
Ato^, and "an to'ifll BofSliiie«* Nbt* fetlsfted with 

l^iiyrdg to tfii ftk %amcft dejjrre of a ^vate mt€fr* 
with pope, Bo fent ailftbaffadOra to acqiiakit Adrian 
^ tffis drcuittilaiic^ and perfuaac bikt, if poIRbJo, to com- 
^j^th hiafcquett^ fioee he had maettrs oT tfwr ntrnofl im- 
ktapte tajf il^arr: Ikit Acfrialt, firm in hb former refok* 
felimnly prottoed^ibac'hc wooBfndrefr a|i^ar tefore 
iB^ hing, till tnfe towns he had taken were reftored; but 
thejr"%erc reftored, hi would meet hfOi in 
Wbatphee foeve^ hc AfculdthhA proper toappoint, m or- 
’1^ Id fettle, in concert with him, the tranc^tlity®of Italy. 
IS^bn'^the return *qf thefo ambaffirdtors, Defidereus feat 
emec^ji to ^om^he pope- made the farme anfwer, adding, 
Utot. if Bevdid Aot comply with the Wrrg’s^ req-ueft as*foon 
^ ffic dries were ^cn up, he gave him liberty to take 
and iniSde ttSi territories of the charch at*his 
but lieMeritts, enragdi more than eve; at the 
^tehraey of the pope,’ threatened to brjn|; hb army to 
Utome, and,;%' that expedidk oW!|d AAian td grant hb 

. pope was fo tqrrrfitcf by thefir menaces ifcifr, thinking 

Jsidifelrin the utmoft'danger, be refbhred, in imitation of 
fils preddrelTort, to have recourfe m France. Accorefingty, 
?6tcr by fe’a, to acquamt Cbatieinagnej then ting of 
with the t^ger ife was- in ; and not only to im- 
“*®orefeis afflflancev but to* invite him to the conquefi: of 
toty,^rm^ entirely rumedbytljf Lombards. Defideriirs 
Was no foOiier informed of tffe armad of the popds legate 
in trance, and of the acdiftcfiolis bid to his charge, than be 
dirpatchcd ambaffadofs to Charlemagne, afitrring. him of hb 
tnelinatlon to live ip peace with the pope, and eompfeining 
4driarf^s obflSnascy, ih refhfing him a private irrtereiew 
"ftir felfShg the tbmqtrflity of^aiy. SutChaTiew^gtie, who 
,dnlv wanted^ fafburablc opportunity of revej^ttg hlfwfdf 
Dfefiderius'fbf iKepingJife two n^^ews, wkb a view, aS 


jffir'iflhidte^fttfcb prtparatic^^ as plabdy fliewedi that Ms de^ 
ngnttas npi only to affifr the peye, but' to malce an enriit 
Irifsgdom of tte Lombards < He appointed 
-iSSseva Ac place of the general renatavone, and Aei^i 
‘ tbr troop® ‘•were alt BflfetnMcd; he Bb 

tihrcfielreled'tci 



fUrt other to the eondltS oFhis tmd^ 

Jterttefflti other haHd, ©e^erkts» having ceruia, 

JeteH5geafee of hi& motions* fcnt fonoe Jrocys to gourd the 



^ ether dttfcedoias of whklf his Ifiij^om was •compofedi ^ 
raifed a pewerfol arrtiy, and putting bimfelf at the 
if* matched to Turin, with a defigp to give Charlecrflagnt 
battle, in cafe he ^eld force the freights, and dd^end into 
the jdstin edontry. • 

Cneritemagne purfeed bis march to the Alps ; and finding 
the pafiea guarded fey the Lon^jards, feat a dotachincnr* 
under the condnft of experienced gntdes, to crofs the 
leopntiins another way. This aim* tlTty happily accofn«i. 
pliftted, and faHing by fnrpri'ZC upon Aofe wlw guarded 
thcfaffes, firuck them with fuch terror, that, abandoning 
their pofil«, they fled in . the utmoft confiernation. Upon 
their retreat, Charlemagne ptfiett uttmoleftcd ^with 
whole army, and defeending from the mountains, marched 
in feared of the enemy. Sofne authors write, that the two 
armies came to an engagement, m which, after an obftinate 
difputc, Defidcrius was defeated. They add, that the pl^e 
where the battle was fought, from the great number of the 
ffain, took the name, of Bdortuaria. Others, lefs afledled to 
the Lombards, tell us, that, at the approach of Charle- 
magne, they fled in the titmdft confofiem, not daring tg loc^ 
the enemy in the fape. Be tHht as it may, it is certah^hat w 
Defideritts retired, and (hut hjmfelf up in 
fame time he fent his fon Adalgifus, and his €iffugh__. 
Berta, the widow of Cafloiratn, with her two ,fo^» '* 

■ rona, a place not inferior in flrength to PaviaMtfclf. Char- 
lemagne, bearirtg that the king had Jhut himfelf up m Pa- 
t», led his whole army againft that city, and clofely 
veiled It. The Lombards defended the place with great 
vigonri and on the othoe hand, 
not W withdraw his troops ^rom ** *** . , . 

|nitte4fe«t£or TelirS 

in the camp till Ch|iftmas, which 
-with«m pontpi then teavinj h.s 

, l«,i,. the 


gghtn 


tneen®, nm»,dtTg — , -7 ^ 

3S««ky, 

.|iildit> -^ftcr h;iving wandered time hv 

ft, «ta« X.-™ s, 


and MiMti 






9mmUir£^ 


ty tliejec^lieivf • ITpon fab dt^ 
cfae g wi^tnd mfai^taists of Vorfg^a Uirrcntlcred 
t^;^faarlea» who baiirtg g<^ Scrl» aj^d her t^o fons into his 
tower, fe^t thdm iS^i^e4|^ately» under.a ftrong gnard, into 
l^t&e : hot what becamf after wards^f tbefe two unfortu- 
Rate princes ^a$ never known. Verona being reduced, all 
T^t^ther cities on the fanae lidc of the Po fubmitted, upon ' 
tb^ril fummons, to the conqueror, who, returning to Pa- 
vhu carried on the fiegs with more vigour than ever. 

In the mean time, jEaller approaching, Charles refolved 
to,^ep that folemni^ at Rome* Accordingly, committing 
a fecond timlf the care of tbi^ fiege to Bernard, he departed 
for that city with ^ fplendia train ; and being received in 
all the placec jthroagh which be paiTed with, the ^rcatc^ 
marks of honour, ohC reached Rome the day before Eafter, 
Adrhn cawed himfclf on thisoccafion, thinking it in^^um- 
bent upon%im to receive fq great a prince, to whom the 
•church was (b highly indebce^, with the highell demonftra- 
tions of Bonour, gratitude, and efteem. By his orders the 
magiftrates aniy udges, with their banners, and the badges 
of their rcfpeWvc offices, met him thirty miles from the 
dty. - At a mjtie from the gate he was received by a pro-^ 
cbffiqn of <ffiildren) carding in their hands branches of 
palms and olives, and nngmg bjs heroic exploits and vir- 
taes« After them came a great number of crofs-bearers, 
who were ufually appointed to attend the public entries of 
the^pchs and patricians. ^^Charles, as foon as he faw the 
1^3^ alighted from his horfe, and, attended by hb own 
sobiliiy, and the Roman magiftrates, walked the reft of the 
way on foot. The pope repaired' early in the morning, 
wim the clergy and people, to the church of the Va'tican ; 
and httiug on a kind of throne on the fteps, waited the ar- 
rival of the king, who^going diredly to the 'church, afeended 
the fteps, kiffing each of them as he mounted* Being ar- 
rived s^t the thronCf the popC|,j, cqmihg dpwn^ received. him 
with great r^ndeaueb) and,^^ter mutusd embraces,^ and 
congratulatory fpeeches, they went together into the church, 
^ pesmle follqwiqg* ,jtbem with lopi£^clamati 0 ns, and the 
^^y r^eating,, BleS^is he that cometh 

itr lie name the 14^^ ^‘When they came to. the pjace, 
e:anedf|then,.ae it b to this day, the Cohfeffion, proj[l;rating 
Itom&ves oa the ground, they returned thanks to the. Al- 
jntgiity,'and to hb apod^e St. reter, for the fuccefs that had 
%ic&euto attended the king’s arms againft his eocmics, and 
j^^^emtes. pf the churt^.. 

ceremony, Chiuries faegged permiffion to go into 
(lor the ypican fto^ then without the waUs), to 



the 

number of Veflelj, bort great fway in tbe afliirs of 
Italy, though wc ^ not yet find them pofi*efied of any town 
on the terra firma or continent. The pone, by the gcne- 
rofity of Pepin, and his fon Charlts, was mafl^r of the ex- 
archate and Pcntap^s. The dukedom of Naplcsi and 

cities in the Hither and Firther Calabria, were (till 
poiTeffed by the emperors of the Eaft. All the other pr^ 
tinces of Italy were held by the Lombards. When Dcfi^ Tii erfmt 
fius was taken prifoncr, the dukedom of Benevento was go- 
verned by Arechis, fon-in-Iaw to the unhappy prince. It 
fcomprifed almoft all ftie prefent kingdom of Naples ; for, 
of the twelve provinces into wtyclf that kingdom is now- 
divided, nine were fubje^l: to the duke of Benevento. It 
w«s boLiMded on the weft: by the duktddms of Rome and 
Spoleto; on the fouth by Gaetft, and its territory ; o^n the 
eaft: the territories of Cofenza and Caflano ; oi| the north 

by Siponto, and the promontory of Gargano. On account 
of its extent it was, by the Latiifs, called Italia Ci^iberina ; i 
and, by^tlie Greeks, Longl)bardia Minor, to diftinguifti it 
from the Gfeatq^, which, lying on both fides the Po in 
Cifalpine Gaul,* ftill retains the name of Lombardy. 

This extent of the dukedom induced the dukes todivid^ 
it, for the more convenient adminiftration of juftice, into 
feveral diftridls, called counties, each of which had its pro- 
per governor, ftyled count, or guaftald. Thefe counts or 
guaftalds were at firft appointed and removed by the ejukes 
at pleafure j but, in procefs of* time, it became cufto»:sary 
not to remove them, unlefs cdnvi£ted of ticafon, ami nW' 
to transfer the counties to other families till their m'iie line 
was extindl: : this was tne Origin of counts and counties 
in that part of Italy, The difference between them was, 
that the latter governed during plesjure, ind the former 
were never fcnloved unlefs guilty of trealbn ; hcncc the title 


of count denoted dignity, and that of guaftald only office. 

' The other two great dukedyms of Spoleto and Friuli were 
far inferior, both in power and extenlf to !ibat of Benc- 
ventb. The former comprehended afl Umbria, in which 
"were many cides of great extent, and the latter included all 
Friuli and the greater part of ly^ria. The-dukedom of Na- 
pies, which cpntimicd fubjea to the emperors of the Eaft. 
extended towards the .weft as far as Cuma, compre^ding 
Wkhhi its limits the UlSnds of Ifchia, Nilita, and Provida, 

^idriih the maritime towns of Poxznolo, Bala, and Mlfenot^^^ 
the fd«fth> Gaftellamarc, Sorrctmi, Amalfi, alffl 
^thc of Caprea, were compiifed in it ; towards the eaft 

almoft lo HiO Wrf *bc mp 

m cifics of this dukedom hy thiir 





'^_fc #oaor«8%(?reJ}^e#tfe^ll«l counts; but 
in t&e, dukatoift of feenevento, feudatories- 
♦M «o|^44«riat the pleaTorc of the duke ;, fo that 

Lombard guaftalds. 
3^ “ ■ ?®l»pintc4*wi4 rcnioebd at pleafurc by the 

^ f’ df Naples was likewife ftyled maKlftef 

curiofity to enquire. 
# A'l^ ‘be emperors of the Eaft 

.^e^ftvera cifes ip ancient CalaJ^ria, and inthecoun- 
^Yof the Brutii, npwitnown by the name of Farther Ca- 
bOvia. In anctcna-Calabriaihey held the cities of Gallipoli 
and Otrapt^j a^ qi farther Calabria. Ileggio.ierace. 
$Mta Sevenna, prbtone. and befides thefe, the tw-o cities 
r“» j’*"*'** ‘be promontory now .galled 

. Lfcofa-t^ ^fcdukedpms of Gaeta and Amalfi. All 
there cities were_j,^fto8diafely govferned by their reflores, 
Vho wese appointed and rcmpvcif by the patrician, as he il 
ftyled, ot governor, of Sicijy i for to him were fubjca, at ' 
L- l”’ l’ * places, the dukedom of'^Iaples excepted, 
which fhe emperors ftill retained in Italy': Hence they are 

theimo?<^^M ^“‘Pbyto^nitus under the 

thema of Sicily (W) In more ancient times, only the Far- 
^het Calsbm was fubjea to tbe patrician of Sicily ; but the 
Cities which, the emperors poftefled in that part of Italy, be- 
* ^^’’y fmall^iumber, they were all put un- 
^t’^e govcfnment of the natrician, who was fent from 
pon%nM^nojIc to govern Sicily, as is evident from the the- 
|nata ttf qopftantine Porpbyrtjgenftus *, and likewife from . 
one of ptip^ Adnah’s letters to Charlemagne, wherein he 
complains, of 4he Benevcptan Lombards for taking from 
»h4^i^orit}g it toffae patrician of 
Sicily. Gam teldngcd to empt:,^r, and was under the 
jgovpmtn^t of that .pattkian i Charles took it from the em- 
|>era^ ^na tfec ppp^ ; The Loinbjirdft Bcney^eiito 

^ rfeuojipd i| tp lawful oWiKSTi aad oa that 

are^c^tod hy the pope a paoft wici:ed people •. 
Defidenu^ being taken captive, and t avia rod uccX ail 

who ejainfipg the 




gjn of Idle Lopibarda by riAt qf G&queft* caufedhim- 
b« CjroVi^d kmgpf L^pibardyi with an iron crown, 

j Bacat. Bmievent. p 7 a. «Conft« 

♦Adm-iep.htaiii.PaU.iH^iaFia* 

|i,jWoiy!gwd wWt* iad 



m 


7$^ €f ihe Laniards. 

pfetform a vow, and vifit the holy places ; which waagranledl 
by the pope, ifte^ they had both fworn upon the body «f 
the apoillc, that they defigned no harnf or injury iq each 
other. The day folloyring, being^he fertivaf of Eafter. the Hcntmrg 
king made a folemn y into the cky, attended by the no- 
bility, clergy, and Roman jfeoplefwho accom|fcnicd him to 
the church of 8t Mary ad Praefepc, whence, after divj^ 
fervice, he went to the Latevan, and dined with Adrian.^^ 

When the rejoicings, foaftings, and congratulations were 
over, Adrian came to the principal point, requiring Charles 
to confirm the donation which his father Pepin had made 
to the church of Rome. Chark§ ifillantly complied with H/con/rmi 
the popefe requeft; and having ordered iteflus, his fccrctary, thtd^na^ 
tc»draw<up a new inftrument, he figifgcPit hijtifeif, caiifed V 
it to be figned by the abbots, bhhops, a*nd^other great men, 
who ♦iad attended him to Rome, and, ^ith his gwn hand, 
fays Leo Oftienfis, laid it on the altar of St. Peter. 

Charles, having thus fatisfiecWii^ own cuiiofity^ and the K:harltirf 
defires of the pope, after i^refidence of eight days m Rome, turmiethi 
returneJ to the camp before Pavia; which «ity he was re- 
folved, at all events, to reduce, certain that if Defidcrius re- 
mained mafter of it, he might eafiiy recover all the reft. 

The fame motive that induced Charles to exert his utmoft 
endeavours in the redu£fion of the place, animated the king 
of the Lombards to defend it with all his power. Charles, 
finding his men conftantly repdifed in their repeated at^cks, 
and defpairing of being abk to carry it by force, refolv^ to 
reduce it by famine. Accordingly be fecured all the paflei 
and avenues ; fo that nothing could poffibly be coilveycd 
into the city, which was,^ ln*a (hort time, reduced to the 
tttmoft extremity. Defiderius, however, Itill held out for 
a confiderabk time ; but a violent plague beginning to rage jm. 
within the walls, and carrying off daily great numbers both A. D. 774. 
of the garrifon and inhabitants, the unhappy prince, not 
able to contend with fo mamyjencmies at once, was obliged 
to furrender the place, and defiver uphiirflfclf, jv^th his wife i^ntr^ and 
and children, to Charles, who fent tfiem all to Franco, the end 
where they ended their days ; in whaf manner wc cannot 
explain, as they were never ^^erwards h#ard of. Thus 
ended the kingdom of the Lombards in Italy, after tney^ 
had polkfled that country two hundred and fix years. •They 
Were at firft cruel and barbarous nation; but divcftmg 
tbemfelves by degrees of their native ferocity and bar^it^ 
ef^cklly aftet they bad ei^/accd the Chriftian rellgw^ 

governed with fueh equity and mi Wncfs, t^t mo» 

ehvfed the- happmefs of thofe who lited oiider 
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.:Ait had no cfth«r hiogdom, nor dominions, Italf be- 
CAine ihcir own country; whence the«hadves cftcemed 
dtetr ^ings as their Natural princes, hot thinking theinfelves 
gOTCj’ned, much lc& kept Jin flavery, lyr a foreign nation, as 
it happened to them afterwards, A^hcn. by frequent changes, 
g*'o*t'ed^nder the b^vy y6ke, fometimes of one na-^ 
and fometimes of another. Under the government of 
thc^Lombards, fays JPaulus Diaconus, no violence was 
committed, no one unjuftly difpoflefled of his property, 
none opprefled«with taxeoJ; theft, robberies, murder, and 
adultery* v^ere feldom heard of ; cve^y one went, without 
the leaft apprehenfion erf 4?mger, whither he pleafed ; and 
indeed ^their marfy wholcfome laws, reftraining ^artd fe- 
verely puniihing ^\U forts of crimes ; the magnificeait 
churches, and ric& monaftcpcs,*with which they filled that 
part of ItaW which was fubjeft to them ; the many brfoop-^ 
ricks which they erected; the towns and cities which they 
ocither built, or repaired®, il5 moft provinces of Italy ; their 
generofity even to the bifhop of Rci>me, their avowed enemy; 
amU finally, tfee great numlSer of perfons among them, 
wbofe fan^ity and eminent virtues have &en acknowleged 
ly the, popes ^hemfelves, muft convince every impartial 
fifrr lorn- reader, that the Lombards W^ere not fuch a favage, barba- 
‘ and inhuman nation, as they are deferibed by fomc of 
^ the popes, efpecially by Adrian, the chief author of the 

%efip8k ^ kingdom. They were the only power in Italy 

capi|ple of defeating the anfoitious views of the bifliops of 
d^me. whpm they would npt fuffer to enrich themfelve$ 
with tlic fpoils of the emperors, but confidered them as 
their own by right of conqueft; Sndihence arofe the inve- 
terate hatred which the popes bore them, and could not 
help betraying in all their writings. But their laws are 
convincing pr<k)fs of their juflicc, humanity; and wifdpm, 
and, at the fame time, a full confutatioti of the many ca- 
lumnies,- with which the popes^and th^ir pardfans, have 
endeavQured^to a^rfe themV Their laws were found fo. 
ji|ft and equitable^ ifmt they were retained 4n Italy, and ol> 
tefyed feme ages larfSer ^eir kingdom was at an end. 

S^ore wr di^S this fpWeft, it may not be improper to 
miti give tlie madfey a fuccinfl: account of the ftate of Italy at the 
jpHtd^emagnet by the ^captivity of Deaden us, put a 
period to 'the kkigddna of Lombards, and of the new 
lorm.of gc^yermnient introduced by the ccmqueror.. Italy 
^e. divided, as it into four ftate^, go- 
by, ihV Lombards, the popes, aikl 

^ £aft. Ihe VenetianSf by their tradetc^ 

.mmhmm 'vpj coofiftori^le, and bayini^ a 





Th Siflory of the ^ 

V tbe hands of the archbiftiop of MiUn, at a place called 
Modottia, about miles from that city> 

riic peremony of the coronation being over, Charles, Htmtl* 
now king of Italy, thought xt necelTary lb fetUe the g^xvern! 
merit and polity of Itis new kin|dom ; for which pufpofc 
^he refolved to go to Roma^ ancUadvife with Adrian. Ihe 
pope, having notice of his delign, allembled fifty biflioK^^j^f 
and a great number of abbo(s, and other dignitaries, in oiraer upmhim,' 
to confult with them, what hjnoursTought to be paid to fo 
great a prince, whofe father and grandfgthcr, as well as 
hiinrclfy had dcfcrvi^d fo much of the Idoman church# 

After feveral con flotations, it was i%nanimoufly agreed, that 
he flioujd be made a Roman patfician ; that throughout the 
provincjjs he fhould inftitute all bifhops antharchblfbops^ 
who were not to be confecraud, unlds ^ftituted by him j 
and jhnt he fliould appoint the biftiop of Rome, and be de- 
clared proteci:or of the apoftoHc fee. Charles? upon his 
arrival aLRome, was received bf the pope, and the Roman.^ 
people, with the greateft^arks of rcfpe<ff and eftbem, and' 
the hoitOurs we have mentioned were, with the unanimous 
confent of all, ijpnfcrred upon him. The nomination of 
the bifliop of Rome was granted to him, for preventing the 
tumults that, to the great fcandal of all^good Chriftiait^, 
began to arife among the people and clergy, on occafion of 
thofe elections, no one having any power or authority to 
reftrain them \ but this rightwCharles ufed v/iih great mo- 
deration, and after fome time remitted it to the eJerg^ and 
people. The dignity of patrician was, at that time, 
firfl: in the whole empire, and tbe right of confct?jing it 
belonged to the ^mperoi**, b^t his authority being now cx- 


tiii£l: ,in Italy, the pope arrogated to himfelf that, as well 
as he did, by degrees, all the other imperial honours and 
ornaments. Charles, extremely well* p leafed with the re- 
ception he found at, Rome, continued fome time in that me- 
tropolis, confulting with^h^ pope about the manner of 
fettling the affairs of Italy ; ^nd then aeturned to Pavia, 
ivhere he declaredf that Kc intended to maintain the fame Htntaint 
i0rm of government which had beem introduced by the 
Lombard princes his prcdec^rs. Accordingly, he allowed 
jCvery one full liberty to livc4ndcr the lame- Roman or 
Lombard Jaws, to which, they had beeni^ccuftomM 5 but 
^ the latter added, as king of the Lombards, fome of 
He did not difturb the emperors in the poffcfltot^ 
tb^ dnkeiloii#^f Nafica* and of the other places mhimT 
jtihey fliiy held in Italy. ^ ^ ^ ^ 

f ifee,ih*« fwitK»a« dukedoms of Frirfi, Spoleto, 

jbe allowed thofo dukes the famo |«jw« 

Asd aothomr which th#r ht4fiP^f*d udder the 
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tliat'i»8 they had beeiarfubjej); to theftf 
urinces, ^cy feduld ackn^wlcgc him for. their fovereigri, 
^xatohsitei the PentapoUSi and the dukedom Irf Rome, 
be ci^i^ to the^po]^ bl^-ttetaincd the foVereignty to him- 
Theothcr provinces^ which have mentioned, he 
he^ as the JWngdom pf ^Jbombafdy He continued the, 

Hmr dukes in their poffcffions, contenting himfelf with the 
oswof^ allegiance, which he obliged them, as well as the 
greater dukes, to take innually to him. The oath was con- 
cebed in^the following terms : I promife, without fraud 
ordcceit, to be Aitbful to my foveroign Charles, arid his 
fous, as long as f liyc stands! fwcar, hy^thefe holy gofpels, 
that I will be faithful to him, as a vall'al to his lorckand fo-* 
fcreign j neither wilkl divulge any thing which, hp virtue 
of my allegiance, ie^lhall commit to me.’* The dukedoms 
be never transfer!^ from one family to another, but when 
iihe dukes l&roke this oath, or died without iffue male. This 
tranflatioa from one to another was called invelliture ; and 
hence it hame, that fiefs were n^t granted but by invefti- 
turc, as was afjerWards obferved with refpea to other vaf- 
fa!s and feudatories, fuch as counts, captains, and valva* 
foursi the model of whofe fcrvkes and tenures was aficr- 
ilrards perfected by" the princes of Germany. 

The limits of the kingdom and the towms Charles com* 
mitted to the care of counts, who were vefted with great 
authority, ^ Thcfe limits or borders were called marchae, or 
marches j whence tbofe, -w^o had the fupcrnitendcncy of 
^em, were ftyled counts of the marches, and marquifes ; 
.and h^nce the titk' of marquis had its rife. Thefe were 
the ordinary magiihrates app^Jntdd by Charles for the go- 
vernment of the cities, and the limits of the kingdom $ but 
he foinctimes .appoint^ extraordinary magiftrates, or com- 
mi^ariea, who nad greater authority than the counts, and 
wdre called tniffi. it was their province to part and diilin* 
gutfh ibe4itnits of each etty^Wj^ch, under the Lombards, 
were grelltly ^onfi^^ henofaiofe fluent difputes among 
the ;fk^kKPurinf tities ab^ their boundaries; but the 
e|^ city its cxtci^ of teirilory, and in go- 
li^lfollpiJrtng n apjpjdntcd xnotmtainsi rlvem broths, 
pef{^ Umits to ikirTe for 

that time might not alter and confound them. He 
atoned dbc cities ip take an oath of allegiance to 
cfcm» as well u upen the fiefs, 
a ktiid trlsnU! calfed fock- 
iouQ^ eof^hepeid to him; cfpe* 




iiirfeirds gcfieroufly remitted for Mmifelf t^d 
That Ital^ mightfetain at leaft foiiie ihidow of Kbci-tf, aa 
often as he returned thither, he convenM a general aflcm# 
bly of all the blfhops, abbots, a^barofes oT -the kingdom, 
in order to fettle the public affairs of importance. ^Ilio 
Jjombards had but one ftatft, com^qfed of barofis and judges; 
but the French, in the time of Charlemagne, had 
confifting of the ccclefiaflits and nobility: Charles ad!Hed 
likewife in Italy, after the manner of France, the order of 
the ecclefiaftics to that of the barons or nobility. * 

The affairs of Italjs being thus fettled, Charles, leaving a 
ftrong garrifon in Pavia, returned tcuFrance in the year 774; 
but he v^as fcarce departed, when the Lombard dukes, thofb 
cfjpecialiy of Friuli, Spoleto, and B#n^ento> fcorning to 
live fubjecl to a foreign prince, refolvecl to fhake off tht 
yokcf and make themfelves abfolutc in their refpeftive duke* 
doms. While Charles, therefore, was engaged in a war Thtiuk0 
with the Saxons, Rodgand, dukt of Friuli, feizing that FriuU 
portunity, renounced his allegiance, and caufed nimfdf to revolts % 
be acknbwiegcd fovereign in his dukedom; l^iu Charles, who 
had already put In end to the Saxon war, by the reduflion 
of that country, was no fooncr informed cjf the revolt of 
Rodgand, which, he apprehended, might prove of dangeT- 
ous confequcnce, if it was not timely fupprefled, than he 
haftened into Alface, from whence he marched, in the depth 


of winter, with a powerful ftmy, crofs the Alps, and en* ^ 
tered the dukedom of Friuli. ♦ Rodgand met him with all 
the forces he could raife ; but, in the engagement that egr ^ 
fued, he was totally defeated, taken prifoner, and fooi after \igaih. 
publicly beheaded. Chafles did not appoint another duke, 
but adding the cities, of whith this dukedom was compofed, 
to his kingdom, appointed counts to govern them in the 
fame manner as the other cities of fiis kingdom were go- 
verned. Thus ended the dukedom of Friuli, the firft that 
was eroded under AlboimsS) and likewife the firft that was ” 
fuppreffed by Charlemagne. Tiildebrand^ du||^ of Spoleto, 
wno had likewife revolted, upon the nmvs of the defeat and 
death of Rodgand, voluntarily fubmittdS^ and was again rc* 
ceived into favour by Charles. ^ ^ 

At this time Arechis, who hid married Adelperga, daugh- 
ter to Defiderius, the laft king of the Lombards, wa| duk^ 
of Benevento ; but he’ waiting a more favoty-abje ^ortu- 
city of fliiking ofF the ydke, continued qmet till 
after having appointed Pepin, his eldeft &n, king 
in 781, had reamed to France, and was cn^ge^^ other 
w,rs.: Theo Aredbi!!, diaainiiM fo 
fbrei^ primfe, and truJBpg to &s , 
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'i/j^f^a prin- 


^eaion &f -bis (uigif^s, not only'revciltcd, but, lavi’nir aflde 
^ title of duke, affumad that of prince, tuafirig ftimfelf to 
watted and croWnedi with great folemnity, as king, by 
his fefiiops, ana daimg |||pccforth all his writs and d^plo- 


yrftAii, ' T,, y*'"’ "••■“(; •SW'M'-'-'uiLii an nis writs and dinlo- 

i*<4» V BWS . from our moll lacred palstcc,” bccording to the ftvle 
hf other .prjna's and foveyaigns. *^His imag«, crowned, was 
-in all the churches of his dominions: he coined' 
w^y ; made what fdtefations (Ve thought proper both in 
• **^‘”*-*''y aOaifs; without confulting either Charles 
or ^^ptns and wen enaaed feveral laws, for his Capitu- 
have reached pur times; and in«he manufeript code 
iodg^.in the monaftery of Cava, among the edidfs of the 
Comhard kings, iSr to be found oric of this prince, eontain- 
lafcntecio chapierp; His example was followed by the 
•al^rprinc^ his fuedeffors, namely, by Adeichis, Sicardus, 
and ftWlchifiw, as appears from their Capitularia publilh- 
^m^}p Pellegrino Thus, to the laws of the Lom- 
^;^imgs/i^re added i-hofe of the princes -^f Benevento. 
Chaflp, hndmg that his fon Pepjn was not -able to reduce 
Bcneve^anCbmbards, retarned in ySd, with a power- 
t«l Srmy, mto Italy, being then difengaged from other 
.wrf ; but Aiyphis fuing for peace, Charles granted him it 
uppBrthe^ folding terms : that he acwild pay to Pepin a 
ycartjr tnhutd; that he fhould deliver up his tteafure, and 
wHh st Ajs fop Gnmoald, and his daughter Adelgifa, by 
wa^ i^ bpftws; The peace being thus concluded, Charles 
Wtu^ to Erance, lek!^ing:Aradbis in polTeflion of the prin- 
■p^hty of; Bettevento, •^fcfchv was held by him, with tbtf 
tttWnftptinciiifc as it. was hy-his fuccellbrs, who greatly en- 
ci»d war being I^indled in the bowels of 
/tsbisip ^puntry between Sicenafphus^and Radelchifus, two 
Cpmj^fifort for the principality, the one invitnd. the Sara- 
.c^hSjtti runca, and the other thofe of Spain, to their af- 
wboi'aftet a twelyc ^ars war, completed the ruin 
irf they were- pbhgeii to havcxceoarfe to Lewis 

wd aAtiowiege him'fot their fovereign* 
^^^^^t^Bf^e jtrpvtnres of Benevento between the two 
- '"'|P®?^^y^vJ^'^*^"^*’’™F“*eipa^*icswere made 

was allotted to JisiSblchifus ; 
its ^ttopolis thc -prirfcipality of 

* Ga^t Arech; p. jdi}. ‘ A. Blift; 
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